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SOCIETIES 
COUNCIL 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

Wednesday 
17th November 

7.30 pm 

PLEASANCE 
THEATRE 

one representative 
from each society 

must attend 

!!! WANTED !!! 
EDITOR FOR 
ALTERNATIVE 
PROSPECTUS 

Applications close Friday, 
12th November at 2.00 

p.m. Forms available from 
Admin. Assistant or 

Honorary Secretary at 
EUSA Offices. Interviews 

to take place on 
Wednesday, 17th 

November from 2.30 p.m. 



2 THE STUDENT Thursday, 11th November 1982 

• [11\llll[l(l)[I. • 
Master Debating 
ByHacks 

The General Meeting 
held la st Th urs da y 
attracted a sizeable 
number of students. The 
' politicos ' were also 
present in force and I was 
deluged with leaflets 
before I got into the 
building. There were then 
the usual problems with 
the sound equipment, 
and the meeting was 
ready to start. Richard 

' Dyson was on the edge of 
his seat. 

The first motion called for the 
rejection of student loans as a 
means of finance. Arguments 
soon raced back and forth on this 
issue. Thousands of pounds were 
thrown about like confetti as each 
side attempted to disprove each 
other's figures. It left me feeling 
slightly muddled in the end but the 
proposers, Gerry Sadler and Alan 
Little.. must · have successfully 
convinced the ·audience', for they 
won by 283 votes to 22. 

One would have thought that the 
motion on Clitoridectomy would 
have been passed unopposed, but 
this was not to be. Two Conserva-

1 t1ves although condemning 

• GM Footnotes 

While Andrew "Save the Whale" 
Bell was going on about the effect 
of student loans on the "lower 
classes" he could have spared a 
thought for the " lower classes" in 
the first three rows. 

clitoidectomy, said that making 
the practice illegal would deprive 
some of their freedom of choice. 
You could perhaps understand 
this with Daz and Omo, but I don't 
think that female ci rcumcision is 
really a consumer item. It didn't 
convince the seconder, Anna 
Burnside, either. who said that one 
of the Conservatives might be 
short . ("Wot?"-Ed.) This was 
generally the verdict of the 
students also, for the motion was 
passed by 330 votes to zero, which 
makes it binding on the Students' 
Representative Council. 

There was no similar problem 
with the motion concerning 
Human Rights in the Phill1ppines , 
nobody opposed It and so it was 
passed unanimously. Let us hope 
that some success cOmes out of it. 

Now for the big one . The motion 
attacking the "racist policies of 
Zionism " and calling for the PLO 
to be recognised as the sole 
representative of the Palestinian 
people was bound to be 
controversial and this was very 
evident by Thursday night. An 
amendment has been presented 
by a Labour student, Pablo 
Robertson , substantially watering 
down the rather extreme motion . 
Not surprisingly, the original 
proposers, the Socialist Workers, 
objected to this anCI atter a very 
heated argument the amendment 

These poor unfortunate 
students had to suffer the 
embarrassment of watching little 
Andy's huge pot belly , with all its 
accoutrements, stare out over his 
woefully inadequate belt . The 
advice from this distinguished 
column is that in future Bell should 
"belt ,1p". 

One good thing about 
Thursday·s General Meeting, or as 
Pravda (i.e. Midweek) called it, 
"The Sovereign Body of the 
Students' Association" (sic) , was 
the absence on the podium of the 
vice-presidents . Yes , folks, 
"smarmy" Pete Chapman and Ken 
"Briefcase" Shoji were only to be 
seen slurking around in exile at the 
back. 

However, this prevented hordes 
of questioners quizzing Chapman 
on his so-called work record 
which ,s rapidly going down the 
plug hole. If he doesn't pull his 
sock up his ambition to be next 
year's Senior President may end in 
disaster. 

Poor old Kenny Murray, 
erstwhile Fuhrer of the Conserva
tive Association : nothing seems to 

• Nuclear Horrors 
Last Thursday - as 

previewed in Student -
Duncan Campbell spoke 
in George Square Theatre 
on the plans the govern
ment has (and keep 
secret) for the "unlike ly" 
event of a nuclear war . His 
impeccable credentials 
as a writer for New 
Statesman, the author of 
the recently published 
book Warp/an , not to 
mention his first hand 

exper ience of the 
repressive state obtained 
during the ABC trials 
promised an interesting 
even ing . Student sent 
someone along to listen. 

As usual with this kind of event, 
it was the converted that turned 
up. But Duncan Campbell, rathe r 
than preaching to them set out to 
enlighten them further. 

He pointed out the irony of the 
government's morass of pam
phlets claiming on the one hand 
that nuclear weapons were a 
l egitimate defence as a 

was rejected. Even then the 
discussion didn 't get underway, 
for it was decided to vote with a 
secret ballot owing to the 
controversial nature of the 
subject. 

Although the atrocities of Israel 
were the main thing discussed on 
both sides, it soon became clear 
that the real issue underneath was 
anti-semitism. There was the 
danger that the motion could lead 
to discrimination against Jewish 
students , which happened on 
several campuses in the mid
seventies. One Jewish student 
said that he was called a " f .... Yid" 
by several people while handing 
ou t leaflets . The socialist 
·revolutionaries' countered this by 
saying that they were not anti
semitic at all , they were just 
opposed to Zionism . Conversation 
got very heated at times with 
people standing up and waving 
their arms like windmills for 
attention. Several speakers got too 
enthusiastic and had to be cut off 
by the Union President for 
carrying on too long. In the end the 
motion was defeated . 

The next General Meeting takes 
place on November 25th, same 
time, same place. All fans of 
Student should try to attend , as a 
motion 1s being debated 
con c erning the future of 
Publications Board, and thus the 
survival of 'Student' as well. 

be going right for him, or his plans 
for TV stardom. 

Kenny "The Mint" Murray has 
been rushing around with 
meticulous prepared notes 
look ing for a TV camera . Un
fortunately, the rumours were 
wrong, and the Beeb weren 't at the 
SAC on Tuesday or the General 
Meeting on Thursday, and Kenny 
had to crumple up his wonderful 
pieces of oratory and despatch 
them in the way of all good things : 
the rubbish bin! 

Tuesday night's tediously 
boring SRC meeting was relieved 
by some humour from Honorary 
Treasurer Laurence O'Doddle. 

Prankster "O'Dolittle" was 
offended by an icon of her 
Gracious Majesty the Queen, so 
he covered up the offending image 
with a "Marxism Today" poster. 

However, when schoolmar'm 
Foulkes banged her gavel to start 
the meeting old Mar><slid down the 
wall , to reveal Her Britannic 
Majesty in regal glory, and 
collapsed in a messy heap on the 
floor . Poetic justice? 

Poison Dwarf 

"deterrent", and simultaneously 
on the other that surviving a 
nuclear attack were (grossly) 
over-estimated. 

Campbell created an atmos
phere of black humour, forcing 
his audience to laugh at their 
helplessness when faced "'th the 
uphill-batt le for d isarmament and 
the prospective brutality of a 
nuclear attack. 

He exposed the contradictions 
between o fficial government 
policy and the (very) secret truths 
acknowledged by the Home 
Office. Government Civil Defence 
information propagated in their 
do- it-yourself nuclear handbook 

•HMSO 
Reprieve 

In the bitter teeth of a 
recess ional gale one has 
to "fight like hell " to pull 
through. HMSO in 
Annadale Street the 
purveyor of official 
information, has been 
fighting one of these 
desperate rear-guard 
actions, and finally might 
have survived the worst, 
as Ian MacGregor reports. 

Her Majesty's Stationery Office 
is responsible for the printing of 
everything from Wh ite Papers to 
tax forms. The announcement of 
closure plans was followed by 
rumours that the office had been 
losing vast sums of money mainly 
due to ineffi.:ient and extravagant 
capital expenditure by manage
ment. For a while no one appeared 
to know what was happening, but 
now thanks to co-operation 
between the Trade Union SOGAT . 
(Society of Graphic and Allied 
Trades) and local MPs, the future 
for the HMSO in Annandale Street 
doesn't look so grim after all . Only 
last week , the workforce of 76 was 
threatened with redundancy , as 
the government printers (the only 
one in Scotland} continued to 
make an annual loss of£½ million. 

However, following pressure in 

Protect and Survive·, such as 
diving into a ditch, was shown not 
only to be totally ineffectcal, but 
its fundamental concept of 'stay 
put' could lead to another 12 
million deaths. A fact which the 
Home Office secretly admits, if 
their instructions are followed to 
the letter. 

But of course, we shouldn' t 
worry - ou r leaders will have 
re tired safely to their under
ground 'war-citadel ', which has 
been expanded at the expense of 
the general public. Bleakly 
Campbell admitted that the elitist 
survival policy ex ists "as perhaps 
no wider su rvival policy is 

the House of Commons, Mr 
Barney Heyhoe (Minister for 
HMSO affairs) has withdrawn the 
closure plans, and talks are now 
be in g held between senior 
management of the Scottish 
Office and SOGAT. 

Despite last year's introduction 
of new copy systems at a cost of 
£½ million , there have been no 
signs of any conside r able 
reduction of the deficit. Mr Andrew 
Bell (spokesperson for SOGAT 
Edinburgh) pointed out the 
increasing competition from 
private indust r y which the 
Edinburgh printers, restricted by 
its limited work input, is unable to 
match financially - 'that while the 
outside trade can compete for 
Scottish Office work , we cannot 
make a bid for work outside the 
Scottish Office.' 

It is generally accepted that the 
printers will continue making a 
loss but it is hoped by the Union 
that the introduction of a greater 
basic workload will make the 
business more economically 
viable . As Mr Bell said. his primary 
concern is 'to save the bodies' . 
Manpower Convener, for the 
Lothian District, Mr Percy, also 
emphasised ' the constant 
necessity for the government in 
Scotland to be qu ickly able to 
produce information in appro
priate confidentiality ... the HMSO 
is uniquely able to do this .' 

feas ible". 
The hypocrisy of the sum

med up by Campbell when he 
stated that dissenters , sub
versives, deviants - or really 
anyone objecting to a nuclear 
attack would be shot. The govern
ment, ironically would destroy the 
democracy whicn nuclear 
weapons are held to preserve. 

PS 
If you're still interested in 

nuclear war, Bruce Kent, General 
Secretary of CND is talking 
tonight at 7 pm in George Square 
Theatre. 
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Bottom Line-----------. 
A Proliferation of General Meetings 

It was encouraging, to say the least, that the 
first General Meeting of the year stirred up 
enough interest among the students of this 
University to ensure that two of the motions 
submitted were passed quorate. Surprisingly, 
the motion which most directly affects students, 
the one concerning student loans could not 
command enough support to be passed quorate, 
but possibly this could be atttibuted to the fact 
that it was the first motion to be discussed, for 
people entered the McEwan Hall in a continuous 
trickle throughout the meeting. Both the motion 
opposing the practice of clitoridectomy in 
Britain and the motion concerning the 
Philippines were quorate, and the motion on 
Zionism resulted in avid and emotive debate .. . 
all one can hope is that this trend continues and 
we see another quorate meeting on November 
25th. 300 from 10,000 isn 't much to ask. 

General Meetings About Glasgow ... 
On Tuesday lunchtime, a General Meeting of 

the Glasgow University Students' Association 
debated a motion that demanded that a 
referendum on reaffiliation to the National Union 
of Students should take place on November 
20th. The executive of Glasgow's Students' 
Association, predominantly left and sympathetic 

Top Line 
FAIR Speak Back 
Dear Editor, 

My attention has been drawn to 
the article "Mooning About With 
Religion" published in The 
Student of 21 st October 1982. Can 
I correct one or two factual 
inaccuracies contained in it , and 
also perhaps help your readers to 
understand something of the 
dangers posed by the Unification 
Church? 

FAIR was set up by Paul Rose in 
1976, not 1975, and the libel action 
on the part of the Unification 
Church happened after FAIR had 
been set up. FAIR has never 
"airl'.led to reconvert Moonies back 
to their original 'normal' state of 
mind", as your reporter Fred Price 
puts it. We merely seek to help 
devotees of extremist religious 
cults to think through the 
decisions they have taken. 
Nobody involved in FAIR has 
crimina l convictions for 
kidnapping - nor do we put 
parents in touch with such people. 
I am afraid that this is just one 
more example of reporters being 
taken in by Moonie propaganda. 
There are charlatans involved in 
helping to get people out of the 
cults; many of them live on the 
other side of the Atlantic, for which 
those of us involved in cult work 
here in Britain are profoundly 
thankful ! 

Perhaps I can try to put your 
article in context. It is certainly 
true that the Moonie scene over 
here in the UK is far different from 
that in America. Induction into the 
Unification Church over there has 
involved sleep and protein 
deprivati on, constant "love 
bombing " of the prospective 
convert, and sustained techniques 
of teach ing which many would 
describe as "brainwashing". All 
this is well documented in the 
frig~tening book Snapping, by Flo 
Conway and Jim Siegelman (Dell 
Publish ing, New York , 1978). 
Many British kids joined the 
Moonies over there via that 
process . While the Unification 
Church over here is not in the 
same league, there are still big 
questions to be asked about how 
much freedom of choice the 
convert has in making his or her 
decision to join the Moonies. I 

The view from you 

would question wnemer your 
reporter has taken full cognisance 
of either the teaching or the 
politics of Mr Moon. If he had, the 
totalitarian nature of both might 
lead him to question his rather 
naive view of the movement. No 
movement can be above criticism 
just because it provides a harmless 
plausibility structure for life. If 
there are also concerns about the 
way in which people enter that 
plausibility structure and make it 
their own {or perhaps have it made 
theirs for them), then it is crucial 
that the kind of criticisms of the 
Unification Church which FAIR 
has been making for the past six 
years are heard, and taken 
account of. The kind of laissez
faire "religious tolerance" that 
Fred Price is advocating really will 
not do where cults are concerned. 
The next person who undergoes a 
frightening personality change 
could be your best friend. Or it 
could be you. 

Yours, 
Pete Broadbent 

FAIR Chairperson. 

Insurance Rep Scare 
Dear Student, 

Recently there has been a 
disturbing outbreak of hard-sell 
insurance campaigns in University 
accommodation, particularly in 
Pollock . This practice is 
condemned strongly by the 
Pollock Halls Committee for 
several reasons. 

Firstly , the company are 
financially dubious and in
sufficient data is provided on their 
policy, such as the address of their 
underwriters. Secondly, they are 
operating just inside the law. It is 
illegal in Scotland to accept initial 
cash in hand payments for life 
insurance, so this teethy grin 
bunch simply ask for a £6 deposit . 
However, most importantly , this 
type of canvassing must be 
regarded as totally unfair as 
residents in halls are for these 
unscrupulous crowd of money
grabbers a captive audience. Their 
tactics also leave a lot to be 
desired. They employ attractive 
young ladies trained in worrying 
people that their family will be 
destitute if they die tomorrow. 
which according to their reps, is 

to NUS were worried that this motion would go 
through, leaving only three weeks to fight the 
campaign for reaffiliation. Subsequently, a left 
caucus, excluding SWSO was called, tabling an 
amendment to the motion. The amendment 
stated that Glasgow executive would consult 
NUS about their position and report back to the 
students at the next GM. The amendment was 
defeated by 30 votes, which did not augur well 
for the motion as a whole, but it too was defeated, 
this time by 23 votes. 

The machinations as Glasgow are relevant, 
because in that they indicate the renewal of 
interest in NUS among the poplace of 
Universi ties as a whole . Edinburgh boasts a very 
active NUS Soceity, and since the last 
referendum on NUS here was in 1978-9 it is likely 
that there will be another, if not this academic 
year, then next. Ironically, Strathclyde, who are 
affiliated to NUS at present, were to discuss a 
motion submitted to their General Meeting 
yesterday concerning a referendum on 
disaffiliation and the result is not known before 
we go to press. This motion, predictably , was 
submitted by two Tories, and thus the Federation 
of Conservative Students have drafted in their 
publicity machine to boost the case against . .. 
and all this less than a fortnight before the NUS 
Scottish Council Convention at Perth . Oh the 
joys of Student politics! 

extremely likely to happen in the 
stressful atmosphere of the 
University. 

There is a ban all types of 
canvassing at present in halls and 
houses, which is usually only 
relaxed during Association 
elections. However, there is a limit 
to what JCRs and wardens can do 
to prevent this . We would 
therefore appeal to anyone 
confronted by this motley band to 
tell them firmly exactly where to 
put the ir "Special Student 
Policies" - and that's official. 

Jim Parke 
Student Halls Rep. 
Aecom. Committee 

Up lndlvlduallsml 
Dear Editor, 

Thanks a lot for letting 
"Fauntleroy" have his say in your 
"Perspective" column last week. 
Here is someone who understands 
what university is all about, who is 
not bound by rigid formulae of 
other people's making, and has the 
courage to be an individual, to be 
proud of being an individual, and 
what's more, to say publicly that 
he is proud of being an individual. 

How common the ctull , 
depressing, silence-ridden and, 
let's face it , futile and worthless 
tutorial must be, yet how few 
people are prepared to do 
anything about it? Often , it is true , 
the problem is one of shyness 
rather than disinterest , but what an 
indictment of our society that the 
vast bulk of the academic cream of 
society (i.e. all us students) at what 
should be the most exciting and 
stimulating period of their lives, is 
still plagued by thi s confidence 
barrier! 

Though why must he assume 
that only people who come from 
public schools and who talk as if 
their mouths are full of grapes 
have this magical ability to rise 
above their inhibitions, and 
venture forth brimming with 
hobbies, interests and a 
"broadened outlook", to stun the 
waiting world with their brilliance? 

Can't he at least pretend that the 
rest of us have a chance? 

Yours individually, 
Andrew Diamond 

Wilting Digits - Huh! 

Dear Editor, 
How Duncan McLean can see 

the difference between todays and 
yesterday's 'Stiff Little Fingers' 
and totally misunderstand why is 
unbelievable. Of course, they have 
changed their style and, on record, 
mellowed slightly, the band are 
aware of this. However it does not 
detract from the message it's still 
the same on many songs (of 
Wasted Life and Is That What We 
Fought the War for?) Nor does it 
take the aggression ana pace 
away from their concerts. Without 
the change the band feel they 
would have broken up a year ago. 

