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ANNUAL ELECTION 
Vole May 12. 

Nominations are now open for 
the following positions: 

ASSOCIATION-WIDE 
POSITIONS 
-Senior President (Sabbatical) 
-Union President {Sabbatical) 
-Honorary Secretary (Sabbatical) 
-Honorary Treasurer(Sabbatical) 
-Societ ies President 
- Publications Board Chairman 
-Finance Committee Senior Member 
-Finance Committee Ordinary Member 

(3 seats) 

UNION POSITIONS 
Committee of Management 
-President of Debates 
-Catering Convener 
-Entertainments Convener 
-Services Convener 
- Life Member 
-House Chairmen: 

Chambers Street House 
Student Centre House 
Teviot Row House 

-House Secretaries: 
Chambers Street House 
Student Centre House 
T eviot Row House 

House Committees 
-Chambers Street 
- Student Centre 
-Teviot Row 

4 seats 
4 seats 
4 seats 

1985 

Nomination forms for all 
positions are available from the 
Association Offices (Student 
Centre), all Union Houses, 
Societies ' Centre (60 The 
Pleasance) and the Union 
Shops. 

ALL NOMINATION FORMS 
MUST BE RETURNED TO 
THE RECEPTION DESK IN 
THE ASSOCIATION 
OFFICES (STUDENT 
CENTRE)NOTLATERTHAN 
12 NOON ON TUESDAY, 3rd 
MAY 1983. 

Vole May 12. 

SRC POSITIONS 
Vice-Presidents 
-Vice-President (Court) 
-Vice-President (Senate) 

Conveners 
-Academic Affairs 
-Accommodation 
- Community Affairs Officer 
- Environment 
- External Affairs 
-National Affairs 
-Postgraduate 
-Transition 
-Welfare 

Faculty Conveners 
-Arts Faculty Convener 
-Science Faculty Convener 
-Social Science Faculty Convener 

Faculty Representatives 
-Arts Undergraduate 
- Arts Postgraduate 
-Dentistry 
-Divinity 
-Law 
- Medicine 
-Music 
-Science Undergraduate 
-Science Postgraduate 
-Social Science Undergraduate 
-Social Science Postgraduate 
-Veterinary Medicine 

5 seats 
1 seat 
1 seat 
1 seat 
2 seats 
3 seats 
1 seat 
7 seats 
1 seat 
3 seats 
1 seat 
1 seat 
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Our Man Wins Award 

Dave Stewart a.k.a. " The Boss " 
with his cheque, certificate and a 
non-entity from some other place. 

The Student now features 
an award-winning jour
nalist. Mr David Stewart, 
most likely known to you 
the readers by his nom de 

Bowie 
In a world 
exclusive scoop, 
Student is today 
able to reveal 
news of the long 
awaited Scottish 
date on David 
Bowie's forth
coming world 
tour. 

A source that we are unable to 
name, but which has in the past 
been highly accurate in his 
intimations (he knew of the Rolling 
Stones gig last summer a week 
before anyone else) told Student 
on Tuesday afternoon that on con
firmation of an entertainments 
licence from the council , the Thin 
White Duke will be definitely set to 
play Murrayfield Statium in two 
months time. 

The supporting acts are no less 
sensational: Grace Jones and the 
Eurythmics have been definitely 
booked. The appearance of Grace 
Jones by herself would be an event 
in Scotland, and although greater 
incentive to go and see a show is 
hardly needed when it features 
Bowie, she will be a very 
interesting warm up act, to say the 
least for anyone who is lucky 
enough to get a ticket. 

This brings us on to the big 
problem: exactly how are tickets 
going to be distributed? 
Reportedly there were half a 
million applications for the shows 
in London and Birmingham, so 
when the Milton Keynes dates 
were announced, the seats were 
allocated immediately to those few 
thousand next in the queue of 
excess applicants. Is a similar 
policy going to be implemented in 
Edinburgh? This would obviously 
be the fairest way for the punters 
who have already ordered tickets 
by post, but it does rather leave 
Scotland out in the cold as 
presumably , the people who could 
get applications delivered 
quickets and so be at the head o f 
the queue, are from down south . 
So hopefully, a system will be 
worked out which will allow at 
least some of the tickets to be sold 
direct to the public in Edinburgh. If 
this turns out to be the case, they 
are likely to cost £8 or£9 each , this 
could realise over half a million 
pounds for one show! 

To have any chance at all of 
getting tickets, however, we must 
keep our ears very close to the 
ground: watch these pages for 
further details. 

plume "The Boss", won 
the Glasgow Herald 
award for the best student 
journalist in Scotland . We 
can salute his achieve
ment no better than by 
quoting the accolades 
bestowed upon him tby 
the Glasgow Herald: 

"The judges were unan imous in 
thei r prai se for the idiosyncratic 
style of 'The Boss' which has won 
him something of a cult following 
well beyond the footballing 
fraternity at Edinburgh University . 

In journalistic terms the 
contributions of 'The Boss' may be 
said to be unique, since he is the 
coach of the teams on whose 
progress he reports, and his own 
tactical ploys and substitutions of 
players rarely escape attention in 
his pieces . 

Such is the unbiased approach 
of 'The Boss' that he reserves for 
his reports only those games 
which his side actually wins." 

Mr Stewart ' s displays of 
journalistic powers have earned 

him a £50 ch eque, whi ch was dul y 
p resented to him by Mr Arnold 
Kemp, editor o f th e Glasgow 
Hera ld , last Thursday. For a full 
and detailed se lf-portra it of thi s 
amazi ng ch aract er and a graphic 
descriptio n o f th e award events, 
turn to th e Perspective pages. 

Overall , th e Student could no t 
qu ite match th e success of Mr 
St ew a rt' s co lumns , fini shing 
fourth in the Glasgow Herald 
stud ent publi cation competition . 
Although there was no consensu s 
of opinion on this paper, remarks 
suc h as " pretentiou s" were 
rumoured to have been heard. 

Pretentious huh? Have you ever 
read the Glasgow Guardian (the 
one that won) . According to one of 
our smart hacks, it resembles 
" Darlington on a wet Sunday" i.e . 
boring. 
But halt, perchance we are 

mistaken, 
Perchance you want this paper 

changed, 
Perhaps "'.e need far more muck 

rakin ', 
Our columns in pretty verse 

arranged. 
Pretentious - bah! 

In the beginning 
there was no bomb 
Bruce Kent, the General Secretary of CND, spoke to a 
small gathering of Christians last Sunday in the 
Catholic Chaplaincy Centre. One of our reporters - a 
lapsed Catholic - was there. 

What have Christians, and every human being - must strive 
particularly Catholics, to add to for a non-violent resolution of 
the already mighty debate on the conflict . We must be courageous 
nuclear arms race? Especially enough to take the first step, 
when the Holy Father, ii papa , unilateral disarmament. After all , 
almost seems to condone the "we are but a small of the boil" in 
polit i cal spread of nuclear the nuclear arms race . 
weapons by condemning We must be opt imistic - have 
unilateral d isarmament. faith in mank ind . Mr Kent sees that 

It was this absurd ity which the if it is logical and natural that 
highly amusing and virtual diss i- communities can live together 
dent of the Catholic faith , Bruce peacefully as natio ns, then we can 
Kent picked upon to critic ise the and must stri ve towards a 
Pope and the power centre of the universal social harmony. The 
Vatican : swallowing gul l ibly peace movement is doing this: 
NATO and western propaganda cutting through class , party, social 
on the old and much debated and natural divisions, broadly 
"deterrent" argument. based and appealing to common 

He mocked this method of main- humanity throughout the world . 
taining "peace". Firstly stating the Mr Kent is to be admired for 
obvious, that accidents can easily criticising the hypocritical stance 
happen. And then - perhaps for of the Vatican , perpetuating the 
some the not so obvious - that East-West division. He finished by 
only relative peace has been advocating a reformed Church , a 
sustained . Just becuase there is " transnational body of Christ" and 
not a war being fought on our concluded on a pious note: " My 
doorsteps, we shouldn't be lulled dear brethren, what else can I say? 
into the naive and blissfully Apart from Amen ." . 
ignorant position that th& super
powers are continually fighting for 
their place in the Third World: 
Ethiopia , Vietnam, Afghanistan, 
Nigeria . .. . But some of us prefer 
not to notice. 

The deterrent argument has 
accentuated the escalation of 
nuclear weapons, like a con
tagious disease spreading to 
previously nuclear-free countries: 
India, South Africa and Israel. The . 
balance of power is a con perpety
ated throu·gh the media. As Bruce 
Kent stated, " It's become a 

·religion ". 
With the technology of first

strike weapons , deterrent has 
become defunct . Especially when 
combined with the accurate detec
tion of nuclear missiles. As Mr 
Kent pointed out, the Reagan "star 
wars " solution might sound 
defensive, but if you can wipe all 
the attacking missiles out, your 
missiles win . 

So what can be done by 
Christians? In Mr Kent's view , first 
they must refuse to participate in 
the Cold War, they must smash the 
goodies v. baddies image, the self
righteous attitude of the West. 
They must simply , to quote the 
Bible, " love thy neighbour", or 
more specifically love your 
supposed enemy. The foundation 
of peace, Mr Kent stated , must be 
on a basis of justice and equality . 

Further, Christians - and in fact 

1
Protest .. l 
I 

The anti-nuclear forces of this 
city are sustaining their " fun-fun
fun-to-ultimate-destruction" 
approach to campaigning this 

· week with a Missile Stomp at the 
Pleasance on April 30. Priced 
£1.00 , featuring Gallery Macabre 
and the Bomb-Beat Disco, this 
affair organised by SCRAM and 
EUSA as a benefit for SWAPO 
medical kits starts at 8 pm . Tickets 
available from the Association 
offices, Union shops, "The Smiling 
Sun" shop and on the door. 

On a more serious note there is a 
Breaking the Nuclear Chain 
Conference on May 1. Also flrgan 
ised by SCRAM and EUSA, also at 
the Pleasance. But starting at 10 
am and lasting until 5 pm. 

Subjects to be covered include 
waste dumping and nuclear 
testing in the Pacific , Greenham 
Common and NVDA, uranium 
mining in Namibia, USA, and 
Australia with speakers and 
videos . Admi ssion f ree. 

There will in add ition be a " Book 
Fayre (ugh') at the McEwan Hall , 
on Saturday 30th April , from 10-4, 
for which all proceeds will go to 
the Walk for Life and Torness 
Festival (May 30) . 

d . 1 .... an survive. 

Anti-vivisection 
March on Uni 

Liberate these . . . (hold on - some error surely? - Ed) 

The British love their animals, as was amply 
demonstrated on Saturday when an Animal Liberation 
Front march paraded along Princes Street and up to 
the George· Square complex. 

The crowd , numbering 
according to my eyes about 1200, 
comprised of dogs, a cat , and 
various liberating persons; ie 
women smartly dressed in 
ecologically sound bio-degrad
able woollen cardies, tweed twin
sets and canvas shoes, numerous 
anarchistic punk look-a-likes, 
garbed in (dare I say it) LEATHER 
jackets , and a fair sprinkling of 
assorted Stockbridgers including 
one wearing a deer-stalker. 
Generally , with the exception of 
the compulsory Red Brigade who 
find these demonstration), a 
panacea for their utopian hopes 
they constituted what one might 
call a middle class trendy body. 

Very few students by the looks 
of things, but then we the 
educated elite know the price that 
scientifi c progress demands. 

Liberate this beast! (whoops!). · 

Once this motley bunch arrived 
in George Square, wreaths wer~ 
laid before the Pharmacy and 
Psychology Depts and the Medical 
Library . Commemorating, no 
doubt, those rats that died on the 
knife edge of existence. 

This symbolic act was followed 
by a series of the mandatory 
speeches that these occasions cal l 
for . 

Book 
Prizes 

The winners of the James Tait 
Black Book Prizes for works 
published in 1982 are Mr Bruce 
Chatwin for his novel On 
the Black Hill, and Mr Richard 
Ellman tor his biography, James 
Joyce. 

The prizes are given annually for 
the best novel and the best 
biography published during the 
previous year. They are awarded 
on the recommendati'ons of 
Professor A . D. S. Fowler, Regius 
Professor of Rhetoric and English 
Literature at Edinburgh University. 

Liberate this cat! 

These rhetorical splutterings 
were marked (as ever) ' by their 
virtual incomprehensibility. That 
is to say the public address system 
could have been comfortably 
fitted into a battery-hen box. 
However, this made little 
difference, as their content was 
the usual fare . 

"We are part of a worldwide 
movement", the first speaker 
proclaimed . An NUS spokes
person assured the support of all 
the non-present Scottish students. 
A trade union official related that 
the cause was supported to the hilt 
by general , municipal and boiler

. maker workers. Furthermore, a 
Labour vote in the next election 
would secure for all animals free 
collective bargaining rights (rites 
surely? Ed). Ah, the old, old 
formula . 

There we are : another 
demonstration. Non-violent 
passive resistance. A bit of 
publicity . And 90,000 animals 
dying in British laboratories every 
week. 

Simon Cartledge 

OVERSEAS 
STUDENTS' 

CENTRE 
BORED WITH DHT? 

FED UP WITH 
POTTERROW? 

P . ... WITH TEVIOT? 
(PEERED - WHAT ELSE?) 

The Come To The OSC 
Address: 

3a Buccleuch Place 
(Just off George Square) 

Coffee 10p 

• 
British and Overseas Papers 

and Periodicals Available 

Cintinental Lunc]les with Wine 
B0p on Tuesdays and Fridays 

( 12.30-2.00) 

• 
EVERYONE WELCOME! 



FC APPROVE 
ELECTION 
'HOLIDAY' 
By a 7-1 ,majority after a lengthy 
discussi on, EUSA's finance 
committee finally gave its approval 
far Honorary Secretary Allan Little 
to go ahead with the planning and 
co-ordinati on of a Residential 
Train ing Conference for those 
voted in at the corn mg Assoc1at1on 
elections. 

The dec,s,on means that £2, 100 
of Associati on money will be used 
to finance the scheme, 1n which 1t 
is expected that 70 of the 90 people 
eli gible to attend w,11 actually do 
so. Those invited will include 
Publlcatlons Board directors, the 
Chairman of the Board, the editor 
of ·student' and the Soc1et1es 
Centre secretary as well as those 
elected to a Union or SAC post. 

It was generally felt amongst 
th ose present that m order to 
encourage a greater degree of 
devotion and understanding to 
one's job, a residential training 
conference out of Edinburgh 
would be more effective than one 
in the University. It was also felt 
that the cost was very smal l 1n 

relation lo the overall scale of 
Association expendi ture, and 
would In any case be a sound 
investment if 1t meant ensuring 
greater eff1c1ency from those in 
office. be they sabbatica l or 
humble SAC members. There ,s In 
addition a poss1b1l1ty that 
sponsorship from Scottish and 
Newcastle Breweries will bring the 
overall cost down to something 
around £ 1.600. 

The conference, in conJunct1on 
with the Industrial Soc,ety (who 
will charge £450 for their advice 
and training skills), will take place 
,n lhe Spittle Hotel at Glenshee. 
over the Victoria Day weekend. It 
is planned that the conference will 
break up into two parts, one 
concentrating on the working 
practice of Assoc1at1on bodies and 
one devoted to general 
management. delegation and 
leadership skllls We can look 
forward, therefore. to a generally 
more competent Association next 
year 

Fred Price 

GOVT. NO TO 
CONSULTATION 
Mr William Waldegrave , Under 
Secret ary of S tat e with 
respon sibility for Higher 
Education, has declined to give an 
assurance to Edinburgh Univer
sity that the government will 
consult universities before 
changing the stu dent grant 
system. 

decision had been taken to 
introduce student loans. But he 
refused to give a guarantee that 
the Government would consu lt 
befo re acting . 

The Student Thursday, ,8th April 1983 J 

Capital Success 
There exists a thing called 
the University Manage
ment Game , run by 
Deolitte Ha skins and 
Sells, who (the press 
release assures me) are "a 
leading international firm 
of chartered account
ants". In this Game, 
would-be entrepreneurs 
pit their wits against each 
other to steer their 
"company" to success 
(and no doubt "fame" and 
"fortune"). 

So why is The Student, that of t
acknowledged stalwart of Marxist 
co-operative socialism, tainting its 
pages with capi tali stic en
deavours? 

The truth unfolds: in the fourth 
of these Games, the Edinburgh 
University team, compri sing of 
Ewan Brown, Steve Eggelhofer. 
Rhona Doherty and Sita Tarnizi 

(see pie), stormed through the 
postal rounds. starting way back In 
September 1982, to reach the 
fina ls held In London from 11-13 
April at the Tower Hotel , St 
Katherine's Dock. 

Out of the 185 teams that 
originally entered only five were 
left. Distracted only by the filming 
of " Hart to Hart " in the same hotel , 
and the compulsive attractive
ness of Robert Wagner and 
Stephanie Powers, the "com
panies" launched takeover bids, 
raised capi tal, plundered natu ral 
resources and performed other 
great corporationalist feats to 
finish third. 

In doing so, they received £200 
at a presentation lunch, which was 
present by that most arch
en t rep re n e u r of them , Ian 
MacGregor, BL, BSc, NCB. 

We on Student salute these 
magnates, and are wondering if 
perhaps their financial skills could 
just possibly aid the beleaguered 
Publications Board, of which we 
form the most renowned and 
illustrious part . . etc. 

Simon Cartledge 

The Edinburgh ieam. Rhona Docherty, Ewan Brown, Steve Eggfehofer, 
Sita Tarmz1. 

Gifford Lectures 
On Tuesday, at the first of 
the prestigious Gifford 
Lectures , Professor David 
Daiches took as his 
subject the relation 
between God 's power and 
His justice as discussed in 
the Book of Job. 

1

Younger 
Mr George Younger, Secretary of 

' State for Scotl and, was invited to 
speak in Teviot debating hall last 
Friday lunchtime by the 
Universi ty 's Conservative Party. 
The Scottish MP was received by 
at least 80 students who heard a 
clear determined speech which 
was divided into three main 
sections. Mr Younger first 
criticised the trade unions for 
hindering industrial development, 
and underlined the need for more 
competition in industry. 

The speaker then rose the 
controve rsial issue of nuclear 
weapons. After clarifying his own 
discontent with the present 
situation. he emphasised that 
Britain would certainly not find 
security in abolishing its nuclear 
defence system, and that mutual 
arms reduction was the only 
practical solution. 

Finally, Mr Younger launched a 
determined attack on the Labour 
Party's new pamphlet entitled 
'Hope for Britain ' which he called a 
"terrify ing programme". In 

' response to the pamphlet's 
recommendation to pull out of the 
EEC, the secretary of State 
insisted that Britain would not only 
be tos,ng her biggest trade 

I customer, but high tariffs would be 
automatically imposed on exports 
into Europe . He then criticised the 
Labour plans for defence cuts and 
reminded the audience that 
140,000 jobs are involverl ,n the 
defence industry in Scotland. 
Condemning Labour for taking 
Scotland "for granted" in those 
areas where they have power, the 
MP said that they had failed "to 
improve the general state of 
people". 

Mr Younger's speech induced 
tittle discussion from the audience 
whose questions failed to 
undermine his confident 
approach. The Conservative MP 
did however, go on to stress the 
need for more investment in 
nationalised industries as well as 
the tremendous value of 'multi
nationals' in Scot land of which the 
vast majority have been expanding 
successfully. 

Ian Macgregor 

that he paradoxes on theodicy (the 
vindication of God 's justice) wern 
not solved eithe r by Job's lamenta
tions or by his talk with God. It was 
as if the question was "subsumed 
in wonder" as Job bowed before 
the all-embracing knowledg e of 
his Creator. 

Dr John Burnett , Principa l of 
Edintiurgh University had written' 
to Mr Waldegrave urging the 
Governm ent to consult the 
universities before acting . He said 
if major changes in the system 
were contemplated the univer
sities should be given the 
opportunity to consider them . 

Mr Waldegrave replied that_n,o 

The University Court expressed 
disappointment with this 
statement on consul tation . The 
Court also heard about an 
assurance from the Privy Council 
that changes to University 
charters would not be blocked if 
they did not change conditions of 
academic tenure as well , as long 
as the changes were minor. There 
were fears that the Privy Council 
were trying to force changes via 
the back door on the university 
academics' job secu rity . 

Ray Clanc 

This was his opening dis
cussion in a series of ten on how 
the great poets of history, from the 
writers of the Bible to Edwin Muir 
and Hugh MacDiarmid, have 

· treated God and the accompany
ing reli ious problems. 

Professor Daiches, currently 
Director of the Inst itute for 
Advanced Studies in the 
Huma nities, placed g rea t 
emphasis on recent schol~ rly 
interpretations of the laments of 
Job as he su ff e rs illness, 
deprivation and family loss under 
a God who wishes to test his 
subject's religiosity . Professor 
Daiches re-emphasised that Job 
blasphemes to God on the unfair
ness of his si tuati on, a fact that the 
poet of the work wants to put 
across as an example of Job's 
complete tack of hope. In con
clusion , Professor Daiches stated 

The next Gifford Lecture will be 
tonight at 5 .15 pm in DHT Lecture 
Hall B. Fred Price 

TODAY'S THE GREAT DAY 
No little girl will be able 

to resist these coloured 

FOR ALL 
" We Hol/yll'ood wives 
hai•e to watch our lip

appea/. That is w/iy I'm 
so excited about the new 

' Petal-Finish' 

ubjection -anat ema to many 
women today-is the course the Bible 
outlines for women. (Ephesians 5:22-27) 
Much can be said to show how practical 
this God-ordained arrangement really is, 
but this doesn't necessarily make sub
mitting to headship easy. Some women 
have enjoyed considerable independence 
and may find submission difficult. One 
new bride admitted: "I married young 
and didn't have a lot of freedom before 
marriage. Still it was hard to be in sub
jection. Maybe it's because I didn't give 
much thought to what subjection real
ly meant." 
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ATTENJION ALL PARTY-POOPERS! I 
CHEEKY! (Caption courtesy Sun newspaper) 

Totally amusing and imaginative goings-on at a party on Saturday, 
kiddies. The party was at 94 Polwarth Gardens, held by Andrew Coutts, 
Robin Plevin, Gerry Saddler and Norman Russell, or so I am informed. I 
myself was present at these goings-on. Unbeknown to the host and 
guests, Messrs Douglas Smith ano Graham Sproule (those " fascists") 
had agreed to decorate the party, and this decoration included the 
installation of a video camera in the toilet. For two and a half hours the 
camera rema ined undiscovered, urltil someone noticed the lens. having 
moved some " men only" style decoration. To the disappointment of the 
cameramen/ persons monitoring the proceedings in a locked room next 
to the toilet, the shocked party-goer stormed out and told the rest of the 
guests that they had been spied upon . 

This incident raises a few important notions in my perceptive little 
•mind. If people are going to gatecrash a party, or accept the host's 
hospitality, and perhaps further, bring no drinkies or druggies of their 
own, should they really be assuming that they have a right to avail 
themselves of the toilet facilities? The horror and indignation that the 
incident has provoked amongst the filmed ones is nothing more than 
bourgeois body-horror. Everyone knows, or may surmise, that we all 
need to get rid of waste products , and to do so we must reveal our 

"privates". Only vanity, and that alone, is the reason for locking 
ourselves out of sight. One looks so undignified! Cats crap and puke and 
piss in the open, and they actually clean up their own mess. Not so we 
superior humans. Maybe now people will learn to crap with a bit of style' 
We seem to have lapsed so much since the BBC left. 

What is the devious use for this wicked film? ' Well , kiddies , I have been 
informed that for a fee of £2 you can have yourself erased from the film . 
All proceeds will be given to the Student Charities Appeal. You should 
write, w ith a description of your clothes, actions , drug-taking offences 
etc to Messrs Smith and Sproule, c/ o 94 Polwarth Gardens. 

Talk has also reached me about a showing of the film somewhere in 
the University, keep your ears to the ground. 

