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Appendix 1 Site descriptions 

Descriptions, maps and locations are given for all of the 19 bings in West Lothian at 
the time of writing (2004).  Bings 1-8 are the sites used for data collection and the 
remaining bings are referred to in this thesis.  The tabulated data are adapted from 
The Lothians Regional Survey and Plan (Development Department, 1966) and West 
Lothian Council Archive material (various dates).  Heights are adjusted to the 
nearest metre and areas to the nearest hectare.  Asterisks (*) denote bings where the 
height and altitude measurements are pre-management. 
The descriptive notes are compiled from a wide range of sources but mainly from 
John Sheldon (pers. comm.), West Lothian Council archives and observations noted 
during the 25 years I have lived in the county.  Information is patchy and incomplete, 
as it is more readily available for some bings than others.  The accompanying maps 
are adapted from the Multimap service (http://www.multimap.com).  Map 1 gives an 
overview of the position of the main bings used in this study. 
 

Site name Grid reference Close 

date 

Bing 

height 

Basal 

area 

Summit 

altitude 

Addiewell north NT (3)002 (6)631 1932 9m 12ha 180m 

Addiewell south NT (3)005 (6)627 1932 30m 30ha 210m 

Greendykes NT (3)087 (6)736 1925 95m 33ha 185m 

Drumshoreland north* NT (3)075 (6)700 1925 61m 26ha 180m 

Clapperton* NT (3)079 (6)697 1925 38m 11ha 160m 

Drumshoreland south* NT (3)078 (6)695 1925 61m 7ha 180m 

Oakbank NT (3)076 (6)664 1932 46m 13ha 175m 

Mid Breich NT (3)009 (6)646 1915 12m 4ha 145m 

Five Sisters NT (3)009 (6)641 1962 91m 17ha 240m 

Faucheldean NT (3)085 (6)742 1925 31m 9ha 120m 

Niddry* NT (3)097 (6)746 1961 61m 8ha 150m 

Albyn NT (3)085 (6)729 1925 46m 6ha 135m 

Green Bing* NT (3)070 (6)710 1920 61m 9ha 160m 

Stankards* NT (3)063 (6)711 1920 61m 10ha 160m 

Seafield NT (3)005 (6)667 1932 53m 12ha 200m 

Deans NT (3)015 (6)685 1946 76m 74ha 175m 

Philpstoun north NT (3)057 (6)769 1932 30m 10ha 100m 

Philpstoun south NT (3)056 (6)765 1932 53m 27ha 125m 

Bridgend NT (3)037 (6)758 1932 24m 12ha 125m 
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Map 1 The positions of the principal bings in relation to the towns and transport routes in West 
Lothian county.  
 

Addiewell north  (Map 2) lies next to the Breich Water, to the north of the B792 

between the towns of Addiewell and West Calder.  Extraction ceased in 1932 and the 

bing remained undisturbed for 50 years.  During this period natural colonisation by 

plants and animals began.  Reshaping work was carried out to prevent the bing from 

falling into the Breich Water and many thousands of native and other trees were 

planted to stabilise the soil (Collinson and McLean, 1997; WLC Archives).  This 

resulted in a diverse mosaic of habitats, demonstrating the processes of colonisation 

and succession on a sterile substrate.  In 1987 The Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) 

took responsibility for the management of Addiewell North bing from the (then) 

Lothian Regional Council (Collinson and McLean, 1997).  The management 

programme includes gradual removal of non-native species, mainly Pinus contorta 

Douglas ex. Louden (lodgepole pine) which were planted during the rehabilitation of 

the site, to make way for Populus tremula L. (aspen), Corylus  avellana L. (hazel), 

Quercus spp. (oak), Viburnum lantana L. (wayfarer) and Betula pendula  Roth 

(silver birch).    There is all year round public access to the site and SWT hold an 

annual open day to encourage and inform visitors (Collinson, 1997). 

