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• Recommendation for a merger puts Glasgow under threat 

' I 

by Mark Campanile 

THE Secretary of State for 
Scotland has entered the 
debate on the future of Scot
land's two veterinary schools 
with fierce criticism of prop
osals that Glasgow Univer
sity's veterinary school 
should close. 

The Riley Report, published 
last Friday, recommended that 
veterinary schools in Edinburgh 
and Glasgow should combine to 
form a si ngle Scottish School for 
Veterinary Studies based at Edin
burgh University. 

I 

ID 

Although it had been expected 
that the Riley Committee would 
recommend closure of one of the 
Scottish vet schools, Mr Rifkind is 
said to be dismayed by the report 

. and his remarks are bound to add 
vigour to the campaign to save the 
Glasgow school that is already 
underway . 

Dissociating the Government 
from the scheme, Mr Rifkind 
said: "Having studied the Riley 
Report , I am disturbed by its , 
analysis and even more by the 
conclusions. 

"These at present have only the 
status of recommendations. They 
do not represent a decision by the 

AUT set to reject 
pay offer 

by Katka Krosnar 

THE Association of Univer
sity Teachers are likely to 
reject a two-part pay offer 
made by the Committee of 
Vice-Chancellors and Princi
pals at a meeting last Friday. 

The offer includes a 3 per cent 
pay rise from April 1, 1989. In 
addition, lecturers will receive a 
lump sum, which would vary 
according to individual salaries. 
The sum would be worth 3 per 
cent of the salary earned between 
January 1 and March 31, 1989. 

Professor Sir Mark Richmond , 
CVCP chairman, commented 
after the meeting: "There really is 
a need to pay our academic staff 
decent salaries and we are embar
rassed at the inadequacy of this 
offer. 

"But we have been persuaded 

that people would rather be 
assured of something now while 
we go on arguing for more. " 

The A UT have not yet decided 
whether or not to accept the offer 
and negotiations will continue 
today. 

John Duffy, President of AUT 
Scotland, stated: "I don't think 
there is any question of the A UT 
accepting the offer as it does not 
address the issue of April 1988." 

But he added: "It is useful that 
they have started negotiations." 

Referring to his union's action, 
Mr Duffy said that he was "happy 
with the support". 

"The support is pretty solid and 
if the action is effective this will 
increase it." 

Mr Duffy reaffirmed his con
cern over the action affecting stu
dents, stating: "It has never been 
our aim to damage students' 
interests." 

UGC, and certainly not of the 
Government." 

He continued: "Over the next 
three · months any defects or 
invalid assumptions in the Riley 
Report will have to be vigorously 
exposed and the strength of the 
Glasgow Veterinary School fully 
presented." 

Mr Rifkind, who is due to visit 
the Glasgow school on Friday, is 
understood to be concerned that 
the report has based its recom
mendations on the scope for phys
ical development and the accessi
bility of allied research and teach
ing facilities in Edinburgh, rather 
than academic excellence. 

The report proposes that the 
intake of undergraduates into 
Glasgow in 1989 should be the 
last. The new school will have a 
yearly intake of 85 students, 
which is about 20 per cent lower 
than the current combined intake 
into the Edinburgh and Glasgow 
schools. 

The British Veterinary Associ
ation has attacked the guidelines 
issued to the Riley Committeee by 
the University Grants Committee 
which proposed that there should 
be some 335 graduating veteri
nary students every year. The 
BY A say that this figure is insuffi
cient. 

Edinburgh University Principal 

' IS 

Sir David Smith said that the loss 
of places that would result from 
the merger is "a matter for consid
erable regret". 

The Scottish Secretary's 
remarks must reopen the question 
of the status of the Dick Vet, the 
future of which had seemed 
assured. 

Mr Rifkind's comments were 
welcomed by Sir William Fraser, 
Principal of Glasgow University, 
and Professor James Armour, 
Dean of the Vet School. 

The six British veterinary 
schools have until March 31 to 
submit comments on the report's 
recommendations before the 
UGC makes its final decision. 

Photo: Henry Goulding 

Action from last Friday's game when the Scottish students took on their Welsh counterparts at Peffer
miU. The Scottish team, represented by seven Edinburgh players could not live up to the performance 
of the national side the following day, and collapsed to a 28-8 defeat. More rugby on page 8. 



2 Thursday, January 26, 1989 

Tory Club 
snubbed 

by Martin Crowther 

TORY hacks were snubbed 
when one of their much
vaunted celebrity speakers 
failed to turn up 

Scottish Home Affairs Minis
ter, Lord James Douglas-H~mil
ton, was, it transpired, en route to 
London by shuttle despite having 
earlier "confirmed personally" 
that he would address the club last 
Monday. 

His absence was described very 
frankly by club secretary Peter 
McCormack as nothing short of 
"inexcusable". 

However, the absence of Mr 
Douglas-Hamilton did not seem 
to dampen spirits. In true 
swashbuckling style, Mr McCor
mack took to the floor to save the 
day with a well-argued and clearly 
expressed indictment of the Gov
ernment proposals to introduce 
football identity cards. 

Poking fun at the Secretary for 
Sport Colin Moynihan , McCor
mack said he was galled by the fact 
that people saw this man as well 
qualified for his present Govern
ment post just because he had 
once been a Cambridge cox and 
could therefore shout into a 
megaphone. 

Even if Moynihan was the 
instigator of the scheme, Mrs 
Thatcher was its driving force, he 
continued, putting fear into the 
ranks of potential Tory rebels. 

Drawing upon his seemingly 
vast knowledge of Scottish foot
ball, Mr McCormack, a regular 
supporter at Tannadice, dismis
sed the scheme in terms of its 
impracticality. 

Many hooligans who had been 
banned from grounds would sitll 
travel to cause trouble outside and 
could eveR: gain entrance to the 
match by borrowing or stealing 
the cards of others. Surely better 
methods were available by which 
to curb hooliganism? Convicted 
soccer thugs could be detained on 
Saturday afternoons, for instance, 
as part of their punishment and to 
prevent violence. 

Finally he attacked the scheme 
because he believed it would 
result in a loss of personal free
dom and also because it was being 
imposed from above against the 
wishes of both the majority of 
clubs and the police, who surely 
knew best. 

Replying in favour of the prop
osals, former EU Tory secretary 
Nick Holroyd openly expressed 
his faith in the scheme as a first 
step in the battle to extirpate the 
loutish element from our society 
by removing them from our foot
ball grounds. 

A vote was taken. Four mem
bers supported the introduction of 
football identity cards but a rebel
lious ten disagreed with their 
party leadership and found the 
proposals lacking. 

NEWS. STUDENT 

Prostitution and Aids 
THE Alcohol Research 
Group at the University of 

· Edinburgh, investigating the 
use of alcohol and illicit drugs 
by prostitutes and their 
clients, has outlined the 
implications for the spread of 
HIV infection ( the AIDS 
virus) in the sex industry. 

In a review published this Fri
day (13th January), the Group 
points out that prostitutes and 
their clients are potentially vul
nerable to AIDS, and that more 
needs to be done to educate them 

about the risks. 
< 

The researchers , led by Dr 
Martin Plant, have found that 
prostitutes and their customers 
often make contact when one or 
both is under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs- heavy drinking 
and the use of illicit drugs are 
widely reported to be com
monplace among both male and 
female prostitutes. Both prosti
tutes and client are potentially 
vulnerable to AIDS due to unsafe 
sexual practices and contact with 
multiple partners, some of whom 
represent high risk grou~s such as 

intravenous drug users, homosex
ual and bisexual males. The 
review concludes that "prostitu
tion is clearly one way in which 
HIV infection might be spread 
into the general heterosexual 
population". 

Dr Plant stresses the urgent 
need for further research to assess 
AIDS-related knowledge and 
behaviour among prostitutes and 
their clients: "These people 
should clearly be high priority 
targets for campaigns to increase 
knowledge of AIDS-related risks 
and to foster safer sex practices." 

Durham wins ESSO 
debating competition 

by Ewen Ferguson 

DURHAM University suc
cessfully captured the prize 
of best team and best indi
vidual speaker as the ESSO 
International Debating Com
petition reached its climax at 
the weekend. 

The event, annually organised 
by Edinburgh University Debates 
Committee, was concluded on 
Saturday evening in Teviot 

Debating Chamber. A large audi
ence was in attendance. 

An original entry of 22 teams 
was whittled down to six contin
gents who debated the motion 
"This House believes the moral 
majority has a right to legislate" . 

The proposers argued that mor
als should be considered by gov
ernment - with the proviso that 
the government be democratically 
elected by a majority of the elec-
torate. . 

The opposition countered by 
declaring that it was spurious to 

suggest that any definitive moral
ity exists. Law, they maintained, 
should not be fashioned by opin
ion. 

The distinguished panel of 
judges, which included Gordon A 
Wilson MP and Lord McCluskey, 'W 
delivered their verdict through 
their spokesperson. 

He added constructive criticism 
for the teams, suggesting that 
more clarity and courtesy could . 
have been woven into a somewhat 
passionate debate. 

"I WAS IN LOADS OF SOCIETIES" 
WHEN YOU GO FOR YOUR JOB 
INTERVIEW AND THEY ASK YOU WHAT 
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE YOU HAVE OR 
WHATYOUDIDATUNIVERSITY-WHAT 
WILL YOU SAY? 

STUDENT NEWSPAPER OFFERS YOU 
THE BEST OPPORTUNITY AT UNIVERSITY 
TO GAIN EXPERIENCE OF: 

(1) Co-ordinating a business which is responsible for 
its own finances and costs. 

(2) Conducting business (advertising) deals with 
companies ranging from local shops to national 
businesses like Saatchi & Saatchi or BP. 

(3) Gaining valuable experience in basic marketing 
techniques. 

(4) Working within a management team. 

STUDENTholds a General Meeting on Fridays at 1 pm. 
For anyone interested in anything to do with business, 
editorial and photography, all you need is a little time, a 
little enthusiasm. 

The positions of GENERAL MANAGER and 
ADVERTISING MANAGER for the 
Edinburgh Student Newspaper will soon 
be available. BOTH JOBS INVOLVE 
FINANCIAL REWARDS. No experience 
required. Apply by phone or letter to 
STUDENT Newspaper, 48 Pleasance, 
Edinburgh (558 1117/8). 



.STUDENT NEWS Thursdav. January 26. 1989 3 

EUto 

lose 

£millions 
Sex attacks 

on Meadows 
POLICE are urging that 
students exercise extra caution 
following two sexual attacks 
which occurred recently in the 
Meadows. The attacks took 
place on two consecutive 
nights between 1.30 am and 
2.45 am , and police think that 
the same attacker was involved 
on both occasions. 

A police spokesperson told 
Student that no weapon was 
used in either attack, and that 
both women managed to 
escape. 

The police mounted a 
special patrol of the area last 
weekend, and no further 
attacks have been reported. 
Nobody has yet been picked 
up for the attacks and inquiries 
are continuing. 

Women have been advised 
to avoid badly lit and wide 
open places 'late at night. 

Exam 

Registration 
TOMORROW is the last 
chance for students to register 
for degree exams. Students 
can register at the registry in 
Old College. 

EUSA 

Aileen McColgan 

EDINBURGH University 
stands to lose as much as £2 
million as the result of 
changes in government regu
lations. 

In mid-1988 the University's 
deficit sklod at £3 million , and it 
announced its decision to shed 170 · 
staff through voluntary redundan
cies as part of its d!-1ficit manage
ment plan. Salaries account for 
70% of the University's annual 
expenditure, and it was decided 
that the loss of these posts would 
play a major role in reducing the 
deficit to zero by the target date of 
1990/91. 

The Government, m order to 
encourage such cost-cutting initia
tives , undertook to compensate 
universities, through the Univer
sity Grants Committee, for any 
redundancy payments necessary 
in order to implmement such early 
retirement schemes. The average 
payout is about £47,000, and were 
it not for such Treasury backing 
the scheme would be much too 
costly in the short term for univer
sities to undertake . 

A further problem arose, how
ever, in persuading sufficient 
academic staff to . volunteer for 
early retirement. The redundancy 
payments are calculated on the 
assumption of a retirement age of 
65, whereas pre-1983 contracts, 
which cover many of the relevant 
staff, stipulate retirement ages of 
67 or70. 

As an incentive, the University 
has instituted a number of agree
ments with staff under which they 
accept early retirement on the 
basis of part-time re-engagement 
by the University- the so-called 
Endowment Fellowship Scheme. 
The re-engagement contracts 
allow the necessary posts to be 
shed while retaining links with 
staff who otherwise would not 

has been forecast that 25 of these 
40 early retirements will be made 
on the basis of re-engagement 
contracts. The University will 

have to meet the redundancy pay
ments of 50 of the 170 staff, a pos
sible bill of £2 million in all. 

Edinburgh University's Princi
pal , Sir David Smith , has written 
to Ministers, local MPs, and the 
Chairman of the University 
Grants Committe, seeking their 

·support for a reversal of the 
·Treasury ruling. He pointed out 
that this blow came "after almost 
a decade of reductions in 
income," at a time "when, finally, 
the University felt that they were 
in reach of regaining financial sta
bility," as a result of their strin
gent financial management. 

He emphasised that the costs of 
part-time employment were to be 
met by the University's own "li
mited private funds," rather than 
the UGC, and that it therefore 
seemed grossly unfair to penalise 
the Universities concerned for 
such a use of their own monies. 

With regard to the debt to be 
incurred as a result of the Treas
ury ruling, he said that. 

"It would make no financial 
sense to take out a loan for this 
amount , since it would almost cer
tainly put us into a downward 
financial spiral. This leaves only 
the unwelcome course of selling 
possessions; the amount of money 
needed is so large that it will 
inevitably have to include dispos
ing some of our real treasures such 
as valuable ran~ books." 

Sir David pointed out that any 
such selling off by the University 
of "important cultural assets in its 
care" would undermine public 
trust and would "at the very least, 
discourage private individuals 
from making further gifts and 
benefactions." 

Photo: Hugh Pinney 

Pictured is the Lord Provost, Eleanor McLaughlin, who officially 
opened EUSA's Advice Place last week. 

About 50 students and staff gathered to watch the ceremony and 
attend the reception afterwards. 

Ms McLaughlin said that she felt it "important" that the Advice 
Place is open to the general public. She added that many of the 
nrnhll"""' students are now facing have been problems for others for 
sometime. 

Jane Rattray, Assistant Welfare Adviser, says that most inquiries 
concern student grants, housing benefit, accommodation, income 
support and finances generally. 

The Advice Place can be found on Potterrow, opposite the Mandela 
Centre. 

Budget to 
be weighted 

by Cathy Milton tionate spending. 
------------- • Before now the proportion of 

FOR the first time compara
tively wealthy faculties will 
effectively have to subsidise 
their impoverished · 
counterparts by meeting 
more than theif usual share 
of the savings target. 

The University's deficit mana
gers will this year allocate the bur
den of savings that faculties will be 
expected to absorb on the basis of 
ability to pay rather than propor-

the total University savings target 
that faculties and other areas have 
been asked to save has been calcu
lated on the loans of the propor
tion of the total University budget 
spent by each area. 

Although the allocation will not 
be finalised _until a meeting of the 
University Court on February 13, 
sources are able to confirm that a 
faculty's bank balance, technical 
advances, expected work and 
other factors have influenced the 
provisional allocation. 

accept early retirement, or who ' r---------------------------, 
NI GEL GRIFFITHS, MP 

GM 
ALTHOUGH the next EUSA 
General Meeting is not 
scheduled until March, 
motions are already arriving at 
the Mandela Centre. 

So far, motions on 
constitutional reform for 
Scotland, the AUT dispute 
and Nelson Mandela's 
nomination for Honorary 
President have been received. 

Others include calls for a 
ban of Nestle products from 
EUSA shops, nominations of . 
Alex Lein and Serges 
Migachov for Honorary 
President, and NUS affiliation. 

Secretary Mark Wheatley 
says he may put forward a 

are too valuable to lose. These 
part-time posts are to be financed 
solely by the University. 

Initially it appeared that the 
Treasury would fund the redun
dancy payments of staff who were 
offered such Endownment Fel
lowships, and the scheme was 
seen as financial management. 

Now, the Treasury has 
announced new regulations 
reneging on its initial assurances. 

· In any case where staff have been 
shed on the basis of re-engage
ment agreements, their compen
sation will not be covered by the 
Treasury. This leaves Edinburgh 
University with a bill of £1 million 
for 25 of the 130 staff already shed 

. who are participating in Endow
ment Fellowship. 

motion concerning ten In addition to this a further 40 
Chileans on death row in that staff are still to go in order to 
country. remain on target for 1990/91. It ._ _____ __. 

Student bares 
all at bop 

I 

by Cathy Milton 

AN unidentified male stu
dent responded to tropical 
conditions at Edinburgh's 
sweatiest nightclub 
"Shag"- by taking off all his 
clothes . 

Student sources say that the 
naked truth is that the bold bop
per was not terribly well 
endowed. They also report that he 

did not appear to be excessively 
drunk. 

Last Thursday's "Shag" con
tinued in this revealing mode 
when a second student stripped 
down -this time only to her bn 
- apparently displaying a rathe1 
sexy line in black lingerie. 

Others on the dance floor are 
said to have been taken aback at 
first and then mildly amused. 

Who said student radicalism is 
dead? 