My congratulations go to Messrs Smith and Sproule on this fine 
imaginative creation - it is a concept of true beauty and value, perhaps 
unexpected from Mr Smith , who is one of the few members of the 
Federation of Conservative Students who is not actually a student. 
Cheeky. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of a Benefit Bof , to celebrate the 
6th birthday of the 1st of May Bookshop. And if you don't know of such a 
place , you are sadly misinformed and definitely unhip. It's at the Calton 
Studios at 8 pm on Friday, April 29th . Cost £2or £1 unwaged, tickets from 
1st of May or at the door. Includes live music and cabaret. Should be a 
goodie. Alternatively , try the _wonderful Gallery Macabre gig - tres 
good. Speaking of the 1st of May, Edinburgh congregates for sunrise at 
he top of Arthur's Seat . See you there , Sunday Morning (BYOB) 

I __ o -<J 

• AN0THE~AGE • 
Once again the Heriot-Watt 

University Students' Associa-tion 
is organising a referendum 
concerning the SA's affiliation (or 
to be more accurate, reaffiliation) 
to the National Union of Students , 
and once again the majority of the 
students don't give a damn and , 
outside of a small number of 
politically active, apathy is the 
order of the day (or year come to 
that) . 

Student politics are a joke at the 
Watt and few really care whether 
or not the NUS exists let alone 
whether or not they should be 
affiliated to it. The NUS seems 
only to reflect the puerile 
arguments of HWUSA Council 
meetings (when suffic ient 
numbers bother to turn up) and 
the ludicrous motions of the EUSA 
(how pathetic it is not sel ling 
Nestle products because women 
feed their babies on dried milk , or 
banning Playboy etc, yet allowing 
Spare Rib to be sold - Women's 
Lib v. Male Chauvinism at its 
worse! I'm sure both Nestles and 
the Playboy Organisati on have 
been really worried by this 
removal of an individual's freedom 
of choice') 

However, it cannot be denied 
that the interests and welfare of 
students must be catered for and 

protected both on a local level and 
a national level, something which 
at present wou ld be debatable 
seeing as those involved seem to 
be try ing more and more to further 
their own petty political ambitions 
whi lst fobbing off the students 
with what they deem suitable for 
them. 

The EUSA (surprisingly for any 
body associated with such a staid 
and boring institution) has shown 
commendable enterprise in 
managing to organise their own 
student shop, health centre , travel 
agent etc ., which I must admit 
provided the original basis for this 
idea. 

One possible solu tion to what 
could be seen as the problem of 
provid ing an effective and answer
able Students' Association would 
be the organising of suc h 
Associations on, say, a regional 
basis . All colleges and universi
ties within a given region would 
elect their sabbatical officers as 

I per usual , but instead of working 
for what would have been their 
own students' association they 
would in fact form the organising 
body for the Regional Students' 
Association , wh ich would provide 
and run Unions around the region 
and provide en tertainm ent, etc , as 
well as organising regional health 

cent res, snaps, travel agencies, 
and anything else the student 
body deems desirable. 

Such an organisa ti o nal 
struc ture as this would possibly 
motivate those sabbaticals who 
get elected and subsequently do 
nothing useful whilst curbing the 
enthusiasm of those that find the 
feeling of power(?) irresistible 
(' megalomaniacs ' for those 
Edinburgh students that have 
progressed beyond three syllable 
words) . 

On a national level , a committee 
could be elected by an annual 
conference of delegates nomin
ated by each Reg iona l Associa
tion , this commi ttee's task being to 
act as a nati onal voice and 
pressure groups for students, 
representing their interests in all 
relevant areas, but on ly acting 
intra vires their mandate and after 
consultation where possible with 
the Regional Associations. 

Whilst being far from satis
factory or realistic , such a 
structure would at least go some 
way to alleviating the boredom 
caused by the unproductive 
polit ical butchering so prevalent in 
students' associations, and that, if 
nothing else, would be more than 
alright with me. 

Christopher Crass 

A letter from the Heriot-Watt showing 
up the NUS for what it is, and a 
suggestion for a future organisation. 

• • 
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* The triumph of "The Boss" in the Glasgow Herald 
Student Press Awards , in the individual category, 
prompted Alan Chainey, whose "Alain Chutney's 
Bumper Book of Football" (required reading for all 
Football Club members) can now be purchased at AC 
Sportswear, to comment that the Un iversi ty Football 
Club was extremely unlikely to win anything else this 
year. For the benefit of those who have not acquired 
the habit of newspaper reading, and in particular 
those semi-lite rate members of the Football Club 
doing science degrees, the Herald is a West Coast 
comic with rather grand pretensions to being an 
actual newspaper. Apparently they annually organise 
a shindig to celebrate the presentation of the awards 
and to ingratiate themselves with the student 
newspaper fraternity. Though why they would to 
become accepted in such thoroug hly obnoxious 
circles is quite beyond comprehension . 

··The Boss" on being summoned to the celebratory lunchtime nosebag 
thrown in his honour was informed that he could invite the "heid 
bummers·· from the Student rag and a friend if he wished. He chose to be 
accompanied by his ··bu rd", the darling, the delectable Miss Dawn Foffo, 
the internationally renowned nightclub chanteuse who performs in the 
type of salubrious establishments frequented by Tubby McDonald and 
his entourage. The Student representatives were Andrew "Marcel " 
Ph1ll1ps, our illustrious editor and the absolute master of the ou·t of place 
trendy phrase, and Henry "Big Hendo" Winter whose demirted 
demeanour has to be related to the fact that his figure-hugging trousers 
stem the flow of blood to what passes as his brain. 

On arrival at the Herald offices, "The Boss" demonstrated all his 
authoritative quality in dealing with a rather r._eca1citrant commissi.onaire 
whose penchant for Brylcreem and tattoos would intimidate all but the 
most foolhardy of men. The muscular commissionaire had already seen 
off a frail looking woman who was labouring under the impression that 
her solicitor was attempting to blackmail, murder and rape her all 
incredibly at the same time. Moreover, she kept insisting that she was not 
a Communist, seemingly implying that she was the target of some 
reactionary conspiracy within the legal profession. The brutal verbal 
dismissal she received from "Duane Drain" the commissionaire 
encouraged her to embark on a tirade of torrential abuse which 
predictably resulted in her enforced dismissal. 

On arrival in the boardroom, where the function was being held, "The 
Boss", in obvious need of liquid refreshment, stationed himself in close 
proximity to the wine dispensers; middle-aged ladies in revealing black 
skirts who provided an instant attraction for the amorous "Marcel". "The 
Boss". as you can imagine, held court in the finest style entertaining the 
editor of the Herald and his assembled lackeys with his abrasive tongue 
and cutting wit. As the reception wore on and substantial quantities of 
wine were consumed, "Big Hendo" was spotted endeavouring to 
ingratiate himself with some of the hack journalists who were attending 
the "do" He attempted to achieve this objective by continually repeating 
some inane witt1c1sm about the problems of TV-am and his suitability for 
employment there. Polite laughs and nerv,Pus titters were unfortunately 
ignored by the brazen "Big Hendo", who ,t appeared was overreacting to 
the restrictive properties of his clothing. Whilst all this was going on the 
lovely Marcel tried to promote a casual air of indifference by smoking 
Gauloises in a mannered style which heregarded as quintessentially 
French but appeared merely effete to the casual observer. Meanwhile the 
Darling, the Delectable Miss Dawn Foffo, aforementioned chanteuse 
and " burd" of "The Boss", found that the numerous glasses of wine she 
had consumed had removed her inh1b1tions 1f nothing else. Luckily "The 
Boss" saved the assembled company's collective embarrassment by 
forc,t,ly restraining Miss Foffo from giving her celebrated rendition of 
Big Spender 

The afternoon ended with "The Boss" and his "burd" humng home to 
deliver the rather appealing framed certificate, which served as a 
memento of the occasion to "The Boss's" mum, who was "awfy chuffed". 

"The Boss" 

... z 
m 

I I 

• 

I 

• 
I 

Edinburgh Socialist 
Feminist Group 
One of the most compelling reasons for setting up 
another socialist group within the University is the 
need for an independent organisation divorced from 
the conventional political arena. All the existing 
groups are connected with political parties and 
therefore already have well-defined dogmas and often 
conform to traditiqnal ways of working, geared to the 
extension of party support. We felt that meeting 
outside the conventional political structure would 
allow us to explore new approaches to socialism and 
new methods of.collective action. 

We have also abandoned the traditional hierarchical nature of group 
formation in that we wil l be working with out leadersh ip (or office
bearers etc) in order to achieve participatory democracy in its broadest 
sense where the views and ideas of each individual are equally 
important. Thi s allows greater freedom and depth of discussion and 
indeed the initial meetings have been ext remely successful. 

However, discussion and theory is (to quote Marx) the basis for 
activity and the group will be involved in various forms o f direct action on 
many issues and in conjunction with other movements . Thus although 
the discussions are the vi tal component of any group we will be active 
both within and outside the University. 

Although seeking to avoid an over-formalised and dogmatic ideology 
we believe that many issues are interrelated and we have more or less 
reached a consensus during the first meetings in order to found a 
broader basis of principles from which to work. We are a socialist group 
with an emphasis on sexual and personal politics, and believe strongly in 
the autonomy of the women's and gay movement. We feel th at 
democracy in its widest sense is the real basis of soc iali sm and reject 
centralism and 'the parliamentary road' to socialism. We are opposed to 
all forms of racism and sexism and we support unilateral nuclear 
disarmament. These are all area upon which we are ag reed but there are 
many others which will be topics for discussion during thi s term's 
meetings and they include pacifism, nationalism, Ireland, religion and 
what part if plays in modern society , the trade union movement and 
materialism. We also hope to organise some means of ski ll -sharing 
within the group. 

This Friday's meeting takes place at 6 pm in 1 Drumsheugh Place 
(second floor flat ) and we will be discussing 'The Working Class?'. We 
will be ratified very shortly and be meeting in the Pleasance thereafter. 
Watch this space for further details. 

If anyone would like any more information ring the foll owing numbers: 
667 7987 or 225 3544. 

George McAlpine 
Jackie McRae 

* Scientists the world over are facing a big problem; 
having spent many years, not to · mention dollars, 
roubles and pounds in developing and perfecting 
nuclear weapons, they are now trying to come to 
terms with the fact that people seem hell-bent on 
destroying each other with them. My mother has the 
same dilemma with her fruit-scones; she solves things 
by breaking them up and giving them to the birds. 

Unfortunately, scientists will have to think up something different. 
Friday at Queen's Hall was where Scientists Against Nuclear Arms 
(SAMA) held their meeting, " Peace Keeping In the Eighties", or " taking 
the first steps back from the edge of the abyss", as they dramatically 
called It. 

Once everyone was sitting uncomfortably on hard, upright pews, 
Professor Michael Penz of the Open University, chairman of SAMA and 
vice-chairman of CND, started the bomb rolling. Most of his ' talk ' can 
briefly be summed up by "So what?". We were all graphically told of the 
deadly accuracy of Cruise missiles, and that they could now land 
approximately 10 metres from Mrs Stebbs in the front row, myself, or the 
large rubber-plant In the corner of the Queen's Hall. So what? 

In the closing seconds Professor Penz scantily dealt with the most 
fundamental question, " What can we do?" Once we had unilaterally 
disarmed, he told us, this would start off a reciprocal international chain , 
and give rise to " political pressures" in other countries. At this point an 
elderly pensioner, who had obviously lived through both world wars, and 
was expecting the next anytime before pub closing time, asked about 
such " political pressures". The Professor answered predictably enough 
about " the first rational step", and stepping back from some abyss, but 
this did not do much to appease the irate pensioner. Nor anyone else I 
may add. 

Loud applause and grovelling thanks were followed by the Church 
representative, Dr M. Davis from the Religion and Technology Project of 
the Church of Scotland, who had suitably taken off his white starched 
collar and replaced it with a quite hideous floral tie. Nobody could hear 
him beyond the first three rows, but I dare say this was probably a good 
thing . I caught a few dynamic excerpts, something about a dialogue with 
the East German Church Synod in 1981 , the immorality of warfare, God 's 
obvious disapproval at the insane arms race, and could he please have a 
drink of water. 

By the time he had finished , even the most enthusiastic CND ranks had 
fallen asleep, and were only abruptly awakened by the chairman's 
" thanks to Dr Davis for an interesting and illuminating talk etc"; like 
berserk over-wound toys, their hands automatically started frantic 
clapping. 

Lastly was a dockworker/ chairman of the Alternative Defence Group, 
whose name was garbled by the amplification and who immediately 
dispensed with such "airy-fairy" stuff. He got straight into his 
" redistribution of the wealth, what about the social services" routine; the 
time-worn notions and threadbare phrases poured out fast and furious, 
and most people soon started looking at their watches or playing " Eye 
Spy". It was all heart-tea ring and topical indeed, and worthy of a whole 
Channel 4 documentary in itself. It was also totally off the point. The 
Queen 's Hall yawned in unison. 

At the end of all three speakers the chairman suggested a few minutes 
when we were supposed to spontaneously ignite into serious discussion 
with the person next to us. The chap beside me was tall , pale , and 
bearded, and was, it appeared , a travelling badge salesman or 
something. I told him that on principle I had stopped speaking to people 
with round spectacle frames , but he looked hurt , so I offered him a polo 
and started talk ing. 

He told me he didn't want to be blown up or die of radiation sickness. I 
had to agree with him. He then embarked upon an ideological flying
carpet, and a tedious numerical tirade on expenses, mathematical 
formula, missile ranges, and the effects of a nuclear warhead on his pa rt 
of East Fife. His vegetable patch would be ruined he concluded gloomily. 
" Mmmm . . . yes . .. " was the only suitable remark that I could think of at 
th e lime. He seemed glad that I agreed. 

Sadly the central issue is simple , but I was ignored. Will mankind use 
the traits of technology and scientific development to progress and build 
for a peacefu l and prosperous future , or blindly dig hi s own grave, and 
blow civilisation sky-high. If one was to judge from the Queen's Hall 
alone the future would be grim. 
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Points of View 

Ours 
Slaves and 
Racism 
Slavery, with the possible 
exception of the use of 
nuc lear weapons, re
mains and will probably 
always remain, the 
biggest blot on the history 
of mankind. Its victims 
have been of all races and 
colours: whites have 
enslaved blacks, blacks 
have enslaved whites , 
whites have enslaved 
whites, and even today, 
blacks enslave blacks . To 
attempt to make a racist 
issue out of slavery, as 
Ms. Grant does in her 
letter opposite, is 
therefore non-sensical. 
Some might accuse the 
Charities Appeal Com
mittee of taking the issue 
of slavery too lightly. 
Well, a joke is a joke; they 
certainly do not seem to 
have gone too far, and 
indeed , should be praised 
for their imaginative 
approach to what must be 
a difficult job. 

It is poss ible to infer a 
much more disturbing 
feature from Ms. Grant's 

• . 

' ' WANTED 

letter: namely, the sense 
of persecution which it 
conveys. This feeling is 
quite justified in our 
society, where l itt le 
enough has been done to 
promote the in terests of 
blacks, let alone to so lve 
the problems of racism 
and racia l tension. Some 
whites have similar 
feel ings to Ms. Grant , but 
in the opposite direction, 
and the more radical of 
them join the National 
Front. These fee li ngs do 
not stem from stupidity, 
for they are expressed 
loudly, probably by a 
small minority, w ithin this 
University. Blindness and 
ignorance are the most 
Ii kely sources. Whatever 
the case may be , that 
these sentiments, from 
both blacks and whites , 
should exist at all is a 
crime equalling that of 
slavery. Here in Edin
burgh with its relatively 
small black population, it 
is easy to let the problem 
racial tension be ignored . 
This must not happen. 
Racism must be stopped. 
Now. 

STUDENT 
EDITOR 

Yours,----------
Chip on the Shoulder 
Jear Sir, 

I see that the Student Charities 
are proposing to hold a Slave 
auction on Friday 29th . As a 
woman of colour I can only 
deplore their lack of taste , and 
hope that they have their fun in a 
more inoffensive way next year. 

Bitter at Bendix 
Dear Sir, 

Joan Grant 

While agreeing for the most part 
with Mr Bendix's desire for 
increased competitiveness 
(Student , April 21), there were 
several discrepancies which 
should be noted. 

Firstly, one of the major reasons 
for the slump in the UK is not only 
the increased use of technology 
abroad, but the fact that labour 
costs in the UK are comparatively 
too high . Many manufactured 
goods, e.g. cotton , wool and 
electrical goods, which were 
formerly a base portion of the UK 
economy, can be assembled much 
more cheaply abroad. 

Secondly, Mr Bendix has missed 
the significance of North Sea oil. 
Far from being one of the major 
causes of inflation, I wou ld 
suggest that without it , this 
country would be approaching a 
state of hyperinflation, e.g. see 
Galtieri for details . If there was no 
North Sea oil , the UK would have 
had to import oil , thus pushing 
prices up and fuelling inflation. 
More importantly, however, the 
lack of oil revenue would have 
resulted in massive balance of 
payments deficits throughout the 
seventies . These deficits have to 
be met and in general that is done 
by official financing , i.e. borrow-

ing from abroad (IMF or ·foreign 
governments/ institutions) or by 
the run-down of UK foreign 
currency and gold reserves. I need 
only refer the reader to a country 
such as Mexico which had 
consistent deficits and borrowed 
too heavily. Rather than as a 
catalyst for inflation, I would 
suggest to Mr Bendix that North 
Sea oil has in fact glossed over the 
sad state of the UK economy. 

Finally, as chairman of the Tory 
Club Mr Bendix has defended the 
last budget with true party short
sightedness. If he thinks that 
budget was anything less than an 
election budget, I suggest that the 
takes a course in economics at this 
university! 

Yours sincerely 
Mark Allison 

Rant Against Rector 
Dear Sir, 

Let's talk about David Steel - do 
we really want a politician of any 
sort as Rector? I am not frightened 
of Mr Steel's threats . 

I find it hard to visualise "Our 
Dave" stand ing in the departure 
lounge, waiting eagerly to come to 
Edinburgh - not a thought of by
elections in his head - hears 
"Tannoyed " announcement of his 
plane's mishap, packs up and rips 
off sharpish to Bermondsey. If this 
man doesn't have enough clout to 
get a seat on an alternative flight or 
to find some other means of 
transport , is there really any point 
in having such an uninfluencial 

person as Rector .? 
I'm really glad to hear that we've 

had a train named after us -
thanks Dave, thanks a lot. 

Here's an idea - let's name 
some part of our University after 
him, In his honour, as such a hard-

for Ten Issues -
the final issue of 
Summer Term and 
Nine Issues of the 
Winter Term. 
A unique opportunity to 
develop management, 
organisational and literary 
ta lents - don't be afraid 
to apply NOW to the 
Chairman, EUSPB, 
1 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh 
closing df! te 1.00 pm Friday, 
29th Apri l 1983. 

working careerist, sorry Dave, my 
mistake, Rector. What about 
something we can remember him 
by, because of his close associa
tion with it and because of his hard 
work in connection wi th it - how 
about "The David Steel Day 
Nursery"? I'm su re he'll be very 
touched. 

Here's another idea - let's get 
our act together and sack this guy 
at the first possib le opportunity. 

He is opposed to the idea of 
General Meetings and of elections 
of office-bearers (election o f 
Rector?) which he himself was 
elected in as a student here. He is 
also in favour of reaffiliation to the 
NUS. 

Hypocrisy and cheap cynicism 
surround very many of David 
Steel 's acts as both politician and 
Rector. His seedy pol itical opin ion 
even crept into the opening 
ceremony . 

As I see it David Steel has 
achieved nothing as Rector, whichl 
could not have been achieved 
equally well without him . 

Maybe he should show his face 
around the EUSA offices a bit 
more, and a bit less around Old 
College; is the Principal's coffee 
and bistuits better than Imagen's? 

Take my advice, Mr Steel, show 
your self-confidence, resign and 
seek re-election as soon as 
possible - we'll see how fa, you 
get. 

Love and kisses 
Jonathan Shearer 

Miles for Miles 

Dear Student , 
Iii keeping with the Christmas 

spirit the masked collectors have 
. been furiously trying to get hold of 
your money, or anyone's money 
really, in order to achieve their aim 
of saving life, the universe and 
sending Tony Miles as far away as 
possible. Quite how far nobody 
knows yet , one mile for each 
pound for ESCA (Medical Section) 
and for up to the minute news 
don 's ask Tony. Student would like 
to tell you but by the time this 
paper goes to bed most 
reasonable people are com
plaining about the noise. Let's 
hope the police are too worried 
about noise pollution to worry 
about a kidnapped president . . if 
you don't tell anyone we won't. 

Signed 
The Masked Collectors 

PS: Should be able to tell you 
where he gets to next week . He 
might be able to tell you himself if 
he gets back. 

He/ She noticed 
Dear Ed, 

Something really must be done 
about Giles· Sutherland. 

Death? 
No. Too good for him. 
I know. Let's time him in a chair 

and force him to listen to his own 
poetry. 

No, maybe that's too cruel. 
Yours. 
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The Traverse 

Paines Plough 

production of 

'Welcome Home ' 

Welcome Home is a much needed 
escape from th e endless 
onslaught of clich~s su rrounding 
military heroism and victory . 
Instead the play is concerned with 
the futility of war and the 
psychologi cal strains it places on 

very young men. An unoriginal 
theme perhaps. But the war is not 
Vietnam , but the Falklands and the 
attack is on the British Army. 

Tony Marchant , th e 23 yea r old 
playwright expounds the thoughts 
of five young Paras , who have 
reassembled with their officer-in
command for a ceremonial reburial o f 
a dead comrade. Gooa-I00King , 
good-natu red, 'Edd ie' is the 
predictable hero, most aware of 
the growing tension that cannot be 
released , in an army regime in 
which emotion is not allowed and 
where terrifying officers al low no
one to step out of place . 

The rowdy conversation, 
occasional bickering and 
drunkenness of the young men 
contain the more humourous 
episodes of the play, when the 
dialogue is at its most natural and 
enjoyable d espi te the over
dramatic posturising of the actors. 
Still , faced with the limitations of a 
tiny stage; the stark set, with on ly a 
Union Jack traced on the cork 
floor , a few benches and plastic 
overhead liahts, is evocative of 
military harshness. Mark Wingett 
and Robert Pugh also powerfully 
demonstrate th e single-minded 
ness of army stereo-types like 
'Walters ' with his hysterical laugh 
and the sadistic officer 'Sharp'. 

Coarse and unsentimen tal as a 
whole, the few moments of real 
fee ling, are all the more shattering 
when first 'Goldie', then ·Polo', the 
pop chart fanati c. are unable to 
maintain their 'self-respect ' and 
'honour' and are overCo!:fle by 
more human feelings. 'Welcome 
Home ' ends surprisingly 
idealistically . Possibly un
realistically . Perhaps the play is 
inevitable outcome would have 
shocked even a 'liberal minded ' 
Royal Court or Traverse audience. 

Marina Engel 

RATTIGAN AT THE 

LYCEUM 

The Browning Version is a 
wonderful piece of subtlety with 
the character of Crocker Harris 
providing an absorbing study for 
the literary scalpel. 
Superficially " the Crock" is an 
establ ishment figure of fun , 
mimicked by Tap low in pompous 
tones as the dry as dust 
pedagogue of Greek : A man who 
has failed to gain the boys' 
enthusiasm for his subject, and 
who has become a ske letal 
shadow of the former scholar 
laureate of Oxford , he igno
mously accepts that although of 
senior status he must make his 
retirement speech befo re a more 
popular master in order not to be 
an anti-climax. However Rattigan 
paints a more sensitive portrait of 
an anti-hero , someone who with 
classical puns sought the boys 
appreciation, who appreciates a 
kindness although he seems to 
rebuff any affecti on. 

The popular science master, a 
complete antithes is of Crocker 
Harris seems facile in comparison 
with the tragic majesty of the o lder 
man. He indulges in a clining, 
rancid, affair with the Crock 's wife 
out of oity for her, as she , with 

they are the resu lt of a cruel fraud . 
Elsewhere in the production , 

there are unfortunate flaws. The 
final moments of the ballet are 
obscured by a bad technical 
ending, involving a wardrobe like 
monstrosity , carrying the swan 
maiden of the prince's dreams, 
bearing down on the stricken 
young man like a disorientated 
prop. There are moments where 
the choreographed unity is lost, 
and other momen ts where there 
seems to be a lack of confidence 
amongst the artists, resulting in 
heavy pirouettes and ungainly 

movements. These apart , the ballet 
is an enjoyable spectacle. which 
undeniably underlines the sad 
nature of Pr i nce SiegfrieJ 's 
dec line and death. Fred Price 

'The Browning Version ' 

A REVIEW OF SWAN 
hatred , avenges herself upon her 
husband for his inadequacy . 
There is bitter pathos as Crocker 
Harris himself points out that " the LAKE. KINGS THEATRE 
tale of a nagging wife and a hen 
pecked husband is usually the 
subject for a farce". 

