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Appendix One 

Site catalogue 

FORMAT OF CATALOGUE ENTRIES 

Most site catalogues provide no more than a few lines of Information per site (for example, 
Hope Simpson st Dickinson 1979; Siriopoülou 1995). The aim Is usually extensive and 

complete coverage. Here the scope is rather more restricted. Only sites that might be dated 

MH-LHII and which fall within the modem nömos (county) boundaries for Messinfa, Lakonia 

and Ilia are Included, and only those sites which seem to be funerary In nature. This Includes one 

or two sites that are primarily settlement sites but which have associated burials. 

In general each entry covers architectural details as well as stratigraphy (where any information 

is available). Each entry also attempts to reconstruct from the excavation report what was found 

at each site. Without detailed contextual information this often amounts to reconstructing 

context from narrative details - and here 'context' can only be broadly defined. Given the 

emphasis throughout this thesis of material culture (including architecture) as an actively 

constituted element of practice, the recovery of context for material culture is of central 
importance to interpretation. 

Each catalogue entry is structured under the following headings: 

" Heading and site number. 

" 1: 200,000 map reference: since I have visited as many of these sites as possible, and as 
many of them are difficult to find, directions are Included for the benefit of future 

researchers. Older publications (for example, the Gazetteer: Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson 
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1979) make reference to the 1: 100,000 map produced by the British during the war; but 

many village names have changed, and the 1: 200,000 series is much more up to date with 
roads. Moreover, the 1: 200,000 series is the smallest scale map which the public may buy 
freely in Athens. A complete set is maintained in the library of the British School at Athens. 

" Description: a one line description of the relevant elements at the site. 

" Directions: where I have visited the site, I provide here complete directions, usually assuming 
that one is using a car. 

" References: these are to primary work at the site, either excavation or survey; also included 

are wider surveys such as the Gazetteer (Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson 1979) or the work of 
the University of Minnesota Messenia Expedition (McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1961,1964, 

1969). References are not given to work on the site that Is not primary (for example Pelon's 

thesis: 1976). Where more complete reference is required, it may be found for work before 

1979 by checking the reference in the Gazetteer (Hope Simpson 8z Dickinson 1979); the 

recent catalogue produced by Siriopoülou (1995) contains references up to 1995. 

" Publication: this entry is Intended to give the reader an Immediate feel for how well the site 
is published, and what sort of report comments are based on. Categories are obviously 

subjective and open to question, and may not be rigorously applied; they are intended only 
to give an idea of the nature of the main reports: 

" short final - an excavation that has been reported on briefly, typically in a journal. 

" detailed final - full publication, usually in monograph form. 

" short preliminary -a short notice of a site and its excavation in a preliminary report. 

" detailed preliminary - longer preliminary reports with more detail. 

" survey - typically a one or two paragraph note of the discovery of the site during 

survey, with no later excavation (or no published note of excavation). Where 

Intensive sampling has been carried out, this is noted. 

" Excavation: a brief note of excavation history. 

" Setting: location of site in relation to geography and site topography. 

" Architecture: description of excavated architectural features. 

" Finds: description of contexts of finds, and finds, including burials. 

" Chronology: discussion of dating evidence for the site. 

" Comments: these are usually restricted to brief discussions of controversial or unusual aspects 
of the site; not interpretations of practice at the site, which are to be found in the main text 

of the thesis. 
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Finikoünda 1 
1: 200,000 map reference: Finikoünda is -1 ̂ 54'40"e 36^48'40"n Messinfa. 

Description: the antiquities near the modem village Include a probable burial mound, a 
settlement site, and a possible tholos tomb. 

Directions: see illustration 12, McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1961,248) but note that on 
their sketch, B is the area of the mound and C is the tholos tomb (there are mistakes In the 
text). 

References: McDonald st Hope Simpson (1961,247-248); Ylaloüris (1967,207); Hope 

Simpson 8T Dickinson (151); Korres (1982a, 231). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: a burial mound was supposedly located on one of the hills behind the village (B on 
McDonald 81 Hope-Simpson's illustration 12), and a simple statement by Ylalodris ('An Intact 

mound was noted in the region of Finikoünda') may confirm Its existence. It was not apparent 
when I visited the area in 1994. A destroyed tholos tomb was thought to be located at the 
headland (marked C on McDonald st Hope-Simpson's illustration 12; A1.1.3). 

Architecture: the mound ('possible prehistoric burial mound') is not at all described by 
McDonald 8t Hope Simpson or by Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson. In the area of the tholos tomb, 
McDonald 8t Hope Simpson noted ̀ large squared blocks'. These may have disappeared through 

recent terracing operations; I noted a possible lintel block, visible dimensions about 2m x1m 
(Al. /. 4). 

Finds: none. 

Chronology: no information. 

Comments: none. 
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Al. 1.4. Possible lintel of tiiuloý tunii,. Stale: 2m. 



Evangelismös 2 
1: 200,000 map reference: Meth6ni is -2.1'e 36^49'20"n Messinfa. 

Description: MH burial mound. 

Directions: said to be 1.4km along the road from Meth6ni toward the village of Evangelismds, 

just after the turning to 'Finiki'. It Is above and to the left of the road, damaged by a track. 

References: Korres (1982a, 231). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: dissected country above the coast. 

Architecture: the mound has been damaged by a road cutting, leaving less than half of the 

monument intact. The surviving height is about Im, and diameter about perhaps about 5m. 
Little architectural is visible in the section. 

Finds: middle helladic pottery Is evident, along with much later (Hellenistic? ) material. 

Chronology: middle helladic. 

Comments: I only had a few moments to look at this monument and did not record any 
specific observations. 
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Nisakoüli (Methýni) 3 
1: 200,000 map reference: Methöni is -2°0'45"e 36^49'20"n Messinfa. 

Description: 'middle helladic' altar closely associated with burials; pithos burial amid 
habitation. 

Directions: Nisakoüli Is a tiny Island located In the southeast of the bay of Meth6nl, about 
300m from the east cliff shore of the bay. 

References: Horemis (1969b); Anonymous (1992), Spondili (1992) and Kaziänis (1996). 

Kraft ex Aschenbrenner (1977) discuss the geomorphology of the island and the bay of 
Methbni. McDonald ez Hope Simpson (1969,153-154); Hope Simpson at Dickinson (1979, 

152). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: excavations on the island were briefly carried out by Horemis: he excavated an 

area of 171 m2, apparently In a single T-shaped trench measuring 15m north to south and 15m 

along its central east-west axis (calculated from A1. J3). The fill was only 20cm to 40cm 

deep, as can be seen In Horemis' photographs (for example, A1... 5, Al. J6), and this in 

combination with the discovery by McDonald at Hope Simpson of late helladic sherds suggests 
that later remains may have been eroded. There is little Information as to where on the island 

the trench was situated ('the top of the island') and how much of the surface area 171 m2 

might represent; I have not had to opportunity to visit the Island. In recent years a major 

underwater excavation project, largely unreported, has been uncovering the remains of a middle 
helladic village or town between Nisakoüll and the coast. 

Setting: Kraft & Aschenbrenner (1977,25-26 st 33-34) describe the island as 50m north to 

south and 70m east to west, 13.2m above sea level (Al .. T 1-2). The island is formed of thick 
layers of sandstone. They postulate that the island is subject to intense erosion, and once 
formed the point of a promontory which had disappeared into the sea by the middle ages, 
either through erosion, rising sea level, or both. They report the depth of water around the 
island as 1.3m. 
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Architecture: in the east central part of the trench Horemis found what he took to be an altar 
(Al . 26), and the remains of several burials. The altar was formed of a dog-leg wall, not joined 

at the angle (so really two walls, both about 1.3m long and surviving to three or four courses of 
flat stones). Three graves lie between the altar and another construction (Al.. T. 5), a building 

which had mostly eroded into the sea. 

Finds: within the altar were stones, bones, tusks and deer horns, all showing signs of burning, 

black soil that Horemis also took as burned, and pottery fragments (matt painted, black minyan, 

grey minyan, dark on light and adriatic) which Horemis suggested were late middle helladic 

(Al. J7-8). No stratigraphy was reported, but this mass presumably represents the remains of 

a number of fires. The discovery of part of a double cup (Al.. 37) was taken to indicate a 

sacred character; but otherwise the only evidence that this structure is an altar is the burned 

organic material and its obvious proximity to the burials. 

One burial pithos was found (Al... 4), a second burial was contracted in a pit, and a third pit 
is mentioned, full of bones along with bits of iron which suggest it should date much later. 

Burial pithos sherds had been collected from the island two years previously. 

Of the recent underwater excavations little is known, but a child's burial in a pithos is 

mentioned by Spondiii and Kaziänis. 

Chronology: middle helladic; Howell (1992,76 and 78) mentions without any context or 
detail that MHII and MHIII pottery has been found on the Island. 

Comments: the child's burial excavated in recent years may well correspond to similar burial 

practices noted at other sites such as 37: Mälthl or 57: Ayos Stefanos; that Is, a burial located 

within settlement, or within an area recently used for settlement. The burials noted on Nisakoüli 

Itself are located at a point that would have been the highest point of the town on the seaward 

side. This, and the existence of the possible altar, may well Indicate that they were placed In an 

unusual position. 
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A 1.3. I. NisakouIi looking southwest. 1t ehistoric habitation lies between the island and the coast. 
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A 1.3.4. Grave pithos. 
After Horemis 1969, figure 1. 
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A1.3.3. General plan of excavated trench (after Horemis 1969, plan 1). 

A 1.3.5. Building I. After Horemis 1969, figure 7. 
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A 1.3.6. The iu, t ., i<< excavation (after Horemis 1969, figure 6). 