HELP AND ADVICE 
Every Friday & Every Monday 

from 9am-10am at 93 Causewayside 
And Third Saturday of Emy Month 

9 am Burdiehouse/Southhouse 
Community Centre, Burdiehouse Street 

10.15 am Liberton High School, 
Gilmerton Road 

11.30 am James Gillespie's High School, 
Lauderdale Street 

Or contact the Labour Party HQ 
93 Causewayside (Tel: 61i2 4520). 

Labour- SerYing Our Community 
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CUBA Telling Tales in 
. The 30th anniversary of the Cuban revolution 
coincided with a UN investigation into human 
rights abuses there. Ian Katz sent this report 
from Havana. 

A REPORT from the United 
Nations Human Rights Com
mission in Geneva is the sort 
of thing most governments 
would be hoping to avoid in a 
celebratory year. They are 
usually compiled only on 
countries known to be human 
rights offenders so they don't 
tend to make great party 
reading- the best a govern-. 
ment might hope for is that 
the new report is an improve
ment on the last one. 

The HRC report on Cuba to be 
issued in February however, is the 

·first since the revolution - no 
prospect for improvement then. 
Nevertheless, it's likely to bring 
smiles to a few faces in Havana 
and almost certainly frowns to a 
few more in Washington. 

And not because Cuba is 
angelic in its respect for human 
rights. On the contrary, the HRC 
is likely to express its concern over 
Havana's abridgement of many of 
the civil liberties we take for 
granted in the West, freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech and 
freedom of movement for 
instance. And it should certainly 

ask questions about why the Cas
tro regime did not stand by its 
assurances that individuals who · 
gave evidence would not suffer 
reprisals - several were sub
sequently arrested. But even tak
ing into account the strong rep
resentation of Western countries 
on the delegation that visited 
Cuba to compile the report, it's 
likely to make positively light 
reading by comparison to the alle
gations Washington has been 

· making in recent years. 
Cynics have suggested that 

when vulgar anti-communism 
began to look shaky as the prop 
for Western and Latin American 
anti-Cuban sentiment, the US 
needed a more sophisticated 
strategy to discredit the Cuban 
revolution- hence its preoccupa
tion in recent years with the pro
tection of Cuban human rights. 
Washington says Castro is nasty, 
very nasty indeed - in fact the 
State Department insisted in 1987 
that "Cuba holds the dubious dis
tinction of being the Western 
hemisphere's most serious vio
lator of human rights and funda
mental freedoms." 

To back up this claim their 
ambassador to the HRC last year 

made detailed charges of "secret 
executionsm" "systematic tor-

. ture" and "disapp~arances." "Not 
a single year, not. a single month, 
not a single day," he said, "has 
gone by in Cuba without the tor- r 
ture of political prisoners." . In 
keeping with their ·very apparent 
concern about Cuban human 
rights Washington called for the 
HRC to mount an "investigation" 
on the human rights situation in 
Cuba. 

The exclusiveness of this con
cern however (the US delegation . 
was instructed not to even vote on 
other motions) pointed to its 
purely political nature and many 
of the HRC countries didn't like 

·it. "Investigations" are only 

"What use is the freedom of 
speech if you are dying of 
starvation?" 

mountoo on the worst offending 
nations in the world - these 
nations simply didn't buy US 
claims that Cuba was up there 
with the real villains like South 
Africa, Chile, .El Salvador etc. 
Eventually a compromise was 
hammered out by a group of Latin 
American countries - Havana 
would invite a delegation from the 
HRC to visit Cuba and see for 
itself and in return the commis
sion would drop the US motion 
calling for an "i~vestigation." 

Castro's willingness to throw 
open his prison doors (in fact just 
about all Cuban . doo"rs) would 
suggest that he doesn't have much 
to hide. One reason that he was 
looking quietly confident during 
the BRC delegation's visit in Sep
tember of last year is that a 
remarkable number of those 
pointing fingers at Cuba have 
"credibility problems." 

Not least the American ambas
sador to the HRC himself, 
Armando Valladares. Valladares 
has long been a cause celebre 
amongst those accusing Cuba of 

· human rights violations. Not only 
did he serve 22 years in Cuban 
prisons, ostensibly only for being 
a Catholic and not terribly 
enthusiastic about communism, 
but he was also wheelchair bound 
(maltreatment) and to top it all a 
poet. Unfortunately, this impres
sive edifice of credentials crum
bled somewhat after Mitterand 
pressured Castro for his release in 
1982. Castro said he was free pro
vided he walked out the prison 
gates- which he duly did- and 
when he got to Paris it turned out 
he wasn't much of a poet either. 

Valladares had just about lived 
down these erosions to his reputa
tion when the Cubans turned up in 
Geneva last year with what they 
claimed was evidence that Valla
dares had in fact been a member 
of Batista's vicious police force 
and of a counter-revolutionary 
terrorist group and what undoub-

tedly was a video of the "cripple
poet" working out in his cell 
before climbing back into his 
wheelchair. Of course a man does 
not have to be a cripple and/or a 
poet to tell the truth about condi
tions inside Cuban prisons, but 
Valladare's propensity to tell 
some untruths did not encourage 
the Commission to accept the 
bulk of his very serious testimony. 

Another man who has prob
lems with some of the truth is 
Ricardo Bofill. Bofill is president 
and founder of the "Cuban Com
mittee for Human Rights" , the 
main source of Washington's 
human rights allegations against 
Cuba. In fact, as the respected 
Human Rights Group Americas 
Watch noted, the timing _of the 
CCHR'S report was such that 
ch"arges it made could not possibly 
have been checked out before 
they were hurled at the Cubans in 
Geneva. This may well have been 
impetuous, taking Bofill's track 
record into account. 

At first glance, Bofill looked 
like a dream come true for this 
anti-Cuban lobby. At least seven ' 
years behind bars for his member- • 
ship of the "microfaction" (a 
breakaway group within the Com
munist Party who were to far left 
of Castro) , a highly acclaimed 
novel and a string of academic 
posts from Havana to the 'sor
bonne made him the prototypical 
"Cuban dissident intellectual" -
just what the doctor ordered. 

Student Travel this Easter 
BOOK NOW!! 

• • • 

Special Offer 
Paris Weekends until 03 Feb from £69.00 fr• 
Gatwick inclusive of Accommodation 

~nter Rail Cards-£ 145.00 
Unlimited European Rail Travel 

#lights to all destinations at special 
low student fairs 
e.g. Brussels £29.00 ex Luton 

~reat discounts on Coaches and Ferrys 
e.g. Edinburgh-London £I 5.00 return 

CALL IN NOW! 

E I N B U 
-.,. _ ......... _ 

3 Bristo Sq 
Edinburgh 
668 2221 

C E NTR 

92 Sth Clerk St" 
Edinburgh 
667 9488 

R c H 
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Havana 
The trouble started though 

when his single literary effort was 
found to be the work of acclaimed 
Cuban'author Jose Fuentes- a 
discovery undoubtedly supported 

·by the remarkably imcompatible 
claims of Bofill himself (who says 
he wrote it in prison) and his wife 
(who says she saw him write it at 
the kitchen table). And the fact 
that no-one has been able to find 
any record of his having been at 
any of the academic institutions 
he lists, in any capacity, has not 
embellished his reputation . 

But while Mr Bofill never made 
it to the Hotel Comodoro, where 
the delegation was hearing evi
dence , almost a thousand indi
viduals went there to air their per
sonal grievances against the 
regime. Many of these however 
suffered from a different kind of 
credibility problem . The US/ 
Cuban emigration agreement pro
vides for an annual total of 20,000 
Cubans to move to the US. But it 
also creates a "prioritised" quota 
of 3,000 political refugees who's 
visa applications are expedited 
and who receive considerable 
financial support on arrival in the 
US. 

W. GERMANY 

IT WAS a week before 
Christmas that students of 
the University of Hamburg 
organised a fundraising cam
paign for a very special pur
pose: They collected a rather 
symbolic sum of "donations" 
for the Minister of Educa
tion. Street theatre and pub
licity actions apart, the stu
dents of Hamburg like those 
of all West German univer
Sities are v01cmg their 
demand for money from the 
government. 

It is clearly tempting for Cubans 
· wishing to emigrate to try to qual

ify for this preferential category. 
When the c:telegation 's spokes
man , Hans Moive, first 
announced the number of indi
viduals wishing to give evidence, 
he was quick to add that over half 
of them had applied for visas to 
the US indicating that the delega
tion was quite aware that it would 
have to decide who were dissi
dents first and prospective emig
rants second, and who were pros
pective emigrants first and dissi
dents second. 

There is another factor which is 
also likely to influence the tone of 
next month's report. When he 
met the delgation on the last day Fidel Castro: 30 years and still the supreme leader of the Cuban revolution. 

_ of their visit, Fidel Castro will 
amost certainly have encouraged 
them to take into account Cuba's 
exemplary record in the protec
tion of the economic and social 
rights protected in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 
Since the late seventies interna
tional discussion about human 
rights has largely been in terms of 
the civil liberties guaranteed by 
the first amendment of the US 
constitution. Most Third World 
countries resent this. They say the 

· civil liberties we regard as rights in 
developed nations are meaning
less without the right to food, 
health , housing and jobs- "what 
use is the freedom of speech if you 
are dying of starvation?", they 
ask. 

The Castro regime has undoub
tedly made enormous strides in 
these areas since the revolution. 
Cuba now has one of the highest 
literacy rates , and one of the best 
health services in the world- no
one goes hungry and virtually 

everyone has a job and a roof over tion ") but the "human rights 
their head. These achievements issue" will effectively have been 
clearly made an impression on the disarmed for use against Cuba at 
delegation, only two of whom international forums like the 
hailed from developed nations , HRC. At best, it could steal what 
and who visited not only prisons wind from under the wings of the 
but schools and hospitals too . White House hawks and open the 

This should help ensure that the way for a thaw in US/Cuban reia
HRC gives Cuba a relatively clean · tions that have been icy for most 
bill of health next month. At of the thirty years they are celeb
worst , the State Department will rating in Havana and positively 
treat the report with characteristic frostbitten for the eight they are 
selectivity (they are still referrft1g currently celebrating in 
to the HRC visit as an "investiga- Washington . 

Selling Education by the mark 
• Students in Germany are responding radically to their education crisis. Almuth Ernsting reports. 

For the first time in post-war 
Germany this demand is so evi
dently justified that it is backed 
not only by the conservative stu
dent organisations but also by the 
university staff, the presidents of 
the universities and presumably 
by the majority of the population. 
"Two years ago the vice-chancel
lor called for the police to break 
an examination-boycott on the 
campus. This time he has even 
declared his sympathy with the 
striking students," explains a 
member of the student parliament 
in Berlin. 

In fact a few glances on d 

university life illustrate how into
lerable oversubscription and cuts 
in fundings have affected the 
capacity of West Germany univer
sities. 

Lectures in Berlin or Hamburg 
are often so over-crowded that 
students arrive more than one 
hour early to get a seat. Others 
have to make do with a video
transmission in front of the lecture 
halls. The Minister of Education 

· cynically (or even seriously?) 
suggests to extend lecture hours 
from 6 am to 11 pm. In Bochum 
an upper limit for 120 for one tuto
rial has been decreed. The double 
number goes . as aver.~ge. In 
Munich ten professq,rs are in 
charge of 2,200 students. In Col
ogne a single professor has to cor
rect 1 ,000 pages of class examina
tions per semester. 

University libraries cannot 
cater for the books on reading 
lists; in anatomy scores of stu
dents stand around one body they 
have to dissect. Admittedly, 
these are the most extreme 
examples, applying to the largest 
universities like Hamburg or Ber
lin and then mainly to degrees like 
Business Studies, Economics and 
the most common Arts aubjects. 

Even so, the whole extent ofthe 
scandal becomes visible if we 
include the housing market ·and 
the funding of students. 

Concerning the housing market 
it is sufficient enough to walk 
through the city of Hamburg and 
to look at the notices on waiis 

1981 Bonn stopped financing stu- The -government also target 
dent halls and the lower administ- specific subjects: non-conformist 
rations followed. Most student departments like the Institute for 
halls limit access to first-semester Latin-American Studies at Berlin 
students. Rents in university or the Institute for Didactic at· 
towns are increasing, profit is Hamburg are the first to be closed 
made with the most shabby box down. Money is transferred from 
rooms. "future-less" arts courses to 

At the same time less and less economically beneficial research 
money is available for students like genetics. 
and the small reforms towards One street theatre scene in 
equal opportunities fade away. · Hamburg was a slave auction in 
One of the first de-reforms of the which students were sold to enter
conservative government 'in 1982 prises. "What they want are 
was to substitute grants by loans uncritical, conformist experts," 
and by reducing those step by explains an organiser. 
step. Today less than a fifth can Concerning the student num-

.claim any loans and of the few bers the central government can
who can only 10% are granted the not reduce them by decree. What 
whole sum. More than half the they can do is financially dry out> 
students are thus forced to work departments to make studying as 
during term-time. Those who ·frustrating and intimidating as 
receive loans find themselves with possible. 
40,000 DM (£10,000) of debt after 
graduation. This explains why a The only hope that this policy 
university degree lasts almost will be stopped comes from the 
seven years for most students. If students themselves who no 
the government succeeds in put- longer sit back and wait. Ham-

burg and Berlin, the largest uni
versities have declared a total and. 

"What they want are uncriti
cal conformist experts." 

ting a limitation on the length of 
course of studies it means that 
people with low income parents 
will be excluded from universities, 
unless they are so ingenious as to 
cope with their studies >'lhile 
working at the same time. 

unlimited strike, most depart
ments in Kiel, Frankfurt and 
many smaller towns followed suit. 
On a single day a quarter of all stu-
dents in Berlin joined one 
demonstration and a General 
Meeting in Frankfurt was 
attended by 6,000 students- the 
hall was too small to let more 
people enter. A smaller university 
in Hamburg has even closed for 
the time of the protest and univer
sity conferences in other towns 
are discussing similar motions. 

Head to head: a student confronts a 

, or lamp posts "Desperately 
searching for a flat - offer 500 
DM (£150) for getting me one" 
and so on. Another student who 
has been so happy as to find a flat 
with friends reports "When we 
had a vacant room to let for two 
months only 40 students applied 
even ten weeks after the semester 
had started." The idea that the 
government or the universities 
could cater for student accommo
dation is not even discussed. In 

The government claim that 
they could not have foreseen the 
increasing number of students, 
and it is true that the number of 
students has risen by 10 per cent 
since 1987. But while the student 
population is on the increase, uni
versity staff are on the decrease. 
During the next decade the gov
ernment plans to reduce the staff 
at the University of Hamburg by 
630 people. 

Manfrede Stede adds: In Berlin 
the student strike began three 
weeks before Christmas. A total of 
100,000 students were involved, 
producing their own strike news
paper. Buses and cars had to be 
used to convey non-strikers to 
their lectures, and violent clashes · 
with police ensued and several 
students were arrested. 



6 Thursday, January 26, 1989 FOCUS STUDENT 

A
T the end of this month the United Nations 
Human Rights Commision will release its 
report on Cuba - the first one since the 
fall of the Batista regime and Castro's revolu

tion. Reports on human rights hardly ever tend to exon
erate the countries concerned, so why should Cuba be 
any different? American propaganda tells us that it is 
not, common sense tells us to take a closer look. 

STUDENT 
Veterinary Medicine is currently the most expensive 

university subject, standing at over £8,000 per student in 
1986/87. It is also one of the most impo.rtant investments 
a university can make, a field whose research projects, 
especially into an AIDS vaccine, have never been vital. 

Established in 1887 
It is a well-known fact that ever since the Bay of Pigs 

fiasco in 1961 humiliated the Kennedy administration 
and the CIA,.the Americans have pursued a campaign of 
economic sanctions, boycotts and destabilisation against 
Cuba. Castro responded in an equal mould by jetison
ning all his undesirables and drug-pushers into Miami 
and giving the Americans a law and order headache. 

48 P/easence, Edinburf?h EH8 9TJ. Tel. 558 111718 

Veterinary Medicine would suffer regardless of which 
school was shut down. Sir Ralph Riley , heading the 
working party, claims that to close the vet schools at 
Glasgow and Cambridge would be more cost-effective ; 
we should concentrate our resources , he says. The 
Glasgow n;action proves that quite the opposite will 
happen. There has already been talk that some of 
Glasgow's leading professors would rather take up 
offers of posts in America than transfer to Edinburgh, 
where financial rewards would still be minimal. You 
can ' t spread resources more thinly than that. 

Undoubtedly there have been human rights abuses in 
Cuba, in some cases severe ones, just as there have be.en 
in the United states itself (I humbly quote, m'lord, the 
number of prisoners on death row in the US in 
November, 1988 as 2151-40% were black). The trou
ble is that the American desire to discredit Cuba by 
whatever means possible totally wrecks any genuine 
effort to establish the state of human rights there. Their 
paranoia may score them occasional political points, but 
Castro is laughing. It's time that people who live in 
superpowers stop throwing human rights allegations. 

E dinburgh's Dick Vet has , to an extent, surfaced as 
the lucky one in the Riley Report. There would still 

have to be job losses in the Edinburgh School if the 
University Grants Committee's plans were to go ahead, 
but the location of a Scottish School of Veterinary 
Studies at the Bush Estate, near Edinburgh , has obvious 
practical and academic advantages . The skills of two of 
the UK's best schools would be on our doorstep . 

The working party forecast that the UK will need 
fewer vets in the 1990s. Yet, as the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons point out, Britain is the only 
member of the European Community considering a 
move to close veterinary schools . Extra vets will be 
needed, it is claimed, after 1992. Whether Scotland's 
contribution will consist of a small number of students , 
many of them from overseas, and all of them less highly 
qualified, or , as has been the case up til now, a group of 
British graduates who are leaders in the field , remains to 
be seen. 