As an 'anti-hero· the school 
master regains stature towards the 
end, insisting that he give his 
speech to the school last because 
"sometimes an anti-climax Is quite 
effective", He also asserts himself 
over his wife, and thus pivoting on 
contradictions of character the 
poignant drama was superbly 
acted out. 

Plush pink rouge paints over the 
facial crevases of an overblown 
Juliet, as she watches an equally 
anc ient Romeo with false curls, 
John Inman gait, tight pantyhose, 

and very short ski rts leap nimbly on 
to a bench with fake virility, gIvIng 
a glimpse of muscle contracted 
buttocks. 

As 'Harlequinade' opens, (the 
fol low up to the Browning 
Version) , a cast of thoroughly wel l 
seasoned actors led by a Mr and 
Mrs Gosport prepare tor opening 
night sponsored by the socially 
arts ,::ouncil. 

The northern town in 1948 is the 
scene of a much earlier 
performance by Mr Gosport , and 
now he discovers that here too not 
only his daughter of a first 
marriage, bu t also a g randson are 
growing up. This traumatic 
revelation for the dashing 'heart
throb ' has great comic effect as he 
indulges in a "woe is me", hand
on-brow distress scene, while the 
ham-sensationalist wife o n 
discovering that consequent ly 
they have committed bigamy 
launches into a loyal speech of 

affection and c lasps her relic 
husband in Fay Wray style. 

Various characters further 
complicate the rough and tumble 
of sub-plots and the audience are 
treated to a Romeo ignorant of his 
first night audience obscenely 
hitching up his tights and 
wandering off in thought at the 
end of a chaot ic farce . 

Penny Gibbins 

Tchaikovsky's legacy is the music, 
of course , not the ballet. He died 
before Swan Lake became an 
accepted masterpiece, convinced 
that his score was the reason why 
the show was rubbished off 
Moscow stages more than a 
hundred years ago. But then 
someone took the choreography 
and staging In hand, gave them a 
good shake and a brush up, and 
put it up for public consumption 
once more, to general approval 
and society applause , only then 
did Tchaikovsky's music become 
recognised for the careful and 
thoughtful work It is. Ever since, 
the success of Swan Lake has 
depended on the vocal rather than 
the audible . 

Peter Darrell's production gives 
potent emphasis to the tragic 
situation of Prince Siegfried, the 
opium smoking. gullible young 
man who is duped by a court 
opport unist into falling for a 
won)p.n rather less a pure virgin 
than he imagined. The central act, 
the lakeside, loses any trace of 
being a desirable and idyllic spot 
by the side of which it would be 
nice to linger. The scenary 
presents the contrast of gloomy 
black and grey being inter
mittently exposed by an anaemic 
moonlight, and it is difficult to see 
any romanticism evident. The 
swans and cygnets, though bright 
in appearance, are menacing and 
disrupt ive in their actions. They 
obscure the love-struck Prince as 
he reaches out for the swan 
maiden of hi s dreams, confusing 
him rather than helping him . They 
are the symbols of his duplicity ; 

·swan Lake ' 

THEATRE 
WORKSHOP 
(225 7942/3) 
34 Hamilton PI 
Licensed bar 
Thurs 28, Fri 29 April 
Tickets £2, but concession for 
Student readers: £1.50. 
Sean McCarthy (acclaimed actor, 
director, writer) brings for th e 
first time to Scotland 'Seanachas' 
("Have you ever been closer to 
death than this?") a collect ion of 
fab les from Scottish and Irish 
folklore . The Seanachas were the 
inheritors of ancient Irish stories, 
injecting their own personalities 
and a contemporary emphasis. Go 
and see this first and most 
primitive form of theatre, offering 
crudeness, simplicity and 
imagination .. sind purity. 

ODEON FILM CENTRE 
CLERK STREET 
NOW SHOWING 

ODEON 1 Despera te, he took a female role and became a 
star. Don't miss the smash hit comedy

DUSTIN HOFFMAN is 

TOOTSIE (PG) 
Separate Programmes at 1.30, 4.30, 7.40. 

Sunday 4.30. 7.40. 

Seats bookable in advance for Friday/Saturday evening performance. 

ODEON 2 A Richard Atrenborough film 
BEN KINGSLEY is 

GANDHI (PG) 
Separate programmes at 2.00, 7 .00. 

Sunday 7.00. 

Seats bookable in advance for evening performance. Box Office 
open 1-7 pm. No telephone bookings. 

ODEON 3 Bilf Forsyth ·s highly acclaimed 

LOCAL HERO (PG) 
Separate Programmes at 2.15, 5.00. 8.05. 

Sunday 5.00, 8.05. 
Seats bookable in advance for Friday/Saturday evening performance. 

TRAVERSE 
THEATRE 
(226 2633) 
28th April-21st May 
'Fugue' by Rona Munro 
8 pm every night, Sundays 3 pm 
£2.75 members, on Sundays only 
donation of up to £1 expected. 

ROYAL LYCEUM 
(229 9697) 
Lyceum Young People's Company 
'Upstage Onstage' 
Monday 2nd May 

KING'S THEATRE 
(229 1201) 
'Showboat': amateur musical 
showing until 30th April 

BEDLAM 
THEATRE 
Wednesday 4th May 
'Deathwatch' by Jean Genet 
1.15 
75p member; temporary member
ship 25p 

Tues 3rd-Thurs 5th May: 8 pm 
'Greek' by Stephen Berkoff 
Production by 'TAG ', the Citizens' 
Theatre touring group. Book seats 
in advance 
£1 .25 . Sell-out expected (225 -
9873) 

Trip to Citizens' Theatre in 
Glasgow to see 'Men Should 
Weep' performed by 7:84 
(Scotland). Final run of this 
mastership of 20th century 
Scottish theatre, usua ll y sold out. 
Special trip: 29th April 
(tomorrow) 
£3.25 to EUTC members , £3.50 
non-members (coach price 
included). Ring BenTwist (667 -
1459) after 6.15. Bus leaves 
Appleton Tower 5.45 prompt. 

28, 29, 30 Aprit : Expo Dance 
present 'The Bedlam Event': 
a musical media Arts perform
ance, 7.30 pm. 

Wed 11 May: 2.30 pm: AGM. 
including election of next 
academic year's committee. 

Anyone want to direct an evening 
show? Contact the committee 
report needed to be in by Wed 
11 May. 

DON'T MISS A VISIT TO 
OUR COLLECTOR'S 

CORNER 

Poster/ Magazines: 
Tron • Conan • Fantasia 

For Your Eyes Only 

Brochures: 
ET • Rocky Ill • Alien 
CE3K • Heavy Metal 

Raiders of the Lost Ark 
Star Trek • Superman II 

Badges 

Large Posters 

Rock/ FIim Stars 

Film Stills 

T-Shlrts 
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PORTRAIT 
OF 
VILMAZ 
GUNEY 

A look at the Turkish film 
director who is now well 
known in the West for 
winning·the Grand Prix at 
the Cannes Festival, less 
for the content of his film 
Yol than for his dramatic 
escape from a Turkish 
prison to finish it. 

Puring the past year 
Yilmaz Guney has 
become the darling of film 
buffs. While kids have 
warmed to ET and the 
cinema-shy to Ghandi, 
thS buffs have dis
covered a Turkish film 
director. 

Guney has all the right 
credentials: he is an artist 
who has been perse
cuted for his beliefs, he 
comes from a nation 
where cinematix ex
pression is in its infancy, 
and his political senti
ments are in accord with 
all progressively think
ing people. Therefore he 
should be encouraged. 
Give him the Palme d'Or. 

Yet in spite of all the 
patronising recognition 
that Guney has received, 
he does in fact have talent 
- a talent that deserves 
serious appraisal rather 
than a few smiling parts 
on the back. 

His film career began 
30 years ago and, until the 
early seventies, he acted 
in Turkish cribs of 
American and British 
films : "I played Marlon 
Brando in a reworking of 
One-Eyed Jacks, Jack .. 

•• E 
Pafance in an imitation of 
I Died a Thousand Times 
and I starred in several 
James Bond type 
•movies." In fact, he took 
o,ver ,a hundred roles and 
gained enough money 
and pop,ularity in Turkish 
cinema to enable him to 
set up his own film 
company in 1968. 

In 1970, having made a 
commercial film for 
financial security, Guney 
embarked on his first 
personal film, titled with 
deliberate irony Umut 
(Hope) . Although the film 
is strongly autobio
graphical (set in Guney's 
home town, Adama, and 
evoking his own Kurdish 
origins) the hero is a 
character in his own right 
- a little man ground 
down by society and 
refusing to give up. The 
film is by no means 
perfect. Moments of ham 
acting jar against the 
delicacy of the portrait of 
the main character. But 
Guney's individual style 
61s a film director is 
ostablished, especially in 
t·he final scene with an 
tJverhead shot of the hero, 
now demented, walking 
around in circles beneath 
a blazing sun. 

Over the next few years, 
in several films, Guney 
defines his various 
themes with clarity: the 
medieval atmosphere of 
Turkish viii-ages , the 
violence of a patriarchal 
society, the powerless
ness of the individual, · 
various inequalities and 
solitude. His movies 
become adept at evoking 
certain moods, atmo- · 
spheres and relation
ships. But all somehow 
lack consistency. 

In 1974, Guney was 
imprisoned on a dubious 
murder charge, and had 
to work through director 

Zeki Ok/en for the next 
two films he organised, 
Suru (The Herd) and 
Dusman (The Enemy). Al
though dealing with 
Guney subjects, they are 
both essentially the work 
of Okten, who with his 
relative inexperience fails 
to keep together the 
various strands. 

It is only in Yol that 
Guney is able to synthe
sise all his themes . 
Though he was still in 
prison during its shoot
ing and was working 
through a new director, 
Serif Goran, he "escaped" 
(or more exactly walked 
out) to go to Switzerland 
to edit the film down to its 
compact finished ver
sion. (He was, incident
ally, still on the run from 
Interpol when Yol was 
shown at Cannes.) 

It is not a political film 
overtly criticising the 
fascist Turkish govern
ment, as many in the West 
like to think. But rather an 
artistic work that points to 
the weaknesses of an 
ideology, and incorpor
ates universal elements, 
such as the epic march 
across the snow. 

This film , and the 
others Guney has been 
involved in, should be 
recognised on their own 
merits. The sensational 
life of Guney himself, 
including the three prison 
sentences, are, in the end, 
irrelevant. 

Footndte 
The Filmhouse are 

tonight showing The 
Head. Though Guney 
himself said of it , 
"Although I did every
thing I could to make the 
film my own, I must stress 
that ·The Herd is finally 
Zeki Ok/en's film. " 

Stefan Sebrof 

Thur 28-Fri 29 7.00 Also Sat 30 3.4517 .30 
Joseph Losey's film of Mozart's opera 

Fri 29 at 6.40 Sat 30 at 2.30/6.40 
Burt Lancaster Double-Bill 
ATLANTIC CITY (15) + DON GIOVANNI (PG) 

Sun 1 3.30/ 8.30 British Premier! 
BASTIEN, BASTIENNE (PG) 
Beautiful new French film starring Juliet Berto 

Mon 2-Sat 7 6.00/8.30 
Comedy, Romance, Opera ... and Murder 
DIVA (15) 

SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS (PG) 

Mon 2 2.30/ 6.45 Busby Berkeley Double-Bill 
GOLD DIGGERS OF 1933 (U) + 
FOOTLIGHT PARADE (U) 

Tues 3-Sat 7 6.45 Double-Bill 
MUDDY RIVER (PG) + 
SPIRIT OF THE BEEHIVE (1i) 

COMING 
SOON! 

THE DRAUGHTSMAN'S CONTRACT/ PRIVILEGED/ ELVIRA MADIGAN/ 
THE BOAT/ DEAD MEN DON 'T WEAR PLAID/FANNY AND ALEXANDER/ YOL/ 
CAT PEOPLE/ ASCENDANCY 

[JlflErilfl 
ABC (229 3030) 

An Officer and a Gentleman 
1.45, 4.45, 7 .45 
No doubt Filmhouse purists would 
look down on such entertainment 
but Officer, starring Richard Gere 
is not a typical Hollywood 'inspira
tional ' film . OK the theme of the 
poor guy's making good has been 
well plumbed , indeed popular 
American culture rests on it , but 
Officer is truly sensitive and, dare I 
say it, inspiring with excellent 
performance from a little known 
supporting cast. 

ET 1.30, 4.40, 7 .45 
Charming and impressive 
Spielberg blockbuster. See it if 
your prejudices haven't been 
roused against it already. 

The Beastmaster 
1.25, 4.30, 7 .35 
Clinging to the tail end of the vogue 
for wholesome adventures somes 
this truly dreadful film featuring as 
far as I can remember two rather 
large chests, one male and one 
female, and sundry effects. Miss it 
if you can. 

CALEY 
(229 7670) 

Table tor Five 
Join Jon Voight for an exotic 
Mediterranean cruise as fantasy 
and responsibility are somehow 
reconciled in this unfortunately 
typical American production . 
Good enough for the Royals so it 
must be good enough for punters 
like us. One to miss, unless that is, 
you are a dreamer who always 
wanted to be responsible. 

DOMINION 
(447 2660) 

Raiders of the Lost Ark 
;1.15, 5.oo , 7 .45 
Rerun of Harrison Ford film before 
last, features some classic cuts 
and an immensely enjoyable 
-performance from Ford as the 
beefy archaeologist who takes on 
everyo ne from the Amazon 
Indians to the Third Reich . 

Gregory's Girl 3.00, 5.20, 8.15 
See last 40 or so copies of Student 
for details. 

Local Hero 2.1 5, 5.00, 8.05 
See Odeon. 

FILMHOUSE 
l:228 2688) 

The Herd 5.45, 8.15 Thurs 
By the much lauded Turkish 
director Yilmaz Guney, The Herd 
covers much the same ground as 
Yo/, in a study of tyrannies , of the 
past , patriarchy, and progress. 
Evocative and again compelling. 
Worth a visit. 

Don Giovanni 7.00 Thur, Frl 
3.45, 7 .30 Sat 
Joseph Losey film version of 
Mozart's opera, primarily for opera 
fans or Italian students, but still at 
once accessible yet faithful which 
$trindberg's Parsi/al is not 

Atlantic City and 
Sweet Smell of Success 
6.40 Frl, Sat 
First film features the redoubtable 
Burt Lancaster in recent Louis 
Malle fi lm whilst the second tale of 
ruthl ess ambition seens Lancaster 
give the sort of performance which 
shows why he is sti ll around while 
Victor Mature's bigger chest and 
whiter teeth have long faded from 
view. 

Bastien Bastlenne 
3.30, 8.30 Sun 
A first for the go-ahead Film 
with the British premiere 
recent French film whi 
obviously haven 't seen . 

Diva 6.00, 8.30 Mon-Frl 
Much vaunted French hit al 
year, very pretty if at 
.macabre Diva is intriguin 
superficial and rather Ii 
Chinese meal, unsatisfying. 

Gold Diggers of 1933 and 
Footllght Parade 
2.30, 6.45, Mon 
The first is the gem of the 
unfortunately topical giv 
theme of unemployment 
depression and today, as 
unemployment is a cloud 
a silver lining. But still the 
are charming and the 
incredible. Where are yo 
Powell now that we nee 
Footlight Parade is anoth 
musical. 

Muddy River and 
Spirit of the Beehive 
6.45, Thur-Frl 
Two little known but ace 
films from Spain and 
respectively, definitely of i 
to the specialists . 

ODEON (667 3 
Gandhi 2.00, 7 .00 
Attenborough's eulogy ne 
introduction but the praise 
received needs qualifi 
(except where Ben King 
concerned). An ideal oppo 
to salve one's conscience, 
the Academy recently , bu 
else. The film is overlong, 
reverential , and unen 
pompous, serving best to c 
,that the views of the new Ii 
are just as banal and bigo 
those of the new right han 
oppose. 

Local Hero 2.1 5, 5.00, 8.00 
At times enigmatic, a 
charming, Local Hero c 
Forsyth as the most se 
watchable British film
since Noel Coward. Played 
admirable restraint by a 
new cast, and a refr 
freedom from cliches. Loca 
with its beautiful evocation 
Scottish coast, its paradox 
wry observations is 
pr ovoc ative and imm 
entertaining. 



STUDENT TRAVEL SUPPLEMENT 
YOUR GUIDE 

In the first ever student travel supplement to be published by 
Edinburgh University 'Student' we hope to offer a useful guide to help 
plan your summer vacation. We all dream of wandering around exotic 
locations of the movies, Paris, Marrakech, the Nile .. . , whilst excusing 
ourselves from such adventures on the grounds of financial 
embarrassment but a well-planned trip need not be as expensive as 
concrete hotels and plastic castanets at Benidorm. 

Paris is not only justifiably one of the most romanticised of cities but 
also within the reach of the impecunious and introverted amongst us. 
On page S Kirsten Barclay introduces you to the trials and tribulations 
as ·well as the pleasures of a visit to France's magnificent capital. 

Further afield, the supplement covers, Spain, bullfights and paella, 
Italy, gondolas and big ice-creams, Greece, the Acropolis and ouzo, 
Morocco, bi-sexuals and cous cous, Canada, mounties and maple 
syrup, and the US, Grand Canyons and big apples. 

Also there is all the relevant information on how to reach these 
destinations and special features from travel operators like Inter-Rail, 
Transalpino, and Student Travel Australia. 

Wherever you go this summer we hope you don't do anything we 
wouldn' t do and vice versa. One final word of warning whatever you do, 
take out travel insurance. Check with your nearest travel office which 
happens to be the Edinburgh Travel Centre (see opposite) for the 
competitive schemes which are available. Saving a few pounds on a 
premium is not worth the possible consequences. Check with the DHSS 
for medical services which are available in the EEC countries. These 
services are not always comparable with the National Health Service 
and in respect of Greece, medical insurance is a must. 

,0, Once fully insured, throw caution to the wind and have a bon voyage. 
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TRAVEL 
ROADSHOW 

All of Scotland's Universities 
are being visited in a week 
which will see hundreds of 

prizes being won. 

The Travel Roadshow 
will be at 

EDINBURGH 
UNIVERSITY 

on 
28th APRIL 4-7 pm 

In Potterrow, 
Student Centre House 

You could be sunning yourself 
for nothing this summer. 

Edinburgh Travel Centre 
The Edinburgh Travel Centre was set up 
as a service of the Students' Association 
immediately after the collapse of NUS 
Travel in November 1976. 

It offers a comprehensive service and 
the staff have a detailed knowledge of 
everything currently available in the 
way of cheap travel. 

A brief resume of what you will find at 
the Travel Centre might be helpful. To 
start with the sma ll things, you can get 
your International Student Identity Card 
(ISIC) th ere. This is useful a t home and 
abroad wherever students' reductions 
apply - travel, museums etc.- as proof 
that you are, in fact, a full time student. 
More and more travel companies are 
of(ering reduced fares to those students 
who are able to produce it. 

Next you can buy the Young Person's 
Railcard which gives you half price on 
trains and some ferries in the UK. The 
railcard is now available to anyone 
under 24 and to all matriculated 
s tudents above that age. New 
regu lations allow for its purchase at any 

Pilgrimair, S TB (Student Travel 
Bureau) , SSTS (Scandinavian Student 
Travel Service), STA (Student Travel 
Australia) , WST (Worldwide Student 
Travel), Transalpino and BUNAC 
(British Un iversities North American 
Club) give excellent coverage of 
destinations throughout the world. 
Charter flights which are offered to the 
general public are also, in most cases, 
available to students and these (which 
include Advance Booking Charters to the 
US, Canada and the Caribbean) are often 
comparable in price with student 
charters, but are obtainable only on a 
return basis. 

The special student reductions (and 
youth fares) offered by scheduled 
services cannot, in general , compete 
with the charter flights mentioned 
above, but they are worth looking at in 
case of destinations in the Middle East , 
Cyprus , Turkey , Egypt, Pakistan, India , 
Bangladesh and some African 
countries. In addition Apex and Pex 
flights - scheduled services which 

Your friendly student travel staff: from left: Tom Young, Lesley McCallum, 
Cathy Mills, Lesley Wilson. 

time of the year with a validity for 12 
months thereafter. The Travel Centre 
has a British Rail licence which means 
that you can buy any rail ticket or pass 
on the premises of the Students' 
Association rather than having to trek 
to Waverley Station. · Alternatively. if 
you wish to travel even more cheaply on 
UK buses you can similarly pick up a 
ticket from our office. 

Further up the scale , but st ill in the 
area of surface travel, you can buy Euro 
train or Transalpino tickets which enable 
you to travel almost anywhere in 
Europe for abou t 50% of the normal 
ad ult fare. In addition there is the 
lnterail Pass which costs £ 115.80 and 
a llows you unlimited travel o n 
continental railways for the period of 
one montb. Ferry tickets may be 
obtained for all domestic and most 
foreign routes, and on the majority of 
these student reductions are available. 

Moving into the air there are student 
flights organised by SAT A Student Air 
Travel Association) which can be 
purchased on a single or return basis. 
These flights , together with those run by 

require advance booking - now 
operate a ll over t he world , and together 
with the transatlantic budget which 
standby flights represent hot 
competition for charter operators in 
terms of price and convenience. The 
Travel Centre has a full IA TA 
(International Air Transport Association) 
licence and functions just like an airline 
office of a High St. travel agent as far as 
the acquisition of airline tickets is 
concerned. 

Finally any travel arrangement you 
make with us can be safeguarded by our 
own travel insurance which offers 
excellent cover at low premiums. 

We hope you will come along with 
any travel question you may like to ask; 
we are well equipped to give you a 
comprehensive and up-to-date answer 
and to make your bookings at the· best 
rates available. 

Opening Hours 
Monday to Friday - 9.00 am-5.30 pm 
(Saturltdy 10 am-12 noon July and 
August). 



United States 
In rece nt yea rs fa res across the Atlanti c 
have d ropped dramati ca ll y and the hop 
over the water need no longer be a pipe
d ream. The scheduled servi ces now vie 

with each other in a mad competitive 
struggle, and perhaps it would be a good 
idea to cash in before some of them 

DESTINATIONS 
th ro ttl e each other to dea th . The other 
side is a revelation, as anyo ne wh o has 
been there will tell yo u, and although the 
US Touri st authoriti es have been slow in 
publicising the amazing variety of 
attracti ons which they have to offer, 
even they are now catching up with the 
popula r enthusiasm. 

The choice is breathta king, and 
although it is the urban and cowboy 
scene which has been dinned into us on a 
billion feet of celluloid , these represent 
onl y a small part of the picture. 
Pract ica lit y dictates tha t you choose 
your area and then go bac k somewhere 
else another time - and so on until yo u 
begin to scrape the surface . New Yo rk / 
Washingwn and /o r San Francisco/LA 
beckon fo r a first time: to com bi ne the 

package of cheap goodies available for included) could set you up for several 
travel, sightseeing, ca r hire, concerts da ys . A word of warning of jobs. It is 
etc. in the US. Over there some airlines now virtually impossible to find vacation 
have I, 2 or 3-week passes at a fi xed rate work in the Sta tes if yo u act 

·for unlimited use of a ll their fli ghts o r independentl y. The best people to 
you can get from A to B to C on VUSA contact are Camp America and 
(Visit USA) di scount fares (onl y BUN AC (Briti sh Universities North 
bookable in the UK). Trains (Amtrak) Ameri ca Club). Information from 
are not cheap but Greyhound and United States Travel Service, 22 
Tra il ways buses offer exce ll ent period Sackville Street, London, WI (tel. 01-
passes. Accommodatio n is multi- 439 7433). Visas: Visa Unit , US 
tudinously varied. The highway chains Embassy, 5 Upper Grosvenor Street, 
of hotels in particul ar ca n be very London, WIA 2JB (tel. 01-449 7010); 
reasonably priced and hostel and (where American Consulate, 14 Queen's Street , 
appropriate) univers it y acco mmoda tion Belfas t, BT I 6EO (tel. 0232 28239); 
is oft en ava ila ble. Ea ting anywhere Ameri can Consulate , 3 Regent Terrace , 
other than the fla shier restaurants is Edinburgh, EH7 5BW (tel. 031-556 
exce ll ent va lue, and one mea l (breakfast 831 5). 