His article bears no relation to 
the response of the pogo-ing 
mass in the stalis and the quieter 
fans in the balcony who were on 
the whole fully aware fans who had 
come to hear the new stuff as well 
as the old, especially Alternative 
Ulster though they did not get it, 
they enjoyed what they did hear. 
From the newish Silverlining and 
Listen to Your Heart to the old like 
Gotta Gettaway and Tin Soldiers. 
Besides, songs like Falling Out 
are no slower than At The Edge 
and Suspect Oevice. 

1 nese kids also caused £8,000-· 
£10,000 worth of damage to the 
seats. The Playhouse paid this 
time but the promoters had to pay 
last January, so why not spread 
the cost amongst the tickets and 
merchandise, no one forces you to 
buy the T-shirts etc. Again thouqh 
D. McLean shows he is well out nf 
toucn since he would be hard 
pushed to get his T-shirt any 
cheaper elsewhere and indeed 
many lesser known bands have 
their name on more expensive T
shirts. 

All this leads me to say please do 
not send him to the "Siouxsie and 
the Bnshees" concert on 
November 16th as they have long 
since gone the same road in terms 
of musical development and rock 
star image but, as in the case of 
SLF. they also pack a powerful , 
stamina draining concert. 
Something we might not hear 
about if D. McLean has to write 
about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
John Scott 

University Aggro 

Dear Ms. Binnie, 
I note that in the publication 

Midweek , advice appears as to 
what to do in thaevent of, and how 
to avoid being beaten up by 
yobboes, I note also that a witty 
description of an occurrence of 
this nature appears in The 
Student. 

It ,s reassuring that we students 
can use wit to describe the 
situations during which we do get 
beaten up, but is it so funny? Is it 
funny we when we get beaten 
about in our own union ostensibly 
because we are students? It 
happened to me, and I am led to 
believe that " these things happen 
quite often on a Friday night". 
What is the possible use of 
providing contacts within EUSA 
for the victims of senseless attacks 
(thus implying that something can 
be done about them), when it 
cannot even prevent them taking 
place in one of its own union 
buildings . 

On the night when I was a victim , 
it was made perfectly clear on the 
door that only Edinburgh 
University would get into the 
union, and yet I was beaten about 
because I was a student! I 
therefore infer that the yobbo who 
dealt with me was not a student , 
and got in despite the security. I do 
not intend to go back to a Teviot 
disco, but it would be nice to think 
that those who do would not run 
the risk of being beaten up by 
those who are more accustomed 
to lurking in the shadows of the 
Meadows awaiting innocent 
students! 

Yours sincerely, 
Andrew W. Duncan 
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•NUS Week 

of Action 
The plans are out for NUS 
Grants Week of Action, 
and thankfully they don't 
appear to be tedious at all. 
Student licks its lips and 
looks forward hopefully 
to an end of apathy. 

The SRC ad hoe Anti -Cuts 
Committee met last Wednesday to 
discuss ways of making the week 
of action (Monday November 
15th-Friday 19th) a little more 
palatable than other recent efforts . 
Edinburgh University has now 
been allocated the Tuesday for 
specific action : NUS Scotland had 
planned a 24 hour vigil outside 
George younger's residence in 
Charlotte Square, but the Com
mittee dismissed this idea as 
pointless (don't let 'em put you off, 
picket-lovers) . Senior President 
lmogen Foulkes is looking into the 
possibility of arranging some sort 
of demonstration in Princes 
Street , and there are of course 
buses going through to Glasgow 

for the National Demonstration on 
the Friday. 

The week will kick off with an 
open meeting in Room 26, Pollock 
Halls (above the Refectory) . It is 
also hoped that an Information 
Desk can be installed in Goerge 
Square Library, and that the 
sabbaticals will hold mini
hustings throughout the 
University . If this comes off, it 
might repeat the success 
engendered by the 'community 
spirit' gained from similar action in 
March. 

lmogen Foulkes again stressed · 
that the main impetus for the week 
was to raise public consciousness 
of education's plight. She also 
pointed out the fact that students, 
without the 'withdrawal of labour' 
weapon behind them, were 
necessarily limited as to methods 
of protest . "We may still get 
nothing", she said, "but at least 
we'll have tried. If we don 't even 
ask for anything, we definitely 
won't get anything ." 

1------------------ - -----------< 

•No Nukes
We're Scottish 

Scottish Student CND are 
holding their launching 
conference this Satur
day, 13th November, at 
the Glasgow College of 
Technology, 70 Cow
caddens Road . Their aim 
is to create a nationwide 
organisation to unite and 
co-ordinate the activities 
of the many university 
and college CND groups 
in Scotland. 

The conference consists of a 
series of workshops on military 
research and recruitment (the 
annual milk round) , jobs 
conversion (unemployment and 
the arms dra1n) , and the Third 
World and the arms trade. A series 
of videos will be shown, food will 
be provided, and the day will be 
rounded off with a disco-party. 

So, brothers and sisters, if you 
want to check it out, either ring 
SSCND at 11 Forth Street , 
Edinburgh (031 557 4284) or buy 
your ticket at £1 each on the day by 
catching a bus from Appleton 
Tower at 8.45 am. 

• Coping With 
Careers 

Removing obstacles to trade is 
one facet of commerce. Producers 
and buyers are rarely coincident in 
time and space. Mechanisms must 
develop to bring the parties into 
contact, in order that a "deal can 
be struck" to mutual satisfaction. 
Formalised 'markets' provide such 
a meeting ground at wh ich trade 
may be conducted at well 
advertised times within a 
framework of rules and tradition of 
trust. 

If the subject of the trade can be 
accurately specified , it is not 
necessary for the traders to 
display or handle it (bonds, gold , 
grades of crude oil). If quality is 
difficult to measure and record 
then it may be necessary for the 
parties to see and judge a sample 
from a particular consignment 
(tobacco, wine, ex-contract hire 
cars). In either case the actual 
transfer of ownership can follow 
as a paperwork exercise 
(increasingly computerised). The 
contract may well requ i re 
transportation of the commodity 
or goods between two points 
remote from the place where the 
deal was transacted , and some 
traders rarely see the subject of 

bigger decis ions . The work 
alternates phases of hective 
activity with contrasting spells 
when nothing much happens. 

Information networks are the 
central nervous system of 
'markets' and successful traders 
develop a very sensitive ear. This is 
a question of immersion and 
necessity. Sources of,information 
will be formal and informal. 
Essential data on prices, avail
abilities, volume of trading , wlll be 
available to all; other background 
'news' will provide snippets of 
knowledge calling for expert 
interpretation (eg the effects of 
heavy frosts on Brazilian coffee 
crops). Yet further information 
and 'sentiment' is constantly 
absorbed through the linkages of 
personal contacts which each 
trade cultivates. 

Nonetheless it is worth g ving 
thought to the extent to which 
communications technology and 
up-to-the-minute methods of 
storing , retrieving and analysing! 
storing , retrieving and analysing 
data have led to the development 
of a whole range of support 
services within many traditional 
markets. 

•AH •Teddy Boy Talks 
Science I was standing oulside with answering our questions. 

the George Square Lee- Although he could not have 

F ·d prepared all of the answers , he 

t KB? ture Theatre last ri ay nevertheless responded in an 0 deciding whether to go to unruffled and authoritative 
• my Pol it ics tutorial, or go manner.Aquestiontha,tmu_sthave 

Plans are afoot to move all and listen to the Right been on many peo_ple s m,nds -
first year Science courses "What do you think about the 

G S Honourable Mr Edward Government's recent proposals to 
from th e eorge quare Heath , MP for Sidcup. As implement a system of student 
complextoKing's.Putting I was deliberating this loans?" His answer was clear
aside the hope that Apple- . . cut-he disagreed w,th the 

point , a tweed-suited Government - but added , 
ton Tower might then be figure,snowyofhair,rosy however, thathehadtomanageon 
knocked down, this could of face, and double of a loan when he went to Oxford. 
only widen the schism chin passed me by. It (Where else?) 
between KB and George suddenly dawned on me Mr Heath is a man who 
S A h commands much respect ; whether 

qua re · n Y O w· a that this was in fact him; you happen to agree or disagree 
meeting of the Board of it was Ted Heath . with his ideologies. 1 would also 
Studies took place on Amidst the wh ite-hot lights, the say that it would be an extremely 

Wednesday, 3rd Novem- ~:g7n~:~sm(~hne :v~it ~~;h~~i~~ ~:~~::~ a~: f~~!~:t::i~o~fw~i~ 
ber, and here is a report of views: something was to be gained 
what happened. filmed) Mr Heath assumed a from listening , and I was glad that I 

A combination of growing 
pressure of room in the University 
and the decisions of certain 
departments in the Science 
Faculty (such as Chemistry and 
Physical Science) to move all 
classes to KB, has forced other 
departments to consider moving 
all their classes. 

The Board of Studies met to 
discuss the feasibility and 
academic desirability of such a 
move . Professor Mitchizan 
opened the proceedings by 
discussing the accommodation 
problem and the present uses of 
Appleton Tower. It seems there is 
great pressure from both the 
Psychology Department to move 
their animal houses from the 
Pleasance to Appleton Tower, and 
the Dentistry Department , who are 
still waiting for their new building 
to commence. 

So far only Chemistry and 
Physical Scien ce first year 
practicals have moved, though 
both departments would like 
lectures and tutorials to follow . 

However, it must be noted that a 
complete move of Science Faculty 
to KB would result in splitting 
courses normally taken together, 
such as Engineering and Archi
tectural Build ing, and Geography 
and Geology, and will almost 
certainly affect the number of Arts 
students taking Science courses 
and vice versa . 

Apart from academic isolation, 
this would also lead to social 

their negotiations. 
Nonetheless they still need 

intimate knowledge of the charac
teristics of the commodities, 
products or invisibles in wh ich 
they deal. They must know the 
best means of transportation , 
handling and storage, special 
requirements such as refrigeration 
or safety regulations. They must 
know the units into which bulk 
loads may be conveniently divided 
and how and where this may be 
achieved. They must have full 
corn mand of transport and srotage 
costs and know the constraints on 
certain facil ities (ice-bound ports , 
sizes of waterways) . 

Those wh o w ould trade , 
whether in used cars or gold bars, 
must usually learn how to go about 
it by observing experienced 
opponent~ and then cutting their 
teeth on small deals where the 
consequences of miscalculation 
are not catastrophic. The personal 
qualities required include self
confidence, a certain bucaneering 
spirit but matched with 
thoroughness and great attention 
to detail, speed with figures, and 
preparedness to take complete 
responsibility for progr%sively 

relaxed left hand in pocket pose, had listened . 
and proceeded to wax eloquent . 

Giles Sutherland Mr Heath's speech was decep-
tively well worded, and clever A footnote for our younger 
besides . Not once, I think , did he 
stray from a neutral line to his 
rather more right stance. His 
speech was on a general enough 
subject: the decline of the world 
economy. One could not help but 
to be somehow taken in by all he 
said , never finding fault with his 
wise saws. The reason for this was 
enchantingly simple: Mr Health 
talked about facts and figures -
and he was beyond any refute, 
because they were all true. His 
message was simple: it is your 
generation that will have to pace 
up to the realities of the decline, 
not this generation. 

After receiving a fine reception 
for 'his talk , Mr Heath was faced 

readers: 
Edward "Teddy Boy" Heath got 

into trouble in 1903 for trying to 
"put the boot" into the miners. This 
led to him abandoning his 
promising career ~s a "political 
sailor" (I go in every which way the 
wind blows) and forming a dance 
band. 

Since then he has been out of 
tune as far as the Conservative 
Party is concerned ; his true 
blueness is obviously not deep 
enough for Mrs Thatcher , 
somewhere under the ocean 
waves she has been heard to 
mutter. 

Mrs Thatcher (father of two) is 
currently leading the country . 

~----------------------------! 
isolation as virtually all societies 
meet in George Square, apart from 
the fact that it is a nicer place to be . 
Indeed, Appleton Tower was built 
to operate as a link between KB 
and George Square providing an 
integrating effect. 

Examination of the feasibility of 
such a move is reassuring for 
those of use who are glad to have 
at least one year in George 
Square. There is only one very 
large lecture theatre in KB . This is 
in the Zoology Department and 
can hold over 250 people but it is 
impossible to lecture in when full. 
Anyway, first year Chemistry 

classes are over 300. Tutorials and 
smaller lectures may be forced out 
of their department as accommo
dation is short . Both library and 
social(?) facilities are not 
adequate for those already there, 
without having to cater for the first 
year as well. 

It seems if such a move 1s to 
occur, it would involve building 
new lab space for Biology t and 
Geo logy 1, also improving 
refectory and coffee fac ilit ies, and 
probably the building of a new 
library - a ra ther large project 
when the University is trying to cut 
down on expenses. 
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Fountleroy 
Feminism 

on 
Lord Fauntleroy 
gives us this week's 
individual account 
of sexism, femin
ism , 
sheep. 

r ape and 

Masculinity - The Pros and Cons 
While feminists rage, the wise sit 

back and smi le. They know that 
they are strong enough not to 
need the support of fury. The 
politics of feminism are a decaying 
fashion and the cause becomes 
more distorted every day. Let me 
tell you a secret; everybody is in 
fact a minority group with their 
own individual battles to fight. The 
most successful poli cy for life is a 
wondrous technique that most of 
us practise every day. This 
technique is called individuality 
(described last week as the public 

.school ethic). 

Rape 
Let us presume that 50 women a 

year are raped in the Meadows. 
This is deplorable. It is also 
unnecessary. To walk alone in a 
dark and dangerous urban space 
is pretty stupid for a start, whether 
or not the victim is male or female. 
The solution is not enforced 
castration of al l males who live in 
the old town. Believe it or not , most 
males are not rapists. Neither are 
most women whores. I am 
prepared to state these controver
sial views in public. The solution is 
to find the single maniac who did 
the act in the first place. In legal 
terms, the approach is the same as 
finding a murderer or a mugger 
(one the rapist of life, the other the 
rapist of cash). The situation is 
more delicate because the crime 
concerns a subject which is a big 
bourgeois secret - SEX. The 
victim should turn to loved ones 
and close friends for support. 

Heterosexuals 
Do not feel guilty because you 

are heterosexual. Many people are 
this way inclined. Don't however 
adopt the aggressive feminist 
stance and ram it down other 
people's throats at all social 
situations. The Freudian pun may 
or may not here be intended. The 
trouble with fanatics of any sort is 
that they are inclined to over-sell 
their case because of their excess 
enthusiasm for their subject. In 
some ways, this is commendable. 
It demonstrates that they have a 
purpose in life. It is important to 
remember however that the over
sell can be counter-product ive 
because the unwilling audience 
gets bored to tears. Self-restraint 
is difficult for all of us when we are 
excited. It pays to remember that 
one brilliant sentence is better 
than 50 cliches. Men rather resent 
being called "pigs" or "Chau
vinists" every other sentence. 
They get angry because the 
feminists' repertoire never seems 
to change. It is like watching the 
same television commercial a 
hundred times. The fem in ist will 
have proved herself to be as 
art iculate as the drunken lout who 
says "fucking" in lieu of any other 
appropriate adjective, noun or 
verb. The ardent feminist will have 
also proved herself to be as coarse 
as the rapist, except that 1;he is 
employing verbal violence. 

Do-gooding 
Helping other people too much 

can have disastrous con
sequences. It can mean that they 
stop thinking for themselves. 
Lo os of any sort are dangerous. 

The victims sometimes feel that 
their personal pain is being 
exploited for a public 9ause. The 

feminist polittcian shou ld check her 
own mot ives very carefully before 
offering help. Is it her own fears 
which she is railing against? Is it 
because she is physically ugly or 
perhaps too pretty? Is it because 
she has once been abused 
sexually? Is there anyone in her 
family who practises incest? 
Anyone seeking 'help' from a 
feminist politician would do best 
to ask themselves "Sed quis 
custodiet ipsos Custodies". Their 
psychological motivation may not 
be as pure as they project. 

, A woman once spat in my face 
for opening a door for her in a 
shop. She seemed to think that I 
was implying she couldn't open it 
herself. This could not be more 
untrue . Frankly , it was an 
instinctive move which marked 
respect for sex. Women , after all, 
experience the ordeal of bearing 
children to propagate our race. 
Not all of them do; nor do I expect 
it. Shou ld I not give up my seat on 
the bus for the elderly because 
they might feel I am insulting 
them? I am younger than they and 
therefore can afford to stand. It is 
as simple a mark of respect as that. 

Quel jardin taut-ii cultiver? 
Life, for those who hadn't 

noticed, is loaded with surprises. 
There is happiness and there is 
pain. We are all exposed to 
injustice, from the lofty earl to the 
ltwly peasant. In the end, it isn 't a 
particu lar sect or group that cures 
the pain. It is up to the individual to 
overcome these problems. Advice 
can be helpful; it is for this reason 
that Women's Groups should 
exist. They can sometimes offer 
solace. But it is ultimately up to the 
individual to decide whether or not 
to accept it. 

Discrimination 
This occurs in all sectors of 

society and in varied forms: there 
is sexual, class, colour and even 
inverted class discrimination. 
Nobody can escape it and we are 
all victims in relative terms. The 
male subjected to the haranguing 
feminist diatribe is a victim too. It is 
worthwhile remembering that 
categorisation is invariably wrong. 
Mankind needs it to survive; it 
covers up his own weaknesses. To 
insist that I write personkind here 
is pure folly; the term is generic 
and not sexual. To say personkind 
is artificial and merely heightens 
sexual difference. 

The wise man and woman know 
all this already, so this secret is for 
the benefit of the uninformed. The 
point is whether you dare not to be 
a sheep. 

Blackspot 
The Meadows - another 
Ce,ntral Park? Sue Lane 
writes of this possibility 
and the restriction on1 

female freedom. 

"Do not cross the Meadows after 
dark" - so we were advised in last 
week's Midweek. It is now dark by 
5 pm but there is no suggestion of 
what we are to do at the end of the 
day? Walk around the area often 
through dark, lonely alleyways, 
take a bus, wait for an escort, go 
home at 4.30 and not go out again? 

Perhaps the advice could be put 
in context. Many women do walk 
across the area alone at night and 
see nothing suspicious. There are 
often a number of people around 
and, especially, I consider the idea 
of the Meadows as a blackspot is 
exaggerated. Presumably, there is 
some justification for the rumours, 
but people must be allowed to 
access these risks for themselves. 

