
POLYGON BOOKS
new publications 

THE EDINBURGH STORIES 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
96 pp. cased £3.95 

Conan Doyle's years at Edinbu rgh were critica ll y 
formative ones, and the five pieces printed both illustrate 
and illuminate its effect o n his writing ca reer. Previously 
un published ex tracts from his M.D. thesis fo r Ed inbu rgh 
University demonstra te an exciti ng fictional sty le of 
writing intruding on what might have been dry 
documentation. Four other short stories are included: 
John Barrington Cowles; The Parasite; The Field Bazaar; 
land H is First Operation. 

ODYSSEY ODYSSEY 
''"''''"'""'"' "''' """"'" Voices form Scotland's Recent Past 

- ., 0 Edited by Billy Kay 
120 pp. Paperback £5.95 

The subjects covered in Odyssey are as diverse and varied. 
as Scotland itself. Folk a live today tell of their 
expe riences , includ ing working a t th e age of ten in the jute 
mills of Dundee; escaping th e T hirties Depress ion ; 
speak ing Irish Gaelic in the Gorbals, and much more 
besides. Odyssey is a journey of discovery that captures 
the deep truths of Scotland's past. 

THE EDINBURGH PUB GUIDE 
Edited by Alan Edwards 
124 pp. Paperback £2.50 
The latest illustrated Pub Guide, now in its fourth 
edition, has been updated to include over 300 taverns. 
The reviews range from the one-man , 'spit and sawdust' 
sa loo ns to the very latest in cocktail bar chic. Maps, 
symbols indicating the facilit ies availa ble a nd features 
on Whisky , Rea l Ale and Put Grub are also included. 

These books are available from bookshops, the Union Shops 
or from EUSPB, I Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh. 
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KING'S BUILDINGS 

Sellers wanted to sell 

THE STUDENT 
at KB on Thursday mornings. 

Generous commission 
rate offered. 

For further information, call in 
to EUSPB, 1 Buccleuch Place. 

wanted! 
Editor for "Synapse", the Medical School 
magazine, published three times a year. 

The successful candidate will be involved in all 
aspects of editing and production, including the 

selection and editing of articles, 
design, commissioning and suggestions 

for features and other material. 
All applications should be submitted immediately 

and addressed to: The Chairman , EUSPB, 
1 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh. 

Tel. 667 5718/ 9278. 
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Love ls ••• 

... Diana 
Agrics On Rampage 

Vandal-proof? -
Agrics prove otherwise 

Newcastle had had trouble with their 
own Agrics. One of the most 
noticeab le changes wa s the 
replacement of the padded seats, 
prone to being slashed, with new 
wooden ones. 

Last Wednesday , Newcastle 
University Union was invaded by our 
Agrics' rugby team, who managed to 
cause £150 worth of damage. 

It was surpris ingly early, only 5.45 Eventually, "persuaded" to 
p.m., when the trouble started leave 
Fifteen Agrics, already drunk, rushed t------,-------,.,,.---~ 
into the Union without showing any The Agrics , however , st ill manage 
identification. As it was after 5 p.m. to chip and break the wooden seats; 
they wo uld have had 10 be signed in. they sto le the emergency exit sign and 

Straight down to the new 
Real Ale Bar 

They made their way to the most 
obvious place: the Real Ale Bar, 
which has been recently renovated 
and made "vandal-proof' after 

threw up in the band's changing 
rooms. After causing these minor 
disturbances, they were event ually 
"persuaded" to leave. 

Newcastle Agrics, in turn. are 
equally unpopular here. The fact that 
they have been banned from our 
Unions proves that they can be 
equally disturbing, even though they 

apparent ly have never caused as mucn 
as £150 worth of damage. 

Banned from Newcastle 
Union? 

Needless to say, Newca s tle 
University were not very happy by the 
Agrics' behaviour and, in turn, 
Edinburgh University Agrics can be 
expected to be banned from their 
Union. 

Appear in front of 
Disciplinary Committee 

Action will be taken against a ll 
those involved in the incident and they 
will all appear before the Disciplinary 
Commi1tee. The bill for damages will 
be sent_.!.O Edinburgh but the Students' 

• 

Ass?ciation will not be paying; the 
Agnes concerned will have to rai se the 
money themselves. 

Agrics to be banned from 
our Union too? 

This is not the first time that the 
Agrics have caused trouble. The 
matter of the brass plaques 1hat 1hey 
stole from Teviot Row Union is s1ill 
being looked into. The Union 
President , Elea nor Pritchard , sa id 
that they have had a IOl of trouble 
from the Agrics, especia ll y over the 
last few months. ,;If the few trouble
makers do not s1art acting 
responsibly.'' she commented "there 
is likely to be a ban on all Agri~s from 
using the Union.·· 

Zerina Haniff 

Ballroom Blitz News 1n Brief 

Northern Universities 
Ballroom Dancing 
Competition 

On Friday, 6th February, in 
Liverpool University's Mountford 
Hall , a teal"(l of eight dancers from the 
Ed inburgh University Ballroom 
Dancing Club (Gerhard Birk, 
Heather Duff, Pal Hellerud, Anne 
Berry, Ronald Mcfarlane, Rhona 
Harper, Derek Brown and Margaret 
Cranston) took part in the Northern 
Universities competition. 

Against very strong opposition all 
four couples won through to the semi
final stages in the waltz, quickstep, 
cha-cha-cha and jive. Ronald and 
Rhona, with their elegant and 
confident cha-cha-cha , battled 
through to the final and gained a well
deserved fifth place. The team 
finished in a very creditable eighth 

place with Hull first and Manchester 
second. 

In the open valeta competition 
Derek and Heather successfu ll y 
reached the final and gained fifth 
place with the honours goi ng to Hull , 
who also won the open foxtrot 
competition. 

A relaxation from competing was 
provided by Michael King and Anita 
Cottrill who gave a Latin-American 
demonstration. T his you ng couple 
gave a sparkling and breathtaking 
performance for a highly appreciative 
audience of competitors and their 
supporters. All in all it was a very 
enjoyable evening for everyone. 

Our special thanks go to Derek 
Brown and Pat Dunlop for all their 
hard work in organising the event for 
us, and to Mrs Brown and Mrs Harper 
for making the dresses. 

Heathe Duff 

Union shops suffer 
from thefts 

Shopl ifting has been on the increase 
in the Union shops this year. causing 
the loss of large amounts of money. 

The Student Cen tre shop is the 
worst hit by these thefts but people are 
even managing to steal from the small 
shops, such as the one in KB and 
Teviot Row. Al the moment there are 
security people in DHT and Student 
Centre shops but the manageress, 
Carol Telford , ha s co nt acted 
Ed inburgh University Security for 
help. 

Stealing from fellow 
students 

"The thefts mean that the shops are 
losing money," sa id Mrs Telford. "If 
we lose money, prices have to go up to 
compensate a nd in the end it is the 
students who are penalised , so 
shoplifters are, in effect, stealing fro m 
their fe llow students." 

Of course, it is not just students who 
steal from the shops; outsiders are 
often caught; at least two a day are 
thrown out, for the shops admit as few 
as possible. 

Students may now be asked for 
their matric cards but hopefully they 
will not be offended, for shoplifing 
must be cut down. If offenders are 
caught the shops can and will 
prosecute. 

Dr Bundy m rooftop 
protest 

Dr Alan Bundy of the Department 
of Artificial Intelligence has written a 
stiff letter of protest to the University 
newsletter .. Bulletin" complaining 
about Government cuts in the 

education budget. He clauns tha t 
ex penditure on education is not 
spending, but investment for the good 
of 1he country. Uni, ersities are being 
forced to abandon important courses 
and research projects, while instead. 
according to Dr Bundy, they cou ld be 
making a major contribution to 
Britain's economic recovery. Instead 
of accepting this university's passi\'e 
reaction, he says "we should be 
pro1esting this stupidity from the 
rooftops". 

Festival Time at the 
Bedlam 

The p roductions of EUTC 10 be 
performed during Festival Week have 
been announced th is week. The two 
plays at the Bedlam Theatre will be 
"Consanguinious Degrees .. by Leo 
Ho ffard and "The Revenger ' s 
Tragedy" by Toumer. The former will 
be directed by Leo Hoffard and Jon 
Pope wi ll direct Toumer·s play. 

A cast of 15 is needed for each play 
and auditions are to be held at the 
Bedlam on I ilh, 12th, 13th March. 
Notice of times will be publicised 
later. 

Another company yet to be decided 
wi ll a lso stage productions at the 
Bedlam between August 16th-29th, 
alternating on a "six hours each" 
basis with the University's thea1re 
company. 

The four young men who will be 
representing Edinburgh University in 
the Granada programme "University 
Challenge" have been chosen. They 
are Iain MacTaggart , Nicholas Grier, 
Magnus Moodie and David Ireland. 
The bus will be taking them and 
supporters to Manchester probably 
on the 4th March. 



Glasgow Follow Suit 
Glasgow follows in the 
footsteps of Edinburgh 
and Dundee 

G lasgow University seems se t to 
adopt the Students' Association 
fo rmula for a new governing body for 
st udent affairs following the 
favourable report submitted by an 
SRC working party. At its last 
statutory meeting, the SRC over
whelmingly adopted the work ing 
party report and wi ll now be ca lli ng 
o n the Universi ty Court to reconvene 
its wor ki ng party o n student affa irs to 
enqu ire in to the feas ibility of the 
project. 

The SRC a nd Queen Margaret's 
Union both now have policies 
fa vo ur ing a n associa ti on, but 
G lasgow University Union and 
G lasgow Univers ity Ath letics Counc il 
are opposed. T he new move towards 
an associa tion met with further 
o pposition last week when a n amend-

G. U.A. C. Presidenl Isobel BlakewaJ,: 
anr i;-associarion. 

ment was pu t forward suggesti ng that 
the issue be made subject to cross
campus referendum. It was, however , 
defea ted on the grounds that the 

• 

projecl was at an early stage and 
st uden ts had little information on 
which to make a decis ion. 

Not enough 
information to decide 

At the present time, student affairs 
a re run on an associa1ion-basis at 
Edinburgh, Strathclyde, Dundee. 
Stirling, Heriot-Watt and. recent ly. St 
Andrews University. 

The structure of student 
represen tation at Glasgow is similar 
to that of Edinburgh University prior 
to the 1973 amalgamation of Un ion 
and SRC into EUSA wh ich the repon 
describes as a "highly successfu l 
com mercia l complex". Dundee 
Students' Associa tion also came in for 
favoura ble comment in the working 

Praise for Dundee 

party report. It claimed tha t thei r 
student body had "benefitted students 
by allowing greater numbers of them 
to participate in the runnin~ of the 

• 
Storm Brewing at S&N 

Breweries intend to 
sweep away housing· in 
Central Edinburgh 

The cha irma n of the Association. 
Ma r,y Whitefie ld, wok the matte r t(! 
the full co uncil meeting of the District 
Council , as they had the power to 
refuse planning permission. However, 

Scottish and .Newcastle Breweries, crucial votes were lost by Counci llor 
will demolish thirty houses in Cornelius Waugh's motion that the 
Holyrood Road, in a substantial Conservative's should all vote the 
tenement block, unless the campaign same way. The District Council's 
of Dumbiedykes Resident Associa- decision to allow the Breweries to go 
tion can persuade them to reverse ahead with their pla ns, was carried by 
their decision. The block. still houses the casting vote of the Lord Provost 
four fa milies, who refuse to move Tom Morgan. 
while the other residents moved for ~S:--·t----~f~S~t_t ___ _ 
fear of impending demolit ion. The ecre ary O a e 
Breweries have offered the remaining "powerless" 
householders no alter native Jn desperation, the Associatio n also 
accommodation. wrote to the Secretary of State for 

S&N, who own the tenement, Scotland, who said he had no power 
intend to expand their business to interfere if the District Council had 
premises, which already dominate the given permission for the destruction. 
lower part of Holyrood Road and the As a last resort , the chairman, 
Royal Mile. helped by members of the University 

The Association is most concerned Settlement is organising the signing of 
that this property should be kept for a petition against the project, by 
housing purposes as accommodation residents of the large View Craig 
is badly needed in central Edinburgh. Street estate, opposite the brewery. 

This will then be presented to the 
chairman of S&N, "So that I can say, 
look, this is what your neighbours 
think of you," said Mary Whitefie ld. 

Ma ny of the residents feel strongly 
about the knocking down of va luable 
housing P£Operty; "it's hard enough to 
find somewhere to live as it is, .. said 
one householder. 

Anti-brewery feeling 
high 

Another complained o f t he 
constant noise day a nd night that the 
breweries make; " I'm sick of them, 
they never listen to co mplaints, I'll 
sign anything against the brewery." 

Others felt that the breweries had 
enough money as it is. 

However there was a feeling amo ng 
some of the residents that no matter 
what pressure people put o n the 
breweries, they would' just go ahead 
and do what thev wanted a nyho w. 

Janet Macleod 

Charity Begins at Home 
Charities . .. 

Application fo r ms are now 
available for any artistic students who 
want to book a lorry for the Floats 
Procession on Saturday 2nd May 
during Charities Week. Apart from 
lorries decorated bicycles, cars, 
roman chariots (!) , etc are also 
expected to line up. 

ESCAMO '8 I , Edinburgh 
University's Rag Mag is on sale now, 
and for anyone Who wants to sell it 
around the Univer.:i ty you could earn 
£5 for every 200 sold. Alternatively a 
free barrel of beer (or equivalent) is 
the prize for anyone who raises £300 
for ESCA before Charities Week by 
selling Rag Mags in some other 
University City. 

The Charities Appeal is also hoping 
to collect Wrappers from Mars 
Sweets and have posted collecting 
bags in appropriate places throughout 
the University. 

For further information ontact 
ESCA at 4 Roxburgh Street Uust up 
from the Pleasance.) 

Personality '81 
ESCA are no w looking for their 

Charit ies' Personality 198 1. This 
yea r's contes t will take place a t a disco 
night in Teviot Ro w on Wed nesday, 
Ma rch 11. The prizes this yea r could 
e nc o ur age m a n y wo ul d-be 
.. personality" queens(and kings). The 
Evening News have donated £ 100 
a lo ng with Annabe l's, the Odeon 
Theatre have o ffered a year's do uble 
tick et , beaut y treatm e nt (fo r 
" queens" we presume!) fro m Mary 
Reid Schoo l of Beauty, a £30 d inner 
fro m the Howtowdie Res taurant , a 
meal for two a t C harlie Pa rker's, and 
L'Auberge Restauran t, a camera fro m 
Ed inburgh Cameras. Other prizes 
include backgammon set, Tra\/e rse 
Theatre tickets , 15 sunbed sess ions 
from- West End Health Club, lunch 
fo r two at Raffae lli Restaurant , and 
vouchers from Femme Boutique, 
Jo hn Menzies and Blank's of Leith. 

Well , what did you expect, a 
Crackerjack pencil? 

So, as Jim Levi wo uld say, see you 
there! 

association''. Dundee's committee 
structure had "increased democracy 
and raised the standard of represen
tat ion'' , the report wen t on. In 
conc lusion, the working party 
rcc.ommcnded that the "most 
desirable" formula for a Glasgow 

Combination of 
Edinburgh and Dundee 
Associations 
association would be a combinat ion 
of elements of both Edinburgh and 
Dundee Associa1ions. 

This la test move to form an 
association fo llows St. Andrews 
recent sett ing up of a Students· 
Association. A referendum was he ld 
at the Unive rsity a nd of the 1183 who 
voted, 864 voted 'yes' aga inst 302 who 
voted 'no'. T his campaign had 
p o li t ical ove rt o n es wit h th e 
Conservat ive Clu b runn ing the 'No' 
campaign. Such political gymnast ics 
is feared by Ms. Blakeway of Glasgow 
join the Scott ish Universities and ge t 
a n association. 

Sha rp Edges on sale 
again 

The a rts magazine Sharp Edges is 
on sale in Union shops, Baumeister's, 
James Thin •s and Better Books o nce 
more. This magazine, which costs 
40p, is not, cla ims one of the editors, 
" pure ly a poetry magazine or a 
university society's newsletter" bu t a 
collectio n of pieces fro m all spheres of 
"art" . Included in this edi tion a re 
some poems from the University's 
own write r in residence, Pe ter Porter. 

The editorial staff are a ll students a t 
Edinburgh Universit)' - Ian Deary, 
And rew Dorward, Andrea Joyce, 
J a mes Mavor and John Fraser. 
Con tribu tions fo r fu tu re issues should 
be sen t to 5a Gloucester Place, 
Edinburgh. 
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News in 
Brief 

Unemployment 
Demonstration m 
Glasgow 

A march of 30,000 people in 
Glasgow last Saturday was the largest 
political demonstration of the past ten 
yea rs in Scotland. The marchefs were 
p rotes t i ng about t he present 
une mp loyment situation. as 
unemployment figures in Scotland 
reach reco rd level since the post-war 
period. T he march was led by the 

Leader of the Opposition Mr Michael 
Foot who went onto speak at a rally in 
in Glasgow. Also speaking was Mr 
To ny Benn. 

"Men at the top of 
Societies' Council" 
take on new role 

As the Societies' Council moves to 
its new premises in the Plcasance, 
changes in the Council's Executive are 
to be made. At present the Societies' 
Council is a sub-body of the SRC. The 
new structure for the Societies' 
Council Executive wi ll be: a president, 
treasurer, secretary, assistant 
secretary along with six co-opted 
members, the Senior President and 
Union President. 

The Societies Council Execut ive is 
to be seen as a diffe rent entity frofn a 
House Committee, but its posi.t ion 
wi ll be the same in relation , to 
managing the bar. 

Societies Centre to have 
a bar! 

New moves have been made to 
install a bar in t he Societies Centre 
after a proposal, which will go the 
Genera l Meeting, was put forward. 

Altho ugh the Union and S RC will 
be concerned wi th the bar a nd 
catering, they see no change in their 
functio n as to the running of the 
centre. 

As the new bar will mean 
amendments to the Union and SRC 
laws, it has to be approved by the 
General Meeting with a quorate: 

T he bar will be on the ground floor 
where it was situated during the 
Festival. Maclays Ale will be so ld but 
fina l arra ngements are still 10- be 
made. 

Open Forum Flop! 
An open forum which was to have

been held in Pollock Refectory last 
week turned out to be a real disasteF. 

The forum was to allow students to 
ask questions about the cuts in the 
University's budget. There to answer 
Questio ns was the Universi tf s. 
Principal Dr. Burnett and the Semor 
President John Sturrock. As o nly two 
students turned up to ask~ questions 
the forum bad t o be a bandoned. 

Senior President J ohn Sturrock 
co mmenting on the turn-out said 
'"They had their chance! .. 

Are Edinburgh 's 
residents paying too 
much for the rates? 

In a recen t publication by the 
Lothian Regional Council branch o f 
the Labour G roup it states that 
Lothiap Council gets less than 
o ther authority in Scotland. Whereas 
o ther councils may need lO coffect
o nly 33 per Cent for the Rate Support 
G rant, Lo thian has lO find 56 per cent 
of its money from the ra tes. 

New Editor for 'Student' 
The editor of next_term's 
'Student' and the final 
edition of this term will 
be Allan Hunter wfiO:
has been Student's film
editor for the past two 
years. 
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Alice Hopkins 
LouiSa Blair 
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Colin Macllwain 
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Babs Nicoll 
Penny Simps()n 
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Jim Levi 
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Tom Shearer 
Sandy Murray 
Patricia Togneri 
Simon Esterson 
Gwenn McCrcalh 

1 Buccleuch Place 
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Editorial 

The Loyal Opposition 
The first two years of this Conservative administration 

have been far from plain sa iling for Mrs Thatcher's 
Government but in one major area they have had 
remarkable good fortune: the lack of a credible, coherent 
political opposition. The persistent internecine warfare in 
the ranks of the Labour Party is the spoonful of sugar that is 
largely allowing the monetarist medicine to go down. 

In retrospect the delayed exit of Jim Callaghan only 
se rved as stay of execution with his presence an 
embarrassing reminder of a humiliating defea t. He didn't 
heal any Party wounds but merely kept the patient alive, if 
well seda ted. Michael Foot must be judged an uninspiring 
choice, at best; a rambling, discursive leader who is as 
shortsighted as he is petty minded (witness the returned 
cheques of the Social-Democrats due to attend the 
Callaghan testimonial). The essence of his attacks is 
dissipated in tangential diversions and decades-old 
parallels; an entertaining after-dinner speaker but not a 
powerful political force. He attacks little but prefers grand 
empty gestures like unemployment rallies . When it comes to 
the less romantic slog of concerted Party assaults and 
specific appeals he doesn't want to know. Struggling 
nationalised industries hoping to capitalise on the miners' 
qualified successes are greeted by the following Foot 
utterance in Glasgow last Friday: "Good luck to them". 

Letters 

Surely the Leader of the Opposition could offer something a 
little more concrete than this? 

The media must share part of the blame with the 
unbending Iron Lady and the procrastinations of the 
Social-Democrats deemed far juicier copy than the 
Liberals' alternative economic programme or alternative 
Labour proposals. 