-------- - ------
two is possib le - fl ight o ut to LA, back-----------------------------, 
fro m New Yo rk with pe rh a ps 
Greyhound in betwee n, but you need 
some weeks and that mea ns mo re 
money. Pennsylvania and Virgi nia with 
the two eastern cities give an eye
opening dose of historical and rura l 
America to add to the hectic urban one: 
Shena ndoah and the Appa lachians, the 
Delaware river upstream, Williamsburg 
and Charlottesville, Gettysburg and 
Yorktown are as much America as the 
Empire State, the Bronx or the 
Metropolitan museum. California also 
has Yosemite and marvellous mountain 
scenery and beyond that the desert. 
Another time ew England and the 
coast of Maine; the mid-west and the 
great rivers , Florida, ew Orleans, 
Denver and the Rockic , ew Mexico , 
the Great Lakes and the north-west. It is 
only possible to make a list and hope that 
the twent ieth visit will make a dent in it. 

Standbys, 8-dav walk-ons. Apex 
fares , charter packages. BA has a Jet 
Club for the 16/24s, with an excellent 

18-35,5 
Contiki's America 

is going places! 
From coast-to
coast we'll show 
you the real 

IJO¥E 
America. Get you into 
the action. Fill your 
days (and nights) with 
adventure and fun. 
You'll see more, do 
more than you ever 

D D ~ I thought possible. Eight super tours , 
from our 18 day Western to a special 
7 week round trip. Get a brochure 
now - you'll like it .. . and you'll -----. love US! 

HERE IS 
THE,L~CE/ 

NOW IS 
THE TIME_/ 

GET ON YOUR 
· ,oNY ANO RIDE/ 

ASIA 0/W R/1 

BANGKOK ............ from £189 £366 
COLOMBO ........ .. from £204 £390 
DELHI ............... from £192 £342 
BALI ............ from £321 £554 
HONG KONG ................... from £198 £396 
KUALA LUMPUR ........... from £193 £402 
SINGAPORE .................... from £212 £413 
PEKING ....... from £272 £531 
AFRICA & MID-EAST 
CAIRO ......... from £145 £227 
DAR-ES-SALAAM ........... from £213 £413 
HARARE . . .................... from £290 £478 
ISTANBUL .............. .. .... from £96 £192 
JOHANNESBURG .... from £255 £510 
KUWAIT ................ ...... .. . from £236 £425 
LAGOS .................. from £213 £365 
LUSAKA ................... from £225 £449 
TANGIERS ... . ... from £96 £192 
NAIROBI .......................... from £177 £354 
TUNIS ...... from £102 £204 

AVAILABLE THROUGH YOUR 
LOCAL STUOENT TRAVEL OFFICE 

AUSTRALAS,IA o,w 111 

AUCKLAND ..................... from £462 £782 
SYDNEY .......................... from £389 £575 
MELBOURNE .................. from £389 £575 
PERTH ............................ from £366 £550 
NORTH AMERICA 
NEW YORK ..................... from £145 
LOS ANGELES ................ from £180 
HOUSTON ...................... from £174 
DALLAS ...... ..... ................ from £ 175 
CHICAGO ......... ........ ....... from £150 
MONTREAL ..................... from £150 
LATIN AMERICA 
BOGOTA ................... from £231 £462 
BUENOS AIRES .............. from £419 £685 
CARACAS .. .. ......... from £210 £450 
GUATEMALA .................. from £210 £420 
LIMA . . ................... .. .. .... from £246 £492 
MEXICO CITY ....... . ... from £216 £432 
QUITO ............ from £239 £478 
RIO DE JANEIRO ..... from £264 £528 
SANTIAGO .................. from £312 £624 
SAO PAULO ............. from £264 £528 

(~f)N'I11l{I 
Touring America, 
Europe & New Zealand 

this pa rt of Alberta is a must, as is the 
ra il journey on th rough the Rockies to 

No standby flights ex ist into Ca nada, Vancouver. British Columbia presents a 
but they do to New Yo rk , Bos ton and whole new world of natural wonders to 
Seattle and you can reach eastern or explore and there a re easy travel links to 
western Canada fa irly cheaply from the US both to the north (Alaska) and 
these US destinations. Alternatively, I south (Pacific coast) . 
Advan ce Boo king Ch a rters a re A good choice of cheap accom
availa ble LO Toronto or Vancouver (and ! modation across the board - hotels, 
less frequently to other destinations) I motels , halls of residence, YM and 
and Apexes to all po ints. Onta rio ' YWCAs and, of course, camp sites. 
combin es eve rythin g, the bright I More information from the Canadian 
lively, civilised city of Toronto has a Government Office of Tourism , Canada 
wilderness of lakes and forest s on its House, Trafalgar Square, London , SW I 
doorstep and there is every imaginable · (tel. 01-629 9492); British Columbian 
kind of outdoor activity. Also in the east i Tourism, I Regent Street, SW I (tel. Ol
is French Quebec with one of the finest 1 930 6857); Government of . Alberta 
north American cities, Montreal. / Department of Tounsm, 37 Hill Street, 
Further east still the remote seaboards I WI (tel. 01-499 3061); Government of 
of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince . Ontano Tounst Office, Ontano House, 
Edward Island and Newfoundland 1 13 Charles II Street, SW! (tel. 01-930 
embrace the Gulf of St Lawrence and 6404); Quebec Government Office , 12 
the passage through to the Great Lakes. Upper Grosvenor Street, WI (tel. OJ

Canada 

The train journey west is one of the 629 4155). Local travel bureaux are to be 
most fascinating in the world but is long found everywhere and the HQ of the 
and not cheap. An alternati ve is to travel Student Travel Organisation is a t 
a ll or part of the way by Greyhound bus AOSC, 44 St George's Street , Toronto . 
- much cheaper of course. Short of the Visas are not required by British 
Rocki es a re the boomi ng citi es of passport-holders; others should apply 
Edmonton and Calga ry.a nd ri ght under to Canadian High Commiss ion, 38 
the mountains Ban ff and Jasper Grosvenor Stree t, London, WIX 0AA -..11..-••--• Na ti ona l Park. For the scenicenthu iast (tel. 01-409 2071). 



Spain 
Barcelona, Madrid and Ma laga are a ll 
reachable by cheap student charters, 
and other dest ina tions by reasonabl y 
priced cheap scheduled excursion 
flights. Train travel , particularl y to 
southern Spa in , is a lengthy process, but 
well worth it if you have the time since it 
is possible to stop off a t any number of 
interesting places en route . Another idea 
is to travel to Santander on the north 
coast by boat from Plymouth . 

Spa in is a count ry of extraord inary 
scenic contrasts and (despite the 
Peninsular a nd Civil Wars) t he best 
preserved mediaeval cities in Europe. In 
the north eno ugh rain falls around the 
Picos de Europa and the Ga li cia n 
highlands to ensure a green alpine scene 
all the year round, and this gives the 
northern coastal resorts, with their fine 

sandy beaches (San Sebastian fo r 
instance), some rather uncertain 
wea ther. Burgos, Leon a nd Santiago 
fo rm a line of splendid towns on the 
pilgrim route from the Pyrenees to the 
west , and south of them is the high 
Castilian plain. Segovia and Avila are 
j ust short of the snow-covered 
G uada rr ama, a nd beyond this 
mo untain rampart is Madrid and the 
precise cen tre of the peninsula . To the 
east is Barcelona with its two costas, 
Brava to the north and Dorada to the 
south - in parts still beautiful but 
crushed now in the high season under 

Morocco 
One of the best destinations for a 
rewarding and co lourfu l but reasonab ly 
painless taste of the Arab world. 
Overland camping tours exist and are 
usually good value, a nd it is possible for 
the even more independent traveller to 
get around cheaply by train and bus. 
Some reasona bly priced flights are 
available to Tangier and Casablanca, or 
you could fl y to Malaga and then on 
either direct or via Algeci ras by boat to 
Tangier. The th rough journey by 
surface is poss ible but enormously long. 

Tangier has a n old co re, but is 
otherwise fa irly westernised and more 
than capable of ripping off the unwary 
tourist. Still in the no rth , the in land 
cities of Fez a nd Meknes with Rabat on 
the coast give a splend id impression of 
Arabic culture - tiled mosques , 
me diaeval for t ificat ions, hidden 
courtya rd ga rdens - and in the shops 
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the weight of mass touri sm. Mo re of thi s 
too on the Cosa Blanca a round 
Al,cante and Valencia a nd immediate ly 
to the wes t of Ma laga o n the Cos ta de! 
Sol. But in all these a reas there is lo ts of 
life (not aU of_ it parti_c ularly Spanish), 
and w11h a Jud 1c1ous bll of choosing it is 
possible to imagine that yo u are a broad. 
And the unmentioned coas ts - east of 
Malaga , the area round Almeria and the 
Costa de la Luz below Cadiz are much 
less frequented. 

In order to discover more of the real 
Spain yo u must travel inland. Andalucia 
for Sevil le, Cordoba and Granada bulls 
and flamenco and Moorish pa'iaces: 
throughout the country mervellous 
tucked-away cities - Cuenca Zamora 
Salamanca - these and any ~illage 10'. 
15 miles from the sea and on in will give 
more of a travell er's feeling of being 
away than anywhere else in Europe. 

Isla nds. Majorca, Menorca , Ibiza a nd 
Formentera and off the bulge of Africa , 
Tenerife, Grand Canary, Lanzarote , 
Hierro, Gomera etc. The latter are, of 
course, a sepa rate journey and just 
about the best idea of winter sun fo r 
those who ca n affo rd the time a nd 
money. Majo rca is one of the mos t 
po pular ho liday destinations in the 
world, and the choice is nor surprising: 
it is an amazingly unspoilt place , the 
numbers vanishing apparently to 
nowhere. The north-west coast, forested 
and cragged, is a specially notable area. 
The ot her Mediterranean islands lie 
quite close, and exploration of each is 
well worthwhile. 

Private house, hotel a nd hostel 
accommodation is all regularly vetted 
by the Department of Tourism and is 
abso lutely dependable down to the 
lowest (and cheapest) unstarred level -
but keep c lea r or the package hotels. 
Excellent camp sites. 

In formation from Spanish· National 
Tourist Office, 57 St James's Street, 
London , SW! (tel. 01-449 0901). The 
student ou tfit Viajeseu/Tive resides at 
Fernando El Ca ta lico, Madrid. 

there is a tempting array of bits of 
pottery , rugs, leather goods etc. 

South , past the occasional .Roman 
site, lies Marrakech , a walled oasis of 
colourfu l markets. Beyond are the Atlas 
mountains, a mass ive range which 
protects the fertile centre of the country 
from the encroaching sands of the 
desert. A journey over the pass from 
Marrakech brings you past primitive 
villages to the town of Quazasa rte and 
Zagora, right on the edge of the Sahara. 
To the west another oasis at 
Taroudannt, from which it is possible to 
make more desert excursions, and on 
the coast the sophisticated seaside reso rt 
of Agadir - a place to laze on the beach 
and recover from your exertions in the 
in terior. Accommodation in hotels can 
be cheap, b ut you have to shop arou nd 
before you find one where the standards 
are reasonable. Numerous camp sites. 
Moroccan Tourist Office, 174 Regent 
Street, London , W I (tel. 0 1-437 0074). 

Greece sophisticated facilities in the back of 
beyond. Wha tever your reasons for 
going anywhere at all, ever, Greece is a 
destination not to be missed - and if 
you can manage it in June or September 

A pattern of is la nds, underlined by the so much the better. 
long si lhouette of Crete. The It's a long way to go by bus or train, 
Dodecanese cling closely to the skirts of but possible. Another surface idea: train 
Asia Minor, the Cyclades are roughly in to Bari or Brindisi and then on to Corfu, 
the Aegean's midd le and the Sporades lgoumenitsa or Patras by ferry. Lots of 
were hurled from the heavens some time cha rter flights avai lable to Athens, many 
ago and just missed the mainland's east to Corfu and Rhodes and some to Herak
coast. (Gk: sporas, scattered). The lion. From Piraeus (and one or two other 
Ionian islands (Corfu etc .) embrace the lesser ports) a wildly complicated and 
opposi te shore. All these sea-girt isles unpredictable array of fe rries, making it 
are magnets to the traveller, so don't be essential that you are the sort of person 
surprised if your own personal and who is much happier to travel than to 
highly original choice is universally arnve. 
sha red - particularly in July and Compulsory reading: Herodotus , 
August. Island-hopping is an obvious Lawrence Durrel_l, Hesiod, Homer, 
attraction and deck-class on the ferries Aristophanes, Gerald Durrell , 
is reasonably cheap. Di s tances , Thucydides, Sophocles, Aeschylus, 
schedules and routings have to be Patrick Leigh Fermor and Euripides. 
carefully digested however , and is not Accommodation generally cheap, 
surpri singly difficult to see all 1,000 whenever you can get it ; in the more 
islands in a week. To concentrate on a popular islands it could be so cheap as to 
small group or, better still, to absorb be free in later July and August because 
one island so that you get to know it you r bed will be the beach - romantic 
well, is perhaps a good plan. On a first and star-drenched, but slightly 
trip a dutiful visit to Athens should uncomfortable after a whi le. 
probably be included, and less dutiful Detailed information on all areas 
ones to Delph, , Mycenae and from the National Tourist Organisation 
Epidaurus. For the unnecessarily of Greece, 195-197 Regent Street , 
energetic, water-skiing, sailboarding London, W I (tel. 0 1-734 5997). The 
and sailing are to be had, but check in Greek Student Trave l Office is AUSST, 

1,a. d. v_a_n_c_e_,;,;,a_n,;,.d_dc...oc...n_ ' t_ e;:,,:x.:..,;:__e:...:c...:.t_ t...:.h:..:e.::.se.::....:.__,l_F:-_::..:ilellinon Street Athens. 

CAfflPUS 
A mind of your own? 

If you have and are under 35; prefer 
to feel abroad when you are , 

then we have the holidays to match . 
In Greece, Italy, France and Corsica. 

Come along to see us at the Travel Fair on 
Thursday afternoon -you could win a free 
holiday, a Travel Voucher worth £50, or a 

bottle of wine worth slightly less. 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH SA TAC L TO ATOL 822 
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• Reduced rail fares to over 2000 Tickets valid 2 months • 
destinations in 24 countries 

Wide choice of routes to all • • Flexible stopovers dest,nat,ons 

• Available to anyone under 26 Daily departures • 
EUROTRAIN offers huge reductions on standard rail fares to everyone 
under 26. There are 2,000 destinations in 24 European countries to 
choose from . 

A EUROTRAIN ticket is val id for two months which means you plan 
your journey. Once you've chosen your destination, you can stop off 
en route-for a few hours or a few days-the only requirement ,s that 
you complete your journey within two months. 

All EUROTRAIN destinations are served by daily departures and 
several different routes. For example, you could travel out to Rome v,a 
France and back via Switzerland, France, Luxembourg and Belgium. 
The ch~ice is yours! 

Italy 
Where to start? Venice perhaps whilst it is 
Sllll above water. Cheap charter flights 
here and to Milan, Genoa, Pisa, Rome, 
Naples, Palmero, Brindisi and Bari. 
Northern Italy also easily (but no much 
more cheaply) reached by train. Milan is 
the destination for the lakes and 
mountains of the north and the other 
fine cities in the area (Verona, Vicenza 
and Padua). Genoa jumps yo u straight 
into the Italian Rieviera, and Pisa 
serves Florence, Tuscany and Umbria, 
the coast round Lerici (Shelly drowned 
here) and the super isle of Elba 

Talking of Val d'lsere etc, skiing 1.-------------------------------- enthusiasts have amazing facilities in the 

Book Review 
The Pauper's Guide to Paris 
Miles Turner. Pan £2.50. 

This useful guide is curren tl y to be seen 
protruding from all Brits' pockets while 
they tour Paris and on the whole I can 
see why. 

Although the first chapter's detailed 
information on actually getting there is 
not really valid for students who are 
more likely to visit Transalpine between 
lectures and thus slum across the 
channel by ferry, a lot of the 
information within is useful such as its 
restaurant guide. 

The book li sts all or most of the places 
where one can have a 3-course meal for 
as little as £3.50. However as the book 
itself points out Parisiens are versatile 
and we found this particularly true of 
prices. Even though the book is revi sed 
(1982) often we'd reach a place to find its 
price had soared. However the book is 
very sensibly set out in arondissements 
so you always check out the next one 
listed in that area which is never too far 
away. 

Not all the book is as useful as the 
restaurant section forgetting 
momentarily who the book is aimed at 
the author lists under "Essential 
Packing" a portable hairdrier and a 
travel iron! 

Also the information about hotels is 
not up to the standards of that given by 
the Hotel Information place at the Gard 
du Nord who for a nominal fee, book 
you in somewhere cheap and clean 
within minutes (eg £4.50 a night , bed 
and breakfast). 

Although I definitely found Th 
Pauper's Guide to Paris useful it was no 
essential and once its evident that the 
best value is off the beaten track it can be 
relegated to the bottom of your 
rucksack. I'd advocate having a quick 
gla nce through someone else's cop 
before you go. Kirsten Barclay 

France 
French alps. Purpose-built resorts allow 
dawn-to-dusk skiing with ski-lifts 

1 
linked directly to your bed, and there's 
absolutely no need to stop for lunch. 

For a country so close to Britain and so 
well known - at least in history - it is 
unnecessary to go into boring details, 
not least because only the briefest 
summary is in any case possible. The 
attractions of the riviera need not, for a . 
start, be emphasised, though outside the 
campsites it is obviously an expensive 
area in which to stay. Normandy and 
Brittany have coast lines which are 
equally attractive in a different way and 
it is cheaper to get there and cheaper to 
stay. Inland France is a revelation , both 
scenically and on the pocket, for those 
who have not sampled it. Notable areas 
are the Loire Valley (castles of course) , 
the Dordogne and the departments of 
Lot and Herault further south, the 
Pyrenees , Provence, the Cevennes and 
the Auvergne. If your surname happens 
to be 'Jones' or you feel ob liged to keep 
up with them if it isn't , it is compulsory 
to be in Paris in the spring time , San 
Tropez in July , Val d'lsere in February 
and on the Canal du Midi in May. 

Edinburgh 
Travel 
Centre 

Bristo 
Square 

Another idea is Corsica. Napoleon 
was here , but current bandits tend to 
confine their activities to potting rabbits 
amongst the forest and crags of the 
interior. The west coas t is red, rocky and 
precipitous with a ttractive sandy coves. 
Bastia , Ajaccio and Calvi are reached by 
ferry from ice or Marseilles. 

Cheap charter nights to any of the 
French airports are difficult to come by, 
and the answer is ferry and train. If you 

(Napoleon's prison). Rome needs no 
introduction - as they say in all the 
travel brochures when they mean that 
they can't be bothered to write abo ut it 
- and neither does Nap les (for 
Pompeii, Herculaneum, Capri, lschia, 
Sorrento, seagulls and Vesuvius). From 
one volcano to another and there's 
Sicily with expatriat bits of classical 
Greece approached by classical 
whirlpools. A perambulation of Sicily to 
see the sites is a different thing to do 
and/or a visit to some of the sate llite 
islands, Lipari, smok ing Stromboh, 
Ustica, Lampedusa places all 
undreamt of by those standing shoulder 
to shoulder on the beaches of southern 
Crete. And another island, Sardinia, 
reached more conveniently by ferry 
from Civitavecchia (not far from Rome) 
or from Genoa if you happen to be in the 
north. Reverting to the south and back 
on the mainland (thank you, Scylla), 
Calabria or the foot of Ita ly is highly 
unfrequented and worth exploring. 
Round the heel and up the Adriatic 
coasts boats play from Brindisi, Bari 
and Ancona to Greece, and from the 
latter two ports also Yugoslavia. 
Further north there's Urbino (unspo ilt 
mediaeva l city), Ravenna (mosaics) , 
Rimini (avoidable). Cheap pensions 
abound, though obviously they get filled 
up by the sea in the summer. Internal 
train travel is relatively cheap, but the 
answer is to choose your area and not 
try to cover too much ground . There will 
probably be another time. More 
information from the Italian Tourist 
Board, 201 Regent Street, London, WI 
(tel. 01-439 23 11 ) or from CTS, Via 
Glenova, 16, Rome. 

wish to visit a number of places on a 
round trip - and perhaps other places 
beyond the borders - an Interail card is 
a good idea. If too old for this , a 'France 
Vacances' railpass for one week, two 
weeks or a month is worth looking at. 

Campsites throughout France are 
especia ll y well equipped and pension 
bed and breakfast accommodation is 
surprisingly cheap outside Pa ris , the 
Cote d'Azur and August. 

More information from the French 
Government Torusit Office, I 78 
Piccadilly , London, WI (tel. 01-491 
7622); from the student orgnisat ion, 
OTU, a t 137 Boulevard St Michel, Paris, 
and from local bureaux. 



The best way - or at least the cheapest 
method - to reach Paris is to travel 
Tra nsa lpino. This involves a train from 
London to Dover (or Folkstone 
perhaps), a four hour ferry trip then 
ano ther train journey. This is not a 
lengthy busines - about a day's 
journey really. Once in at the Gard du 
Nord you'll need some money. Euro
cheque is no good here, the exchange 
booth only accepts travelle rs cheques. 
(It 's ra te is rough ly on a par with the 
banks). If you've been really sensible 
you'll have brought some francs - but 
few of us are so organised in practice . 
This disorgansiation might also mean 
you've nowhere to stay so nip along to 
the informa tion desk and for an 
extremely meagre sum the charming 
assistant will have yo u booked in at a 
small hotel, B&B for about five pounds 
a night each. (This charm is no! a 
consistent fea ture of the Parisian 
character I will point o ut now - Paris is 
pricey but pleasant - its inhabitants are 
spicy-breathed and unpleasant - a 
noxious race who dislike everyone, so 
don ' t fee l paranoid.) 

Having dropped off your stuff -
they'll have given you a map at the 
informa tion place - free 1 - you'll no 
doubt feel the team time parching of the 
th roa t, time for alco holic lubrication in 
a Pa ri sian cafe - which is when th e· 
trouble begins. All Parisian cafes look 
the same, situated on a corner with a 
pinball machine and a 'tabac' at the 
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other side, so it's impossible to make 
note of those you wish to avoid in 
future. (There's no danger that'll you 
ever have the desire to visit the same 
place twice so in that respect l suppose 
their homogeneity is irrelevant.) 

Once in a Parisian cafe beware -
they've seen you coming and hastily put 
a special tariff for tourists (a 200% 
increase in prices at least) but there are 
yet more pitfalls. Despite a new 
legislation written everywhere saying 
"service compris" if possible you'll be 
charged 15% extra for service. Stress 
that you'll be standing up at the counter 
drinking it , or there'll be at least a 50p 
surcharge for the pleasure of sitting 
down. Then check you r change-you'll 
find you've the equ ivalent of a pound 
short so attempt to make a fuss. It won't 
get you anywhere but perhaps when i 
they see more and more tourists 
standing up for themselves this 
unendearing practice will die out. 

Next , when you visit the toilet - that 
cubbyhole with a Oat china Ooor - no 
it's not a shower - well you'll soon get 
the hang of these toilets. When finished 
jump backwards - out of the door if 
there's no room, - because when you 
pull the cha in it Oushes upwards, if you 
see wha t I mea n, and you 're lia ble to 
receive a to n of Parisian efnuencc all 
over yo ur new Guccis if you don't step 
back qui ckl y eno ugh. 

Another thing about Parisian cafes 
the little red plastic trays on the counter 

must cat ch a glimpse of the fa mo us lad y 
go to the postca rd sta nd . Aga in thi s is 
not j ust a place to ogle pai ntings, such 
p rovoking pieces of sculplllre as th e 
Ve1111.1 de Milo a re a lso exhibited here. 

If io u'rc so inclined , in fac t there's a 
Rodin ex hibi tion o n the other side of th e 
Seine nea r Les ln,·alides. thi s is both in 
and outdoo rs a nd devo tees wi ll re li sh it. 

1 
I low abou t some al terna ti ve cu lt ure'' 

/ We ll , tak_c the Metro to f'igalle for the 
\'a n o us li ve sex shows, prost illltcs and 

'so o n - but sk ip the fil ms . To suffer the 
deg rada tion of being as ked if I was 18, 
!hen being shown a film Mrs 
Whiteho use hersel f wo ul d n't objec t to 

· was mo re tha n I co uld bea r persona ll y. 
i If yo u' ve dec ided to skip the aes thetic 
deli ght s of Li ve! Perfo rming Lesbia ns' 

' move up hill to Mon1111ar1re where an y 
' number o f a rti sts sell their wares in a 
whit e squa re. They will a lso d ra w yo u 
fo r a fee - it ma y well be wonh eve ry 
penn y if yo ur ego needs boos ting. Every 
a rti st I sa w was Oa llering hi s subject , not 

, beyo nd a ll recognition , but eno ugh that 
, they wo uld be delighted with the result. 
; (No shades of Oliver "Warts and all " 
Cromwell here.) 

