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Insert the lay summary text here - the space will expand as you type.  

This thesis concerns how Muslim men were represented in the central medieval Latin 
texts, primarily from the twelfth century. By looking at chronicles, historical texts, from the 
Kingdom of Jerusalem, the Norman Kingdom of Sicily, and the Iberian Peninsula, all 
regions where there was a lot of interaction between Christians and Muslims a wide range 
of views can be found. Studying the portrayal of Muslims using ideas of gender, ethnicity, 
and religion means asking questions about how they were portrayed, how they acted and 
what roles they held. 
 
The chapters look at what terms were used to describe Muslims, positive portrayals of 
Muslims as valiant enemies, negative portrayals of Muslims as monstrous enemies, 
Muslims as friends and allies, and finally Muslims as servants, primarily the courtly 
eunuchs of medieval Sicily. This shows that there was not one way to portray Muslims in 
the medieval West, but many different models, partly depending on where they were 
written, but also within the same source. What is clear is that even if Muslims were not, by 
default, portrayed as effeminate or unmanly compared to the Christians, they were more 
open to corruption, which could result in failings in their masculinity. 
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