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Multilayered Section -a Construction: “The section that I built tries to take many 

different forms, according to the viewer’s perception. Maybe it is the limit between 

my Ethics and yours. I hope that this limit will bring things together and that it will 

not raise a wall... Wondering about what takes place under the city’s topography and 

why no one pays attention to this underground world –if not a world, then network— 

I realised that there is something that for some people is an important aspect of the 

city. So, there are some people that in their brief (or not) pass-through the city noted 

the element of dirt and this was imprinted in their memories. The Kingdom of Dirt 

could be seen as the city’s sanitary sewer. Through this thought, I came to conclude 

that the sewer is one of the only elements that runs along the section...” 

 

 
The Symbols and the Other: “In the drawing I represent the influence of symbols in 

the life of a ‘stranger.’ ...I refer to symbols having in mind that they contribute in 

conforming social stereotypes. The social stereotype that in the beginning one has 
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acquired by an external force, is being reproduced inside him, subject to a self-

imposure that functions even beyond ones conscious will. ...I have used two different 

representation techniques to show two different social realities: the inhabitants of the 

city who are part of its social body and the disintegrated immigrants that wander 

through the city. The first stands for rigidness and dominance and for this I used 

technical drawing ...for the case of the of the immigrant I used photographs that 

show a moment frozen in time... No one is interested in the immigrants’ identity, one 

just cares to know that they are different from her or him. For this their faces are 

covered with flags that stand for their difference. ...The background of the city, is the 

flag that dictates and moves the strings of its life.” 

 

.1.6.4 Re-evaluating the course 

One of the first things that were made clear to the students was the fact that this was 

an experimental course that had not been taught before. This meant that the students 

were explicitly invited to join an investigation without a pre-established set of 

standards or a clear idea beforehand about the expected outcome of the handed-in 

material as it was presented above. I have already acknowledged the situation of ‘the 

Ethics of Borderlands’ from the MArch design studio as inspiring the premise for 

this course. Nevertheless, the spark was only the presented dialogue and more 

specifically, Dorian’s words that “you’d have to change the title of our orthographic 

tradition to draw in-relations” and not the overall structure, aim and educational 

attitude of that studio course. This insecurity about the educational aims was obvious 

from the side of the students during the development of the course. Moreover, very 

often questions remained unanswered because of the nature of the subject matter. 

The definition of Ethics was, straight from the beginning, such a topic that was 

deliberately left open for discussion in every session. During the development of the 

course, and while there was a need for the students to start to draw the sections, most 

of them felt that they did not know what to do and what was the task that they were 

to accomplish. In any case, they wondered, how could they draw something that 

there is not even a common agreement about what we talk about –a definition of 

Ethics? Nevertheless, it is noteworthy that this explicit initial insecurity did not 



                                                                                                                                 Instead of Conclusion 

329 

prevent the students from joining the course, since I have already mentioned that it 

was an optional module. So the students were not discouraged by this initial 

complexity that was made clear before the beginning of the course. On the contrary 

the number of the students that finally enrolled indicates that they were rather 

attracted by the new course and the ‘mystery’ of the left-open questions. Moreover, 

this insecurity was explicitly shared not only by the students but also by the teacher. 

Even I could not be sure that the task of drawing the Ethical borders in this part of 

the city is something achievable and I didn’t have a clear idea of how it should be 

done. During the entire semester this insecurity was never veiled, nevertheless some 

tactics were developed in order to overcome the students’ hesitation to start working 

without waiting for a pre-given answer about the pending question. Such tactics were 

the commitment to midterm reviews of the sections so that the students would be 

pushed to start drawing no matter how sure they were about the outcome; the 

treatment of such insecurity as a ‘normal’ situation for education that is not hidden, 

but it is explicit and obvious to all.4 The focus on the development of the lectures 

that revealed a narrative, gave the students the necessary material to transform their 

insecurity into a creative source. 

 

One of the very early findings, that should be noted in the context of this thesis, was 

the fact that the division between morality and ethics, which was fundamental for 

this thesis, was not a very helpful distinction for the students themselves into 

accomplishing the given exercise. Although they did not seem to have any problem 

in comprehending this distinction, it became apparent that they could not find points 

of connection between the distinction of morality and ethics, on the one hand; and 

the site that they examined and the drawing of the section, on the other. A possible 

explanation for this is the fact that the distinction between morality and ethics was 

fruitful in order to study the students’ formation of Ethics, but it does not appear to 

be helpful for the students themselves who are producing this formation. In this 

sense, although the distinction was helpful for the teacher to keep in mind, it was not 

necessary for the students. This can be compared to the case of having to make one 

acquire a habit and simultaneously talking to her or him about theories of habits. 
                                                
4 See again Meno’s paradox in the introduction, p. 12 
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Habits and thus ethics require a certain forgetfulness that is integral part of their 

acquisition.  

