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“The benefits from opening up 

research data for scrutiny and reuse 

are potentially very significant; 

including economic growth. 

Increased resource efficiency, 

securing public support for research 

funding and increasing public trust in 

research.”



Public Engagement with Data 

Science





https://shop.ee.co.uk/plans-and-packs/pay-as-you-go-packs






What are the conditions for public 

support?

Aitken, M., et al 2016. ‘Public responses to the sharing and linkage of health data for research 
purposes’. BMC medical ethics, 17(1)



Key conditions for public 

acceptability of research uses 

of data

 Confidentiality

 Control

 Public Benefits



Confidentiality



Control



Benefits



Trust and Trustworthiness

 Underpinning each of these conditions is trust. This 
is fundamental to maintaining a social license for 

research practices;

 But instead of focussing on how to increase public 
trust we should instead focus on ensuring the 

trustworthiness of research.



Closing thoughts
 With ever-increasing amounts of data being 

collected combined with advances in computer 
power and data analytics the way that research is 
being conducted is changing. Such 
developments are opening up new possibilities for 
research whilst simultaneously raising new ethical 
dilemmas.

 Maintaining a social license for this research 
necessitates continual reflection on the conditions 
for public support; thinking about data not just in 
terms of how it relates to research but also how it 
relates to people’s lives.
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