Not so for Glasgow, who face a tough fight in the next 
two months to oppose the UGC's recommendations. 
The Riley Report's proposal for a merger is a practical 
solution, chosen by the working party (which itself 
includes a Professor of the Glasgow Yet School) in the 
face of growing financial pressure. 

Letters 
Dear Student, 

I am writing concerning Stu
dent's coverage of the poll tax 
which I am afraid has fallen short 
of the comprehensiveness it dis
plays in other areas. 

Non-registration and non-pay
ment are totally different. Non
registration consists of not supply
ing the Registration Officer with 
details of where you live. If you 
are found out (with students this is 
a big if) you can indeed be heavily 
fined. 

Non-payment on the other 
hand is not sending money to the 
council when requested to by let
ter. The fine for this is £8 on top of 
your poll tax bill. 

The result of non-payment is as 
follows: 
I. If, as we recommend, you 

have agreed to pay by 
monthly installments , the 
council will contact you after 
three months demanding 

be given the option to pay up 
before you fall liable for extra 
charges. 

The longer students hold out 
the greater the likelihood of clog
ging up the adminsitrative pro
cess. Whatever you do it will be a 
civil not a criminal offence, so you 
will not go to prison or get a crim
inal record . 

George Gretton, a lecturer in 
law at Edinburgh University and a 
leading authority on the Scots law 
of debt collection, has suggested 
that it would probably be unlawful 
for the Sheriff Court to seize a 
grant in the hands of an education 
authority, and agreed that stu
dents could avoid their grant 
being taken by putting it in an 
obscure building society or simply 
cashing the cheque. No money 
cna be taken from an overdrawn 
account. 

The majority of students' pos
sessions such as books up to a 

Govermnent Rules 
2. 

3. 

4. 

payment of the whole sum 
(£78) with seven days' notice. 
If you do not pay, the council 
will give you a further 14 days 
to comply. 
Under a new-ruling the Reg
ional Council will refer you to 
the Policy and Resources 
Committee which will hear 
your case individually - if 
this ruling stands and there is 
sizeable opposition to the 
poll tax, the system could be 
clogged up and it is unlikely 
most non-payers would have 
to pay. 
Should step 3 not take place 
or yours be one of the cases to 
be processed, the council will 
execute a summary warrant 
for the collection of a debt 
which will now be the £78 
plus an £8 charge. 

5. · The Sheriff Officers will 
eventually write to you giving 
five days' notice to pay the 
£86. 

6. If you continue with non-pay
ment the Sheriff Officers will 
take action to recover the 
money by way of seizing your 
bank account, wages, income 
support or selling your goods. 
If it proceeds by selling your 
belongings or taking money 
from your bnak account, you 
will be liable for an added 
charge but you will probably 

value of £500, furniture and 
clothes, cannot be touched. To 
take your wages the Sheriff 
Officer must know where you are 
working and as there is no link 
with the Inland Revenue comput
ers this can prove very time con
suming. Therefore students could 
make it very difficult for the coun
cil to collect the money. 

Speaking about the implemen
tation of the poll tax as opposed to 
the political facts behind it, Mr 
Gretton said: "The poll tax has 
never struck me as a practical 
scheme; I still don't think it is." 

At EUCAPT we feel that with 
policies such as student loans and 
supplementary benefit cuts, the 
time has come to send a strong sig
nal to the Convervative Govern
ment in London that a govern
ment withn only 42 per cent of the 
popular vote can only go so far. At 
the same time we can stop the poll 
tax from subverting local democ
racy. 

We hope you will join us by 
signing our non-payment register, 
either in the EUSA offices or 
when you see our stands around 
the University. 

Ian Robertson, 
writing as a member of EUCAPT. 
PS: If you are considering not pay
ing, do not give the Registration 
Officer your bank account 
number as you are under no legal. 
obligation to do so. 

I 

Although we were snowed under by answers to this Big 
Prize competition, with dogged persistence by some, the 
-winner was Clare Miflin, Bruntsfield, who may collect her 
money on Friday 27th at 1 pm. 

Dear Student, 

In your issue dated Jan. 12th, 
you published the results of a sur
vey into the awareness of students 
regarding AIDS and HIV infec
tion. The article was , to say the 
least, disturbing. This was due to 
two factors. Firstly, the results of 
the survey itself, and secondly, 
the confusing way in which the 
results seem to have been pre
sented. 

The first point I wish to make 1s 
that I can see no benefit in the· 
testing of staff and students for 
HIV, compulsory or otherwise. 
This would only serve to alienate 
those who were found to be anti
body positive. Surely it is the right 
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of the individual to decide AIDS . The word AIDS then goes 
whether she/he wants the test or on to appear in the rest of the arti
not . HIY cannot be transmitted cle - are we to assume that for 
through social contact and as AIDS we just substitute HIV? I 
regards the risk from sexual trans- feel that some clarification is 
mission, EVERYONE should be required here, or was the ques
practising safer sex, so the risk tionnaire worded badly as well? 
should be minimal. To even At the end of the article , there 
suggest the test should be compul- was a clear call from those sur
sory is disgusting and deplorable. , veyed for the University to do 

The second complaint 1 have more to educate students and staff 
about the article is in its presenta- about AIDS and HIV. Surely the 
tion . The article says: "More than Students' Association and any 
95 per cent . . . thought it was others with any sort of influence 
unlikely they could catch AIDS should take the lead , starting with 
from using a public toilet. . . . , the production of clear articles to 
This is a grossly inaccurate state- reduce the level of ocnfusion , not 
·ment because you cannot catch add to it. Come on Student, I 
AIDS, you can only catch HIV, know you can do it! 
from which you might develop Yours sincerely, 

Bill Green. 
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GeniQs or Judas ? 
A MONTH is a long time in League at Widnes . 
sport. After the inevitable Davies represents the most 
blaze of publicity which fol- publicised example of a growing 
lowed Jonathan Davies' deci- trend in rugby. Live as a Union 

player in Britain can be economi
sion .to swi~ch cod~s, the cally harsh, even at the top -
focus of media attention has . unlike New Zealand , for exam
now been diverted elsewhere. pie, where the venerated 

Life goes on . Back at Stradey "amateurs" live comfortably off 
Park, Llanelli continue to impress the game and its spin-offs. One 
with their teamwork . The Welsh can sympathise with Davies. 
club's back have regrouped , Without an established career, 
seemingly without major prob- with a wife and kids tO' support, he 
terns. And meanwhile, in unfamil- craves adequate financial recom
iar surroundings at Naughton pense for doing what he does best 
Park, the mercurial Davies has to -playing rugby. 
be content with his new role as Lured by large transfer fees and 
substitute and reserve team the promise of financial security, 
player, while he accustoms him- increasingly large numbers of 
self to the demands of Rugby prol!linent Union players are 

Mike Nash assesses the 
significance of Iona than 
Davies' recent move 
from Rugby Union to 
League code. 

travelling North . Terry Holmes, 
Alan Tait, Martin Offiah, Peter 
Williams, John Bentley, Adrian 
Hadley . . ; the list is growing con
stantly. 

It is far too early to judge 
whether the transition of this sub
tle Union rapier to a game domi
nated by the bludgeon will be a 
success. Significantly, his 20-

minute debut for Widness was 
watched by a crowd containing six 
Welsh internationals. Is this evi
dence of sympathetic curiosity, or 
an ominous sign that Davies will 
not be the last Welshman this sea
son to succumb to the League 
temptation? 

Will Wales as a team be better 
off without such a prima donna, 
hailed by some as a modern-day 
Barry John, slated by others for 
being an arrogant individualist? 
The evidence of Saturday's match 
at Murrayfield is inconclusive 

In an uncharacteristically 
lacklustre Welsh display, Bleddyn 0 

Bowen had to contend with a suc
cession of passes that were either 
over his head or around his ank-

les. Yet without Davies and the 
injured Mark Ring, Wales sorely 
missed the match-winning inven
tiveness of a natural playmakt:;r 
behind the scrum. Who can forget 
Davies' moment of intuitive 
genius in the same fixture last 
year, in which his opportunist try 
turned the match? The British 
Lions w(ll certainly lament his loss 
when they tour Down Under this 
summer. 

Cynics would argue that for all 
· his undoubted ability , Davies sim

ply lacks the plysical stature that is 
necessary to withstand the relent-. 
less brutality of top class Rugby 
League. It is a sad thought that 
Union's loss may well not be 
League's gain. 

• Ladies lose out Late 
Rally 

LACROSSE 

LAST SATURDAY, amidst 
cries from football and rugby 
pitches and bright sunshine, 
Edinburgh Lacrosse team 
took part in a "round robin" 
tournament against St 
Andrews and local rivals, 
Edinburgh Ladies. 

final score was 7-3, with the Uni
versity's goals scored by Sarah 
Carter, Beccy Ingall and Sophie 
Austin. 

The second match of the morn
ing was against St Andrews, and it 
was increasingly evident that 
Edinburgh would never make up 
the difference between the oppos
ition's professionalism and sharp
ness. Two exceptionally good 
American boys carried their 
team's morale and every player 
rose to the occasion. 

Seals 
It 

BASKETBALL 

FOR the second time in as 
many matches the Women's 
Basketball Club staged a late 
rally to win in the final two 
minutes. 

Many of each team's finest 
players were south playing in the 
Territorial Reserves where Scot
land beat East and South and only 
lost to the West . The teams there
fore were composed of valuable 
but less inspiring players and this 
particularly showed for the Edin
burgh side. 

The first match against Edin
burgh Ladies was close until half
time. Midfield players Cassie 
Knight , Rowena Bruce and Beccy 
Ingall all played well, and though 
the University were probably the 
better team, they lost ground in 
the second half. The defence 
failed to get together early enough 
and never succeeded in overcom
ing general complacency . . The 

Edinburgh did still have their 
moments. When the ball was 
worked well and the ball moved 
easily from side to side, they were 
able to produce some good 
attempts at scoring, finally com
ing together with a goal from 
Vicky Monnet. • 

The victory over Tartan Mac
beth last Wednesday brought 
their record to 6-7 and sent them 
into the quarter-finals of the Scot
tish Cup. Jennell Robertson spur
red the comeback bid with 10 
points in the final seven minutes. 
Clare Polack hit two clutch jum
pers for the lead, while Alice 
Handerson (12 pts) scored the 
clincher. _Kiki Littlejohn (12 pts) 
kept the team close with 7 first half 
points, ~hile Emma Caffney and 
Karen Bonthrone turned in sparki
ing defensive performances. 

FOOTBALL . 

THE long-awaited 1st XI 
revival failed to materialise at 
Dundee as they crashed to a 4-
1 defeat. · 

A buoyant squad travelled to 
Tayside hoping to avenge a defeat 
at Peffermill earlier in the season 
but despite most of the possession 
the University could not convert 
their dominance into goals. 

Surging forward from the kick 
off, Edinburgh looked to be in C8D· 

trot as Andy Woods and Phil 
Findlay formed a strong midfield 
partnership making space for the 
forwards to run at the Dundee 
defence. 

The team still need a proper 
competent goalkeeper, so if any
one is interested it is not subject to 
any sexual discrimination. Sec
ondly, for this team to be able to 
produce its best it must learn to 
shake off any complacency and 
become more gutsy, more deter
mined and play with more finesse. 

Lucy Darwin 

through Oily Masting·. The nippy 
striker poked the ball home from a 
Douglas Peters through ball to 
bring Edinburgh right back into 
the game. 

The second halffollowed a simi
lar pattern as the Uni strike force, 
sorely missing the injured Cham
bers, missed more.~hances. 

Dundee Uni 4 
EUAFC 1 

At the other end, a sleepy 
defence let Dundee in for two more 
goals to end a dismal afternoon for 
the talented but unproductive 1st 
team. 

The 2nd XI and Colts teams con-
It was Edinburgh though who 

broke first when the Dundee 
winger crossed deep for an arriv- tinued their. title challe~ges with 
ing midfielder to nod home. Lethaman.d Sim~son sc~rmg for t~e 

Undeterred, Edinburgh con- Seconds m .their 2-~ vict~ry while 
tinued to play good football but• on the neigh~ou~mg pit.ch, t~e 
were constantly let down by their Colts team mamtamed their 100 Yo 
finishing as a hatfull of chances record with Stephen Forbes scor
went begging. ing the best of five goals as the Uni-

Dundee extended their lead to 2_ versity swept aside the Taysiders. 
0 before Edinburgh replied 

Tom Hartley 

Determination in defeat last Saturday. Photo: Hugh Pinney 

LAST Saturday saw Edinburgh University Motor Club mem
bers make a good start to the 1989 Forth Valley Road Rally 
Championships. 

The Carberry Rally (East Fife Motor Club) ended in class wins for 
Mike Horsburgh/Pete Trace (non-expert) in a Mini Clubman and for 
Paddy McKay/Niall Foulis in a Fiesta 950. 

Dr Wesley Shrum, coaching on 
leave from Louisiana State Uni
versity, predicted: "We're going 
to surprise some people from now 
on. We've had some trouble with 
the physical play of some of the 
Lothian teams. It's not a finesse 
league." Reserves Susan Wright 
and newcomers Francine 
Lacabane and Marie-Pacale 
David will improve the team's 
performance in the second half of 
the season. 

Defending champions Doug Cochrane and EUMC Captain Ian 
Barclay were third non-experts in a Fiesta 1300. 

Flyin-g Squad 
HOT AIR BALLOONING 
CLUB 

THE EU Hot Air Balloon 
Clb were back in action this 

· weekend after a brief respite 
caused by transport gremlins 
and unsafe weather condi- 
tions. 

Once again the villagers of pic
turesque West Linton gathered to 
watch one of the largest balloons 
in Britain inflate on their local 
football pitch. Inflating a balloon of 
this size with an inexperienced 
team can be quite a spectator .. • 

sport, but due to careful supervi- . happily departed. A speedy 
sion passed without incident. • retrieval meanwhile meant the 

In what was described by one crew could make a quick getaway 
passenger as a "glorious flight" to · the Lead burn Inn where they 
the balloon flew above cloud level decided to "lie-low'' for the rest of 
giving a rather unique perspective the afternoon . 
of the Lothian Region. After On Friday the club wi'll be leav
nearly one hour's flyuing time , ing Edinburgh for a weekend of 
club pilot for 13 years Hugh Sow-. flying activity in the Borders. 
age, landed everyone safely near Limited places are still available · 
Penicuik. 

0 

for the Trossachs Meet. For 
Included among the awaiting details of this and of our regular 

reception committee were mem- flying excursions ring'Caroline on 
bers of the local constabulary, 668 2815 or pop in for a pint at the 
investigating a complaint that the Green mantle Pub (Clerk St) 8.30-
balloon was about to land in a resi- 9.30 any Friday evening. 

·dent's back garden! Content that 
this was not the case the police Alison Dunn 
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Lessons from Oxbridge 
'RUGBY 

THIS YEAR'S tour to 
Oxbridge appears on paper 
to have been the most unsuc
cessful in history, but despite 
losing heavily, the Univer
sity, weakened by injury and 
the pressure of oncoming 
finals played with great 
tenacity and commitment 
before succumbing to the 
undoubted pedigree of their 
illustrious opponents. 

With seven first team players 
missing , including five backs, the 
team were unable to produce the 
cohesion needed to breech the 
Oxbridge defences, and courage
ous tackling did not prove enough 
to stave off relentless assaults on 
the University line. 

For both Oxford and Cam-
. bridge this was the first match 

since the Varsity game at Twic
kenham and therefore was, in 
time honoured tradition, the final 

· get-together of their full Blue 
sides and followed by the election 
of their next year's captain. In 
such conditions the performance 
of a weakene~ team was by no 
standard a disgrace, and many 

Edinburgh University's scrum-half Neil Burnett gets the baU away for 
the Scottish students in last Friday's defeat against their Welsh counter- · 
parts. 

players were able to raise their adversity that the University 
game in the face of international proved their spirit. The back row 
players such as Brian Smith , Troy' trio of Dave Stevens, Jerry Craig 
Coker and Ian Williams, thus and Rob Hoole were always in the 

tight agains.t such opposition, not 
to mention taking a not inconsid
erable amount of line out ball 
against much taller opposition. 

greatly enhancing their own repu- __ ;_--~-------------------

tatFion.th d th u. .t Oxford University 38 EURFC 3 or e recor , e mversi y 
,. paints came in the torm ~ a.· Cambridge University 36 EURFC 4 

Johnny Russell penalty against --------- ......... --------------
Oxford and a try by right wing thick of the action, tackling any- Behind them, scrum half Neil 
Mike Cousins against Cflmbridge thing that moved and getting in Burnett continued his recent run 
after good work by , the pack amongst the opposition . Indeed , of fine form, tidying up messy ball 
created an overlap situation. the pack in general deserve much and sending out accurate passes to 
It was in commitment against credit for holding their own in the his stand off wbilst often uRder 

STUDENT ACCOMMODATION 

VACANT ROOMS/FLATS 
IN NEW UNIVERSITY BLOCK AT SCIENNES 

From the end of January the University will have a number of places 
(individual single rooms and also complete flats) available in a new block of 
flats at Sciennes. 

These places are available, on leases running in the first instance to the end of 
June 1989, to students of Edinburgh University and other universities and 
colleges. 

In addition, some places will also be available for members of the University 
staff, research workers and other non-matriculated individuals. 

The majority of flats are for four or five persons. All rooms are single. The rent 
will be £92.50 per person per calendar month, plus a share in the electricity 
bill. 