1969, figure 2). 
A1.3.7. Fragment of double cup, from 
altar deposits. After Horemis 1969, 
figure 5. 



Mesohori Gdhiti Rahi 4 
1: 200,000 map reference: Mesohöri is -1 °59'45"e 36°52'45"n Messinfa. 

Description: one or two possible mounds. 

Directions: Leaving Mesoh6ri and heading south, after about 500m a track runs off to the 

right. After a very short distance (about 200m) a small ridge is visible south of the track. The 

mound is presumably that visible on top of this crest. A destroyed church is located nearby, to 

the north. 

References: McDonald 8z Hope Simpson (1961,247; 1969,152); Hope Simpson & 

Dickinson (1979,150). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated 

Setting: the mound is set on the crest of a low ridge. The sea is visible along with a large area 

of the surrounding fertile ridgeland. 

Architecture: the mound is described as being eroded and partly fallen into the ravine, about 
15m diameter and 2m high. When i visited the site in 1996, while seeming quite well defined 

on top of the ridge, the mound was small (visible diameter less than 10m; A1.4.1). Further 

erosion may well have occurred since McDonald 8t Hope-Simpson's visit. 

About 100m further along the track there is another mound on the right side of the road. Its 

dimensions are very roughly 30m x 15m x 2.5m; there is a trench roughly in the centre, fairly 

new, about the same size as that on the first mound. There is other evidence of digging. The 

sections in the trench show that the upper part of the mound at least Is made of earth and small 

stones. No anthropogenic material was seen. 

Finds: In published reports all of the pottery fragments found were middle helladic, although 

pithos was not noted. When I visited the site no artefacts or bones were visible. A trench about 
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Imx0.5m x 0.7m had been dug on the west side, but again no artefactual or bone material 

was evident. 

Chronology: middle helladic. 

Comments: neither pithos nor covering slabs, the usual criteria for identifying middle helladic 

burial mounds in the publications of McDonald 8z Hope-Simpson, were noted: it is therefore 

possible that the character of this site is unrelated to burial. 
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A 1.4.1. Mesohöri mound. 



Yalova Paleohori 5 
1: 200,000 map reference: Yälova is -2.1'20"e 36.57'n Messinfa. 

Description: four possible tholos or burial mounds. 

Directions: the mounds are said to be 500m east of the west end of the 'Dhappia' (or 

Kanönia? ) ridge, rising above Yälova, and on a parallel ridge to the north. 

References: McDonald ex Hope Simpson (1961,242); Hope Simpson & Dickinson (1979, 

142). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: the'Dhappia' ridge rises Immediately to the east of the village of Y3lova. To the west 
lies coastal plain, ridgeland to the north, and a small valley to the south: the point is quite 

conspicuous, but the exact location of the monuments In question is unknown to me. 

Architecture: no information. 

Finds: none. 

Chronology: no information. 

Comments: the mounds are merely mentioned In an entry dealing primarily with an LHIII 

settlement site, and do not seem to have been visited by McDonald 8t Hope-Simpson. 
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Pila 6 
1: 200,000 map reference: Ph is -1 °59'e 36°57'n Messinfa. 

Description: a probable middle helladic burial mound. 

Directions: travelling west from Pila, take a dirt road on the right leading to the foot of the 
'Dhappla' or Kanbnia ridge at Its eastern end and climb to the top. It Is said to be 120m west- 

northwest of the Vigles site. 

References: McDonald & Hope Simpson (1969,149); Hope Simpson ex Dickinson (1979, 

141-142). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: the probable location of the mound is the top of the ridge at its eastern end. There 

are very clear views of the coastland north and south, including all of Navarino (Al . 6.1), while 

the land to the east Is higher dissected ridgeland and visibility Is restricted. The point could be 

regarded as liminal between the coastal plain and the inland plateau. 

Architecture: the mound was described as a knoll whose ploughed centre revealed hard white 

clay above stones. The summit of the east end of the ridge, where there is a very slightly raised 

area with ploughed white material (perhaps stone rather than clay) scattered around, is a likely 

spot for the mound (Al . 6.2); If so, it has been completely ploughed away. 

Finds: bones and pithos fragments were observed by McDonald 8t Hope-Simpson; In the area I 

Identified as likely to have been the location of the mound, no material was visible, although a 

single piece of eroded bone could be observed in the ground. Much of the surrounding area is 

thinly scattered with sherds. 

Chronology: middle helladic. 

Appendix One 6: Pila 294 



Comments: I am not clear that I have indeed located the mound described in the publication. 

The mounds of this site and 5: Yälova Paleohori seem to have been located at opposite ends of 

the ridge. See further comments in postscript, page 851. 

A 1.6.1. View from western end of ridge to Bay of Navarino. 
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A1 . 6.2. Possible location of destroyed mound. 



Dhiödhia & Strefi 7 
1: 200,000 map reference: the village is -1 °51'l 5"e 37°4'45"n Messinia. 

Description: tholos tomb at Dhlödhla; unexcavated tholos at Strefi; one other likely tholos. 

Directions: I have not visited this site. Said to be 1.2km south of Dhi6dhia at 'Pourn3ria'. 

Strefi tholos 500m south at'Garalovoüni'. Another mound ('Armakädhia') lies In between. 

References: Arapoyiänni 1992,1996; Hatzf-Spiliopoülou (1990,1992a, 1995); McDonald 

ex Hope Simpson (1969,156); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson (1979,157). 

Level of publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: the tholos at Dhißdhia was excavated by the Eforia; the Strefi sites are 

unexcavated - the Garaiovoüni tholos was attacked by tomb robbers in 1992. 

Setting: no information. 

Architecture: the chamber of the Dhi6dhia tholos was 4.2m In diameter and Its preserved 
height was 2m. The stomion was up to 2.2m long. The stomion was blocked on the outside by 

a wall 1.95m high and 1.15m wide. The dromos was damaged by a road cutting. The 

unexcavated tholos at Strefi Garalovoüni may be up to 8m In diameter. The Armakädhia 

mound is said to be 'low'. 

Finds: between twelve and fifteen Individuals' remains were noted within the Dh16dhIa tholos, 
including articulated skeletons and collections of bones. Finds included pottery and bronze 

artefacts (razor, knives and pins). Bronze age sherds were collected at Garalovoüni. Sherds of 
bronze age and Hellenistic and Roman date were collected from Annakädhia. 

Chronology: The date of the Dh16dhIa tholos is given as'LHI-IIA to LHIIIA-B' (Arapoyi3nni) 

or `LHI-111A' (Hatzi-Spillopoülou). The other sites are undated save 'bronze age'; LHIII sherds 
were collected from Garalovoüni in earlier surveys. 

Comments: the three published items on the excavated tholos tomb are extremely brief. 
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Handhrinoü Kissos 8 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1 ̂ 54'40"e 36^57'30"n Messinfa. 

Description: burial mound of middle helladic (? ) and Mycenaean date. 

Directions: The position of the village of Handhrinod is marked in the central Messenlan 

landscape by the conical hill of Profitis Iljas. The location of the site is said to be about 300m 

southeast of the main road (Hope Simpson and Dickinson 1979,138). Approaching from the 

west, drive through the village and turn right onto a red ash track at a very sharp bend at the 

end of the village. This will take you most of the way. The mound is located at the very edge of 
the ravine separating cultivated land here from the hill, and leading toward the village. 

References: Marinätos (1966); McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1969,151); Hope Simpson 8z 
Dickinson (1979,138); Korres (1975b, 95); Lßlos (1985,160). 

Publication: short preliminary'. 

Excavation: the mound was excavated by Marinätos in a single season. 

Setting: to the east lies relatively flat land (Al. 8.7), now cultivated, but to the west or 

southwest the mound looks upon the conical hill of Profitis Was (Al. 8.1, Al. 8.6), a landmark 

visible from large areas of the central Messenian plateau. The mound is separated from the hill 
by a ravine (Al. 8.5), and it is balanced on the edge of a precipitous drop. 

Architecture: at the time of excavation the mound was 12m in diameter and estimated to 
have originally been between 3m and 4m in height (plan, A1.8.8). It contained four or 
perhaps five burial structures (the uncertainty is due to damage caused to the mound by the 
landowner Immediately prior to excavation). These structures are of uncertain form, but each 
consists of one or more layers of stone forming a sub-rectangular or sub-circular peribolos. 

'Marinätos subtitled his report ' Optatti h8 jiloalci rnS' - 'final publication'. The report, about 500- 
600 words In length, while admittedly having more than the usual quota of drawings and photographs, 
can hardly be said to meet the standards required of a final publication, even In 1966. 
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The nature of these constructions is unclear. Hope Simpson 8& Dickinson compare the mound 

and the graves with mound A at 10: Gouvalärl, Implying that the grave peribolol might be the 

remains of collapsed small tholos tombs. The excavator does not raise this possibility In his 

report, and in general the structures seem too superficial to constitute tholos foundations, 

although the possibility at the moment cannot be excluded. 'Grave peribolos B', for example, 
looks like a small bounded platform (like the 'mounds' of 43: Käto Samikö KlidhI, which might 
later have been covered by the upper section of the mound. The question of the nature of these 

constructions Is complex, and cannot be fully resolved on the basis of the Information currently 

available. 

'Grave peribolos A' survived in part only, having been damaged by the landowner, but the 

section that survived (A1.8.9-10) seems to show two layers of stones with earth and material 

culture remains In between. The lower stone layer Is flat and might seem to form a floor, while 

the upper stone layer Is curving, rising from the ̀ floor' level at the sides to a low height In the 

middle (perhaps 50cm or so), forming an arc. It Is therefore possible that a platform of stone 

was used, perhaps for burials, although no bone was found In the portion of A that remained 

intact, and then covered with earth and stone to form a small, low mound. 