The attacks on the Meadows ara. 
worrying and I would never 
criticse anyone for avoiding 
crossing them alone - but for 
those of us who choose to, or from 
time to time have litt le option, I find 

this attitude very short-sighted. As 
more people avoid the area, the 
lonelier and more open to attacks 
it becomes. 

During the Yorkshire Ripper 
scare I read an editorial in a 
lead ing newspaper imp lying 
women brought these attacks on 
themselves by being out alone at 
night. I resent such limitations on 
my freedom and I am not alone. I 
prefer to take a far-s,ghted v,ew. 
We must avoid a 'New York Central 
Park' and stop using rumours to 
discourage women from freely 
walking across the Meadows; 
perhaps a risk equal to that in 
other central areas of Edinburgh. 

In conclusion I am not saying 
the Meadows are comp letely safe 
(is anywhere?) I am not 
advocating the ignoring of advice 
but I will not allow the suggestion 
that I am stupid to take a 
reasonable risk and that I 
consequent ly can expect to be 
attacked. Please keep the situation 
in context - keep us informed of 
attacks, aware of danger, give self
defence clases, organise 'group 
crossings' - but don't act as 
sca remongers and create an 
imposed reliance and uneasiness 
for women which need not exist. 
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In TheCan 
"Conditions in many 

prisons are an affront to a, 
civilised society, and a 
threat to law and order." 

William Whitelaw 

There is now severe over
crowding in our prisons. Four out 
of every ten prisoners are now 
sharing with one or two other 
persons cells designed for single 
usage. Many of these prisoners are 
unconvicted persons, yet they 
have to endure spartan, gloomy 
and stagnant crowded cells for all 
but one hour each day. These 
figures show that some sort of 
legislation is necessary to alleviate 
overcrowding in prisons. New 
prisons are too expensive to build 
so the government must look to 
other areas. 

So far there has been a lot of 
talk, but little action. In January 
1981 William Whitelaw proposed a 
plan to extend and incorporate an 
automatic element to release on 
parole. He hoped this would 
reduce the prison population by 
7,000. However the tiots and inner 
city disturbances in Toxteth and 
Brixton coupled with rumblings of 
judicial discontent have led to 
notions of automatic parole being 
jettisoned. As a result the 
Conservative Governmerlt now 
seems to be against a reduction in 
the prison population. In March 
1982 in the House of Commons Mr 
Whitelaw stated: 

"We are determined to ensure that 
there will be room in the prison 
system for every person whom the 
judges and magistrates decide 
should go there, and we will 
continue to do whatever is 
necessary for that purpose. " 

This declaration was repeated 
with considerable emphasis at the 
Conservative Party Conference a 
few months ago. So government 
policy now seems to be tending 
towards an increase in the size of 
prisons, with as many prisoners as 
possible crammed into available 
space, rather than an active policy 
to reduce the actual size of the 
prison population. 

The prison population in Britain 
now exceeds44,000. It has doubled 
over the last 30 years. The Home 
Office forecasts that it will reach 
52,000 by 1990. Expenditure in the 
prison system has risen at a faster 
rate than public expenditure 
generally. Since 1950 the number 
of prison officers has been 
increased at a rate three times that 
of the prison population , 
indicating an increase in violence 
inside prisons. Perhaps internal 
violence could be reduced if over
crowding was decreased. Over the 
tame period 18,000 cells have 
been added to the prison system 
which represents an ir/crease of 
85%, with a further 5,000 planned 

by 1990. These figures are 
dreadful. Not enough is being 
done to alter them. 

Established rhetoric presents 
prisons as a scarce resource to be 
used only as a last resort. In 
practice prisons are all-purpose 
institutions with imprisonment 
often used as an early resort. The 
only practical way to reduce over; 
crowding without building more 
prisons is to reduce the prison 
population. An interesting lesson 
can be drawn from Japan and 
Holland where the prison 
populations have been sub
stantially reduced. In 1950 the 
prison population in Japan was 
103,000 which has been reduced 
to 50,000 in 1978. There is a similar 
trend in Holland where the 1950 
population of 6,700 has been 
decreased to only 3,000 in 1980. In 
both these countries change has 
occurred in the way persons were 
dealt with at the prosecution and 
sentence stages. Prosecutors in 
Japan and Holland have 
successfu ly directed an increas
ing proportion of offenders from 
further criminal justice by more 
fines for minor crimes. If prisoners 
awaiting trial for minor offences 
were given bail more often an<1 
fined rather than sentenced there 
would be more space for the 
serious criminals. 

Not only politicians are in favour 
of a reduced prison population. 
Prison Inspectors feel the prison 
population should be reduced to 
at least 37,000. Prison Governors, 
through their staff association 
have urged that the prison 
population should be reduced to 
32,000. Others call for a 50% 
reduction. Such reductions 
cannot be achieved without 
reviewing our present criminal 
justice policy and practice. The 
sooner the Government looks into 
this issue the better. I'm sure many 
Conservative politicians would not 
like to be a sardine in a can for 
fifteen years. Ray Clancy · 
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Promised Land 

The Israeli/ Arab 
conflict continues; 
complex and 
bloody. After 
some time in 
Israel, Andrew 
MacKichan gives 
us a personal 
insight. 

The Jewish idea 01 regenerating 
their people after centuries of 
persecution is a brilliant one -
except for the fact that, in choosing 
to settle in Palestine, they entirely 
disregarded the Arab population . 

Arab anger is in noway religious; 
it is purely po li tical. The Jews had 
been a tolerated minority under 
Arab domination , and that 
minority , now in an unjustly 
dominant position , allows no 
toleration of the Arabs in and 
outside Israel. The Arabs in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip are seen , 
and see themselves, as being 
occupied by the Israelis. The Arabs 
really have taken over the Jews' 
Untermenschen position - it is 
ironic that many people c ry out 
about Jewish repression against 
the Arabs, yet seem to forget that 

the Jews have been repressed for 
the last 2,000 years . Nevertheless, 
the Jews are unfairly treating the 
Arabs - they are the road
sweepers, builders etc., because 
-they are cheap labour, and the 
Israelis know they can't complain . 

Israel is, therefore, in a very 
dominant position mainly 
because of its military and 
technological might. A phenom
enal amount of money passes into 
Israel each year - especially from 
American Jews - because Israel 
spends 70 per cent of its GNP on 
arms and is still a very rich country . 

On 29th November 1947, the But can Israel maintain this 

1 United Nations, an organisation position of strength? Some Arabs 
very much dominated by the see israel as a modern-day version 
victorious powers in the post-war of the Crusades; Westerners 
world, passed a resolution to 'i mposing themselves upon the 
partition Palestine into a Jewish Arabs, winning , at first , through 
state and an Arab state. technological might , until their 

The first question which is eventual defeat after about a 
usually asked is - was it just? I century. However, as she stands 
Admittedly the Jews have suffered presently, it would be very difficult 
harsh persecution in the last two todefeat;peopletendtoforgethow 
thousand years, but is that small Israel is - lessthan3Q0 miles 
sufficient grounds to grant them from top to bottom, with a 
land that belongs to another population of four-and-a-half 
people , especially since these million people. Menachem Begin 
people object vehemently? The and the other leading Zion ists also 
Arabs were forced to accept this realise how difficult it would be for 
imposition, and so were forced to anybody to defeat Israel. To begin 
resort to_vio\ence., which turned to with , due to the close-knit national 
full-scale war once the last of the service, Israel can mobilise at an 
British troops had pulled out in May alarming rate. Th is summer, 
1948. TheJewishtroopsweremore kibbutzniks working in fields on a 
highly t rained and organised than kibbutzwererungupandgivenhalf 
the Arabs - and even out- an hour to prepare themselves; 
numbered them - so were in a within three hours of receiving the 
position of strength. Anyway, it is original call , they would find 
hard to believe that the UN would themselves in Beirut . 
not have intervened on Israel's side Zionism thrives on a bell icose 
if the Jews were being crushed - atmosphere - and especially on 
hence " Israel was createa by the threat of danger. Zionists 
Jewish force" is a fallacy . believe that the world will not allow 

Why Palestine? The idea of Israel .to be destroyed, as Jews 
political Zionism - the quest for a throughout the world will rally to 
homeland by the Jews - was first her aid in times of peril. Begin is 
formulated at the end of the 19th the one (helped by his evil 
century by a Viennese Jew, henchman Ariel Sharon) who 
Theodore Herzl ; in his book A. presently keeps this danger alive 

- hence his political strength 
increases when he is being 
attacked. Begin was a leading light 
in a right-wing extremist Jewish 
terro rist group or lrgun before 
1948 whose most notorious act 
was the blowing up of the King 
David Hotel , with the loss of 95 
British and Arab lives, in 1946 
Peopie conveniently forget that 
Begin was himself a terrorist when 
he accuses the PLO of terrorist 
activities. 

The recent war in Lebanon has 
had profound effects both in and 
o u t side I s rael. The peace 
movement wh ich grew up cannot 
surv ive - an d Begin knows this -
due to the very nature of Israel 's 
society, which is a militaristic one, 
and due to Begin's strength . 
N everth e le ss, the younger 
generations in Israel are growing 
away from th e Zionist drn;:1m -
this is especially due to the 
Mediterranean Jews whb mostly 
entered Israel in the late 1950s; the 
Ashkenzim · Jews , from Eastern 
Europe, who were the original 
founders of Israel, look down uonn 
these Sephardim Jews who they 
see as an almost semi-Arab type of 
Jew who were forced to make their 
Aliyah to Israel rather than go of 
their own accord . The Sephardim 
Jews now outnumber the 

_ Ashkenazim, and it is the former , 
with their better understanding of 
the Arab, who main ly made up the 
basis of the peace movement in 
Israel. 

The Arabs are far more dis
united than the Jews - at least 
they were before Israel went into 
Lebanon. Egypt, as a result of its 
peace accord with Israel, had been 
reli eved of the "leadership" of the 
Arab states. Egypt got the Sinai 
back through the Camp David 
peace moves, but Israel made 
much greater gains - peace with 
Egypt, and a vast buffer between 
the two countries. Since the 1973 
war, the Arab states had been 
moving towards the eventual 
recog nition of Israel. This has 
been wrecked by the Lebanon war, 
which has strengthened both Arab 
and world support for the 
Palestinians. 

So what future for Israel? The 
Palestinian problem can only get 
worse, and Israel has shown 
hersel f to be acting increasingly 
independent of he r chief 
benefactor, America. If Begin 
wants to keep Zionism alive, the 
original Zionist dream of Eretz 
Yisrae/ has almost been fully 
completed - only the East bank of 
the Jordan needs to be taken ; no 
wonder the _ Jordanians were 
reluctant to take any PLO 
refugees. 

Jewish State (1896). Many 
solu tions to the situation of this 
new homeland were put forward -
including the Argentine - but 
Palestine was settled on as it was 
seen as the Jews ' a nc ient 
homeland. There had been small 
Jewish communities in Palestine 
for centuries - in 1880, there were 
24 ,000 Jews there; by 1914 there 
were 85,000 out of a total 
population of 739,000 people. 

Bourgeois 

Palestine was seen by many 
people in the 19th century as a 
wasted land; this was ideal'for the 
J e ws wh o be li e ved that 
agricultural labour was the way to 
regenerate the ir people who had 
been degenerated and denatured 
by centu ri es in the ghettos, hence 
the Kibb u tz movemen t was 
established (1909). The first 
kibbutzniks were very brave 
people, setting out to cultivate this 
''virgin" land: However, it was not 
entirely a wasted land - for 
instance the world famous Jaffa 
oranges were an Arab creation, not 
a Jewish one, and in 1880, 30 
rrnllion oranges were harvested. 

The apathetic resp_oose to the The situation facing a 
recent Education ~ 11,ance ,week, potential un iversity candidate (ie 
as all readers of Student must someone who is sitting 'O' grades 
now knOIA~was disappointing , to this year), if government 
say the least. Perhaps excuses can prop,osals go ahead would require 
be made for the sheer disinterest too much effort and would force 
so amply displayed by th e one to' abandon the pl easant 
Edinburgh student population . eg contemplation of self. 
bad organisation , publicity etc. Th e cuts may have cu t deep in 
but if only 50 people turn out for a some universities but , para
march which is taking place in an doxicalty , it is som ewha t 
att em pt t o sa f e guard t he unfortunate that to those who are 
education system from which, 
theoreticall y, every student is 
benefitting, it is advisable to 
exami n e mo re c lose ly t he 
consciousness of the student 
populus in an attempt to discover a 
more profound factor to explain 
the total inertia dispayed on all 
sides. 
Unfo'rtunately, the h·arsh fact 
governing the whole set up ,s that 
students today cannot be 
bothered to think of anything but 
getting degrees and jobs. 

uniform ed or merely unmoved the 
only detrimental mani festation of 
these same cuts to be seen at 
Edinbu rgh are, shorter opening 
hours in the library and some sort 
of reduction in staffing levels, (in 

the event of similar restrictive 
opening hours coming into 
operation within the various 
student union bars the Edinburgh 
student population would 
probably be storming the ramparts 
(a la Paris '68). These effects 
therefore, are obviously less than 

Eyeless in Uni 
Kerr the eye looks 
around and registers 
severe concussion in 
the world . 

I see that I'm five weeks into the 
first term . I'm wondering what it all 
means to me, a young Fresher. 
What's the point of what I'm going 
through? Is it broadening my mind 
and expanding my capabilities? 
Well , I don 't like to talk about my 
self too much, so perhaps I can 
look at other people to see what 's 
happening · in this· earth . Maybe I 
can provoke you into writing to 
'Student'? One thing I've not iced 
- there seem to be a great many 
stenching wrecks of gross apathy 
floating around; people who don't 
even express their feelings or 
thoughts . I find it incredible that 
there are ten th ousand students at 
this University. What do they do? 
Why wasn't the General Meeting 
packed out - were the boys and 
girls too busy working? What of 
the "Week of Action"? What did 
you do? Bugger all I'll warrant. Am 
I correct? Did you vote at the 
elections , you freshies? Ten 
thousand intelligent people -
what's wrong? 

I suppose clitorodectomy (or 
something) is OK by you? No? 
Israel is engaged in self defence; 
Israel is engated in pure slaughter; 
Israel is God 's promised land. 
Delete as appropriate, or don't 
bother. Who cares anyway? I've 
seen a lot of repu lsive sexism. I've 
heard about fights. I've seen 
pissed c retin s being very 
unpleasant. I've seen a lot of things 
happening that I did not like . But 
though my eyes widen , I've not 
seen other people communicating 
about their reactions to things . ls it 
sand in the eye or eye in the sand 
that keeps up this silence? Th ings 
are impersonal enough as it is, and 
it seems that you are readily 
accepting that. 

Even at University(') , people 
(that's me and you) are intent on 
running from important things. 
Oh, perhaps your degree is very 
important - but just wait till you 
actually get your degree. Seek. 
You 've wasted some of your youth. 
Perhaps you'll get a 'good ' job ; 
then you can waste the rest of your 
youth . I'm not sure that you even 
exist - er, in the existential sense. 
What do you think of this article? 
Never mind . 

·11 frightens me that people so 
highly educated can be so fucking 
stupid and (a)pathetic . I suppose a 
swear word could shock you, but 
not a mutilated chi ld alive for five 
days under rubble. Or do I 
musj_udge you? ~ave it! YAH' Go 
and buy another drink, or maybe 

some dope. So marly of you seem 
to be go ing thr ough your 
existence completel y surrendered 
to self-preservation . Nothing 
outside what relates to you wi ll 
concern you , apart perhaps from 
the usual fashionable stances 
which one may care to adopt. Even 
your ' love' will be nothing more 
than a casual affair - you give 
noth ing , simply take, take, taking. 
You wi ll be a profound wreck of 
faith and love; a disintegration. 

But this will not worry you , you 
will of course have cap ital and 
some consumer items if you are 
studious; TV, Video , Car, House, 
Wife/ Husband . Th ese will keep 
you well away from too much 
profound thought. No existential 
abyss for you. You may get ' into' 
your work , enjoy your job. Why, 
you might be a beautiful person 
after all! But what is passing 
through your head? Plenty to do 
with you , or.!y naturally, and not 
much else besides . Another nice 
person may enter your head; in 
terms of what you can take, of 
course. 

From what I've witnessed so far, 
there is a huge spiritual , even 
mental , degenerac y in the 
University . Please don 't think I 
exclude Kerr the Eye in my 
statement . He simp ly gets angry 
enough to spew words. You don 't. 
Am I being a bit unreasonable 
towards you? Yes? But ... I don 't 
see anything to the contrarv. 
I look forward to your reaction 
Vomit, readers, vom it. 

"To be worth something or 
nothing . To create or not to create. 
In the first case everything is 
justif ied. Eve rything , without 
exception. In the second, absolute 
absuridity. The only choice then to 
be made is the most aesthetically 
satisfying form o f suicide: 
marriage, and a forty-hour week ; 
or a revolver. " 

Banality 
enough to precipitate any form of• 
response, (did student radicalism 
ever ex ist?) Why? 
The majority of students 
studying within the hallowed halls 
of Edinburgh University are th e 
products of well-heeled middle
class backgrounds; most daddies 
will pay up to insure their 'littl e 
darlings' are kept in re lative 
comfort while furt hering their 
know le dg e, exerc is in g t hei r 
intellects etc. The introduction of a 
student loan scheme and the 
resu ltant death kne ll of the grant 
system would serve only, to eke 
out those from poorer less well
established backgrounds. 

The student population would 
return to the middle/upper class 
uniformity which was a feature of 
University education before the 
introduction of the doomed grant 
system. Those students to whom 
these developments would s ell 

the end of any thought of a 
University education wou ld b 
unable to ta~e any acti on, as the 
would be, on the exterior of th 
University system. Therefore thei r 
only hope rests with students 
already study ing at Ed inburgh and 
other British Universi ties who 
have full kn owledge of the nature 
of th e th reat posed by government 
proposals both to themselves and 
those students of the future who 
~re i.:vithout the necessary 
financ ial wherewithal to survive 
within a loan system. As this 
parti,ular group of students is in 
the minority and the ma1ority are 
indifferent to the d1sasterous 
effects of government plans due to 
the reasons cited above 
wdespread effective opposItIon of 
any form will not materialise and 
apathy will continue to rule 
supreme. 