- if you think they're for tapping , 
cigarette ash ou'II et an es eciall From here go around _the co rner to 
dour I k M

y . g 
I 

P Y the Sacre Coeur - for a view of Pans at 
oo - ons1eur e patron places / d k 1 . . 1 1 . 

your eh · th us t 11s 1s t 1e pace to be . Unlike the 
Eno a~g; 

10 
k. e~W II ff j Eiffel To11•er (like DHT normally full of 

ug nn mg . e , stagger 0 . , a I protesting students) 1his view is free -
good few francs lighter, to the Pomptdou · 1 S C b ·id· · If Cell/ d . h. . so 1s t 1e acre oeur u1 111g n se , 

re a mo ern art centre w,t_ ns matn obviously. I love this particular church , 
architecture on the extenor lifts pipes . . . 
etc swarm all over this ama;in a~tefa ns atmosphere is so pervasive and 
like t h g . dct peaceful, even 1f your nerves are ragged 

are th
ranspar,ent worms wdodse tnnar_ s from encounters with Parisian cafe 
e peop e go111g up an own to its 'II I · · · · 

many n L
.k 

11 11 
. owners you eave this bu1ld1ng 111 a 

oors. 1 e a ga enes and b d E · · 
museums in Paris, the Pompidou is free etter moo . nou~h senttmentalny. 
on a Wednesday (not the day to trip No doubt by now you re hungry . This 1s 
about in your newest pin-heeled Charles the ume_ to save money, by ventunng 
Jourdan shoes.) You'll have to pay extra into d_ub,ous and d111gy backstreets w_,th 
for the special exhibitions within which the atd of a . decent map to find ttny 
are always well worth it. The permanent restaurants wnh the set menus d1s_played 

h 'b't' ·t If· th f 1 1n the po key w111dow. For the equivalent 
ex ' t 10n t se ,s e s_ort o pace even of £3.50 you can have a 3-course meal, 
those of us who know li tt le and care less service and drinkab le wine inc luded. If 
about modern art, cou ld spend hours 111. hunger was too much for ou and ou 
There are lots of great tact ile exh1b1ts! · · 1 y · ff y 

If 
. ate 111 a tounst catc1er, or np-o JOtnl, 

your tastes are more conventional, II 'II b I f k th J d p 
1 

. . we you e extreme y out o poc et. 
e eux e aume, a mpress10nist You ll'ere warned! 

gallery 1s a beautiful place to v1sll -
even the plebs amongst us will recognise Tomorrow you can sip citron presse m 
man y a S eural, or Lau1rec just from the Champs t:tysees. climb the Arc de 
seeing the reproduction in a trendy Triomphe. shop in Les Halles - well 
coffee chop. There are al so statuettes ma ybe not Les 1/alles - an eno rmo us 
such as Degas' horses or ballerinas g litt e rin g s hopping area whi c h 
whi ch o ne could s tand before , somewhat out shines the St James 
covetously for hours. Centre - and where a ll the clo thes cos t 

Tlt e Louvre is not far away , again th is f'i ve times what yo u'd expect o r mo re_ 
houses ma ny old favourites including f40 for a T-shirt an yo ne'' Well thi s is 
our old fri end the Mona Lisa. Don't Paris. 
expect to see her though , she's knee deep 
in camera cli cking Japanese, so if you 

Kirsten Barclay 

-------- ---·----- --------- --------·-· ··--·-------

TPANSALPINO 

The railway to Europe for under 26's 

BOOK THROUGH THE EDINBURGH TRAVEL CENTRE 



TRAVEL COMPANIES 
Students 

Travel 

Bureau 
STB's Summer Flights For Students 

The Students' Travel Bureau's 
programme of Summer Flights stretches 
from the beginning of May to the end of 
October. Starting with a frequency of 30 
flights per week to 15 destinations in 
Italy, Spain, Germany and Austria we 
build up to a peak season of 46 flights 
per week covering in all 19 destinations. 

Out of this total 16 are Italian cities 
and we do therefore regard ourselves as 
specialists in this area. We shall be 
workin in close co-operation with the 
Italian National Student Travel 
Organisation who will be marketing our 
product th roughout Ital y. 

Historically STB has been one of the 
pioneers of student charter flights 
between the UK and Ital y and has been 

operating in thi s field for the past 20 
years . Throughout the 'sixties networks 
of Student Charter Flights linked all the 
major Europea n cities. Student Charter 
Flight in Europe reached their peak in 
traffic terms in the early 'sixties. The 
decline in the appeal of the Student 
Charter Flight as a mode of holiday 
travel for students manifested itself 
across the entire Europea n scene. 

Senior Management in STB and in its 
parent company at that time realised 
that changed ci rcumstances made it 
impossible to consider complete aircraft 
student charter flights. The Civi l 
Aviation Authority was approached 
with a formal application to carry 
"student traffic" on the charter flights 
operated by the parent company which 
had until that time been restricted to 
Inclusive Tours Traffic. 

It is entirely due to the mixed licences 
and our close relationship to Pegasus 
Holidays that we are in the happy 
position of being able to offer such a 
wide ranging and frequent air travel 
service to the student community. 

The conditions of elegibility for 
student charter flights are clearly 
defined in our summer programme. In 

broad terms, fulltime studen ts up to the 
age of 30 and fulltime scholars up to the 
31st December of the year in which they 
complete their courses are eligible in 
their own right. 

It is important to remember that Civi l 
Aviation Authorities reserve th e right to 
inspect flights on departure and it is 
necessary therefore for all Student 
Flight participants to be in possession of 
valid proof of student/scholar sta tu s. 

It is o ur intention to work closely with 
Student Travel Offices in general and 
with the Edinburgh University Students 
Travel Centre in particular. 

Our Reservations System which is 
fully computerised a llows us to give on
the-spot confirmation of booking. 
Subject to availabi lity a booking can be 
made a few hours prior to intended 
departure. Since the capacity allocated 
on each departure to the student charter 
product is limited we do however advise 
you to make up your _minds a little 
earlier than th at and avoid disappoint
ment. 

All STB flights may be booked 
directly through Edinburgh Travel 
Centre. 

Young Persons 
Railcards 

With a Young Person's Railcard, anyone (yes, 
anyone under 24) can get half price travel on 
Ordinary and Awayday tickets. 

You can use it to travel the length and breadth of 
the country - even on some Sealink ferries. 

The Railcard lasts a full 12 
months from the date of 

purchase, yet still costs only 
£10. Most people find 
the Railcard more than 
pays for itself within a 
couple of journeys. 

You'll get a leaflet with 
all the details (including 
certain minimum fares) 
at most stations or 
British Rail appointed 
travel agents. 

If you bring two 
recent passport size 

photos, proof you're under 
24 and £10 with you, you 
can buy a Young Person's 

Railcard on the spot! 

I 

Contiki 

Tours 
ONE DAY I'M GOING TO 
GO TO .. . . 

Have you ever just sat and thought of all 
the places you reall y want to see? The 
Champs Elysees, a Bordeaux Vineyard, 
the Monte Carlo Casino, the Spanish 
Steps in Rome, the J;rngfrau , the Van 
Gogh Museum and Amsterdam's red 
light district, maybe? If only you had 
world enough and time - not to 
mention money. 

It may therefore come as a surprise to 
you to know that all these places (and 
some more besides) can be visited on a 
three week tour with a holiday company 
called Contiki -for £324.00, and that 
includes all transport and accommoda
tion! Catering only for the 18-35 age 
group, Contiki ope rates touring 
holidays in luxury coaches, not just in 
Europe , but also in the USA and New 
Zealand. 

Obviously, at tha t price, you are 
going to stay in quite basic 
accommodation - on Contiki's Mini 
European tour, about two out of three 
nights will be spent in pre-erected tents at 
campsites -some of which nevertheless 
have very good facilities, like pools, bars 
and shops. The remaining nights a re 
spent in shared accommodation in wha t 
Contiki call 'special stopovers' which 
are buildings of historic or local interest, 
like a chateau in the Beaujolais region of 
France -complete with its own 
vineyard. 

A food kitty (£55 on the 3 week tour) 
provides three meals most days. You 
have a resident cook on each site who 
does most of the hard work, though yo u 
are expected to lend a hand here and 
there. The tour is accompanied by a 
trained courier and driver. The courier's 
there not only to give information abo ut 
the places visited, but to organise some 
lively nightlife too. You're not 
overorganised, though, and can op t out 
and do your own thing in each city if you 
want. However, a large number of 
excursions is already included in the 
price, like a walking tour of Renaissance 
Florence, an excursion to the 1972 
Munich Olympic complex, and a tour of 
Amsterdam by Canal boat. 

If you fancy venturing further afield, 
Contiki also run similar tours in 
America, aimed at young people who 
want to see a lot on a budget. Again you 
stay at camps it es and specia l stopovers 
and travel by luxury coach. Contiki's 21 
day Sou th ern tour visits New York, 
Washington, Nashville, Memphis, New 
Orleans, Houston, El Paso, the Grand 
Canyon and Las Vegas and finishes in 
Los Angeles. The cost, without flight , is 
from £342 - not too expensive 
considering you will cross the States, 
visit the White H ouse, listen to jazz in 
New Orleans' French Quarter, and see 
th e Space Centre, an Indian 
Reservation , Universal Studios and 
Disneyland . With the prospect of 
another a irline price war across the 
Atlantic, now could be the time to go! 

Facts: Contiki's tours of Europe start 
at £ 198.00 for a 14 day tour. Longer 
tours, up to 61 days, are also available. 

Contiki tours of America cost from 
£284 (excluding flight) for an 18 day 
tour a nd there a re tours available up to 
49 days' duration, starting in New York 
or Los Angeles. 

All to urs are restricted to 18-35 age 
group. Details avai lable from 
Edinburgh Travel Centre. 



TRAVEL COMPANIES 
STA Travel A strong reputation with customers 

and a irlines alike makes ST A well 

UK Ltd placed to ex ploit the upsurge in trans-
. globa l tra vel cause by the relative 

Hop Scottish! 
Th ts f f fi f j decline in the costs of long distance 

e secre o suc~ess _or a trm rom , flying. 
Down Under .'~htch IS now taking Success in an expandin market ave 
thousands of Bnttsh students up, up and STA t b g h gh · a s rong ase w en t etr 
away . . . competitors were fo undering. Further 

Students on the move are big busmess strength ·d d b b · 
You can hop an Eastern Scottish coach to London 
every day of the week. 

d ST was prov1 e y not emg 
an 'as A Travel UK Ltd have shown, totally dependent on students. Many 
they a re big enough busmess to be able more people , especially Australians and 
to obt~m _sp_ec1a l terms from most of the New Zea landers travelling round the 
world s a irlines. . world , fly with STA because of their 

We pick you up in Edinburgh, Bathgate, 
Dalke1th, Livingston and Penicuik - as weTI as.in some 
Border towns. And we let you off right at Victoria 
Coach Station. 

ST A are now one of the maJor student low fares 
travel operators in this country. They Bui ldi~g upon their Australasian 
have reached this position over a short routes and using the extra capital after 
period after other companies fai led to the transfo rmation from AUS Travel, 
survive. ST A expanded around the globe. 

We let you off pretty lightly with the price, too. 
Because you can travel from Edinburgh to London for 
instance, for just £18 , return. 

ST A evolved out of the Australian Africa, South America, flight s and 
student t rave l company A US Travel Pty adventure-type packages to Venezuela 
Ltd , and its British subsidiary AUS UK and Peru , and China, the first year ever 
Ltd. Set up in March I 979 ST A is owned of a visa allowing unescorted travel, are 
by a major Australian company but the latest rou tes to be opened up. 
student representation is retained on it s Phil Griffiths of ST A sees North 

For more 
information, and your 

board. 
The move away from studen t 

ownersh ip was made to provide extra 
money to a ll ow a series of new markets 
to be tapped for the benefit of student 
travellers. 

STA's success has been built on a 
reputation of providing the cheapest 
reliable flights available and being in the 
right market at the right time. 

local pick-up point, contact any Benefits 
The foundations for the success were 

built on long-haul flights to and from 
Australia and the Far East. STA showed 
that there was a strong demand not only · 
for people going on holiday but also 
from overseas student s travelling 
between college and home. 

Eastern Scottish company office, or travel agent. 

People going places go Scottish 
Eastern ~coTT1sH 

COTTERS 
Coach line 
£12 RETURN TO LONDON COTTERS 
LUXURY COACHLINE SERVICE 
Now Senior Citizens, Students and 
Nurses can travel from Scotland to 
London on Cotters Luxury Coachline 
service for on ly £12 return - a 
reduction of almost 50% on the normal 
fare. This news was released this week 
by Cotter Tours , the Glasgow based 
company which won the 1981 CBI 
Award for the service. 

Coachline, a brand new concept in 
inter-city travel , has a lready captured 
the imagination of the travelling public 
and since its inception just over two 
years ago, it has carried over 250,000 
passengers. 

Cotters vehicles offer genuine 
comfort and quality : full air suspension, 
spacious reclining sea ts , toilet and wash 
facilities . 

But where the service is really 
unrivalled is in the range of facilities 
provided on board: 

Personal stewardess service; 
Snacks on board; 
Video TV - with colour movies 
every trip. 

The service departs twice daily from 
Glasgow a nd Edinburgh to London 
return and operates every day of the 
week. Bookings can be made at trave l 
agents or at a ny Cotters office. Normal 
fares are £11.50 Single, £21.50 Return. 

The special fare applies from 11 th 
April to 2nd June and THERE IS NO 
LIMIT TO THE NUMBER OF 
PASSENGERS WHO CAN TRAVEL 
ATTHIBRED UCEDFAREONANY 
VEHICLE AT ANY ONE TIME. 
Passengers can travel on a ny day of the 
week of the service, except for Fridays 
and Sundays. 

Inter Rail 
Campus 
Holidays 

Student discounts were introduced in BEN DI DORM: 10 am Donkey race with 
1968 when BIGE tickets cou ld be sill y hats; I pm Beer race (with buckets 
purchased at a reduced rate for travel o n provided); 8 pm Fancy dress disco crawl. ' 
specifi ed trains throughout Euro pe It th1s what a ll young peoples' holida y I 

The scheme has been so succes.sful companies offer yo u? Not a nymore ... 
that it has recently expanded to take in i Campus Holidays is a brand new , 
not only students but all people under company formed by people who ha ve I 
26. Currently th e saving is abou t 50 per had many years: experience in providing 1 

cent on norma l adu lt fares. holidays specifically des igned for 
Transalpino is now Europe 's largest st udents and other young people. 

d iscount rail service cove ring 200 Campus felt that althoug_h the 18-30s 
destinations in 25 countries as far apart ~ere ,;"e ll prov_ided for in the_ brash 
as northern Scandinavia a nd Greece. I club type holiday, there was little on 

Agents throughout Europe, st ill I offer_ t_o those who prefer a more 
including the Bank of Brusse ls, mean sophist icated break away from the 
that it is poss ible to have a round trip normal mass market areas . 

taking in severa l c;ties by buying a single CAMPUS C HOICE is for adventurous 
Transalpino ticket for each stage as a nd people who like to make their own way 
when required. around. Campus fly their passengers to 

However , if you a re planning to cover Greece and book a ll the accommoda
a lot of track-miles and pay whiStle-stop tion in up to four different resorts -
visits to as many places as possible it Athens, Paros, Mykonos and los. j 
may be more economica l to buy an Inter Travell ing between the resorts is down 
Rail card. T hi s gives unlimited travel on to the individual, though Campus 
European trains for a month and ha lf- representatives are available in each 
price tickets on British Rail. resort to help if needed. From £210.00. 

Its major di sadvantage is that there 
are hidden surchages on some trains, CAMPUS COMPANY - for those 
norm a lly linkin g major bu si ness who wish to mix with like-minded 
centres, that are designated as TEE ! people . Campus reps will organise 
(Trans Europe Express) and first class I anything their clients may wish to do -
only. . 1 windsurfing, boat trips, bar-b-ques , etc. 

Transalpino's image 1s sole ly of a - b ut without a pre-planned itinerary 
provider of cheap tickets but they can of activities. Available in 7 locations in 
provide any se rvice associated with rai l Greece. From £ 134.00. 
travel. 

An Inter Rail card will curren tl y cost CAMPUS CAMPING - low cost and 
you£ I 05 for a month , about th e same as 
Transalpino's most expensive returns. 

Over short distances Transa lpino 
wins hands down. 

The fina l choice boi ls down to the 
flexibility of Inter Rail versus Trans
al pino 's guaran teed far es. 

very laid back. Campus sites have been 
deliberately chosen away from the 
"canvas jungles" which have grown up 
recently ; in the South of France for 
example. Normandy, Brittany, Corsica, 
Italy and Greece are on offer. From 
£51.00. 

America as their next major market, for 
British students and youth. Already 
STA have two offices on the West Coast 
and the aim is to provide a more 
comprehensive service. A second route 
into the Far East and Australia via 
America ' s western seaboard will 
encompass the Pacific through exotic 
islands such as Bali and Hawaii. 

Offices worldwide plus a- network of 
carefully vetted agents ensure that 
optimum service is provided throughout 
the journey. Each journey's offices 
enjoy a large degree of autonomy, 
leaving them free to tailor their service 
exactly to local requirements. 

Flight tickets a nd a ll details of STA's 
operatio n arc availab le at Edinburgh 
Travel C'snt re. 

Euro train 
We would like to introduce the 
independent traveller to EUROTRA IN 
... the experts in European ra il travel; 
we are part of an international 
organi sa tion owned by the leading 
you th and studen t travel companies of 
Europe. This means, with our years of 
experi ence, that we guarantee you , the 
customer, the best service availble. 

EUROTRAIN offe r a choice of 2,000 
destinations in 24 European countries to 
a ll yo ung people under the age of 26, 
using sched uled rail serv ices throughout 
Europe, each destination havi ng at leas t 
one departure per day. 

A EUROTRAIN ticket gives you the 
option of a fast and direct journey to 
your destination or the freedom of two 
months to ex plore at lei sure the delights 
of the towns enroute. Your EURO
TRAIN ticket can be valid for tra vel 
from any station in the UK a nd of 
course includes your ferry crossing. It 
enables you to break your journey for a 
few hours or a few days at any station on 
the way;just keep to th e trains shown on 
the timetable attached to your ticket. 

Whether it's the excitement of Paris, 
the intrigue of Tangier, Venice at dawn, 
discovering the Moorish architecture of 
southern Spain, sampling the wines of 
the sleel? y hillside vineyards of the 
Dordogne or skiing in the Swiss alps ... 
Europe is yours with a EUROTRAIN 
ticket. 

For groups of ten or more people 
travelling together EUROTRAIN can 
offer even further discounts on our 
individual fares. Our experience and 
research will ensure that we offer you 
the best deal. For groups EUROTRAIN 
can quote a far to any station in Europe . 
We can also offer you a full service at 
your destination - booking 
accommodation, coach hire, guides and 
sightseeing itineraries, etc. We also 
supply a reliable group insurance policy. 

So go on - exert your independence 
- go EUROTRA IN. 



--TAKE OFF--

THIS SUMMER 
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>resenting . . . Miss Dorothy 
'Aichaels. 

rootsle 1.30, 4.30, 7.40 

Tootsie is a superficially 8musing 
but profoundly trivial and 
obnoxious film . It demonstrates 
that Americans like nothing better 
·han to have their puerile neuroses , 
;oncerning sexual role-playing 
,town up to grotesque pro
>ortions and portrayed with the 
nindless gusto and lack of 
subtlety for which Hollywood has 
,ecome famous . Further, the fact 
:hat this film was nominated for no 
ess than ten Oscars, including 
Best Film' shows their nauseating 
:apacity for self-congratulation. 

Dustin Hoffman stars as Michael 
orsey, a strugg linq actor cauaht 
p in the fickle New York acting 
orld and unable to get a job until 
e puts on drag and becomes 
)orothy Michaels.' Caught up in 
r, at irksome American disease, 
;ay-time television soap-opera, 
,uch 'comic' confusion arises 
1rom his simultaneous attempts to 
cope with his new stardom and his 
growing affection for Jessica 
lange, whom he meets on the set, 
,hile retaining his specious 
1entity. The film verges 
:angerously close to becoming 
·ckeningly gross and distasteful 
•hen he is in turn pursued by the 
qir l's father. 

Tootsie is rescued , however, 
rom oblivion by Jessica Lange's 
harm and Hoffman 's charisma 
hich just manages to permeate 
e wig and false-eyelashes, but 

•hy didn't someone tell Sydney 
ollack that the joke of gender 
reversal was exhausted by 

hakespeare in the 16th century? 
Ben Francis 

FILM SOCIETY 
rl 29th April Pleasance 
.45 Shlnebone Alley 
t972 John Wilson animated) 
.35 Sven Klang's Combo 
1975 Stellan Olsson) 
un 1st May Pleasance 
.45 To be announced. 
. 30 Tess (1980 Dir. Roman 
olanski , starring Natassia 

linski.) 
ed 4th GST 

.45 Paths of Glory 
1957 Stanley Kubrick) 
.20 The KIiiing 
1956 Stanley Kubrick ) 

Bill WIiiiams 

he Third Cinema 
ollowing the. highly successful 
ndependent ~ilm-makers' event 
of last term , the Third Cinema will 
be holding its first meeting 
'onight, Thursday 28th April , in the 
Guild Rooms at the F1lmhouse. We 
hall be showing a selection of 
xcellent independent films , 
ollowed by a discussion on all 
spects of the alternative cinema, 
rom production to screening and 
1stribution. All welcome ; 
dmission free. 

Cultuc_e vultures will have 
noticed 1hat at the moment the 
Filmhouse is hawing in associa
tion with the French Institute a 
special season of French musical 
films, including many that have 
not been seen north of Calais. 
These films vary widely in range 
from 1955 to 1982 and give 
insights into the state of French 
music past and present. The films 
are: 

Tuesday 3rd May 8.30 
French Institute 
Les Paraphles de Cherbourg 1964 
A musical romantic drama with 
Catherine Deneuve, probably the 
most beautiful French export. 

Sunday 8th May 8.30 
Film house 
Une Chambre en Ville 
A musical tragi-comedy centring 
round a young couple in nantes 
during a strike at the shipyards. 

Monday 9th May 8.30 
French Institute 
Aida 
Verdi 's opera filmed for French 
television . 

Tuesday 10th May 8.30 
French Institute 
French Can Can 
Auguste Renoir's film of Paris in 
the 1880s. The final 15 minutes 
made the Moulin Rouge (in)
famous . Edith Piaf makes an 
appearance. 

Wednesday 11th May 8.15 
Film house 
Deux "Rocks Frltes" Saignants 
The French rock scene. Can t~ey 
be much better than Belgians . 

Tuesday 17th May 8.30 
French Institute 
La Vie Parlslenne 
A comic opera view of romance 
among Parisian high society at the 
turn of the century. 

lJrlllJErlT~ 
Students' Philosophy Society 
Dr Gordon Graham from the 
University of St Andrews. 
" Political liberalism" 
Balcony Room, Teviot . 
7.30 pm, Thursday, 28th April. 

Friday 29th April 1 pm 
Teviot Row Debating Hall 
Meeting on Greenham Common. 

Saturday 30th April , The 
The Pleasance 
Gallery Macabre £1.00 
8-Late plus Disco. 

Sunday 1st May, The Pleasance_ 
Breaking the Nuclear Charn 
Conference, 10-5. Free. 

KB Union 
Thurs 28th April 
6_30 pm same Time Next Year 
starring Alan Alda . 
8.20 pm Poltergeist 
from the Spielberg stable. Free to 
matriculated students. 

Celebrate Eve of May Day 
Progressive disco, videos, raffles 
at the Pleasance, Saturday 30th 
April , 7 ti ll late. Tickets £1 , but the 
price will probably end up being 
negotiable as the evening zoom_s 
on. Organised by a tightly knrt 
group of Labour Club bureau
crats. 

Musical Society Chorus and 
Orchestra 
Saturday 30th April , 
Reid Concert Hall 
Mendelssohn's Elijah 
Conductor: Michael Turnbull 
£1.00 (members 50p) 

Runrig-Friday Night 
Teviot Row, £1 .75 
"A real snip"- Allan Little 

Thursday 28th April 
"RELIGION IN THE SOVIET 
UNION TODAY" by Rev . Michael 
Bordeaux, Director of Kesten 
College, in Seminar Room II of the 
University Chaplaincy Centre, at 
1.10 pm. 