Alternatives do exist and are espoused by noted political 
figures but there is a distinct communications problem. 
How many "voters in the street" have an inkling of the 
Liberals' programme or could say specifically what the 
Labour Party would do that goes beyond a rosy view of 
things being better with Maggie out. The Opposition needs 
to put its message across and is blatantly failing in this 
respect. 

This Government is being allowed to change the face of 
the industrial heartland of Britain whilst throwing 
thousands of individuals on the scrap heap as very few 
dissenting voices gain ho ld of a disillusioned populace's 
attention . A populace, in the opinion of whom, it can move 
from 13.5 per cent behind Labour to 0.5 per cent ahead with 
breathtaking ease. 

In this cou:itry we have what is termed a "loyal 
Opposition", this Parliament is following the first part of 
that definition too closely for comfort. 

Undercover Threats 

Brits in Ulster 
Sir, 

May we thank The Studenr for yet 
another example of factua l and 
balanced reporting that is to be found 
in Mr Cunninghame's article 
" 'Turncoa1· Speaks Ou1". Loa1h 
though we a re 10 cri1icise such a 
perfect piece of predictable rhetoric 
we feel 1hat some comment is 
necessary. 

Your reporter implies 1hat 1he 
UDA should be declared illegal -
despite the obvious difficuhies of 
gaol ing 1he UDA ·s 50,000 men; even if 
such a course was desirable. Men1ion 
is a lso made of the British Army's 
terrible breaches of "pe rso nal 
freedom", wi1hou1 corresponding 
ack nowledgement of 1he most last ing 
breaches of personal freedom of1en 
brough1 about by IRA bombs (not to 
mention IRA drills o n Catholic knee
caps). 

One of the more absurd ideas in the 
article is that the British Army shou ld 
be "withdrawn immediately". Who 
doubts that Protestants both in the 
Province and in Liverpool , 
Manchester, Glasgow, Birmingham 
a nd London would not honour the 
Covena nt of the 28th September 1912, 
to the immediate detriment of the 
Catholics. Su rely you r reporter does 
not look forward to the destruction 
that such a struggle would produce -
or does he? 

It would have been perhaps a little 
more truthful if the terror of the IRA 
against the Catholics was mentioned 
to explain why there are not greater 
numbers of the minority in the RUC 
- but then who 'expects the truth 
from The Student? 

Finally, we wish to indicate o ur 
hostility to the myth of an historical 
Iri sh unity. Nortern Ireland is not an 
"artifi cial nightmare" , it is a natural 
religious division - hard though it 
may be fo r the aetheistic libcr
bourgeoisie of this university to 
appreciate that fact! The only form of 
political unity was from 180 1 to 1922 
under the Act of Union. Ancient 
Ireland is often called upon to justify 
the movement for unity despite the 
fact that even the brief periods of Ard 
Ri rule were characterised by 
instability and bloody conflict. 

We hope our opposition to the 
views o f Mr Cunninghame and his 
"fashionably garbed" friends is quite 
clear. 

Yours faithfully, 
Patrick Michael Cullen. 

Closed Forum 
Sir, 

Whilst we were very pleased to see 
that the Principal, Rector and John 
Sturrock were coming to Pollock to 
give us an opportunity of finding out 
exactly how much of the University is 
going 10 be des1royed by the 
Government's spending cuts, we 
a lmost failed to notice the significance 
of thi s "Open Forum". There was 
plenty of publicity, bu1 o n all 1he 
notices and handbill s we saw, the 
speakers a nd the subjects were in 
small print at the bottom, ins1ead of 
being given maximum emphasis. This 
ma y account for the pitiful attendance 
and the resulting cancellation of the 
meeting. It would be surprising (to us 
al least) if there 1Urned out to be no 
student interest in the fact that, for 
example , three departments may well 
disappear from the University- isn't 
it just that people don't realise how 
se rious the latest, more or less 
unannounced, cuts are? 

However , i1 is an ill wind .... We 
fo und that Radio Forth were 
broadcasting a programme about the 
cuts in thi s Unive rsity, interviewing 
J ohn St urrock amongst others. Why 
was the "Open Forum" scheduled to 
coincide with this programme? Why 
was there no publicity abou t it? 
Surely , Mr Sturrock, as one of the 
participants, cou ld have found when 
the programme was going out. 

It occurred to us that o ne reason for 
this lack of publicity was that the 
programme was considered to be not 
worth hearing. Mr Sturrock, the 
Senior President of the Students' 
Association, elected to look after 
student interests, regrelled the cuts(at 
least , we think he did, for surely no 
o ne is more adept at talking for 
severa l minutes without saying 
anything) but felt that "we shouldn't 
become overwrought about it" and 
that "we must be positive in a negative 
s ituation". As the programme 

, presenter sa id , those who were most 
prepared to justify money being spen t 
on universities were Owen Dudley 
Edwards of the History Department 
and Mark Kennedy. John Sturrock's 
reasonable ness is commendable , but 
is this not one issue on which he 
should take a ·Stand? 

Yours sincerely, 
Kathleen Byrne 
Caroline Allen. 

Racist Imperialism 
Sir, 

Having been suitably provoked by 
the proverbit.1 red rag which appeared 
in the Student last week (in which Ken 
Murray revealed the/acts behind the 
British Nationality Bill) I felt 
compelled to register my abhorrence 
to Mr Murray's attitude and 
argument. 

. it seems that very little has changed as 
far as this interfering with their 
politics, culture and resources we have 
shed the 'White Man's Burden' and 
may turn our backs with no moral 
obligation whatsoever. 

Without wishing to combat the 
author's regurgitated right-wing 
dogma with simila rl y stale left wing 
propaganda (as I am sure others will 
do) I would like to say rather, that it 
was his tone and attitude to this issue 
which I found particularly disturbing. 
In a democratic society any potential 
legislation which may threaten the 
freedom of movement and status of 
individuals is bound to cause 
controversy and concern. And 
naturally a body like 'The Council for 
Civil Liberties' (as its very name 
suggests) will be one at the forefront 
of the debate. So it is rather reckless to 
assume that it is a case of"therefore it 
must be ... RACIST! Yahoo!", let's 
jump on the left wing bandwagon. 
Indeed the presence of many non-left 
groups (the Liberal Party is one 
example) in the campaign against the 
bill suggest that this is not the case -
as the tone of Ken Murray's argument 
implies. This is not a matter to be 
treated in simple left / right terms, 
neither is it a matter to be treated 
lightly. 

Mr Murray states that until fairly 
recently Britain had an Empire and 
graciously bestowed British 
nationalit y upon those "owing 
allegiance to the British Crown." A 
look at the map of Africa and Asia 
where English is one of the major 
languages testifies to the fact that the · 
natives were, for many years, 
encouraged to feel that they were 
British. Indeed, an outstanding 
example is India, which for some time 
returned members to the British 
House of Commons. In addition the 
author conveniently forgets to 
mention in his potted history of 
British Imperialism that the 
government of this country were 
content, for some time, to induce 
Commonwealth immigrants here as 
menial labour (I am referring 
particularly to the periods during and 
immediately after the two world wars) 
until it was no longer necessary to do 
so. In o ther words it suited Britain to 
label these people as British when it 
was convenient for them to do so and 

Finally, the Citizenship of British 
Dependent Territories is conferred 
upon those living in Hong Kong, 
Belize etc. We magnamiously allow 
them to live in their own terro rities -
big deal. But what of Northern 
Ireland? Should not the residents of 
Ulster be conferred with this status 
also. With Mr Murray's keen 
knowledge of British Empire History 
he will know that Ireland was not 
always subject to the British Crown 
but was another of our colonial 
exploits. Is this Catch 22 or is it just 
that the Irish didn't get it because their 
skin was the wrong colour? 

Edmund Adams 

SRC - Off our backs! 
Sir, 

In support of Jame Law and her 
letter c0nccrning the Moonies last 
week I would like to point out a few 
things. 
I. That discrimination such as is 
practised by the SRC against the 
Moonies is totally in opposition to the 
ideas of justice and dcmoncracy we 
arc led to expect of our SRC. 
2. That we allow without question 
freedom of speech and organisation to 

· all other religious and political groups 
who wish work within the University 
so how, on the basis of medieval
type superstition and one or two 
unhappy family histories, can we deny 
the Unjfication Church this right? 
3. We are in an institution of 
education and we are all long past the 
stage when our parents told us not to 
play with the Tinkers because they 
were dirty. 

It is magnanimous of the SRC to 
take on the role of parent and attempt 
to save us from corrupt influences but 
I for one would certainly appreciate a 
little credit to my intelligence and 
integrity. I ask Rory Knight Bruce 
and his associates to practise a little 
democracy and allow us to choose, 
without pre-imposed prejudice, our 
own religious affiliation. I would 
appreciate a public reply from those 
on the S RC who continue to support 
this ludicrous ban on the Unfication 
Church. 

Yours faithfully, Harriet Brown 



Platform 
Confusion 
amongst the 
Clergy 

Where has confusion go.ne? It no 
longer covers heroines overcome by 
hearty heroes and it has long since 
departed Ecclefechan. The story goes 
that the stationmaster there 
suc!cum bed cnth usiastically to 
wartime guidelines on secrecy in 
relation to the railway network, with 
the effect that, whenever trains pulled 
in, he would call out, .. Here ye are fur 
whaur ye're gaun! A'you in there fur 
here come oot!" Few would mourn 
extreme Ecclefechan ex.istentialism: it 
is to be regretted that even fewer 
people allow confusion its proper and 
important place in human experience. 

It may surprise the reader to 
discover that confusion features large 
in the life and work of most 
clergymen. Some years ago I was 
visiting an old woman in a geriatric 
ward. During a space in our 
conversation, I became aware that I 
was the-subject of a raucous exchange 
between beds across the room ... If 
that's a doctor, I dinna like him!" 
yelled one octogenarian to another. 
.. Wheesht Isabel! It's not a doctor. It's 
a meeinster!" .. Oh! That's a' right 
then!" 

The conversation made sense to the 
speakers: confusion belong solely to 

University 
Counselling 
Service 

Everyone has hard of Night Line 
but for those not feeling so depressed 
- who perhaps even feel their 
problem us too trivial there is a service 
which can help. Why do an article on 
the Counselling and Advice Service? 
Well few people seem to know about it 
and with the 'general' depression of 
the second term it just might help a 
few people. 

This service is on the first floor at 
No. 7 Buccleuch Place. You are 
ushered into a quiet waiting room -
cosy with armchairs and a warm fire. 
When it's your tum you go through to 
the back. The atmos·phere is equally 
snug and if University is your problem 
you escape it by looking out to the 
edge of the Meadows. 

The staff consists of two 

the wiliting eavesdropper, agonising 
in lonely omnipotence about the 
qualitative difference of medic and 
cleric. 

The man of God, I say, is at home 
with confusion, but the collusive 
pressure on any clergyman to be a 
paradigm of certainty, security and 
omnipotence cannot be under
estimated. So many people want 
something '"to hold onto", " to give a 
sense of security", "to think about", 
that the unfortunate ecclesiastic is 
hard pressed not to be swamped by 
such neediness to the point where he 
begins actively to believe that he a nd 
God together can satisfy the voracious 
appetites for religious hand-rails, 
heavenly mansions and pious puns. 
Doubt, uncertainty and confusion are 
permitted the minister only in relation 
to matters such · as the prospect of 
good weather, the nomination of 
moderators designate and the 
paternity of the parish siren's 
children. The pastoral relationship is 
thus reduced to the likeness of 
slapstick· comedy in which the 
clergyman hurls dishes brimming with 
pie-in-the-sky a t the faces of the 
glabrous, pink-scrubbed faithful. 
Social pressure binds clergy and 
people together in curious bonds of 
righteousness , enthusiasm and 
goodness which would be fettered to 
no other relational experience. No a 
flicker of doubt , nor a glimmer of 
uncertainty, nor a mite of confusion is 
allow to betray any sign of life before 
death. Clerical confusion can be so 
lonely! 

This pastiche is far removed in 
nature from the moment when Jacob 
who, neeing his hindred , his country 

overworked members - and now one 
overworked members - a new one is 
soon to join. They see four to six 
students a day for an hour each and fit 
in other work to do with the 
organisation around the appoint
ments. Both are fully qualified social 
workers and anything ·which you tell 
them is absolutely confidential. 
Likewise if they write to you it is with 
your permission. 

So what problems do they deal with 
So what problems do they deal 

with? Basically anything. It was 
stressed that anyone is welcome even 
with what they consider to be a trivial 
problem. lt is not desperate cases 
alone which are dealt with . Problems 
covered include homesickness, 
loneliness, insecurity, lack of 
confidence in work and the lack of 
concentration on work , relationships 
breaking up and sexual problems of 
many kinds. 

These are dealt with by someone 
who can act as an objective friend and 
listen and help to analyse the problem. 
Depending on the person involved 
other appointments can be made and 
if the person involved is desperate 

and, he supposed, his God, was 
surprised b the power of his celes tial 
vision at Bf?th-el. One thinks, too, of 
Moses, confused by the ubiquitous 
burning scrub, on an occasion when it 
was not consumed by the name; or 
else of the tales of confused fishermen, 
watching Jesus walk on water or feed 
a multitude on meagre rations. The 
interpretation of these and many 
other phenomena has rested severe ly 
on the novel or miraculous character 
of these manifestations of God, to the 
neglect of the confusion brought to 
life in the wintesses. It is easy to think 
of these people as deluded , 
superstituous primeval simpletons: 
but we must be aware that such light 
dismissal discharges us from any 
obligation to take seriously the 
validity of their human experience or, 
more importantly, the very moment 
when their expectation and reality are 
discrepant, when reasori and the 
senses are divorced by the intrusion of 
conflicting singals. It is the tragedy of 
many lives that these conflicts are 
simply denied. More often than not , 
singals received in seeming opposit ion 
are subjected to arbi tra ry affirmation 
or reject ion and no interior space is 
allocated to the containment of 
confusion in order that it might find 
equilibrium in its own time, after its 
own fashion . 

i have no wish to press theological 
interpretation on all experience where 
reality connicts with reason or indeed 
demand exlcusive rights on 
confustion for divines. But I would 
argue with passion that it violates the 
nature of confusion to exude from it 

then they will be seen as qmckly as 
possible although office hours are 
kept to. If a person is so depressed 
they may be referred to the Health 
Service. However, the aim is that all 
decisions arc taken by the person 
involved so that they do not feel they 
are being manipulated but are pulling 
themselves together. The stress is also 
laid on the fact that it is normal to feel 
deprc!ssed in some specific 
circumstances. The majority of 
circumstances. Last year the majority 
of students who attended were first 
year. Staff attended and students were 
not necessarily from Edinburgh -
some were old students, Art College 
students or potential students. 
Overseas students are also an 
important element in that they have 
the difficulty, among other things , of 
reconciling different cultures. 

The second term is often the 
businest - I had to wait a week for an 
appointment - although an 
inverview for the student ca'n hardly 
be regarded as critical. Why is it the 
busiest? To many first years, their first 
University exams loom frighteningly 
on the horizon a nd to those taking 

the possibility of God's presence, as 
much as it 4evalues Him to assilme 
that His activity excludes experience 
of perplexity or even of turmoil. 
Indeed, there is evidence to suggest 
that Jesus occasionally taught with 
the sole aim of leaving room for 
confusion: "That is how it will be 
when the Son of Man comes. Then 
there will be two men in the field ; one 
will be taken, the other left; two 
women grinding at the mill ; one will 
be taken, the other left." (Mt. 24. 39b-
41). There are ample evidences that he 
taught in such a way as to encourage 
confusion in his hearers; that he was 
concerned to destroy prejudice and 
the battery of other disa rming 
properties which defend us from any 
compassionate engatement with our 
neighbour, but rather confirm us in 
our delusion that fantasy is reality, 
that we are what we a re not and have 
what we have not : "Take care, then , 
how you listen; for the man who has 
will be given more and the man who 
has not will forfeit even what he thinks 
he has." (Lk. 8. 18). It is disquieting to 
acknowledge that the religion of 
giving can a lso be the religion of 
taking away. 

In this light it is not so surprising 
that the theologian is at home with 
confusion. As a pastor he has to resist 
strong temptation to take it away; as a 
preacher he has difficulty giving it 
away. Without his confusion, the 
cleric is a caricature, a person who 
switches from twinkles to clasped 
hands, patronising pats to concerned 
smiles, ruddy cheeks to virginal 
blushes all at the tinkle of a china 

finals - well they know what's I 
coming. To others work is at its most 
intense a nd yet courses don't seem to 
have got together. For many the first 
term holds promise - especially for 
first years - the second term is more 
realistic and you know what to expect. 

The service is small but persona l. 
Dreams for the future lie in expansion 
but with cuts this seems impractical. 
Other improvements the Counselling 
Service would like are: 
(I) Improved staff / student 
relationships. 
(2) The breaking up of large 
impersonal units to give a feeling of. 
belonging. 
(3) Time set aside when people can be 
non-competitive :- even Wednesday 
afternoons for many involves winning 
or losing in something. For the 
individual it was suggested that there 
could be somewhere for people to ga in 
the satisfaction of creation - art and 
craft - and to be able to please 
oneself instead of the professor armed 
with a red marking pen. 
(4) More first years put in halls - a 
random survey suggested that for first 
years this was the happiest place 
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teacup, an easy target to lampoon. 
But so it is with any figure, public or 
private, who loses touch with the 
ambivalent relationship of reason 
with sense. 

The affirmation of reason and the 
senses together is far from easy. There 
is much pain and weariness, delight 
and sa ti sfaction , hope and despair 
invo lved in attentiveness to the dual 
voices. Christ ians see this affirmation 
.personified in a broken body upon a 
cross and are allowed no illusions of 
certainty or security for themselves. 
The cross is at once the effusion and 
containment of confusion. Applied to 
a life, this means that doubt , 
uncertainty and confusion may 
appear overwhelming but are not in 
themselves absolute. 

So when next you see a cle rgyman 
looking vague, it is likely that part of 
him is in a world peopled by angels, 
archangels, principalities and powers 
and he is mildly surprised that they are 
enthusing about Concorde and using 
computers. This is not as mad as may 
seem: Robert Graves gathers it a ll 
together in a poem IN BROKEN 
IMAGES from which l quote the first 
and last couplets: 
"He is quick , thinking in clear images; 
I am slow, thinking in broken images. 

He in a new confusion of his 
understanding 

I in a new understanding of my 
confusion." 

Fergus A. Smith 
Chaplain 

rather than flung in a bedsit or a flat in 
down-town Leith. 

The Service would also like to do 
more at KB. At the moment they 
operate at the welfare service but most 
students have to go to Buccleuch 
Place as there is simply not enough 
staff at times to go round. The realistic 
answer may be another member of 
staff. 
should be said about the Advise Side. 
This deals with practical problems 
such as grants, and covenant systems. 
They have a connection with a branch 
of lawyers who will give free advice 
a nd if there is a court case - at 
minimum cost. They deal with 
problems of visas for overseas 
students and with employment 
problems and social security. 

Basically the message they put 
across is that if you are feeling down 
for whatever reason and you feel you 
want someone to talk to go and see 
them. T hat's what they are there for . 

H. R. Duddridge 

Letters----------------------------------------
sir, 

Once again the subject of Northern 
Ireland raises its head in the student 
newspaper with the coming of the ex; 
soldier Mike Briggs to the University. 
One is eager to ask how much the 
Cunninghame / Briggs interview 
reported in the Student is aCtually the 
utterances of Briggs or the reporter, as 
for most of it, the reporter has 
declined to quote the actual words of 
Mr Briggs. In fact it seems very much 
that the reporter has tended to include 
some of his pwn comments. However 
this is neither here nor there - the fact 
remains the comments arc the same 
no matter who has said them and 
should be answered. 

The report claims that soldiers have 
deserted the army on the realisation 
"that they were to perpetrate an 
aggressive sectarian state created by a 
British government in 1922, anxious 
to reap the benefits of the large 
economic investment made in N. Irish 
industry." Surely the report is missing 
the whole point entirely - had Britain 
been so eager to hold on to Northern 
Ireland would there have been any 
reason for Ulster men to band 
together in the lJVF to defend 
themselves from a sell out to Dublin. 
Was not· the whole point of the 
original Home Rule bill one that was 
to rid the problem of Ireland as a 
whole from Great Britain. To try to 
portray N. Ireland as a valuable 

source of income to Great Britain in 
1922 is preposterous - there is no 
doubt it was in a healthier economic 
position than today but the I 922 
government was just as anxious that 
Ireland would be granted Home Rule 
as a unit as Dr Paisley would argue the 
Thatcher government is today. 