Mary Bain 
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Anin,al Tragic 
VIVISECTION: The Case for 
the Defence 

Animal experiments: are they a 
necessary way of combatting 
human diseases, or a cruel and 
unnecessary way of inflicting pain 
on creatures who cannot defend 
themselves? Diane Walters spoke to 
Dr Andrew Short of the Royal Dick 
Veterinary School to find out the 
case for the defence of vivisection. 

Blood sports, factory farming, 
animal experiments- all of these 
are attracting increasing attention 
in the media , with those ··tor" and 
"against" putting forward their 
points of view. The annual seal cull 
in the Orkneys which has been 
taking placed over the last few 
days has shown the depth of 
feeling which can be aroused by 
animals, with several protestors 
being arrested for their attempts to 
stop the killings. 

Vivisection is one other aspect 
of humankind's treatment of 
animals which has been the 
subject of hot debate. Vivisection 
refers to all kinds of experiments 
which involve living animals. 
These range from testing 
substances on animals for side 
effects, before marketing them for 
human use, to using animals to 
find the causes of, and cures for, 
diseases. 

Dr Andrew Short is a lecturer in 
physiology at the Royal Dick 
Veterinary School who believes 
strongly in the necessity of 
experimenting on animals. In 
order to find out the arguments in 
support of vivisection, I went along 
to his office to ask him about his 
views. 

A Typical Experiment 

pain and suffering. His experiment 
is fairly typical in that it is carried 
out while the animal is 
unconscious, and it never regains 
consciousness. His attitude to this 
type of experiment is that it is no 
worse, and in some ways better, 
than the killing of animals for food. 
He would like to see the use of 
animals in this type of experiment 
actually extended. 

"As the law stands at the 
moment, vet students can't use 
animals to acquire manual ski lls, 
such as basic surgical tech
niques." He feels that there should 
be changes in legislation to allow 
students access to animals tor this 
purpose. 

But as far as the laws concerned 
with animal experiments which 
would involve pain, suffering , or 
distress ] when the animals are 
conscious. or regain conscious
ness afterwards - Dr Short feels 
that the British system of control is 
adequate. 

Licenses 

considerable pain for the animals; 
and cosmetics are, after all, not 
absolutely necessary? 

The Cosmetic Industry 

Dr Short replied that as long as 
people choose to use cosmetics, 
they must be tested for safety 
before going on sale. The 
alternative was to ban all 
cosmetics. and that was not an 
alternative which he would 
advocate. He also pointed out that 
for many people, cosmetics were 
very necessary , from a psycho
logical point of view. 

I pointed out the products 
"Many researchers are driven just by curiosity: many experi
ments are carried out with no application in mind." 

Dr Short has worked in the 
department for the last ten years, 
and his job involves both teaching 
and research . In fact, his office 
turned out to be more like a 
laboratory , with extremely 
complicated-looking equipment 
taking up most of the room. 

Experimenters must be licensed 
and to obtain a license, they must 
show that they are trained and 
competent. Once licensed, 
researchers can do virtually 
anything which is not considered 
to involve pain . But if pain might be 
involved, in any particular 
experiment, an application must 
be made to the Home Secretary. 

manufactured by " Beauty Without~r-------------- -------------
Cruelty", which are • made from 
natural products, and are not 

Dr Short explained how this 
apparatus is used in the experi
ments which he is carrying out at 
the moment. Rats are anaesthe
tised , then the changes in the 
nerve cells in their brains are 
recorded , while the i r skin 
temperature is altered. After
wards, the rats are killed while sti ll 
under anaesth~tic , never having 
regained consciousness. ur Short 
emphasised tha t he was 
convinced that there was no pain 
involved for the an ima ls, other 
than the prick of the anaesthetic. 

After hearing this explanation, I 

asked Dr Short about the possible 
benefits of th i s particular 
experiment. He explained "un like 
in pharmacology, or medicine, 
most experiments in the 
phys iology department are not 
carried out with any particular use 
or application in mind. This 
experiment is really to increase 
our background knowledge of 
how animals work 1

' 

Legislation 
Dr Short believes that of all the 

experiments on animals carried 
out in Britain (about f ive million 
every year), most do not involve 

tested on animals. Dr Short r::==========c::=::t- admitted that he did not know 

Animals: vivisection for humane 
reasons? 
Civi l Servants then decide whether 
or not the possible benefits to the 
community would warrant the 
animal suffering involved . ln 
addition , there are 15 inspectors in 
Britain who visit laboratories 
(unannounced) to check that the 
laws are being complied with . 

Through his work , Dr Short has 
visited many other centres where 
animal research is carried o ut 
and he believes that all the 
expe rimenters concerned abide 
hv both the letter and the spirit of 
the iaw . 

I asked Dr Short if he felt there 
were any experiments using 
animals which were wrong, or 
unnecessary. What about the 
widespread testing of cosmetics, 
wh ich very often does involve 

much about these products, but 
said if they hadn't been tested first, 
he wouldn't be happy to use them, 
despite their claims to be safe. 

"Just because a substance is 
considered 'natural' , doesn't mean 
it is automatically safe. Arsenic 
used to be widely used in 
cosmetics, until its dangers were 
discovered." 

Future Trends 
Finally, I asked Dr Short whether 

he could envisage a time in the 
future when other techniques 
made animal experiments un
necessary. 

"Different techniques (such as 
tissue culture and the use of 
computers) are reducing the 
number of experiments and will no 
doubt continue to do so. But these 
alternatives are only useful in 
certain cases, and animals are still 
necessary for many experiment·s." 

And as Dr Short pointed out 
many researchers are dnven Just 
by curiosity, and many experi
ments are carried out with no 
application in mind. And so unless 
knowledge becomes perfect, it 
looks as if animal eX periments will 
continue for a long time to come. Dr Andrew Short: believes that the use of animals should be 

extended. 



8 THE STUDENT I hursday, 11th November 1982 

SPAOCKETCIACLIPSCAMPA 
NOLOCLAUOBUTLEAAALE1GH 
NOAMUNDYESOUARTZRACING 
PEOALS 1/ i'E:ALLS40SPOKEO 
WHEELSSIDICYCLINGSHOES 
AOOFRACKSCINELLIBARSSUN 
TOURCYCLONEMAAKIIT A 
OAWESCYCLESMICHELINTYAES 
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RECYCLES 
WHERE UNDERSTANDING 

CYCLES IS EASY 

5/6 Alvanley Terrace 
Whitehouse Loan 

Edinburgh (031-228 1368) 

~ 
King's Theatre 
Until Sunday 14 November 
The Importance of Being Earnest 
by Oscar Wilde 

Friday 12 November 
Yes folks, it's the an n ual 
Presidents' Ball in Tevlot this 
Friday , but if you can't afford the 
healthy sum for tickets (it's a sell· 
out anyway, so yo u're too late) 
there's the Allernallve Presidents' 
Ball in Chambers Street. This is a 
charity event (for the blind), and at 
£1 entry it's cheap. Various bands 
are playing - new wave, folk and 
rock. 

The Netherbow 
Thursday 11 - Saturday 13 
November at 7.30 pm 
Satre's The Vicious Circle and An 
Orkney Tapestry by George 
Mackay Brown An attempt to 
show both a vision of hell and a 
v1s1on of peradise in one evening. 
Wednesday 17 November
Saturday 20 November 7.30 pm. 
The Salesman and The Bang and 
the Whimper by Rhona Munro. 
Explorations of the modern 
signifance of mvth 

Bedlam Theatre 
Until Saturday 13 November, 7 pm 
EU Theatre Co. present 

Friday 12 November 
Potterrow 
Disco but no live band . 

Sunday 14 November 
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Tevlot Row c 
Hangover from Friday? There 's a ~ 
live band . '; 

Wednesday 17 November ~ 
Potterrow c3 
Green Banana Club disco. 

Traverse Theatre 
Dance Umbrella 
At at 7.30 pm 
Thursday 11 November - Tim 
Miller 
Friday 12-Sunday 14 November -
Charles Moullon and A. Leray. 
Tuesday 16 and Wednesday 17 
November - Bill T . Jones and 
Annie Zane. 

Royal Lyceum Theatre 
The Elephant Man by Barnard 
Pomerance. Hven 't seen this play 
yet so I don't know 11 the director is 
trying to continue David Bowie's 
effective use of no make-up in the 
role of the disfigured John 
Merrick . 

Thursday 11 November 
Conference Room, DHT, 7.30 
Royal Anthropological lnstllute: 
Illustrated talk by Dr Chris Fuller 
(LSE) on South Indian Temples. 
This talk was originally given as 
part of the Festival of India in 
London and discusses worship at 
the great Hindu shrines of South 
India 

Thursday 11 November 
Tevlot Row Debating Hall, 1 pm 
SRC External Affairs Committee 
Remembrance Day Peace Forum: 
Workshops: 

presented by the Tynewear 
Theatre Co. Cucumber sand
wiches. jolly hockey sticks, et al In 
this magnificent turn of the 
century farce. Starring Irene 
Sutcliffe as Lady Bracknell and 
from Monday 15 November. the 
1982 Scout and Guide Gang 
Show . Otherwise known as 
~raping lhe barrel for a show." 

a double bill of The Barber of 
Seville by Meaumarchais, and The fr==============ll 

The Pacifist Tradition: Geoff 
Cornell, English Dept. 
Women Against War: Lynn Jamie
son, Sociology Dept. 

Sunday November 14 
Shalamar Playhouse 

Dreadfu l black disco - Derek 
orientated group. Willy-belts and 
wedge-haircuts essential. One for 
the wallys. See you there. 

Monday November 15 
The Three Degrees Playhouse 

Old Charlie's favourites, 
although I don 't think Diana's too 
suited about that 'cos the lead 
singers a big lass (know what I 
mean, lads) with a really 
astounding pair of talented 
partners. Give this one a miss as 
well. 

Friday 12th November 
Kansas Express 

Queen's Hall, 10 pm 

Kansas Express features the 
leoendarv tiqures Buddy Tate and 
Jay McShann. The pedigree of 
these two musicians is testament 
to thei r world-wide reputation 
Tate made his name with the 
Count Basie band of the 'forties , 
McShaun 's Big Band in the late 
'thirties featured the late great 
Charlie Parker. They've been 
dubbed variously as "one of the 
def1n1t1ve voices of jazz music .. 
(Tate), and "one of the great Iazz 
piano stylists" (McShann). Don'I 
miss two or me last remaining 
authentic tradItIonal jazz 
musicians Qu intet made up of 
add1t1onal sax, bass and drums. 
Should be a great evening. Be 
there 

Happy Haven by John Arden . 
Tickets £1.75, £1.50 students. 

Thursday 11th November 
Queen's Hall 7.45 pm 
Edinburgh Quartet 

Edinburgh Quartet begins its 
Beethoven series with Op. 74 (the 
'Harp· Quartet) , preceded by the 
magical Ravel Quartet and Haydn 
(another Op. 74 - No. 3, 'The 
Rider') . 

Friday 12th November 
Usher Hall 7.30 pm 
Scottish National Orchestra 
Two Symphonies - Brahms' 3rd 
and Sibelius· 2nd - are on the bill · 
a generous offenng, even 1f Sir 
Alexander G1bson·s way with 
Brahms Is typically mannered. 
He's a fine S1beliah, however, and 
the SNO brass, on top form, have 
an opportunity to distinguish 
themselves ,(Standbys £1.50) . 

Saturday 13th November 
Queens Hail 8 pm 
Musica Viva - Edinburgh. 
Glynn Bragg conducts Bach, 
Vivaldi, Haydn and Prokofiev. 

Saturday 13th November 
Usher Hall 7.30 pm 
Jazz Guitarist 
Stephane Grappelli 
and special guest guitarist Marc 
Fousset 

Wednesday 17th 
November 
Queen's Hall 7.45 pm 
Scottish Chamber Orchestra 

Following his acla1med 
recording Shlomo Mintz plays 
Bruch's highly romantic Violin 
Concerto No. 1. Principal guest 
conductor Raymond Leppard also 
conducts Webe(s Overture ·Peter 
Schmoll ' and Schubert ' s 
Symphony No. 6. (Standbys £1 ). 

Scottish Opera 
. Continues at the Playhouse with 

Bizet's 'Pearl Fishers' (tonight, 
Saturday 7.15) and Mozart's 
'Seraglio' (Friday 7.15). 

Scientists Aga inst Nuclear Arms: 
Alan Longman. 
Medica l Campaign Against 
Nuclear Arms: Chrispin Phillips, 
Genetics Dept. 
and in KB: 
Alan Walker will speak about 
Scientists Against Nuclear Arms in 
6 Level Common Room, JCMB, 1 
pm. 

Goombay Beat: Reggae and 
Social Club at lhe Bermuda 
Triangle . A Limbo Party, this 
Friday, 12th Nov. and Sat. 13th 
Nov. Prizes for the winners. Fun 
and refreshments. From 9 pm-2.30 
am. Late bar till 2.15 am. Video this 
week 'Black Uhuru'. 

The Dreaded Black Saxophonrst .. 
(Buddy Tate at the Queen 's Haff 
this Friday). 

Ill Thursday 11 November 
KB Union Blue Lounge, 1 pm "1C 
Showing of Critical Mass - a ',·II 
video of Dr Helen Caldicott talking 

11 
at Edinburgh Univ(l,rsity about the 
nuclear threat. All welcome. Free 
Organised by Alternative Sc1enc 
Group. R; 

Friday 12 November 
DHT Lecture Room A, 5.15 pm 
Possibly the big pol itical event o 
the week sIgn,fy1ng Tory wel Si 111 

Ian Gllmour's joining of the S}P oo : 
Gilmour is giving the John P (:, 
Macintosh Lecture; Macintosh c S 
who was Professor of Politics her e 
and died in 1978, was a grea 
Social Democrat ideologist in h1 
lifetime. 

Friday 12 November 
Chaplaincy Centre, 8 pm 
Christian Union asks is praye -.; 
really powerful or just a s:;. 
imaginary thing? tt·i 

c,-
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- ANARCHIST 
- CONSERVATIVE 
- LIBERAL 
- DEMOCRATIC 
- SOCIALIST 
- ENTHUSIASTIC 
- CAPABLE 
- IMAGINATIVE 
- CREATIVE 
- SCIENTIFIC 
- ARTISTIC 
- HARD WORKING 
- DEDICATED 
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Wednesday 17 November 
60 The Pleasance, 
Sommerville room, 4.30 pm 
SWSO weekly meeting . 

Wednesday 12 November 
Green Mantle pub, Nicolson St , 1 
pm. Polish Society meeting. 

Caley 
The Howling 
Week 5.30, 8.50 
Sat 2.45, 6.05 

Tongue in cheek horror movie 
about a res t home for werewolves. 
Plus. 

Emmanuelle II 
Friday 12 November 11.15 pm 

Having educated our young 
innocen t Sylvia Kristel is back 
again, on home ground this time. 
What a busy girl. 

Film house 
Filzcarraldo 
5. 0 0, 8.00 (2.00 show on 
Wednesday) 

Over the top Werner Herzog film 
wit h Klaus Kinski giving a suitably 
manic performance. Some people 
loved it but it left me old. Go 
along and find out who was right . 

Farewell My Lovely and The Long 
Goodbye 
Thursday and Saturday at 7.00 

The Big Sleep and Al Clark Guest 
Lecture 
Friday at 7.00 

Three film adapt,ons of 
Raymond Chandlers novels, and a 
lecture on same. 

Charlottes Web 
Sat 2.00 

Grown students went 'Ah ' when 
they heard about th is animated 
film. 

Apocalypse Now 
Sat 2.00, 11 .15 

Coppola's stab at the Ultimate 
American Movie. It fails in this 
respect but the visuals images 
stunned m~ at least Worth a v,s,t. 

Wild Flowers 
Monday 15 November 5.15, 8.00 

Ka geroza 
Tuesday 16 November 5.15. 8.00 

On Top of a Whal e 
Wednesday 17 November 6.25, 
8.15 

Richard Demarco Gallery 
1 0 Jeffrey Street 
Unti l 30 November 
Ainslie Yule 
Mon-Sat 10 am-6 pm 
Sun 2-5 pm 

Gallery of Modern Art 
Botan ic Gardens 
Until 5 December 
From Picasso to Chia 
New Acquisiti ons 1981-82 
Mon-Sat 1 O am-dusk 
Sun 2 pm-dusk 

Printmakers' Workshop 
Gallery 
29 Market Street 
Until 27 November 
Printmakers' Drawings 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5.30 pm 

Queen's Hall 
Until 21 November 
Arrested Flight 
An exhibition by members of the 
Edinburgh Photographic Societ y 
Mon-Fri 10 am-4.30 pm 
Sun 12 am-2.30 pm 

Odeon Edinburgh 
Film Centre 
1. The Long Good Friday/ Scum 
2.00, 6.00 

Two good British films, the first 
an excellent hard-hitting gangster 
film, and the second an expose of 
life in a borstal rejected by Auntie 
Beeb. 

2. The Entity 
2.25, 5.20, 8.20 

Better than average and 
genuinely scary horror mov,e from 
the guy who made Alien. 

3. Race for th e Y~nkee Zephyr 
1.25, 5.05, 8 45 

All action All American 
adventure yarn. Yawn 

Dominion 1-2-3 
1. Missing 
4.22, 8.26 

Excellent drama with Jack 
Lemmon and Sissy Spacek, well 
supported by The Eye of the 
Needle, a brisk and spry story with 
Donald Suther land . A good 
double bill. 

2. Deathray 
4.10, 8.30 

Brilliant' Michael Caine ,n 
Oscar-winning form as an ageing 
playwright Technically flawless, 
with a stunningly intricate plot 
with a very witty script Real edge 
of the seat stuff and not to be 
missed 

3. Gregory's Girl 
3.00, 5 20, 8.15 

Everybody's favou rite film and 
for the little green man who hasn't 
seen ,t yet. I can thoroughly 
recommend it. 
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I! x,i~B!ITIONS 
Torrance Gallery 
29b Dundas Street 
Unti l 20 November 
Cats Predominate; Thora Clyne 
and Kenneth Southall. 
Mon-Sat 11 am-6 pm 
Sat 10.30 am-1 pm 

Open Eye Gallery 
75 Cumberland St. 
Until 18 November 
Paintings : Keith Dunkley 
Ceramics : Ian Hurd 
Mon-Fr i 10 am-6 pm 
Sat 10 am-6 pm 

National Gallery 
Unt il 12 December 
Samuel Palmer 1805-1881 : 
The Visionary Romantic 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm 
Sun 2-5 pm 

Scottish Gallery 
94 Georqe Street 
Until 1 December 
Recent paintings by 
Will iam Baillie RSA, PRSW 

New 57 Gallery 
29 Market Street 
Until 27 November 
New works by David Mach 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5.30 pm 

film 
ABC 
1. Private Lessons 
1.55, 4.40, 7.40 

Another version of a young 
innocent being educated in the 
ways of love by an older woman 
(Sylvia Kristel) . Oh to be that 
young and innocent' 

2. A Midsummer Night's Sex 
Comedy 
2.30, 5.10, 8.00 

Another Woody Allen examina
tion of middle-class American 
love. Quite a witty film but being an 
Allen freak would be advisable 
here. 