Anyone interested in these vacancies should contact 

STUDENT ACCOMMODATION SERVICE 
30 Buccleuch Place 

without delay. 
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great pressure. It is fair to say that 
the Uqjversity backs were given 
the runaround by their interna
tional class opponents but they 
tackled gamely and never let their 
heads drop. 

Not a successful tour results 
wise then, but a worthwhile trip 
nonetheless with many valuable 
lessons to be learnt. Many con
gratulations and thanks to James 
Thongs for such a well organised 
trip. 

Neil Thaden 

THE depleted Edinburgh 
University Freshers XV have 
yet to regain the form which 
swept aside most opposition 
last term, struggling to a nar
row win over an average 

·Edinburgh Wanderers 3rd 
XV. 

EU Freshers 19 
Edin W'derers 

3rd XV 15 
Whyte gave Johnny Russell the 
position to knock over his brace of 
penalties for an early lead. How
ever the pack could not seem to · 
repeat their set-piece success in 
the loose, with the only forwards 
to contribute being flankers Gray 
and MacGregor. This allowed 
Wanderers two tries either side of 
half-time, putting the Freshers 8-6 
down. 

Good runs from Pearson and 
Whyte gave Russell the position 
to slot over another penalty , but 
this brief lead was erased by a pen
alty and then a try from Wander
ers, leaving us trailing 15-9 with 
fifteen minutes to play. 

Desperation then caused the 
Backs to put better use to their 
possession, and well-rucked ball 
allowed Carson and Tulloch to 
combine, the latter scoring the 
try. 

Russell 's conversion levelled 
the scores. Then in the final five 
minutes an excellent break by car
son was followed up by Whyte and 
Tulloch , who sprinted away from 
the cover to score his second try. 

Roddy Dunlop 

No signs 
of revival 

SHINTY 

AFTER a long three "liour 
trek up to Oban, the Edin
burgh team were certainly 
not feeling their best, let 
alone in any sort of fit state to 
play a hard game of Shinty 
against one of the youngest 
and most skilful teams in the 
league. 

Nevertheless, · the Edinburgh, 
team started off well with a long 
period of consistent pressure 
being placed ·on the Oban goal. 
Cameron•Bell, playing his first 
match at full forward, had a 
number of good opportunities to 
score, however, luck was not on 
his side. It was in this period that 
Edinburgh were at their best. A 

neatly and fired the ball into the 
goal. Almost immediately , the 
Oban team were back into the 
Edinburgh half and before the 
University team knew what was 
happening they were two goals 
down. 

Oban Celtic 7 
Edin Uni 0 

Uncharacteristically heads 
dropped and the spirit of the Uni
versity team-was lost. By half-time 
the score was 3-0 in favour of 
Oban. 

The Oban team came back in 
the second half full of confidC;!nce 
and the score just kept on increas
ing until it was 7-0 by the end of 
the match. 

well rehearsed c~rner move There is no hiding the fact th~t 
ne~rly came off. ~ell Mc~nnan the University side will have to 
took the corner wh1ch was flicked mend their attitude to the game. 
back out of the goal area by They have the skill to do a great 
Ca~eron Bell to lay ~:m a shot for , deal better than they did hrst Satur
Davie Cameron who put the ball day. However, confidence is 
narrowly over th~ top. drained. A big effort from now 

Soon Edinburgh were only hav- until the end of.th~ ~e~s~m shoul~ 
ing to think about getting the ball see them stay m D1v1s.Ion 3 th1s 
out of their own half never mind season. However, nothmg should 
near the Obal goal.' Wave after be taken away from Ob~n Celtic, 
wave of Oban attacks were beaten who put on a great display of 
away before the Edinburgh full- Shi,nty. 
back lost his man who turned F. T. Sherwood 
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DENTIN Cooper , Edinburgh 
University graduate and producer of 
Radio Scotland's Bite the Wax, says 
of this new 90-minute programme: 

"We K:now no boundaries." But then he's biased. 
To attach such a description to a station such as 
Radio Scotland appears at first to be laughable, 
if not downright absurd. Radio Scotland has 
now had ten years of "playing it safe", drawing 
an audience arguably less anti-establishment 
than the station itself. 

However, Head of Radio Scotland Neil Fraser has 
made changes, "some of which people were horrified 
by" claims Cooper, which look set to give the station a 
rather different direction. Bite the Wax is just one ofthe 
new programmes started up in the past few months 
designed to attract new audiences to the station. The 
programme is designed to give an overview of events, 
arts, entertainments and music throughout Scotland, 
and begins with a 20-minute Nightlife section presented 
by Eddie Mair, formerly of Dundee's Radio Tay. 

"The idea was to do a programme that told you what 
was ~oing on across Scotland and to not respect any 
barners," says Cooper, "to make it comprehensive but 
to not end up with that dreaded thing of a listings 
programme. Obviously there's a lot of information to 
impart but we break it up, we smash it up by having lots 
of discs in there, little snippets of music, little extracts of 
plays, short interviews." 

Those interviewed already include Michelle Shocked 
and Tanita Tikaram, and Steven Spielberg on his film 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit. The rest of Bite the Wax is 
made up of video reviews, comedy and 15 minutes of 
features. Music appears to play a large part in Nightlife; 
the re.cord extracts will b~ "folk and rock and anything, 
not wildly obscure, we're not really into obscurity". 

"We should vary form U2 to African music, to the last 
release from Prefab Sprout, to this sulphuric beat. 
.. _._There are no limitations," he says, appearing 

confident that avoiding "obscurity" still appeals' to 
wide range of· musical tastes. · · ' ; .. ' t 

Proving that 
Radio Scotland 
is no longer all 

tartan and tam
mles, a new 

programme has 
graced the air

waves in the 
shape of Bite 

the Wax. Gillian 
Drummond 

spoke to its pro
ducer and 

learned about 
the wind of 

change sweeping 
through the 

station. 

In an effort to attract a wider 
and, more importantly, younger 
audience to Radio Scotland, Neil 
Fraser is putting the emphasis on T~e presenters, from left: Clare En_glish, Eddii M air, 
evening radio such as Bite the Swbhan Synnot, Armando lanusst. 

Wax. But Cooper is quick to point out that he does not 
consider his programme to come into the category of 
"youth programme". 

"You don't say youth programmes, I mean youth 
• programmes is a non-word. Anyone who calls us a youth 

programme will have their student newspaper burned 
alive." 

Yet "youth programme" is just howThe List's Nigel 
Billen chose to describe the programme when it first 
started. 

"Yes, well, it's unfortunate, isn' t it? I mean, come on, 
· youth.programmes, it's all very much Blue Peter and 
sticky-back plastic." 

So what age group is his programme aimed towards? 
"I'd expect most ofthe audience to be between 16 and 

30. But the idea is to have broad appeal and that really 
isn't an age-related thing." 

And of the whole new Radio Scotland package, 
Cooper is not convinced that Bite the Wax is part of the 
attempt to "revamp its image". 

"I don't think it's trying to revamp its image, I think 
it's realising that there are people out there who aren't 
being catered for. This is actually trying to say 'Let's go 
out and try and so something that nobody else is doing'. 
The image will be revamped by it but it's not being done 
to revamp the image." 

With Radio Clyde and Radio Forth gaining more and 
more in content and in prestige, does he see himself in . 
direct competition with the independent stations? 

"No. In my ideal world, if Radio Clyde were doing 
something that was a good feature I would like to be 
able to trail it on the programme. That should be part of 
your overall entertainment guide. There is a sort of 
established protocol in radio that one doesn't do that, 
you do not go out mentioning opposition programmes 
on1the air.': 

R
ADIO Scotland is in the enviable position of 
having the means to provide the 
comprehensive Scottish entertainments 
guide that the first part of Bite the Wax does; 

Scotland is small enough to be covered in one 
programme, yet with enough going on in the way of arts 
and entertainments to make interesting listening. 

As Cooper explains: "If Clyde do it, for instance, 
there's just not enough going on in Glasgow alone. 
Glasgow's the only one that could possibly manage it, 
Edinburgh couldn't simply because Glasgow is now 
more active than Edinburgh is. Radio One couldn't do 
it, because there's too much. You can't say 'Here's what 
to do wherever you are in Britain'. We are exactly the 
right size." 

And it is for this reason that Cooper sees his 
programme surviving. No audience research was carried 
out before Bite the Wax came on the air last November, 
but Cooper is happy for the programme to make any 
necessary changes as it goes along, and in line with -
audience reaction. 

"The audience, I hope, will write in. I don't want the 
audience who want Des O'Connor writing in, but people 
who 'sort of want something like this kind of programme 
but aren't quite happy' will, I hope, write and tell me 
what they're missing. It's not set in concrete, it'll 
change." 

As Cooper himself says, Bite the Wax is a "a brave 
venture". Apart from the possibility that its focus on 
Scotland may prove too insular and lead eventually to 
blandness, the programme is setting itself the difficult 
taks of trying to steal young listeners away from the likes 
of John Peel of an evening. But the strength of Bite the 
Wax is its willingness to adapt in the face of such bastions 
of tradition as Radio One and, more importantly, the 
chance to show that London isn't the only city worth 
talking about. 



10 Thursday, January 26, 1989 

A N innocuous little entry it was. There 
in the births section of the local news
paper. On the 30th September 1968 
. my parents' name joined the list of all 

the other "happy couples", announcing the birth 
of a healthy baby girl. Mother and daughter both 
doing well. 

. It must have been ari exciting and terrifying 
time for them. I was their first child. They were 
a newly married couple of barely ten months. 
How much faith and hope was vested in me at 
this time can only be understood, I am sure, by 
other parents. To be confronted by a living 
embodiment of your union and your future must 
c~ange people entirely. From being a young, 
smgle woman, my mother became a wife and 
soon afterwards a mother. Undoubtedly the 
freedom which she had lost must have called out 
to her when she looked at me in the first year of 
my life and forced her to sublimate much of the 
person she had hoped to be into my future . 

I started to grow up; and they have the stories to prove 
it. Me, emerging one afternoon at the age of 18 months 
wit~ my father's cigarette hanging out of my mouth. My 
rolhng off the bed one afternoon head first into the 
w~ste-paper basket. My being lost one day at their 
fnend's house only to be found sitting contentedly 
between the front paws of their guard dog. All the 
stories which they bring out to embarrass you in front of 
friends; which have to be strung out time and time again 
at Christmas. The stories which make a family a family; 
which make a married couple a married couple; a 
daughter very much a daughter. . · 

My brother was born when I was four. My sister was 
born when I was six . We three became a self-sufficient 
unit. They had the most wonderful accident when I was 
13 and produced another sister so that I, in my own way, 
became a surrogate mother and parent. 

We all battled along the trouble-laden, apparently 
never-ending path that is childhood and my-parents did 
their best to cope with everything we threw at them . 
Three years ago, when I was 17, I threw what appears to 
have been the ultimate at them . From the age of 161 had 
realised with all the pain and anguish that it entails that 
I was a lesbian. Eventually when I met the woman who 
~as t<? become my first lover I knew I had to explain the 

.Tsttuatton to Hm::~ri:nnt:.easy way to tell parents that you · 

are gay. It isn 't something one casually · 
mentions across the family dinner table. 

The desire to unburden the guilt and panic to 
parents too often coincides with a point at which the 

FEATURES 

individual is desperately trying to come to terms with it 
themselves. A son or daughter often discovers a conflict 
between needing the support and approval of their 
parents and yet, since the issue involves sexuality, 
wanting to assert their new-found independence as 
sexual beings. 

Unfortunately, the parents who cope well with the 
news are in the minority. It is not uncommon for gay 
people to be faced with abuse and told to "get out" 
because they are "sick" . We all seem to accept it as the 
big taboo - "So you' re out. . .. What about your 
parents?" 

To be denied that basic acceptance by the two people 
who had such a formative influence upon your childhood . 
is a devastating thing. Emotional blackmail and 
continual upset reflect badly on the other members of 
the family and the whole scene becomes a morass of half
stated inferences of betrayal and disappointment. For a 
gay person who has already encountered the problems 
of self-acceptance, accusations and tears and anger are 
impossible to deflect. A lifestyle which is as valid as 
heterosexuality all too often becomes a guilty burden 
hung around a child's neck. "How could you do this after· 
all we've done for you? What did we do to deserve this?" 

T HE situation is a difficult one for someone 
who is still financially dependent upon their 
parents. Students make up a large propor-

tion of this category. A grant application form 
can become a dangerous weapon in the hands of parents 
who are driven by hurt, despair and disbelief that they 
will go to any lengths to not allow this to happen. For 
whatever reprehensible reason, some parents find 
justification in this instance to force their children into 
making a choice. A "choice" which in any case isn't a 
choice and which is tantamount to blackmail. It is a real 
and very terrifying situation. To be faced with the 
ultimatum " It's this or your university place" can break 
a student's world apart. A friend of mine re'<ently gave_ 
up the battle to try and finance himself through his 
course at Telford College. His father had persistently 
refused to complete his application for his bursary 
because he learned his son was gay. The last time I spoke 
to him he had been put on a YTS scheme. From Telford 
to YTS in one move and all because of a father's 
prejudice. 

The instances of this happening are not isolated. Once 
this stance has been made the student is completely 
unable to do anything about it. To use Scotland as an 
example; the Scottish Education Department cannot 
and will not assess an applicant independently of their 
parents unless they are over 25 years of age or have 
supported themselves for three years previously. There 
are no exceptions made. Any case of independent 
assessment outwith these criteria would be 
unprecedented. There is no legal way of forcing parents· 
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CHILD OF MJN £. -~ 
Most of us face conflict with our 
parents at one stage or another, 
· and nascent sexuality can be an 

awkward concept for them to 
come to terms with. Joanne 

Winning looks at the particular 
pain involved when a lesbian or 
gay man "comes out" to their 

to complete a grant form or for that matter to produce 
their parental contribution. The student who faces this 
problem must turn to scholarships, bursaries and trust 
funds, all of which are ludicrously over-subscribed. It is 
extremely difficult to see exactly what parents hope to 
achieve with this immoral behaviour. Sexual orientation 
cannot be changed by either hardship or emotional 
blackmail. 

This situation , on a practical level , is bad enough for 
the student but to be strong in the face of such emotional 
adversity is very ·hard. One cannot apply for 
scholarships, buraries and trust funds without making a 
break, through bitterness, with your parents. Thereby 
losing brothers, sisters and other relatives into the 
bargain. 

For a happy, well-adjusted lesbian or gay man who 
has experienced these difficulties as an undergraduate or 
who went through similar situations upon coming out to 
their parents it seems strange in retrospect that 

·something which is so natural and so fulfilling should 
cause such violent and terrified reactions . Nothing is as 
well designed to perpetuate this trauma as the nuclear 
family unit . Homosexuality is a subversion of the 
~eterosexual role model upon which parents build their 

E 'XACTL Y what the reasons are for the stock 
parental reaction and why the parent-child 
relationship seems so profoundly unable to 
cope with this revelation is a difficult matter to 

analyse. Each individual case is bound to be different 
from the next; and the structure of the family , its history 
and .its complexities are influential to an unmeasurable 
degree. However, there do seem to be certain problems 
which all parents have to contend with in the process of 
accepting a child's homosexuality. 

Fundamentally it is their own heterosexuality which 
creates such a barrier between them and their son or 
daughter. Throughout my childhood there was never a 
reason for my parents to expect that I wouldn't go to 
school ; wouldn't find a job; wouldn't find a man and 
marry him; wouldn't have children. This , after all , had 
been the pattern of their lives and their parents' Jives. 
Heterosexuality is a traditi.on . From the moment I 

-J!lient declared myself ~ 
continued hetero 
something about 
which I myself ha 

That gay childn 
own (which in 
presumption th, 
parenting) seem. 
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the moment I 

71rent declared myself a lesbian I shattered those illusions of 
continued heterosexual patterning and replaced it with 
something about which they knew nothing and about 
which I myself had much to learn. · 

That gay children will not in turn have children of their 
own (which incorporates the usual heterosexist 
presumption that gay people aren't capable of 
parenting) seems to obsess many parents. In One 
Teenager in Ten: Writing by Gay and Lesbian Youth, 
one Canadian teenager says: 

"With my Mom, I know it was hard for her to accept. 
She went through what I call her 'grandmother' stage. 
Every time we passed babies' things or baby products 
she's say something about grandchildren and look at me 
meaningfully." 

In our society, with its emphasis upon the extended 
family and propagation of accepted family values, the 
basic human urge towards procreation is kept extremely 
strong and healthy. In many ways an abundance of 
grandchildren to an ageing couples restakes their claim 
to youth and confirms their success in terms of the 
heterosexual role model. A gay child will not be carrying· 
on the family name or going on to build a "family" of 
their own or, indeed, doing anything with which their 

nts can in the least identify. 
DENTIFICA TION is a crucial factor. Losing a 
child to adulthood is a painful .experience for any 
parent -but to lose them to a world which evokes 

such derision, prejudice and hatred must be 
unnerving and alarming. My mother explained with 
panic in her eyes that "they (she meant lesbians) are 
insanely jealous". This highlights two points. Firstly, it 
never occurs to heterosexual society that the pressures it 
places upon gay members of its community force a 
number of them to experience that intense jealousy and 
the need to be promiscuous. My mother never made the 
connection. Secondly, she was labouring under a self
constructed division between "them" and "us". I was not 
one of "them" because I was her daughter. 