'Grave peribolos B' seems to have been the largest, measuring about 3.5m by 2m; It was not 
fully excavated. One photograph in particular (Al. 8.12) shows that the peribolos Is clearly a 
built wall, but the stones within the peribolos could equally have fallen or be part of some kind 

of covering. One large stone was present in the northern section. 

'Grave peribolos r' (Al. 8.13-14) seems circular, with diameter about 1.5m, although the 

excavator described it as 'rectangular'. This ephemeral construction may have consisted of one 

or two layers of stones outlining a sub-round or sub-rectangular pit. 

`Grave peribolos A' (A1. ß. 16-17) was only partly preserved, and Is the least described or 
illustrated in terms of Its architecture. Again, It may simply have been a stone-lined pit. 

Marinätos excavated an area between constructions I- and A (Al. 8.22), and on the basis of 

the presence of some small stone slabs inferred a clst grave once containing the burial of a child; 

no remains were found to substantiate this. 
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Finds: the fill of 'grave peribolos A' contained a goblet, a piriform jar and four alabastra 

(Al. 8.12)2. Three of the alabastra and the piriform jar are said to have been located against 

the wall, perhaps represented In the section drawing (Al. 8.9). A weight or spindle is also 

noted; no bones were found. 

'Grave peribolos B' was found to contain very little material: In the eastern half there were 

scattered and broken human bones In three distinct layers down to a depth of 60cm, but no 

pottery or artefact was found (the grave was not completely excavated). In the western section 

there was a jaw of a calf. 

In 'grave peribolos I'' two layers of disarticulated skeletal material were noted, each 

representing the remains of a single individual, the lower burial apparently later, cutting through 

that above. At the feet of the lower burial were a beaked jug and a cup. Two other jugs, not 

mentioned in the report, are illustrated (Al. 8.14-15). 

'Grave peribolos A' was only partly preserved, but against Its short north side It held the largest 

number of items. The stratigraphy or distribution of finds Is not described (save A1.8.16), but 

the bones are again said to have been in disorder. Six small pots were illustrated (A1.8.18), 

and a bronze knife was said to have come from the destroyed section of this grave. 

Besides the finds within the 'grave periboloi', there were three pithos burials In the mound. One 

of the pithol was destroyed by the landowner, but the other two were found in situ near the 

centre of the mound (A1.8.19). The relationship between the pithol and the stone structures 
Is unclear; It may be that the pithol were originally laid In pits with stone outlines at surface 
level, as is perhaps suggested by the plan (Al. 8.8); or It may be that the stone structures 

simply post-date the pithol. The larger pithos, pithos E, was not fully excavated and Its content 
Is unknown, but the smaller pithos, Z, Is thought to have been about 70cm high and contained 

the bones of a single Individual (Al. 8.20-21). Marinätos comments on the difficulty of 

placing a corpse in such a small pot, and noted that the skull was excavated resting on the feet. 

It seems at least possible that the corpse had already decomposed when It was placed In the 

pot, or else that the corpse was dissected In order to place It inside. 

2 In the text of his report, Marinätos refers to three alabastra, along with a fourth alabastron and another 
pot collected by the landowner. In his sketch of the section through peribolos A (Al. 8.9), three alabastra 
and the piriform jar appear to be represented. 
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Chronology: the ceramic evidence suggests a date range LHIIA-IIIA2/B (LÖlos). The question 

of the date of the pithoi has not been addressed. The contents of grave A probably represent 

only LHIIA material, and grave r is also likely to date to LHII; the contents of grave A are 
later, but may contain one or two earlier Items. If the pithol date to LHII or Ill, then the 

evidence would suggest a construction date of LHII for the mound, with later reuse; If the pithol 

are earlier, then they presumably date the mound, and the stone constructions would be 

secondary. 

Comments: the late date suggested for this mound sets it aside from other excavated burial 

mounds in the region and from the general assumption that funerary construction of LHII are 
likely to be tholol or perhaps chamber tombs. Excavation is incomplete and there is every 

possibility that the foundation date for this mound should be earlier. 

There is a number of poorly understood funerary monuments in the area of Handhrinoü: 

"A mound at Ael3ki, 1 km east of Kissös, was noted by Marinätos (1966,121) but not 

excavated. He felt that it had been badly damaged by erosion and the plough, but that it 
had contained cist graves of the middle helladic period. 

" At 'Ayos Athanäsios Handhrinod' another middle helladic mound was noted In 1971, 

damaged by a mechanical excavator. This mound Is also unexcavated (Karaydrga 1971). 

" In the Village of Handrinöu Itself, McDonald and Hope Simpsonwere informed (1961,245) 

that a tumulus had existed before the second world war, but had since been destroyed. The 

villagers had seen bones. 

"A small tholos tomb was excavated In the late sixties at a place called Yenitsarl, outside the 

village of Piatanövrisi near Handhrinoü, by Horemis (1968,156; 1969a, 145). With a 
diameter of 2.1 m, It was very small Indeed; nothing was apparently found Inside, but at least 

three other such tombs went unexcavated nearby. There were Mycenaean surface sherds 
around the tombs, but the excavator preferred to place it in the protogeometric period on 
the analogy of tombs at Karpoföra (30: Nih6ria). The excavation and publication of this 
tomb was extremely cursory. 

The excavation and study of these monuments, as well as completion of the excavation of 
Kissös, would allow for an understanding of the mound and its place in the local context. 
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A 1.8.1. View of mound from east. 
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A1.8.2. View of mound from north. 
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A1 . 8.5. View trom top of I'rotitis Ilias northwest to coast. Foregrounj: 
Background: Bay of Navarino. 
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A 1.8.8. Plan of mound after excavation. After Marin3tos 1966, figure 2. 
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A 1.8.7. View east from mound. 
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A1 . 8.9. Section through 'grave peribolos A'. After Marinätos 1966, figure 3. 
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1 . ü. I U. ', rave peribolos A' under excavation. After Mauinitos 1966, plate I02u. 
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A 1.8.11. 'Grave peribolos A'. Pottery found-in the excavation. After Marinatos 1966, plates II Oa 8z 
l lop. 



A 1.8.12. 'Grave peribolos B'. After 
Marin3tos 1966, plate 102ß. 

Of 

A1.8.13. Plan of 'grave peribolos I'. After Marinätos 1966, figure 4 
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A I. 8.14. 'Grave peribolos r. After Marinitos 1966, plates 103a & I03ß. 
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A 1.8.16. 'Grave peribolos A'. After Marinätos 1966, figure 5. 
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A 1.8.15. Pottery from 'grave peribolos I". After Marinätos 1966, plates II Oa & 110y. 



A 1.8.17. 'Grave Peribolos 
A'. After Marinätos 1966, 
plate 104ß. 

A 1.8.18. Pottery from 
'grave Peribolos A'. After 
Marini tos 1966, plates 
1 1lß and 11 ly. 

A1. ß. 19. PithoiE81 Zin 
situ. After Marin3tos 
1966, plate 105a. 
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Al. 8.20. Plan of pithos Z. After Marin3tos 1966, figure 6. 
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Karatsadhes Loutro 9 
1: 200,000 map reference: approximately -1 °42'30"e 37°15'50"n Messinfa. 

Description: middle helladic graves. 

Directions: '800m east of Loutro and immediately north of the Xerias river' (Hope Simpson 

& Dickinson); 'ca. 500 m. E-SE of Loutro, in an olive grove ... a very tricky spot to locate' 

(McDonald 8t Hope-Simpson). 

References: McDonald 8z Hope Simpson (1961,235); Hope Simpson et Dickinson (1979, 

170). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: no information (I have not visited this site). The graves are amid a settlement site 

covering about 200m x 200m. 

Architecture: a number of cist graves was exposed in 1947 by stream diversion, but these had 

since been covered again. One cist was drawn by McDonald & Hope Simpson (Al . 9.1), 

showing the use of both pithos fragments and stone in its construction. Other casts were said to 
have been covered by stone slabs. 

Finds: pithos fragments and bones. 

Chronology: EH-MH. 

Comments: none. 
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KARATSADHES " (LOUTRO). SECTION OF TOMB 

0 50 100 Centimetres 

Al. 9.1. Sketch of section through one tomb from the site. After McDonald ez Hope Simpson 1961, 
illustration 6. 
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Koukounara Gouvalari 10 
1: 200,000 map reference: Koukoun3ra village Is -1 °57'40"e 36 °58'20"n Messinla. 

Description: a large middle helladic and early Mycenaean cemetery with at least seven 
funerary mounds, and two tholoi in a mound separated from these. Three excavated mounds 

contain one, three and ten tholos tombs respectively. Part of a series of sites ranged along the 
Pot3mi tou Arapi, sites 10-13. 

Directions: from Kremmidhia village, first follow directions to 13: Kamfnia, then follow the 

road roughly southward. Shortly the road becomes unpaved. Carrying on should bring you to 

the site, although It Is very easy to get lost: keep the river gorge to your right. Gouval3ri is 

clearly marked in the relatively flat landscape by the presence of a large round tree, many times 

taller than the surrounding olives: the tree can be used as a guide. An alternative approach from 

the opposite direction Involves crossing the Potäml tou Aräpi from Koukounära village (see the 

directions for 12: Fities to Livadhiti) and going as far as Fides. From here the only option is to 

walk parallel to the edge of the Potämi. Again the large tree will act as a guide to the position of 

the site. 

The archaeological area lies within the land of Mr K. Koukfs, who has enclosed his land with 

thick hedges. Those without official permission from the Eforfa In Olimbfa may well be turned 

away. 