 

On the other hand, almost all of the students were very much intrigued by the 

situation of the refugees that was taking place in the area of study. The refugees and 

the specific architectural border between the train station and the port concretized for 

them an explicit notion of Ethics in architecture. Although all the students were 

previously aware of the problem that was going on in this part of the city, they had 

never thought of it as pertaining to Ethics in terms of architecture. For this reason, 

most of them came to be very interested about the theories of nationalism. In most 

cases, the idea presented by the course –that national identity can be seen as actively 

constructed and that this construction can be identified in architectural space– was 

revealing for the students, opening thus a new way of thinking. In order to emphasise 

this notion I invited a geographer to deliver a specific lecture about the birth of  

modern nation-states. Vasilis Koutsoukos presented the outcomes of his historical 

PhD thesis about the transformation of urban space in the cities of Xanthi and 

Komotini, in Northern Greece during the transition from the Ottoman Empire to the 

Modern Greek State. Again, the students were amazed to see disciplines other than 

architecture, being interested in very similar topics and also to find out the tools and 

terminology that these disciplines had developed in order to describe such 

complicated phenomena. This became apparent by the gradual change in the way 

that the students were able to describe the phenomenon and especially in the way that 

they identified and described the immigrants. This finally led to some insightful 

papers at the end of the course. In one sense, during this course occurred a transition 

from a stance of ethics, to that of morality. Most of the students joined this course 

having rather conservative nationalistic views (that are still common sense in modern 

Greece and can be summarised by the dogma of ‘single’ nationality and ‘single’ 

religion, based on the continuity of Greek language since the antiquity). Towards the 

end of the course all of the students became aware that the situation is much more 

complex and contradictory; and the ones that chose to deal with the topic took 

onboard much more radical attitudes, following Agamben’s views on the topic, that 

was dealt in a separate lecture. 
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Figure 115: The border between the train station and the port 

 

This transition from a stance of ethics to that of morality, shows vividly that ethics 

can very well hold stances that can be criticised as ‘bad’ from an Ethical point of 

view. In such a case, morality, through its revealing character, is a powerful tool into 

identifying such ‘bad’ practices and through moral deliberation and rational 

discussion transforming them into ‘good.’ Does this mean then that the thesis 

presented here, that invited the reader to inhabit ethics, has just been falsified? I 

would like to argue that this is not the case at all. The call to inhabit ethics is a call to 

revisit the habitual formation of Ethics as the fundamental place where the Ethical is 

being constructed through habituation. This call does not guarantee that the Ethical 

stances that dwell there are necessarily ‘good.’ But if one wants to see the whole 

spectrum of Ethics, then one has to inhabit a particular common ethos (which in the 

case of Greek common nationalism, is narrow-minded and historically uninformed). 

But at the same time, I as a teacher, came to be able to identify it as such, only 

because I became habituated in a different discourse that apparently is based on 

British multiculturalism throughout my study in Edinburgh. The revelatory character 

of the students’ view against national identity appears to be a one-way direction from 

ignorance to enlightenment, which, as I have argued in this thesis, is not correct to 

describe the transition between morality and ethics. Such a scheme promises (similar 

to the project of enlightenment) a pointing towards a total revelation and total 

emancipation of the human, a progress that this thesis has characterised as being 

illusionary. As Paris’ horse described very vividly, total freedom and emancipation is 

not possible. What this scheme misses is the second movement from morality to 

ethics again, from memory to forgetfulness, from consciousness to unconsciousness, 
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from alethea to lethe. Contrary to enlightenment which is violent and explicit, this 

part of the (hermeneutic) circle is much slower and much more subtle and difficult to 

be identified. Unfortunately the short time of an academic semester that this course 

lasted did not allow for such observations. Nevertheless, it became apparent that it 

would be very interesting to study the slow habituation of the new ideas in the 

students’ bodies and souls.  