Addiewell south  (Map 2) lies to the south of the B792 between the towns of 

Addiewell and West Calder.  The history of this bing is similar to its near neighbour, 
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Addiewell North.  From the time excavations ceased until 1990 the bing remained 

unmanaged and plant and animal colonisation occurred naturally.  In 1991 Lothian 

Region Council, in conjunction with the Scottish Development Agency began a one 

off, rehabilitation management plan on the site.  The plan included a general site 

clearance, drainage and fencing programme, maintenance of paths and landscaping.   

At the same time the main mineshaft was capped and there was extensive removal of 

blaes from the south and west sides of the site.  Approximately half the area (15.8ha) 

was ripped, fertilised and seeded using commercial grass seed mixtures (species not 

specified) and the remaining area was planted with several thousand trees and shrubs 

(mainly native species).  There is no record of any further management action (W. L. 

C. archives) but the cleared area has been designated as the site for a new prison 

(Edinburgh Evening News, 5th and 30th January 2004).  The remaining east and north 

section of the bing is an amenity site, used mainly by local residents for dog-walking 

and is owned by West Lothian Council.  

  
Map 2  Addiewell north and south bings  Map 3 From north to south: Niddry 

Faucheldean and Greendykes 
Greendykes also known as Broxburn bing (Map 3), is one of the largest and highest 

of the bings and lies to the south of the B8020 between Broxburn and Winchburgh.   

It is highly visible from the M8 motorway, making it one of the most conspicuous 

landmarks in the county.  The ownership of the bing is shared between West Lothian 

Council (south) and Hopetoun Estates (north).  There has been no active 
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management of the site since extraction in the area ended in 1925.  The site has open 

access and is popular with off road motor cyclists and mountain bikers.  This causes 

some localised erosion to the substrate, but on the whole the damage is limited to 

well defined paths.  Colonisation by plants and animals is wholly natural and in some 

areas is well developed. 

Drumshoreland north (Map 4) Blaes has been extracted from the north of this bing 

and there is currently (2004) considerable reshaping of the slopes to stabilise the 

remaining structure.  The vegetation at the base has mostly been undisturbed but has 

been removed from large areas of the middle slopes, top and plateau leaving new 

sites for colonisation. 

Clapperton (Map 4) was reshaped and planted by a private company shortly before 

the survey work for this study took place.  As with many managed sites the base 

vegetation remained undisturbed during the management. 

Drumshoreland south (Map 4) has recently  (1998/99) undergone considerable 

reshaping and planting. It now stands approximately 40 m high compared to its 

original 61m. 

 

Map 4 From north to south: Drumshoreland  Map 5 Oakbank 
north, Clapperton, and Drumshoreland south   
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Oakbank (Map 5) lies beside a small ex-mining village of the same name, situated 

toward the eastern boundary of the present (2004) political county of West Lothian, 

however it is on the north west boundary of Vice County 83, Midlothian. 

The shale bing at Oakbank contains 5 million cubic yards (3,825,000 cubic metres) 

of burnt shale in a heap with steep sides and a flat top (W L C archives).  The 

Oakbank bing was reclaimed for amenity use after 1988 by Lothian Regional 

Council and is now owned and maintained by West Lothian District Council.  A 

continuous band of woodland, from 25 m to 100 m wide, has been established in the 

middle to upper slopes using: 

1 .Woodland planting at 1x1 m density (Alnus glutinosa, Acer pseudoplatanus, 

Betula pendula, Corylus avellana, Crataegus monogyna, Fagus sylvatica, Fraxinus 

excelsior, Larix x eurolepis, Pinus sylvestris, Pinus contorta, Pinus nigra austriaca 

and Quercus petraea ). 

2. Edge planting at 1x1 m density (Corylus avellana, Crataegus monogyna, 

Ligustrum vulgare and Salix caprea) with central planting at 2x2 m density (Acer 

pseudoplatanus, Alnus glutinosa, Betula pendula and Prunus avium). 

There have been several small irregular areas (approximately one tenth of a hectare 

each) of tree and shrub seeding.  Grass and wild flower seed mix has been sown on 

the summit and three areas of lower slopes resulting in well established 

‘meadowland’.  There has been retention of existing vegetation on the steep north 

and west facing slopes of the River Almond valley immediately below the bing 

proper (W. L. C. archives). 