Methsoc 
Sunday 1 st May 
10 am: Service at Granton led by 
Methsoc. 
8 pm: Talk - "Add iction" by Dr 
John Cox , Societies Room , 
Nicolson Square Methodist 
Church . 

The Pleasance 
"Thirty Disco" 
Every Thursday , Free Entry. 
8 till late. Happy Hour 8-9. 

The Pleasance 
"Friday Folk" 
Blues Band Chicken Reel 
Every Friday , Happy Hour 8-9. 

Thursday 28th April : Historical 
Society Lunch. 1.00 Kirkpatrick 
library, WRB. Arrive early for 
Bread, Cheese, Fruit, Vegetables, 
Biscuits . 

Tuesday 3rd May: Historical 
Society Balloon Debate. 6.30 
Kirkpatrick, library, WRB. Coffee 
and Cakes. 

Charities Week 
We're doing a sponsored 24-

hour hitch to Paris for Charities 
Week starting lunchtime Friday , 
29th . Is anyone going to London 
(or further!) will to offer a lift? If so 
please ring Philippa Bull 667 6552. 
thanks . Philippa Bull , Mark 
Stevenson, Judith Allen and Mike. 

rTIIJSI[] 
CLAREMONT 
HOTEL 
Thursday 28th April 
All for £1 tickets 
Ripping Records or on door. 
Sleep Detectives 
Tell Me A Colour 
Goodbye Mr McKenzie., 
Bar till 1 am; Disco. 
Three Ed inburgh bands. 
McKenzie are involved with Will 
Smartie (he of Simple Minds lame) 
and went down well last year at 
Chambers Street. Tell Me A 
Colour, home of shattered 
dreams, are what Tell Me A Colour 
always are, and Sleep Detectives 
play a dark yet accessible early 
Siouxsie-style music . A psyche
delic evening. Dark shades 
essential. One pound for three 
original bands. Don't miss it. 

NITE CLUB 
The Very Thing 
Thursday 28th April 
Bow Wow 
Frl 29th April 
Japanese heavy metal from these 
smaller-than-average head
bangers. 

I 
E a= 

The Famous Five 
Could Not. 

Tuesday, 

Could You? 
The media event of the 
Summer. 

Festival Times is the highly 
respected magazine of the 
Edinburgh Festival , 
quoted by theatre 
companies the year round. 

It is also one of the most 
,restigious and 
professional magazines 
run by students in the 
country. 

We are looking for 
enthusiastic , dedicated 
people (especially those 
with a proven interest in 
journalism) to join the 
ed itorial staff this 
Summer. 

Whether you want to take 
photographs, review, 
report, write features , sub 
or help organise the ~, 
office, come along to ff,..,..,... ,., ·, · 
this informal 
introductory 
meeting. 

3 May, 1 p.m. 
1 Buccleuch Place 

PLAYHOUSE 
(557 2590) 
Johnny Mathis 
Saturday 30th April 
The biggest star to come to 
Edinbur~h for years . Guaranteed 
to be full of middle-aged trendies 
and Rowan Atkinson in gorilla 
outfit singing along to When a 
Child is Born. 

The Enid 
Sunday 1 st , Monday 2nd May 
Excellent outlandish stuff. See 
music pages for high quality, in
depth report. 

QUEEN'S HALL 
(668 2117) 
The Dave Batcilelor Quartet 
Friday 29th April 10 pm 
The man himself plus three 
talented chums. 
plus the McFarland/ Wyzgowskl 
Duo 
Free admission if you can 
pronounce the latter's name, or 
spell it without cheating. 

Children's Concert 
Saturday 30th April 3 pm 
with the Napier College concert 
Band 

Meadows Chamber Orchestra 
Sunday 1st May 8 pm 
They've finally been allowed to 
quit playing outside and, with the 
qualification of calling themselves 
a chamber orchestra , now perform 
for you here. 

' 
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~ ~'A~ 11/.Af - structions; there are also 
THE NEW 57 GALLERY 
Derek Boshier 
Selected Drawings 
1960-82 
Until 7 May 

THE FINE ART SOCIETY 
(556 0305) 
10 Years in Edinburgh 
A Celebratory Exhibition 
Until 11 May 

THE ENGLISH 
SPEAKING UNION 
GALLERY 
Robin Philipson 
Paintings 
Until 30 April 

THE TALBOT RICE ART 
CENTRE 
A Moment in Time 
Scottish Contributions to Photo
graphy 1840-1920 
Until 14 May 

THE SHORE GALLERY 
John Brennan 
Tapestries 
Until 4 May 

THE PRINTMAKERS 
WORKSHOP GALLERY 
John Kirkwood 
"Ower His White Banes ... " 
Etchings and Photo-montages 
Until 30 April 

THE SCOTTISH. 
GALLERY (225 5955) 
Harry More-Gordon 
Watercolours 
Marianne More-Gordon 
Sewn Works 
Until 4 May 

THE PRINTMAKERS 
WORKSHOP GALLERY 
John Kirkwood 
Etchings and Photomontages 
Until 30 April. 

THE OPEN EYE 
GALLERY 
Barry Smith 
Recent Paintings and 
Contemporary Jewellery 
Until 12 May 

THE EDINBURGH 
GALLERY 
Exhibition of Architectural 
Drawing 
Until 21 May 

THE FRUITMARKET 
GALLERY 
Memphis: Milano in 
Edinburgh 
New Furniture, Ceramics 
and Glass from the Memphis 
Studio, Milan. 
Until 21 May. 

0 

THE RICHARD~ ~~ sculptures and drawings. 
DEMARCO GALLERY These works are corn-

~ Will Macle_an ~ posed of the flotsam and 
~ Const ructions, _.... jetsam of the Highland 

Small Sculptures ?'- beaches and also the 
~ and Drawings. ~ . 
~ uriu1 30 April. flotsam and Jetsam of the 

/7~~~¥VJ::::!.~ people of the West 
\VJ Highlands. Maclean 's 

work has an elegiac 
flavour: it is in mourning 

Dear Ed, I didn't actually have time 
to read those books you gave me 
to review over the holidays, but I 
had a look at the titles and 
managed to get a good idea of 
what they were about. So here 
goes . 

Waverley: A charming tale of an 
accident-prone marsupial , by 
"Si r" Walter Scott. The Clinker 
fa mily o f Morningside Road fi nd a 
bush-baby, wrapped in a duffle 
coat, on platform 14 of an 
Edinburgh railway station. It has a 
label round its neck reading : " I 
come from Borneo where there are 
not enough channels to support 
the viewing population, please 
look after me". Despite Father's 
initial reluctance (he is a David 
Frost fan) , the Clinkers take the 
animal into their home. Waverley, 
as 1t becomes known for some 
reason that I couldn't quite grasp, 
goes through various adventures 
(many of them to do with 
marmalade) until the Clinkers 
discover that 1t is really a 
Romanian refugee , and leave it in a 
felt hat on platform 6 at Queens 
Street. 

I couldn't have been 
more than twelve when I 
first saw an example of 
Will Maclean 's work. It 
was a small painting 
entitled Polbain Rainbow. 
Polbain is a small crofting 
community on the north
west coast of Scotland, 
and lying offshore, clus
tered like a school of 
hunchbacked whales, are 
the Summer Isles. The 
title of Polbain Rainbow is 
self-descriptive: it shows 
a large rainbow plunging 
into the midst of these 
Summer Isles. I still see 
this painting every time I 
venture home. 

An essential part of that 
painting is the sea . Tpday, 
Will Maclean still retains 
that powerful element in 
his work and indeed it 
would be difficult to 
·imagine any of Maclean 's 
art not drawing, in some 
way, on the sea for its 
primary source of inspira
tion. 

Will Maclean 's present 
exhibition at the Richard 
Demarco Gallery is truly 

Unlikely stories Mostly: At last, a ' representative of his art 
serious and thoughtful account of and contains some of his 
the UFO phenomenon: Alasdair most recent work. Almost 
Gray, already hailed as the : . 
greatest writer to come out of the without exception, the 
west end of Sauchiehali Street in pieces have a sense df the 
the past six months, dismisses sea or rather the influ-
tales of strange lights and flying ' h h h 

· saucers as " ... unlikely stories, ence t e sea as over t e 
mostly . ." The most impressive people who live beside it. 
aspe~t of this book, however,_ is The majority of the works 
Grays clear and informative a're mixed med ·a co _ 
prose: 1t has something 1n I n 
common with the styles of 
Lawrence, Joyce. Lear, Webster, 
Lennon , Lessing , Blake, Blyton, 
Empson , Kelman , Plato , Milton, 
Shakespeare, Diogenes th e cynic, 
Dickens, Woolf, Johnson, Moliere, 
Goethe, Zimmerman, Carro l l, 
Kerouac , Esenin , L ock ridg e, 
Rimbaud and von Daniken. 

The Road To Wigan Piere: A 
melancholy novel abu t a stand-up 
comic who. during a Summer 
Season at Wigan , falls in with a 
Machiavellian toad farmer and 
communist called Huge Mac
Dairymaid. The comic then fall s 
from a world of laughter and art 
into tragedy and politics: a sorry 
state is the end resu lt. I would not 
be surprised if the whole story 
were a c lever and stirical political 
allegory, as it was written by the 
Government Minister for Wood 
Lice and Centipedes, George 
O rwell , but I couldn't be bothered 
working it out. ~ 

Murder In The Cathedral: Fresh 
from an evangelical tour of Monte 
Carlo supporting Bi lly Graham, 
the grand old man of Chrislianity, 
Thomas S. Eliot, returns to find 
that a new book of prayers has 
been int roduced during h is 
absence. He 1s thus provoked to 
write this critica l blast against th e 
recent attempts to drag the 
Church forward in t o the 
eighteen th century . It is a 
blistering attack : at one point he 
claims that ". these prayers 
represent a greater danger to God 
than anything since Henry the 
eighth was served a plate of stale 
pasta." 

for and in remembrance 
of the past and a way of 
life which exists today as 
only a shadow of its 
former self. 

Maclean 's craftsman
ship nears perfection as 
he ingeniously blends 
these abandoned, lonely 
objects of the sea - crab
shells, hooks, tar, bones, 
driftwood - into a series of 
statements about what he 
feels for his home. The 
poetic qualities of 
Maclean 's work are 
reminiscent of much of 
the subject matter used 
by the Gaelic poets such 
as Sorley Maclean. Will 
Matlean's visual poetry is 
in a different language 
but no less valid. 
'It was interesting to see 

Pride And Prejudice: Here we have 
a new biography of Mrs. Thatcher 
by Daily Torygraph's astrology 
correspondent Jane Austen . It 
s p otligh t s her two mo s t 
outstan~ng qualities: her intense 

DOUGLAS HALL 

a new aspect in Maclean 's 
work. That is, his direct 
condemnation of the Free 
Church of Scotland in 
Observance of Christmas 
and A Portrait of Angus 
MacKenzie - a subject 
which, until now, he has 
remained conspicuously 
taciturn. The Free Church 
in north-western Scot
land is not just a place one 
goes on the occasional 
Sunday; it is a way of life 
and for anyone who 
wishes not to participate 
in it, the consequences 
are usually cruel and 
destructive. This possibly 
explains Maclean 's Jong 
silence on the subject and 
bears witness to the fact 
that the Free Church 
exerts a strange/hold 
upon almost all that it 
influences. It would be 
interesting to , hear 
Maclean's comments on 
this subject. This exhibi
tion is outstanding in both 
its presentation and 
content and is consistent 
with Will Maclean 's rising 
international reputation. 

Giles Sutherland 

patriotic pride in Great Britain , and 
her total prejudice against any 
ideas or policies that could do the 
country the slightest bit of good. 

Duncan McLean 

::: 



POINT ONE: 
Justification 
I ask myself : what is the point of 
writing an article like this one? 
There are severa l possibl e 
answers. 
1. To fill the gaping spaces of th e 
Student music pages. 
2. To get my name in pri nt thus 
boosting my ego to a size befitting 
one of my talent. 
3. To publicise a relati vely 
unknown band. 

I think th e last anwer is the most 
attractive and accurate, but still 
there is a problem : why do I want 
to publicise the group? I think the 
main reason is : they are not on ly 
unrecogn ised, fo r there are 
hundreds of bands throughout the 
country which are that, but they 
are undeservedly so, which is less 
common . I believe that APB are a 
group of sufficiently unusual 
talent to deserve your interest ; that 
is, if you are at all interested in 
music that has more immediate 
appeal and also lasting value than 
the two most easily appreciable 
forms or ro ck: th e safely 
conservative records of brain 
anaesthetising groups like Pink 
Floyd and Whitesnake, and the 
safely trendy music of pretentious 
poseurs like Culture Club and 
Psychic TV. For anyone who cares 
at all about popular music , the 
occasional emergence from the 
dross of a t ruly worthwhile group, 
as I believe APB are, is an event 
that must be welcomed and 
encouraoed. Hence this article. 

POINT TWO: 
In the beginning 
In the beg i~ning lain Slater and 
Glenn Roberts were in a group 
after they came home from school, 
in a small Aberdeenshire town 
called Elion . Inspired by the pure 
ethics of punk and fun originally , 
the move to college brought in a 
slightly greater degree of serious
ness, and a new drummer: Georg~ 
Cheyne. Opportu nities for playing 
in Aberdeen at this time (1980-81) 

· were even fewer than they are now 
in Edinburgh , there being only two 
regular venues. But perseverance, 
and an early decision to play only 
their own songs , brought the 
group to the notice of Aberdeen's 
only promoter/ agent o f any 
credibility: Duncan Hendry, and 
then to Oily Records, a very small 
independant label on the very 
edge of the sphere of influence of 
people like Small Wonder, Rough 
Trade and Fast. By all accounts , 
APB were musically rough and 
ready at this time, sti ll very punky 
and hardly having evo lved a style 
that could be called their own . 
Nevertheless, Oily had enough 
confidence to take them into the 
studio , and over the past two years 
four singles have emerged from 
the partnership . 

POINT THREE: 
Evolution of a style 
The first single was primitive, to 
say the least. It featured Chain 
Reaction on the A side, all punkily 
fuzzed guitar and lyrical gems like: 
" I need employment , I need the 
cash, to get my girlfri end down in 
the grass". The B side is not too 
hot either. At the time the record 
had a kind of appeal ing crudity, 
but now even lain admits that it 
was "a real dull ·e11ort". The next 
release was a revelation however. 
Between Chain Reaction and the 
next time the group went into the 
studio, later in 1981, they (and 
in particular bassist lain) hao 
begun to lisle,, to a huge amount 
of funk by such people as George 
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George Cheyne: drums Glenn Roberts: gwtar 

I 
APB stands for All Points Bulletin, American cop slang. II also stands for I 
one of the most exciting new bands to have emerged over the past two 
years. Inspired by Kerr the Postman's New Order dialectic, Duncan 
Mclean takes a closer look at the Bulletin. Meanwhile, Bruno Beloff takes 
the pictures. . . 

Clinton, Bootsy ana Funkadelic. in the States. Th is allowed them to addition there are more complete 
More importantly they had consolidate their popularity , and lyrics and an _e xtremely catchy 
succeeded in blending these new their success in playing such chorus. The guitar 1s a_lso greatl_y 
influences with their punk roots to pl aces as the Danceteria and the improved: th e punk y d1stort1on 1s 
come up with a sound uniquely Mudd Club was such that two finally done away with completely. 
their own: danceable and very months later they went back to Before th_e ir next recording 
hard hitting . The record that came play a short series of dates 1n session, Nick Jones 1oined the 
ou t of these sessions was Shoot bigger venues, one of which was group , on percussion and 
You Down-backed with Talk To recorded by WLIR the main east backg rou_nd vocals. He was heard 
Me. The writing and playing on coast "New Wave" radio station. for the firSI_ time on APB's last 
these songs had improved out of single so far . Rainy Day and From 
all recognition from a few months POi NT FOUR: You And Back To You. This record 
earlier: the drums have a new d proves that their last two 
sparseness and power. thevocais Funk! Get rea y to admirab1eeffortswerenof1ukes:it 
are much more confident and the I has amazing bass runs punctuated 
bass is brilliantly inventive, both go. by infectious percussion from 
melodical ly and rhythmically . In Nick; and there is a far greater 
short, Shoot You Down is a classic Eventually the group came back to degree of experimentation 1n the 
mixture of good tune, irresistable earth andbacktoAberdeen.Anew singing, the crossings and 
riffs. and tremendous energy. The sing le came ou t: Palace Filled With layerings of lead and backing 
few imports that reached the east Love backed with All Your Life vocals working beautifully. 
coast of America started to gain a With Me (an instrumental) . Some To date this has been the 
cu lt audience in the hip discos of of the rough edges of Shoot You group's entire recorded output, 
NYC. Copies of the record were at Down have been smoothed off on apart from an otherwise 
one time changing hands for forty this record, to produce what is unavailable track, Love And Learn , 
dollars! As luck would have it, they perhaps their most commec1all y a haunting out-take from the Rainy 
were asked, about this time, to ftll appealing song to date: all the Day sessions on Pleasantly 
1n for another qroup who were uncluttered and enerqetic Surpnsed, a compilation tape of 
unable to fulfil I their series of gigs qualities have been retained , but in music of varying obscurity and 

quality, originating in Glasgow. 
And of course there were two 
sessions recorded and broadcast 
for Peel, and one for Kid (ha ha) 
Jensen too. 

are they 

APB have just returned from yet 
another visit to the east coast of 
America where they were playing 
in more and bigger venues than 
before: one gig was a prestigious 
shared bill with James Brown. The 
return to Scotland has, as usual, 
come as a bit of a let-down , with 
the group playing places like the 
Art School's dingy refectory (see 
review on music pages). 
Upcoming dates include Dundee's 
Dance Factory (5th May) and the 
famous Square Earth Club at 
Annabel's (28th May). After recent 
brief forays to London (APB are 
surely unique 1n having played two 
sets of American gigs before 
venturing south of the border!) 
encouragement has been suf
ficient to suggest that a fairly 
large-scale tour would be 
welcome. So in June the group will 
be playing a series of gigs, at 
English venues and colleges as 
well as in Scotland. The news on 
the recording front is equally 
exciting: earlier this month they 
recorded their new single in New 
York . It was produced by Ivan Ivan , 
resident DJ at Manhattan's 
Pyramid Club, who has already 
worked on remixing Bow Wow 
Wow, amongst others. The 'A'.side 
will be One Day, which, when 
played live at least , marks a 
welcome new development in their 
music. Will this be the record to 
give them the chart success they 
deserve? It is certainly a fine 
enough song, so a lot now 
depends on energetic promotion 
and marketing. Eventually Oi/ywill 
have to let the group more onto a 
bigger, more powerful label, if 
their music is to gain more wide
spread popularity. They haven't 
yet decided which label One Day 
will be released on ... perhaps a 
major will offer them a suitably 
enticing deal and it will become 
more easily available nationwide. 
We wait in expectation for a shake
up in the charts! 

POINT SIX: 
Fast future? 

Informed rumour has 1t that Bob 
Last of Fast and Human Leage 
fame is now taking an interest 1n 
the group. Apparently he is putting 
up some of the money needed for 
the new single: could we perhaps 
hope to see him backing a long
awaited debut album too? 
Whoever ends up footing the bill, 
an LP is definitely forthcoming, 
hopefully within the next six 
months or so: something to look 
forward to. Indeed , the growing 
number of people who consider 
the group to be a very hot prospect 
will be looking forward to all future 
exploits of APB . It is only righ t that 
the group's supporters should 
keep on growing in number, for 
their music is of the type that 1s 
easy to fall in love with , both 
ideologically and for pure 
pleasure: it is tremendously 
exciting to watch the emergence 
of a group whose records and live 
perfo rmances display such an 
obvious commitment to power and 
honest, and also (to borrow one of 
their song titles) such sheer 
Danceability . 

All the records mentioned ,n this 
article are available from Ripping 
Records on South Bridge, or 
contact Oily Records, 6 Cedar 
Place, Aberdeen AB2 3SZ (0224) 
632749. 
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UNCLE SAM'S 
BACKYARD 

Can the United States really justify its 
involvement in Central America? Cowan 
Coventry , who has spent two years in 
Nicaragua - and is lecturing on this 
subject at 1 pm today in DHT Faculty 
Room - argues that US involvement is 
d1?stroying Nicaragua. 

finance and coordinate armed 

Nicaragua is currently under 
attack from the United States of 
America . Although US military 
personnel are not yet directly 
involved , diplomatically , 
economically and indirectly 
Military the USA is waging a war 
against the Sandinista Revolution . 

"The USA has cut off all direct 
aid to Nicaragua and is 
blocking development loans 
from international develop
ment organisations such as 
the Inter-American Develop
ment Bank , which recently 
cancelled a 30 million dollar 
loan to regenerate their 
fishing industry. 

·In March of last year the 
Washington Post reported 
that the CIA had been 
allocated 19milliondollarsto 
coordinate armed attacks on 
Nicaragua. Two to four 
thousand counter-revo
lutionaries are estimated to 
be now operating within the 
country, and hundreds of 
Nicaraguans have died at 
their hands. 

"The USA has spurned 
repeated initiatives for peace 
in the region (forexamplethe 
France/ Mexico initiative of 
last year) and refuses to enter 
into peace talks with 
Nicaragua. In February of 
this year it engaged in 
massive military manoeuvres 
with the Honduran army 
along the Nicaraguan 
border. In addition to the US 
spy ships stationed in its 
water, Nicaragua has lodged 
literally hundreds of protests 
in the last year over 
incursions of its airspace by 
US planes. 

Although the ex-Nat ional Guard , 
loyal to the late dictator Somoza, 
had been active in their attacks 
since the Sandinista Revolution 
itself in 1979, a decisive new stage 
in the counter-revolution was 
reached in 1982 when the Reagan 
Administration charged the CIA to 

intrusions of Nicaraguan exiles 
from Honduras. 

Honduras 
The US has identified Honduras 
as the bulwark against revolution in 
the region , and as the springboard 
of its operations against 
Nicaragua. In 1982 the US tripled 
its mi l itary aid to Honduras (31 
million dollars). and the Inter
American Development Bank has 
given huge loans to construct 
airstrips and roads along the 
Nicaraguan border. It was from 
their camps along the border in 
Honduras that the counter
revolutionaries launched their 
deepest attacks into Nicaraguan 
territory early this year. These 
attacks have c laimed the lives of 
hundreds of Nicaraguan men, 
women and children in recent 
months. Their aim is to sow terror 
and uncertainty among the 
population; to undermine the 
economy of the country by 
attacking strategic areas such as 
the coffee growing region of 
Jingotega; and to divert the 
government's scarce resources 
into defence thus reducing their 
popular programmes on health , 
education and social services . 
Their ultimate objective may well 
be to open up a "beach-head" in 
north-west Nicaragua and install a 
government in exile which would 
receive immediate recognition 
from the USA, Honduras and the 
reactionary governments of 
Central America , and which would 
then be supplied directly and 
openly from Honduras. 

'Dirty War' 
This is the "dirty war" that the 

USA is waging against Nicaragua. 
But although it began as a "covert 
operation", at the end of last year 
Congress passed a law, the Boland 
Amendment, which bars any 
action " for the purpose of 
overthrowing the government of 
Nicaragua". Asked directly last 
week whether the us was arming 
and supporting the counter
revolutionary forces operating out 
of Honduras, President Reagan 

could only say, "I could not and 
would not possibly talk about such 
things". But the cover of this 
"secret war" has long since been 
blown by the Washington Post, 
Newsweek and others who have 
identified the US embassador in 
Honduras , an ex-Vietnam 
operative, as personally directing 
the covert operations !her~. 

The question is why this small, 
poor country should pose a threat 
to the "strongest nation on earth ". 
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister, 
Miguel D'Escoto, who has a 
sa1donic sense of humour, has for 
example repeatedly assured the 
USA that Nicaragua has no 
intentions of invading US national 
territory! The USA justifies its 
policies in Central america by 
accusing Nicaragua of supplying 
arms to the guerillas in El Salvador. 
But Nicaragua has consistently 
denied this and the State Dept. has 
been unable to present substantive 
evidence to justify their claim . In 
the process it has made some 
blunders . Its White Paper in 
February 1981 alleged evidence of 
Nicaragua's arms trafficking to El 
Salvador, and was thoroughly 
discredited. In March 1982, the 
State Dept. received its biggest red 
face when they proudly presented 
a young Nicaraguan, Orlando Jose 
Tardencillas , to the TV cameras to 
implicate Nicaragua in the Salva
dorean guerilla struggle , only for 
Tardencillas to publicly refute 
previous statements made by him 
which had been extracted under 
torture in El Salvador. 