Furthermore, I think it is essential 
to get the enemies of the British Army 
in Ulster into perspective. When 
reading the article one has to laugh at 
the logic of the presenter in his 
attempt to arouse sympathy. "The 
constant patrolling of the mainly 
Catholic areas, despite the fact that 
the Protestant Paramilitary are 
ultimately the' most dangerous force. 
... " Does the presenter takes us all to 
be fools? Does the presenter not 
realise that the IRA who have been 
responsible for 90% of the murders of 
civilians and probably 95% of the 
murder of the security forces mainly 
operate from Republican areas which 
are predominantly Roman Catholic? 
And to say that the Protestant 
Paramilitary is "Ultimately the most 
dangerous force" surely must be 
qualified. Certainly it would be a 
dangerous force if Northern Ireland 
was to lose her position within the 
United Kingdom but for what reason 
other than that would the Protestant 
Paramilitaries wage a war against the 

British Army as the IRA are doing. 
I do not try to defend the 

outrageous behaviour of a minority of 
the soliders in Ulster who maltreat 
civilians during searches but I do 
believe that these searches are 
necessary - just as the searching of 
property for ·arms is. If the presenter 
feels the army should be more sociable 
when conducting a house search in the 
early hours of the morning can he 
suggest an effective alternative -
perhaps he envisages a system of 
mutually arranged appointment 
times. I am sure the GOC understands 
that not even terrorists like to be 
wakened in the middle of the night 
and . I say terrorists because these 
house searches are often very 
profitable. 

Further he advocates withdrawal 
from N. Ireland and the disbanding of 
the RUC. Once again the same old 
story. Does the commentator know 
that after disbanding the B Specials 
the Government designed the UDR 
specifically as a non-sectarian security 
force yet today there is hardly a 
Roman Catholic in its ranks . 
Similarly the RUC has set aside at 
least one third of their force for the 
relgious miniorities and again it is 
predominantly Protestant. The fault 
is not so much with the organisations 
as with the people who will not join 
them. Perhaps the "genuinely 
impartial" system advocated n the 
report should be run on a conscription 
basis so that whether the religious! 

minority want to join it or not they 
will damn well have to. 

The labelling of the IRA as freedom 
fighters does not deserve any serious 
comment apart from the definition 
that a freedom fighter is one who 
fights the forces and instruments of 
the state not one who murders 
civilians while in pubs, restaurants or 
city centres. Plus a freedom fighter 
has the support of the mass 
populatioia. not 2% of it as in the case 
of the IRA. 

However the part I found most 
amusing of all was the picture 
conveyed up of the hooded SAS men 
in South Armagh. I'd like to remind 
Mr Cunninghame that Iran does not 
have an embassy in Crossmaglen and 
the nature of SAS work there is very 
much under cover - even men in 
Ulster with hoods over their heads 
look a bit conspicuous. 

Yours, 
Sam Curry 

J would like to challenge the 
t1uthenticity of your figures, e.g. "the 
TRA have been responsible for 90 per 
cent of civilian murders and 95 percent 
of the murders of the security forces" 
... and even more unlikely that the IRA 
receive the support of "29 per cent of 
the population". Perhaps Mr Curry is 
unaware of the fact that a third of the N. 
Irish population is Catholic, the vast 
majority of whom, if not giving their 
active support, know where their 

sympathies lie when it comes 10 a choice 
between the IRA and their traditional 
oppressors the RUC and the Army. I 
wonder where you gleaned these 
remarkable statistics from? A Sunday 
Times MORI poll perhaps? - hardly 
the most impartial authority on this 
particular maiter! 

The trouble is that this is yet another 
example of how difficult it is to have a 
reasoned "objec,tive" (if it is still 
possible 10 use that word in this context) 
discussion about N. Ireland without the 
whole thing degenerating into emotive 
sectarian head-banging. As long as the 
British press, under the omniscien1 
gu idan ce of their wonderful 
government. continue to deny the public 
the hard fac ts of the situation 
(Granada's "The Troubles" being a 
notable exception) the bi11erness and 
confusion will continue - but perhaps 
this is the intention anyway. 

Patrie'[ Cuninl;l,:l.1mc 

Sir, 
It is entirely due to the affable 

nature of yourself that I am able to 
register a congratulatory note to 
Prince Charles and Lady Diana 
Spencer on their engagement. It 
would be facetious and in appropriate 
to add more than this, an (I hope) 
unanimously felt wish for the future 
happiness of the Heir to the throne 
and his wife-to-be. 

L. s. 

..... 
C 
Q.) 
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Sports Shorts 
Congratulations to Alan Whyte, 

Roddy Langmuir and Gillian 
Kendrick of the Ski Club who have 
been selected to compete in the World 
Student Winter Games atJac~. Spain. 

The Riding Club made a successful 
· trip to the frozen north last weekend 
to compete in the Scottish 
Championship at Aberdeen. The 
team came second, against strong 
opposition, with the home team 
winning the tournament. Mary 
Munro was third and Jill Wright 
fourth equal in the individual placings 

Six members of the Football Club 
- Mike Carney, Neil Cook, Euan 
Gillespie, Dave McCaig, Bill Moncur 
and Brian Sloan - are in the Scottish 
Universities· side to play Ireland at 
Peffermill on Monday, with Gillespie 
captaining the team. 

The Women's Hockey Club 
certainly won their outdoor title in 
style, scori ng 36 goals and conceding 
none. They beat Aberdeen 1-0, 
Strathclyde 3-0, St. Andrews and 
Heriot-Watt 4-0, Stirli ng 5-0, 
Glasgow 6-0 and Dundee I 3-0. 
Results 

Wednesday 18th February 
Football: v. St Andrews (A) 
1st Xl won 2-1 (Philp, Boyd) 
2nd XI won 4-0 (Morrison, Rankin 2, 
Cowan) 
Colts' Xl won 6-1 (Lewis 4, Edgar, A. 
Russell) 
Saturday 21st February 
Football: 1st XI v. Civil Service 
Strollers (H) drew 0-0 
2nd XI v. Tollcross (A) drew J-1 
(Rankin) 
Colts' XI v. Westport (A) Jost 1-2 
(Lewis) 
Men's Hockey: 1st XI v. St. AndrCws 
(A) drew 1-1 
2nd XI v. Kirkcaldy (H) won 1-0 
Sunday 22nd February 
Men's Hockey: 1st XI v. Watsonians 
(H) won 1-0 
2nd X I v. lnverlcith (A) won 4-0 
Forthcoming Fixtures 
Saturday, 28th Feb: 
Football: lsl XI v. Craigroyston (H). 
Rugby: ls1 XV v. Hutchcson's (A). 
Women's ll ockey: 1st XI v. Kirkca ldy 
(H); 2nd XI v. Trancnt (H ). 
Lacrosse: Universit ies Tournament 
(Peffermill). 
Basketball: SUSF Championships. 
Shinty: v. St Andrews (H). 

SKI CLUB NOTICE u- Coppice 
Hotel Weekend is now on again! 
Friday 27th February. Priority to 
those on cancelled trip. 

!Double SUSF Win 
I
. Onenteenng estima,ed ,he comp1e,i1y of the area, help on ,he day, as we11 as to ,hose 

ran too fast and finished further who set out the seventy markers on 
Peter Duthie down !he field. !he Saturday, while the planner was 

For the women, second to fourth playing truant at the Carnethy Hill 
On Sunday the Orienteeing Club places were EUOC runners. Our race . Despite initial problems, all 

organised the SUSF championships winning team was C lare Heard man, results were computed that night, with 
at Gullane, on an excellent new a rea. Nancy McIntyre and Les ley Ba rwise. efficiency due to the Captain's 
Men's and Women's representative All ran below their best, though supplying non-alcoholic refreshment! 
teams of three ran, and both won, Clare's run in the national cross- Next week a minibus is taking 
clearly demonstrating Edinburgh's country on the Saturday can't have committed members to Sandringham 
supremacy in Scottish Orienteering. helped. for the Midland Charrips. The Sunday 
Colin McIntyre ran well in one second Organising such an event requires a after we are going to Galloway and all 
over the hour to take the individual lot of work, with six visits to the beginners are welcome to that event. 
medal, also beating all non- forest, seventy controls to double Finally - what was it that four 
championship competitors. Our other check, eight courses to plan, a nd three male orienteers were heard screaming 
counters were Steve Murdoch and hundred a nd fifty runners to time. while running down Whitehouse 
Jonathan Musgrave - who under- Many thanks to all who turned out to Loan with outstretched arms on 

Sunda ? 

Yanks roll on 
Men's Basketball 
Stanley Bernard 

Chances are that the only dribbling 
you've done is with your feet and that 
the on ly travelling you·ve done is 
outside the Pleasance Gymnasium. 

Enter the Edinburgh University 
Basketball Team. You probably 
didn't even know we existed. The fact 
is that we dribble with our hands 
(although we don't head with our feet) 
and that we travel both in our 
converted-brewery gym (travelling is 
a basketball infraction for taking too 
many steps - and you thought rugby 
offs ides were difficult to follow ... ) 
and outside Edinburgh as we take on 
the basketball powerhouses of 
Scotland. Actua ll y, there is one 
powerhouse team in Scotland, and 
that's us, the Edinburgh Yankees. 

Why. call the Edinburgh Univ. 
Team the Yankees? Well I really 
didn't want to ca ll us ''Team 
America'', but that's what we are. Our 
team comes from all over: New York, 
Pennsylvania, California, Tennessee 
(Tennessee? Docs Elvis play for you?) 
- you get the idea. However, we do 
have our Scottish and English 
representatives. And we do have fun. 
Even . ot the 9 O'clock News is boring 
by comparison. Have you ever seen a 
mad ost rich rushing down the court, 
trying 10 nap its wings and do a 
whirlybird in air to shoot a basketball 
- and then pull its head out of the 
ground? No? Then you shou ld sec 
Sam, our loveable 6'5" centre (Note: 
he 's the closest thing to a "goalie .. -
in basketball, we would need ladders 
to tend our 10' goa l). And then we 
have our share of drama [why not?]
o ur "coach" is an English Ph.D-to be. 
.. or not to be), such as Crazy Jo hn's 
flowing adaptation of a tender 
ballerina as he twirls and floats up the 
basket and comes crashing down with 
the sound of a Volcanic eruption from 

Mt. St. Helen's. Oh, we do have our 
fun after the ga me as we ll. 

The Edinburgh University men's 
basketba ll team continued to 
overpower local rival s last week, 
beating Lothian Leagu e 1eams 
Poriobello (92-60) and Ramrod 
Welders (60-59) to increase the team 
record to 17 wins against only two 
losses. Against the undermanned 
Port obc llo team. the y blanke1ed 
the opponents with a fierce man-to
man full-court press to fo rce 
numerous turnovers. Mitch y "Pooh" 
Schwartz led the parade of scorers 
with 20 points while Larry "Rock .. 
Kra vetc continued his outstand ing 
guard-play and accurate breakneck 
passing. Against the Welders, 
however, the sto ry took a turn. 
Limited to only five players, due to 
injuries related to The Who concert, 
the "Yanks" travelled to the outer 
limits of the city to play an opponent 
whom 1hey had beaten by some 37 
points earlier in the season. Despite 
excess ive fouling by the aggress ive 
We ld e r s, Edinburgh failed to 
capitalise by shooti ng less than 
accurately at the free throw line. 
However. good team hustle and the 
best all-round effort to date of Sam 
Center (19 points) with exce llent 
support from Bill Clyde ( I 8 poinlS) 
and Alan Halpin ( 12 points) helped 
seal the hard-fought victory and thus 
secure the University's posi1ion atop 
the Lothian League standings. 

The team heads into the exciting 
Scottish Unive rsities Championsh ip 
1his weekend at H eriot-Watt 
University as co-favourites with 
Aberdeen (who won the only con test 
between the two teams m overtime in 
November). Siay tuned as the 
"Yanks" try 10 roll on. 

P.S. Try-outs for cheer-leaders for 
the championships will be held on 
Thursday night (February 26) at 7.30 
at the Plcasa ncc Gymnasium. 

No Gala day for Burgh 
Football 
The Onlooker 
Edinburgh Univ 0, Gala Fairydean 2 

On what proved to be the 
proverbial black day, Ga la 
Fairydean disposed easily of an un
usually lethargic University side. It 
was most unfortunate that the home 
side chose to reserve their most 
incompetent display of the season for 

thi s important King Cup quarter final 
tic. Indeed the performance was 
reminiscent of a similar showing in the 
semi final stage of the same com
petition las1 year. 

The visitors line up comprised of 
some well developed physiques with a 
ruggedness perhaps born from 
seeking to perpetrate the game of
soccer in a rugby orientated 
community. Spurred on by wind 
advanta~c and a more positive 

Dave McCaig tries to set ·up I Moncur obviously preparing 10 

another home attack with Bill follow up. 

Uni go 
South for 
Ace win! 
Bridge 

Edinburgh University won the 
British Universities and Colleges 
bridge team championships for the 
first time in recorded history. The 
event was played over a weekend at 
the University of London Union, with 
33 teams competing. As time would 
not permit playing matches against a ll 
the ot her teams the format used is o ne 
where teams play against other teams 
who have won the same number of 
matches. This guarantees at most one 
team will emerge unbeaten at the end 
of the weekend, and also that matches 
should get closer and more 
competitive towards the end. 

The Edinburgh team compri sed 
Gordon McRobcrt, Raul Sutton, 
Ross Kennedy and Mike Whittaker 
and produced the following· resu lts. 
v. Salford Won I 5-5 
v. Bristol Won 20-0 
v. Sussex Won 15-5 
v. Un iversi ty College. London Won 
12-8 
v. Oxford Won 17-3 
v. Imperial College, London Won 16-
4. 

Kennedy and Whittaker finished 
runners-up in the Pairs competition 
which was also held and McRobcrt 
and Sutton won the Consolation 
Pairs to complete a near monopoly of 
the competition. 

Final placings: 
Edinburgh Univ. 95 pts. 
Imperial College, London 92 pts 
Aberystwth Univ. 84 pts 
Oxford Univ. 78 pts 

Gordon McRobert 

approach to the game. Ga la soon 
became encamped in Edinburgh's half 
The woodwork intervened in the 
University 's favour in the opening 
minutes. and clearly the pattern had 
been set. If anythi ng can ever be said 
to be inevitable, the opening goal 
mu s t be categorised as such. 
Operating on the strange premise that 
the marking of opponents on the edge 
of the penalt y area at corner kicks is 
not an essential fea ture of the modern 
game, the home side permitted the 
alert Gala player a clear sight at 

goal. The scorer displayed no 
hesitancy in accepting this piece of 
philanthrophy, by dispatching the 
ball behind McDonald , who did well 
to get a hand 10 it. 

The second half brought an 
improvement but a lack of conviction 
was evident. Territorial press ure 
produced no worthwhile opportuni
ties as the University attacked in 
di sjo inted fashion. Frustration arising 
from disbelief at the failure to play 
with anything approaching cohesion, 
led to the pushing of men forward in 
reck less sty le. Improved communica
tion . between Bonnar and Cook may 
have yielded the elusive goal, with the 
Gal.a keeper out of position. but such 
a lack of understanding was 
symptomat ic of the University's 
performance. Like a low budget '8' 
movie with a predictable script. 

Team of 
the week 

Some teams are obviously cracking 
under the pressure of nearly gaining 
this award. The Shinty Club, just 
missing out last week, lost their 100 % 
record to Lochside Rovers a nd the 
Football Club Colts' X I lost the ir first 
game of the season in going down to 
Westport. The Bridge Club are 
certainly strong contenders for the 
award, having won the British 
Universities' title, but the panel were 
a litt le dubious about their ·sporting' 
val idity and decided instead , to give 
them a 'Society of the Week' (or 
Season for that matter) plaudit. So, in 
the end, the Orienteering Club take 
the laurels this week, by virtue of their 
taking both men's and women's titles 
at the SUSF event at the weekend. 
Although they did , after all, layout the 
C0Q rse themsc;:lves ... Hmmm! 

Reminder 
Intra-Mural Rugby 

The Intra-Mural seve n-a-side 
competition will take place on 
Wednesday 4th March at Canal Field 
(2 pm start). Organise teams on any 
basis you like: e.g. dept, hall, house, 
society or just a group of friends. The 
only restrictions are: (i) All players 
must be fully matriculated students of 
the University; (ii) NO members of the 
University 1st XV or 1st XV members 
of any club in divisions 1-3 of the 
national league - this is a plea to your 
conscience and honesty to ensure a 
fair competition. 

The exact organisation of the 
competition will depend on the size of 
the entry. Unfortunately, dlle to 
Sports' Union economies, there is no 
money available for prizes. 

Spectators and volunteer refs are 
most welcome. Please give details to 
lain McIntosh (phone 441 4172) by 
SUNDAY 1st MARCH - AT THE 
LATEST. 

Archery success in 
Oxford 

The University Archery Club spent 
last weekend in Oxford shooting in 
the Inter-Universities indoor 
tournament. 

Highlight of the weekend was the 
club prodigy Fraser Downie walking 
off with 1st Novice medal despite 
having to contend with the local brew 
as well as the opposition archers. 
Fraser added to his medal collection 
by helping Neil Menzies, Steve 
Sembay and Ken Ferguson to second 
place team medals. Even the club's 
lady representative, Lesley Gray. got 
on the prize li~t by winning soIT)e sort 
of booby prize (an Easter egg, no less) 

Kenneth Ferguson 

Gala's second goal fashio ned out ofa 
b reak away was no ca use for su rprise. 
On an afternoon when the majority of 
the Univers it y's players opted for an 
'off day· on ly Ross , Gillespie and 
McDonald can emerge with any 
credit. A drastic improvement, and a 
return 10 the trne capabilities of 
certain players. will be required for 
next Saturday's meeting 

Neil Cook's just 100 lace ro pre\•ent 
this Gala defender from clearing. 



The Glasgow Un
employment March, 
an historically im
portant . event, did 
not escape the notice 
of Student. Our 
roving reporter, 
Llhdsay MacDonald 
chanted with the best 
of them ... 

A Lion Awakes 

John Maclean - I-le gave his life to 
us: We put our Faith in him. So the 
banners read - Eq-ualit)', 
Emancipation, So lidarity. They 
swayed in solemn time to the "Red 
Flag", an anthem raised by over 50,000 
,·oices. As the last defiant chorus ebbed 
away. hundreds of fis ts were raised in a 
mass salute. The working cl~ss had 
mobilised against its own government. 

This was no t a n Italian Communist 
Party rally, no r the beginnings of 
insurrection in a banana republic, but 
our own land , and our own folk. For 
in Glasgow on Sat urday the Labour 
movement held it s lates t march 

· against the government's unemploy
ment policies. 

The response was such that a 
. number twice the size of Scottish 
Labour membership was on the 
st reets - trade unionists and the 
unem ployed, students a nd protesl 
groups , ev~n groups of factory 
managers. This was the mightiest 
po litical demo nstration seen by 
Sco tland since 1926 and the days of 
the General St rike, fo r never since 
then have the leaders of the Labo ur 
movement and their supporters in the 
country - "s ilent majority" and all 
- stood so stro ngly together. 

"Thatcher's mouth 
is like a coal-mine". 

Even at eleven in the morrling , in 
the G eo r g ian s pl endo ur s of 
Blythswood Square where the rall y 
assembled to march out to Queen 's 

Michael Foot harangues rhe. crowd in 
Glasgow. 

PArk , there had been a wa rlike 
a tmosphere. The slogans were blun t: 
"One more cut - Maggie's th roat". 
Or, "Thatcher's mouth is like a coal 
mine - she canny get it shut". Those 
who have a lready fought the Tory 
government for their livelihoods, and 
often without success, we re there in 
th e grea t est s tren g th - th e 
stee lwo rkers and the coal miners, th<t 
ca r workers anc'. the firemen. 

Opposition Leader Michael Foot 
led the march th rough the a reas of 
Glasgow which have over 20 per cent 
unemployment. His vanguard was 
formed of the be leaguered Talbo t 
workers from Linwood , and the 
Monktonha ll Colliery Pipe Band , an 
ex tra skirl in their pipes after their 
midweek defea t of the gove rnment. 

A dull Saturday aftefnoon in 
Glasgow city cen tre was brought a li ve 
by the spectacle. Dozens of colourful 
union banners were borne a loft , 

Tour De Poitrine 
Motor Club 

EU Mo tor Club 's 12-Car Rally, thi s 
yea r entitled the Tour de Poitrine, 
took plaCe on February 13th. The 
event started from Fordell Mains 
Filling Station on the A68 east of 
Dalkeit h. Crews were divided 
according to . ex perience int o 
Pos tgraduate a nd Undergradua te 
classes. In the Postgrads it.Jooked 
likely that the top fo ur places would 
be fought out between Bill Murray 
and Harry Spence, in an RS2000, Fi 
Beacon (fresh from 2nd place on the 
Sno wman Rall y) and Graham 
Watson (Open Man ta) , Peter Hurst 
and Alasdair McFarlan (late replace 
for Alice MacFarm) in an Imp, and 
Mitch Hunter and Richard Peploe in a 
Landcrab. In the undergraduates 
class, the tuss le between Ross Blyth / 
Linda Urquhart (Fiat 850) and Jon 
Fletcher/ Rober~ Raylor (Escort) 
looked like being an interesting one, 
with David Robb and Andrew 
Ramage in a Saab the best of the rest. 