Mid Breich (Map 6) is the smallest remaining shale bing in West Lothian.  It has 

been unused since before 1915 (Ordnance Survey, 1915) and has not been reclaimed 

or planted since that time.  It is situated just inside the south boundary of the 

botanical vice county of West Lothian between the River Almond and Murieston 

Water.  The bing was originally conical with a rounded summit, however a large area 

of the south side of the bing has been excavated at some stage in its history leaving 

behind a horseshoe shaped structure.  As the vegetation in and around this excavated 

area is well established, including some birch woodland, the bing has almost 

certainly not been managed for at least 50 years.  Some areas at the base of the bing 

have been used as dumping areas for large items of household and garden refuse, and 
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there is a ‘graveyard’ for dead buses nestling against the western perimeter.  This has 

all added to the diverse vegetation that has developed over this fascinating little bing. 

Map 6 Mid Breich and Five Sisters 
 

Five Sisters (Map 6), also known as Westwood Bing is the most striking of all the 

bings.  Its five symmetrical peaks tower over the surrounding landscape and are 

clearly visible from Livingston, more than 5 miles away.  The bing is in open 

agricultural land between Breich Water and the B7015.  It has remained unmanaged 

since the closure of the mine workings but vegetation is still sparse on most of its 

slopes.  It is however host to ‘mountaineering’ cattle that regularly lumber over its 

multiple summits. 

Faucheldean (Map 3) has protected status because of the colonisation of the bing by 

several locally rare species of orchids and stag’s – horn clubmoss.  It lies north of the 

B8020 on the outskirts of Winchburgh, opposite the much larger Greendykes bing. 

Niddry (Map 3) is located east of Winchburgh between the M9 and the railway.   

Blaes is currently (2004) being extracted from this bing.  The ruins of Niddry Castle 

nestle at its base.  This was where Mary Queen of Scots spent her first night of 

freedom after her daring escape from imprisonment in Loch Leven Castle (Keay and 

Keay, 1994). 
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Albyn (Map 3) can be found north of Broxburn where the Union Canal is bridged by 

the B8020.  Most of it was removed, to raise the road over the canal and allow clear 

access for barges and pleasure boats, as part of the “Millennium Link” between the 

Union, and Forth and Clyde canals. 

The Green Bing is on the outskirts of Pumpherston, one of the larger ex-mining 

towns in West Lothian.  The bing is situated on the south side of the A89 (this was 

the main highway from Edinburgh to Glasgow before the advent of the M8 

motorway).  When extraction ceased in 1920 it stood 61 m high and covered 9 ha but 

was partly demolished and the shale used as landfill material for new housing estates 

in Broxburn (1999/2000).  Its ‘remains’ are currently being reshaped and seeded.  

Stankards is immediately adjacent to the Green Bing and has been remodelled, 

seeded and planted for use as an amenity area for the residents of nearby housing 

estates.  Stankards covers 9.7 ha and its summit is now approximately 150 m above 

sea level, the height of the bing having been reduced to approximately 30 m since it 

was last used in 1920. 

Seafield is situated north of the A705 and the village of Seafield.  The bing site has 

been used by the local council for tipping household refuse at various times since 

1959 and sewage sludge between 1989-90.  Reclamation plans were drawn up in 

1991 but the proposed work was never carried out. 

Deans covers the largest area of all the remaining bings in West Lothian although it 

is not the highest.  The bing is south of the M8, west of Deans, Livingston.  It is now 

almost unnoticeable with rolling slopes covered in grass and scrub that look like a 

'natural' land feature. It is now home to Deans bus depot. 

Philpstoun north is situated 500 m east of the village of Philpstoun, between the 

railway line and the Union Canal, west of the B8046.  This is the furthest north of the 

West Lothian bings. 

Philpstoun south lies across the canal from its smaller namesake. 

Bridgend can be found between the villages of Bridgend and Kingscavil on the north 

bank of the Haugh Burn. 

 

 

 