Unless a couple have openly gay friends or 
acquaintances it is likely that they will have absorbed the 
usual insidious stereotyping with which heterosexual 
society brands gay people. To be told by a child whom 
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they have raised from birth, watched develop and whose 
physiognomy is as familiar to them as their own that the 
child is holl!osexual profoundly confuses them. They are 
challenged not to think in stereotypes but for the first 
time to confront homosexuality on a human and 
intensely personal level. The daughter who stood before 
my mother and stated "I am a lesbian" did not have her 
head shaved, her arms tattooed and sport bright yellow 
dungarees. She was a not a beer-swilling lout, she was 
still her daughter. I challenged her to accept me as a 
woman who loved other women. 

There is an inherent problem within this dilemma 
which affects many parents. Many of my straight friends 
ask me which of my parents was most affected by my 
lesbianism. It is not simply a paradigm of the same-sex 
parent being mortally offended by this aberration of a 
son or daughter. Both father and mother are forced to 
confront their sexuality regardless of the gender of their 
homosexual child. Both the father of a gay man and the 
father of a lesbian have their masculinity questioned and 
threatened. Similarly a mother's femininity is 
threatened. Ultimately this conflict exposes the dreadful 
fragility of gender stereotyping. Both gay men and 
lesbians are made to reassess their gender roles and their 
sexual psychology if they are to feel balanced in same
sex relationships. The time-honoured rituals and 
standards of heterosexual role-playing have to be 
shaken off, to a lesser degree, by parents of gay children 
in the same way that the gay children themselves must. 

For many parents homosexuality is felt to be a 
rejection of their own sexuality and their own moral 
values. The homosexual world, with its different moral 
values, will seem obscure to a heterosexual parent. The 
parents of a lesbian need no longer worry that she is in 
danger of becoming pregnant when she is out two hours 
past the allotted time. But what exactly are gay values 
towards sex if pregnancy isn'tan issue? What becomes of 
chastity and monogamy if sexually transmitted diseases 
are less of a problem and jealousy is the order of the day? 

Confronting their own sexuality within the framework 
of a marriage inevitably leads to a subsequent 
confrontation of issues of sexuality within the marriage 
itself. The problem of a gay child will tear a couple apart 
before it brings them closer together. 

T HESE are the private faces of the family and its 
dilemma with homosexuality. In the larger 
social context there are just as many problems. 
Using the extended family as a support system 

works; but only if it is kept within the realms of its own 
experience. A gay child, who often has cousins of the 
same age, becomes an embarrassment within this 
system. Aunts and uncles can supply that much-needed 
word of reassurance but if their prejudice outstrips their 
sense of family loyalty their bigotry will only confirm a 
parent's sense of loss and humiliation. 

A gay child often finds the most unbelievable well of 
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guilt within their parents. Upon he.aring the news many 
throw up their hands and cry "Where did we go wrong?" 
What did we do to you?", as if homosexuality could be 
directly linked to a single childhood incident for which 
they were completely responsible. I have a female 
cousin, six months older than myself, who seems to have 
made a career of parading her heterosexuality and 
meanwhile I have sat quietly by, falling in and out of 
love, saying nothing; my parents saying nothing, but 
everyone looking on and wondering "What's wrong with 
Joanne?'". My father, in the midst of an argument, once 
asked what he had done differently to h1s brother that he 
should produce such a perfect specimen of 
heterosexuality, and my father produce such an 
abomination. · 

It is unfortunate that there cannot be a dialogue 
between a gay child and his or her parents because there 
is an art to the countering of prejudice which very few 
parents learn. A son or daughter who wages war on a 
daily basis with bigotry and discrimination has much to 
teach scared parents. It was for this reason that the help
line Parents' Enquiry was set up by Rose Robertson in 
London several years ago. There has for too long been a 
silence surrounding those who suffer terribly because of 
their homosexual children, though no fault lies on either 
side. In many instances people benefit greatly from 
finding an outlet through which to express their anger, 
hurt and shame. an outlet which will hopefully bring 
them to a deeper understanding and acceptance of their 
child. Ultimately they must learn to reach out past those 
barriers of age, prejudice and fear and embrace the child 
who desperately hungers, on the other side of that 
divide, to be welcomed back into the heart of the family 
and loved again. 

T HIS final quofltion, taken from an article 
written by the mother of a lesbian after her 
experience on the 1983 San Francisco Lesbian 
and Gay Freedom Day Parade should lift the 

hearts of those gay people whose parents haven't yet 
made that "leap": 

"For us it wasn't a leap, but a gradual process of 
understanding, appreciation and acceptance. And now 
we've stopped looking for explanations, realising at last 
that what caused Margaret to be homosexual is 
unknown and probably unknowable. It is as irrelevant as 
what caused Paul to be left-handed, Catherine to have 
"freckles, or, ·for that matter, her parents to be 
heterosexual. ... There is a long way to go until the 
parents .of homosexual children .are free to love them 
completely without fear or shame. There is a long way to 
go before lesbians and gay men no longer thin~ it's a BIG 
DEAL when ten parents march the length of Market 
Street the way we did in the Freedom Day Parade." 
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TONI FOLLINA: 
PROJECTS& 
ARCHITECTURE 1965-87 
Talbot Rice Art Gallery 

Until 11 February 

THERE can be few 
architects around as pre
judice-reinfon;ing for both 
layman and royalty as Toni 
Follina, an Italian whose 
work has never been seen 
before now in Britain. The 
exhibition takes a roughly 
chronological view of his 
work, which concentrates 
mainly on his home town of 
Treviso, with occasional 

• P. • 
GERRY SADOWITZ 

Gilded Balloon Theatre 

20-21 January 

GERRY "Gobshite" 
Sadowitz, as his nickname 
suggests, has had a bad case 
of verbal 'diahorrea'. To call 
this man offensive is an 
understatement. At the rate 
of one hundred swpm 
(sweary words per minute), 
he makes an obscene assault 
on the ears. 

His sources for attack include 
everyone from Michael Ryan to 
Morrissey although old age pen
sioners in general seem to give 
endless inspiration. Unless you're 
a twelve year old schoolgirl 
there's not much hope for you. 

All this aside, he is hilarious. 
Introduced as "Paul Daniels" he 
performs a magic show of the 
"dead chicken from the trousers" 
rather than "the white rabbit from 
the hat" variety. This of course 
involves some audience participa
tion and I was glad to see him 
being offensive to both male and 
female punters alike. There's no 
discrimination here. In response, 
even the sight of his "gesturing" 
with a blow-up doll incited only 
laughter. I got the feeling that he 
could make you laugh at anything. 

Yet amongst all this he had a 
serious comment to make about 
the Scottish comedy scene. A lack 
of interest forces people like him
self (in the same way as.Billy Con
nolly) to naff off to London. 

Julie Taylor 

jaunts to various major cities "Social concern" becomes soctar 
around the world . engineering as one arrives at late 

His work starts pleasantly . seventies visions (never actually 
enough, with a few post-modern fulfilled) of self-contained cities 
homes for wealthy clients in the for both fellow architects (!) and 
late sixties, but goes steadily dow- the- · business · community of 
nhill thereafter. Taking on vari- Caracas. 
ous municipal projects in the Rolling on into the eighties, 
seventies, such as his revolutio- Follina seems to have converted 

from aestheticism and social connary designs for "cantilever roof-
ing for the toll booths on the cern to pure mammon-worship. 
Serenissima motorway", Follina's What else can explain his almost 
work degenerates into a rich hilarious design for a sports 
man's version of inner-city con- stadium-cum-conference centre 
crete 'n '. glass high-rise. Photo- in Treviso which looks like a cross 
graphs of a bleak-looking "experi- between a circus big-top and a 
mental" secondary school and a giant .digital alarm clock, or 
sports club that looks at first sight indeed his extensive redevelop-
not unlike a NATO military base, ment work carried out for those 
cannot hide how grimy and dated socially concerned occupants of 
the facias have already become. the South Aftican Embassy in 

Rome? Nick Funnell 

FIVE OUT OF SIX 

Bedlam Lunchtime 

18 January 

THE BEDLAM certainly 
started this term's series of 
weekly lunchtime perfor
mances with a bang with 
Chris Hoban's show of songs 
and sketches, "Five out of 
Six". 

SCOTTISH CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA 
Queen's Hall 

21 January 

UNDER the visiting baton of 
Edward Downes, the SCO 
was solely represented by its 
wind, percussion and con
tinuo sections (in the form of 
a double bass and cello). 

They began the concert with a 
These brilliantly constructed Dvorak Wind Serenade. This dis

sketches focused on individuals in played crisp and precise playing 
situations which were frequently alongside a very high standard of 
topical, sometimes sad, but an ensemble of the kind we have 
element of humour always crept come to expect from this 
into each scenario simply because orchestr~ , u:>cd to the intimacy of 
they focused on the funnier side of the Chamber Orchestra reper
people's idiosyncrasies and their to ire. The tempo enabled control
subsequent difficulties in life. led playing and a sense of excite-

This is illustrated in · the scene ment pervaded the last move
" After" in which John Fairfoul ment ," especially when the reprise 
plays the suicidal Literature pro- of the first movement "March" 
fessor who settles down to wait for occurred, although the conduc~ 
his imminent death and con- tor, Edward Downes, set a fairly · 
templates the course of his life; in moderate tempo for an allegro 
this, Chris Hoban's use of black "Ttoderato. 
humour was masterful. Kurt Weill's conceito for violin 

Other scenes were wittily and wind instruments of 1925 
devised for maximum comedy again showed off the wind players' · 
effect such as "Inside" featuring musicaiity alongside the virtuosity 
David Hunter, ''The Bard" played of the Austrian soloist , Kovacic . 
by Hamish Clark and "The - • 
Chauvinist", by Cri spin Gair. The evemng concluded with 
Sophie Needham's sarcastic and Bruckner's Mass in E minor of 
invariably bitter attack on her 1866. With its contrapuntal corn
partner's alcoholism in "The plexities, the Mass looks back to 
Wino" was especially commenda- · the sacred works of Palestrina. 
ble. Bruckner originally conceived it 

with the idea of an outside perfor-
Interspersed between these mance (hence the wind band 

scenes wer~ songs performed b_y . accompaniment) which occured 
The. Nattef]acks._ Althou_gh thetr outside Linz Cathedral. The Scot
m~stcal style vaned~ thetr enter- . tish Philharmonic Singers brought 
tamme~t value remam~d at a con- this stupendous work off 
st~nt htgh . In ~act, thts could be enthusiastically, admirably handl
satd fo~ the entt~e show ~or never · ing its difficulties and achieving a 
o~ce ~td the scnpt, mustc or cast _good sense of clarity. A most 
fatl to tmpress. - enjoyable evening. 

Sarah Saunderson Benedict Warren 

BICYCLE 
~be marp l\osr 

jjistro 

> ) > > •• B U N A C '' <. ~ < < 

- THE student · s password to enter 

NORTH AHERICA on a working holiday. 

HURRY! ... Plans liu.s..T. be made NOW for 

SALE 
5 SPEEDS FROM £70 

10 SPEEDS FROM £80 

Meet your fellow students in our city 
centre lounge bar and restaurant. 

Open till 2.30am. 

112 Hanover 
Str~et 

Edinburgh 

031-220 1188 

SUMMER 1989. 

Come to the BUNAC office in the 
Pleasance #be tween lpm and 2pm on a 

Monday, Wednesday, or Friday. 
or King · s Buildings Union between 
lpm and 2pm on Tuesday or Thursday. 

N.B ........ Orientations are on 
31st January - and 7th March 

at 7pm 
George ' Square Theatre. 

MOUNTAIN BIKES 
15 SPEED FROM £125 

NB: EMMELLE CORTlNA EXAGE £215 

MUDDY FOX COURIER £300 

CENTRAL CYCLE HIRE 
13 LOCHRIN PLACE 

TOUCROSS 228 6333 
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GRAVITATIONAL I I I 

RICHARD LA YZELL: 
pRAVITY 
The Collective Gallery 

21 January 

• f 

A TWITCH of an eyebrow 
and the audience was snig-

. gering at the absurdity of it 
all. Richard Layzell, failed 
sculptor turned actor nar
rated the strange cir
cumstances surrounding his 
acting debut, participating in 
one of those ethereal nordic 
films. You know the sort, the 
ones that appear on Channel 
4 just before close down, 
characterised by electronic 
music, minimal speech and 
pervaded by a dist-inct sense 
of hollowness. 

The performance itself was 
similarly weird as the narrative 
delivered by Layzell lurched bet-
ween various levels of reality and The piot was inexplicable , the 
he stepped in and out of roles: the ·humour absurdist, the lonely 

. sculptor, the actor, the film direc- figure of the actor in a bare whit~
~ tor and even a talking sculpture. washed room cum stage, moved 

With a flourish he unveiled his the audience to laughter but also 
piece d'art: a hammer atop of a sympathy : a case of Layzell con
box atop of a TV- no wonder he tra m undo and it was quite clear 
turned to acting. "This is a corn- who the audience was rooting for. 
ment on technology" he pro- Even the circumstances on the 
tested . The audience collapsed night seemed charged against 
into uncontrolled gwarffs . . him: Quite unrehearsed and in 

SNO 
Usher Hall 
20 January 

THE SNO'S performance 
· last Friday at the Usher Hall 
was an impressive demonst
ration of the rapport the 
orchestra has developed with 

s principal conductor, Bry
den Thomson, since his 
appointment last May. 
Admirable ensemble and a 
high level of precision distin
guished the playing through
out. 

In the sombre, spacious open-

ing of Kenneth Leighton 's Sym
phony No. 3, tenor soloist Neil 
Mackie , and orchestra, captured a 
notably controlled and majestic 
mood. Any lyricism stifled in the 
first part of the symphony by the 
Thomas Browne prose text was 
released in the light, airy second 
section, set to Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning's poem "A Musical 
Instrument". Particularly sweet 
and witty here were the brief 
opening exchanges between piz
zicato strings and woodwind 
solos, and the panpipe-like flute 
solo towards the end of the move
ment. 
The soloist in Mozart's sun':y 
Piano Concerto No. 21 in C was 
·waiter Klein. Througho .. ut, the 

Meanwhile out in the sticks ofMusselburgh, 

full flow the door creaked. open a 
few minutes after a particularly 
energetic outburst by Layzell, the 
owner from the restaurant 
downstairs pushed his head 
around the door and queried 
politely: "Is there someone jum~
ing up and down in here?" The 
audience collaps~d again. 

SungKhang 

orchestral accompamment 
matched the precision and inti
macy of the piano solo. 

\ 

ln the Andante· the quiet, con
trolled energy of Willter--klein 
performance never allowed the 
pace to become stodgy. Similar 
energetic precision, coupled with 
ebullient humour, was at work in 
the finale. 

Rhythmic exactitude was also 
one of the strengths behind 
Dvorak's Sixth Symphony, par
ticularly in the quirky Scherzo and 

· Trio in which orchestra and con
ductor resisted the tendency to 
rush towards the accelerando in 
the final bars . 

Tessa Williams 

things are going bump in the dark • 
AGATHA CHRISTIE'S 
"THE HOLLOW" 

Every character, from the 
strong~y ()Pinionat~d sculptress to 
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THE PIRATES OF 
PENZANCE 
Savoy Opera Group, 
Churchhill Theatre 
23-28January 

GILBERT and Sullivan were 
masters of lively lyrics and 
music and the Savoy Opera 
Group captured this vivacity, 
if n9t all of the precise dic
tion, in their performance of 
this well-known operetta. 

The story rattled along in true 
Gilbert and Sullivan fashion with 
lots of young maidens , pirates 
and, of course, a young hero , Fre
derick, who is obsessed by duty~ 

Although at first some of the solo 
singing was very quiet, the 
operetta gave great opportunity 
for lively chorus scenes which 
were performed with enthusiasm 
by the cast - Judith Plith as 

Mabel both led the chorus and 
excelled in her solo performances. 

The acting as well as the singing 
was lively, with all of the cast 
lo~ki~g as though they were 
enJoymg themselves . The chorus 
were well choreographed and the 
costumes added both a sense of 
period and colour to-the perfor
mance. 

The one simple set was able to 
accommodate both a single 
couple and then hordes of sailors 
and the Major-General's 
daughters. At times when the 
stage was brimful with the colour
fully clad chorus, and espeically in 
the early '·drunken pirate" scene, 
it was quite reminiscent of a pac
ket Teviot on a Friday night! 

Although the complex and 
compact word-phrases of Gilbert 
can present problems, the cast did 
usually manage to overcome these 
with their immense enthusiasm. 

Fiona Gordon 

Brunton Theatre Company, 

and successful seductress of the 
deceased - nor his very meek, 
rather dull and very much in-the

Musselburgh Suspense and intrigue are 

theshybutcharmingyoungcoun- r.==================================================:, 
try squire is convincingly and con-

____ _:::: _______ · paramount in The Hollow, where 
Until4 February off-hand comments are pregnant 
ALL IS never as it seems in a with meaning and solving the 
classic Agatha Christie set- ~urder m_ystery is about as dif
ting of a potentially jolly fJcult ~s Jgnonng t~e deceased 

k d h t Th 
sprawling on the PersJan carpet. 

wee en ouse-par y. e · 
way-of-the-mistress, wife, Gerda. 
It is the deceitful doctor himself, 
for whose murder everyone seems 
to have a motive. 

sistently portrayed in this gripping 
drama, whose skilful and humor
ous, though conventional, pro
duction sadly did not excite the 
overt appreciation it deserved in 
the audience, despite maintaining 
interest throughout. 

Whodunnit? One little cryptic 
clue- a plank-like person who is 
no stronger than you think .... 