First car was away at 7.0 1 pm and 
competitors were soon out into the 
twisty yellows of sheet 66 - familiar 
road rally country. It was a fairly clear 
night and so drivers had to take things 
carefully with the occasiona l frosty , 
patch on the road. The route headed 
generally eastwards taking in Wester 
Pencaitland and West Saltoun but 
turning south before reaching 

Girls can be Hairies 
too! 
Cross-Country 

Yes, here it is , the first Student 
article in the epic Hare and Hounds 
series to be devoted entirely to o ur 
illustrious , women. And dori't they 
deserve it! Not only are they now 
BUSF champions, but on Saturday, 
21st February, they were third 
Scottish team to finish in the Scottish 
National Open Championships, 
beating all the other Scottish open 
clubs exce pt the very strong 
Edinburgh Southern and Glasgow 

Haddington. Then onto those we ll 
kn ow n landm arks - Leas ton 
Tria ngle, Humbie Hairpin , Pete's 
Corner (?), and Costerton Fo rd . In 
fact the o rganisers had taken the 
opportunit y to introduce newcomer 
crews to most of the nice ties of shee t 
66, later including bo.th Borthwick 
Village and Roseberry Reservoi r -
but they will have to wai t till nex t yea r 
fo r Nimmle's Ruin and Gray's Turn, 
_both of which were off route this year 
(but well worth a visit) . 

The instruction for the last sec tion 
was a gem requiring the use of seven 
bridges in the last mile and this was to 
be the downfall of Hurst/ Mcfarlan as 
they found themse lves on the front 
lawn of a hotel. Organisers Alan 
Nimmo, Alan Midona and Pete 
Hennessy are to be congratulated for 
a well run event and a fine supper at 
the Post Grad Students' Union. The 
results were declared at 11.30 pm as 
fo llows: · 
Postgraduates 
1st Fi Beacon/Graham Watson 9 
penalties 
2nd Bill Murray/Harry Spence 17 
penalties 
Undergraduates (for the Craigie 
Trophy) 
1st Jon Fletcher/Robert Taylqr 12 
penalties 
2nd Ross Blyth/Linda Urquhart 30 
penalties 

A. Frozen Marshall 

A .C. 
Jean Lordon led .the tea m home 

with an exceptionally fine run, to add 
to her series of good performances 
this year, in fourth place, beating such 
establ ished international names as 
Margaret Coomber and Fiona 
McQueen. The other fema le Hairies 
were Clare Heardman {16th), Sally 
Goldsmith ( 17th) and Frances Clark 
(21st). 

So come o n all you other potential 
stars out there , follow the superb lead 
given by this year's ladies' team, 
which shows what can be done by 
effort and determination , and let's 
build on this year's succes5es. • 

N. Charlie 

li vingly embroidered wit h the symbo ls 
of strength , with the likeness of Keir 
Ha rdie perhaps, or the gre~ncs t ocean
going liner built by genera l.ions of 
shipbuilders. The streets resou nded to 
the pipes and drums, and to the sound 
of Engli sh brass- bands. For on 
Sat urday , a ll cynical doubts about the 
idea Of "British working class 
so lida rit y" were dispe ll ed - when the 
ma rchers from England began to 
arrive at the rally, MP Eric Heffer at 
the mic rophone pointed them o ut , in 
thei r numerous delegations from 
Consett, Kirby, and other ha rd
pressed towns sou th of the border: 
"Our socia li sm goes across nat iona l 
,frontiers - we a re an international 
party!" 

The rally it se lf was of course a:n 
occasion fo r the so rt of declaration 
that Was invented fo r 50,000 angry 
trade unionists on a cold winter's da y. 

SUSF & BUSF 
Championships 

Judo 
On the 7th and 8th of February a well
organised SUSF championships were 
held in the Aberdeen Unive rsity 
Butcharb recreation centre. For the 
first time this was a point scoring 
evel\t , with ippons and waza-aris 
counting towards Dan grades. 

In the men's individuals on the 
Saturday, Edinburgh picked up four 
medals. 

Ewan Ferguson figh ting with an 
injured elbow gained a cred itable 
Bronze in the Under 78 kgs weight 
group, relying "mainly on superior 
ground worl( skills to see him 
through. 

Probably the most stylish judo of 
the day was seen from EU's Brian 
Watson in winning the Gold in the 
Under 7 I's and the Silver in the Open 
weight. In the final of the Under ? I's 
he· threw another Edinburgh player, 
Kevin James for ippon. Paradoxically 
this was a good result for Kevin, as he 
was fighting in a weight group higher 

·than normal due to the lack of players 
in his own Under 65 kgs class. 

Defeat! 
Shinty 
Lochside Rovers 4 Edinburgh 3 

Edinburgh went to Oban with 
mixed feelings, missing Davie 
Maclean, Martin Macdonald and 
John Horton, but with the knowledge 
that they had beaten Lochside Rvrs. 

. closest rivals Taynuilt in the first 
round of the cup. 

The game was played at Mossfield , 
scene of the Camanacbd cup final 
three years ago. Edinburgh began well 
with the wind and driving sqow 
behind.,them, but it was Lochside who 
made ihe first move forcing Duncan 
Campbell to make a brilliant save 
from a 40 yard drive. Five minutes 
after the start Ian Mackenz.ie opened 
his account to drive home from I 5 
yards after Donald Macdonald 

Photo: Scotsman 

Ron Hayward , Labour Party Genera l 
Secre tary, spelt out the awful t ruth: 
"S in gers , Prestco ld , Massey 
Ferguson, Goodyear, ICI, Ta lbot -
factory after facto ry has gone to the 
wall. All across Scot la nd from north 
to south , from the Clyde to the Forth , 
industry is cutting production and 
cutting it s workforce. 280,ooo 
Scottish men and women swell the 
tlole queues ... 

Feelings ran high as Eric Heffer 
demanded: " We must not stop at 
topp li ng Thatcher: we must go on to 
throw over capita lism as we ll !" And 
the na me of Michael Foot was being 
cha nted long before he came fo rward 
to speak. 

This is the man in whom a ll the 
hopes of the Labour movement are 
ves ted, the man who stands head and 
shou lders above his colleagues in the 
eyes of the Left. Foot is the inevi table 
cult leader of the d iscontented in time 

In the women's individual event 
Haze l Walker fighting in her first 
co mp etition did well against 
experienced opposi tion, winn ing two 
of her fights. 

T he next day, the mens and 
womens team events were both won 
by Aberdeen. In the men's final 
against Glasgow, Aberdeeri lost the 
first two fights but won the rest with 
c~ptai.n ChJ!lie McKillop giving his 
side victory m the last fight. 

T he next weekend saw the BUSF 
championships at Crystal Palace, 
London. The only medallist from 
Edinburgh in thi s event was Kevin 
James who picked up a Siver medal in 
the very competitive Under 65 kgs 
weight group. 

Kevin won his pool on the way to 
meeting David Rance in the final. 
Unfo rtunately for Kevin, David 
Rance is rated highly enough to make 
the British team for the European 
Junior team championships, and he 
won a bronze in the World Student 
Championships, so it was no shame 

worked his way from midfield beating 
three players. Ten minutes into the 
game and Edinburgh were 2-0 up, 
again through Mackenzie. A quickly 
taken free-hit by Neil Macrae to 
Mackenzie caught the Lochside 
defence hopping and the ball was in 
the net. Alec Clyne's ankle injury 
caused the side problems and a major 
reshuffle upset Edinburgh's rhythm. 
By half-time Edinburgh had 
slackened considerably and their lead 
was wiped out by a couple of goils by 
the Lochside team, Straight from the 
ttart Lochside made it 3-2 but all 
credit must go to Edinburgh who, 
despite having to face a hostile crowd, 
fought back. Neil Macrae then 
provided what must go down as the 
goal of the season. The ball came in 
from the wing and Macrae took the 
ball on his chest , flicked it past his 
man and volleyed it into the net from 
20 yards. Edinburgh took heart again 
and looked as though they might 
snatch it when Alec Clyne hit the post 
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of adversi ty. He is the hobbling o ld 
academic who stands 10 address a 
mass demo nstration and grows
suddenly into the fi erces t of orators. 

Jn Glasgow on Saturday he first 
. spoke out for the 12,000 folk being 
made redundant every week- "II isa 
national tragedy of the first order" -
and then for the whole country, when 
he proclaimed: "Our aim is to 
establish first a Labour government , 
and then an en tirely Social ist 
soc iety!" 

Society applauded th is warmly: 
groups of nurses, unemp loyed 
executives, even a bevy of rather 
shecpish·looking pastors, shelte ring 
from the snow under thei r Church of 
Scot land banner, and hundreds of 
students too. 

They had gathered from a ll over the 
land to protes t at the policies which 
put millions out of work , and which 
proposes educa tion and employment 
as privi leges which on ly the few can 
attain, instead of being rights fo r all 
from which the whole of society can 
benefit. 

T h e r e we r e stude nt s from 
Edinburgh among them, who had 
come over on the Labour Club bus; 
onl y a handfu l, but then it was a 
freezi ng day, and it would be on the 
news anyway. News of people who are 
deprived of work, dignity, and 
li velihood; of the o ld fo lk dep ri ved of 
decent benefits and services; of the 
yo ung fam il y whose long-awai ted 
counci l hOuse ha~ been sold . 

"Wipe them from 
the face of the 
earth". 

For these few Edinburgh students 
who turned up, Michael Foot's 
c los in g words o n the Tor y 
gove rnment rang as tru ly as theY d id 
for any of the na tio n's work force: 
"Rise up," he ca lled , to a loud 
ova tion. "Rise up like the lion after 
slumber; in unquenchable numbers. 
We a re the many and they a re the few. 
For it is with this spirit that , together , 
we can wipe them from the face of the 
ea rth ." In G lasgow on Satu rday, the 
slumbering lion stirred at last. 

for Kevin to be thrown for ippon in 
this fight. 

Edinburgh had to withdraw from 
the team event, in which they took the 
Silver medal last year, due to shoulder 
injuries to two of their players Ewan 
Ferguson and Alasdair Brown. 
Unhappily, Ewan's injury will keep 
him out of Judo for at least three 
months. Congratulations, however to 
Kevin James and Brian Wilson for 
being picked for the Scottish Areas 
tea m. 

T his year, as last, the quality of 
refereeing at BUSF left a lot to be 
desired and although lhis may not be 
the most important even in the BJA 
calendar, the effort could be made to 
get a more even standard of refeering. 

Alasdair S. Brown 

but Mackenzie could not ·slip it home 
as he was being held by the keeper. 
Despite strong complaints the referee 
claimed he had never seen the 
incident. 

Five minutes from time Lochside 
struck, knocking a long ball through 
the middle with their full.forward 
slipping the ball past the onrushing 
Campbell. This was the final score 
and a very disheartened Edinburgh 
team headed for the Argyl Hotel to 
drown their sorrows. 'This defeat 
meant that no shinty team in Scotland 
has now got a 100 % record . Spirits 
rose in close association with the 
amount of alcohol consumed and on 
th• ................. ......... rhe driver found 
out how ba.dly th~ shinty team could 
sing. The final blow occurred 20 miles 
from Edinburgh when the minibus 
broke down and this meant that the 
team did not make it back to the West 
End Hotel for a reviver. What a day! 

Ali Macleod 
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Kibbutz 

Nick Craven spent last 
summer on a kibbutz 
in N. Israel, and lived 
to tell the tale . . . 

Most of the news coming fro m Israel 
these days is bad, but one fact that 
doesn't often come through is that the 
country is o ne of the world's most 
beautiful, with a geography and 
climate as varied as its bloody histo ry 
of conflict . 

I wen1 1hcre last summer for four 
months - three nf them on a kibb.utz 
in the northerly Galilee region 
Having heard the stories of other 
kibbutz volu n teers. who had 
returned, made we want to go and see 
if 1he life is as good as it's cracked up 
to be. 

You can't generalise about 
kibbutz and all the stories ranged from 
blissful summers of happiness to 
swea t and roil , way down south, in 1he 
a rid Negev Desert. Foolishly, 
perhaps. I wasn't reall y clued up on 
the ~ood ones when I got there and 
didn t know what to expect. The Cent ral 
Kibbutz Office in Tel Aviv organises 
vo lunteer recruitment for most of the 
coun1ry's 260 sett lements. I arrived at 
a good time of yea r in May since many 
voluntee rs we re leav ing to travel fo r 
the summer, so there were vacancies 
up and down the cou111 ry. 

Kibbutz Ginnosar 
I chose Kibbutz Ginnosar because 

there was a fairly large group of 
volu nteers - 60, and the situation, 
right on the shore of 1he Sea of 
Gallilee, sounded not unpleasant. 

Having picked a spot in the Nort h, 
1he only way to get there was by a 
three-hour bus journey. Hitch-hi king 
is a fast way to trave l if you're fema le, 
a sold ier, or bot h, but being neit her, 
the thought of spending hou rs in the 
100 deg. F heat wa tching cars go by 
was not appea li ng. 

The Brit ish a re sa id 10 have 
invented queueing, a nd in some 
cou ntries it just never caught on. 
Israelis don't mind forming some sort 
o f line in the bus station, but the 
system is overloaded and when the 
vehicle actually appears. the mob 
reali se that some of those present are 
going to have a long wait for the next 
bus. Undors'tandably, everyone tries 
to make sure it's not them and the 
poor souls at the from get squeezed 
through the narrow door like a cork 
going back into the bottle. 
Surprisingly, rugby is not the na1ional 
spo rt. 

Routes 
The best job had to be o n the fishing 

boat. There was only o ne boat, so o nly I 
two vo ls got to work there. but the 
idea of d rift ing out o n the placid lake 
to soa k up the sun a nd sky a ll day 
ca pw red the imagina tion (a nd envy) 
of those who spent their time in the 
kit chon o r d ining room. But some of 
them · were never 100 happy working 

o utside and preferred the a ir
conditio ned comfort indoors. I lik ed 
to switch around with one week 
o uts ide , o ne in , which mea 111 I go1 to 
"sleep in " un t il 7 every ot her week! 

But the attitude to work was fai rl y 
relaxed, and it was o nly six hours a 
day, with most people finish ing soon 
after lunch. The rest of 1he day was 
o ur own, and wh ile the fie ld workers 
made up for lost sleep for an hour or 
1wo, ot hers swam in the lake, o r 
borrowed a bike to go and see 
something of the country we were 
liv ing in . Nazareth, the Mount of 
Beat it udes and the o ld Crusader town 
of Safod were all nea rby, as was 

As the bus rattled on North , the a ir - Tiberias. where Herod did his stuff. 
o utside became more mois t a nd the Everyone worked six days, wi1h 
te rrain mo re roc ky. Then suddenly we us ually Sa1urday off. Free days could 
rou nded a corner in to the Jordan a lso be saved up, one a fort night. so 
va lley and caught a gli mpse of the blue longer trips cou ld be planned, maybe 
lake hundreds of feet below us. of down 10 Jerusa lem. the Dead Sea, 
fert il e fie lds stretching away unde r a Sinai Desert, or even Egypt. We had a 
cloudless sky to the Golan Heights footba ll and basketball team who 
and the Syrian border. were regularly beaten by the 

When I got. there , the first thing that Kibbutzniks. bul we did o nce even the 
s truc~ me was the relaxed balance with a tug o· war vic1ory. 
atmosJ)here in the volunteer area 
(ironically called the ··Ghetto") 
compa red 10 the hassles of Tel Aviv. I 
put this down to the humidity (usually 
around 70 per cent in the water-rich 
no nh) rather than any philbsophical 
content men 1. The heat just sucks your 
sweat and you never get dry -- just 
like in a sa una, so f'm told, but that's 
not the only 1hing I' ve heard about 
sa unas. 

Banana plantation 
The Ghe110 was a collection of 

some 25 huts, each housing two o r 
three vols (as we were ca lled) - a 
cosmopolitan assortment of 
American, Australian, Briti s h, 
Ca nadian. Dutch, French, German 
and Scandinavian young people, 
between the ages of 17 and 30. some 
Jewish. most ofus not. Ch ildren of the 
wealthy West kidding themselves that . 
a rucksack and a sleeping bag is the 
height of asceticism - O K but you don't 
icarn much about the world if you 
don't go out and sec it. 

Most of the vo1s stayed a few 
months, although one or two decided 
to make it pe rma nent. There was a 
wide ra nge of work, bot h indoor and 
out, a nd a good job could make a ll 1hc 
difference to your enjoyment of the 
place. Usua ll y the jobs in the· bana n~ 
o r grapefruit plantations were mos t 
popula r with the blokes, although 
some girls preferred it to being inside. 

Foul-smelling sap 
The work he re was hard , sometimes 

picking the fru it, and occasiona ll y 
pruning the trees. '· Pruning" a 
banana tree means hacking th ro ugh 
the fibrous s1em of an a il ing pla nt , 
gett ing soaked in fo ul -smelling sap , 
then caber-toss ing the t runk away ! 
fro m the cl uste r o ut into the open. At 
1he height of the summer. the o utdoor 
jobs began at FOU R a.m. and fin ished 
around 11, with 'an hour fo r brea kfast. 

Ginnosar was unus ual in that it had 
a small hotel. main ly patronised by. 
wealthy American Jews - a rare 
breed of Kissinger lookalikes. a nd not 
the idea l people for whom 10 lug 
suit cases around - somebody had to, 
though, they couldn't carry 1he things, 
having packed enough (for a two
week holida ys) to cover a Trans
Global Expedition. in sui tca~es the 
size of small pianos. 100! 

Scottish 'Scrooge' 

Every now and then the vo ls from a 
particular cou ntry would combine 
efforts 10 entertain the rest of us and 
any interested kibbutznik s with a 
sa mple of their "culture". Our British 
Night was a rare classic of Royal rip
o ffs, Pytho n sketches and Jewish 
jokes. ( ln1ercs1ing.that Israelis aiways 
have a Scotsman playi ng the Scrooge 
character in their jokes.) 

If you want to makC money, a 
kibbutz is not 1he place to go. We got 
abou1 40 Shekel (£))a week which was 
enough to keep us in "Goldstar" -
the local brew, which was very cheap. 
despite Israel's 130 pcr cent in0at.ion. 
But with eve rythi ng else free , nobody 
felt hard done by. 

In Ju ly the Kibbut z organised a 
three-day trip of the vo lunteers 
around the northern part o f the 
coun try, up to Rosh Han ikra on the 
Lebanese border. whe re there is a 
fasc inati ng complex o f undergrou nd 
caves. We saw the anc ient c rusader 
town of Acre, on the Med, and the 
bea utiful cit y of Haifa, Israel's ma in 
port. 

When I left in August. it was after 
thr~e of the best months of my life 
spent wi th people from all over the 
world in a re laxed atmosphere of 
something sha red. 

Trip to Sanai 
Before leaving the count ry, 

headed South with a Danish fri end to 
the Sinai Desert and the G ulf of 
Aquaba on the Red Sea. We took little . 
luggage, but didn '1 forget the 2V2-
ga llo n wa ter conta iner. insulated in 
polystyrene - we'd been warned of 
the intense, d ry dese rt heat which 
evapora tes perspira tio n im mediately, 
so you don't even know you're los inq 
precio us moisture. 

II was a five-hour busjourneydown 
to Elat, the Israeli Red Sea resort 
right next doo r to the port o f Aquab~. 
in Jordan. We were not impressed 
with the modern. commercialised 
town, having come so far to ge l away 
fro m Tel Aviv, so we fo ught o ur way 
o n to the next bus o ut and went right 
to the bottom of the Sinai peninsula, 
to Sharm El-Shei kh. 

At the mo ment , 1his is righ t o n the 
Egy p1 ia n border. tho ugh unde r the 
Peace Pla n, Sinai will again be Egypt 
next yea r. In it s 32-year hi story Israel 
has bee n throu_gh no less than fo ur 
full-scale wars and its anti-PLO 

ca mpa ign never sto ps. It 's hard to 
forget thi s when you sit next 10 a 
soldier on a bus who asks you to move · 
your legs so his a utomatic rine, 
magazine in, will fit under the seat. 

Even down here, in the mos t 
isolated spot in the coun try. the re's a 
rada r tracki ng stat ion. scan ning 1he 
desert a nd the sea for what migh t be 
next oyer the ho rizon. 

But the Red Sea is a different world 
when you go under its surface. At 
firs t , snorkel a nd mask st ra pped on, 
you gl ide ca utio usly o ut over shallow 
water, barely scraping by the coral 
fo rmatio ns which can sting o r slash 
you. It 's the ri sk you must ta ke to find 
what li es ahead , 30 ya rds out when the 
sea suddenly turns dee p, deep blue 
a nd the cora l bed drops away to revea l 
a solid wall o f cora l be low, reaching 
20 fee t, a nd d ro pping deeper o ut into 
the G ul f. 