A Soviet enclave? 
The USA also accuses 

Nicaragua of being a Soviet 
enclave in Central America , and a 
Marxist-Leninist , totalitarian state. 
This again is hard to Justify. 
Nicaragua seeks and receives 
development assistance from a 
wide variety of sources , the EEC 
and the Arab states proffering 
more assistance than the Eastern 
block , for example. Learning from 
the Cupan experience, they are 
trying to diversify their sources of 
aid in order to avoid economic 
dependency on any single source. 
Similarly th e accusation of 
" Marxism-Lenism" and "totali
tarianism" holds little weight. 
Anyone is free to organise 
politically in Nicaragua, and there 
is a wide range of political parties 
and groups, from the Christian 
Democrats to the Communist 

Party . The opposition da i ly La 
Prensa continues t o be a 
consistent and sometimes viru len t 
critic of the government. In a 
country where peoples· revolu
tionary politics is more often 
influenced by Christianity than by 
Marxism , there is complete 
freedom of worship. Indeed the 
controversy surrounding the 
Pope's recent visit centred around 
the participation of four priests in 
high government posts. In addi tion 
to being a markedly plura listic 
society , Nicaragua is also 
committed to a mixed economy. 
75% of the economy is in the hands 
of the private sector (though it 
produces only 50% of th e GN P), 
which also receives generous 
credit facilities from the National 
Banks. A funny kind of Marxist
Leninist state indeed that arguably 
has a large private sector economy 
than some Western European 
states . 

Uncle Sam's backyard 
But the truth is that it is not its 

" Marxism - Leninism ", nor its 
alleged support for the guerilas in 
El Salvador which makes 
Nicaragua a threat. Quite simply, in 
a region which the USA has 
historically considered its 
"backyard " and where it curren tly 
seeks to increase its military aid to 
some of the most brutally 
repressive regimes in the world on 
the basis of their "improved" 
human rights records (over 43,000 
military assassinations in El 
Salvador in the last three years) , 
Nicaragua provides a bad and 
contagious example. 

No one I know, including British 
parliamentarians of all political 
colours, has failed to be impressed 
by what they have seen in 
Nicaragua - the enthusiasm and 

of its eo le· the advances 

in hea lth, education and social 
serv ices; the openness of_ 
Nicaraguan society ; and the 
sincerity of the Sandinista 
leadership for peace in the region. 
Through its programme of 
Agrarian re fo rm and of subsidising 
basic foodstuffs, there is enough 
cheap food for al[ in a continent 

where hunger is endemic. A series 
01 popular health campaigns ; the 
most recent a coun trywide polio 
vaccination campaig n , have 
dramatically raised heal t h 
standards and lowered what was 
one of the highest infant mortality 
rates in the world. The literacy 
campaign of 1980 won inter
nat ional recognition for mobilising 
half a million Nicaraguans in 
reducing the illiteracy rate from 
50% to under 13%. And the 
important thing is that the success 
of these and many more Sandinista 
programmes, has been based on 
the active participation of many 
thousands of ordinary Nicarag
uans through the " mass 
organisations". Through the 
womens organsiation AMN LAE, 
the Sandinista Youth , the Popular 
Militia and the local Defence Com
mittees the people themselves 
assume responsibility for the 
health, education and defence of 
their community. Here , as they 
learn to organise themselves and 
assume control over their daily 
lives, you can witness the energy 
and optimism of the Nicaraguan 
people in constructing a new kind 
of society , and their determination 
to defend it whatever the price. 

Central America has a long 
history of US-inspired overthrows 
of legitimate governments too 
radical for its taste. But Nicaragua 
in 1983 is not the same as 
Guatemala in 1954, nor the 
Dominican Republic in 1965, nor is 
it Allende 's Chile of 1973. 
Nicaraguans have learned from 
that sorry history and are a people 
armed and ready to defend the 
gains of their revolution . 

Is Nicara·gua a threat? 
Nonetheless, Nicaragua is a 

country harsh ly treated by fate -
50 years of dictatorship, an 
earthquake in 1972 which killed 
20,000, a civil war which left 15,000 
dead and 100,000 wounded. A 
terrib le cost lor a country of only 
2)'., mi l lion . But it seems as though 
the suffering is not yet over. Is 
Nicaragua a threat to the region ? If 
to give the land back as co
operatives to those who work it ; if to 
ensure that the poor and the 
hungry have food ; if to bring health 
services to those who had never 
seen a doc to r or a nurse, c lean 
water and elec tr ic ity to wh ere It had 
neve rbeen before; 1f to o rganise 
people who with confidence and 
opt imism are bui lding a fairer more 
just soc iety - 1f all th1sconstI tutes 
a threat to the region and the USA, 
then yes, Nicaragua ,s a threat. For 
the res t of us, however, It Is an 
example and an inspirat ion fo r 
those peoples in Central America 
and elsewhere, in their struggle for 
their liberation 
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Hidden Hunger 
What future for the 
children? 
Today is just a normal day. During the 
course of the next 24 hours, 40,000 
young children will die from preventable 
diseases and malnutrition. Infant 
mortality is actually increasing. Yet 
UNICEF, the United Nations agency for 
children, believes that there is hope for 
the future. 

This is not a 'doom and gloom' 
article - though the scale of the 
problems faced by the Third World 
makes a defeati st attitude all too 
common. I want to show that some 
of those problems can be tackled 
in an effective way. Potentially we 
are on the brink of a revolution in 
child health which could have far
reaching effects on the lives of the 
world 's poor. All that's needed is 
the political will to make a start in 
tackling those problems. It would 
be a big step to take; but the point 
is that success is possible. 

The root of the problem 
Children are especially 

vulnerable to both disease and 
malnutrition ; and the two are 
linked. In squalid living 
conditions , a young child can 
easily have ten attacks of 
diarrhoea a year, for example; 
each one will have a retarding 
effect upon growth . Slower growth 
reduces the child's resistance to 
further infections, which may 
become steadily more serious 
until death results. 

The effects of th is vicious cycle 
spread far beyond the children 
who die. Over 30% of the world 's 
children are malnourished, about . 
half of these seriously so. With 
their reduced energy intake, these 
children become lethargic. Th ey 
do less playing and learning. 
Malnourished adults can 't work so 
hard. The problem is worse for 
women, who usually have to work 
harder than men , as well as 
consuming less food and coping 
with pregnancy and childbirth. 

But it is possible to break out of 
the vicious cycle of infection and 
malnutrition . UNI CEF have 
identified four crucial areas in 
which a breakthrough can begin. 
All are cheap, easily understood , 
and use existing technology. It 
takes six years to t rain a doctor; 
but people can learn to run these 
health programmes in a few days. 
Can we afford to ignore them? 

1. GROWTH CHARTS 
The image of the swollen

bellied, starving baby is all too 
familiar to us. Yet it's unrepresen
ta tive and even misleading: 98% of 
child malnutrition is completely 
invisible. And that's part of the 
problem. If it's invisible even to the 
mother, she won 't know that 
there's anything wrong . When 
food is short , what guarantee is 
there that the growing child will 
get enough? 
. Weaning is the most dangerous 

lime. Breast-feeding can provide 
.fully adequate nourishmen t for the 
first six months of life (though 
breast-feed ing itself is declining , 
as we shall see) . After this, solid 
foods need to be introduced and 
it's often hard for the moth~r to 
1udge the right amount. Indeed , 
so me Third Wor ld cu lt ures 
continue with breast-feeding 
alone for up to two years - a 
Practice fraught with danger, for at 
that age the mother's milk cannot 
meet all the child 's needs. 

Very often , the problem is not an 
absolute lack of food ; it's that the 
mother doesn 't realise how much 
she's endangering the ch ild 's 
health by under-feeding. So mass
Produced cardboard 'grow th 
ch_arts' are a simple way of making 
this problem visible. Regular 

monthly weighing will show the 
chi ld 's progress: a rising line on 
the chart is good news, while a 
level or falling l ine isa danger sign. 
The mother ' s spontaneous 
reaction is to give the child more 
food until normal growth 
restored . 

In Indonesia, 15,000villagesare 
taking part in a pilot project . 
Everymonth there are rallies in 
village squares, where two 
minion mothers gather to weigh 
their babies. Those who can 
read help the illiterate ones to 
plot the figures on the charts. 
Although the project Is still in its 
early stages, there Is already 
evidence that severe mal
nutrition is falling . 

2. BREAST-FEEDING 
Breast-feeding is on the decline 

in most Third World countries In 
Brazil , 96% of babies were breast
fed at age one month in 1940; by 
1974 the figure had dropped to 
40%, and it 's stil l falling . The 
cause? - a scramble for profits by 
unscrupulous food companies 
Marketing artificial baby milk 
They find it easy to mislead 
uneducated parents into believing 
that their 'Western' product Is best. 

But all too often, bottle-feeding 
leads to tragedy. How can illiterate 
mothers be expected to follow 
complicated instructions on tins? 
How can they prepare a feed safely 
without clean water, and with fuel 
for sterilization in short supply? 
Many families can't afford enough 
of the costly babymilk , so It gets 
diluted to make it go further. More 
than twice as many bottle-fed 
infants die as breast-fed ones . 

There 's no sign that this worries 
companies like Nestle, which stil 
engages in large-scale advertising 
campaigns to promote the switch 
to the bottle. So far it has still not 
implemented the World Health 
Organisation·s code of marketing 
conduct - though pressure from 
the mass consumer boycott may 
yet see this changed . 

Another hope is that Third 
World governments may be 
persuaded to act . Few have 
restricted babym1lk marketing In 
the way that the WHO recom
mends; babymilk hasn 't been one 
of their highest priorities so far . 
But most Third World countries 
are heavily in debt to Western 
banks , and can ill afford to see 
foreign exchange flowing out to 
pay for unnecessary and 
damaging babymilk imports. 

In the Ph1l1ppInes, UNICEF 
sponsored a four-year study In1 
a large general hospital. 
Babym i lk promotion wa s 
banned ; instead, mothers were 
warned of the dangers of bottle
feeding and encouraged to 
breast-feed. The result was a 
dramatic 40% fall In infant 
mortality . 

3. ORAL REHYDRATION 
The Lancet described It as 

'potentially the most important 
medical advance this century '. Is It 
heart transplants? penicillin? 
Nothing but a simple solution of 
sugar, salt and water; but it could 
become a life-saver on an 
unparalleled scale. 

The biggest single cause of 
death among the world 's chi ldren 
Is dehydration brought on by 
diarrhoeal infection . Attacks of 
diarrhoea are suffered by most 
children li ving 1n insanitary 
cond1t1ons; often , the mother 
makes things worse by w1th
h o Id in g food and fluid . 
Malnourished children are 
particularly at risk of falling into a 
downward spiral ot severe 
dehydration : In two or three days, 
they can lose 15% of their body
weight, and death follows. 

After the onset of severe 
dehydration, the only cure used to 
be emergency hospitalisation and 
intravenous feeding - unavailable 

The second obstacle is a 
technological one which is now in 
the process of being overcome. 
The vaccines themselves are 
cheap, but up till now they have 
needed to be kept frozen till a few 
hours before use. Storage and 
transport costs have been 
prohibitive outside cities . 

Does anyone care? 
Does anyone care about the 

silent, daily massacre of children 
that I described at the beginning? 
Well, of course we al l do in one 
sense. But are we prepared - is 
our government prepared - are 
Third World governments 
prepared - to actually do 
something about it? 

to most children . But it's now been 
discovered that s_olution of sugar ,,,,,,,,--
and salt, in the right proportions r
(eight teaspoonfuls of sugar to · 

.... 
/ .,, .. 

1//~ 
one of salt in a litre of water can ' 
dramatically increase the boay·s : 
absorption of fluid . Drinking it can i· 
cure dehydration . This 'o ral.,,;·~~ 
rehydration therapy' (ORT) is so I.. 
simple that it can easily be '-
administered by the mother in the 
home. 

In Bangladesh, falm a million 
mothers have been shown how 
to make up the UH I soIu1Ion ror 
themselves ; almost all can now 
do it successfully. In 
Nicaragua, UNICEF has helped 
to equip 300 ORT units, and has 
trained 1,400 health workers in 
oral rehydration . There is also a 
programme to prevent 
diarrhoeal infections by 
educating people in sanitation . 

4. UNIVERSAL 
IMMUNISATION 

One third of all child deaths are 
caused by a group of six diseases: 
measles , diphtheria, tetanus , 
polio, whooping cough and 
tubercolosis. All can be prevented 
by immunisation. But there are 
two main obstacles to large-scale 
immunisation programmes. The 
first is the need for regular booster 
injections . This requires 
understanding and acceptance of 
immunisation in village com-

munities, and an organised infra
structure of health volunteers 
loca lly. Recent yea rs have seen 
great strides made to overcome 
thi s, and many communities are 
now capable of taking on health 
programmes of this sort. 

~ 

What about the 
population explosion? 

This is all very well, you may say ; 
but 1sn·t the world's population 
increasing fast enough already? 
It's a shame that all these children 
have to die , but how would we 
cope if they all survived? 

This is a common miscon
ception, with a paradoxical 
answer. In order to slow down 
population growth , we have to 
increase the survival rate. The 
more we can cut the death rate 
(princ ipally by reducing infant 
mortality) , the more the birth rate 
will fall. Usually the birth rate will 
fall faster than the death rate - but 

it's the death rate which has to 
come down first. 

In the 1960s there were massive 
contraception programmes in the 
Third World . They failed - why? 
Because families needed more 
children, knowing that some were 
likely to die. Contraception will be 
more effective as part of the next 
phase of health care development. 

In the meantime we should 
learn from the example of 19th 
century Europe. Then , a fall in the 
death rate led to a massive 
population expansion. But when 
the death rate had fallen far 
enough - from around 40 to 1°5 
per 1000 - it was follwed by an 
equally-large fall in the birth rate . 
With more children surviving, 
people could have fewer children 
and the population stabilised. 

In much of the Third World 
today, we are on the brink of 
seeing the same thing happen . 
Some countries, like Thailand and 
the Philippines, have seen it 
already . The child health 
revolution could push the birth 
rate down dramatically , and lead 
to the possibility of a stable world 
population . 

You see, with these new 
developments it's no longer 
possible to pretend that ·there's 
nothing we can do'. We as 
individuals can support the 
charities like Oxfam and War on 
Want that are helping to promote 
the kind of changes I've been 
declaring. Our government can 
improve its 'aid ' policy : give more 
aid , certainly, but more 
importantly give the right type of 
aid which reaches down to the 
poor people who really need it. 
Those people can do with 

...,. ,:--
dumping food surpluses and 
calling It 'aid', or using aid money 
as a roundabout way of 
subs1dis1ng our own a1l1ng 
industries. 

And Third World governments 
- most of which are run by more 
or less undemocratic elites - can 
make a bigger effort to win popular 
support by giving a higher priority 
to health care schemes In their 
development plans. They tend to 
concentrate on prestige industrial 
projects , or even military glory, 
and we encourage them in this. 
But what real value do these 
things have when their children 
are dying in misery and squalor? 
The suffering of these children 
needs a voice. But if once that 
voice can make itself heard, we 
now have the means to put a 
chi ldren 's health revolution into 
effect. 
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When APB played 
the University at 
the Peel roadshow 
in Janu?ry, lack of 

prohibited 

Before the fun started, an 
unreasonably large number of the 
denizens of the Art School bar 
slunk off into the night apparently 
unable to support the weight of 
their hair gel until APB appeared, 
at the admittedly rather late 
starting time of half past midnight. 
It was their own loss, however, as 
the Aberdonian's proved well 
worth waiting for. 

The burst of adrenalin produced 
by the two opening songs, Got It In 
One ana Crazy Grey, was breath
taking. Immediately the constantly 
inventive bass lines and the 
powerful drumming, the force of 
which was almost palpable, 
established themselves as the 
mainstays of the band's soumd , 
with the guitar and percussion 
providing subtle nuances of 
melody and rhythm: as a combo 
they complement each other 

all but a cursory 
mention of the gig 
in Student. Now, at 
last, we have a 
chance 

a most to perfection. 
The last three singles were 

performed tightly and ener
getical ly, but the real interest lay in 
the new songs. One Day, the song 
that is to be their next single, is 
slower and more lyrical than 
anything else they play: for the 
first time, I think It features 
harmonies as opposed to backing 
chants. This is definitely a step 
forward: it adds a totally new 
dimension to their sound, which, 
over the past three singles, has 
remained relatively static 
stylistically. Another new song 
was Help Yourself, a typically 
infectious example of their 
untempo music, with the emphasis 
placed firmly on funk and not 
punk. Indeed, the only thing that 
remains from their days as just 
another punk band is the 
tremendous vitality of their 

m u s C 

that omission, with 
a report on Friday's 
set at the Art 
College, by 
Duncan McLean. 

performance, their tremendou 
energy steering them well clear of 
the blanded out wimpishness of 
bands like Haircut 100, who some 
critics have been shortsighted 
enough to compare them with. 

The trendier-than-thou attitude 
of certain members of the 
audiencw who seemed more 
interested in striking artistic poses 
than listening or dancing was 
ridiculous and annoying, but it did 
not detract so much from our 
appreciation that we could not 
notice this : the group's obvious 
ability to write good tunes, and 
their refreshing down to earthness 
suggests sufficient talent to stay 
around, and in our affections, for a 
long time. 

Like all the best dance 
· music,APB's funk lifts your heart 

at the same time as moving your 
feet. 

Andy Todd returns 
from London and PREVIEW 
ii~envi_e_~s a sensa- ''!he SPECIAL 
---- greate 

The Enid st 

Thought we'd indulge in a bit of 
hype here and urge you to go to 
the Playhouse on Sunday and 
Monday to hear the above band. 
You have been warned The 
Enid are probably the greatest 
British band still in operation. 

But you should know what to expect. Mos! 
of you won't have been heard the name- so 
what kind ol stulf do they play? Their hour 
and a hall set goes something like as follows: 
(a) second side ol 1976 debut LP; (b) track 
lrom 1979 third LP; (C) whole of new album; 
(d) encores. The Enid are a three-man outfit 

- drums, guitar synths, and keyboards. The 
live sound is really clean, and enveloping 
and uplifiting. Nearly all their music is 
instrumenlal and rock orientated - lengthy 
stirring pieces with very strong emotional 
pull. Robert John Godfrey, the front man as 
it were, is a quite extraordinary figure wrth 
plenty ol poignant things to say about a 
music business that's rotten from the inside 
(The Enid have no .-ecord company - they 
even had to sell some ol their equipment to 
sell-finance this massive SO-date UK tour.) 
Perhaps you have 10 be somewhat a hippy to 
enjoy this band - it certainly appeals to that 
era. But on the other hand the Enid are so 

British 8 
and'' 

original, distinctive and completely unlike 
everyone else that they can be enjoyed by 
anyone. (They even went down a storm at 
Reading Rock Festival last summer, in the 
midst ol umpteen heavy metal head-bangers 
- not that The En id are tame - but their 
sensuous sound is just something else.) So 
don't miss 'em. I write this !or two reasons. 
First they're important and must be seen. 
Second, I'd like the two gigs to be a sell-out , 
and without someone behind them The Enid 
are up againsl it. Go and support the band 
that's going it alone, the band that's not 
commercial and marketable, and has got no 
contract. They have the qualily to outlast the 
crap that pollutes our airways. 

I Buy now 
John Cooper Clarke 
Ten years in an open-necked shirt 

The above is a collection of 50-odd 
poht1ca1 d1tt1es from the Salford bard, 
publlshed this week and brilliantly 
illustrated by Steve Maguire. The thing 
being you've got to have heard him deliver 
them to really appreciate the wit and rhythm 
JCC delivers at electric pace in monotone 
Not only Is he bloody funny, he's aware. His 
radical soc1aI comment is spIcey and sharp. 
Either that or he's sheer luney. What else to 
say - you've got to read 11 yourself basically 
- and at £2 50 it's one of the better priced 
paperbacks of today. I'll leave you with a 
shce of You never see a h1pp1e m the Daily 
Express 

"l'vB seen the poison letters of the 
horrible hacks abou, the yellow peril 
and the reds and the blacks and the 
TUC and its treacherous acts 
Kremlin money - all right 1ack rve 
seen how democracy is under 
duress, but rve never seen a nipple in 
the Daily Express." 

It 's a first for the Rock 
Pages a book 
review; gasp, stag
ger, groan. No, no 
you can relax - we 
won 't do it again: but 
read on, as John 
'Loon' Swan whets 
the appetite and tells 
all about that inimit

ble 'rock poet' JCC. 

While surrounded by sweaty, smiling, bloated businessmen, stull1ng themselves with th1 
choles1ral. delegates all for the annual ·womens Guild Meeting '. and trying their best to fi 
off impotence and imminent cardiac arrest, reading John Cooper Clarke see 
incongruous Flocking and lhpp1ng through ,o Years m An Open Necked Shift (j 
pubhshed k1dsl) In the Tev1ot waItress-serv1ce lunch room, 11 made me laugh, chocking 
sp1 111ng out hot Bengal Curry at every second line 

Like many good poets and prose people. John Cooper Clarke raised himself from 
Liverpool urinals and the Eros Luxury Club, .. a converted charabang In the bowels 
Manchesters la quart1ere latin .. , to become a maior man in tortured ··slum" chic, and lun 
last talk He 1s provocative, disgusting, funny, bull-shit - all at the same time 

This ·po1ysyllab1c excursion through Thnllsville, UK .. , has scnbbles and illustrations 
Clarke's childhood failure and former drop-out, Steve Maguire. who now lives w1th his 
Helen and daughter Lola , 1n a lay-by on the AS. That's fame I suppose They both grew 
together along with unemployment and su1c1de rates, to be Britain 's home-grown, 
topping cult heroes; working-class lads both, with something to say even though many t 
up their poetic noses at the man with rhe hair and the techmcotour ties. 

Leaving silently one day "via the laundry chute ... Clarke worked at .. Barmy sids' Eleph 
Graveyard of up-to-the-minute-accoutrements", white also moving into a bath-room "with 
all girl cycle gang" Fed up with a vanety act stamng a 'neo-luncllonahst mime troupe .. , 
changed his name lrom Reg Tradesmark to John Cooper Clarke his sell-styled attemp 
bourgeois cred1b1l11y"" Alone, w11h a pen and a tooth-brush , he stood by his motto " ii 

doubl. np 11 off" 
This 1s undoubtedly the book to be seen with, 1f not the book to read Literary 1d1ots will I 

11 too, 11 1s meant to be spoken and laughed at He Is the spokesman of the e,ght1es. 91 
voice to cynicism, words to thought . ·There's one thing that money can't buy - poverty·. 
says 11 all 

And moves from slant to stant w11h the easy style of the detached observer. From track-s 
two-tone stretch nylon, yellow stnpes on blue"". to perverts ··gaberdine angry at 

magazine rack "', or a hohday 1n Ma1orca, where · fond sand fondly kisses the cool fathoms 
the blue Mediterranean··, he 1s a sort of speaking ·channel 4· without the advertIsemen 
Honours Enghsh drop-outs, tax-inspectors , children, nuns, alt can understand him 
d1fferen1 reasons, straight off the dote and into pills, pop, and poetry 

But s1111111s strange reading them as poems. somethmg 1s missing Perhaps the sordrd cl 
the man on stage, the d1st1nct1ve, ranting voice, garbled through bad ampl1f1ca11on. some 
peenng down the back of your teg. punks. drunks, the resident acid-case. screaming ·cun 
these are d1fltcult to recreate 1n 1he calm and comfort of your lavounte arm chair 

To Clarke we are all 
del1ghtlully disciplined dumdum blonde 
deluxe deliciously deranged 
twin-wheeled exIstentIa1ists steeped 
1n the stenle excrement ot a doomed democracy. 

this paper 's boring mindless_ mean . clean 
fult of pornography of the kind thats . 

We swallow his comments and are him instantly Even 11 we don't know what 11 means "Th 
Pest" ts full 01 ··p·s·· and ""ping-pong with pubic parts" .. progressive pol1t1cs",and is prevent 
the puhtzer peace prize for pissing on a pillar box There may be more to hie than tun, b 
John Cooper Clarke doesn't thmk so. You may never see a nipple m the Daily Express, b 
you can read "10 years man Open Necked Sh1rt"" any time 

Additional info: Alastair Prentl 
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--NEWS--
Not Quite A Gossip 

Column. 