Melanie Hanbury 

guests arrive at the tranquil 
country estate to "get away 
from it all" and are lucky to 
be met by their endearingly 
eccentric hostess clutching ·rr=========================:;· 
mole-traps in the drawing
room. Not much later their 
host offers them target prac
tice in the shooting alley as 
afternoon entertainment. 

NEW TOWN DOUBLE ROOM 

One by one, secret love affairs 
and/or latent grievances come to 
the surface, and our first puzzle is 
to guess the victim. Surprisingly 
enough, it's not the flamboyant 
filmstar Veronica - ex-fiancee. 

FOR RENT 
£90 PER MONTH· PER PERSON 

Tel: 557 2724 I ~ 

S'~tMS'~ 
Malaysian · Singaporean Restaurant 

503 Lawnmarket (Royal Mile) 
Edinburgh EHl 2PE 
Tel: 031-226 2826 

Evening 6-11 
(Fri/Sat 6-12) 
Lunch 12-2 
(except Sunc.'ay) 

Authentic Malaysian-Singaporean cuisine 
Fresh quality food including satay(our 
specialty), Malay curry, rendang.korma. 
sambal seafood, nasi lemak,chicken rice, 
laksa & noodles, sweet & sour and black 
bean d.ishes. 

Business 3-course lunch from £4.50 
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ane's 

THECATERAN 

Potterrow 

YES, I know, The Cateran 
are officially based in Edin
burgh now. Still, I'm 
buggered if I'm going to go 
through this review without 
mentioning Inverness, 
which, where I live, is 
regarded as the cosmopolitan 
centre of the universe, aver
itable shopping mecca for lit
erally dozens of discerning 
north coast diehards. 

PRONG 

The Venue 

YOU MAY think Prong is 
merely a fairly crap name for 
a band, as I did. But don't be 
misled - you see, it's not 
Prong as in one of those 
pointy things at the end of a 
fork; it's onomatopeic. It's 
PRONNG!, as in 
KRANNG! or GNUNNG! 
We're talking apocalyptic 
hair death metal beasts here. 

( 

Mind you, I'm not a total mug 

However, by most standards · 
it's a hole and it certainly has no 
right to pro~uce a mother rodger
ing, botty kicking combo like The 
Cateran. And tonight they were 
simply magnificent. 

They have long absorbed every 
earth shifting, building collapsing 
chord change and heartfelt bawl 
of Zen Arcade and New Day Ris
ing, but far from being hack Hiis
kers, they're now developing their 
very own encyclopedia of rock · 
sound. After all, there's a whole 
twenty odd years of American 
guitar grunge to choose fromn, so 
why be narrow-minded? 

Add a touch of Motorhead and 

when it comes to bone-crushing 
doom-laden riffola . I amassed a 
rather impressive Blach Sabbath 
collection between the ages of 
nine and eleven, which, due to 
fickle fluctuations of fashion soon 
found itself confined to the under
pants drawer. Still, it does occur 
to me that most thrash metal is 
derived from the Sabs' Symptom 
of the Universe (they had trouble 
with titles, did the lads from 
Brum), albeit with a badly indi
gested Ozzy at the helm. 

Within the rather limiting con
fines of doomy riffed metal bash
ing, Prong were highly efficient, 
but nonetheless sounded like any 
other doomy riffed metal bashers 

MUSIC 

• 

Photo: Jeni Baker 

everyone's assured of a swim
mingly good time. They bring an 
agreeably self-mocking air to their 
head-banging, big willy guitar 
tomfoolery and wah-wah solos, as 
indeed they have to, when they 
feature a huge lead guitarist with 
such trimphantly appalling taste 
in swish dinner party waistcoats. 
(I forget which one 's Murdo and : 
which one's Cameron , but let's 
face it, the important fact is that 
they actually have guitarists called 
Murdo and Cameron). · 

What more need be said? Never · 
mind Inverness, The Cateran are 
Edinburgh's finest live band. 

Stephen Barnaby 

you'd care to mention (and I've 
heard at least three!) 

For real fun, though , there's 
Godfish; one man from earn of 
Britain's two funniest· bands, 
Napalm Death and Head of 
David, a batch of Swans' records, 
a drum machine with mischiev
ously funky tendencies plus a 
,singer/guitarist who looks like an 
extra from The filame of the Rose 
and sounds like he's being disem
bowelled with a hockey stick. 

"' "Heavier than any tucking 
heavy metal band," observed a 
passing mutha. 

Stephen Barnaby 

REVIEWS . 

iction 
JANE'S ADDICTION 
The Venue 

SUNDAY, bloody Sunday. 
Since time began Sundays 
have been a constant source 
of confusion. Last Sunday 
was no exception. Arriving at 
the Venue, expecting a sub
standard metal-cum-thrash 
band, it was nice to see the 
audience lived up to my 
expectations. Long-haired 
metal "muthas", every one. 

The confusion began when 
Jane's Addiction took to the 
stage. What, then, did they look 
like? Well, although the great 
man himself was obviously at .. 

THE TEX FILLET FIVE 

Negociants 

ON THE merit of the stand
up bass alone the Texas Fillet 
Five are a band worth wor
shipping. Nothing is more 
delightful to the eye and ear 
than a rockbilly man who 
knows how to pick a bass. · 
Add to this vision of splen
dour , a singer with both a 
fantastic voice and a sense of 
humour and top it off with a 
talented back-up band as 
tight as a metalhead's jeans 
and you've got the delectable 
Tex Fillet Five. 

With gusto galore, the Texas 
Fillet Five brought the Nashville 
sound and Scottish wit to 

home fluffing up his tickling stick, 
the band turned out to be Ken 
Dodd's Diddy Men. For the first 
few songs they were brilliant. The 
sound was epic, as big as their 
Marshall amps and far too big for 
the Venue. Like Bon Jovi without 
any element of pop. Unfortu
nately, the brilliance was lost far 
too quickly. My thoughts wan
dered to the singer's dreadlocks, 
the lights and the pomposity of 
U2, anything but the music. • 

Too much of the set was lost in 
what sounded like guitars being 
tuned and echoing, almost gospel 
vocals. To cap it all they turned 
into Rod Stewart for the final 
acoustic encore. And not a flam
ing Siamese twin in sight. 

James Haliburton 

Negociants on Tuesday nigha,. ) 
They revamped Heartaches I1J 
The Number by intensifying the 
tried and true traditional sound 
and adding a quirky voice. Just 
Seventeen exemplified their 
unique way of both parodying the 
country genre while simultane
ously giving it new life. King Of 
The Road, oftentimes a staid · 
cover in the hands of less intelli
gent bands, ensured their success 
with the crowd. Their medley of 
Hang On Sloopy and Wild Thing 
provided an excellent showcase 
for the immense ability of the lead 
guitarist. 

You can't be.content just listen
ing to the invigorating Tex Fillet 
Five. You feel the urge to jump up 
and start jamming with them, or 
stomping your feet or doing the 
Texas Two Step or something. . ) 

Jeni Baker 

Camp Results 
As their sing!e, Love Units, looks set tll~ap up the charts, Win 

play the Queen sHall on Sunday 29th . And 1f you recall the Music 
Pages h~d three pairs of tickets for the gig up for grabs: Well, the 
lucky wmners are Ian Darkness, Douglas Jackson and Sue Rennie. 
The answer, of course, was, Win supported The Proclaimers on 
their last tour. 

Winners should come and collect their tickets from the student 
office at 1.15 on Friday. 

THE 
MUSIC 
PAGES 
need enthusiastic, 

dedicated, semi-intelligent 
writers to join a friendly, 
enthusiastic, dedicated, 
semi-intelligent bunch. 

Come along to our 
meetings at 1. 15 pm on 

Wednesdays at the 
Students Offices. 

You know it makes sense! 



REVIEW 

Sigoumey Weaver and friend, stars ofMichael Apted's masterful story of 
the life of Dian Fossey ,-Gorillas in the Mist. 

STORMY MONO AY 

lfameo 

. Dir: Mike Figgis 

IT IS REFRESHING to 
come across a British roman
tic thriller which ignores the 
usual thriller stereotypes of 
blue-eyed , idealistic Ameri
cans versus dour and sneaky 
communists . 

Instead Stormy Monday offers 
an interesting concoction of cold , 
sin ister American businessmen , 
Geordies, and a high spirited 
group of vodka slurping Polish 
jazzmen. 

Sean HePn 

The central action of the film· 
develops around the threatening 
and brutal aspect of America's 
fri endship with Britain. The 
Americans, in the shape of high
powered businessman Cosmo 
(played by Tommy Lee Jones) 
and his assistants descend upon 
Newcastle and the razzamatazz of 
the city's America Week to tell 
the natives that "This place needs 
major surgery." 

Cosmo's interest in the area is 
purely financial; he intends to 
profit from a lucrative waterfront 
redevelopment scheme. However 
Finney, played superbly by Sting, 
is the tough, e.1igmatic owner of a 
dockland jazz club who defies the 
American 's ruthless attempts to 
force him to sell up his property 
for redevelopment. 

7 OLD FlSHMARKEtCL(JS'E 
EDINBURGH 

Also drawn into the conflict are 
Kate , an unsuccessful American 
actress , (played sensitively by 
Melanie Griffith: star of Jonathan 
Demme's Something Wild) and 
her lover Brendon (Sean Bean); a 
fresh faced local youth Finney 
takes under his wing. And of 
course wandering in and out of the 
film are the irrepressible Polish 
Krakov jazz ensemble who add 
zest and colour to the film where
ver they pop. up . 

Throughout the film great care 
is taken to capture the authentic 
"feel " of Newcastle . Very quickly 
the city becomes the star of the 
film through Figgis' keen appreci
ation of the bold, beautiful images 
to be found in the "cinematically 
stunning" urban/industrial land
scape of Newcastle. Particularly 
admirable is the film 's ability to 
generate pace and tension using a 
pastiche of simple shots: which 
cleverly intertwine to form an 
extremely watc~able whole. 

My only reservation about the 
film is that the climax somehow 
isn't climactic enough. The per
functory closing scenes could have 

done with more zip, to do justice 
to the fine tension that infuses the 
film from the beginning. 

However, despite this, :ltormy 
Monday is a credit to the continu
ing originality and determination 
of British filmmakers; its studied, 
fluent presentation and immacu
late acting set the film apart from 
the standard 90 minute thriller. A 
film well worth seeing. 

John Fairholm 

~~ 
& 

'~STt\lJAANT 

TEL: 031-125 5428 

FILM 

GORILLAS IN THE MIST 

Cannon 

. Dir: Michael Apted 

A FILM WITH nasty, 
greedy, uncaring humans 
bashing nice, furry, defence
less gorillas would elicit sym
pathy and concern from any 
audience, and would, for that 
reason alone, be a worth
while production. 

It would also be a simplifica
tion, and it is the refusal of this 
film to simplify that elevates it (in 
the same way that A World Apart 
transcends Cry Freedom) above 
the merely worthy , and makes it 
utterly compelling. 

Dian Fossey spent twenty years 
in Rwanda's Yirunga mountains, 
living in near-solititude and con
stant danger, while devoting her 
life to the study of the mountain 
gorilla and waging an anti-poach
ing campaign which was instru
mental to the survival of the 
species. 

The story is remarkable in 
itself, but it is by no means the 
film's whole. Through Dian , it 
examines mankind's role in 
nature, with gorillas holding clues 

MAPANTSULA 

Filmhouse 

Dir: Oliver Schmitz 

MAP ANTSULA is the first 
major black . South african 
film to emerge from the 
country. 

It concerns Panic, a small time 
black gangster, who plies his 
trade indifferent to the political 
turmoil around him. When he 
finds himself in jail , being urged 
to inform on his activist cell 
mates, he is forced to take a stand. 

The film was actually shot 
under the nose of the authorities 
in Johannesburg and Soweto. 
Schmitz submitted a false, apoliti
cal gangster script to the censors, 
who pased it, allowing work to 
proceed unhindered. All the most 
overtly political scenes were shot 
last, so that if suspicions were 
aroused , the bulk of production 
would at least be finished . 

It is the consequent sense of 
realism , applying both to loca
tions and characters that gives 
Mapantsula its atmosphere and 
force. 

Unlike any other film dealing 
with South Africa there is an 
attempt to see the problem in 
human rather solely political 
terms. By giving us characters that 
avoid traditional stereotypes we 
are able to begi? to appreciate the 

The true story of Diane Fossey 
starring Sigourney Weaver 

GORILLAS IN THE 
MIST (15) 

Sep. perfs. 1.50, 4.50, 7.50 

Sean Connery Mark Harmon 

THE PRESIDIO (15) 
Scene 9f the Crime 

Sep. perfs. 2.20, 5.20, 8.20 

tl YOUNG GUNS (18) 
Sep. perfs. 5.10, 8.10 

Afternoons only at 2.25 
Michael Jackson's 

MOONWALKER (PG) 
Student discount on MONS only on 
production of current matriculation 

NUSMOKIN[, All PRIJG:iSUHjfCT TO lATE CHANGE 
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to our past, and to our present 
identity. She gains the gorillas' 
trust by imitating them, thus 
minimalizing the difference 
btweeen human and ape , and 
highlighting the evolutionary 
links between the two. 

They develop an extraordinary 
intimacy, but her idyll is disturbed 
by the intrusion of Bob Campbell 
(Brian Brown) , the photographer 
responsible for her subsequent 
fame . Dian initially views him 
with protective suspicion, but the 
two fall in love , forming a some
what unusual love-triangle. 

The conflict between her work 
and her lover must ultimately be 
resolved : essentially , she is forced 
to choose between animals and 
people. 

The division between dedica
tion and obsession becomes 
increasingly blurred as Dian 
begins to live by the laws of 
nature , wreaking revenge where
ver she judges it necessary, and 
allowing her conventional reason 
to be eroded by single-minded 
determination. 

Dian 's character is fully 
exposed, and, meticulously avoid
ing stereotype, the film chronicles 
both the violent oscillations of her 
temperament, and her passionate 

love for the gorillas, with whom 
she seems truly at one. Sigourney 
Weaver gives a quite outstanding 
performance . 

Dian 's convictions result in her 
virtually taking possession of the 
mountain, and her righteousness 
is sharply quiestioned: whatever 
she can justify denying Rwanda 
the use of its natural resources to 
alleviate its p~erty , and if she is 
infringing upon the rights of the 
tribe whose livelihood depends on 
poaching. Is she assisting the 
course of nature, or obstructing 
it? 

It is a mark of the film's excel
lence that all the highly personal 
issues that it provokes are addres
sed in a satisfyingly balanced way. 

However, one's conclusions 
must be influenced by the splen
dour of the photography, which 
captures the full glory of its sub
ject. The gorillas are never sen
timentalised, their placid cuddli
ness being juxtaposed with awe
some aggression . 

Simply as a wildlife documen
tary this would be stunning, but 
the film's complexity makes it an 
astonishing, moving piece of 
work. 

Andrew Mitchell 

Thomas Mogitlane plays gangster Panic 

true nature of the problems and 
prejudices that lie so deeply 
embedded in the social fabric of 
the country. 

Panic himself is a fairly unpleas
ant type - a born liar prone to 
holding smashed bottles to the 
necks of those who disagree with 
him . 

That we sympathise with this 
anti-hero's plight causes us to 
reflect far more on the evils of 
apartheid and its complex effects 
on the black as an individual than 
the whitewashed and bland por
trayal of Steve Biko in Cry Free
dom. 

Panic's interregator is similarity 
presented in ambivalent terms. 
His weary comment "Why do you 
blacks make such a fuss?- you 

haven't got it that bad," is not one 
of outright racism, but rather an 
example of the naivety prevalent 
·in a white society that never sees 
the townships where the majority 
of South Africa's population live. 

Needless to say , the South Afri
can government has banned the 
movie , and the probability is that 
film crews will in future have a 
censor attached to the unit, which 
could result in no more films of 
this calibre being made. 

Mapantsula is without doubt 
the best piece of cinema on tbe 
complexities of the South African 
problem to date, and to see it is to 
be both angered and enlightened . 

William Parry 

TOM CRUISE in 

COCKTAIL (15) 
Complete programmes at 1.30, 3.45, 6.00, 8.30. 

The smash hit movie for everyone from 8 to 80. BOB HO SKINS stars in STEVEN SPIELBERG's film of 

WHO FRAMED ROGER RABBIT (PG) 
Complete programmes at 1 .45, 4.00, 6.1 5. 

A supernatural comedy. 
PETER O'TOOLE DARYL HANNAH STEVE GUTTENBERG 

HIGH SPIRITS (15) 
Separate programmes at 8.45 pm. Except Monday 30th January. 

An explosive all-action thriller. 
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER JAMES BELUSHI 

. RED HEAT (18) 
Complete programmes at 1.40, 3.55, 6. 10, 8.30. Separate programme at 2.00 pm. All seats £1.00. 

At 11 .30 pm U2RA1Tl.EANDHUM(15) 
At 11 .30 pm Tom Cruise in COCKTAIL(15) 

Students/UB40s £1.75 

HOT AND COLD SNACKS AND COfFEE ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN OUR CAFE18AR FROM 5.30 pm, 
SATURDAY 1.30pm. 

THE DDEON SHOP stocl<s a range of thehllest and greati!St vi~ from £5.99 to £14.99. We also sell movie posters- movie stills 
-movie postta<ds ~ P"P"':~ anq m,dch ~·' Shop open 12·10.45 pm Sunday 2·10.45 pm. 
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Marketing plays an 
essential part in most 
organisations which 
deal with consumer 

·goods, industrial pro
ducts, financial ser
vices, leisure, and 
political life. It 
involves dealing with a 
wide range of people; 
from manufacturers 
and the sales force, to 
advertising agencies. 