3. Five Days One Summer 
2 10, 4.50, 7.45 

Sean Connery in (mellow) 
dramatic tale of love among the 
mountain tops. This should cool 
you down before you v,s,t 

The Classic 

That Prickly Feeling 1 20, 3.25, 
5.30, 7 35 
Dirty Willie 2.30, 4.35, 6.40, 8 45 

Puns abound ,n this weeks 
cu ltural offering from the home of 
haute couture. Mmmm very 
deep obviously . 

EU Filmsoc 

Friday 12 November Odeon, 
11 .00Moscow Distrust Tears 
Affect ionate Russian comedy 
about the changing relat1onsh1ps 
between three women. 
8.35 The Shining 
Jack Nicolson doing nasty things 
to his wife in a big old house in 
winter Mindless te rror. Go early 
for a good seat. 

Wednesday 17 November 
6.45 The Maltel Affair 
8.50 Illustrious Corpses 
Two more Dors, films probing the 
less palatable aspects of Italian 
public life. 

lain Halpin 

Gorgie-Dalry Film Club 
Spr.,ngwell House. Ar"· nillan Ter 
Mon 15 Novemb<' J pm 
Airplane (A ) kets £1 
Membership ,Op availab le at 
door). 
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THE EUROPEAN THEATRE 
OF WAR 

The main protagonists in the arms 
race are, of course, America and 
Russia, and the massive amounts 
these two countries spend on 
weapons makes one wince. But 
Britain is possibly one of America 's 
greatest ideological allies, and thus 
has made a concerted effort to 
accommodate nuclear "hardware". 
So if a conflict develops Britain will 
be in the front line. Julian Goodare 
looks at the way the battle lines are 
being drawn. 

A new Cold War? 
In the 1950s, an Iron Curtain 

descended across Europe . 
Hostility between the super
powers forced European 
countries, willing and unwilling, 
into one camp or the other. In the 
1970s there was detente and some 
relaxation of the tension . But now 
the old hatreds are renewed . 
President Reagan is imposing 
economic sanctions on the USSR. 
The second UN Special Session 
on Disarmament has failed ; arms 
control is at ~n end. 

But the clock cannot be turned 
back completely. New forces have 
arisen in the Middle East and 
elsewhere, making the inter
national situation more complex 
and unstable than In the 1950s. To 
attempt to force world politics back 
into the· old lines of East-West 
confrontation, as the super
powers are now doing, is a 
dangerous business. The new 
Cold War may not stay "cold" for 
as long as the last one. 

Meet the superpowers 
Independent studies show that 

the superpowers have had roughly 
equal arms expenditure over the 
past few years . However, America 
also has high -spending allies in 
NATO. If we compare NATO as a 
whole with the Warsaw Pact, the 
former has a considerable lead. In 
1981, military expenditure in 
NATO was about 234,000 million 
dollars compared with 132,000 
million dollars in the Warsaw Pact. 
NATO's lead becomes even more 
impressive when we remember 
that about a quarter of the Russian 
mili tary effort is directed against 
China. 

NATO has about 1.2 million men 
under arms in Western Europe, 
facing 1.3 million from the Warsaw 
Pact. To NATO's resources should 
be added the 200,000 French 
troops under separate com mand. 
There are further complications in 
the "numbers game": equipment, 
morale and training are of vital 
importance, as the Falklands war 
showed. 

Neither side has anything like 
the advantage needed for a 
successful invasion . M i litary 
history suggests that a three to 
one superio rity is needed to 
ach ieve a breakthrough . However, 
a balance of forces is no guarantee 
of peace. Most wars start, not 
through deliberate aggression 
from a position of overwhelming 
superiority , but simply when 
internat ional relations '1ave 
deteriorated beyond a ce rtain 
point. 

Those 
tanks 

nasty Russian 

Crushing Soviet tank superiority 
is one of the most cherished myths 
of the Western armaments lobby. 

The Warsaw Pact does indeed 
have about 28,000 tanks but this Is 
by no means the whole story. 
NATO has scrapped all its old 
tanks, whereas about half of the 
Warsaw Pact's date from the 1950s 
or earlier. All but about 5,000 
Warsaw Pact tanks are obsolete by 
NATO standards, and even the 
most modern ones are inferior to 
NATO's own. 

The rise of sophisticated guided 
missiles has called the attack role 
of the tank into serious question. 
This is probably why NATO has 
made no effort to match the 
Warsaw Pact tank for tank, but 
instead has concentrated on 
build ing up a huge lead in the most 
modern anti-tank weapons . Mean
while the Warsaw Pact keep Jheir 
antiquated tanks, partly through 
lack of money to replace them, but 
mainly because they are still 
useful for internal repression . 
Even museum pieces can be 
effective against unarmed 
civilians. 

Battlefield nuclear 
weapons 

These are of ten ignored 
because they are small. Both sides 
have big stockpiles of short-range 
nuclear missiles, artillery shells 
and so forth, and NATO's arsenal 
will soon include the neutron 
bomb. These are likely to be the 
first nuclear weapons to be used in 
any European war, as hard
p re ssed field commanders 
demand that their leaders use the 
"nuclear option" as the only 
alternative to immed iate defeat . 

The view from 
Washington 

In public, Western strategists 
and politicians usually talk about 
"deterrence" - a concept which 
now means little more than "Well , 
you shoot yours and we'l l shoot 
ours" (President Reagan) . Exactly 
how does NATO propose to make 
its nuclear " deterrent" effective? 
Here the key theory is " flexible 
response". This means that NATO, 
if it is losing a conventional war. 
will be the first to use nuclear 
weapons. It will start with fairly 
small ones in the hope of halting 
the Soviet advance . If this 
provokes Soviet nuclear 
retaliation, NATO will go on to 
using bigger ones ( in a 
"co ntrolled " way , say the 
strategists). 

The damage caused by Soviet 
re ta liation would be more 
"acceptable" to the Americans, 
because they are hoping that it 
would be confined to a "limited 
theatre", Le. Europe. This is not 
much discussed when Europeans 
are listening, but when Reagan 
mentioned " limited" nuclear war 
h~ was reqarded not as crazv but 

as tactless. 
Even if the initial use of nuclear 

weapons was confined to the 
cent ral European battle zone, the 
risks o f escalation would be 
frightening NATO's "counter
force" strategy would demand 
strikes on Soviet nuclear weapons 
installations - almost all on Soviet 
territory. Once Russian terri tory 
was attacked , 11 Is hard to imagine 
the Russians refraining from 
retaliating on America on the 
grounds that they had been 
attacked only from western 
Europe. 

The view from Moscow 
There is little discussion in the 

West about Soviet intentions, 
because of a widespread assump
tion that they are just waiting their 
chance for their massive military 
machine to roll across the Iron 
Curtain . But while their military 
machine is certainly massive, as 
th is article shows, it is on the 
whole somewhat less impressive 
than NATO's. The difference is not 
great, and often reduces itself to a 
question of superior Western 
technology , equipment and 
training; but the difference is 
there, and the Russians are well 
aware of it. 

The nuclear arena 
There has for long been rough 

parity in long-range nuclear 
weapons: this was recognised by 
the SALT 1 agreement in 1972. The 
Americans, technologically more 
advanced, have about 9,540 
strategic warheads as against the 
Russians' 8,800. 

This does not give the USA 
"su periori ty" in any meaningful 
sense. Both sides have massive 
"overkill" capacity, for only about 
500 delivered warheads would 
destroy either the USA or the 
USSR as a viable society 

The European theatre 
The focus of the nuclear arms 

race has now shifted to Europe. 
The Russian SS-20 (a modern, 
fairly accurate, medium-range 
missile) was first deployed in 1976 
as a replacement for the older SS-

4 and SS-5 . L itt le fuss was made 
about this Soviet development till 
in 1979 the Americans decided to 
deploy Cruise and Pershing II 
missiles in western Europe. 

In fact , there are lots of theatre 
nuclear weapons in Europe 
already on both sides. Many are 
ca rried by aircraft, where there is 
approximate East-West parity. 
Still other missiles are carried by 
submarines, where the Soviet 
Union has a considerable lead. 
Whether such missiles count as 
"strategic" or ·'tactical " is the 
subject of endless sterile debate in 
international negotiations. Most 
Soviet missiles are likely to be 
targeted on America, not Europe. 
NATO's missiles are almost all 
targeted on the western Soviet 
Union - which is of course inside 
the European theatre. 

The Russians also have to 
reckon with China. The United 
States' military emphasis would be 
considerably changed if it was 
faced on its Canadian border by a 
hostile country with an army of 
four million ; that's the scale of the 
Soviet problem. 

The USSR has problems with its 
ramshackle economy. Many 
Soviet commentators believe that 
the USA, with twice the wealth, is 
using the arms race in a deliberate 
attempt to cripple the USSR 
economically. President Brezhnev 
has recently been sounding a 
more defiant note in response to 
Reagan 's missile-toting belliger
ence; but in private , Soviet leaders 
must now be anxiously consider
ing whether they can affo rd to try 

.to match the USA's accelerating 
arms expenditure. 

Soviet strategic thinking may be 
no more logical than NATO's, but 
at least it is less tortuous . They 
assume a repeat of 1941-45, when 
they were attacked from the West 
but eventually emerged victorious . 
They ~ape to arive back a NATO 
attack with convent ional forces; 1f 
NATO then used nuclear 
weapons , this would be met with 
immediate retaliation on the most 
massive scale possible . Their 
strategies gloss over what would 
be happening to Russian cities 

while they were "winning " a 
nuclear war. 

In the meantime, the USSR does 
its best to secure its borders 
against the coming attack , just as 
it did in the 1939 parti tion of 
Poland . In Hungary, Czechoslo
va kia and now in Afghanistan th is 
can mean aggression aga inst a 

J"J'lll 
Future prospects 

In their new confrontation 
across the Iron Curtain , both 
Washington and Moscow face 
problems. Their European allies, 
for whose "defence" the new Cold 
War is supposedly being waged , 
are increasingly reluctant to co
operate. The USA has demanded 
inc reases In NATO arms 
spending : only Britain has 
complied . The Warsaw Pact has 
the same trouble: only East 
Germany has increased military 
spending, while Poland's has 
actually been reduced. 

In western Eur ope, the 
challenge to the arms race is more 
direct. Peace movements are 
gathering momentum in most 
countries, especially those with 
American nuclear bases. More and 
more people are determined not to 
be pawns in the nuclear game. In 
some countries there is also a 
remarkable swing to the left in 
politics, producing governments 
less subservient to the Americans. 
So the reliability of America 's 
allies, too , is increasingly in doubt. 

This leaves us with two different 
trends. Relations between the 
superpowers are deteriorating as 
the arms race spirals upwards. But 
each superpower is having 
difficulty keeping its European 
allies in line. The USA sees its 
main threat as coming from the 
USSR. and vice versa But the 
main threat to Europe co mes from 
neither of the superpowers singly: 
it comes from the fact that they 
have chosen the European theatre 
in which to stage their confronta
tion. It 's imperative that 
Europeans disengage themselves 
from that confrontat ion before it's 
too late. 
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Television Invasion 

The history of television in 
Britain shows that each new 
development seems to take a 
decade to develop. The 1950s saw 
the advPnt of rnmmPrri::11 IPIP

Vision; the 1960s welcomed the 
1hird channel BBC 2; the 1970s 
ushered in colour television and 
apparently limitless hours of 
transmission , and the 1980s seem 
set to bring us the fourth channel , 
breakfast television , cable 
television and satellite television. 
Technology is about to transform 
the distribution of broadcasting in 
this country. 

BBC and ITV 
Britain ' s reputation for 

television programmes is already 
high and the BBC and independ
ent television contractors are 
major exporters of programmes. 
British television has been taken 
as a model by many other 
countries; the BBC World Service 
has a huge and loyal audience. 
Will. all this survive the new 
technology? 

Future Tastes . 

Channel Four is the latest 
development. It is too early to te ll 
what its overall impact will be, b4t 
first impressions are important . 
One of Channel Four's big hopes 
is its FIim ·on Four. Advance 
advertising has encouraged us to 
look forward to such stars as 
Annette Crosbie, Jeremy Irons, 
Glenda Jackson• and Ian 
McKsllan. The first offerinQ, 
Walter, was a sensitive and 
troubling portrayal of a 
handicapped youth played by Ian 
McKellen. It was immensely 
powerful and exposed the misery 
of a hopeless individual , the 
callousness of society and the 
nightmare of institutional life. It 
certainly looks as if FIim on Four 
will be something to look forward 
to . However , the channel's 
Wednesday evening film was a bit 
of a disaster. First Love P'tang 
Yang Klpperbang laboriously 
portrayed a 14-year-old school
boy's desperate longing to kiss his 
classmate Ann, ending up alone 
Unless Channel Four can come up 
with some better stuff on a 
Wednesday 11 will defini tely be 

back to good old Mash on BBC 2. 
Channel Four must be given a 

pat on the back for ils support le 

Graphic: Ann Cameron 

requirement may mean the oeatn 
of broadcast ing authorities . Cable 
companies will be able to show 
films 12 months after they are first 
shown on the big screen. yet BBC 
and ITV will still have to wait three 
years. This will have s~rious,---------------
repercussions for cinemas, 
probably resulting in a further 

~ reducti on in cinema audiences , 
and for BBC and ITV. Cable looks 

~ as if it's going to be a parasite. 

, i Legislation I 
/) There ,s no leg1s lat1on to gover~ 
y cable when 11 comes. Only 'I 

~

" minimum of controls have beerl 
advocated by Hunt. Cable station 
must transmit the full rang e o 

) l BBC and ITV ou tput and ar ?y Y advised to join the cinema owner 
.......,.... /' and con tribute to British fil 
-

1
~~- production. In his report , Hunt ha 

----"'·'""'- 1~ ~ done exactly what he was asked t 
'l»~Wlo.._,.,,.,i4,,f1C;J~~~ ~(__- ) _£, do. He has kept within the terms o 

t\1:f"i~f2::~:;;;:s;
0
_,,--::_~'1,,J,_ d'.6-"'~ his reference and loyally reflecte 

,.,..,,.,-..,.-',:cc-:;:_ :..:.~ .... Vv: Z: Government policy. He dismisse 
~"'-""-"'~~=""' the idea of a nationwide infra 

st ruc ture cif broad band cabl 

Television in Britain has lagged 
behind American broadcasting for 
many years. Whilst we have been 
content with three channels, only 
one of which is independent, 
Americans have enjoyed a plethora 
of different stations, all varying in 
content and quality. Now, however, 
we have Channel Four and the 
prospect of cable television. Ray 
Clancy assesses their importance 
and discusses their future. 

me British film industry. It hopes 
to give a sustained shot in the arm 
to fictional film-making in this 
country , aiming to plough a 
substantial chunk of its budget 
into some 20 special films each 
year. 

Nine O'Clock Stop 
The major viewing problem 

created by the new channel is the 
problem of the 9 o'clock 
watershed . There are now four 
channels o n the rampage, 
bumping and grinding , pushing 
and shoving as they struggle 
simultaneously to put out their 
adult programmes from 9 o'clock, 
onwards. Who will be victorious is 
anyone's guess. 

Channel Four's news, planned 
to run from 7-8 pm. is their evening 
centrepiece which is somewhat 
similar to BBC 2's "Newsn1ght". 
The two programmes will no doubt 
end up marching in broadly the 
same direction . When a crisis 
arises, such as the Falklands. both 
programmes will devote most of 
their time to it, presumab ly 

Support 
One of the most interesting 

questions to arise out of the new 
channel is audience size. How 
many Coronation Street viewers 
will be wooed away? One suspects 

very few will. Aua1ence size cannot 
really be 1nvest1gated clearly in the 
first few months, especially with 

Christmas just around the corner. 
Such factors as initial cu riosity 
and people who haven't yet 
adjusted their television sets will 
contribute to a false picture . 
Viewers in places as diverse as 
Inner Edinburgh and the Outer 
Hebrides will not be able to 
contribute to viewing figures at 
least until December and perhaps 
not until next summer . So 
audience ratings cannot be 
properly judged until 1984. 

Cable 
Cable television looks as if it 

might be even more excit ing than 
the fourth channel. It will certainly 
create a lot more problems and 
raise many more questions. Will 
cable create jobs? It will of course 
create jobs for those who lay the 
cable, those who work for cable 
companies and those who make 
the programmes. But it seems th at · 
the real benefic iaries wil l be the 
American programme producers 
and the Japanese electronics 
industry. The Hunt Report virtually 
invites the Japanese to come here 
with their technology. The 
government is not prepared to 
subsidise British companies to 
make electronic equipment for 
cable television . 

Cable will lead to two kinds of 
commercial television companies: 

those under the IBA with defined 
obligat,ons and those not under 

the IBA with few obliga tions A 
wrde open cable system in which 
1mpart1ality is no longer a 

simply because it is inconsisten 
with Government policy o 
competition and the Govern 
ment's view that cabling shouJ 
not make significant demands on 
public expenditure. 

Films 
It has been assumed that BBC 

and ITV wi ll maintain the quality of 
the ir programmes . Cable 
operators will flourish or fail by 
their ability to attract a high 
proportion of subscribers in the 
localities for which they receive 
franchises. American experience 
has shown that it is very difficult to 
make a profit from. news 
programmes or programmes 
about music, the theatre or the 
arts. The tendency will be to go for 
"big event" cheap film repeats sold 
off at bargain prices by American 
makers which w i ll probably 
incorporate a lot of violence and 
soft pornography in the true 
American tradition . Will Britain , as 

has been done in America. devote 
an entire channel to soap operas? 

Imagine "Dallas" 24 hours a day' 
Quality programmes will no 
longer be made because it will be 
cheaper to buy from America . 
There is one glimmering hope; 
perhaps the patriotic British will 
remain loyal to the old faithfuls, 
BBC and ITV. 