As you brea the in and descend for a 
closer ~ook, the mask presses close 
aga inst your face and the fishes are no 
lo nger afra id - you'r.e in thei r world 
o n their te rms. There a re hundreds of 
~ar ieties, every imaginable colo ur, 
sma ll striped black and wh ites,greens, 
lo ng a nd a ngula r, beaut ifu l je ll y fi sh 
and the deadly stone fish . Come to 
1hink of it , ma ny of these could have 
been fata l, but in o ur ignorance we did 
not care, a nd spent ho urs in the si lence 
of thi s underwa ter parad ise, soa king 
up the stillness, the sun o n o ur backs 
(apologies to Jacques Coustea u!). 

Whether in Egypt or Israel, the 
res idents of Sinai have a lways been 
t he Bedo u in t ribes men , whose 
nomadic life as goat herds a nd camel-

o r taxi -drivers in the ir sherws. As they 
rip you off fo r a ca n o f Coke, it 's little 
compensation for the way they and 
their culture have been ripped o ff over 
the yea rs by civi lisa tio n. 

Si nai is a weird place. An 
a tmosphere of brooding menace lurks 
behind the hundreds o f mi les of sand
rock mo un ta ins relentless ly ba ked in 
the sun , centu ry afte r cen tury. 

Do wn here, wate r is a prec io us 
thing, and we needed to drink over a 
ga llo n a day to prevent dehydration. 
After two weeks o f sleeping o n sa nd. 
eat ing little a nd witho u1 a proper 
wash , the city wasn 't cntire l)' witho ut 
its ma teri a l a tt rac1io ns, but one look 
at the Oat, bo ri ng a rchitect ure o f Tel 
Aviv was enough to co·nfi rm the 
super iority of na tural designers - the 
wind and sun . 

T his art icle is not t rying to make 
o ut that a ll is rosy in Israel - the 
stories fro m the octupied West Bank 
clearly show otherwise. Rathe r. it is to 
give an idea of what Ki bbutz li fe is like, 
for the ma ny people who must have 
toyed wit h the idea of going, and a 
glimpse of the spectacu lar natu ra l 
la ndscape. often forgotten. 



Coopern' Love 
Jilly Cooper,. femme 
de lettres in the 'erst
while tradition of 
Jane Austen, 
household 

and 
name to 

of the all readers 
Sunday Times, 
talked exclusively to 
Student last week. 
.. 1 can't write very well but then again 
there's nothing else I could do." 

Not the son of admission you 
would expect from someone who has 
become a household name in Britain, 
and not only among readers of The 
Sunday Times. But then again J illy 
Cooper isn't the type to naunt the fact 
that she along with Bernard Levin are 
perhaps the most recognisable names 
in The Sunday Times. 

Besides being a widely-read 
columnist JiUy Cooper has a string of 

. 19 books to her name, including the 
romantic •soppies' such as Imagen 
and Hariet and various anthologies 
on a nything from love, life and class 
to mongrel dogs (the latter yet to be 
published). It was to sign copies of her 
latest anthology 'The British in Love .. 
that Jilly Cooper came to Edinburgh 
last Tuesday and spoke to Student in 
the Caledonian Hotel. 

]illy Cooper first entered 
journalism after leaving typing school 
in Oxford . She had intended 
following the usual routine of most 
aspiring journalists - an English 
degree at University; but "After an 
interview at St. Hi ldas, Oxford I was 
so appalled by the set-up there, I 
decided the best way would be via 
typing school." 

After this she spent two years on a 
local newspaper before leaving 
journalism to find .. the love of my life, 

-
-....':-".' · 
~; . : , . 
or at least someone to look after me." 
This search took her through 25 jobs 
from advertising to selling candelabra 
at the Ideal Home Exhibition -
getting the sack from all of them. 
Eventually this "ideal man" appeared 
and Jilly Cooper is now happily 
married to Les, a publisher. They have 
two children, three mongrel dogs and 
.. a floating popula tion of cats." 

Family life plays a large part in her 
writing: 
"Writers usualy write a bout the things 
around them a nd I live and work at 
home. I obviously concentrate on the 
things there." 

Her greatest critic is he;r husband 
Les, who reads every article she writes 
for The Sunday Times and sometimes 
around midnight on Tuesday evening 

/ _,. 
with deadline the fo llowing morning 
tears up her copy and makes her 
rewrite the article. 

One part of Jilly Cooper's job as a 
journalist is meeting and interviewing 
the 'Stars'. Her most recent clash with 
the famous, or infamous as the case 
may be was a recent invitation to No. 
10 (Downing Stree t of course!). Two 
hundred guests including herself, 
Bernie Winters and Anna Ford were 
invited to see what the rs at home a re 
really like. 

"Meeting the 'one-step behind' 
Denis was really interesting. You'd 
expect a doggy-golf player with a 
drinker's face - the give-away 
roadmap cheeks, but this image along 
with the famous 'M' figure of Private 
Eye was completely shattered when he 

.I 
greeted a late-arriving Mrs T. 'Oh 
Darling how lovely to see you and 
how beautiful you look' .:' 

Does he need glasses we ask? 
"No, in fact Margaret Thatcher is 

rather winning, she floated in, is 
rather giddy, and putting her ghastly 
policies aside, has enormous charm." 

A chance to meet Robert Redford is 
something most girls can only dream 
or. However , a lth o ugh Robert 
Redford never aspired to be an ' idol' 
in the Cooper file he turned out to be a 
great disappointment. 

''Robert Redford was a boring, 
pompous, limited American and I 
told him so ... he didn't seem very 
pleased." 

As for Reggie Bosanquet .. He's just 
an old drunk but everyone loves him," 

Mint Sauce ForThe Masses 
Lindsay Mac
Donald susses out 
the Edinburgh 
"indies" scene and 
staggers back in 
awe ... 

Boots for Dancing, Orange Juice, 
Club of Rome ... ? Who are these people, 
and why do their names appear weekly 
on the nation's alternative record 
charts (and in the pages of Edinburgh's 
foremost student newspaper)? 

Fact is, these arc just some of the 
bands who are making Edinburgh 
the rock 'n" roll capital of the North. 
Our city is throwing up more new 
bands, and se lling more new singles 
than a ny p the r of similar size. Perhaps 
the recession is at last breaking 

. through the cultural malaise of 
Edinburgh (that effete outpost of 
anglophilia), and we are witnessing a 
reaction , a hundred beat bands 
bawling out their defiance in the face 
of ca llous authority. Perhaps not. 

Redundant musicilogists, begone! 
Hilary Morrison of the Fast 
Production organisation knows about 
such things., .. This is not Rock City 
1981," she smiles knowingly . " Kindly 
keep your groovy scenes to yourself." 
In the world of business, it's hard 
work and commitment that pay 
dividends, not wholly idealism. 

This was especially the case back in 
·'76, when new exciting noises were 
being heard from the London musical 
scene . A group of interested 
individuals became Fast Product. 
How could they oppose decades of 
major reco rd company stranglehold,. 
especially stuck 400 miles away in one 
of Britain's remote r provices? 

But Fast Product wheeled and 
dealed with the best of'em, backed the 
right horses (the Gang of Four, 
Human- League, Mekons, all have 
been managed by Fast), and are st ill 
very much in the business of turning 
loose fine bands like Boots for 

Daocing. No, J ohn, it's not reefers 
and joss sticks that sell records, but a 
commitment to the music, a nd 
knowing just how to pu t you r money 
where your mouth is. 

Fast Product were, indeed, an 
example to us a ll. Alan Campbell had 
been one of the many to write them off 
as no-hopers when they started out, 
and here he is nowadays running his 
own label out o f Edinburgh, Rational 
Records. He fancied the look of the 
Delmontes after all, offered them his 
services as a manager , and began to 
spend money on getting them gigs. 
Out came a single , and soon it was 
gett ing regu lar a irplay on Radio One 's 
John Peel Show. 

Peel, dates at the Nite Club, these 
kind of openings help a lot. Bur 
Rational stay anoat because Alan is 
constant ly in touch, constantly 
checking out new bands at gigs, and 
listening to grubby C30's brought in 
by the kids themselves. ' 

"We're feeling our way from one 
release to the next," admits Alan. 
Financially speaking, Rational is one 
of the many dwarfs around the giant 
companies, but it's a daring little 
blighter. Most independents can· 
afford to get a band into the stud io 

.and press out a few copies pf what 
happens there; but then they have to 
0og their product to the major 
distributors and secord stores, the 
only people with enough money to get 
onto the street. Rational Records were 
not satisfied . 

Down in darkest Strockbridge 
(Henderson Row ac tua ll y), something 
sti rs. It's called G utter Music, a nd its 
proprietor, one · Andre Thornton
Grimes, Esq., is Alan Campbell's 
partner. Alan gets the records 
together , Andre se lls them. And as 
well as sell ing Alan's records, Gutter 
Music stocks scores of other people's 
independent releases, anyth ing it can 
Jay its hands on almost. (Interested in 
an autographed Cliff Richard 
album?). It is the independents' own 
retail outlet, the shop where the bands 
come first with their recordings. 

It's not only 1he Edinburgh public 
that gets a chance to hea r the new 
music either: a Gutter van is chugging 
round Scotland's motorways every 
day, hawking independent singles to 
established record sto res in G lasgow 
and Stirling. 

This is remarkable work. Only the 
Rational/Gutter independent axis 
deals with every stage of a record's 

' release: recording, ma rk eting, 
distribution, sa le. An alternative 
record industry is born in Edinburgh. 

Recession has hit even the major 
record companies. Even . CBS have 
slashed their LP prices by 40p; record 
stores have second thoughts about 
stocking 6bscure independen1 singles 
that will make little profit even if they 
do se ll. Major companies' record 
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and Anna Ford? 
"Well she's just lovely, Angela 

Rippon isn't quite my type. The lady 
in Jenners today was in ecstasy about 
having seen Angela Rippon in a rose 
pink, suit, 'j ust Pure Edinburgh' sh, 
said." 

As a writer, Jilly Cooper has a wide 
circle of friends who also fill up the 
bookshelves at John Menzies with 
their latest best sellers. She gave Doris 
Lesing as a favourite of hers, along 
with Margaret Drabble and Edna 
O'Brien. 

"Journalists and Writers are the 
best company in the world, it doesn't 
matter that what they say is not true, 

~ it's a ll good gossip." 
The usual path from Fleet Street 

leads to Broadcasting House so 
Student asked Jitly if she intended 
going o n to work in television. 

" I was offered the chance to take 
over Melvyn Bragg's chat-show, but 
thankfully they chose someone else. 
Television does sell books, but it's just 
an ego trip. Just look at Rowan 
Atkinson, he can't observe anyone 
now without being spotted. He's 
ruined. At least I can go shopping in1 
Putney with no make-up and go 
unnoticed." 

One question naturally fired at 
anyone remotely connected with the 
Times at the moment is what is this 
Rupert fellow really like? 

.. He seems perfectly alright , and I 
think the British are a ppalling saying 
he's a hie just because he comes from 
Australia, after all he's a bloody good 
businessman." 

Leaving the Caledonian Hotel I 
thought back to Jilly's blunt criticism 
of Robert Redford, that he was 
boring, pompous and limited . After 
meeting !illy Cooper it is safe to say 
such criticism cannot be levelled at 
her, .. journalists" she said .. were 
excellent company". 

This one proved to be no exception! 
Vicky Taylor 

sa lcsme~ willingly keep the minnows 
down by such tactics as br ibery, to 
improve the chart pos itions of their 
releases: o ne Princes St. store 
manager talks of the many cups of tea 
bought for him in return for simply 
fixing his sa les returns! 

What can a poor li ttle independent 
do? Particularly when faced with the 
difficulty of getting the record played 
on the radio and reviewed in the press, 
and then the massive cost of 
distribution afterwards? The 
Rational/Gutter alternative can on ly 
achieve so much. Fortunately, there 
are friends in high places. 

John Peel is not the only 
benefactor. Virgin Records are a 
maj or co r po ratio n now, but 
thankfully have never lost sight of 
their roots: they dist ribute much of 
the nation's independent ou tpu t 
th ro ugh their warehouse in London. 
And here in Edinburgh, even the 
downtown store managers have got 
time for the kid who comes in off the 
st reet , with a stack of singles under his 
arm - " Hey mister, wanna buy a 
recording?" 

Whal make s Edtnburgh so 
different? Why does the music press 
talk of an Edinburgh Renaissance, 
and why does Peel seem to have a 
session from o ne of our bands every 
other night? 

When the first bloke rammed a 
safety pin through his head, and 
bawled out same three-chord chant 
about dole queues, he was proposing 
an a lternative. In Edinburgh , the right 
people were willing to take him up on 
that alternat ive. 

People with a little experience and a 
lot of commitment came together to 
form their own companies, to both 
serve and se ll this new and energetic 
sound. These folk have brought to the 
cit y a modest growth industry, and a 
whole lot of exciting music. 

Looks like rock'n'roll - our own 
rock 'n' roll - is here to stay. 

Lindsay Macdonald 
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A discussion of whether the 
Big Bang theory of 
cosmology indicates the 

, existence of a God, 
by Michael Pakaluk 

One of the more intriguing 
consequences of modern cosmology is 
the renewed interest in a very ancient 
proof for the existence of God. For 
some llave a rgued that the Big Bang 
theory, which postulates a specific 
beginning of space-time, leaves 
unexplained the Big Bang itself 
Therefore, the a rgument continues, it 
is necessary to postulate a God who 
'started' and 'created' the Big Bang. 
This argument bears s ome 
resemblance to a proof of God's 
existence offered by St. Thomas 
Aquinas, and so, two questions can be 
r.iised. First , does the Big Bang theory 
actually serve_as a kind of proof of 
God's existence? Second , to what 
extent is this alleged proof 
comparable to the a rgument for God's 
existence proposed by Aquinas? It 
will be found that the answers to these 
questions are mutually illuininating. 

What was the Big Bang? 

I In order to understand in what way 
the Big Ba ng th~ory might be taken tp 

I indicate God's existence, it is first 
necessary to form an accurate 
conception of that theory itself. The 
popular understanding of the Big 
Bang is incorrect. Most people 
imagine that, in the beginning, there 
was nothing but empty space. Then, 
with a sudden bright flash and horrific 
explosion, all the matter and energy in 
the universe came into existence, 
being propelled from the center of this 
explosion at colossal speed. 

However, this conception of the Big 
Bang is inaccurate, for 'space' did not 
exist before the Big Bang, nor is the 
Big Bang · exolosion ,t1imply the 

'
explosion of matter and energy wi th in 
space. Rather, what is ca lled 'the 
expansion of the universe', the process 
that bega n with the Big Ba ng, is the 
expansion of space itse lf. The story of 
the Big Bang begins not with a hot ball 
in a big universe, but with all the 
matter of the universe concentrated at 
one infinitely small point - and 
nothing else, not even space. This 
'point' is called 'singularity'. An 
insta nt after singularity there is time; 
there is space. It is, scient ifica lly 
spea king, impossible to speak about 
'before' the Big Bang, as time does not 
exist independent of space and 
matter. 

The error of materialism 
I 

I The argument for God's existence 
Which utili ses the Big Bang theory l s 

I an argument co nce rn ed with 
causality. The argument proceeds as 

1 follows. Atheistic materialism is the 
position that all that exists, exis ts in 
space-time. The materialist would 
argue that there is no need to believe 
that God exists, since everything that 
exists is adequately ex plainable 
without recourse to God. That is, the 
system of space-time is governed 
completely by natural laws which 
explain events within space-time, so 
there is no need to posit a God outside 
of the system to explain events within 
the system. 

However, modern cosmology, in 
hypothesizing a singula rity , has 
clea rly demarcated the boundaries of 
space and time. That is , the scientific 
study of certain events in space-time 
(e.g., red-shi fting stars}, had led 10 the 
.cOnclusion that space-time itself had a 
definite beginning. This interesting 
conclusion follows : the singularity 
itself needs explanation; however; the 
singularity cannot be explained by 
any event or events inside of space-
time - since it is the beginning of 
space-time. Therefore, it is plausible 
to posit something qutside of space-

and the 
Universe 

lime as its cause, this th ing being 1 

identified with a creator God. 

Confused sense of 'time' 
Immediately, it should be obserVed 

that such an argument , regardless of 
its merits, could not establish a belief 
in God consonant with the faith in 
God that is taught by monotheistic 
religions. For the Big Bang theory is 
only a theory, a nd the si ngularity only 
a probable fact. The theory may be 
shown false tomorrow, a nd so this 
argument would be unsound . 

More impona ntly, this a rgument is 
misleading, since it would seem to 
imply that God might 'cause' the 
singularity in a manner essentially 
different from the way He would 
cause other events - this is the Deistic 
error, according to which God is 
rCSponsible only for setting the 
universe going, but does not influence 
the world thereafter. Moreover, this 
argument seems to imply that God's 
activity is in some confu sed sense ·in 

time'. For it postulates that God 
'acted' just 'before· the singularity. 
However, by definition, there is rro 
such thing as an event 'before' tht 
si ngul a rit y. One spea ks on ly 
meta phorically abo u1 incidents 
'before' the si ngula rity. 

If, therefore, God's activity is not 
limited to a ny particular 'time', thep 
the fo rce of the a bove cosmol9gical 
argument vanishes, and the Big Ba ng 
theory becomes nea rly irrelevant to 
the quest ion of God's exis tence 

The Unmoved Mover of 
Aquinas 

In what way does the argument 
from the Big Bang theory differ from 
Aquinas' argument for an Unmoved 
Mover? Unlike the above argument, 
Aquinas' argument depends on 
metaphysical 'data', not on theories in 
the natural sciences. Aquinas starts 

from ve ry general observat ions about 
the characteristics of motion in the 
physical world a nd argues that, fo r 
,motion to be possible, an Unmoved 
Mover must ex ist. Aquinas' proof, 
since it does not rely on esote ric 
results of natural sciences, but on 
general observations of motion, 
cannot be overturned by a new 
adva nce in science. 

More important ly, Aquinas' notion 
of ·cause' differs from that which 
characterises scientific explanations. 
God's activity would not, then , be 
limited to fillin&.the ·gaps' in sc1ent1hC 
theories, but would, according to 
Aquinas, be manifest in every event. 
Whether the universe had a beginning 
at a pa rticular point of time is 
irreleva nt to Aquinas' proof. 

Dilemma of Existence · 
Why, then does the Big Bang theory 

seem to lend added force to the 
argument fo r God's existence? 
Certa inly, contemplation of the init ia l 
singularity leads ma ny people to feel 
as if 'somet hing must have caused the 
Big Bang'. It just does not seem right 
that something, the universe, should 
be created out of nothing. Surely the 
Big Ba ng, if a nything, would be a clear 
example of creation by fiar. 

My opinion is tha1 the notion of 
t he Big Bang lends only a 
psychological force to the logico
metaphysical arguments for God's 
existence. Just as the format of an 
essay can d raw especial attention to 
the logical points the essay makes, so 
the Big Bang d raws attent ion to 
reasons why theolo'gicans think of 
reasons why theologians think a God 
exists, ye t it is not a reason itse lf. By 
contemplating the oddness of thl! Big 
Bang 'creator', the mind is made to 
wonder at the exis1ence of matter in 
the face of nothingness. The deeper 
metaphysical dilemma - why there is 
something rather tha n nothing - is 
brought forcibly to the thinker's 
attention. It is this surprise that the 
world exists at all, that is the starting 
point for proofs of God's exis1ence 
such as that of Aquinas. 

The Sad Perversion of Technology 

Peter Kra:vitz examines 
some of the less talked 
about results of the new 
technology in micro
electronics, in the light of 
two new books, 

Evans. In his book he outlines three 
factors which lead 10 important 
advances in knowledge associated 
with the transisitor, the predecessor of 
the microprocessor. These are: }I) 
Militaristic; (2) Space travel ; (3) 
Commercialism. · 

The crucial part of his development 
was in particular the advances 
regarding cost and size of the 
technology. While those involved in 
the first and second groups were keen 

I am not a Luddite, al though I to keep the use of computers within a 
believe that their cause was a recognis- small clique in society , those in the last 
able one. It illuStrated a problem category , because of their capitalistic· 
which we a re still only grappling wi th . nature , sought to overcome three 
That is, the application and use of new barriers to the popular utilisation of 
developments in , science. The only the new technology: size and cost (the 
thing that can halt the march of two a lready me nt io ned) , and 
scientific discovery and investigation language. The microprocessor has 
is science itself;_but that would destroy overcome all of these. It is getting 
~!most everything els~ as well. I w~uld cheaper and smaller every year and 
hke 10 look at the ~1se of the micro- the user no longer needs to know· 
processor aii:d . then illustrate some of BASIC or any other computer 
Its less scrutinized uses. . i language to operate hardware with 

la~t week , G~llancz pubhs~ed The I quite• complex applications a nd 
Making of the Micro by Dr Chnstopher functions. 

Persuasion 

The problem for the producers of 
these items has been one of public 
acceptance. There are ce rt ai n 
app lica tions which have universal 
agreement. However, people cenainly 
do not want them to encroach on 
every corner of their lives. Later I wi ll 
explain that many .are not aware of 
some encroachmen1s that are already 
in existence. So, we are now passing 
through a period of persuasion and 
integration. Computers with a human 
face , Or humans with a computer face? 