Once there, Korns' mound A is located just to the north of the house and very close to the 

track. It is not clearly visible since it is now covered with dense undergrowth. MarinMtos' two 

tholol are located close to the edge of the gorge. Only the larger is easily visible and accessible, 

the smaller again is overgrown. At least one other mound, complete with clear signs of (recent) 

excavation, is visible between these thoioi and mound A; I did not have the opportunity to walk 

the area thoroughly. 

The small tholos tomb Poliä Dhendhra Is not on Mr Koukfs' land. From the large tree, walking 

approximately In a line perpendicular to the Pot3ml, It Is about 100m-200m, located In the 

ground at a field edge, unmarked and difficult to locate. 
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References: Marinätos (1958,1959,1960,1961,1963); Korres (1974,1975a, 1975b). 
McDonald and Hope Simpson (1961,244; 1969,150), Hope Simpson at Dickinson (1979, 
139). 

Publication: short preliminary for all except mound A, tombs 4-10 (detailed preliminary). 

Excavation: Marin3tos excavated the two larger tholol over several seasons, and investigated 

two other mounds, excavating one and abandoning the other. A third mound was opened by 

the landowner around this time. MarinMtos also excavated the Polia Dhendhra tholos. Korres 

excavated two mounds. 

Setting: no plan of the archaeological area has been published, and my two visits were (of 

necessity) brief, and so the topographic relationships between the monuments is largely 

unknown. However the general area in which they are set is quite clear. The defining 

geographical feature is the gorge of Potimi tou Aräpl, or Gouval3rl, a stream bed carved deeply 

into the bed rock and forming a largely impassable feature. The two larger tholos tombs are set 
in a mound that is itself set on the highest point of land on the east side of the gorge. From the 

edge of the gorge eastward the land drops in a low 'valley' or dell and they rises again at the 

edge of the archaeological area (perhaps about 250m distance). On this further edge is set 
mound A. The positions of other mounds within the area are unknown, save that i observed 

one on the 'valley' floor. 

The gorge appears to be a complete barrier to east-west communication at this point and for 

some distance north and south; it cuts a swathe through this area of the Messenian landscape. 
The two larger tholoi sit opposite an early Mycenaean akropolis on the other side, where 
Marin3tos excavated evidence for habitation In the form of apsidal structures. Unless some sort 
of wooden or rope bridge were employed to span the 30-40m gap, a long walk would have 
been necessary to move from one side to the other'. Other sites (11: Akönes, 12: Fities to 
Londariti, and 13: Kaminia) are located along this landscape feature. 

' It is about 2 hours from Koukounära village to the site by crossing the gorge near 12: Fltl&s. 
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Architecture: 

Mound A 

The mound is located at the edge of the flat land, about 20m west-southwest of the large tree, 

constructed on the side of the slope, so that Its height Is not apparent from the east side, and 
today it Is easy to miss. The published plan (Al. fa 1) Indicates a diameter of about 30m east 
to west and about 18m north to south. Some part of the mound at least is to be found at a 
lower level, the western tombs located downslope from the eastern ones. A stretch of walling 

perhaps originally part of a peribolos (6.1m long, 55cm wide and 50cm high; A1.10.34) and 
located north of tomb 3 would appear, from Its arc, not to include the western group of four 

tombs, suggesting that perhaps the eastern group of six tombs formed one mound, while the 

western group of four tombs were built In a different construction below. However the 

peribolos, if continued on its apparent arc, would dissect tomb 5. The nature of the context 

within which these tombs were built is therefore unclear. 

Tholos 1 (A1.10.2): the chamber was about 2.9m In diameter and up to 1.1 m In surviving 
height. The entrance was 75cm - 84cm wide on the north side of the tomb. The stomion was 
badly damaged. The construction material was flat and rounded stones. 

Tholos 2 (A1.10.3): the chamber was 3.05m In diameter; no other dimensions are given. 
From the plan (A1.10.1) the stomion would appear to be about 1.2m wide and 1.5m long. 

The walls of the stomion seem to form a continuous progression from the walls of the chamber, 

rather than being set at an angle to them, which Is an architectural peculiarity. Small flat and 

rounded stones were used. One lintel stone was found collapsed In the stomion. There were 
two grave pits In the floor in the eastern half of the tholos. 

Tholos 3 (Al. /0.6-8): this Is the least described of all the tholol, and the smallest, the 
diameter of Its chamber being 1.55m. The stomion was to the north, 60cm high, and surviving 
to about 50cm long by 50cm wide, Judging from the plan. 

Tholos 4: this tomb was structurally almost intact, since only a small part of the apex of the 

vault was missing. Few dimensions are given, but the drawing (Al. 1a6) Indicates a diameter 

of about 3.5m, and the height was probably about 3m. The stomion, to the southwest, was 
1.25m wide at the bottom, 90cm wide at the top; the lintel was 95cm long and 82cm wide. A 
facade was formed by the extension of the stomion walls perpendicularly, forming a total width 
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of 3.32m to 3.82m (wider at the top than the bottom), 1.21 m to 1.32m high (A1.10.8). 
This architectural peculiarity is mirrored in the facade of the tomb in mound B. 

The interpretation of the facade depends on the existence of a dromos. Only tomb 10 has a 
dromos, and the cuttings in front of the facade of tomb 4, evident in Al. 10.8,1 take as 

purely a product of the excavation, rather than being an excavated dromos. If these 

assumptions are valid, then the stone facade would lie along the line of the surface of the 

mound, perhaps slightly recessed. It would form an alternative to the dromos in its function of 
drawing the focus of one approaching to the entrance and chamber. It may even have been 

linked somehow with the mound peribolos, assuming that the peribolos did Indeed run around 
the complete mound (or tombs 1-6). 

An unusual construction within the chamber, described as a 'stone n', was 80cm high and filled 

with earth. The excavator speculates that the tomb collapsed In Its second phase of use 
(LHIIIA2-IIIB) and was rebuilt, the collapsed stoned gathered up to form the II. Further 

discussion of this feature is foregone because Its period of use Is outside the remit of this study. 

Tholos 5 (Al. /0.9): of irregular oval shape due to pressure on the walls, the plan would 
Indicate a diameter of 2.1 m to 2.8m. The stomlon, unexcavated, was thought to be to the 

east. The lower southern courses of walling are interwoven with the northern courses of walling 

of tomb 6, suggesting that they were built simultaneously, although the finds suggest that 6 Is 

later than S. A pit in the centre of the tomb measured about 1mx 50cm. 

Tholos 6 (A1.10.10): this tomb had a diameter of about 3.48m and round chamber. Its 

entrance, though destroyed, was to the northeast, and was just over a metre wide; details are 

sketchy. A cist (Al. /0.11), 1.2m x 20cm, was made of upright slabs and located in the 

southern half of the chamber. 

Tholos 7 (A1.10.15-16): the chamber was about 4m in diameter, constructed using 

alternating layers of large, flat stones and smaller stones. The stomion, to the south-southeast, 

was about 1.2m wide and covered by a lintel of length 92cm. The natural slope of the earth Is 

much greater with the tombs of the western group, so the tholos may have been partly dug into 

the slope. Nonetheless, the walls of the tholos appear to have been quite thin. Entrance to the 
tomb had been forced through the southwest section of walling at some time in the distant past. 
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Tholos 8 (Al. 10.18-19, A1.10.21): the chamber Is 3m In diameter. Built higher In the 

mound than the other three of this group, it overlaps considerably with tomb 10, having been 

constructed when the latter had collapsed, and touches both 7 and 9 (Al. 10.21). There Is no 

apparent entrance, but it should be found to the west. 

Tholos 9 (Al. 10.22): smallest of the western group, the chamber diameter Is about 3m. 

Many of the stones have been removed in recent years as building material, and because of this 

the position of the entrance is unknown. A pit was located in the east-southeast sector. The 

lower layers of stones in the walls were only 30cm thick, but were thicker above foundation 

levels. 

Tholos 10 (Al. /0.24-27): the diameter of the chamber was 4.73m, and one photograph 
(Al. 10.25) shows some of the surviving height of the chamber. The stomion, to the 

northeast, was 92cm wide, 1.72m high on the left, 1.6m high on the right. It was covered by a 
lintel of 1.1 mx1.5m. A large piece of slate had been placed vertically In front of the stomion 
(Al. /0.27). The status of the dromos is unclear. In Its apparent representation on the plan, it 

Is 3.66m long and 2.13m wide, but it is not described or even explicitly mentioned in the 

report. It is clearly offset from the centre of the chamber. There were three layers within the 

tomb, the lower one unexcavated; in the middle layer there were two pits, one of which 
(Al. /0.29) measured 1.6m x 66cm, and In the upper layer there was one pit. 

Mound 8 

Mound B, south of A, contained only one tholos tomb (Al. /0.36), characterised by Its 

excavator as 'horseshoe-shaped' - hence not perfectly round. The nature and size of the mound 
is not discussed, but the tholos was small and unusual. The largest surviving height of the 

chamber, which had collapsed, was 1.85m. The photograph suggests a floor level diameter of 
between three and four meters. The stomion was 1.18m wide and 1.18m deep, surviving to 
heights of 61 cm (left) and 48cm (right). The excavator does not mention a dromos, but an 

entrance facade is formed by walling each side of the stomion, which survived to 60cm high. 

There are no further details, but it is compared to a similar feature at the entrance to one of the 
tombs of mound A (tholos 4). Here the total length of the facade exceeded three metres. 
Without further information about the relationship between the tomb and the mound, we 
cannot say whether this feature was visible at the edge of the mound, or buried within it. The 

stomion was not blocked up with stones in the usual way. There was one pit on the floor of the 

tomb, at least 1.75m long. 
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Mound 2 

Unfortunately the excavation of this tumulus is dismissed by its excavator in a half paragraph 
(Marinätos 1959,175). The mound contained three small tholos tombs. All three were 

smaller than 3m In diameter, and said to be without entrances'. One of the tholol Is noted as 
being 2.75m In diameter and 1.15m high; another of the tholol had a flat upright stone set In 

It (A1.10.38). 