Well, the news pages tell us that Bowle, 
Grace Jones and the Eurythmics are almost 
ce rtain to play at Murrayf1eld, so what other 
news can I hope to give you? I'm not quite so 
su re myself, but let's hope it's true. While 
Bowie Is the subject of discussion, I heart hat 
Merry Christmas Mr Laurence is to have s 
pecial shaving at this year's Edinburgh film 
Festival. 

Another possible treat(?) for Edinburgh is 
a possible appearance of those champion 
tax·d odgers Duran Duran on New Year's Eve 
- not at the Tron I hope Meanwhile they're 
avoiding the UK and the taxman like the 
p lague in view of their large advances etc 
from EMI . 

Meanwhile. as more and more bands from 
the West of Scotland get deals (Friends 
Again have just signed to Phonogram for 
£1()0,000) the East and Edinburgh appears 
to remain void o f ew sue ess stories. 

Hey Ela1t6c• seem to be having a ew 
problems at the moment, having sacked 
their rhythm section, they are now looking 
tor replacements. Apparently they've had 
between 100 and 150 applicants for their 
new bassist and drummer, which they've 
now narrowed down10 a handful. Auditions 
have put them a few weeks behind and all 

TV View 
SWITCH 
OFF 

Ian Cameron checks out 
TV Rock - thank but . no 
thanx and t i ll the next 
time - ta ra . 

The title o f Channel 4's new rock 
programme is just too inviting. Just as The 
Tube hit a winning formula, its run finished, 
~ d for what seems like an eternity Channel 

the1r gigs are bemg rescheduled "Such a 
Little Honey", their current single . does not 
seem to be having a whole tot of success at 
the moment , although you can see the video 
of 11 at the Hooch1e Coochie Club Also of 
interest , rumour has 11 that the Elastics 
album bounced back at them when 11 was 
presented to Virgin, and despite the time and 
money spent recording 11 m expensive 
studios 1n London ii seems tl won't be 
released !ill they have a successful single 
Looks like a long wait at the moment 

Ex-Josef K man Paul Haig has returned to 
the scene with a new single release , " Heaven 
Sent" - recorded in New York with some 
notables such as Robert Palmer's bassist 
and Paul's girlfriend on backing vocals -
and a very decent smgle 11 1s 100 t hope an 
album follows fairly soon 

On the business side of music m 
Edinburgh, some of the record shops appear 
to be having problems. Phoenix closed at the 
weekend (and will, I'm sure, be sadly 
missed), whi le G I are losing money and 

Ripping Records are apparently a bit tn the 
red. 

However, on the bright side of things, we 
are to get a new club la1rly soon. Un
Amencan Broadcasting presents Manifesto 
- a new Sunday night club at The Traverse , 
opening on May 22nd, between 5 pm and 2 
am . Hopefully a more interesltng alternative 

4 are giving us Switch insteao. Having 
managed to build a sizeable audience, I 
doubt if the production team of The Tube 
w ill be too pleased at the battering the 
ratings are going to take from this bunch of 
amateurs. 

Switch greeted us with the claim that their 
team of really young, really hip music editors 
were going to give us a really greatselectfon 
o f bands. U nfortunately, it hasn't been quite 
that simp le. p nly The Style Council (and 
various associates), Grace Jones and Fun 
'Boy Three have been truly worthwhile, 
fighting their way th rough a pile of drivel. 
Even bands of this calibre have rarely been 
abet to overcome some of the show·s other 
major problems. 

dreamt up thoSe 3wtul balconies? The 
audience (all twenty of them) appear to be 
hanging in mid-air, craning their necks to 
peep down at the bands. You get more sense 
of excitement from thos tailor's dummres on 
TOTP. Then the re's the lighting. which looks 

The Other Side of the Coin 
So the Switch is a lo t ol crap? Perhaps we 

could q uali fy this a little. OK. so the 
presenters aren't up to much, bu t at least 
they are new faced to look at instead of 
seeing Ann ie N ightingale's wrink les or 
Simon Bates· pot belly . And , o f course, · 
everyone has to start somewh ere, don't they 
lain? Personally, I d id prefer the Tube, but at 
least C4 is putting o n an hour of 
contemporary music every week. A ll that the 
BBC does is you-know-what and only too 
occasional series of OGWT. wh ich appears 
to be getting In a little b it o f a rut , and ORs 

Charts 
TOTALLY DANCING TOP 10 

. 1 Paul Haig- Heaven Sen t- 12" 
2 Prince Charles-

Cash Money- 12" 
3 New Order-

Blue Monday- 12" 
4 Valentine Brothers

Money 's Too Tight- 12" 
5 APB- Palace Filled With 

Love-7" 
6 Heaven 17- We Live So 

Fast- 12" 
7 New Edition- Candy Girl-

12" 
8 Clock DVA- ,Resistance)12" 
9 Ministry- Work For Lo ve- 12" 

10 Birthday Party-
Bad Seed EP- 12" 

Chart compi led by Nik at Ripping 
Records, South Bridge. 

which is hardly worth mentioning." C4 has 
got 10 out of 10 from me !or their fresh 
ou tlook and wide coverage of rock music -
at least they are trying. 

Complaints against the mix bands get 
· wh en they are ptaying on live TV is only an 
excuse for very shoddy live performances. 
For example. Ullravox played on OAS a 
wh ile back and the mix was awful - even 
Ure mentioned it in a radio interview. 
However, because they are such proficient 
musicians they did not play or sing one bum 
note, despite the irrita tion and distraction of 

Extra 

Three local bands on at Claremont 
Hotel - TONIGHT Thursday April 
28th . Ti ckets £1. For detail s See 
What's On/ Diverti ssement Pages. 

BIii 

-

hie C ochie Clu wnich 1s soon 
to be open on Saturday nigh ts too). the 
Manifesto will feature a cafeteria and food as 
welt as a late bar, and will not be just another 
disco. Hopefully, the evening ls to include a 
large vanety of acts (stand-up comedy etc) 
in addition to live music and a disco for the 
latter part ol the evening Membership £2, 
then about 50p on the evening 

In an attempt to get the East Coast moving 
a bit , Fest Products are soon to put together 
a new compilatton cassette which (except 
for retailers) 1s to be an entirely non-proht 
venture which will allow some promising 
bands to be heard by the public by means of 
the tape's low price tag There is nothing 
defm1te about what bands will be on the 
tape, and Fast Products are looking !or 
demo tapes from hopeful new talent 

One last bit ol info. ABC's new mov1e is 
being premiered this weekend In London 
and is supposed to be like one ol the Baatle1 
old films- It even has a plot in which Martin 
Fry is captured by the KGB. Maybe they 
need him to sing as a new lorm of torture 
That's all lor the moment, see you tonight 
(Thursday) at the Claremont Hotel. Watch 
for a Tell me a Colour supplement next 
week• . 

as if it cost 50p from Woolies and does 
nothing to break up that horribly bleak 
background. But probably worst of all, the 
sound mix is quite disgraceful - The Style 
Council sounded as If they were playing a 
couple ot hundred feet down a pothole! 

The gloom is scarcely alleviated by the 
dreadful presenters. Yvonne French giggles 
so much she looks like a marionette under 
the in fl uence of a drunken puppeteer. 
Meanwhile her sidekick pretends it's still 
possible to be cool and trendy despite being 
three leet tall, having an IQ of around 20, and 
being the proud possessor of a name like 
Graham Fletcher-Cook. 

Honestly, Switch is so irredeem-ably 
awful it should at least try to be consistent, 
and hire yet more pop personality morons
Paul Gambacclnl (the man who gave us 
Ka jagoogoo) and Jonathan King, perhaps; 
or Mark Ellen and David Hepworth. A 
programme that bad might at least be tunny . 

or how to view things 

objectively 

having some things about 10 times as loud 
as they should've been. "A bad workman 
always blames his tools" has never been 
more true. Lei's face it, l ive music leaves a 
great deal to be desi red, and it will only be 
when bands improve thei r own technical 
skill as musicians instead of relying heavily 
on effects and over-dubs in the studio that 
live programmes, and gigs for thal matter. 
w ill be really worthwhl1e. That's entertain-
ment. 
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Vinyl 
Score 
Doubles . . . 
.. or playing 

the field at 

singles 
Continu ing our .tennis 
theme, I had thought of 
putting this week 's new 
releases into thre e 
categories , namely New 
Balls, Balls, and Old Ball s, 
but the umpire wouldn 't 
allow it, and I was sent off. 
Pity, but never mind. Oh 
well , here goes . 

Blancmange: Blind Vision 
Hurray! A good record for a change I 

Sincerely hope to see you all bopping 
around to this jolly song down at Le Metro 
(hello Jim). Much more powerful than 
Waves, perhaps due to the ftash New York 
production - who knows? Blind visions, 
blind words - yeh, know what you mean. 

Clint Eastwood & General Saint: 
Stop That Train 

Better than previous offerings. but can't 
say 11 grabs me by the throat (bet you lot 
wish 11 would, eh?). It certainly isn't half as 
insipid as most reggae floating around al the 
moment. anyway 

Pete Shelley: Millions of People 
But No One Like You 

Actually this record has def1n1tely grown 
on me. Really nice guitar work, and a 1Une 
which gets one going. man Whatever turns 
you on 

Prince Charles and the City 
Beat Band: Cash /Money) 

Now, this 1s what I would call a groovy 
record. Previously only available on import 
you can now buy 11 extra cheapo. Bnllsh 
release Don't get too excited The lead man 
is currently promoting his disc on a tour ol 
Australia and New Zealand 

Pink Floyd: Not Now Johnny 
No prizes for guessing which category this 

would have gone under. Apparently the 
album version of this abysmal pseudo
political piece ol excrement has naughty 
words in the chorus (oh. how daring) which 
have been removed for chart consumption 
(indig iestion more like it). 

Jon and Vangells: 
And When the Nigh t Comes 

Well, when the night comes one goes to 
sleep. Which by a surprising coincidence is 
what this record does to one. And since I 
can't think of any jokes involving Chariots of 
Fire, I'll just say bye-bye !or now. 

Spider 

NO FUTURE? 
Nie Foxell assesses the 

"BLEAK OUT 
damage 

Out of the netherworld o f 

L O O K
, , c lubland squirmed a fa iry army of 

gutless wimps, pranc ing their 
painted and pampered way in the 
publ ic consciousness. Popu lar 
music, easy listening , for all the The polemic begins here. That 

overweight, self-sati sfied cesspit 
of complacency, the Br itish music 
industry, has been asking for it -
and here it comes. 

For the last five years it has 
ruth lessly plundered every decade 
of this centu ry . The resou rces of 
the past are not infinite and it 
seems at last that stocks of 
'inspiration' are running low. From 
the nosta lgicall y authentic to the 
embarrassingly diluted, musical 
ghosts, the obscurer and deader 
the better, have been resur-rected, 
emulated, bastardi sed and re
c rucified . Nothing is sac red to the 
ravaging vultures greedy for chart 
success. No one and nothing is 
immune from the pillage. From 
Bessie Smith to The Doors, from 
Ornette Coleman to Otis Reading , 
from Cootie WIiiiams to Gene 
Vincent; the looters scour the 
hi ppest record shops in search o f 
ammunition for their cultura l 
devastat ion. 

In the af termath of the all-out 
war on 'rock ' that was Punk , the 
pretty-boys picked up the jagged 
pieces and invented the so-called 
'rebirth of style' . 

Pooh. 

family. Safe, tepid little tunes that 
mummy and daddy wi ll approve 
of. Where's the th reat, the risk, the 
soul? 

Do Culture Club, Duran Duran 
or t he pa i nfull y aby s mal 
Kajagoogoo reall y represent the 
futu re of OUR music? 

O r wou ld you ra th er th e 
frightening ly blatant fasc ism of 
New Order or Spear of Destiny Do 
you know what Kirk Brandon, w ith 
all his Nazi Youth posturing, rea lly 
th inks of Hitler? 

Or is it The Human League, pro
gramming the latest technology 
with the magic code: I-N-S-T-A-N
I-N-S-T-A-N-T H- I-T? 

Is the middle-age adolescent 
Peter Powell reall y th e spokesman 
of the young generati on? 

God, or someone, help us. 
So is there a future? Look ing 

around, it's tempting to say no. 
We can but hope. 

ALL SINGLE BRITISH 
LPs £3.99 

OR LESS! 

(EXCLUDING TV-LPs) 
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Si"Uo1N1 
SPORT 
SIDELINES 

An Invitation 

from Luscious Lips and 
the Lacrosse Ladies. 

On Sunday 1 st May the Lacrosse 
Club is organising a mixed 
tournament. Entries have already 
closed, but this is an invitation to 
spectators and supporters who are 
very welcome to come down to 
Peffermill at 2.00 on Sunday to 
view this "game with a difference" 
You might even have a chance to 
try out this interesting sport, on 
the side-lines (at the umpire's 
discretion as there are no 
boundaries') 

Protective clothing recom
mended! 

Table Tennis Club AGM , Thurs, 
5th May at 3 Craigmillar Park at 8 
pm (meet in the Southsider at 7.30 

P~k charactenstic fashion the 
Sports Union clubs are loathe to 
part with those sc1nt1llating t1t-b1ts 
of witty repartee, informat1on and 
rt:sults that are the focus of any 
!:i;;'Jrt. 
All clubs pleaff remember that 
My publicity h, good for your sport 
so corn.nit yourself to provld<, 
some. each week! 

P.S.: Is there a senior C grade o r 
ex-school oarsman out there, 
rowing bowside, who wants a 
chance to win (I mean It) 
something th is season? Ring BIii 
on 229 7009 ... anytime! 

The Boss 1 - Rest of the World O 
Well done to our prize-scooping hero. 

ATHLETICS 

PEFFERMILL REVISITED 
The University athletics 
season got off to a good 
start on Saturday at 
Peff e rmill, w it h t he 
annual University trials. 

This year's attendance 
was one of the best seen 
for several years and led 
to some fierce compe
tition. Notable in th is 
context were the field 
events which in the past 
have tended to be some
what of a sideshow, com
pared with the main 
events on the track. 

Particular mention must be 
made of the javelin where 
standards were very high, John 
Scott taking first place with a 
throw of 50.10 metres, closely 
followed by Andy Beale in second 
place with 48.12 metres. The men's 
discus and shot titles both went to 
a welcome newcomer, Dominic 
Crolla, a name to look out for in the 
future. In the ladies' field events 
Judy McDowell completed an 
enviable hat-trick with discus, shot 
and high jump titles. the men's 
high jump title went to Ben 
Thomson who cleared 1.95 m 
(that's over 6 ft 5 in to the non
metrically orientated). 

Turning to the track events 
mention must be made of the hare 
and hounds contingent (alias the 
cross-country runners) who form 
a distinct sub-group within the 
club. They had a very successful 
day and walked off with several 
trophies . Their star performer, 
Don (the Bomb) McMillan , 

achieved a rare double in taking 
both the 200 metres and 800 
metres titles in superb style. Paul 
Stockman (an ex-hairy now) took 
the 400 m title from Alister 
Hargreaves in second place, and 
Dave Gould the 5,000 metres title 
from a less experienced but 
dogged competitor Ewen Kellar. 
Last but not least for the hairy's, 
Graham Haddow, their illustrious 
captain, captured the 1,500 metres 
title for the second year running 
(sic!). 

Our hurdle specialists proved 
themselves well up to the mark as 
usual with captain Mark Lindsey
Bayley taking the 110 metres high 
hurdles title and Ewen McAslan 
the 400 metres hurdles title . Alan 
Jagger (a footballer of some note 
in the inter-mural league, I believe) 
won the 100 metres sprint in 
uncompromising style to 
complete the events for men. 

The ladies, while less well 
represented on the track . 
produced a very reasonable 
turnout. Fiona Hargreaves was on 
sparkling form and took the 100 m, 
200 m and 400 m titles although 
not without some strong 
competit1on from Kirstie Ramsay 
in the 100 m. Marcella Robertson 
triumphed in the 800 m. 

Finally, congratulations to al l 
those who won , but also thanks to 
everybody who turned up and 
made the day a success . Special 
thanks must go to all the organ 
isers who gave theis time and 
experience, not to mention advice 
(" Wei lie it Don" to quote Mortimer, 
guest commentator) and helped 
things to run smoothly . Let's look 
forward to a successful season for 
EUAC. 

TEVIOT 
RELINQUISH 

TITLE 
FOOTBALL 

Geog Soc I 
Tevlot Row Rowdies O 

On Wednesday last , 
Geog Soc reaffirmed their 
dominance of Midweek 
lntr-Mural Football. Their 
victory in the rearranged 
top- of-the-table clash 
against Teviot Row 
Rowdies takes the 
Premier League title 
where it rightly belongs. 

It was Teviot, in white, who were 
the first to attack. These attacks 
were most efficiently mopped up 
by the Geog Sac back four of Watt, 
Robertson, O_rmiston and 
Kitching. The Rowdies did have 
one chance when Dingo eluded 
his marker and crossed low into 
the six yard area; the ensuinQ_ 
melee found the ball breaking 
loose to Jagger whose weak side
footed shot was instinctively 
blocked by M itchell in lhe Geog 
Sac goal. This near thing 
prompted the reds to move up a 
gear. For the rest of the first half, 
Geog Sac had the initiative as they 
relentlessly attacked the Rowdies ' 
goal area gaining several corner 
kicks. The first was hastily cleared 
but only to Kitching 's famous right 
peg which drov e the ball 
merci lessly goalward before the 
"Peffermill Swirl" carred the ball 
over the bar. Later corners 
produced clear chances but Waitt , 
Halliday and Ormiston all head ed 
past. 

The second half staned much as 
before with both teams to be 
before with both teams m1dfields 
competing for superiority. Teviot 
were unfortunate not to be 
awarded a penalty at this point 
when Jagger appeared to be 
fouled inside the area. However, 
the r_eferee remained aloof to the 
Rowdies' protestations and had no 
hesitation in awarding Geog Sac a 
goal kick inferr ing that the striker 
had kicked the ball out of play 
before stumbling to the ~round. 

w ,th the heat becoming a maIor 
factor (and Tev,ot's lack of 
f itness) , Geog Soc's youth po licy 
came into its own and the reds 
suddenly finding themselves w ith 
much more room to play in as the 
Rowdies' faded. 

The winning goal came from an 
elusive cross from Welsh on the 
left wing which Gillan , in his 
wisdom, "dummied" This allowed 
the other Geog Sac striker, 
Halliday to nip in, beat Teviot's 
offside trap, and casually dispatch 
the ball into the net , giving the 
keeper no chance. At this , Teviot 
perhaps sensed doom , and try as 
fhey may, failed to re-assert 
themselves on the game until the 
last ten minutes when they threw 
caution to the wind in an attempt 
to equalise. Their best effort came 
when Bert swung over a 
speculative cross which, when 
caught by the local winds, went 
just past the post. 

Geog Soc. however, held on 
with a style that Denis Waterman 
and his West Auckland team 
would 've been proud of. As the 
fatigue, heat and frustration took 
effect, discipline on the field 
deteriorated. Much of this was due 
to some controversial decisions 
made by the Geog Sac referee 
which led only to an increase in the 
Rowdies' exasperation . Happily 
the game ended without any 
further disagreements and any 
animosity previously felt was 
quickly fogotten . 

This was the first time that Geog 
Sac has beaten the Rowdies in the 
league and having been cruelly 
denied the title in seasons past, the 
after match celebrations proved to 
be so much th e sweeter . 
Hopefully , by now, Geog Sac will 
have beaten the Medics in the first 
tie of our defence of the Summer 
Cup which we won last May by 
beating Teviot 3-2 in the final. 
(sorry lads) . 

The Boss returns this week from 
suspension, after last week's book
ing by the Glasgow Herald (away) 
and urges you to read him NOW 
before he is transferre d to 
G lasgow. 

FOOTBALL 
Edin Uni 1st XI 1 
Selkirk 3 

The disreputable infer
ence reported in last 
Friday's 'Glasgow Herald' 
that your dedicated and 
thoroughly honourable 
scribe only reports on 
games which the Univer
sity actually wins 
demands a reply. 

The psychological un
w il lingness to contem
pl ate reporting defeats is 
directly rel ated to the 
educational developm ent 
of Edinburgh footba llers. 

Attendance at the Alan Chainey 
school of coaching, which 
eschews the benefits of positive 
thinking, encourages the student 
to banish the word defeat from his 
vocabulary no matter how 
regularly it occurs. Unfonunately 
losing has been more than a 
regular feature of the season, it 
has become a habit, which makes 
the reporting of defeats inevitable. 
In fact University victories this 
season have been about as rare as 
a papal visit to I brox . 

Nor surprisingly the visit of 
Selkirk to Peffermill was not 
greeted with any great relish 
reflecting the defeatist atmos
phere which pervaded the 
University dressing room . The 
opposition arrived complete with 
their own panzer division in the 
shape of Ian Whitehead" and 
unfort unately for the home side 
th e ir n otorious transpo rtable 
ltnesman. This character has the 
envi able facility to radically alter 
the dimensions of lhe pitch by 
merely raising his right arm. Even 
the most casual observer would 
not find 11 d1fflcult to know where 
his affiliations lay as Selkirk 
appeared to be playing on a 
Hampden size surface whilst the 
Uni might as well have been 
playing at Saughton or lnverleith. 

The University's problems were 
multiplied by the fact that they 
only had 11 men plus their coach 
whose lack of footballing ability, 
already well documented in these 
columns, has been effectively 
demonstrated in recent weeks. 
The return of Neil McEwen after a 
trip to promote his father's 
celebrated ale unfortunately did 
not add to ttie dismal gate which 
disappointed A.C . the varsity 

"Titch" Mitchell was 

Last weekend Ed in burg h 
Un ive rs i ty had th ree 
tea ms rac ing in th e 
Sco t t ish Univers ities 
Windsu rfin g Cham pion
ships at South Queens
fer ry. 

Five universities participated; 
Strathclyde, Glasgow, Dundee, 
Heriot Watt, and Edinburgh, with 

By THE BOSS 

promoted from the 2nd XI and it 
should be noted by readers with a 
soClaf conscience that "Titch" has 
secured a job on graduation with 
the same gnome mode ll ing 
agency as the diminutive Chave 
McCaig. 

In the early part of the game 
itself a combination of an inability 
to .readily merge diverse individual 
ta lents and general slackness 
resu lted in the Un i being 2 down 
after 15 mins. The loss of the 
second goal confimed Tubby 
McDonald as the club's official 
goal seller. It appeared that Tubs 
was offering special rates to the 
Selki r k cen t re-forward who 
gratefully accepted his mishit 
clearance by converting wit h 
casual aplomb. Even the 
appearance of Alan Chainey wi th 
remainder copies of the "Bumper 
Book of Football" now in its 
second edition, failed to inspire. 

The desperation of the varsity's 
situation was exacerbated by the 
appearance of the club's 
incompetent coach who came on 
as a substitute for an apparently 
injured "Titch" Mitchell. One of the 
Peffermill wags preferred the 
opinion that "Titch" was feigning a 
injury in order that he could return 
to the pavilion to ingratiate 
himself with the sensational Sheila 

wife of Capability Smith and 
charged with responsibility for the 
provision of post-match teas, 
thereby ensuring favoure d 
treatment in the dispensation of 
surplus sausage rolls and bridies. 
Incredibly the substitutio n 
brought immediate results . Chave 
McCaig , discarding his fishing 
rod , pulling down his pointed hat 
and desert ing h is poolside vigil , 
scored with a well timed run and 
shot. 

Selkirk responded by restorin 
their lead almost 1mmed1ately with 
a spectacular long range effort 
which caught McDonal d 
dereaming. The advent of spring 
turns Tubby's thoughts away from 
the rigours of football to donning 
his whiter and luxuriating in the 
clash of leather and willow. The 
easy pace of the game of cricket. 
the seemingly endless supply of G 
and T delivered by a beamin 
dark-skinned manservant and th 
ripple of gentle appreciativ 
applause which greets th 
slightest movement provide 
powerful attraction for the club's 
noted net-minder, and resultan 
lack of concentration i 
engendered, ended any thought o 
a Uni comeback. 

the last two acting as Joint host 
for the event. T here were 14 team 
racing - Strathclyde 1 came fir 
with Heriot Watt 1 secon 
Edinburgh 1 finished fifth over 
with their other two team 
following closely. The weather o 
Saturday provided som 
interesting racing with force 5 
winds, but Sunday saw several 
us becalmed. Next year this eve 
will be held on the west coast. 
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