·For these reasons 
many people see it as a 
glamorous profession, 
and it remains one of 
the most competitive 

· areas to enter. Katka 
Krosnar spoke to some 
of the people working 
in Marketing and 
another important 
area,Market~esearch 

The marketing process can be 
divided into five individual roles: 
the collection and interpretation 
of information ; liaising with the 
sales team and production team to 
pur a proposed plan into practice; 
the continual measurement of 
progress and deciding on any 
necessary adjustments; identify-

. irrg new areas for products and the 
actual launch of a new product 

The ways into" marketing are 
not clearly defined. A number of 

graduates are recruited directly, 
some attend postgraduate courses 
in marketing, while others work in 
other types of employment first. 

At PR Consultants Scotland 
Ltd in Glasgow, only one 
graduate is taken on per year. 
This is despite the fact that it is 
Scotland's largest marketing com
pany with 42 employees. 

All graduates enter the com
pany as trainee account execu
tives, and according to the direc-

. tor, Mr David Budge, would 
begin at the "nitty-gritty end of 
the business," learning about 
areas such as producing magazine 
covers and exhibitions. 

"The first twelve months would 
contain a fairly heavy element of 
training; attending courses both 
internally and externally. Once a 
graduate had demonstrated their 
ability to operate on their own, 
they would then be given direct 
client-handling responsibilities," 
Mr Budge stated. 

At Marketing Services (Scot
land) Ltd , the largest independent 
management consultancy in Scot
land, graduates are not normally 
taken on directly from university. 
Instead, according to Mr Bill 
Deacon , the director, " the com
pany would look to recruit 
graduates who already have at 
least two or three years experi
ence of working in industry." 

Outside of Marketing Agen
cies, companies such as United 

. ~ 

CAREERS 

Biscuits have large marketing 
departments. 

Marketing within the company 
• involves packaging, products, 

price and promotions, and also 
product management. 

Sarah Stevens, a recent 
graduate working in confectio
nary marketing already has 
responsibility for more than five 
well-known types of sweets only 
four months after joining the com
pany. 

Among the skills Ms Stevens 
feels are need to work in market
ing are: "Sound commercial 
experience, the ability to get on 
with people , numeracy and a com
mercial awareness. You also have 
to be prepared to work hard ." 

Though Marketing certainly 
has a glamorous image, the work, 
according to Ms Stevens, is "very 
hard with a typical day starting at 
8 _am and ending at 6.30 pm. 

"People should be aware that 
marketing is not everything 
people believe it to be. Though it 
is good fun, very varied, and 
involves dealing with different 
things, the variety is low-level. 

"The best thing about market
ing is that you are involved in so 
many different functions; the fac
tory, sales and being aware of the 
market. You see something 
through from start to end .. · 

And the worst thing? "Having 
to work very hard." 

STUDENT . 

There are more than 200 ·as Research Executives. These 
specialist Market Research Agen- are the links between the com
cies in Britain . In addition, most pany and the clients, and are 
manufacturing and commercial responsible for seein a particular 
organisations, service industries project through all the stages. 
and also central or locar govern~ At Market Research Scotland, 
ments have research depart- one of the largest research com
ments. These normally commis- panies in Scotland, with only eight 
sion research from agencies rather full-time staff, all the Executive 
than carrying out their own, but staff are graduates. 
will interpret the results them- ' The company is what is known 
selves Advertising Agencies and as a Full Service Market Research 
media buying agencies have their agency, which means that they 
own research departments can be commissioned to draft 

Market Research- can be questionnaires, concluct surveys 
defined as the collection, analysis, and analyse the results. Alterna
interpretation and presentation of tively a client can choose to 
information gathered about a pos- employ only the field force to con
sib le market for a product or ser- duct interviews. 
vice. Describing working in Market 

There are several different Research, Ruth Springfield, the 
methods used by market resear- Consumer Research Director, 
chers to obtain a representative commented: "The work is very 
sample of opinions . These include varied, and busy and hectic. It is 
face to face interviews, telephone not a 9 to 5 job , and occasionally 
interviews, self-completion ques- involves working nights. 
tionnaires and hall tests (where "Tight deadlines put demands 
members of the public are invited on all members of staff. This 
into local halls to give opinions on depends on the clients who some
various products) among others. times want research carried out at 

Above all, it is important to ask the last minute. But it is enjoy
the right questions to the right able. " 
people , to obtain clear results and However, despite the large 
a clear interpretation which number of market research . 
relates to the original problem. departments , these are usually 

Within a Market Research very small and therefore the 
Agency there are four distinct number of openings for graduates 
roles: Research Executives, remains very limited. Many do 
Fieldworkers Computer Analysts not have a regular graduate
and Staticians. recruitment scheme and recruit 

Most graduates are employed through speculative applications 

Your chance to 
work in an advertising agency: 

(If you can r-1ll it work.) 
A morning in the cinema. An afternoon 

sliding down water-chutes. A trip to L.A. to work 

with Hanna-Barbera. Two weeks in Jamaica with 

£1000 pocket money. Concorde to New York for 

the Clio Awards .. ; . Programmes about you on 
• .·/ ·' .!::!::·· 

,•/f.p<?'-5 ; · .. 
;{.<J):~~·')•'~I!/::.... • 

/ /?~~~)-~~~~~'"'""'Vtc..., 
. J ,<::;:, •. , ....... · V ...._ ~·-·J· 

' ''<~ 

uv•-•uuu. Breakfast 
with Joanna Lumley. All par for the course if you 

work in advertising. And you even get paid for it. 
(In a rare currency known as megabucks.) 

So if it's the most fun you can have with 

your clothes on, how come it's also the sixth most 

stressful career (doctors come seventh)? How come 

there are fewer copywriters than brain surgeons? 

the answers to 

questions at The Creative Forum Advertising 

Workshops, Scotland's best crash course in 

advertising . 

Not to mention cheapest. For a measly £5, 

you'll be taught the business by the creative 

directors of Scotland's top agencies, one evening a 

week for eight weeks. You'll work on real briefs 
for real products. 

And at the end of it all, who knows? 

One of us may even take you on. (Don't laugh, it's 

already happened to six Workshop students.) 

so good, we hear you say, 

be a catch. There is. The offer is 

only open to the first 30 people who get in touch 

with us. The man to speak to is Will Atkinson at 

Hall Advertising on 031-

225 1211. Ring him now. 

Unless, of course, 

you would rather get a 

CREATIVE 
FORUM 
ADVERTISING 
WORKSHOPS 

proper job. 
Photography: Rob Wilson Typesetting: Quick Brown Fox. 
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ALTERED STATES 
I 

Are we really what we wear? Briony Sergeant speculates on an interesting Sloane phenomenon._ 

THE eternal question at 
E dinburgh University has 
always been the problem of 
the English. This, they say, 
has been due to egotistical 
excesses on their part - a 
certain irritating tendency to 
impose their feelings of 
superiority onto everyone 
else. 

But this is completely mis
sing the point. The reason 
Sloanes alienate themselves 
so successfully isn't only to do 
with the unpleasant braying 
that emanates from Teviot at 
lunchtime. It all boils down 
to an essential identity crisis. 
Our beloved English public 
school students don't really 
know WHO THEY ARE. 

e · "There have been 
some dangerously 
striking signs that 
all the Tobys and 

· Sebastians of this 
university really 
want to be in life is a 
cowboy." 

. Edinburgh winter coming out 
of a Business Studies lecture. 

Spot the proliferation of 
beads, the Indian silk 
scarves, the sequinned 
waistcoats, the ripped harem 
pants, in fact anything to 
advertise the exotic destina
tions of your gap year - a 
shame, really, when you 
could probably pick up most 
of the gear in Cockburn 
Street Market. But that's of 
course missing the point, and 
also the essence of the Slippy 
-it's not what you wear but 
where it comes from. Even a 
Svengali horsehair shirt must 
take precedence over a 
lambswool poloneck. 

"Meantime, the 
cowboy boot-clad 
chicks' have thrown 
on the black leather 
jackets and gone for 
the Old Etonian 
Bikers." 

So do we conclude from 
We all recognise the this tentative speculation that 

striped shirt brigade, who the Sloane sector makes up 
wear a pair of crusty brogues , an arena of fashion versatility 
crumbling old cords and will or are we witnessing a wide-
insist on wearing that spread identity crisis? 

.immaculate bastion of Difficult to say, but one 
respectability , the stripey thing's for sure, it doesn't 
shirt, as though they've got a matter who they want to 
part-time job in the Civil Ser- impersonate cowboy, 
~~ - U~w~e, we~ns~p -~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~hlkcr,hlppy-e~nifthey 

lightly over their female still how their true colours. 
counterparts, most of whom Whatever shape their clothes 
are the I-must-look-well- w t h th agger 501 lth h 'll f' d more a case of who you met take , they still establish their turned _ out _ at _ all _ times a c ose guys sw s, a oug you w1 m 

into lectures in suitably bow- ' the odd ethnic shirt cropping up with in India on your year superiority by dismissing 
types. One could say dressed legged fashion, as though up from time to time, just to off and how authentically anything as base as 
to kill, depending on how lit- they've just dismounted1lfter keep in step with the Paisley Peruvian you can manage to chainstore shopping. Well 
erally you loo~ at it . three days' hard riding. Persuasion. look back in the middle of an birds of a feather. . .. 

But this isn't where the The trouble is, instead of So do the upper middle 
story ends. There have been consorting with their female • classes of our society want to 
some dangerously striking equivalents, they're still run- be the hard guys at university 
signs that all the Tobys and ning round with the Benet- and pay tribute to Clint and 
Sebastians of this university ton brigade. Meantime, tl:w Marlon, or do they have the 
really want to be in life is a cowboy boot-clad chicks capacity to .flirt with styles 
cowboy. Those smelly old have thrown on the black from further afield? .Well, in 
suede jackets, ripped into leather jackets and gorie for keeping perhaps with the 
credibility, have been a sell- the Old Etonian Bikers. widespread '70s revival, the 
out for longer than anyone · 
can remember. And the silk The bikers a~e probably Sloanes have always had 
cravats have been replaced the most amusing style-con- quite a good hippy thing 
by that gentleman's essential, scious species of Sloane, due going, but · without the addi
the red spotted handker- almost entirely to the fact tional help of anything as 
h. f 1 Cl' t E t d that they take themselves crass as the recent craze for c 1e , s ung · m as woo 

I d h d · more ser1·ously than anyone flares or Acid House. sty e roun t ose ten er ans-
tocratic necks, instead of else. This is the real jet set- The Sloane Hippy, better 
being thrust snot-ridden into on-a-motorbike scenario, known as the Slippy, in fact 
the pocket. although by the looks of comprises more _than the 

But the tell-tale signs have things for some of them it's occasional scruffy waster in 
really begun to appear when more Meatloaf than Marlon George Square with the per
the brogues have finally been Brando. Like any tightly knit versely posh accent. They 
relegated to the back of the clique of privilege, the seem to have cultivated a 
wardrobe and you see the uniform is severely fashion phenomenon all of 
cowboy boots coming out in restricted, in this case, their own. It's not so much 
their full glory . mainly to le~ther jackets and who you went to school with, 

EDITOR 
AND 

MANAGER(S) 
will soon be appointed for 

FESTIVAL TIMES 
If you are interested in applying for either of these posts 

write to: 

THE CONVENER 
E.U.S.P.B 

48 Pleasance 
Closing date: Friday 10th February 1989. 
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THURSDAY26JANUARY 

THE BROTHERS 
Preservation Hall, Victoria St . 226 3816 
Resident band. building up a following. Free. 

bAN BLOCKER EXPERlENCI; 
Negociants, Lothian St, 225 6313 
Downstairs bar. Free! 

FRIDAY 27 JANUARY 

· CAPONE AND THE BULLET 
Venue, Calton Road, 5573073 
Shoot on down and check it out! 

. SCOTTISH NATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
i Usher Hall, Lothian Rd. 228 1155 
Conducted by Matthias Bamert. 7.30 pm. 

JAZZ 
Queen's Hall , Clerk St. 668 2019 
Artists to be announced. 8.30 pm. 
Bar and restaurant. 

· Concessions available for students and Young Scat 
· card holders. Box Office opens 10 am-5 pm daily. 

TEXAS BREAKFAST 
Preservation Hall, Victoria St. 226 3816 
£1 after 9 pm.· What do Texans eat for breakfast? 

SATURDAY28JANUARY 

GRIP and HARD ROCK CAFE 
Venue . Calton Road. 557 3073 

SCOTTISH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
Queen's Hall, Clerk St. 668 2019 
Beethoven and Maxwell Davies. conducted by Sir Peter 
Maxwell Davies. William Con way playing cello. 
7.45 pm. 
See Friday for concessions details. 

THIS IS IT 
Negociants, Lothian St, 225 6313 
Go along and find out what is what. Downstairs. 

TOTO AND THE JAZZ BOSTONS 
Preservation Hall , Victoria St , 226 3816 
£1 after9pm . 

SUNDAY 29 JANUARY 

BLUES CREW 
Preservation Hall, Victoria St, 226 3816 
Free 

CONDI ANDTAIT 
Negociants, Lothian St , 225 6313 . 
Downstairs bar. Guitarists. Free. Phone for details of 
guitarists in upstairs bar. 

BLUEFlNGER 
Music Box , Victoria St 
Resident band. Sunday should be renamed Blueday. 

MONDAY 30JANUARY 

BIG COUNTRY 
Playhouse, Greenside Place, 557 2590 
The Dunfermline boys are· a sell-out. 
APRIL IN PARIS 
Preservation Hall, Victoria St. 226 3816 
Free, and can't be worse than January in Edinburgh, 
that's for sure! 

TUESDAY3IJANUARY 

JANICULUM 
Reid Concert Hall, Bristo Square, 667 1011 
Music Faculty present tenors Harry Nicoll and Alasdair 
Elliot with Jane Clark on harpsichord (so to speak!), 
1.10 pm. 

BLUEPRINT 
Preservation Hall , Victoria St, 226 3816 
I'm sure this blue obsession must have some deep 
symbolic meaning. Then again , maybe it's just hard to 
think up iil1 original name for a blues band! 

WEDNESDAY I JANUARY 

NITZEREBB 
Venue , Calton Road, 557 3073 
No, this is not a misprint! 

JOHNNY SUNBEAM 
Negociants, Lothian St, 225 6313 
Johnny wants you for a sunbeam. Downstairs . . Free. 

CHARLIE MeN AIR 
Preseryation Hall, Victoria St, 226 3816 
Residents. 

theatre 
KI~'S 
2 Leven St, 229 1201 

·Box Office M on-Sat 10 am-8 pm 

MOTHER GOOSE 

Until Sat 18 Feb 
7pm 
£4.75-£6.75 
Waiter Carr in the spectacular panto with Gregor 
Fisher. 

LYCEUM 
Grindlay St, 229 9697 
Box Office Mon-Sat 10 am-6 pm 

LE BOURGEOIS GENTILHOMME 
13 Jan-Sat 4 Feb 
7.45pm 
£2.50-£7 
Moliere's comedy translated into Scots, directed by 
Hamish Glen. 

TRAVERSE 
112 West Bow, Grassmarket, 226 2633 

POLL AXED!- THE PEASANTS REVOLT 
Tues 24-Sun 29 Jan 
7.30 pm 
£3 .50 (£2.50) 
James Poulter in the one-man comedy about the 
outcome of the last poll tax in 1381. 

film 
FILMHOUSE 
228 2688 
Early evening £I .50 concession otherwise £2.50. No 
concession on Saturdays. 

BLOODY KIDS (15) 
3 pm Thu26, Fri 27; 6. I5 pm Thu 26 
,A British film about two youngsters who spread anarchy 
by faking a stabbing outside a football ground. 

MAPANTSULA (15) 
8.30 pm Thu 26-Sat 28; 6.15 pm Fri 27, Sat 28 
The film-makers of " Mapantsula" submitted to local 
authorities an apolitical gangster script with the same 
characters and locations, then secretly shot this 
explicitly political drama under officials' noses in 
Johannesburg and Soweto. 

THOMAS THE IMPOSTER (PG) 
2.30 pm , 6 pm, 8.15 pm Thu 26 
A French film from Jean Cocteau's novel. Starring 
Emanuelle Riva, Jean Servais, Fabrice Rosleau as 
Thomas. 

THE BIG EASY (18) 
2.30 pm, 6 pm, 8.15 pm Fri 27 and Sat 28 
A cop film with comedy, courting and corruption. 

RACE FOR YOUR LIFE 
CHARLIE BROWN (U) 
2 pm Sat 28 
The Peanuts gang go off to summer camp and get 
involved in a treacherous river raft race. 

DEATH JAPANESE STYLE (18) 
8 pm Sun 29-Tues 31; 5.30 pm Mon 30; 
2.30 pm Tues 31 
A comedy follows a family through the three-day 
proceedings for the burial of a crotchety old relative. 
Copious amounts of drinking , socialising and 
squabbling. Subtitled. 

KES(PG) 
2.30 pm Mon 30; 5.30 pm Tues 31 
Billy trains a kestrel in Barnsley. 

MONKEY BUSINESS and 
MY LITTLE CHICKADEE (U) 
4.30 pm , 7.45 pm Sun 29 
The first is 77 minutes of Marx Brothers' madness. The 
second fel!tures Mae West and W. C. Fields. 

LES PARENTS TERRIBLES (15) 
6 pm, 8.30 pm Mon 30 and Tues 31 
Another Cocteau film centres around the reactions of a 
hysterjcal , possessive mother to her adolescent son's 
love for a young girl. 