Watch me ... 

Cameras, video recorders . . 

... colour television and now cable 
tele vis ion. No shortage of 
entertainment in the 1980s. 

Effects 
It is difficult to predict what 

effects new technology will have 
on society in tt'le next few decades. 
There will be no "Big Brother" in 
the way George Orwell imagined, 
but instead lots of "l ittle nephews" 
all comoetinq for our monev and 
time and dictating to us how we 
should spena tnem . This is in itselt 
an Orwellian prospect; let us hope 
it will not be so . 
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Shock Report -

Keith Jarrett 
Usher Hall 

I think there's a problem writing 
about this guy when he's been so 
very highly acclaimed. Here are a 
few examples: "He has redefined 
the role of the piano in 
contemporary music." "Keith 
Jarrett constitutes a category of 
one in modern music 
phenomenal." Comments like 
these, coupled with Jarrett's extra
ordinary personality, have raised 
him to a somewhat God-like level, 
a figure shrouded in mystique. The 
problem in this case is that , for my 
part , Jarrett 's acclaim has gone off 
the rails. 

His pieces do not deve lop. 
Indeed there were rarely even 
themes to follow. Loose ideas 
were elaborated upon to a very 
high degree, then st rung together 
to form an incoherent shapeless 
whole. The music therefore had no 

Paul Burwell 
2nd Language 
Calton Studios 

Paul Burwell ... 
questions the dictatorship of the 
play. Even "alternative" stand-up 
performers tend to come on with a 
well-rehearsed beginning, middle 
and end which effectively declares 
"me performer, you audience'' and 
is not alternative at all. It's a very 
safe method. But Paul Burwell has 
spontaneity, humanity and a lot of 
mess. 

is an artist, not an actor. On stage, 
he is nervous, conversational and 
energetic in turns. The public do 
not expect a musician or a painter, 
for example, to put on a newly 
washed persona while s/ he 
creates in private. Why need they, 
then. in public? 

explores bangs, thumps and 
rattles. Originally a percussionist. 
he makes sounds first with his 
body, evolving through to a 
battered drumkit and all sorts of 
improvised percussion. He alters 
the sounds by covering the drums 
with water, which adds a new 
dimension by making the bang 
visual and kinetic. As do exploding 
firecrackers under cymbals and 
the snare; the ritual burning of the 
drumkit says it all. 

uses a lot of words. Slides and 
banners proclaim heavily 
prophetic slogans. I asked him 
"Why?"; he said, "Why not?" ' 

did a November 5th special in the 
car park. A display of pyro
technics which culminated in his 
setting off rockets from his head 
and fingers. A mischievous and 
self-relexive Guy Fawkes. Where 
does art stop and stuntsmanship 
begin? Paul Burwell questions our 
questioning, which may make you 
laugh or make you think or make 
you angry. But it is only our pre
conceptions which make him 
daunting. 

Jenny Turner 

The "phenomenal" Jarret ascends into the heavens. 

description of a man's music 
which has confused directions. I 
think I've probably said enough on 
the score of criticism, and the 
account would be unbalanced if I 
didn't stress that Jarrett has an 
especial talent. 

Without question there were 
beautiful moments, rare and brief 
but ve ry sweet. The outro to his 
opening fifty minute track was for 
example - and now I'm in danger 
of using one of those over-worn 
adjectives of a Jarrett critic - but 
it was anyway quite brilliant. His 

Paul Bumwe/1 - at it again. 

Barber of Seville/ 
Happy Haven 
Bedlam 

The Bedlam Theatre continues 
to offer a varied evening's 
entertainment for the rema inder of 
this week. Forming the first half of 
the novel engaging idea of a 
double bill, director Jeff Howitt's 
choice of the 18th century farce 
(not the opera) is a brave and 
refreshing foray into a realm of 
theatre probably unfamiliar to 
most Bedlam punters. Particularly 
so, as the company attempts a rich 
period of style of costume, set 
(delicious pink interiors and an 
operational fountain) and playing. 
A style which suits the specifically 
incomprehensible but generally 
familiar plot of a yaung blade's 
Figaro - assisted assays to win a 
beauty bethrothed to a senile 
beast. The (translated) script is 
wordily witty rather than funny 
and is most enterta ining when the 
largely competent troupe serve 
their performances with generous 
·slices of ham. Since I saw it', all 
may have benefitted from the 
wisdom of Michael (Art of Coarse 
Acting) Green - otherwise 
generally a diverting hour of 
polite, chuckles. 

Eleanor Zeal's production of 
Arden's play lasts rather longer 
than an hour - and therein lies 
one of its few faults. The Happy 
haven is a geriatrics home 
inhabited by a fairly predictable 

ability to take its listener 
anywhere. Anything that had gone 
before was instantly forgettable, 
and therefore it was impossible to 
build up a structure. 

It has been said that " Jarrett has 
created a style which defies 
category". Well that's sort of true ie 
he's certainly ind ividual and 
doesn't sound much like anything 
else. However, if "Jazz" was ever 
about aimlessness, (wh ich in its 
original explorative a nd 
improvising state it undoubtedly 
was) then "Jazz" is indeed an apt 

assortment of characters and run 
by a manic doctor (nicely playea 
by Christopher James). Said 
medico concocts a rejuvenating 
elixir and the substance of this 
essentia lly comic piece is the 
patients' ultimate refusal to take it. 
In performance The Happy Haven 
looked a much less good play than 
I had thought it was - a lot of the 
comedy deriving from stock 
exploitation of senile eccen
tricities and the moderately 
interesting idea only half
heartedly explored. That aside, the 
cast produce generally convincing 
septuagenarian studies arid many 
very funny moments. It's no fault 
of theirs that my interest wasn 't 
en tirely sustained up to the play's 
vindictive denouement. All in all, 
though. the best value entertain
ment in town. 

Five Days One 
Summer (A) 
ABC 

An ill -matched, though 
touchingly affectionate couple, 
Sean Connery, former colon ial 
doctor and Everest cl imber, and 
Betsy Brantley his not quite 
virginal n ice/'wif e', arrive in 
beautiful Swiss mountain vil lage 
for a climbing holiday. Hiring 
handsome Johann as a guide, they 
trudge through idyllic lonely goat
heards symbolically roped 
together, Connery bringing up the 
fear whilst Miss Bran tley follows 
the youthful Schweiter for whom 
she is fast developing a mild 
infatuation. 

Veteran director Fred Zinneman 
- High Noon, From Here To 
Eternity, A Man For Alf Seasons 
etc. - has dragged his crew up the 
Alps for that genuine on location 
Sheen and Guiseppe Rotuno (D ir. 
of Phot.) demonstrates a noble 
picture postcard technique; but 
what else . .? Well between the 
odd moment ot excitement (body 
found in glacier after four frosty 
decades. climax of key figure 
ki l led in avalanche), the central 
relationship is nearly insinuated 
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1otal control over the audience 
was astonishing . Quiet passages 
produced the most profound 
silence elsewhere in the hall. I felt 
noisy turning my pages of notes in 
the upper circle! But perhaps this 
incredible reverence is reveal ing. 
People sat dumb-founded by 
Jarrett 's technical excellence and 
therefore convinced themselves 
that they were evidently hearing 
music of the highest importance. 
This I believe is a major source of 
delusion. H is utter s~incerity 
involvement , conviction, effort, 
and ability to express are amply 
evident in his performance , but 
this can never be enough to 
transform material of such little 
substance. 

It did strike me of course that 
perhaps we weren 't seeing Jarrett 
at his best. But I turn to the 
Scotsman Review and I find the 
Jarrett figure held in the now 
customary awe: "This outstanding 
and original musician gave 
tantalising glimpses of w,hat it can 
be like when the muse is seated on 
his shoulder." "G limpses" in fact 
was well chosen. All I can say is 
that I really admired the couple 
who walked out half way through. 
They were definitely the only ones 
who must have lsitened to the 
music and thought : "Good grief, 
what is this guy playing at?" 

Zap 

PS Important Jazz at Queen 's Hall 
this Friday, November 12th - See 

What's On feature 

Zero DB/ 
Zips for Lips 
Bedlam 

Zero DB play third-rate music
that's it in a nutshell - they're 
competent instrumentally, it's just 
the material that lets them down
drippy wet substandard Crusad
ers-type stuff. What a giveaway 
when they announce that their 
second track, Dance With Me, has 
been on Radio 2 a lot recently. 
(Incidentally, they don't write any 
of their own songs, as far as I can 
see.) Verdict-light-hearted pap. 
Well , some people enjoy it. 

Right - Zips for Lips- the most 
surprising and impressive thing 
was that they sounded so different 
from the last time I saw them only a 
fortnight ago. And for that matter 
they played a completely new set 
of eight tracks. Key-man Conway 
(who writes around two-thirds of 
the material) was much more 
prominent on bass, to the overall 
improvement of the band 's 
performance. The music 
throughout was intelligent and 
intricate, but as before bordered 
on the self-indulgent rather too 
often, e.g. Kettley 's Moog Point, 
which he announced to be 
"somewhat looser in construc
tion", was so loose as to have lost 
all sense of form. Other moments 
however caught them at their best , 
and at their best, ZFL are a fine 
outfit. Two nations (which for me 
was vaguely like Weather Report, 
first track, Black Market, 1976 - a 
complement) followed by Spam
burger Boogie were for example, 
impressive tracks. So, um, that's 
about it reall y - a mixed bag. 

Zap 

Sedu live scenery for the post- card enthusiast. 

through a series of flashbacks: substance. 
young lady suffering hangover of Kay Boyle's short story doesn 't 
childhood adulation, older man quite stretch to a 13/, hour film. 
rediscovering joys of youth in Mountaineering enthusiasts 
illicit relationship. But the should revel in the seductive 
ambiguity of Sean Connery's scenery and period detail , but for 
personality, beniga yet selfish and the rest of us , its cheaper to buy 
thoughtless is not exploited and the postcards. 
generally the characters have little Rupert Gordon 

Race for the 
Yankee Zephyr (A) 
Odeon 

There is plenty of action-packed 
adventure and romance in this 
Saturday matinee treat . The 
winning , evil, slick, Mr Brown 
(George Peppard) and his faithful 
gang hunt out two innocent 
helicopter pilots (sporting long 
hair and beards - the real rustic 
look) who live in a cosy, little 
mountain shack. The reason? 
Well, r•0tagonists have dis
covered a huge cargo of gold 
bullion in an old warplane which 
has crashed in an unknown 
mountain lake. Wow' One b·ig 
treasure hunt, and it's all very 
exciting. 

The boozy, old rustic and his 
cool, dashing, young partner hit 

the road - accompanied by an 
attractive, sensuous, yet at first 
unco-operative young lady - in 
an attempt to escape. Helicopters 
race through mountain gorges. 
There are kidnappings, shoot
outs. Never a dull moment. 

The friendly threesome , 
together will a dozen or so local 
mountain dwellers. manage to 
convert a smashed-up helicopter 
into a heli -buggy in no time ... yet, 
,t rolls of a cliff. The audience 
clutch their hearts. 

Mr B. 
gets shot at by the attractive . 
sensuous young lady, but she 
misses. The gang shoots back but 
they miss too. It 's pretty ~ven 
stakes. The triumphant trio dash 
away. by motorboat , yet the 
baddies are quickly on their heels. 

For dramatic excitement this is 
the to.ps. The photography is 
rather Jolly at times. 

Ian MacGregor 
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•••••• Tension • ••••• Satire 

Alan Watson: 
Drawings and 
Paintings 
The 369 Gallery 
Until 19th November 

Since its inception, almost five 
years ago, the 369 Gallery has 
implemented a policy of 
promoting the work of young 
Scottish artists, both here and 
abroad, and during this time has 
become the leading exponent in 
its field . Andrew Brown, the 
gallery's artistic director, believes 
that the best Scottish artists can 
hold their own with anyone, 
anywhere in the world and so, his 
enthusiastic process of promotion 
and exploration has continued 
with a successful show last year in 
London and future plans for 
participation next year in the 
Chicago Art Fair. 

A sketch by Alan Watson 

Arrested Flight 
Queen's Hall 
October 31-November 21 

"I have seized the light 
I have arrested i rs flight." 

So said Lou is Daguerre on 
achieving a practical photo
graphic process in the 19th 
century, and the Edinbu rgh 
Photographic Society, founded 
soon after h is death ir 1861, have 
aptly c/)osen this quotdtion to title 
their new exhib iti on at the Queen's 
Hall. Drops of water ,;himmering 
and f ragile on the intricately 
detailed wing of a green lacewing, 
whooper swans fly,11g in the early 
morning before a distant perspec
tive of snow covered P,mtlands, to 
a male torso strikingly high
lighted with the clever use of light 
and shade; the exhibition of 11 
panels of prints is intended to be 
representative of !hi! different 

One such young Scottish artist 
is Alan Watson , whose exhibition 
is currently running at the 369 
Gallery . Watson's work reflects 
some of the harsh rugged environ
ment of his country. His paintings 
are big, bold and black; portraying 
rivers, rock~ and Blackface sheep. 

The set of oaintinas. A.-:sasins 1. 2. 
3 and 4 seem to have a dark , 
unsettling quality, the black beret 
and dark sunglasses of the figures 
are terrorising. These fjgures are 
made all the more vio lent by the 
use of powerful, swinging brush
strokes. The collection of 
collages, Oberer Glacier 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 5, is strong, yet somehow 
subtle: landscapes showing ice, 
rocks and horizons. 

I noted with interest that several 
of Mr Watson's wor«s had been 
bought, a fact testifying to the 
gallery's success. As Andrew 
Brown said in BBC 1 'Spectrum ' 
programme on Sunday, "Paintings 
don't sell themselves, you have to 
sell them." This, he certainly is 
doing, and doing well and one 
can only hope he will continue to 
do so, thus bettering the good 
reputation he has, until now, so 
deservedly earned. 

GIies Sutherland 

types of work undertaken by the 
society as a whole, from colou r 
landscape to nude studies, and 
from amateur to professional. 
From the point oi view of quality 
and variety it is impressive, yet it 
has to be said that a shot of the 
original, of new and interesting 
perspectives, is lacking. 

Of the Society's premises at 68 
Great King Street, however, where 
four storeys of classes, lectures 
and developing facilities cater for 
600 members of varying 
capabilities (and 95 per cent are 
hobbyists, so don't be deterred if 
you're not yet one of the David 
Baileys of this world), there can be 
no complaints to make. If you want 
to lind out more about the 
Society's activities and are 
interested in joining, either 
contact Mrs J. B. Taylor, at 56 
Blacket Place, or go along to the 
premises at Great King Street any 
Wednesday at 7.30 pm. 

Katherine Need 

Tony Wood 
Motion Pictures 
Netherbow Arts 
Centre 

To be fair I did enjoy some of his 
Nork , mainly the titles! How 
Jnfortunate that he does not want 
us to read any significance into the 
subject, but to see them as works 
of line and colour, which I see as a 
largely unsuccessful exercise. 
Angle Brew 

Tony Wood referred to on his ---------------• 
nvitation as The Brighton Artist , 
circulated ' at the Private-view of 
his exhibition 'Motion Pictures· at 
the Neth&rbow Arts Centre, trying 
to explain why he covers his works 
with indiscriminate curving lines. 

Several pictures obviously 
warrant this style, to convey 
motion, for example 'Beirut in the 
Home Counties' or to merge and 
minole moments and experiences, 
as in Sh_e quite likes the style, but 
·do they match her lipstick. 

"But", the artist revealed to me, 
"the lines are not supposed to 
convey motion; they are there to 
create tension". In which case a 
smaller number achieve his aim. 
How can he hope to convey totally 
different emotions by repating 
similar lines again ana again, 
irrespective of the subject matter 
or emotional Content? 

He believes the subject is 
subsiduary to the lines. And the 
colour is not consciously planned 
to express emotion . As it happens, 
it does reflect the setting ; Brighton 
Night Clubs where he has 'hung 
out' have led to the insipid colours. 
All reds and greens are 
synthesised into single synthetic 
tones. An interest ing observation 
but aesthet ic ally very un
sat isfactory. 

At times these curves work well , 
but I had the constant suspicion 
that it was an arbitrary bit of luck, 
that he had no idea or 
preconception of why or how they 
worked. In one of the few works I 
liked Ralph and a friend enjoying 
themselves, the lines give a simple 
suggestion of litter in the flat
but not of tension! 

I asked the artist whether he 
painted for his own satisfaction ; he 
answered that we wants to express 
feelings to other people, but 
admitted the complexities 
involved in realising just how a line 
or colour is going to affect others. 
Kandinsky, who I mention mainly 
because Tony Wood cited him as 
someone who had influenced him, 
had thought about the nature of 
radiating lines, and the tension 
they create whereas Tony seems 
to be rather unsure of the reasons 
behind his technique and rather 
fortuitous with his curves: an artist 
restricted by the dominance of a 
,ery limiting style. 

CAK! 

Alexei Sayle 
Queen's Hall 

My first view of Alexei S~vle was 
when he appeared on the 
controversial BBC 'Alternative 
Comedy' Show Boom, Boom out 
go the lights, filmed in London. It 
was clear even then, that Alexei 
was going to be big-very big. His 
chance might have come in the 
form of OTT, but, alas, the series 
was a flop and has become the 
Albatross around Alexei's neck . 
• At last Alexei Sayle has decided 

to shake off the OTT embrace and 
embark on a tour of his own, 
something he should have done a 
long while ago. 

I was pleasantly surprised to 
find local lad Dave Robertson 
opening the show with his brash 
and linguistically uncultured 
poetry . It was difficult to find fault 
in his exuberant performance, 
thou·gh his delivery was 
sometimes touch and go. 

Dave left the stage to much 
applause making way for Studio 2, 
a dismal band who didn't seem to 
know whether their musical 
leaning was towards reggae, Rand 
B or futurist (if there is such a 
thing). 

At last Alexei Sayle bounced 
onto the stage to the peels of 
the James Bond theme, and 
proceeded to satirize community 
policing, social workers, the Hall 
and Stoke Newington in rapid 
succession , though returning to 
Stoke l\tewington at various points 
during the show. 

·"There's a Youth Opportunity 
programme around our way." 
shouted Sayle. "It's called 
Rioting!" 