The ma,n who pioneered the 
development of electro-mechanical 
computers, Konrad Zuse, once said 
tt)at " brain power must no t be 
wasted". This may be true , but there is 
an element of condescen$ion in his 
remark. One person's toil may be 
another's pleasure. Certain functions 
of the brain may be banal for some but 
not for others. Much satisfaction 1s 
gained from mental agony a nd 

questioning. It will be a cruel person 
that locks our grandchi ldren into a 
one-way dialogue of sense data from 
the microprocessor to 1he brain. 
Television has already shown that an 
ele'ment of this masochism is in all of 
us. We like to be fas hioned into sense
drunk mannequins. It is far easier not 
to make a decision than to make a 
decision. It is even simpler if we leave 
ourselves with no decisions to take at 
all. Who will decide wha t should 
remain within our mental capabilities 
and who will dictate which decis ions 
should be developed instead of 
delegated, from the brain to the 
microprocessor. 

Forward to Crisis 

I have said before that it is vital that 
we should pla n so that we can ga in 
mo st benefit from a n y new 
technology. In his planning equat ion, 
employment must be the key elemen1. 



February 26th I 98 I II 

Wemustnot waitforacris is topla n. prod u ction created by the information and blanketed b)' Scienti sts Lose Contro l , disa rmers. Thatis,manmaywamto 

:: ; : :~r:

0

:h~?~~e o~;:ct: ~:•en~; ~~;;~~o~e;:~;~r/,;h~;; p~~~ice:r; :~~l~:.~~i:~?t~c:::r~i!tri\ i:~ sci~n~~~;d b~~ncg 1~i~:~e ;:~:r~h~~~~; ~~:;e:~:~ei:~~is:~~c;~:
1
t:i;e ,:~~~fc:\ 

appear. The shift in the nat ure of machine which has been threatening Government began recru iting a accompli a stage further, and match it and scientific · capabili ty for the ir 
techno logy has been quickest (but not the sani ty of many parents during team of all-aces mathema-. with whether scientists remain in manufacture will still be in existence. 
the smoot hest) during wartime. This Christmas and birthdays. It is the ticians and electronics experts; control of ideas which they . Knowledgeisdifficu lt toex ilcwithout 
is because of the will ingness of most to deve lo pment of that we ll -in tentioned, they closeted them away at promu lgate. The inventor Charles · comp le1e phys ical destruction. 
be subservien t to the national (not bleeping, education toy "Speak and Bletch ley and o rdered them to Babbage once told the Duke of Scie-ntists may possess the 
necessarily the same as common Spell". work out how machines could Wellington that the problem with the unders tand ing of concepts when they 
in terest) in1eres t. But leaving it to a I have sa id aboe that war is the best be employed in tack ling design of his Analytical Engi ne "did embark on an experiment or 
c ris is during peacetime is to await an classic example of nat ional in teres t crypto-analysis. It is clear that not Icy in 'turn ing up the individual fo rmulate theories, but can they be 
imminent clash o f ideologies of the growing o ut of a crisis situation. In hi s someone at a high level had components but it was mor~ a matter expected to have sufficient foresight 
two na tions that still exist within this book, Dr Evans mentions an occasion dec ided that machines, elec tro- of the inventor grasping the overa ll of how thei r invention is going to fit 
country, and the class war that would d uring the war where, because of the mechanical o r electronic in complexity of the system and try ing to into the big picture ahead and how it 
ensure. It is o nly natural that people 1rust inherent in the na tio nal in terest, nature, sho uld be employed in hold in his mind the infinite varie ty o f will rea ll y affect the world? Will iam 
should be worried abo ut their short- de mocra ti c decis ion-mak ing in tackling some aspects of consequences ihat could arise fro m Bradford Shockley, one of the t rio 
term job prospects. Only pa rt of our government is threatened, the ita lics crypto-a nalys is, but who was , the in leractidn of its par ts" A simi lar that invented the transistor in 1948, 
nat ion is united in in teres t a t the a re mine: responsible for this imporranr l d ifficulty has boosted the a_rguments , has recently aroused considerable 
mo ment ; that is, those who work in much of the work a l executive decis ion is nor of the ant i-u n ila iera l nuc lear con troversy over his proposa ls 
sso~m~e _!o!!_f_i1~h=.c ..!n~e~w'.!;lYt..:.Cr~e!a!:te::!d_ia~r::;ea~s:,_o~f~-~B!!l_:!et::c~hl~el'..y--'.is~~st~il~l --;!-c~la~ss~ifi~1e~d!._-!._.....,ak;iJn!!,O•~v,a.1.::_" ________ ~_:_:._.:.:c..:__:.__:. _______ I concerning genetic engineering and 
.. the formation of sperm ba nks. 
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(Fridays a t 2.00 pm) 
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YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS 
FESTIVAL 

presented b y the 
SC O TTIS H YO UTH T H EAT R E 

unde r the direction o f 
Ga re th W a rdell 

Trave rse Open T ues-Sun 
Student membership only £4 

Tickets & Membership from the Box Office. 

Progs. 5 and 8 pm 

YAN KS 'AA' 
D ir. Joh n Schles inger 

with Richard Gere, Vanessa Redgrave, 
Lisa Eicho rn. 

F r i. Sat. 11 pm 

WHATEV ER HAPPENED TO 
BABY JANE 'X' 

with Bette D avis, J oan C rawford 

Beginning M onday 

THE TIN DR UM 'X' 

PLATFORM JAZZ W ed s. a t 8 p m 

JAZZ & BEBOP 

112West Bow Edinburgh EH1 2PD Tel :031-226 2633 

Head & Gordon Cruicks ha nk 

Sa ts . a t 8 pm, UPSTAG E bar. 

PRESENT THIS AT OUR FOOD 
COUNTER ON ANY DAY AND 20p 
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•••• 
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Forrest Road· Edinbur h 
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Fores ight is vital, and it need not go as 
fa r as preserving the Slatus quo. 

The Threat lo Liberty? 
Who was to know, ea rly on in the 

deve lopment of the microprocessor, 
that it could form an enormous threat 
to bas ic human rights and civil 
liberties through its deployment in 
jnte ll igence activ ities. The security 
se rvices protect themselves through 
the ir very secret nature; this forms a 
curta in of public and private paranoia 
which leads to discredit much genuine 
invesitigation and collection of 
evidence. Here is an unquest ionably 
si nister aspect of microprocessors. 
The new technology is playing a 
crucial role in the extension of the 
powers of the British secur ity services. 
The tapping of telephone lines, which 
has been with us since thei r inception, 
is now even more frigh tening owing to 
the recent development of access to 
computers over telephone lines. 
Previously bulky and unwieldy 
dossiers o n over one mi ll ion people 
have been computerised, making 
Sco1land Yard's snooping more 
successful than ever (though not more 
accurare). There are now more 
devious methods of secretive 
surveillance in existence than ever, 
available to the State's security 
apparatus. Detailed exposures on this 
subject has been made by Duncan 
Campbell through a rticles which 
appear regularly in the New 
Sraresman. Lat month Pelican 

Le UCO published Who's Watching Yo u by 
• Cr ispin Aubrey. Aubrey ou1 lines an 

account of the "ABC secrets trial" at 

t r•ienes the Old Bailey, when duncan 
Campbell, John Berry (an ex-Signals 

1--------------:-:::-:--1 Intelligence officer) and himself were 
The Romanes Lecture, 1981 tried under the Official Secrets Act; 

including Section One wh ich had only 
I--A_ li_n_a_ A_._R_a_n_e_e _____ 

7 
previously been used in cases of 
international espionage. The Roma nes Lecture this year, 

chaired by Prof. Scott, was del ivered 
by Prof. Bengt Samuelsson of the 
Karolinska Institute (Sweden) on 
23rd Februa ry at the Cherrftstry 
Department, King's' Buildi ngs. 
Already well known'for his pioneering 
work on prostagland'ins, Prof. 
Samuelsson gave an accou nt of his 
more recent foray in the field of 
leucotrienes. 

Leucotrienes are re lated to the 
prostaglad ins by way of a common 
precu rso r - arachidon ic ac id. 
Epoxidaticin across Cs-C6 and 
subsequent reduction by enzyme gives 
the leucotr ienes. For the chem ists 
among us, reference was made to 
Corey's paper o n the synthesis of a 
leucotriene (J. Am. Chem. Soc. 102, 
1436 ( 1980)). For the general reader, 
the importance of the leucot rienes lies 
in their be ing implicated as the 
mediators in human asthma, edema, 
·and innam matory reactions. T hey 
also give rise to increase permeability 
of micro-vesse ls, even when 
adm inis tered in microgra m amounts. 

Dr Samuelsson a lso gave the 
h istorical background to t he 
leucotrienes: how, in 1938, Feldberg 
and Kellaway isolated a substance 
(na m(!d SRS) from the perfusates of 
guinea-p ig and cat- lung to which was 
added cobra venom! From this 
elegant begi nning, the laboratory 
synthesis of leucot rienes has taken 
little over 22 years - an indication of 
improved methods in chroma
tography. Collaboration between 
sc ient ists at Harvard and Stockholm 
was a lso important. 

Characteristically, Prof. Samuels
;on played down his own substantial 
ro le in the analysis and isolation of the 
leucotrienes and their derivatives. It 
was indeed a well-received lecture 
which brea thed new life into the life
;:cie nces. Unfor.1unate ly , the 
Chem ist ry Department of Edinburgh 
University has not yet car ried ou1 
reseMch in th is worthwhile fie ld. 

Aubrey and Campbell were 
arrested on leaving John Berry's nat 
after completing an interview with 
him on the work that he had done 
rega rd ing surveillance, with Signals 
Intelligence. The main body of the 
book describes the t rial. There are 
a lso deiails of how organisat ions like 
the Nationa l Council for Civil 
Liberties had their te lephones tapped, 
and since phones are only tapped with 
the approval of the Home Secretary 
the belief must have been held thal 
this organisation posed a threat to 
national security. Aubrey proceeds to 
expla in the resu lts of detailed 
investigat ions carried out by 
Campbell, himse lf and ot hers, into the 
ac ti vities of the security services, 
including the Special Air Services,' 
M15, M16 and Special Branch. In 
concluding, Aubrey poses the 
question whethe r the above agencies 
are now de [aero a "state within a 
state". This.is a problem which leads 
intellectua ls like E. P. Thompson to 
proclaim that our democracy is being 
subverted 'from wit hin and that our 
elected representatives, the 
polit icians, have li t tle or no 
power over or knowledge about what 
the security services do. There can be 
lill le doubt that micro-e lectron ics has 

· meant that 1hesc agencies, that arc 
supposedly acting to preserve 
national security, can do 1he job with 
increased effectiveness. That is, they 
can increase the volume of 
surveillance and maintain a highly 
secretive umbrella lo avoid public 
scrutiny. This, together with the 
present Official Secrets Act provides a 
mechanism whereby 1he agenda for' 
public deba1e on this subject is stifled 
and considered illegal in its very 
nature. Hence the exclusion of a 
Freedom of Info Bill and a Bill of 
Rights from the national forum of 
discussion: one of the unfortunate 
sides of microprocessors. A sad 
perversion indeed. 
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Narcissism at play 

The stage is bare except fo r the 
three characters and three props -
each has a strange mobile window 
frame which se rves as cos tume box, 
horse, bed, mirro r, pict ure frame and 
window - as well as sharply defi ning 
the social and psychological restric~ 
tions within which each characte r is 
fo rced to behave. A historical and 
socia l contex t is susta ined by the 
withdrawal of cha racte rs behind their 
frames to wait their turn, appearing as 
antiquated portraits intended for 
someone·s stately stai rcase. 

The story is based o n Push kin' s 
Eugene Onegin, a tortured a nd 
d iabolical dandy, and his fri end , an 
idealistic and vo lubly passionate 
young poe t, who is desperately in love 
with the elusive .Olga. He ca nnot 
marry her until her o lder sister is 
paired off, and needless to say the poet 
schemes to unit s this unfortunate gi rl 
with Onegin. She ob ligingly falls in 
love wi1h him but he rejec ts her, and 
ends up killing the poet in a duel. 

The performance consists entirely 
of spoken verse, much direct speech 
and some narrative , which necessari ly 
involves somewhat fragmented roles. 
The performance rose above these 
difficulties, and in fact outshone the subject matter is one which has 
poetry itself, a n epic by Richard Crane recent ly been quite out of vogue -
with some atroc io us rh yme schemes particularly at the Bed la m. We aren't 
and lengthy ba nal passages. His meant to be red uced to tears any more 

Criminal Reality? 
The Hard m..:;a..,n,_,__ __ 
Queen's Hall 
bylin -w-a-ld_i_e __ 

It's not an unusual phenomenon 
these days to witness the creation of a 
house-hold name. One can generally 
forsee the even t by a month. Pop-stars 
forsee the event by a month. Pop
stars, television interviewers, and 
female newscasters have all received 
rapid notoriety via a well-oiled 
process of rumour spreading and 
gossip mongering. Newspapers are 
most viru lent carrie rs of superstar 
hype and their role in the nurturing 
process is o ne of cent ral impo rtance. It 
interests me therefore, to see how they 
process one, Jimmy Boyle. 

A convicted c riminal with a very 
violent history a nd an equally 
tempestuous reputation , stil l 
se rving the final yea rs of his life 
sentence for murder, he is an unusual 
character to be promoted into the 
ranks of 'media personality'. When 
o ne's subject encarcerated at 'Her 
Majesty's Pleasure', it proves a sl ight 
problem to tour organisers and 
theatre directors that one ca nnot 
entertain the public's natural requests 
to see the man 'live'. It is reasonable to 
expect therefore that anyt hing Jimmy 
Boyle produces shall be translated, 
lifted and marketed in every form 
known to gain maximum audiences. 
The TV film, (of-the-book), A Sense 
Of Freedom, transmitted last Tuesday 
must have reached the last remaining 
vestiges of'unaware' people left in the 
country. Judging from the tone of 
many letters in the press the fo llowing 
day, the message of 'wild animal 
turned creative artist' has been 
se riously misread. 

It was with such ind igestable 
feelings of over-exposure and 
ambiguity that I prepared to 
experience the 'Jimmy Boyle Story' , 
(once again) as a play. I had read the 
play before and had been struck by the 
life and vitality that had been 
preserved, in the transition from book 
to stage. T ht! internal structure was 
sound and the narrative and dialogue, 
functional and provocative. How 
these elements were to be maintained 
in a live production was something of 
a surprise. 

The central character, Johnny 
Byrne, was excellently portrayed by a 
sui tably robust Stuart Hepburn. He 
acted out the reputation of Byrne 
without undue zest nor· superior 
overtones, playing the gangla nd 

I leader as a man with a need to 
maintain an image of ferociousness 
and not as a playgrou nd bully with 
too much power fo r hi s own good. If 
anything, the play reflects- that the 
aggressor has both intelligence and 
insuperable pride, neither in short 
supply. At times I felt se riously 
threa tened by the physica l presence of 
such coersive power. Such was the 
realism of the production. The play 
progressed a t a constant pace 
demanding some thoughtful scene 
cha nges. These were profess ionally 
executCd at every stage and the 
t e ns ion and co ntinuit y were 
maintained throughout. It was 
obvious that tfls: director, Jamie Ne il , 
had taken great care not to inject any 
·outside' perceptions of mora lity and 
decency upon the actions of 1he 
characters, nor to imply any sense of 
remorse or regret. It was a wise 
decision since the play was all the 
more credible and intriguing for its 
ab rasive texture. 

J o hnny Byrne and his two mates 
follow a career of crime from the very 
start, ex tolling the 'v irtues' of thei r 
trade and reaping the rewards. They 
consider themselves as latter-day 
' Robin Hoods' providing a social 
welfare service for the neighbours and 
the tenement folk who can barely keep 
one step a head of the baliff and are 
not averse to accepting a little bargain 
from Johnny Bryne. It's when Johnny 
gets into the protection racket that 
sentiments sta rt to bui ld up aga inst 
him. He is seen to be the source of 
every fight a nd the perpetrator of 
every maiming. Once, he is associated 
with death too often and so starts his 
long term 'inside'. 

It is in the prisons that the intense 
relationships of distrust and hate are 
fostered between the wardens and 
Johnny. It is a lso at this point that the 
play comes near to ca rrying a vital and 
accessable message. It is a plea, for 
sensability. Not sympathy, not 
worship and not revenge. We are 
asked to face the facts of long term 
prisons and the punitive lives of both 
prisoners and prison officers. Are we 
simply ridding ourse lves of the 
gruesome truths of ou r inability to 
deal with those members of society 
who commit particularly heinous 
crimes? Should we not loo k for an 

,alternative? Jimmy Boyle does not 
answer these questions ex plicitly in 
the play but his views on the subject 
are eas ily ex tracted from the dialogue 
and they offe r some pertinent points 
for discussion . 

by the spectacle of unrequited 
infatuation, nor sympath ise with the 

· winner of a duel {he spa n his frame 
a ro und , shouting, a nd slowly it came 

Gluck: Alceste 
EU Opera Club 
David Nice 

Enterprising as always, the 
University Op~ra Club this year 
presented Gluck's "Alceste ... It was to 
an extent a breach of the past policy of 
performing important works which 
no longer appear on the professional 
stage, as 'Alceste' has, it only recently , 
attained some kind of place in the 
repertory ; the justification lay in the 
relat ively small number of soloists 
required , the significant role of the 
Chorus - for it is mainly in this that 
students are involved - and an 
orchestra of a size amenable to the 
George Square Theatre. 

Gluck's Preface to the 1776 score 
embodies his view that o pera should 
not merely be an elegant concert in 
costume, as it had been up u ntil then , 
but a form of music-drama . 
Revolutionary as this opinion no 
doubt was at the time, the perspective 
opened up by the development of 
opera since then revea ls 'Alceste' as a 
work with much beautiful music, but 
of little dramatic interest. Raymond 
Monelle, the producer, has chosen to 
adhere closely to the origi_na l static 
a nd sty li sed form of staging, ass isted 
by the classical Hellenic costumes and 
simple designs of Michae l Hunter a nd 
many members of the audience found 
the result of this faithful decision 
visua lly unpala tab le. the dozen or so 
'stock' movements of the Chorus, seen 
to greatest effect in the 'Temple of 
Apollo' scene, and lending to it a 
peculiar ritual gravity, hard ly worked 
in the horrified reactions to the 
impending deaths of Alceste o r 
Admete; but then what else is to be 
done with a body of over twenty 
singers who are o n stage for the 

to a halt, fram ing a nd const ricting 
him exact ly as before). Lunchtime 
theatre writers, take note: it is poss ible 
to take the time-honoured passions 
quite se rioµsly a nd st ill be deeply 
cynica l. 

Kate Ingram , playing Tatyana, the 
o lder sister , c reated the cha rac ter 
brilliantly. She moves from the 
painfull y bridl ed passions of 
adolescence, writhing and shrieking 
withi n her wooden frame like a caged 
tigress, through ho rrific nightmares 
once she has escaped the frame and 
been punished for it , and slowly 
emerges into womanhood, composing 
herself in a withdrawn secu rit y. empty 
of e ither pleasure or pain, except for a 
kind of resigned nostalgia. 

Onegin, played by Geof Atwell, is 
fascinating, reckless, proud, evil and 

-pathetic. Lensky, the fo ppish poet , 
threatened to make me throw up at 
first, he held forth at such length and 
with such conviction that the aud ience 
formed an intimate acquainta nce with 
the roof of hi s mouth. Fortunately, his 
s ubsequent vicissitudes had a 
dampening effect on his en thusiasm. 
Particularl y effec ti ve was his growing 
discomfort o n watching Onegin and 
Olga in inwxicated emb races on the 
dance noor - a nd his heath . which 
secnied 10 be the ultimate fulfilment of 
hi s romantic yearn ings. 

Above a ll , the actors withdrew and 
stepped forward with such perfect co
o rd ination that the performance was 
as moving as a Beethoven quartet , 
with Olga as the in visib le but ever
present fou rth part, so that the 
aud ience in volvement was sus tained 
without a break throughout. 

greater part of the act io n? Such 
formal se riousness - and it would be 
wise to pass over the dancing in silence 
- was delightfully parodied in a scene 
where the people of Thessaly present 
the High Priest with five stuffed birds 
for sacrifice. Anyone who had seen 
the equally tongue-in-cheek toy sheep 
in the Glyndebourne product ion of 
Haydn's 'La Fedelta Premiata' would 
have seen the joke. 

Musically, though, the production 
fared well indeed. It was crowned by 
an Alceste who was quite remarkable 
- the semi-professional Alison 
Barlow. She possesses every requisite 
fo r success - a voice of crystal 
brilliance, a wea lth of expression, 
exceptional stage presence and great 
beauty reminiscent of Valerie 
Masterson and Norma Burrowess. 
Her consort, Admete (Ian Darling) 
was no less striking in appearance, but 
visually weak; Alan Kemp, a superbly 
camp Hercules, proved his superior in 
this respect. The orchestra - again 
largely consisting of students -
excelled in some fine and unusual 
scoring: the music, far from being 
.. very like Gilbert and Sullivan", as an 
e lderly lady behind me exclaimed 
loudly at one stage, has a radiant 
individuality, and at its best fore
shadows later Mozart (as in the 
Masonic-like orches tral passage of 
Act I Scene 2, for example or the final 
trio). 