Tholos I 

Both tholos 1 (Al. /0.39-42, A1.10.44) and tholos 2 appear to be set in a mound, the 

larger (number 1) occupying the southern half of the mound, and Its dromos running south, 

the smaller (and earlier) occupying the northern half, Its dromos running north. Tholos 1 had a 

chamber of diameter 6.25m, with walls preserved to 2.2m. The floor of the chamber was cut 

out of bedrock, but the dromos and an area of the chamber floor running In from the dromos 

were cut a further 50cm deeper into the rock (Al. 10.39, A1.10.41). This cutting in the 

chamber was 4.5m long, and varied from 1.4m to 1.9m wide, with an apsidal end in the 

chamber. The walling of this tomb was of large flat blocks. 

Tholos 2 

The chamber of the northern tomb had a 5m diameter, and the stomion was 1.83m tall, 

although the lintel did not survive. The floor of this chamber had not been altered and so was 

slightly sloped. The northern tomb is now Inaccessible, and no useful photographs have been 

published (A1.10.45). Korns briefly reinvestigated this tomb In 1973, clearing the walling of 
the stomion and determining the direction of the dromos north-northwest. Marinätos' 

excavation diary (Korns 1977a, 241) records a deepening In the stomion, as In the southern 
tomb, with two shallow furrows continuing into the chamber for 60cm to 70cm (as at 
27: Roütst tholos 2). The walling of the tomb was less well built than tholos 1. 

2 Marinätos' examination was obviously cursory, and given that Korns states In a number of cases in 
Mound A that the location of the entrance was unclear until the final stages of the excavation, It is likely 
that Marinätos simply overlooked the entrances for these three tombs. See also chapter eight, page 234, 
note 6. 
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Pollä Dhendhra 

The chamber (Al. 10.49) is of 4.75m diameter, and the walls survived to 1.2m In height. 
The stomion, to the south, was 1.85m deep (long), 1.1m wide on the outside and 95cm wide 
at the chamber. The stones are small and flat. 

Finds: 

Mound A 

No finds were noted in the matrix of the mound. 

Tholos 1: the tomb contained twelve separate deposits of human bone, most of them probably 
in disarticulated form. The photograph (Al. /0.2) shows two articulated burials In the east and 

west parts of the tomb; the contracted burial to the east, an adult male, is considered the latest 

in the series. That to the west, a mature female, was covered with a large stone. The other 
burials were also found around the periphery at varying depths, but are not described in detail. 

Finds mentioned include a bronze knife, flint arrowheads and pottery, but these are not 
described or related to burial contexts. 

Tholos 2: the deposits in the eastern half of the chamber were well preserved and excavation 

revealed three layers as well as two pits in the floor. One of the pits contained an articulated 

skeleton (and possibly the remains of another skeleton), while the other contained four skulls 
and other disarticulated bones. In the layers above, four collections of bones were noted in the 
lower layer, four in the middle layer, and seven In the upper layer. In the southeast section of 
the upper layer six skulls had been piled one on top of the other, and the excavator further 

suggests that skull had been selectively gathered and deposited elsewhere In the tomb. Few 

artefacts were recovered: one ewer was found underneath a skull, and a knife Is mentioned. 
Most of the bones were found near the periphery of the chamber, and the disturbance of the 

western half of the chamber is presumably linked to the entrance there; twenty skulls In total 

were found. 

Tholos 3: two skulls next to each other, along with a few bones in the south and west parts of 
the chamber, constitute the only reported finds in this tomb. 
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Tholos 4: at least three periods of use are Indicated by the deposits within this tomb, and the 
later two are beyond the remit of this study. Only deposits In two pits in the floor might date 
before LHIII, but as no material culture was recovered this Is uncertain. One pit contained the 
remains of a child and the other was not excavated. 

Tholos 5: within the tomb there were various collections of disarticulated bones, In a pit 
(1.14m x 0.47m, measured from the plan: Al. /0.9) In the floor, around the periphery, and 
higher In the fill. Pottery is said to be associated with all of these, mostly of later Mycenaean 

date. From low in the fill there was a Vafib cup, dated LHI-II. The floor of the tomb was reiaid 

at least once. There are no further details. 

Tholos 6: there were two layers of burials, the material In the lower dating to LHIIIAI at the 

earliest, thus making all of the remains in this tholos outside the remit of this study. Excavation 

Is incomplete. 

Tholos 7: the wall in the southwest area, and the contingent fill, had been disturbed at some 

point in the distant past. Two main layers were excavated: an upper layer of fill, in which both 

disarticulated and articulated skeletons were present, along with material of the late Mycenaean 

period; and a lower layer, excavated only In a small section near and in the stomion. There 

were twelve skulls in the upper layer, either alone or associated with other bones. In the lower 

layer, a group of skulls and bones was found with a number of LHI-11 sherds. Three separate 
bone concentrations were noted in the small area excavated to the floor. 

Tholos 8: this tholos was constructed in late LHII or early LHIII, and all the finds within are 
LHIII In date; it Is therefore outwith the remit of this study. 

Tholos 9: there were two layers within the tomb, the upper dated late Mycenaean, the lower 
LHI-II. Only three burials belong to the lower layer, one articulated near the centre of the 
floor, and two disarticulated skeletons in a pit in the east-southeast part of the tomb, near the 

wall (Al. /0.23). An LHI Vafi6 cup was found in the pit3, placed above the bones, along with 
two arrowheads; another Vafi6 cup was found on the floor. The skulls In the pit were placed 
next to each other, and only certain of the long bones had been placed with them. A broken 

stone axe head and a broken bronze tweezers were found a little above the pit, and another cup 
above these. 

3 Lölos 1985,167 and caption to figure 230; this corrects what is probably a typographical error in 
Korns' report: 1975a, 456. 
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Tholos 10: there are three main levels of fill In the chamber. The lowest level, the original 
floor, Is unexcavated, and so there Is no clear Indication of the date of the earliest material. The 

middle floor had two pits, one containing an extended skeleton with no other material, and 
covered by slabs (Al. /0.29). The other pit, much deeper and extended In front of the 

stomlon, contained three skulls and other bones, along with pottery and other Items. These 

Included a pot, of diameter 19cm, that contained other bones (presumed to be animal). 

The upper floor was 1.1 m below the level of the lintel. It was formed by laying yellowish earth 

over earlier deposits. Four articulated and supine skeletons lay on the surface of this third floor, 

or just below it, not'associated with other items. One of these, to the south, lay just above four 

other skulls: one at its right hand and three at its left; these skulls were not associated with other 
bones. One of the articulated skeletons lacked its skull. Six further skulls were located in the 

northwest part of the tomb (Al. /0.30). Between two skulls in the north part of the tomb was 
found a large VaI16 cup (15.5cm high; Al. /0.32). Other pottery of LHI and LHII date was 

also found in this layer. Twenty skulls in total were recovered from the tomb. The collapse of 
the tomb occurred soon after the skeletons were placed on the floor, as the stones fell directly 

onto the bones, damaging them. 

Mound B 

There Is no Information about finds from the matrix of the mound. Inside the tholos tomb there 

was a burial In a pit of a 35 year old woman, judged to be the last of the tomb, but undated. 

The pit also contained a small pot and two spindles. There were also two groups of 

disarticulated skeletons In the chamber, suggested by the excavator to have been disinterred 

from the pit. Above the east-central group were found a sandstone whetstone, length 7.45cm, 

two whetstones, length 10.5cm and 19.7cm (Al. 10.37 right), and a pin, length 10.5cm, 

while nearby were three arrowheads. A Vafiö cup and a jug, along with a stone axe head, were 
found with the southern bone group. 

Mound 2 

Beyond noting coarseware ceramic and broken bones, almost nothing Is recorded of the finds 
from the mound or Its three tholos tombs. 
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Tholos I 

There is little information concerning the disposition of finds within this tomb; much of the fill 

was disturbed in later times, as witnessed by the paraphernalia of later cult (Al. /0.43). 

Marin3tos notes 'a few skulls', sherds of palace style jars, abundant fragments of gold leaf, parts 

of boars' tusk helmets, and many scattered semi-precious stones. 

Tholos 2 

Again there is little information on the disposition of finds, but about 50 boars' tusks, some 

gold fragments, and pottery are recorded, including at least three palace style jars (Al. >0.47- 

48), a matt-painted jug (Al. 10.47) and a pithos. Sherds from tholol 1 8t 2 were conflated In 

H6ra Museum in 1962, and so in most cases It is now no longer possible to determine which 

tomb a piece may have come from. Ldlos (1985,169-171) describes a number of LHI-II 

Items In the Museum that might belong to either tomb. 

Pollä Dhendhra 

The cursory description of this excavation indicates that 'eleven or twelve' skulls were found, 

one contracted intact burial without a skull, and one skeleton lay on a slab near a dog skull. 
Pottery is noted. 
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Chronology: finds frone all periods from late middle helladic to LHIIIC are known from these 

tombs. 