 

The above issue came across in a different form during the final submission of the 

students’ exercises. In a couple of cases, the students were presenting very strong 

theses, meaning explicit Ethical stances, without the support of any theoretical 

background or bibliographic references. For example a student wrote:  

 
Spatial borders are created only by the people who live in the specific 
place. The borders that exist in their minds are the only borders that can 
keep people apart. Obviously a wall or any architectural element, can 
stop you, but not in the same way that we all stop these people [the 
immigrants]. Everyone has been an immigrant. …I do not wish to change 
anything in the site. I like it exactly as it is right now. I find the existing 
situation ‘convenient.’ Just like all of us. 
 

Such strong statements puzzled me very much especially because the particular 

student had not followed the requested submission criteria like the scale of the 

drawing or the length of the text. How should these very strong theses be evaluated 

when they lack the rigor that accompanied other less ambitious submissions. This 

problem can be a common case in any educational situation, regardless of the 

subject. Here, in the case of Ethics though, things are a bit more complicated. How 

can one declare of ‘teaching Ethics,’ and then evaluate the students according to hard 

work or text length, bibliographic referencing, and the scale of the drawing. 

Obviously a strong Ethical stance is far beyond these issues. Having acknowledged 

this contradiction, I finally decided to hold a rather moderate position by neither 

failing those students for not having submitted the requested material and neither 

give them a distinction for their strong thesis. I treated the issue similar to a studio 

case where a student has a strong concept that appears to be promising and fruitful, 

but finally remains underdeveloped - a promising and interesting concept, without 

having managed to be materialised in an elaborate way. 
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Finally, I would like to conclude these reflections about the course with some 

thoughts on its future development. If I would have the chance to teach the same 

course again, I would change the title and the obvious focus of the course and I 

would keep some distance from the topic of Ethics. I now sense that the decision to 

teach a course on Ethics was rather premature. The fact that I was very emotionally 

involved with the topic (having had just finish, at that point, the writing of the main 

body of the thesis) and being under great rush to set up a theoretical course, made the 

decision to ‘teach Ethics’ an obvious thing to do.  But as I tried to prove throughout 

this thesis teaching Ethics and teaching about Ethics are two different things. 

Apparently the course ‘Sections in the Ethics of Architecture’ was, to a large extent, 

teaching about Ethics: discussing definitions of Ethics, presenting moral theories and 

even talking about the silence of Ethics. But the course itself was not silent about it. 

When setting up the course, I am afraid that I did not fully follow my own suggestion 

to inhabit ethics. I treated the subject matter as a scientific body that could be 

dissected and delivered in consequent lectures.  

 

Taking on board the experience of teaching this course once, and having now some 

necessary distance from it, in the future I would attempt to teach the course 

differently. A possible way to do this would be by removing all the explicit and 

straightforward references to Ethics from the title and the lectures of the course, 

leaving in their place only allusions. Now, I find that it would be wiser to talk about 

Ethics, through something else. In this case, the topic of the section, still seems to be 

a very fruitful and exciting topic for further investigation. This topic that permeates 

every architectural activity has not been adequately researched in architectural 

scholarship, and this reveals a great potential which remains underdeveloped. Section 

is not only a tool of architectural representation, but mainly a way of thinking in 

architecture. This way of thinking describes issues of Ethics through architectural 

language. Section is the handling of a knife and for this, it is important for the 

students of architecture to understand the manipulation of this important tool, 

together with its philosophical premises. The comparison with human anatomy, as I 

have already described it, gives a plethora of such opportunities to refer to the history 

of human thought and, of course, to hint towards Ethics. Despite these changes in 
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this new course I would continue the practical attitude that asked from the students to 

draw (here, a section) despite the fact that it is a course falls in the conventional 

category of ‘theory.’ As I have argued throughout this thesis, trespassing the 

boundary between theory and praxis is fundamental in order to reconceptualize 

Ethics. In particular what is important is to cease seeing praxis from the point of 

view of theory, and instead initiate a conception of theory from the point of view of 

praxis. The practical character of this course asked from the students to translate 

theoretical issues to their native language of architectural representation. Despite the 

fact that the students seem puzzled in the beginning the final outcomes show 

promising potential. Asking the students to make an architectural proposal for the 

existing area of study could evolve this aspect even further. Moving from pure 

observation to the architectural necessity of having to make a proposal is one more 

step for committing to an Ethical response towards the area of study. In this sense, 

Ethics is being done instead of being theorised. 
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