James MacMillan directed with a 
fine ea r for detail , a nd the Chorus 
responded with a singing that was 
both bright and precise. It proved a 
worthwhile entertainment, occasion
ally bordering on the dull; but for that 
the production could hardly be 
blamed . 

Above all adventurousness of the 
Opera Club is to be pra ised, and it can 
add this 'Alceste· to the list of past 
successes. 



Imperial 
Breaker Morant 
Dominion Scapegoats 
Allan Hunter 

Breaker Morant is set in 1901 
during the Boer War when one of the 
many shameful acts perpretrated in 
the. name of the British Empire. 
unfoulded. Harry 'Breaker' Morant 
(Edward Woodward) rides out to 
avenge his ambushed, mutilated 
superior officer taking, as ordered no 
prisoners. Those killed include a 
German missionary a nd in order to 
placate~ pro-Boer Germany, eager to 
enter the conflict, the establishment 
needs to make an example. Bruce 
Beresford in this excellent Australian 
picture uses the court martial of 
'Breaker' and two fellow officers to 
recount the tTUth behind th"e events and 
highlight the unbearable sham and 
hypocrisy of imperialism as well as the 
human tragedy at the centre of it all. 

Beresford avoids the theatricality 
inherent in most court-room dramas 
in his impeccable handling by opening 
out the play and using tightly 
integrated flashbacks which never 
intrude on the tension a nd immediacy 
of the trial. In an expertly cast picture 
Edward Woodward and Jack 
Thompson stand out. Woodward as 
the poet-soldier just following orders 

has rarely been better and with his 
soulful , knowing visage and credible 
military bearing shows what a fine 
actor he can be. Thompson as the wily 
idignant hick lawyer matches him 
every step of the way. They have a 
sharp, pointed script with which to 
work and the proceedings are 
enhanced by the g!_owing 

It's Showtime 
All That Jazz 
Cameofrom 
Monda 
Allan Hunter 

A second viewing of Bob Fosse's 
latest cinema work some seven 
months after 1 originally saw it only 
served to reinforce my belief that it is 
one of the most dazzling, brilliant 
films to emerge from the American 
cinema in recent years and that Fosse 
has a rare creativity to be treasured. 

The filin is very American, very 
show-business and very good. It is a 
kind of fictionalised autobiography 
come greatest hits of Bob Fosse. The 
Fosse-like choreographer-director 
Joe Gideon (Roy Scheider) inhabits a 
world where life is one big, brassy, 
Broadway show with death the only 
possible act for the grand finale. 
Death here is nature's way of telling 
you no-one is indispensable. 

'Jazz' is grossly exhibitionist and 
self-indulgent but just try looking 
away as Fosse takes your breath away 
with the .,stenius of some of the most 
pulsating, inventive dance numbers 

Pictorial 
Seven Poets 
3rd Eye Gallery, 
Glasgow 
Margaret A. Tyre 

When the Scottish Arts Council 
commissioned Alexander Moffat to 
paint the portraits of contemporary 
Scottish poets, it seemed like the 
perfect chance to combine the visual 
and literary arts. Unfortunately this 
rare opportunity resulted in one of the 
most disappointing exhibitions to 
open at The Third Eye Gallery, 
Glasgow in recent memory. 

The portraits are flat, uninteresting 
and express remarkably little about 
the sitters or their poetry. The most 
creative painting is a technical, ur9an 
image of Ewin Morgan, unfortunately 
marred by mu.Jticoloured swirls that 
frame the image that are 
inappropriately reminiscent of Peter 
Max . Moffat's drawings and 
preliminary studies for the paintings, 
rendered in pastels and framed along 

ever put in one film. As it is a Fosse 
compendium there are recognisable 
moments from his bigger hits 
including Cabaret, Lenny and Sweet 
Charity all played with panache by a 
bursting with-talent cast. 

A refreshingly-cast Roy Scheider, 
in a role turned down by Richa rd 
Dreyfuss, is exceptional; capturing 
the lithe agility of the choreographer 

Poets 
side of the oil canvases, arc lively,_ 
well-thought out and show 
remarkable talent . Unfortunately, 
Moffat was unable to successfuUy 

'retain these elements when making 
the transition to the larger scale ' 
·llortraits. 'The Poet's Pub', a group 
portrait of the seven· poets is perhaps 
the greatest disappointment of the 
exhibition. This huge oil painting 
presents an array of stiff, ill
proportioned figures suggesting 
scenes from a wax museum rather 
than the personalities of the writers 
that have reolutionised Scottish 
literature. 

The exhibition also included a 
series of portraits, commissioned by 
the gallery, of the same seven poets by 
photographer Jessie Ann Matthew. 
The black: and white photographs 
present a refresh.ing contrast to the 
painting, i~tcgrating the sitters' 
personalities with the flavour of their 
poetic concerns. Matthew's talents arc 
weU represented, with shots varying 
from Sorley Maclean in a typically 
Scottish rural landscape to a brilliant 
abstract portrait of Edwin Morgan. 
Also of merit is a portrait of the late 

photography of countryside, candle 
light and the sun whose ri sing a nd 
setting hues silhouette the figures in 
this epic tragedy. 

Breaker Morant is impressive 
screen-fare, totally absorbing· from 
start to finish and crying ollt to be 
seen. Rush to the Dominion and give 
yourself a treat . 

as well as the addictive need of the 
celebrity to perfo rm - o n stage or in 
bed. 

All That Jazz is two hours of non
stop, cinematic pure gold and as one 
who views innumerable movies to say 
that I've seen it twice is one of the best 
recommendations I can give. It's on at 
the Cameo soon so feets do your stuff 
and git going. 

Hugh MacDiarmid that visually 
captures the essence of the poets 
relaxed yet emotive literary style. The 
most superlative of Matthew's 
photographs is a series of hands which 
simultaneously suggests a sense of age 
and intense creativity. 

Along with Moffat and Matthew's 
work is a series of six colour video 
tapes. Each tape is devoted to a single 
poet, interviewed by Marshall Walker 
and filmed by Roy Thomson. 
Although this adds a pleasant 
dimension to the exhibit, the sound on 
the videotapes is hopelessly garbled 
and nearly uninte ll igible. The 
segments of the tapes thare arc 
audible arc interesting and supply a 
va luable background for the 
portraits. 

This exhibition handily merits a 
ipecial trip to The Third Eye, but if 

This exhibition hardly merits a 
special trip to The Third Eye, but if 
you are in Glasgow, Matthcw's 
photographs and the video interviews 
present an enlightening an d 
aesthetically pleasing way to while 
away a cloudy afternoon. 

MOVIES 
AROUND 
ABC Lothian Road 
2) The Jazz Singer (A) 

Little J ewish boy runs away from 
home and joins the pop circus. Super 
star Dia mond crosses swords with 
Papa Olivier. Stretching stuff -
includes love on the Racks. Not bad. 

3) Flash Gordon (A) 
Excellent corney romp in the sta rs, 

Max Von Sydow decides on earth 
removal to enliven the galatic scene. 
Only a blond US quarterback can 
stop him. Great fun , take the children. 

CALTON STUDIOS 

Calton Rd 
Yanks (AA) 

John Schlesinger's award winning 
movie of last year, with Richard Ge re 
and Vanessa Rcdgrave. Clash or 
lifesty les in English town as G l's flock 
over for European Super Bowl. 

CAMEO, Tollcross 
Specia l Edition of Close Encouncers 
of the Third Kind (A) 

Richard Dreyfuss sta r s in 
lengthened version of the highly 
successful original. Director Steven 
Speilberg adds in about twenty 
minutes of stunning effects which are 
certainly worth seeing. 

DOMINION Churchhill 
I) Airplane (A) 

Robert Stack and Lloyd Bridges 
making big dollars in this on-Boeing 
spoof. Surely by now they've got 
enough. 

2) Breaker Morant (A) 
• Edward Woodward stars in this 
excellent Australian release. (See 
Review). 

(3) Being There (AA) 
Oscar-winning Melvyn Douglas co: 
stars in Peter Se llers's last but o ne. 
Much mo re intense and personal tha n 
the Pink Panther series, which will 
probably be femembered more 
fondly. Shirley MacLaine also stars. 

EDINBURGH FILM 

THEATRE Lothian Rd 
Eraserhead (A) 

David Lynch (who is also 
nominated for an Oscar for his 
direction of The Elephanr Man) 
depicts the filth and horror of an 
industrial slum and the plight of one 
of its outcasts. Surreal, imagist , 
absurdist and probably inexplicable. 
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RITZ Rodney St and 

CALEY Lothian Rd 
Last Feeling (A) and Last Snows of 
Spring (A) 

Double weepy. Children causing 
deluge of emotion in no names 
featu res. Child swimmer dies in last 
Feelings and divorced couple face 
offspiring problems in last Snows of 
Spring. A case for Kleenex! 

ODEON South Clerk St. 
Tribute (AA) 

Has every chance of being an over
emotional, romantic flop. But Jack 
Lemmon brilliantly hold s the 
attention and sustains t!le pace in this 
excellent tale of comic father making 
up with too serious son. 

LATE SHOWS 

EDINB URGH FILM THEATRE 

Fri and Sat at 11 pm 
The Getaway (X) 

Steve McQueen and Ali McGraw in 
Deep So uth violence. Fine 
performance by this charismatic star 
plus obvious attractions of Ali 
McGraw make this good late night 
entertainment. 

CALTON STUDIOS 

Fri and Sat at 11 pm 
Whatever happend to Baby Jane (X) 

Robert Aldrich directs two of 
Hollywood's great stars, Bette Davis, 
and Joan Crawford in tense character 
clash of ex-child star and inva lid sister 
that leads to murder. Recommended. 

CLASSIC 

Fri and Sat at 11 pm 
Rocky Horror Picture Show (X) 

Definitely fo r all those fans of 
freaky West Coast transversities, 
druggies and the rest of States sub
culture. 

Phantom of the Paradise (X) 
Rocked up version of Phantom of 

the Opera. Plenty here to keep the 
mind off anything too serious. 

PLAYHOUSE 

Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band 

Thei r music lives on. Legends in 
their own (and my Dad's) life time; 
incomparable giants of rock; heroes 
of Shea stadium. Yes, folks we 
proudly present for two nights only: 
the Fab Four. 

PETER LYALL 
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Pop Flop? 
Our very own 
Delmontes fail to 
impress Rab 
Stevenson at the 
Nite Club 

Va.lent ines' night. Lovers and the 
lost lu ll round a crowded venue. They 
seek a musical direction; expect The 
Delmontcs to lead them , but are 
forced 10 take a diversion. Reason
Mo t hc rw e 11 band Still Life 
De lm on t es' manager Allan 

Campbell's latest 'find' and front
runners for a 45 release on his 
Rational Records label. 

I listen and like. They sound good 
but also familiar. A cross between 
Orange Juice and Josef K perhaps? 
'Sounds' scribe J(ah) Waller agrees. 
Imitators OJ innocents? Deferring the 
question to 'another time, another 
place' I wander up front to await The 
Delmontes. 

Presently they jangle on stage. The 
three fCmaJe members bedecked with 
a ll sorts of junk jewellery, voca list 
Julie Hepburn looking like a waifish 
peacock princess, the two guys 
parading as the puppet cast for 
'Thunderbirds' o r 'Joe 90'. A 
kaleidoscope of colour. Images of 
'merry' music a re conjured up. T hey 
fade with reality. 

Proceedings begin with the lively 
'So Sad, Too Bad', Miss Miller 
nodding a pprovement to her own 
wur lit ze r keyboa rds , escalating 
rapidly to the sublime 'Tous Les Soir' 
and the evocative 'Use It'. 'S funny, 
The Delmontes a re meant to be be 
' peachy' and full of thal 60's West 
Coast sound. Where's it gone? 
' Peachy' implies substance, there isn't 
any here. The Delmontes sound relies 
en tirely on Gillian Miller's hollow/ 

haunting keyboards and the cool, 
deadpan delivery of Hepburn's 
morose lyrics. It's all flow, litt le 
rhythm. In fact Bernice Simpson's 
drumming was barely adequate whilst 
big bro' Gordon's bass and Mike 
Berry's guitar were assassi nated by the 
mix. 

However, out of the wreckage The 
Delmontcs did manage to salvage 
such songs as 'Cunning Badgers', the 
moralising 'What You Don't Know' 
and the insidious 'Infectious Smi le' -
'' I'm laughing al you." Sandwiched in 
between was the best of the night and 
surely the next single - 'Don't Cry 

pie: Si,t1on Allen 

Your Tears· yet another testimony to 
The Delmont es surprisingly 
melancholy ... "don't cry your tears/ 
don't fake it / cos there's no way you're 
ever gonna make it / trying to be 
someone you're not". 

I left stilt lik ing them, admi ring 
them even more for trying to break 
out of the conventiona l drums / bass 
axis , but above all worried . There is a 
mixmatch of fluid keyboards over 
ot herwise dull music. Add a defea ti st 
message. package it co lourfu lly and 
aim it at bright(?) fun-loving punters, 
and it comes over like a death march 
at a wedding. 

Restricted Mode 
Caroline Binnie re
ports on last Friday's 
Art School Jig ... 

Restricted Code. And the native 
hipsters are out in force. The nearly 
famous and the desperate to be 
famous thong the horrendously 
depressing Art College liar. They've 
got plenty time for mix.ing and 
mingling, hyping and hypocricy, 'cos 
the band don't materialise till after 
midnight. Restricted Code finally 
talce the stage, clothed in anonimity 
and rather sweet matching shirts 
shuffle about a bit , and open with 
Monkey. Starts funky, resembling a 
hybrid of Talking Heads and a more 
polished version of Boots for 
Dancing. Tom Cannavan's voice is 
immediately compelling, ragged, 
emotional, tortured even, and the raw 
power of the band surprises me -
bano profundo popJ For pop it is, 

carefully structured. with intricate 
rhythm patterns. T heir songs a re 
about love Start reminds me of a 
Beatles song, they're that kind of baad 
emotions taking precedence over the 
intentional~bscurity of some of their 
peers. 

But that's all ideas. Does their pop/ 
emotion fusion work? Well, it 
initially• charms, beginning like a 
Xmas carol, it seems to promise 
much, opening out with powerful 
bass. Cannavan's vocals are uneven, 
though retaining their bite, but I begin 
to wonder if they're not relying too 
much upon traditional rock formats 
- OK so it's a reshuffling, but that's 
no guarantee of originality. A slow 
one, I never needed anyone as much as 
you, reminds me of the Comsat 
Angels , Cannavan's evocativel y 
desperate vocals rising a bove the 
guitars. More passion in From the 
top, from their Pop Aural single, and 
Clumsy with its screaming vocals , is 
chaotica lly wonderful. 

I'm resei-vingjudgement , but others 

reality Bits 'n' piem 

news 
3sy1um 

Reality Asylum 
Triffic Ten 

1 (7) German Film Sta r. Passions 
2 (3) Tous Les Soirs Delmontes 
3 ( ) Fade Away New Age Steppers 
4 (5) Reward 

The Teardrop Explodes 
S ( ) I'm Falling Dead or Alive 
6 (8) S1rangcr ai the Heart FK9 
7 ( ) Once in a Lifetime 

Talking Heads 
8 ( ) Unsightly a nd Serene 

Crispy Ambulance 
9 ( ) The Flood Blue Orchids 

10 (6) Wa1ch Tha l Girl Vic Godard 
Chart compiled fo r Reality Asylum by 
Gutter Music. 19 Henderson Row. 

The second single from the 
evoca1ively desperate Fire Engines 
will soon be with us - entitled 'Candy 
Skin', it features, would you believe, a 
string quartet, and is set for release on 
Pop Aural in mid-March. 

Local streel heroes, the serene 
l5mm. Dreams, made lheir Glasgow 
Jebut on Saturday, playing to an 
1udicnce of 40,000 on the Righi to 
Work March! Seems the band played 
for 3½ hours, performing 1heir se t a 
mere six times to a good reaction and I 
received the ~ast su~ of£ 1.20 for their 
labours, which stnkes us at Reality 
Asylum as ~eing £ 1.19 too much. 
Tomorrow the world? 

seem to have reached their verdict , the 
Ooor is emptying, apathy apparent as 
the local luminaries trek back to the 
bar. Here to see, or to be seen? 

The band finish the next single, 
Love 10 meet you, not as captiva ting 
as First Nigh t On , having a heavie r 
sound and less clarity in the vocals. 
Someone heckles them. Tom replies 
"F: . . off, w . .... · This is Art! ... He's 
convinced, but I'm not so sure. 
They've got emotion, but have they 
got what it takes? The audience 
remains unimpressed, the overa ll 
sound is very danceable, but few are 
dancing. It's that kind of gig. 
Restricted Code finish with the 
immaculate Firs1 Night On, it's got 
every thing. ran ge, fee lin g and 
originality, but it seems to highlight 
their undoubted patchiness, and lack 
of Artistic coherancc. They're pop, no 
one would deny that, but V's not 
essential pop, not just yet a nyway and'. 
as the band leave the stage to sparse 
applause it seems that the nat ive 
hipsters think so too. 

Local popsters NewApartment may 
have a single out soon on Rational 
Records. On the other hand, they may 
sign to Jake Riviera's fairly mundane 
F·Beat. What kind of choice is that? 

Following hard on the heels of Jo 
Callis's departure, Boots for Dancing 
have lost the services of bassman 
Douglas Barrie, who has quit in order 
to concentrate on his studies at this 
very University (is this man sane?!). 
Fear not , though, Boots are not 
finished yet _, remaining members 
Dave Carson and Mike Barclay, now 
under the management of the afore
mentioned Callis , are currently 
working with Shake-ist S imon 
Templar sta nding in on bass (this is 
getting silly !). and a new drummer 
~ailed Scott. Reality Asylum awaits 
the results with bated breath. 

Gig oft' week 
The Freeze play Grindlay Slreet 

Union on Saturday nighl a nd shou ld 
no t be missed, for reasons explained 
at excessive length on this page last J 

week .... 

Natiirlich, wir nicht 
Torness wollen, aber 
Jim Levi und Chris 
Kershaw haben The 
Thompson Twins 
oder Everest The 
Hard Way nicht so 
gem, also. 
(slwrely shome mishrake here) 

On entering the Nite Club, you'd 
have been fo rgiven for thinking that 
you'd come to the wrong place. The 
cloakroom had been transformed into 
a macrobiotic, vegetarian food stall, 
people with long hair, beards and 
glazed expressions stumbled about , 
puffing on, er, cigarettes. the disco 
pumped out an endless stream of ve ry 
loud, very obscure reggae - a few 
people 'danced', most sa t cross-legged 
on the floor. 

Then Everest the Hard Way came 
on and were a real disappointment -
booming drums too high in the mix 
(Steve Morris has a lot to answer for), 
guitar was spikey yet not quite spikey 
enough, bass plodded 1urgidly, 
synthesizer overlays tended to add 
pomposity, while the vocals were 
intense ... yet something was miss ing. 

The band ca me over sounding like a 
mellow Joy Division, songs were just 
too long, and the whole affai r verged 
on becoming one long o rgy of ted iu m. 
Yes, Everest are good technicians and 
clearly have great bel ief in what t hey 
do - Dave Service sings and plays 
with great passion, but the whole 
show, musically and visua ll y just did 
not capture that vital ingredient of 
excitement. 

At their last Nite Club appearance, 
at another No Nukes gig last summer, 
the Thomson Twins impressed with 

Whooarghh ! ! 
More FREE tickets 
for ya!! 

Yes, kid s, th is Sunday at 
Valentino's the dBs and the Raybcats, 
two of New York's hottest bands, are 
do ing thei r thing - and si x of you can 
get in free! 

Fresh from a special night a1 
London's Ra inbow, which purpo n ed 
to show wha1·s best in NY at the 
mo ment , these 1wo bands will sta r in 
what Psychotic Reaclion hope will be a 

thei r powerful, intense, yet curiously 
appealing pop. Since then, they've 
expanded to a six-piece, with the 
addition of a sax-player and an 
a dd iti onal percussionist , an d 
unfortunately, their hard-hitting 
energy seems to have diffused. The 
sound all too often descends into ugly 
cacophany - a wall of noise through 
which little detail is discernablc. 

To give them their due, they were 
suffering at the hands of an atrocious 
mix. T he only criter ion which seemed 
to have been applied was " Make it 
loud ," resulting in the sax be.ing 
almost totally inaudible fo r long 
periods. This was a pity, since, when it 
was heard , its harsh, jazzy breaks 
added a more adventurous touch to 
the Thompsons' otherwise fairly 
predictable riffing. 

That said , the Thompsons do seem 
to have a knack of (occasionally) 
wri ting some extremely good pop 
songs. In particular, their twin (no 
pun mtended) voca ls add melodic 
depth r·o their music. 