Sayle, who calls himself a 
Marlist / Leninist comedian is 
fundamentally a satirist for 

intellectuals. This is clear from his 
references to Jean Paul Sartre and 
Marxist/Engels communism. He 
turned his attention to Sweden 
with the line "Sweden is about as 
exciting as an award • inning 
cartoon from Poland" - Nobody 
in the audience understood it but 
everyone laughed. Perhaps some 
film buff could explain it to me. 

Alexei turned to the SOP to 
deliver the greatest satirical simile 
of the night. "The SOP are like a 'K 
,Tel' Record - same fucking shit 
just in a different sleeve". 

Sayle declared that he was a 
Marxist comedian , that he was not 
racist or sexist "I don't know why I 
was on OTT", he admits. But he 
also sees himself as a rock singer 
who doesn't sing and doesn't have 
anything to do with music . This is 
quite true. His songs included a 
Leonard Cohen impression, 
Marcel Marceaux impersonat
ing Bruce Springsteen, and the 
infamous "Hello John, Got a new 
motor?" and all were shouted 

rather than sung , 
urnmpressIve tunes. 

to bland , 

The lyrics were witty and topical 
but often spoilt by a liberal helping 
of swear words. It seems a pity that 
a political and social saritist ot 
such quality as Alexei Sayle 
should be so prone to going 'Over 
the top' in this manner. His 
suggestive anecdotes and 'one 
liners' are by far superior to his 'Mr 
Seary' jokes. 

" \ tried sucking a fisherman's 
friend but he didn't like it!" is far 
more humourous than a string of 
four letter words. 

As a whole, however, the 
evening was genuinely entertain
ing with the audience warming to 
Alexei's satirical humour like St 
Joan on the Stake, and I left the 
Hall with the feeling that I had just 
witnessed England's answer to 
Billy Connolly, at his most satirical 
best. 

Ian Stewart 

Tonight until Sat 13 5.00/8.00 
Herzog 's astonishing FITZCARRALDO (A) 

Thur 11/Sat 13 7.00 Chandler & Co 
FAREWELL MY LOVELY + 

Sat 13 2.00/ 11 .15 
APOCALYPSE NOW (X) Dolby Stereo 

Sun 14-Sat 20 6.15/8.30 (also 4.15 Wed 17) 
Peter Greenaway's brilliant and intriguing 
THE DRAUGHTSMAN'S CONTRACT (AA) 
Janet Suzman, Anthony Higgins, Anne Louise 
Lambert 

THE LONG GOODBYE 

Fri 12 7.00 Chandler & Co 
THE BIG SLEEP + Guest Lecture by Al Clark 
(author of Raymond Chandler In Hollywood) 

Mon 15-Sat 20 Various times 
LONDON FILM FESTIVAL ON TOUR 
Different programme each day 

COMING 
SOON! ,. 

Neil Jordan's thriller ANGEL/ Jeremy Irons in MOONLIGHTING/ 
3D thrills with THE BUBBLE/THE CHOSEN 
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Colours 
Rab Stevenson 
finds new hope, in 
a student bar . 

Flying 
structure melodically correct. Not 
unlike a refined version of the 
Bunnymen's WIii Sargeant, he'll 
probably soon be similarly 
accused . of propagating sixties 
West Coast guitar psychedelia, 
but as he proves towijrds the end 
of their first number. Near To Her 

Anyone who has a heart will tell Heart , the one with the soft 
you that the home-town search for throbbing bass line, he can cut 
young musical talent is an endless hard edges just like The Cure used 
and more of ten than not fruitless to do until they forgot how to 
task . How doubly depressing it is smile. 
then to find that, given the recent I f these constant cross-
closure of the city's best home- references bother you, relax, it's 
growing venues, the small-fry, all part of the Colour's naive charm 
would-be big-time game is . as well as being their BIG problem. 
increasingly concen trated in thei Much of it boils down to lethargy. 
depressingly grotty Students.; Halliday doesn't push himself to . 
Union, where musical apprecia-':; the limit. The annoyance of seeing 
tion takes a firm backseat to bar c: one idea per song bleed to death is 
profiteering . Of course, it's good~ amplified by the promise inherent 
to see someone else give the .. in the tact that each composition 
nursery bands a chance, but, inc£: explores totally different avenues 
this case, after three consecutive of thought. Taken step by step the 
weekends spent suffering from Tell Me A Colour making faces in the Chambers Street set dissolved into a series of 
heat exhaustion, smoke intoxica- w1fdnerness. separative issues, listless, languid 
tion and generally anti-social and overly to ng . As one wack at 
scenes like the popcorn-in-pints identity crisis will be the biggest retains a gravel-coated quality the bar put it: "Yeah, 1 really like 
chimps tea party witnessed on my headache if success comes their reminiscent of the young Jullan the first ten minutes of that one." 
last visit, one begins to wonder way, but then for Tell Me A Colour Cope. Add to this a phraseology The song referred to is the gem 
who's doing who the favour. (awful name. boys, reminds me of akin to the Fur's Rick Butler. plus in their collection. On Mondays 

But, just when the oath is about playing "She loves me/She loves similar fractured lyrical style and They Close, an almost unbeliev-
to be taken never to set foot in me not" with daisies when I was the overall impression is interest- able mix of the Velvets' All 
such squalor again. up pop tou r 10), serious study students to a ing, if not unique. Hullah's major Tomorrow's Parties and spartan 
young men with a debut demo man, such t alk is palpably drawback is the Jack-the-lad Celtic backbeat, is a most unusual 
tape and an invitation to attend premature. Though mildly mythology which clouds his every concoction, standi ng miles apart 
their first-ever performance in that impressed, at least by the breath. Lines like So we went out from th e carefully crafted guitar 
place. Foreknowledge warned that execution of their recorded sound, drinking and painted the town, in cloisters which cloak the likes of In 
the demo was a last-minute job, the wavering nature of their colours that God only knows are the Wilderness. 
undertaken for the sole purpose of commitment led me to expect passe, even by Wheel tappers and All in all Tell Me A Colour dealt 
securing this said precious gig, nothing less than the usual Shunters· standards. But this is a admirably with the basic problem 
but close scrutiny revealed a disappointment. Not a bit of it' sideline, the main story (and athand-comingthroughthefirst 
moodish intrigue that promised Vocalist Paul Hullah, who future) as concerns Tell Me A gig unscathed. Apart from a little 
much for a part-time group with sidelines as a rock writer for this Colour, rests squarely on the callousness with the length of their 
only four practices to their credit very rag, quickly overcame an slender shoulders of songwriter/ songs, what they need above all is 
all told. early bout of anxiety to prove that guitarist David Halliday. to treat themselves as serious pop 

Amused as always by the his true inclination is to be found Such a shy boy, he hardly prospects, otherwise they may as 
plagiarism of innocents, the Furs/ when facing blank faces rather moved from the spot all night, well give up now and join the long 

Found myself in bed with 'Flu for 
most of the weekend - at least 
that's what she said her name was 
- so there's not much hip ana 
trendy verbosity to convey to you 
this time. However, lads and 
lasses, your main-man did 
manage to catch the formidable 
Tell Me A Colour debut gig (review 
elsewhere). Not a bad concert, but 
isn't that singer a dick. guys and 
gals? Straddled off to loopy 
Laura's ultra-cool shindig later in 
the evening to find a full-house, 
along with various bemused 
looking Heyt Elastlca members 
wondering who had nicked their 
twelve inch single. Soames points 
to the accusatory finger - the one 
in every pie - at anyone he meets. 
But he's a liar. Associates' Alan 
Rankine's oetting £5,000 for a 
thirty second Opal Fruits advert 
sound track - what is the world 
coming to. Makes my mouth water. 
and also, as a treat . 

EDINBURGH'S TOP TEN 
INDEPENDENT SINGLES 

1. Shipbuilding - Robert Wyatt 
2. Pillar to Post - Aztec Camera 
3. That's What Good Friends Are 

For - Brilliant 
4. Baby Turns Blue - Virgin 

Prunes 
5. How Does It Feel - Crass 
6. Drumbeat For !3aby -

Weekend 
7. Suicide Buq - Action Pact 
8. Beasts - Sex Gang Children 
9. Wave - Passage 

10. Cast a Long Shadow -
Monochrome Set 

Cure/ Bunneymen intent, captured than the blank page. Singing much concentrating instead on picking list of weekend ··tor a laugh" 
in snatches of almost every song, the same way as he speaks, in a through those chiming guitar bands. 1 hope they make the right Kindly compiled by Nick and 

l
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Your Song 
The Rocket Man is 
back. Andy Warren 
was on the launch
pad. 

Let's just dispose.of the support 
before we turn the clock back a 
decade to the music of EJ. Not 
sure how much I missed of The 
Stargazers - probably not 
enough. In fact it weren't that bad 
- some slick rock 'n' roll -double 
bass played by a guy flat on his 
back - but good clean fun I guess. 

Then there was Ell - looking 
like the admiral of the fleet or the 
Tsar of Russia or someth ing. He 
opened with Funeral For a Friend/ 
Love Lies Bleeding ; dry ice, plenty 
of lights, it was back to another era 
(1973) and the first of mani. trips 
down memory lane. It was even the 
same old band back together 
again. Davey Johnstone played 
half a dozen flashy guitars, Dee 
Murray, impressive Stenberger 
bass. and Nigel Olsson, very basic 
percussion. It all sounded exactly 
like the record (including the 
occasional tape), but was still 
lively and convincing. In so many 
ways 1t was a return to those 
halcyon days of the early 
seventies , and Elton gave us a 
whole collecuon of oldies, 15 out 

of 24 were written in 1970-75, his 
best period, and easily the best 
tracks ol the night. Slow ones like 
Someone Saved My Lile Tonight 
and Market Man and energetic 
numbers, Pinball Wizard and 
Saturday showed that Elt can still 
do it. He was up to all his old tricks 
on Bennie and the Jets - playing 
lrom underneath the piano. 
standing on top of it, whipping up 
the eager crowd. giving us cheeky 
dinky little solos. Yeah, great stuff. 
The newer material was mixed -
Song tor Guy and Blue Eyes were 
OK, other, like the new single, A// 
Quiet on the Western Front, were 
pretty disposable. For that matter, 
one or two of the old taves came 
over as totally uninspired: Your 
Song and Daniel and Goodbye 
Yel!ow Bric~ oad showed a band 
doing no mure than laboriously 
going through the motions. Well , I 
suppose it must be quite tedious 
the 400th time! But anyway, 
despite their odd moments, the 
tempo or the atmosphere rarely 
flagged. It was a night o f great 
entertainment - especially for the 
nostalgic softies like myself - a 
real tonic lor the troops. As Bernie 
Taup,n puts it , "Shit , he ain't no 
James . Bond, but I'll tell you 
nobody does ,t better '(courtesy of 

the programme I couldn 't afford 
but borrowed) . (PS Many thanks 
to the Playhouse.) 

Lexicography 
As simple as .. 
Graeme Wilson 
proves he can 
spell . 

It's quite a while since I was last 
in the Playhouse. Sad to see that 
nothing·s changed. Little girls 
(and boys too) still spend money 
stolen from their mothers' purses 
on overpriced memorabilia . But 
less cynicism I te ll myself. More 
criticism! 

THE LEXICON OF ABC 
A is for 'All of my Heart ': Ventricles, 
auricles , the whole blood
pumping thing Take it, and keep it 
safe. 
Bis for Brass: 'All that gli sters isn't 
gold', but this brass is rich enough. 
C is for Class: The whole show as 
immaculately cut as the bands 
suits. A style to fit all tastes and 
look complete. 
D is for Dance: How we wish we 
could. But constrained by seats 
and bouncers we can but shuffle 
- but with style. 
E is for Elegance: Need I say 
more? What more can be said 
except that this is elegance 
personified 
G 1s lor Glitter All those sequins 
must have ~aken their mothers 
hours 
H is for Horns: As 1n Brass. 

I is for: I loved every minute of this . 
J is for juvenile admirers: Shouting 
'I love you' between songs and 
th rowing roses 'With Love lrom 
Rhona' onto the stage, but never 
throwing themselves in an attempt 
to kiss as at David Sylvain. True 
love is never possessive. 
K is tor Kismet: 'The cruel fate that 
parts so many lovers. 
L is for 'Look of Love': 'I've seen it 
in your eyes and read it in books, 
but who wants love without looks?' 
Who indeed. 
M is for Martin Fry: The suavest 
man who ever lived? For sure he 
inhabits that lounge where only 
the slickest may live, and he's a 
certain ty for the 'Tuxedo Hall of 
Fame' along with Bryan Ferry, 
Tom Wolfe etc. 
N is for No new Songs: 
Unfortunate, but with the old ones 
so perfect who would dare ask for 
more? 
0 is for 'Once upon a Time': The 
beginning of any great story. ABC 
tell great stories to break the heart 
and wet the eye. 
P is for Poison Arrow: Shot 
straight through the heart, once 
with a Jazz/Blues tip and again 
honed to studio sharpness. Each 
time more accurate than any 
Exocet. 
R is for Rhyme: Mr Fry·s vocal 
prose avoids tripping itself up as It 
twis_ts ~nd turns v:ith astonishing 
flexibility of ,mage. 

South Bridge, Edinburgh. 
Be good. 

'-

S 1s for Style: Style is never out of 
style. 
T is tor Tears (they're not enough): 
No, they never were, and never 
could be. 
U is for Unique Presentation: On a 
stacked stage, like some 40's 
swing ~and they tell us that this 
theatre is 'Our idea of beauty'. This 
makes a change from 'Haaloo 
Edinburra' 
V is for Violins: The six-piece 
string section . As if further proof 
were required here it is. Five guys 
from Sheffield, home of heavy 
metal (both types). and the bring 
strings on stage. This must be 
different. 
W is for World Tour: On which 
ABC are presently engaged. 
X is for Xylophone : No mere 
alphabetical convenience , but the 
ring ,n 'St Valentine's Day'. 
Y 1s for You : You were there, 
weren 't you? 
Z is for Zzzz: No one fel l asleep. 
From A-Z, ABC are complete . A 
complete fact borne out by 
complete fiction A beginning , but 
also an end . 



EURFC: The Way 
Forward 

1/ ~ 
There exists a strong lobby in / A 

~~f~:~s~h:ti~i~e~;i\~nr~;~~e~s ti~a~ ? ,_,H•'IU·'-'"""° 
state of col lapse. This article wi ll C) 
adress the basis for and 'implica- !) · 
lions of this view with specific , 
regard to the problems facing ~ 
Edinburgh University's XV. f 

Few of those attending the ~ 
EURFC annual dinner in May 1982 ~ cl 
could possibly have forgotten the 
reception given SAU representa
tive Bob Brown when he waxed ..__/r 
lyrical about the poor state of 0~ , 
Scottish university rugby He was ,~l -::'.'.Q 
given a hard time by dissenters ' tJ -
who obviously held their own , , . 
views and strong ones at that r • · , • / 

Strikingly, the hard core of these , "' · 0 ~"' .! I -= 
dissenters were the alumni, dear / '> • , \\ c,"' .__, 
departed old stalwarts of the club > ~ ~?' ~ ' 1 // 
who heard only heresy in Mr t O 

\., ( 0 J f) 

they were getting pissed and \ () , // 
Brown's words; partly because , \b \ ~ 1 I /J 

having a high old time. and partly ' , , ' 
perhaps out of a misguided sense ( ~ ,f f 1

1 
\ , ' ' 

of fa.ir play, standing up fearlessly ~ 1 ( / ( \ 
ag ainst a man denigrating ,('I i { 
un iversity rugby in the presence of O G3i 
those who had provided his meal- ' .,.. 
ticket for that evening. Whatever 11 \\ \ \) I I I 
their reasons, this incident · I 

demonstrated (a) the prevalence 1 
. 7t&I 

in official circles of a strongly 
pessimistic view of university 
rug by; (b) the resilience of our 
club secretary, whose call to order 
was particularly effective, and (c) 
that most members held the topic 
to be less important than the 
immediate task in hand, to finish 
off the bottle and order another 
asap. 

But the condition of university 
rugby in Scotland is important -

those who believe that EURt-G has 
little or no future to speak of. 
Results obviously speak for them
selves. But there are several 
questions one has to ask to fathom 
the fundamental weaknesses of 
university rugby upon which the 
pessimistic school build their 
"negative" view of university 
rugby. 

How does a club with an 
vitally important - for the future of enthusiastic captain, committee 
the club. Old men can reminisce and coach who belong to a large 
about Edinburgh undergraduate university membersh ip of 10,000 
jocks in the national Scottish side fail to prosper in the rugby world? 
- and they tell their stories well. The answer is simple. Many of 
Yet no one can deny the rich those eligible to play for the 
tradit ion in rugby football which Unive r si t y as matriculated 
Edinburgh University c laims for students don't; instead they elect 
itself. But today the club identity to play fo r more competitive 
shows increasingly distressing divisional sides and this the 
signs of alienat ion fro m this rich pessimists would argue is the 
and glor ious past. This is evident if cause of the ma laise. Those who 
one looks at EURFC's berth in a seek " rugger fun" outside the 
lowly 4th division in the National University do so because 
Leagues. People like Bob Brown Ed inburgh is no longer a front
reckon the situation can on ly get rank rug by c lub. Since the early 
worse. Is he and other people of 70s and the fou ndation of the 
this school justified in their national leagues the club has 
critique? Let's look at the plummetted; though keen 
evidence. observers might argue that this 

The essential c riteria by which decline has not been as marked as 
one must judge university rugby is for certain other Scottish varsity 
the performance of its 1st XV. rugby clubs; St Andrews, Strath
Wh ile advocating that any club is clyde or Glasgow for example. 
only as good as its 1st XV one However, fai lure in such a league 
cannot risk offending the whole structure tends to have a 
cl ub by labelling every university cumulative effect, the further the 
rugby side to be as bad as its 1 st fall the harder it is to recover. 
XV- obviously this is not so; each EURFC has been caught up in 
team has its own level and this downward spi ral for many 
competes in its respective league years and yet has been fortunate 
for better or worse, enhancing its enough to have staggered its 
own individual identities. There decline. The size of the University 
are also those who migh t has ensured this survival. But 
emphasise the social aspects of survival is all it is. The present 
the club and they would be quite problems will never go away -
righ t in so doing. But the priority unless the University starts 
is success and few can argue that winning again. The pessimists like 
EURFC has tasted its frui ts in a Bob Brown may well be right to 
long time. hold a vote of no confidence in 

Noth ing succeeds like success, Scottish university rugby. Only 
as the proverb goes. Well, it is t rue results can prove them wrong. 
that EURFC can't boast too many Whether the Univers ity rugby side 
successes in recent yea rs. There can achieve this is open to doubt. 
has been the odd pinnacle, most But one never knows. Results are 
nctably the promising results in necessary to revive credibility in 
EURFC's Easter tour of Bri t ish the club and it is suggested that if 
Columbia, Canada in 1982, but no hese are not fo rthcoming drastic 
signs of any long-term improve- act ion might be necessary to avoid 
ment have been manifest and the the fi nal steps into complete 
temptation is to join the ranks of obscurity. 