Mound A 

Tholos 1 - MH-LHI Said by Korrds to be the earliest tomb In the 
mound 

Tholos 2 - ? No data (one artefact probably late Mycenaean 
A1. >0.4) 

Tholos 3 - ? No data 
Tholos 4 Early phase ? Pre-LHIIIA2 - excavation incomplete 
Tholos 4 Middle phase LHIIIA2 Tomb collapses at end of middle phase 
Tholos 4 Late phase LHIIIB Tomb rebuilt 
Tholos 5 Early phase LHI-11 Vafiö cup; excavation incomplete 
Tholos 5 Late phase LHIII - 
Tholos 6 Early phase LHIIIAI Excavation incomplete 
Tholos 6 Late phase ? - 
Tholos 7 Early phase LHI-II Excavation Incomplete 
Tholos 7 Late phase LHIII - 
Tholos 8 - LHIII Earliest possible construction date LHII 
Tholos 9 Early phase LHI-11 Two LHI Vafi6 cups 
Tholos 9 Late phase LHIII - 
Tholos 10 Early phase ? Unexcavated 
Tholos 10 Late phase LHI-II - 

Table A1.10.1. Chronological information for Mound A. 

Tholos 8, high in the mound, overlaps tomb 10, which must already have collapsed when it was 

built, and touches tombs 7 and 9. Given a date of collapse of late LHII for tomb 10, this is the 

earliest possible construction date for tomb eight. Finds in the tomb are LHIII in date. 

Other tombs 

Mound B- (MHIII- Pottery 
)LHI 

Mound 2-? No data 
Gouvaläri 1- LHI-III Pottery (LHI-IIA pithoid amphora Al. 10-46) 
Gouvalärl 2- MHIII-LHIII Pottery (MHIII: pithos; LHI: matt-painted jug, 

Al. 10.47 left; LHIIA: palace style jars, 
Al. /0.47 right, Al. /a48) 

Polls -? (LHIII) Statement of Marlnltos 
Dhendhra 

Table A]. 10.2. Chronological information for tombs at 10: Gouvaläri (except Mound A). 
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Chronology: general comments 

The chronology of these monuments is unclear for two reasons: first, reporting of some of the 

early excavations is inadequate, and second, some of the excavations remain incomplete. 
Nonetheless, it is possible to make some confident statements concerning the evidence in 

general. 

First, though perhaps least relevant to this study, Is the revelation that most, If not all4 of these 

tombs were used in the LHIII period. There is extensive evidence of use and reuse In this period 

covering LHIIIA, LHIIIB and occasionally LHIIIC. Those using the mounds at this time clearly 
felt that the burial structures were comprehensible In terms of how funerals ought to be carried 

out, and this applies equally to the larger and the smaller tholol. 

Second, there Is a good deal of evidence for early dates of construction for the tholos tombs. 
Of the two larger tholoi, both were constructed In LHI or (for tholos 2 at least) at the end of 
the middle helladic period. Of the smaller tholol, that in Mound B and in Mound A numbers 1, 

5,7,9 and 10 were certainly or probably built In the MHIII-LHI period, on the evidence of 

early pottery. Of the others, only tomb 8 of Mound A can convincingly be said to date to the 
late Mycenaean period in terms of construction; for the others, either information is unavailable 
or excavation is incomplete. 

Although without proper study of the finds it is far from clear, it seems possible that there were 
two main periods of use for these tombs: an Initial intensive use in MHIII-LHI, which toward the 

end of LHI and Into LHII becomes much less Intensive, and then more Intensive use again In the 
late Mycenaean period. The pattern would be slightly different for the two larger tholol, which 

continued to be used regularly in LHIIA, and Into LHIII. 

The tholos at PoIIä Dhendhra is dated LHIII on the basis of undescribed and unillustrated 
artefacts by its excavator. In the same article he dates the similar tholos at 32: Pa1eoh6rl as LHIII: 

recent study of the pottery from that tomb suggested an LHI-II date for Its construction. In the 
light of the large. number of tholos tombs in the Gouval3rl area constructed in the period 
MHIII-LHI, there seems no reason not to believe that Polls Dhendr3 might also be early; only a 
new study of the finds can answer this question. 

Certainly not Mound A tholos 10 and the tholos in Mound B. 
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Comments: although not rich in terms of artefactual finds, the Gouvalärl complex Is one of the 

most Informative of early Mycenaean sites In Messinfa. A thorough survey combined with 

completion of excavations and full publication would do much to advance the understanding of 

early Mycenaean mortuary practices within a local context. 
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Al. 10.1. Gouvaläri: plan of mound A. After Korres I 975b, plan I. 
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A I. I U. Z. MOUfIU A, tnolos f. Arier Torres f YI a, plate SU4a. 

A1.10.3. Mound A, tholos 2. After Korru 1974 pI. ur 109fi. 



After Korres 19751, plate 304b. 
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Al. 10.4. t'Ouri y 11-1i Mound A, tholos 2. After Kos siY /-+, pI, itu %I1I uz &IIlp. 
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A1.10.6. Plan of tholos 4 in mound A. After Korres I 975a, figure 1. 

A]. 10.7. Tholos 4, mound A. Entrance and 
blocking will. After Korres 1975a, plate 
306a. 
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Al . 10.8. Tholos 4, mound A. After Korres 1975a, plate 3O60. 
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Al. 10.10. 
Plan of tholos 
6, mound A. 
After Korres 
1975a, figure 
3. 

Al. I0.11. Cist 
burial in tholos 6, 
hound A. After 

I, orres 19751 plate 

A 1.10.12. Bronze 
artefacts from tholos 
6, mound A. After 
Korns 1975a, plates 
308a, 307a 81 
3O8ß. 
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Al . 10.13. Arrowheads and pottery from tholos 6, mound A. After Korres 1975a, plates 3077 tx 
3O7ß. 

332 

A1.10.14. Schematic plan of tombs 7,8,9 81 10 in mound A. After Korres 1975a figure 5. 
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A1.10.15. Tholos 7, mound A. After Koii s 1974, plate I IO . 

A). 10.16. I bolos 7, mound A. Chamber with hin i. dls. Atter Kornes 1975a, plate 3088. 
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A]. 10.17. Tholos 7, mound A. Burial in eastern half of chamber. After Korres 1975a, plate 309a. 



A 1.10.19. Tholos 
8, mound A, from 
above. After Korres 
1975a, plate 
310y. 

Al. 10.20. Knife 
from tholos 8, 
mound A. After 
Korns 1975a, 
plate 31Op. 

A]. 10.2 1. Walling 
of tholos 8 (above) 
and 10 (below), 
showing that tholos 
8 was built after the 
collapse of tholos 
10. After Korres 
1975a, plate 
3 10a. 
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Al. 10.22. Tholos 9, mound A. After Korres 1975, plate 3 12cz. 

A 1.10.23. Tholos 9, mound A. Pit with collected bones, two skulls, and LHI Vafiö cup. After Korr6s 
1975a plate 3121. 



A1.10.25. 
Mound A, 
tholos 10. 
After Korres 
1975a, plate 
313a. 
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Al. 10.26. 
Mound A, 
tholos 10: 
section north 
to southeast. 
After Korres 
1975a, figure 
6. 
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A 1.10.24. Tholos 10, mound A. From above. After Korres 1975a, plate 3 16ß. 



Al. 10.27. Mound 
A, tholos 10: 
facade, stornion, 
lintel and blocking 
wall. After Korres 
1975a, plate 
3 16a. 

A]. 10.28. Mound 
A, tholos 10. Pit in 
stomion with 
collected bone 
material. After 
Korns 1975a, 
plate 3150. 
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At. 10.29. Mound A, 
tholos 10. Pit in southeast 
quarter of chamber, in 
lowest floor level. After 
Korres 1975a, plate 
3 I5a. 

A 1.10.30. Mound A, 
tholos 10. Northwest 

section of tomb, upper 
layer of finds. After Korres 
1975a, plate 314a. 

A 1.10.31. Mound A, 
tholos 10. West section of 
tomb, upper layer of finds. 
After Korres I975a, plate 
313y. 
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A]. 10.32. Mound A, tholos 10. Vafiö cups from tomb. After Koi iý ,IYI "a, figure 8& plate 31 3ß. 

A 1.10.33. Mound A, tholos 10. Knives from northwest area of tomb. After Korres 1975a, plate 314ß. 

A. 10.35. Detail of walling of tholos 
tomb in mound A (tomb number not 
known). 
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Al. 10.34. Mound A. Section of peribolos will. After Korres 1975x, plate 317a. 



Al. 10.37. Mound B. Finds from tholos tomb. After Korres 1974, plates 1 12y 81 1 12a. 

A1.10.38. 
Tholos I in 
mound 2. After 
Marin3tos 1959, 
plate 146ß. 
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At. 10.36. Mound B. Tholos tomb from above. After Korr6 1975a, plate 31 71. 



chamber. 
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Al. 10.39. Gouvaläri tholos 1. View of chamber, stomion, and cough in Ilooi running h�n1 'kmm; u 
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A1.10.41. Gouvaläri tholos 1. Chamber from above. 



Al. 10.43. Gouvaläri tholos 1. 
Deer skeleton from upper fill 
(post-Mycenaean). After 
Marinätos 1959, plate 1 47ß. 

AI. 10.44. Gouv ilü i [hobs I 
after excavation (Marinitos 
1959, plate 147(x). 

A 1.10.45. Gouvaliri tholos 2. 
Blocked stomion. After 
Marinitos 1959, plate 149a. 
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Al. 10.46. LHI-early IIA pithoid amphora from 
tholos I. After Korres I 978a, plate l96ß. 
Dating: Lölos 1985, figure 218. 

A1.10.47. 
Left: matt 
painted jug 
from tholos 2. 
Right: palace 
style jar. After 
Marinatos 
1960, plate 
1 51( x. Date: 
early LHIIA 
for jar (L61os 
1985, figure 
217). Jug 
'probably LHI' 
(Lölos 1985, 
170). 

V 7-11? 
A 1.10.48. 
Palace style 

N jars from 

... 
ýt tholos 2. 1i7. 