VERONICO CRUZ (PG) 
2.30 pm, 6.15 pm, 8.30 pm Wed I Feb; 
8.30 pm Thu 2 Feb 
A young boy from a farming community grows up in 
Argentine during the military coup and the World Cup 
victory for Argentina-in '78. 

CAMEO 
228 4141 
£1.20 1st perf, £2 2nd per[ and Jrd per/. £2.90 last perf. 

STORMY MONDAY (15) 
Fri 27-Fri 3rd Feb- times to be announced 
Tuesday's just as bad. 

BLUES BROTHERS (15) and RUMBLEFISH (15) 
ll.l5 pm Fri 27 Jan 
Musical, contemporary, obligatory student comedy, 
The Blues Brothers, if you haven 't seen it yet , go now 
before someone finds out you haven 't. Rumblefish is an 
American teenage novel and the film features some of 
the brat pack. 

SIGN OF THE TIMES (PG) and 
STOP MAKING SENSE (PG) 
11.15 pm Sat 28 Jan 
Both films definitely for fans, but then who doesn 't like 
at least one of the two of them. 

DUNE (PG) 
1.30 pm Sun 29 
Is it this one Sting takes his clothes off in 

229 3030 
£2.80 student reduction on Mondays. 

I. GORILLAS IN THE MIST (15) 
1.50 pm, 4.50 pm. 7.50 pm Fri 27 Jan-Fri 3 Feb 
Well. I defy anyone to tell me what this one's about. 
2. PRESIDIO (15) 
2.20 pm, 5.20 pm , 8.20 pm Fri 27 Jan-Thu 2 Feb. 
He didn't want to share the murder investigation. 
There's no way he's going to share his daughter. Stars 
Sean Connery and Mark Harmon. 

3. MOONWALKER (PG) 
2.25 pm Fri 27 Jan-Thu 2 Feb. 
Directed by Bubbles starring Mickey Jackson. 
Mickey, trying to save the world 's children , is being 
chased by bad guys. He tries to escape down a dead-end 
-he's doomed , his heartbeat fills the soundtrack. At 
the very last moment he changes into a car. Could De 
Niro beat that? Shit , no. 

YOUNG GUNS (15) 
5.10 pm , 8.10 pm Fri 27 Jan-Thu 2 Feb. 
Go For It! 
The plot is designed just so the lads (Emilio Estevez, 
Kiefer Sutherland and Charlie Sheen) can shoot as 
many people as possible and is therefore quite 
irrelevant. What does matter is the sense of value for 
money. £3 into the cinema? That's about 5p per killin '. 

DOMINION 
447 2660 
Student concessions £I. 70 all perfs except evening perfs 
in cinema 3£2.60. 

1. WHO FRAMED ROGER RABBIT? (15) 
2.20 pm , 5.20 pm , 8.20 pm Thurs 26 Jan-Thurs 2 Feb. 
Bob Hoskins stars as a private eye hired by a cartoon 
character. 

2. A HSH CALLED W ANDA (15) 
2.15 pm , 5.15 pm, 8.15 pm Thurs 26 Jan-Thurs 2 Feb. 
Hands up who hasn't seen it? Well , me , acutally, but I'm 
going to. 

3. THE LONELY PASSION OF JUDITH HEARNE 
2 pm , 5 pm, 8 pm Thu 26-Thu 2 Feb 
The new Bob Hoskins film. I think we can all relate to 
Judy. 

FILMSOC 
557 0436 
£/1 membership a~·ailable all showings. Tickets for 
non-members on sale at Union shops. 

HANGMEN ALSO DIE and JEZEBEL 
6.45 pm and 9.10 pm Fri 27 Jan. 
Pleasance Theatre 

STARDUST MEMORIES and COBRA VERDE 
6.45 pm and 8.30 pm Sun 29 Jan. 
George Square Theatre 

FLASH GORDON CONQUERS THE UNIVERSE 
and SACRIFICE 
7 pm and 7.30 pm Wed 1st Feb. 
George Square Theatre 
The first film is over as quick. as a flash . ha, ha, ha! 

ODEON 
667 7331 

' Student concessions £1 .75 all perfsa unti/6 pm then £2 
but £2.50 on Fri and Sat nights. 

1. COCKTAIL (15) 
1.20 pm , 3.35, 5.50, 8.10 Thu 26-Thu 2 Feb; 
11.30 pm Sat 28 
Tom Cruise plays a cocktail shaker who hits it big but 
ends up doing some soul searching after the failure of a 
romance. 

2. WHO FRAMED ROGER .RABBIT? (15) 
1.30 pm , 3.50 pm , 6 .0 5pm Thu 26-Thu2 Feb. 

3. RED HEAT (18) 
1.30 pm, 3.45 pm, 6 pm, 8.15 pm Thu 26-Thu 2 Feb. 
The plot centres around someone having a key to a bu~ 
station locker and everyone wants it. A violent, 
predictable Schwarzenegger film. 

DIEHARD 
11.15 pm Sat 28 Jan. 

U2: RATTLE AND HUM 
11.30 pm Sat 28 Jan. 
Guaranteed to put your back up against the watt. Say no 
more. NO MORE! 

exhibs 
PORTRAIT GALLERY 
Queen St, 556 8921 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun 2-5 pm 

WILLIAM DONALDSON CLARK 
From 16 Jan 
Photos of Edinburgh in the 1850s. 

STILLS GALLERY 
105 High St , 557 1140 

• Tues-Sat Noon-6 pm 

. POWER PLAYS- CONTEMPORARY 
PHOTOGRAPHY FROM CANADA 
Unti111 Feb 

·Work by Lynn Cohen, Ceryl Sourkes, amongst others. 

) 



T ALBOT RICE ART GALLERY 
Old College, South Bridge, 667 1011 
M on-Sat 10 am-S pm 

TONI FOLLINA 
14Jan-11 Feb 
CENTRAL LlB'RARY 
George IV Bridge , 22S SS84 
Mon-Fri 9 am-9 pm ; Sat 9 am-I pm 

ROYAL INFIRMARY VOLUNTEERS 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 
Until30 Jan 
In the Edinburgh Room. 

NIDDRIE CASTLE DISPLAY SCOTTISH 
LIBRARY 
Until30 Jan 
Displayed in the Scottish Library. 

AS WE WERE SO YEARS AGO 
17 Jan-28 Feb 

PRINTS FOR SALE 
Unti130Jan 

CITY ARTS CENTRE 
2 Market St, 22S 2424 ext 66SO 
Mon-Sat 10 am-S pm 

DANISH GRAPHIC ART EXHrBITION 
Until29 Jan 
First major showing in Britain. 

Evening, Chambers St Union 
Bring your matric card. 

SUNDAY 29 JANUARY 

METHSOC 
6.1S pm, Evening Service 
Nicolson Square Methodist Church 
8 pm, "The Number Shop": a talk by the Numeracy 
Centre. 
CATHOLIC STUDENTS UNION 
7.1S pm , 24 George Square 
Student Mass , followed by a talk on poverty by Pat 
Clarke. 

MONDAY 30 JANUARY 

EU DEMOCRATS-PADDY ASHDOWN 
I pm , Teviot Debating Hall 
The Right Hon . Leader of the Democrats amongst 
students and perhaps one or 12 members of the medi 

CATHOLIC STUDENTS UNION 
6 pm, Cafe of 23 George Square 
Fellowship meal. 
£1 

TUESDAY31JANUARY 

BUNAC ORIENTATION 
7 pm, George Square Theatre 
Essential for all Work USA or Canada participants. 

THE CITY'S PICTURES EU CHAPLAINCY CENTRE 
4 Feb-11 Mar S..IS pm, Chaplain~y ~~ntre . 
S tt . h 1 · t t · fEd . b h. · Chnst1an MeditatiOn led by S1ster Mary Kavanagh co IS co ouns s, con emporary v1ews o m urg m 
this varied collection. 

FRUITMARKET GALLERY 
29 Market St, 22S 2383 
Tues-Sat 10 am-S.30 pm 
Sun 1.30-S.30 pm 

SIX DUTCH ARTISTS 
28Jan-12Mar 
New young artists, new to Scotland. 

tt
NATIONAL GALLERY OF SCOTLAND 

e Mound, SS6 8921 
on-Sat 10 am-S pm; Sun 2-5 pm 

THE V AUGHAN BEQUEST AND THE 
CAMPBELL VIGNETTES 
Until31 Jan 
38 Turner watercolours and 20 illustrations. 

DRAWINGS AND PAINTINGS BY ANDREW 
GEODES (1783-1844) 
Until 31 Jan 

events 
THUKSUAY 26JANUAKY 

EU HOMEBREW SOCIETY 
Bow Bar, 8pm 
Burns Night Celebration- so bring the adequate 
poetry. 

DISCO 
ing, Chambers St Union 

SOp 
Thrash 'n' bash. 
EU CHAPLAINCY CENTRE 
1.10 pm, 6th Level Common Room , JCMB, KB 
Lunchtime talk: "The JSQth Psalm: Musical Settings 
Down the Ages" . 

EU ANIMAL RIGHTS 
8 pm, Somerville Room , Pleasance 
Videos about hunting: "Rural Vandals" and "The 
Spade and the Terrier Brigade" . Plus discussion. 

FRIDAY 27 JANUARY 

CATHOLIC STUDENTS UNION 
12.30-2 pm, Common Room, 23 George Square 

·Bread and cheese lunch: 70p . 

THE ALTERNATIVE ENTERTAINMENTS 
AGM/PARTY 

EU SCOTTISH NATIONALIST ASSOC. 
7.30 pm, Executive Room , Pleasance 
WEDNESDAY I FEBRUARY 

PLAN 9 DISCO 
Evening, Potterrow Union 
50p 

EU PRO-LIFE GROUP 
I. IS pm, Highland Room, Pleasance 
Speaker: Bernadette Thomson 

clubs 
THURSDAY26JANUARY 

TH.E WHIRLPOOL . 
lO pm-3 am; Shady Ladies, Cowgate, 225 6569 
£1 
Some early punk and psychedelia played for a 
change. 

DREAM 
lO pm-3 am; Music Box, Victoria St , 220 1708 
£1.50 
Popular and up-tempo tunes, with a bit of" Acid 
Jazz". 

SHAG 
11 pm-3 am; The Mission, Victoria St, 225 6569 
£1.50 
Increasingly busy/popular kitsch. 

l<'RIUA Y 27 JANUAKY 
ROADRUNNER . 
10 pm-3 am; Music Box, Victoria St, 220 1708 
£2 
Guest DJs playing funk , house and soul. 

SPANISH HARLEM 
10 pm-3 am; Wilkie House , Cowgate 
£2 
House and acid sounds with a large crowd. 

THE RENAISSANCE 
10 pm-3 am; Bermuda Triangle, Coasters, 
3 West Tollcross, 228 3252 
Indie/"alternative" sounds · 

THE MOJO CLUB 
10 pm-4 am; The Mission, Victoria St, 225 6569 
Featuring Euphoria- acid night. 
SATURDAY 28 JANUARY 

THEBACKROOM 
10.30 pm-3 am; Shady Ladies, Cowgate, 225 6569 
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GIG GUIDE 
THE music scene kicks off with 
Kingfishers Catch Fire at Moray House 
on Friday. Featuring original members 
from Big Country, Scary Thieves and 
Spizz Energi, they're brassy and melodic 
and on the verge of a 1·ecord deal by all 
accounts. Also on Friday, this time at the 
Venue, there's Capone and the Bullets at 
the new Soul ;n' Ska Club. Apparently, 
they're the leading exponents in Glasgow 
of the ska revival. The skinhead singer is 

the leader of one of the many scooter 
gangs that have been springing up. The 
weekend continues with Grip at the Venue 
and Win at the Queen's Hall on Sunday. 
After their recent tour with Big Country 
they return to Edinburgh on their own to 
preview the Freaky Trigger LP. 

Thrashing Doves (remember them?) 
appear at the Venue on Monday. 
Little has been heard of them since their 
clutch of singles a couple of years ago and 
their fleeting involvement with Balearic 
Beat, so it should be worth going along to 
find out exactly what they have been 
doing. 

TV GUIDE 
AFTER their appalling efforts last week, 
one might be so presumptious as to 
believe that the powers-that-be in televi
sion would produce something outstand
ing this time by way of compensation. 

But no, such anticipation on our part is 
yet again left unrewarded as we are once 
~ore offered less than scintillating view
ing. Makes you wonder why you bother, 
really .... 

, One shining example of this bad 
programming is undoubtedly BBCl 's 
Some Mothers Do 'Ave 'Em, shown 
(again) on Friday at 7.40 pm. Dug 
out from the archives (where it should 
h~ve remained securely buried), 
this "comedy classic"- their words, 
not mine - is one best 

avoided at all costs. Another BBCl 
enterprise worth missing is the new 
romantic comedy serious, Joint Account, 
which starts on Thursday. Featuring a 
woman Bank Manager desirous only of 
becoming a housewife again, this prog
ramme looks like being disturbing in its 
implications, but not at all funny. One 
expects better from the Beeb. 

Slightly more unusual, but still worth a 
look, is Arena, on BBC2 this Friday. 
Entitled Tip of the Iceberg, it explores 
our ambivalent relationship to the breast, 
and features controversial comments 
from the likes of Clare Short MP and 
avante garde designer Vivienne 
Westwood. A potential eye-opener-

The week ends perfectly with Nitzer 
Ebb at the Venue on Friday. This is a gig 
that is not to be missed, especially as it 
goes out under the War banner and may 
feature a couple of Belgian New Beat 
bands. 

Contrary to previous reports, 1'hrow
ing Muses will not be playing Edinburgh 
on their forthcoming tour, but you can see 
them on Friday 17th February at Queen 
Margaret's Union in Glasgow, and Dun
dee Fat Sam's on the following Sunday. 

James Haliburton 

and no jokes please! Less dangerous 
(and probably more fun) are the newest 
imports on C4 from the States
Roseanne (Friday, 10 pm), the season's 
"hottest" comedy, and Cheers (Friday, 
9.30 pm) returning to our screens once 
more . 

Filmwise, however, prospects look 
brighter this week, with 2001: A Space 
Odyssey (BBC2 , Saturday 10.10 pm) 
Screen Two: Words of Love (Sunday , 
10.15 pm) and the wonderful Frankens
tein (Friday C4) all looking like compul
sive viewing. 

Also worth watching is the usually 
overrated Eastenders, which wins our 
Best-Soap Award, for Thursday's 
episode, when the wedding bells are 
ringing out for Matthew and Carmel. 
Can't miss it, can you? 

My personal favourite this week , 
however, comes from C4 with the show
ing ofthe best-ever pop group, Bros,live 
on their recent Big Push TouL (Much 
better than the darling Buds!) Catch the 
blonde bombshells on Friday at 6 pm -
start screaming now, girls! 

Avril Mair 

T HIRTS SWEAT SHIRTS 
POLO SHIRTS 

MADE TO YOUR CLUB .DESIGN 8 pm, Pleasance Bar 
Free £2 

one of Edinburgh's most popular "alternative" clubs. ~c,rted • 
ESCA- BURNS SUPPER 
Wilkie House 
Tickets £8 from ESCA at 19 Guthrie Street or ESCA 
desk, Mandela Centre. Ceilidh band provide the music. 

GREEN BANANA CLUB 
Evening, Potterrow Union 
SOp 

BEA TBOX DISCO 
· 7.4S pm-2 am, Teviot Debating Hall 
Free 

• 

PARK ROOM DISCO 
Evening, Teviot Union 
Free 

SATURDAY28JANUARY 

Y ABBADABBADOO DISCO 
Evening, Teviot Row Union 
Witty name, or just pathetic? 

CHAMBERS STREET DISCO 

BIGBIRD 
IO.pm-4 am; Wilkie House, Cwogate 
£2.50 

METRO 
10 pm-3 am; Music Box, Victoria St, 220 1708 · 
£2 
New club from the Spanish Harlem league. 
SUNDAY 29 .JANUARY • 

THE AMPHITHEATRE 
10 pm-3 am; 31 Lothian Rd, 229 7670 
£2; half-price before 11 pm 

WEDNESDAY I FEBRUARY 

POTTERROW 
8 pm- I am ; Student Centre 
SOp with matric card 
Happy hour 8.30-9.30 pm 

THE DEEP 
10.30 pm-3 am; The Mission and Shady Ladies 
£2 

FAST FORWARD SPORTS 
36 WEST PRESTON STREET 

TEL 667 5464 ASK FOR IAN or JIM 

CLIENTS do not INCLUDE: -• EN JOHNSON, GEORGE BUSH, 
AND BUSTER EDWARDS 

THEY DO INCLUDE: 

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY BASKETBALL, 
SWIMMING AND RUGBY TEAMS. 

INGS BAR PURPLE HELMET DISPLA V TEAM 
AND ELF OIL LTD. 

-
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From 29 Januar~ you 
can get half price Young Persons 
Railcards and half price travel. 

/. 
I don't half fancy that. 

From 29 January until25 February 16-23 year olds can buy a Young Persons Railcard for half price (that(s £Z50 instead of 

£15). You can also get half price travel when you buy a "Winter Wanderer': This gives 50% off the full Blue Saver or Network 

AwayBreak Fare. "Winter Wanderers" are not valid on Fridays or on trains arriving in London at or before 1000 Mondays to 

Thursdays. Isn't it time you did things by halves? Pick up a leaflet at your BR station or Rail Appointed Agents for full details. * Young Persons Railcard. 
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