Women's Hockey Report 

On Wednesday at Peffermi ll the 
1 st XI recorded an unconvincing 
1-0 victory against Dundee 
University. This lack l ust re 
performance was punctuated with 
ae1ens1ve mistakes, the only 
high light coming with Harriet 
Freeman's goal. On Satu rday a 
revita lised 1st XI held National 
League Division II leaders 
Perthshire to a goalless • draw. 
Countless Perthshire attacks were 
dealt with competently by a solid 
defence, with Lyndsey Kinness 
(Capt.) at centre midfield having 
an inspired game. The Edinburgh 
attack managed to penetrate a well 
organised Perthshire defence on 
several occasions, with Elaine 
Makein just failing to round off an 
excellent game by converting 
several opportunities. This result 
leaves the University unbeaten in 
national league fixtures . 

The 2nd XI recorded two 
convincing wins this weekend , 
with a 3-1 win against Leith on 
Saturday being followed up by a 6-
0 win over Portobello on Sunday; 
two goals on Saturday from Ruth 
Mac Kay were followed up by a hat
trick on Sunday. 

Race 
Hare & Hounds - - --

unce again our saturday 
afternoon was in pictureskew 
Glasgow at the University 5 11, milH 
road race. This was a straight race 
for a change with no teams to be 
picked and no titles to be won , just 
the personal glory although there 
was precious little of that with 
nobody really showing top form. 
There were still some respectable 
runs thougn. Don the Bomb came 
28th in a field of around SOO in a 
time of 26 mins 16 sees and 
Graeme Haddow (26:33) and Paul 
Pallidino (26:38) were not far 
behind. Ewan didn't do badly 
considering he must have been 
nearly sober by the end of five 
miles and Pat Kearns might not 
have run like a damp squid if he 
had saved his fireworks till the 6th 
of Nov. Graeme still has a bit to 
learn about gymnastics but 
hopefully he will have perfected 
the double back-flip with half 
rotation for the E to G next week. 
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OntheUp • 
Squas1141-------

Until last weekend the ·two 
University squash tea~s had been 
playi ,ng with dazzling consistency 
- the second team had won every 
game by a large margin ... and the 
first team had lost every match by 
an enormous margin. In fact, after 
every first team match comments 
such as "It can only get better"; "If 
it doesn't get any better then it'll 
die" and "Bugger this, let's go to 
the pub" fi lled the dressing room. 
After watching one first team 
sacrifice an innocent bystander 
commented that he thought the 
only reason they played squash 
was to go and consume vast 
amounts of alcohol afterwards. 
Unfortunately this blasphemer has 
since been shot and his skull has 
been hung outside the Southsider 
as a warning to others . 

It was with this record in mind 
that the University team 
(consisting of 10 people) went to 
Stirling for the first round of the 
Scottish Universities Squash 
Championships on the 6th and 
7th . Confidence was high -
bearing in mind the successful 
second team was making up half 
the team - until the captain told 
us that our first match was against 
Strathclyde , the reigning 
champions . At th is, normally sane 

The hero 's performance on 
Saturday came from Alan who 
sped through the pack with a late 
burst to prove a point or two. There 
was concentration written all over 
the back of his head as he passed 
me and no doubt he was aiming for 
a place in the E to G team. 

Pat scores 4 out of 1 O for 
socialising with the proletariat this 
week . He actually came back with 
us on the coach giving the 
Freshers a rare chance to catch a 
glimpse of him. In case anyone is 
still not sure who he is, he is the tall 
thin chap with large knees and a 
short hair cut. He is also club 
treasurer and has recently bought 
himself a new Mini. Very nice it is 
too so you can be sure that our 
funds are being used well. 

On the bus the vets did their 
reputation as choristers no harm 
although. Don·s key change in the 
middle of songs leaves something 
to be desired. Their knowledge of 

squash players ran screaming 
from the Pleasance in search of a 
few pints to calm their nerves. This 
form of training - strong!y 
recommended by the squash club 
- had the ideal effect and after an 
hour of play Strathclyde must have 
felt that they had been hit by a 
runaway beer barrel because 
Edinburgh had at last remembered 
how to win a squash match and the 
incredible 8-1 victory bore this out. 

After picking themselves off the 
floor and pinching themselves to 
make sure it was true, the team 
went back to Edinburgh to get an 
early night for the two matches 
against Stirling and Heriot-Watt 
on Sunday. Well , actually they 
dived straight into the nearest pub 
and drank themselves silly. 

The follow i ng day the 
Edinburgh team began somewhat 
lazily against Stirling but still 
achieved a 6-3 victory. However, in 
the afternoon, with the prospect of 
getting back to the Southsider in 
their minds, the team was 
galvanised into action and handed 
Heriot-Watt a comprehensive 9-1 
defeat to end the weekend a full 10 
points ahead of the second placed 
team. They now go forward to the 
finals in February to be held in 
Aberdeen . 

Nick Vandome 

'Tie Me Kangaroo Down· does 
make you wonder what they do 
during practicals. There are 
various rumours in circulation 
about what happened on Saturday 
evening but no one seems to have 
a complete picture. There are 
several tall stories about super
human feats of anti-peristals is but 
I must remind people that to 
qualify for the Hairies Honk 
League all such events must be 
reliably witnessed. §iill , actions 
speak launder than words and the 
pace of the Sunday 10 miler was 
decidedly pedestrian. 

In the absence of Phil , Hugh 
tried very hard to earn title of 
Tortoise of the week and is 
therefore disqualified. Tortoise 
this week is probably Peter but 
Seb was showing some promise 
for the future. 

It is the Edinburgh to Glasgow 
relay next weekend so good luck, 
stay cool and hang loose team. 
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Cuts Hit Voluntary 
Organisations 

resident is lucky enough to get a 
Job, his or her earnings have to 
replace the supplement. thus 
arises the cruel predicament of a 
labourer earning £90 per week, 
and winding up with £5 pocket 
money. For hostel residents 
supplementation simply repre
sents continued institutional
isation - it takes away any 
incentive to look for a job or stand 
on their own two feet. 

G 
GUR 
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IDU 

NEN 
GRD 

The summary report of 
last mo nth's Lothian 
Region Conservative 
Group seminar has 
leaked to the press. In 
accordance with nation
wide policy the group are 
to axe at least £4 million 
from social work. Options 
include termination of 
voluntary children's 
homes and reduction of 
grants to voluntary 
organisations , saving 
£550,000. A further 
consideration is to cut the 
whole of support funding 
to voluntary organisa
tions. 

Supported votuntarles - there 
are 107 In Lothian - don't have the 
reserves of large-scale phil
anthropic organisations to with
stand high loan charges and 
delayed funding. Such measures 
will drastically reduce their 
effectiveness. If the whole of 
support tundlng Is cut, over one 
hundred Edinburgh organisa
tions will cease to exist. 

This comes at a time of 
accelerating social deprivation 
and unrest. The '81 riots had 
smaller counterparts in Niddrie 
and Craigmillar which have been 
continually covered up by the 
police. Scotland ' s culturally 
repressed population is poten
tially explosive. 

Susceptible voluntaries cover a 
wide spectrum of social needs. 
The Craigmillar Festival Soc_iety 
operates to make life bearable, part
icularly for youngsters, in Edin
burgh's worst and deliberately 
isolated housing scheme. The 
Barony Housing Association and 
its street level corollary Contact 
Point provide a vital service in 
helping those released from 
prison and psychiatric institution 
to adjust and cope . Signs are that 
voluntaries may band together 
and their struggle for survival 
might become a political battle. 
The Citizens Rights Office, 
dispensing a universal social 
service, has had its back to the wall 
throughout this government's 
term of office. Organisations like 
these are now threatened with 

DELMONTES 
REVISITED 
The Delmontes have never 

impressed me, have never made 
me feel that they possessed the 
attack , the ambition and the vision 
to aspire to anything higher than a 
preciously parochial niche, one 
reeking of mediocrity and unful
filled dreams. So much for 
scepticism and professed 
feminine intitution. So much for 
offhand dismissals of them as just 
another band, as one crosses the 
dance-floor, already preoccupied 
with the next drink rather than with 
the band on stage. 

STOP' LOOK! LISTEN! . to 
your heart and to the rejuvenated, 
jiced up Delmontes. Prepare to 
reshuffle your preconceptions. 
NOW! 

The Delmontes forthcoming 
single provides a bitter-sweet 
shock , a shock that is evocative of 
the sugars and spices of life. How 
do I reach this conclusion? How 
did )hey reach this new thresh
hold of hope? First they acquirea 
new management in the shape 01 
ex-Valves sticksman Gordon Dair. 
then the brother/ sister, bass/ 
drums combination of Gordon and 
Bernice Simpson departed , 
leaving an opening for former 
Freeze drummer Neil Braidwood 
to move in. The master stroke 
comes in the guise of Alan 
Rankine, whose services were 
sought as producer of the single 
and pushers of their now signed 
and sealed deal with Warner 
Brothers. On the evidence of the 

extinction. Yet even within the 
present scenario Acts of 
Parliament conspire to aggravate 
the voluntary's inception, and limit 
its continuing operation. 

Section 10 of the Social Work 
(Scotland) Act 1968 generally 
operales on a "pump priming" 
basis. This is the way organisa
tions like Barony can be financed . 
Say you wish to set up a soup 
kitchen in Leith at a cost of £10,000 
a year: Local Council might ask 
you to raise £1,000 yourself , and 
the balance would be "pumped" 
from Central Government for a 
trial period - usually three to five 
years . If by that lime a social need 
had been established, the balance 
would switch to Local Govern
ment, who would reap the benefit 
of your £1 ,000 input. The problem 
here is that such schemes rely 
entirely upon individual initiative 
to get started: it's a remarkable fact 
that without this factor supported 
voluntaries simply would not exist. 
Financially, Section 10 creates a 
two-horned dilemma for the 

Mike Harland, Barony's director, 
has tried to evolve a new method 
for financing voluntary housing 
organisations to make their 
running cheaper and more 
effective, for which there has been 
considerable support both from 
voluntar ies and politically . The 
Section 10 block grant would be 
replaced by a three-tier stream
lined means of finance: salaries 
would tie paid by the Social Work 
Department , the Housing 
Corporation would take care of 
building maintenance and 
management , whilst supple
mentation with its attendant faults 
would be replaced by direct DHSS 
payment to r esidents. This 
scheme could in time become a 
blueprint for supported housing 
associations, provided they 
survive Government cutbacks 
presently in the pipeline. 

Tony Wallis 
voluntary organisation: project ...... ------------• 
costs are fixed , ensuring no Bannennans, for DON BASIL'S darling little 
growth; and the whole operation is black-stockinged legs. 
subject, particularly at present, to Making no mention of 
the whim of Local Government. Bedlam, "MUOWEAK's" rapidly declining 

Section •79 of the Criminal readership, (and we must all join 
Justice (Scotland) Act 1980 B red & forces with· the Ecologist Groups 
primarily provides money for ex- 0 om here in thinking Paper Recycling A 
offenders schemes. Here the Local VERY GOOD THING) let us move 
Authority must be willing to Bollocks swiftly on to consider more 
release 20 per cent finance, and interesting news of which there is 
the balance is paid by Central Foreword : The characters a complete DIRTH this week. 
Government. This relates directly mentioned in this column may at MARTIN "NOT SO HOT IN 
to Barony's needs and yet, since present only be known to a small DAYLIGHT" FRY and band ABC 
1980, no Section 79 money has minority of Student readers . DO must have been singularly 
been released to any local NOT DESPAIR for (1) This is more impressed with the elitist watering 
organisation . Last year the Social reason to rejoice and (2) In the hole BANNERMAN'S as they 
Work Services Group, within the Course of time you will become spent four hours there between 11 
SED, had available £450,000 for INTIMATELY ACQUAINTED with am and 3 pm on Sunday morning 
allocation under Section 79. all of them, and will be able to discussing business after their 
Where has it gone? The money has approach various ot'them in the Saturday night gig . 
been lost forever since Local POTTERROW with such intri- SCANDAL of the week comes 
Authority wipes clean its guing opening lines as " I hear you from the Fine Art Dept. where MR 
computer at the end of the (1) Are an embezzler of University K. M. BURY has openly admitted 
financial year. It may even have funds. (2) Have attempted to to exhibiting "PORNOGRAPHIC" 
been used as part alternative to the strangle your land lady. (3) Wear slides in his first year lectures. 
Rate Support Grant, the issue that contact lenses. The bevy of beauties by which 
ousted the rebel Labour Group Short eyesight incidentally ,s IN these lectures are reputedly 
last year. Who suffers? Ex- this year as the abundance o f gold attended may well feature strong ly 
offenders in particular. wire spectacles in the Bedlam will in the results of this column's 

Supplementation (Parts 111 and show. Here, GLANDULAR FEVER "WHO IS THE FAIREST OF THEM 
IV National Assistance Act 1948) is currently OE RIGEUR. So if your ALL?" competition to be printed 
covers the fixed income rate for planning on seeing this week 's next week'. Readers are invited to 
individuals living in registered double bill , pick a seat well send their votes for The Fairest 
hostels . 11 provides personal towards the back , avoid the Male, The Fairest Female and the 
spending money and pays for a temptation to embrace any of the Freshest First Year to "Student" 
breakdown of the services each leads after the show, and Offices to arrive not later than 
resident receives . However, if a WHATEVER HAPPENS watch out Monday 15th Nov. 

advance tape recorded at Basing 
St Studios, The Delmontes have 
finally delivered the goods. 

Forget the slender stylistics of 
the past, which lacked an implicit 
passion , an implicit commi tm ent, 
'even an definite direction. The 
three new songs on this tape see 
1he Delmontes animating their 
previously wallpaper thin 
background offerings and 
animating this audience. 1 ne 
quirky erroneousness of the first 
single Tous Les Soirs is banished 
as they swell into a new maturity. 

Thursday, I Won 't Give In , and th,e 
infini tel y danceable When I Feel 
The Beat Of The Drum herald in a 
new era for The Delmontes. The 
depth of sound here directs them 
towards stridency, moving away 

from their customary tentative 
approach. Braidwood's drcimsk 
dependable, yet unobtrusive, 
augment their sound greatly and 
Gillian Miller's keyboards appear 
less of a prop for weaker songs 
and more of an integrated element 
o f these new strong ones . Julie 
Hepburn's vocals have developed 

a resonance and a concentration 
ins tead of the elements of 
introspective preoccupation 
present previously . All three songs 
have a feeling of coherance and 
strength , and the production fuses 
the parts together, resulting in a 
polished pop that deserves not 
only to be heard but to be danced 
to. The last few times I've seen The 
Delmontes , I've experienced 
terminal deja vu. I look forward to 
the future with a sweet and 
pervasive sense of anticipation . 

Caroline Binnie. 

GREAT 
POETS: 

W. B. Kinnoch died on 71 
November 1964 at the age of 23 
His last words were " Glug!". Pno 
to this articulate end he had hel 
forth on every aspect of life an 
death , starting with a declaratio 
that he thought Descartes was 
t,as-been and therefore couldn' 
be. After three days of similar! 
preposterous and nonsensical 
postulation , a friend of Kinnoch' 
noted that the world record for 
deathbed speech had alread 
been exceeded by 12 hours, and 
quietly suggested that the poet 
might now consider dying and le 
everyone go about their business. 
Kinnoch obliged , and with a 
prolonged death-rattle he slipped 
away to that Great Saloon Bar in 
the sky. 

Who was W . B . Kinnoch 
anyway? Why has no attention 
been paid to his poetry, which 
surely rates as among the greatest 
to have emerged from Peebles ln 
the latter half of the 20th century. 
These questions, and many mor 
besides, are answered in a delight 
fully readable volume, W. B. 
Kinnoch: A Life Unacknowledged, 
available from next week . Written 
with great fluency by Tatiana 
Stellanetti and printed by th 
Gorbals Publishers Co-operative, 
I'm sure you will agree that at 
£14 .95 this book is a bargain not to 
be ignored. 

To answer the first question, 
Kinnoch was a poet whose roots 
extended so far into the past that 
he was already considered arcane 
at the age of 20. Immersing himself 
in the wealthy folklore of Peebles 
and the writings of Blake, fle 
produced work of a rare visionary 
quality which was sadly dismissed 
as "obscure" by the Peebles 
Literary Review in 1959. Kinnoch 
never really recovered from this 
blow, so he fled the austerity of the 
Scottish press and made a 
pilgrimage to Patagon ia in search 
of the mythical two- toed mountain 
sloth . " I needed a purpose, 
however ridiculous," was his 
answer to friends who tried to 
persuade him that no such an imal 
existed . Kinnoch failed to find one, 
but he did succeed in discovering 
a revolutionary variety of herpes 
that proved inseparable from 
Kinnoch until the day he died. 

After a visit in 1964 to Rome, 
where he had intended to find 
inspiration and a good doctor, 
Kinnoch contracted penumonia 
and died on his return to Scotland. 
His one sad volume of verse, 7he 
Tree That Weeps , is available in 
paperback , published by Twin 
Orbs. Buy a copy' Such luminous, 
visionary poetry may never be 
written again . 

Cornelius Van Rljn 
Research Asst . 

Sea Fisher 

Cacks Corner 
At this year's first GM, Robert 

Jenkins, Tory MP for Brix ton West, 
had this to say: " If you want to 
influence the government, co· 
operate with them ." Co-operate 
with them, kids. 

Guy Stenhouse would like 
'" Fre edom fight ing in the 
Falklands" to be a major issue at 
future GMs. 

Wee Jimmy Husband, president 
of the Tory Club , thinks working 
class people should buy less video 
recorders, and social workers 
should buy less Citroens. So let's 
start co-operating , huh? 

0 

• 0 
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