LS, i 1 After 
Marinitos 

i ýI 
1 

1960, plate 
151 P. Date: 
both LHIIA 

`` °ý " >ý 
(Lölos 1985, 
figures 220 8t a ` 

ý> 221). 
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Al. 10.49. Pollä Dhendhia tholos tomb. Ali( Nl. ii inäLos] 96 ], plate 1373. 

A I. 10.50. Niue o the site of Gouv. Il. iri looking west toward the Potanii tou Aiapi and Uhu , itk- of 
Katarahäki. Gorge marked by line of trees in middle distance. 



gorge of Potami tou Aräpi and Gouvalari. 
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AI. IU. 5 1. , Aki opolis oIK. it. ii. ih. tki. Vit South 10 southctn promontory of . ikiopolis. To east (left), 

A1.10.52. Akropolis of Katarahiki. 'Megatun' excavated by Marin tos. Looking northwest. 



Koukounara Akones 11 
1: 200,000 map reference: Koukounära village is -1 ̂ 57'40"e 36^58'20"n. 

Description: two tholos tombs. 

Directions: in Koukoun3ra village there is a sign pointing to the Akßnes tombs on the road 

northeast to Kremmidhia. Passing along this road, after 300-500m there Is a large tree on the 
left, said to be 300 years old. About 100-200m beyond this, there is a sharp bend In the road 

to the left. Turn right off the road here, walking east: the tholol are about 100m Into this field. 

References: Marin3tos (1958,1959,1963). McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1961,244; 

1969,150), Hope Simpson and Dickinson (1979,139-140). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: both tholoi were fully excavated by Marinätos. 

Setting: the tholol lie In relatively flat land on the western side of the gorge of Potämi tou 
Aräpl. They are about 500m distant from the akropolis site of Katarahäki to the southeast, and 
10: Gouval3ri on the opposite side of the gorge. In a straight line the tholol are about 200m 

distant from the gorge. They are 15m apart, one In a mound, the other underground (as at 
12: Fities). The chamber of tholos 1 is to the north, with dromos running from It to the south; 
15m distant the dromos of tomb 2 runs south to the chamber of the tomb. 

Architecture: tholos 1 (Al. /1.1) was set In a mound 3m high when excavated. The stomion 
(Al. /42) was to the south, 1.95m high and 2.4m long. Its width was 1.32m at the bottom 

and 1m at the top, narrowing to 1.2m at the bottom and 0.66m at the top toward the 

chamber. There were two lintels. The chamber diameter was 6.2m, and Marinätos records a 

preserved height of the chamber walls of 2.5m, now no longer well preserved. Near the 

entrance there was a pit, 2.2m x 0.9m x 0.95m. 

The stomion of thoios 2 Is 2.3m long and 1.2m wide; the chamber diameter Is 5.4m and the 

surviving height just over a metre (Al. ff. 4-6). 
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Finds: finds In tholos 1 were heavily disturbed by post-Mycenaean practices, mainly apparently 
in the geometric period. A group of five skulls and another of eight were found at 80cm and 
50cm above the floor respectively, but finds on the floor were not described. The pit contained 

a seal and a bronze knife (Al. /1.3), but no bones. Few ceramic finds are mentioned. 

The finds in thoios 2 are not described In detail or context, and in any case the tomb seems also 
to have been used extensively in post-Mycenaean times. 

Chronology: no find earlier than LHIII is mentioned for tholos 1, although the pottery is not 
described or illustrated in detail. Finds in tholos 2 date from LHII to LHIII. Both tholol had 

been severely disturbed in post-Mycenaean times, and this in combination with their cursory 

reporting means that the evidence for date is insubstantial. Their presence in the funerary 

landscape of the Potäml tou Aräpi, only 500m distant from 10: Gouvaiäri, means that an early 

date of construction is at least possible. 

Comments: of the Potämi tou Ar3pi group, these are the only two known tholol on the west 

side of the gorge. 
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111 A1.11.1. Plan and section of 
Ak6nes tholos 1. After 
Marinätos 1963 figure 1. 
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Al. 11.2. Akönes tholos 1. 
Dromos and stomion. After 
Marin3tos 1963, plate 8713. 

Al .1I. 
3. AkOnes 1: knife 

found in pit. After Marinätos 
1963, plate 89y. 

Al. 11.4. AkOnes 2. Alter 
Marinatos 1959, plate 
150P. 
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Koukounara: Livadhfti to Fities 12 
1: 200,000 map reference: Koukounära village is -1 °57'40"e 36°58'20"n. 

Description: several sites on the eastern side of the Potäml tou Aräpl, running between the 

villages of Kremmidhia, Koukounära and Stenosiä. Two tholos tombs at Fities, an unexcavated 

mound south of this, a tholos tomb at Llvadhiti, and at least one other unexcavated tomb In the 

area. 

Directions: from the central platia area of Koukounära village, take the east running track (not 

signposted, but the other three choices are signposted to Shinnoläkka (south), Stenosl3 (west), 

and Kremmidhia (north)). The track leads down into a pass through the gorge and up the other 

side (it might be passable for cars In the summer). One approaches a T-junction and a large 

farmhouse. The house is built on top of a mound, which may be partly visible in the yard. 

Turning right, the tholos of Livadhiti (Londariti or Leondäri) is visible within an enclosed field 

about 500m along the track on the left, situated to the south of a farm building. Also in this 

area, on the other side of the track, Mr I. Zondanbs pointed out to me an area that he said was 

the location of another unexcavated tholos tomb. Turning back, return to the farmhouse and 
follow the track northeast until there are two sharp turns. The two tholol of Fities are In the 

field here, one in a conspicuous mound. (One can then go on to Gouval3ri and Pollä Dhendhra 

on foot from here, not following the path but skirting the edge of the gorge northeastward, 

always using the large tree as a guide to direction. See Instructions in 10: Gouvaläri). 

References: Livadhiti: Marinätos (1958); Fides: Marinitos (1958), Korres (1974). 

McDonald & Hope-Simpson (1961,244-245; 1969,150); Hope-Simpson 8z Dickinson 

(1979,140). 

Publication: short preliminary (Livadhiti, Fities 1); detailed preliminary (Fities 2). 

Excavation: the excavated tombs were investigated in a single season by Marinätos; Korres 

later completed the excavation of Fities 2. 

Setting: these tombs form part of the series strung out along the Potämi tou Aräpi (see 

10: Gouvaliri). The Fides tombs are located very approximately 2km south of 10: Gouvaliri. 
Fides 1 and 2 lie 20m distant from each other, very close to the edge of the gorge, in flat land; 
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a short distance south (perhaps 200m) there Is a house built on top of a mound or a collapsed 

tholos tomb. 750m south of the Fities group Is the Livadhiti tomb, set In a mound and about 
150m from the edge of the gorge; another tomb Is thought to lie close by. The land here Is 

also flat. 

Architecture: the chamber of the Livadhitl tomb (Al. 12.1-3) was 4.62m In diameter, built 

of small flat stones (up to 40cm long and 17cm thick). The entrance was to the west, 1.04m - 
1.09m wide and 1.76m long, and the chamber survived to 1.15m In height. There were two 

niches either side of the entrance. The mound had been partly flattened to make a threshing 

floor in recent times, and so rose only 1.2m above the surrounding landscape. 

Fities 1 (Al. 12.4-6, Al. 12.9), set in a mound, had a stomion (to the southeast) 2.4m long, 

1.2m wide at the bottom, 1.05m wide at the top, with two surviving lintels (2.6m x 90cm and 
1.5m x 70cm x 35cm) and space for a third. Slightly larger stones made the facade of the 

doorposts, and the blocking of the stomion survived to four courses, but filling the entire length 

of it (Al. /2.9). The diameter of the chamber is 6m and the surviving height 2m. There was a 

pit 'the length of a person' and about 60cm deep in the floor. 

Fities 2 (Al. 12.10-13), built underground, was discovered by the fact that one of its lintels 

was visible on the surface; there was no mound, and the vault had collapsed. The chamber was 
5.9m in diameter, the walls 65cm thick, and the stomion, facing again southeast, was excavated 

to a length of 2.3m, which included a part of the dromos. The stomion was 1.3m wide at the 

bottom and 1.16m wide at the top, 1.74m tall, covered by two lintels (1.84m x 1.26m x 
0.94m and 1.12m x 0.62m), and the blocking wall was intact up to 83cm. The wall was 

constructed of mixed flat and rounded stones. 

There are no architectural details of the unexcavated tombs. 

Finds: In the Livadhitl tholos eight skulls were found at floor level, and no articulated skeletons. 
Skulls and bones were found In the two niches. One alabastron (noted as LHIIIA) was found 

Intact, other sherds were described as dating to the LHI-11 period. 

In the pit in Fities tholos 1, at one end, was found the skeleton of a child, In contracted 

position, with two gold bands around the head (A1.12.7) and two alabastra (said to be 

LHIIIA) set at an angle 900 to their bases. The excavator suggested that the alabastra were 

placed thus to indicate the act of anointing the head of the child. Two layers of burned soil 
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extended over the whole chamber 10cm and 20cm above the floor. Nothing was found on the 

floor, and higher levels contained animal as well as human bones. Fragments of gold leaf 

(Al. 12.8), silver wire, and arrowheads were noted. 

