
Jameel Observatory for Food Security Early Action 
  

Tomorrow’s food insecurity and malnutrition in dry 
areas can be overcome today by early actions and 
solutions that increase the resilience and adaptive 
capacities of pastoralist communities facing climate 
threats. 
  
The Jameel Observatory combines the local 
knowledge and concerns of pastoral communities 
with innovations in data science and humanitarian 
action; teaming up to devise solutions that pastoral 
people can use to predict, prepare for and 
overcome climate-related food security and 
malnutrition challenges in dryland areas. 
 
Launching in Kenya and East Africa, our global 
community of practice unites data, science and 
practice for food-secure and resilient lives and 
livelihoods in drylands worldwide.  

 
 

Tomorrow’s food insecurity and malnutrition can 

be overcome today by early actions and solutions 

that increase the resilience and adaptive capacities 

of pastoralist communities.  

 

The Jameel Observatory combines the local 
knowledge and concerns of pastoral 
communities with innovations in data science 
and humanitarian action; teaming up to devise 
solutions that can predict, prepare for and 
overcome climate-related food security and 
malnutrition challenges in dryland areas. 

 

Launching in Kenya and partnering initially with 

communities in East Africa, our global community 

of practice unites data, science and practice for 

food-secure and resilient lives and livelihoods in 

drylands worldwide.  

 

Living in harsh and often remote environments, the lives and livelihoods of pastoralist and agro-
pastoralist communities in the drylands of East Africa are threatened by climate change.  
 
In the absence of reliable data and evidence, pastoral groups as well as other organizations that serve 
them struggle to determine where and how best to take action to ensure that pastoral communities are 
fully prepared for and are able to respond to climate-driven food security and nutrition shocks. 
Effectively predicting and addressing food security and malnutrition challenges requires: 
 
• Well-targeted, timely, and reliable information and data to better monitor and assess food and 

nutrition security and climate change threats to pastoral communities. 
 
• Appropriate data and information products and decision-support tools to decide when, where and 

how best to invest or intervene to achieve desired outcomes for pastoralists. 
 
• Effective data, information sharing and collaboration mechanisms to better coordinate the actions of 

many organizations. Until now, it has been very difficult to bring together research from various 
sectors such as livestock, soil, weather predictions, human geography and climate change to develop 
policies and protocols that can have positive and lasting impact for populations on the ground. 

 
 
The Jameel Observatory mobilises research and community capabilities, expertise and other assets, 
seizes the opportunities offered by advances in earth observation/data science and digital technologies 
and applications, uniting and applying them in real-life decision-making situations with potential to 
achieve outcomes. 

Our vision: Through early action, forecasting and preparedness, 
vulnerable pastoral and agro-pastoral communities in East Africa 

are food and nutrition secure in the face of climate change, now 
and in the future 
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The expertise we bring 

Our ‘land to lab’ model 

Connect, Collaborate, Capacitate, Communicate 
 
Based at the International Livestock Research Institute in Nairobi, Kenya, we are an international partnership 

led by the University of Edinburgh collaborating with the International Livestock Research 
Institute(ILRI), Save the Children, the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) and Community Jameel. 

 
We broker combinations and apply a demand model that harnesses and applies global and local expertise to 

tackle the local realities identified in and by communities facing food security threats. 
 

Get in touch: jameelobservatory.org  /  info@jameelobservatory.org 

 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/
https://www.ilri.org/
https://www.ilri.org/
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/?cid=pse-gp_A17038001-go_001-8B98797FQ&ppc=true&matchtype=e&s_keyword=save%20the%20children%20uk&adposition=&s_kwcid=AL!9048!3!382517921504!e!!g!!save%20the%20children%20uk&&ppc=true&matchtype=e&s_keyword=save%20the%20children%20uk&adposition=&gclid=Cj0KCQiA-aGCBhCwARIsAHDl5x_twKBRwDd8OWEyv5zlTq04kZwv_b-iqWF8_xjpy7EBZVDzfELKTnEaAoodEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/
https://www.communityjameel.org/en
https://jameelobservatory.org/
mailto:info@jameelobservatory.org

