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In onl) 1 case did I find the treatment unsueccessful,
and here a child of 2 years of age was coughing almost
as badly at the end ¢f 7 weeks as at the eommeneement.
Apart from the faet that the disease had become well
established before the treatment was cormenced, I know
of no reason whiech satisfactorily accounts for the
failure. The sister of this patient, 2 years her senior
was attacksd with the malady ﬁhile I was in attendance
on the case, & recovered rapidly under treatment.
Probably in the first case, in consequence of treatment
being delayed the foecus of irritation had spread beyond
the reach of the insufflator. Althousgh the cough per—
-gisted in spite of treatment, no complication was met
with - the most noticeable feature being the copious
amount of glairy muewus expectorated.

Complications have only been met with in a few
ecases, & it is in this direction that I appreshend the
greatest value of the treatment to liec. Bven in those
cases where the disease operated for an undue length
of time & wus not destroyed, complications were absent,
and we must not forset that whooping cough does not
direetly kill, but induces complications which often
prove Fatal, and to which I have already referred., One
child aged 2 vears had bronchitis in the course of
treatment. She was a delieate child in process of den=

~tition & suffered from ricket#. In spite of these un=
-toward conditions she was rid of the cough & bronchitis
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in the spacc of a few weeks. In the casc of another
child ﬁged 3 vears, there were somewhat severe convule
=gione & symptoms of cerebal consestion. The only
additione in this case to the insufifMations, were
bromide of votassium and sinapisme. A cqnsiderable
proportion of the children had bronchitis in varying
demsrees, bvl i scarcely in any case was anythine ree
=quired beyond the exhibition for a few days of small
doses of ipecacuanha. Thiee cases proved fatal and of
these a few particulars must be given. The first occurr
=ed in the Spring ef 1383, The ohild was 18 months old
& eutting teeth. When I first saw her, the disease had
. reached a very aggravated degreec & was aecompanied by
bad bHronehitis. Death occurred from pneumonia 9 days
after treatment was commenced, the cough remrining un=-
-modified up to the time of death. The second death
oceurred in the Spring of 1890 and was due to pneumonia.
The patient was a robust boy aged 2 years., I was sure
-prised at the result until I discovarea that the mother
hed omitted performing insufflation, beeause the child
resisted so obstinately. The third death was that of a
very delicate little sirl amed 18 months, suffering from
dentition & inanition= I did not see this case until it
had been treated by another practitioner for some weeks.
I+ then had pneumonia & gradually sank, the nasal
insufflations being apparently without effect. Where



facilities exist for changing the children's living

reom fregnently & cweetening the air of the vacated room
by fumisation with sulphurous fumes, I believe the recow
-ery is somevhat hastensed. TPurther I am in the habit of
allowing childrcn t¢ go as much out of doors as possible
80 long as the bhody tem@erature remains normal, & the
weather is not particularly ineclement. It must be borne
in mind that the performance of the insufflation has been
left to the methers of the children in almost all cases.
I cannot give an opinion whethsr similar treatment
earried out by the medical practitioner would lead to

an earlier disappecarance of the disease.

I am desirous that the light in which I regaprd this
mode of treatment should be elear, & unambiguous = I do
not suggest that borie acid is absolutely a speeifie,
gsince there can be little doubt that it-only aets by
regson of its antiseptie action, & many other remedies
of the antiseptic group may perhaps act as well. It is
rather the non=irvritating and bland properties of the
substance that make it so valuable, especially in the
case of & disease arising as a rule among children. The
character of boric acid moreover makes it appliecable in
the solid state., Thus the structures with which it
ecomes in contact are so much more surely modified than ly
gaseous inhalations & fluid sprays. Sl however T feel
that the reéults obtained at present from boric acid are
not sufficiently constant as to obtain for the remedy a
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claim to specifieity. I go no farther than to say that
80 far as my experienee at present goes, it is the only
remedy upon which T am able to rely with any confidence.
The statisties which I have furnished indicate; suf-
=ficiently the degree of the validity of its claim as a
reliable agent 1n_dealing with whooping coughe.
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