Squares and Triangles. their fi rst 
single, came ove r particular ly well , as 
did Politics, wi th its insistent, 
stuttering guitar , a nd shouted chorus. 

Such high-points were, however, 
surrounded by periods of relative 
dullness, in what was a ve ry long (too 
long) set. 

Two bands, both of whom we could 
have ex pected better of - though to 
be fair, they weren't helped by the 
general laid-ba ck atmosphe re 
surrounding the whole event. It 
seemed that for most people, the evenl 
was of greater significance than the 
music. If this continues, the whole 
NNMthing is in danger of being 
sucked into a big drugs / hippies 
underground side show. 

It is not the function of this article 
to delve into the politics of the 
situation, but merely to consider its 
merits (or otherwise) as a gig - and 
unfortunately, this is one just did not 
work. 

truly American evening with fi lms, 
discs and even a Lou Reed loo kali ke 
competition!?! 

Anyway, to wi n your ti ckets . 
{I) Which dead hip NY club are 

these bands associated wi1h? 
(2) The Raybeats feature former 

members of which seminal NY band: 
(a) Yelve1 Underground; (b) The 
Contortions; (c) Patti Smith Group. 

(3) Who-did 1he good people of NY 
State choose to be Pres ident of the US 
last year? 

Phone Colin on 556 8277 wi1h t ' 
a nswers. First three correct ca llers 
afler S.30 tonight (Thursday) win two 
tickets each. 



To be (employed) 
or not to be. 

90% of last year's Edinburgh 
graduates had made some sort of start 
on employment or trainihg by 31st 
December. But 10% were still seeking 
an outlet and this represents a 
hardening of the graduate job market 
(compares with 7.5% for 1979). 

These figures are conti~ained in the 
annual statistical summary published 
today by the Careers Service and 
based on data provided by the 
gratuates themsehes over the 
autumn. 

Economic recession . . . increasing 
unemployment ... what will happen 
to you after you leave University? 

Let's take a look at what happened 
to first degree students who graduated 
from Edinburgh in 1980. Maybe it'd 
come as a pleasant surprise to learn 
that slight ly more - or less -
graduates than in 1979 found 
permanent jobs to take up, (just over 
40%). Some of these jobs were closely 
related to a degree subject studied, e.g. 
accountancy, nursing, engineering -
and others were varied - from selling 
to banking, production management 
to social work, professional football 
to distribution. Last summer's 
graduates found it hard to get jobs in 
(you guessed it) the Civil Service. local 
government, public utilities; but a 
relatively large numbrer of graduates 
embarked successfully on careers in 
the industrial and commercial sectors 
(especially into retail , computing and 
financia l work). 

As the cold grey dawn of another 
Edinburgh Thursday morning broke 
on the waking city the horrific death 
of Fleurvv was d~covered. Another 
innocent life claimed by urban 
existence. yet early evidence indicates 
that this was not merely another 
victim of 20th century stress, but that 
darker forces were at work. Reports 
of primitive living conditions, of 
brutal manhandling, and , in the final 
stages, of will sapping and barbaric 
extremes of temperature form a 
picture of a disturbing and callous 
attitude on the part of Fleurvy's 
owner. Mr A. Sia min. MrSlamin isat 

time 'unavailable for 

Fleurvy a. k. Poddly may have 
seemed to be just another guinea-pig 
but to those of us who knew and loved 
him, during the short time he was with 
us he was something more, with a 
warmth of personality that 
transcended the traditional pet
human relationship. His friends at 
University are shocked and stun ned 
by news of his death .and are not 
prepared to let the matter rest. Mr L. 
Matheson, treasurer of the University 
Karate Club spoke of "questions 
surrounding the death which must 
and will be answered.'' Mr A. 

Last Edition's 
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Column 
Some 200 other graduates (i.e, 

nearly 14% or the total) went on to 
study for a further - and vocational 
- qualification. In some cases such 
courses are necessary for entry to a 
particular career - e.g. iaw, 
librarianship; - in others courses can 
be a "top-up" measure to improve a 
person's chances and choice in the 
job market (e.g. secretarial , 
marketing , and management 
courses). 

A further JOO graduages (less than 
8 % of the total) have started a teacher 
training course this autumn - a far 
cry from the situation 10 years ago 
when near ly 28% of Edinburgh's 
graduates went on to teaching? 

Another 200 or so graduates 
continued at University to study for~ 
higher degree (or in some cases for a 
second "first" degree such as law). 

And what of the others? We know 
that, by the end of December, over 
100 of last year's graduates were still 
looking for jobs ... (a figure of l0% as 
compared to 7.5% 1ast year). A further 
60-70 graduates had taken temporary 
jobs while they looked for more 
permanent work. In some cases these 
graduates had not started thinking 
about what they wanted to do until 
after they'd finished at University, or 
had gone off for an extended summer 
holiday after finals before embarking 
on the search for jobs. In other cases 
they were intent on pursuing a job 
(e.g. in the media) for which there are 
vacancies only rarely, applicants in 
enormous number, and consequently 
little chance of success. 

Times are tough even for graduates 
- and the moral of the story? 

MacIntyre President of the University 
Amateur Boxing Club said he found 
the circumstances surrou nding the 
tragedy "disquieting" and he would 
not rest "until the full facts have 
emerged". Blonde. petite Miss Polly 
Stainsby, who first introduced 
Flcurvy to Mr Slamin is at present too 
shocked to comment and is currently 
recovering at the home of her friend 
and medica l confidant Mr R. Pipe. 

Investigations into the case have 
been temporarily thwarted due to the 
disappearance of' the body late on 
Thursday night, an incident which in 
itself cries out for further 
investigation. There are fears that a 
cover up is taking place, that the guilty 
parties will escape through some 
loophole in the law. Partly due to this, 
and partly to the strength of feeling on 
the iss~e. reports arc filtering through 
that an extremist splinter group 

aligned to the World Wildlife Fund 
has.put out a contract on Mr Slamin, 
a rea liable source has mentioned a 
four figure sum. 

However vigilante violence must 
not be allowed usurp the forces of law 
and order. Further deaths will not 
bring back Fleuvry. The law must be 
allowed to run its course. Yet those 
who have something to hide beware. 
The sands oftime are running through 
fast, soon the truth will be out and 
justice will be done. 

Surely some mistake here - Ed. 

Congra1ulations to the three 
winners of our Classical Music 
crossword - Simon Field, Marian 
Roberts and Richard Brooks. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Following las1 week's phone-in 

crossword competition, I would just 
like to S{lY how much I enjoyed 
listening to the barrels of abuse, 
venomous vitriol and totally 
malicious suggestions of Student 
malpractice which poured from the 
mouths of most of the unsuccessful 
entrants. Suffice to say, there will be 
no other competitions of this nature in 
the future. 

Neil Drysdale 

Prepare yourself even more 
thoroughly and start earlier to 
research the full range of jobs 
which might be available to you 
after graduation. Don't bury your 
head in the sand in the hope that 
the whole nasty business will sort 
itself out. Make use of the facilities 
of the careers service -
information in the library, talks, 
courses, etc. to increase your 
knowledge. 

2 Be flexible regarding which jobs 
you're prepared to consider, and 
remember that many employers 
will train you for careers you may 
not have thought you would be 
considered for (e.g. a history 
graduate training to be a computer 
programmer). 

3 Try not to limit your chances by 
applying only for a type of job for 
which there are few vacancies and 
many applicants (e.g. Personnel 
Work). 

4Weigh- up carefully the pros and 
cons of any postgraduate 
vocational iourse you might 
apply for - will it definitely 
increase your chances of finding a 
job or simply keep you out of the 
job market for a further year? How 
have other graduates fared who 
took this course? 
Last but not least , the information 

we have collected about what 
Edinburgh's graduateS" of 1980 have 
gone on to do comes laregely from 
quest ionnaires we ask students to fill 
in when they register for graduation. 
So - when your time comes . .. please 
do fill in the form! Firstly, it helps us 
to help you, if yoU are in need of 
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advice/ information, and secondly -
as you nor surely see - it helps us to 
keep future generations of students 
informed about eh job scene! 

Penultimate year students (and 
second year modern language 
students )are reminded that they should 
now pick up their Introductory Packs 
from the Careers Advisory Service 
offices. 

Wee Frees 

For sale: NAO 3020 amplifier, new 
and boxed; price nego tiable. 556 8154, 
Alexis, evenings. 

Home Typing Service: For letters, 
papers, theses, etc.' Time limit 
guaranteed. Contacl Marlene 
Johnstone, 552 8431. 

Two-volume Webster's Dictionary for 
sale. Very cheap . Apply Jim 
Campbell, I Buccleuch Place, or 225 
5104. 

Vacancy for female in large double 
room in mixed central nat ; excellent 
amenities; £38/month; immed iate 
entry poss. Tel. Pam 556 1238. 

Pussy Wilow seeks attractive young 
male deer-stalker to share penthouse 
with her. Open to suggestions. Apply 
within. 

THE STUDENT CROSSWORD 

CLUES ACROSS 

University options made a.meal 
of! (7) 

5 Hero's favourite club (7) 
9 Former SP if reversed on a 

raincoat (5, JO) 
lO I'm surrounded by master of 

prayers in Islam (4) 
11 Won't- change southern areas of 

dense population (5) 
12 Lynn's an outright little raver! (4) 
15 Educates - and where it's done 

(7) 
16 Internal urge O'Connor leaves-in 

the lurch (7) 
I 7 Models are such easy shots! (7) 
19 It was monstrous, literally, when 

its day beckoned! (7) 
21 Renective nymph (4) 
22 Revolutionary transpon girding 

article? (5) 
23 Kate Bush's heari ? (4) 
26 Surrendered rubber, worthwhile 

tenet proving of no avail (5, 2, 3, 
5) 

27 Scholarly establishment of fish 
and forest (7) 

28 Atomiser created when Leo 
becomes involved in public 
relations? (7) 

DOWN 
l Terminal cases (7) 
2 Lady Godiva rode with 

European. Oh 1 (4. I, 5, 5) 
3 Counterfeit mash ( 4) 
4 Do they chase after catfish? (3-4) 
5 Compared in the manner of Kelly 

(7) 
6 Composer of .. Rule Britannia" 

was Elgar. Never!? (4) 
7 Haggled in a just fashion and 

landed desirably on the links (5 , 
3, 7) 

8 Listens again to practise, almost 
(7) 

13 = Baker's (5) 
14 Take off for squthern outing (5) 
17 Charity cover (7) 
I 8 Dell's Irish nower? (7) 
19 What form of the case, 15? (7) 
20 One who suspends fifty in peril 

(7) 
24 Pointlessly sweet and mawkish 

(4) 
25 Agitation in prison ( 4) 

NEIL DRYSDALE 

" 

• 
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26th February 
to 

4th March 

Unh'ersity: The Edinburgh Quartet , 
26th Feb, 7.30 pm, Reid Concert Hall. 
Organ Recital, Douglas Hollick, 27th 
Feb, .1.10 pm. Suoraan , 5th March. 
7.30 pm. Reid Concert Hall. Organ 
Recital , Colin Andrews, 6th March, 
1. 10 pm., Mc Ewan Hall. 
Queens Hall St. Matthew Passion. 
28th Feb. Part I 5 pm ; Part II 8 pm. 
St. Cecilia's Hall The Georgian 
Concert Society: J. S. Bach 5th march 
8 pm. 
Usher Hall SNO Debussy, Ravel, 
Granados, Bruckner. 20th Feb, 7.30 
pm. Wayner 6th March 7.30 pm . 
Cenebrity Series. Copland, Mozart , 
Kodal y. 5th march, 7.45 P111-

Ncthcrbow Art Centre: Ken Kiff 
pa intings and watercolours. Untii 
28t h Feb. Fro m 2nd March: 
Mountain scenes painted by Mike 
McNiven. Mon-Sa t 10 am-4 pm; Wed 
10 am-2 pm. 
City . Art Centre: Percy Wyndham 
Lewis. Until 7th March . Mo n-Sat 10 
am-5 pm. 
Printmaker·s Workshop: Prin ts by 
William Johnstone and Edwin Muir . 
Until 4th March. Mon-Sat 10 am-5.30 
pm. 
Henderson Gallery:Miniatures and 
Andrew Norma n ceramics. Un til 5th 
March. Mon-Sat 10.30 am-5.30 pm . 
Talbot Rice Art Ce ntre: John 
Kirkwood, paintings, re liefs and 
constructions. Until 14th March. 
Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm. 
Torrance Gallery: David E. Paton: 
Forth Country waterco lours. From 
2nd March. Mon-Fri 11 am-6 pm; Sat 
10.30 am- 1 pm. 
St ill s:- Bevan Davies photographs. 
Until 28th Feb. Tues-Sat 12.30-6 pm. 
Fruit Market Gallery: Edward 
Hopper:" etchings, drypoin ts and 
paintings. Starts 28th Feb, Mon-Sat 
10 am-5.30 pm. 

ABC: ( 1) Caligu la (X) 1.50, 7.05. (2) 
The Jazz Singer (A) 1,30; 4.20, 7.25. 
(3) Flash Gordon, 1.25, 4.30, 7.35. 
Caley: Last Feelings (A) 2.10, 5,30, 
8.50. Last Snows of Spring (A) 3.45, 
7.05. 
Ca lton Studios: Yanks (AA) 5 pm and 
8 pm. Late night Fri and Sat 11 pm, 
Whatever Happened to Baby Jane 
(X). 
Classic: Sexpen (X) 1.50. 5.00, 8.20. 
Love and Kisses (X) 3.35, 6.50. Fri 
and Sat 11 pm Rocky Horror Picture 
Show (AA). 
Cameo: Special Edition of Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind (A) 
2.50, 5.20, 8.00. 
Dominion: ( I) Airplane (A) 2.00, 5.00, 
7.45. (2) Breaker Morant (A) 3.20, 
5.52, 8.25. How to Score (A) 2.35, 
5.08, 7.40. 
(3) Being There (AA) 3.00, ~.20, 8.00. 
Filmhouse: Frascrhead. Until 27th 
Feb, 6.15 and 8.30. The Getaway, 
27th and 28th Feb, 11 pm. 
French Instilute: L'Adolescente. Jrd 
March, 6.15 and 8. 15. thcrese 
Desqueyroux, 2nd March, 5 pm. 
Odeon: Tribute (AA) 2.30, 5. 10. 8.10. 
From Friday 9 to 5 (AA). 
l'l ayhouse: Rock Film Festival, I pm, 
8.14 pm. Continuous programmes: 
The Song Remains 1he Same (shows 
twice); Pink Floyd Live at Pompeii 
8:nd \Voodstock (show once). From 
Sunday, for three days : The 
Deerhunter. 
Playhouse: Otello (A), 26th Feb, 2 pm, 
7. 15 pm. Up ln Smoke (X) a nd 
Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band, Thurs, Fri, Sat 11 pm. 
Ritz: Last Feelings (A) 1.25, 5.00, 
8.40. Last Snows of Spring (A) 3.05, 
6.40. 
Red Star Cinema: Blood of the 
Condor, 27th Feb, 8 pm; 28th Feb, 2 
pm and 8 pm. 

Thursda y: Films, Tevio t Row 
Debating Hall. 7.30 pm. Love Story 
and Oliver's Story. 
Friday: Student Centre Ho use. Live 
Band and Disco with Happy Hour 
8.30 · pm. Entry free before 8 pm. 
Teviot Row House: Friday D isco in 
Debating Hall . Friday Lunch time: 
Jazz and Blues Band. Entry Free. 
Saturdaf: Chambers Street Disco. 
Sunday: · Folk Night in Teviot. Bring 
you r own ins trument. Ent ry free. 
Films in Debating Hall. Love Story 
and Oliver's Story. 2.45 pm. 
Tuesday: Chambers Street Folk Night 
a nd Spirits Happy Hour. 
Wednesday: Potterrow Disco and 
Record Club. Late bar. Entry free · 
until 10 pm . 

The Converging Ari s a nd Indust ries of 
Film and Television by Anthony 
Smith. British Film Inst itute, George 
Square Theatre, 10th March , 5.15 pm. 
S uicide - whose responsibi lity? 27th 
Feb, Small Lecture Theatre. Royal 
Edinburgh Hospital, I pm. 
Nursing - " hose choice? Aspects of 
Nursing Selection. Dr John Birch. 
2nd March, 5. 15 pm, Queen Margaret 
College, 36 Clerwood Te rrace, 
Edinburgh 12. 
The Music of Islam: Prof. Horrnaz 
Farhat. DHT, 27th Feb, 7.30 pm 
(Royal Anthropologica l Institute). 
Birds of Prey a round the world: Mark 
Beamann . 3rd March, 7.30 pm. Zoo. 
Scott ish mountai ns and their Wild 
Flowers: Geographical Society. Caley 
Picture House, 41h March, 2.30 pm. 

Royal Lyceu m: Macbeth by William 
Shakespeare. Until 28th Feb. Mon
Fri, 7.30 pm; Sat 4 pm, 8 pm. Thur 
261h, ma1inee 2.30 pm. From 5th 
March: Batley by Simon Gray. Same 
performance times. 
Traverse: The Scottish Youth Theatre 
presents a Young Playwrights· 
Festival. Un1il 7th March, 7 .JO pm. 
No performance Monday. 
King's: Wayne Sleep prese nts dance 
group Dash. Until 28th Feb. 7.30 pm; 
Sat matinee 4.30 pm. From 2nd 
March: Summer Song presented by 
Southern Light Opera Company. 
Le ith Theatre: EU Savoy Opera 
Group present The Gondoliers. Until 
28th Feb, 7.30 pm. 
George Square Theatre: EU Theatre 
Company present their annual 
production, Twelfth Night or Whal 
You Will by William Shakespeare. 
2nd-71h March, 1.30 pm Ma1inee 
Wed 4th March, 2.30 pm. First night 
proceeds to FriendS of the Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children. 

Ne therbow: Teenage C rema1ion and 
Twisted Nerve. 26th Feb. 
Nite Club: Au Pairs, 27th Feb. The 
Scars a nd The Prats, 28th Feb. 
Playhouse: Siouxsie and the Banshees 
and Comsat Angels, 27th Feb . Alex 
Harvey, 4th March. 
Valentino's: The dBs and Ra ybea ts, 
1st March (Free rickets 10 be won on p. 
14). 
Fountain Inn, Barnton: The Prats and 
Zed and the Arabs. 
Heriot-Watt Union, Grindlay St reet: 
The Freeze, 28th Feb. 

Women 's Modern Dance and 
Movement Group Wed, 5.15 pm. 
Chaplaincy Centre 50p. 
Bunac office · open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday 1-2 pm. Societies 
Cer\t re. 
EU S ki Club Cop pice Hotel 
Weekend, on again. 27th Feb. 
Priority to those on cancelled tri p. 
Anglican Chaplaincy Lunches 23a 
George Square. Tues and Thurs. 
12.30 pm. 40p. 
EU Historical and Military Games 
Sac Mondays 7 pm, Braid R.oom, 
New Societies Centre. 
Sailing Club Disco 6th March 8 pm-I 
am. Tickets £ I from Tuesday lunches 
at Spartans. 
Methodist Society The Communists 
Out_look, 1st March, 8 pm. Society 
Room, Nicolson Square Methodist 
Church. 
Bahai Society Lunches, Wednesdays 
1.10 pm-2 pm WRB Room 10. 
Followed by talk in Room 13. 
NUS Edinburgh NUS Grants 
Demonstration 4th March. In 
support of fair and equal rights for all 
students. 
EU Folk Song Society Johnny 
Handle at the Crown, 27th Feb. 
Workshop at the Crown, 3rd March. 
EU Photographic Society plu.to; 
combat for the pot of the year. 3rd 
march, 7.30 pm. Societies Cent re. 
Labour Club meets every Friday at I 
pm in the DHT Faculty Room North. 
All welcome. 
East-West Ce ntre Practical 
Dialectics. Feb 26th. c l Dinner and 
Talk .£ 2.50 8 pm. Do ln Massage, 3rd 
march 6 3. pm. ' 
Communist Society marxism for 
beginners. Every Wednesday I pm. 
CND meets every Tuesday at 7 pm in 
the Societies Centre. 
EU Christians for Socialism: Christian 
Radicals in the University: Father 
Anthony Ross and Rev. Duncan 
Forrester, 4th March, 7 .30 pm, 
Chaplaincy Centre. 
EU Spartans Club: Live Bands: Dave 
Hawk Trio and The Cry, 28th Feb, 8 
pm-I am; with Happy Hour. 

G reyho und Racing: Powderhall 
Stadium. i6th Feb, 7.30 pm; 28th Feb. 
7.!5 pm ; 5th March , 7.30 pm. 
Football: Hearts v. Partick: Thistle, 
Tynecas1le Park, 28th Feb, 3 pm. 
Rugby: Ro ya l High v. Leith Ac~ds, 
Jock's Lodge; Watsonians v. Haw1ck, 
Myreside. Both 28th Feb, 3 pm. 

Breaker Morant 
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