The chamber of Fities 2 had apparently been broken Into and disturbed In Its west and 

northwest section shortly after World War II. There was one intact burial on the floor of the 

tomb, and one behind the walling of the stomion, both of which were of LHIIIB date. Three 

skulls and bones collected by Marinätos in his partial excavation are suggested to be earlier. One 

extended burial of the LHII period was discovered below the level of LHIII activity. The 

skeleton lay on Its back with one hand on its chest. Abundant water had damaged the skeleton 

and artefacts. Near the feet were a small silver spoon, a large alabastron and a one-handled 
kylix, and another alabastron and kylix were paired on the right side of the corpse, while 

somewhere nearby was a palace style jar. Around the neck had been a necklace of blue beads 

(or perhaps these beads had been attached to a veil), while one sard and one intricate gold 

bead were found nearby. The corpse also bore a cylinder seal of sardonyx around Its neck. On 

the left side of the corpse were found one clay and one steatite spindle, and a bronze mirror 

with handle; at the left hand were two bronze knives with Ivory handles and a pin. There was a 
bronze ring on a finger of the left hand and one yellow flint arrowhead under the corpse. There 

were two bronze scale pans, one at the head and one 79cm away from the lowest surviving part 

of the legs. Some of these finds: A1.11.14. 

Chronology: The Livadhiti tholos was dated LHI-II by Marinatos, on the basis of sherds that he 

collected; other pottery in the tomb he thought LHI11. Fities 1 is also dated on the basis of 

statements by Marin3tos about sherds: LHIIB-III. However, Korres stated that Fities 1 was 

slightly earlier in date than Fities 2; the burial described above in Fities 2 is clearly LHIIA in 

date. Leaving aside these observations of the excavators, it would seem most likely that all three 

tombs were built in the early Mycenaean period, although there is not enough evidence to be 

more specific. 

Comments: Korres states that the lintel of Fities 2 that had been visible prior to excavation 
'probably' came from the area of 10: Gouvaläri. If so, this symbolises the links between the 
funerary sites in the area. If it be accepted that Fities 1 Is slightly earlier in construction than 
Fides 2, then the significance of building the latter underground may lie in a desire of those 
involved in the construction to emulate the first tomb but not to diminish its presence in the 
landscape. This logic might also apply to the I I: Akdnes pair, but the chronology at that site is 

unclear. 
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A1. I2.1. 
Livadhiti tholos 
tomb: collapsed 
vault. After 
Marinätos 1958, 

plate I47a. 

A 1.12.2. 
Livadhiti tholos 
tomb after 
excavation. After 
Marinätos 1958, 
plate 14713. 

A 1.12.3. 
Livadhiti tholos 
tonib (mound in 
central middle 
distance). 
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A 1.12.5. H66 tholos tomb I. Chamber from above. 
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A 1.12.7. Fities tholos 
tomb 1. Gold bands 
from child's skull in pit. 
After Marinitos 1958, 
plate 149a. 

A 1.12.8. Gold foil 
from Fities tholos tomb 
I. After Marinätos 
1958, plate I49y. 
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A 1.12.9. Fides tholos tomb I. Dromos and stomion. After Marinitos 1958, plate 1480. 
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A 1.12.10. Fities tholos tomb 2 chamber. 
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AI. 12.12.1 hies tholos tomb 2 chamber. 

Al. 12.13.1 hies chinos tomb 2 after excavation. After Korres 1974, plate II Oa. 
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A 1.12.14. Fities tholos tomb 2. Objects from LHII burial. After Korres 1974, plates 1 125,1 11ß 8t 
1 12ß. 
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Kaminia 13 
1: 200000 map reference: Kremmidhia is -1 °56'e 36^59'30"n Messenfa. 

Description: a large mound with five small tholos tombs and four burial pithol; another 

possible mound or mounds nearby; part of a series of sites ranged along the Pot3mi tou Aräpi, 

sites 10-13. 

Directions: from Kremmidhia village, make a right turning at'Kafe to Kendron' and follow the 

road to Fourts6vrisl spring, where there is the tiny church of Ayos Nik6laos. At this crossroads, 

turn right and follow the road for about 500m. The mound Is cut by the road and so 

unmissable on the right. There is an alternative road from Velanldhia, which also leads to the 

spring and on to the mound. The road carries on after the mound to 10: Gouva13r1. 

References: Korns: 1975a, 1975b, 1980. Ldlos (1985) has studied the pottery. McDonald 

& Hope Simpson (1964,233), Hope Simpson & Dickinson (1979,139). 

Publication: detailed preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated over several seasons by Korres; excavation incomplete. 

Setting: the Kaminia mound is the most northerly of the excavated funerary sites set along the 

line of the Potämi tou Aräpi In central Messinia. It Is set on the eastern side of the gorge, about 
100m from It, in this area and further north the sides of the gorge are generally less steep and 
impassable. A second mound Is said to be In the vicinity of the excavated mound; there Is a 

natural-looking knoll a few metres to the south. This area of the landscape is less flat, but a few 

hundred metres further south along the track there is a vantage point over the flat Messinfa 

plateau. 

Architecture: the dimensions of the mound (Al. 1.. 4) were measured in 1975: 18.7m east 

to west, 13.9m north to south, and 4m high. The north to south dimension has been reduced 
by the creation of the road. In 1980 the following dimensions were given: 20m x 15m x 
3.5m. Aside from the remains of a later, probably Byzantine, construction on top, this artificial 

mound, built largely of heaped up earth, contained five small tholos tombs, and the 

unexcavated northern section of the mound may well contain more tholos tombs. The tombs 
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are located in the western, southern, and eastern half of the mound, and generally quite high 

(that is, rather than being buried deep and low in the mound, they are quite near the surface 

and top of it). All five were very similar in construction, dimensions and situation. 

Tomb 1 (A1.1. ß 12-14): located In the south section of the mound, this tomb was damaged 

by the cutting of the road; its vault, however, is best preserved of all, intact In the northern half 

of the tomb almost to its apex. It is constructed in small, flat stones with earth between; in plan, 

the courses have two stones' thickness. Its diameter Is estimated to have been 3.2m to 3.4m; 

its height does not appear to have surpassed 2m. The stomion was obviously located toward the 

outside of the mound, and was destroyed by the process of road construction. 

Tomb 2 (Al. 1J 16-17): situated just to the east of tomb 1 and also damaged by the cutting 

of the road, tomb 2 is the least well preserved of the mound, consisting of a low semicircular 

wall, now in great danger from erosion. Each layer consists of two parallel series of stones, one 
inner and one outer. The diameter of the tomb was estimated at 2.7m and the surviving height 

after excavation was 1.45m. The missing stomion would have been to the south or southeast. 

Tomb 3 (A1.1. ß 18-22): in the east part of the mound, this tholos was undamaged by road 

cutting. It retains the normal features of a tholos tomb: chamber, stomion and dromos. The 

plan suggests a maximum diameter of 2.5m. The dromos, If such it be, appears from the plan 
to extend for 4.7m and to be about 1.3m wide. The dimensions of the stomion are given by 

the excavator: the lintel, broken, is 72cm x 50cm x 12cm; the stomion below it was blocked 

with earth and stones (about 1m of earth below the lintel, below which a blocking wall of 48cm 

depth; the earthen filled area of the stomion contained a large stone, 50cm high and 80cm 

across). The width of the stomion was 83cm. The right side of the stomion was well built with 

alternating thick and thin stones in the upper layers, to a depth (length of stomlon) of 43cm; 

the height was 1.23m. The left side was badly damaged In the visible part; the stomion has not 
yet been excavated. 

Tomb 4 (Al. /. 24-26): set in the south part of the mound, the full plan of this tomb 

survives, including chamber and stomion, though lacking a dromos. The tomb was well 
preserved, save for the collapse of the vault. The Inner diameter of this tholos Is 2.7m, the 

surviving height 1.9m, although excavation Is Incomplete. The blocking wall of the stomion was 
95cm long, and that presumably agrees with the depth (length) of the stomion; the width at 
the floor Is 92cm. The stomion walls are preserved to heights of 1.03m and 96cm. There was 
no lintel. There was a deep pit on the northwest-north-northeast-east side of the chamber. 
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Tomb 5 (Al. /J. 30-32): this tomb is located a little lower than the others, on the southwest 

side of the mound. The eastern part of the chamber is partly preserved, while the western part 

with the presumed stomion has disappeared through erosion. The maximum diameter, 

measured from the plan, would appear to be 2.1 m; the surviving height should be 1.25m. 

Finds: two large pithos burials were located on top of the mound (Al. >. i. 8-11). They were 
found in a trial trench 70cm under the remains of the Byzantine building. They were quite 
badly damaged but their form and content was clear. Both had covering slabs at their mouths 

and appear to have been bedded with a few stones, and pithos 1 had some stones under the 

mouth to protect it. Their mouths both faced west, their bases east. They appear to have been 

about 25cm apart. 

Pithos 1 (Al. >.. 9 left), to the south of number 2, was about 1.75m long, and badly fired. It 

was broken into many sherds but better preserved underneath. It contained a single, originally 

articulated, contracted skeleton lying on Its right side and with the head at the mouth end, and 

with the hands at the face. The bones occupied a space 1.05m long. The only artefact was a 
bronze 'tool', not illustrated. Stones of 92.5cm and 70cm in length had been placed under the 

mouth and as covering slab. 

Pithos 2 (Al. 1.79 right) was 1.58m long and was also broken in sherds. A skeleton taking up 

about 1.1 m in length was found inside, with the head toward the base, originally articulated, 

and in contracted position with one hand at the face and another at the hip, lying on its side. 
There may have been another, earlier burial in the pithos, but this is far from certain. Animal 
bones (spinal column) were also found, but no artefact. The mouth of the pithos was supported 
by stones and closed by a slab of length 70cm. 

Tomb 1: the stones of the fallen vault were found in a layer that extended from 1.05m to 
1.6m deep from the uppermost surviving part of the vault. The fill under this layer seems to 
have been mixed up to the extent that distinct layers were not present. A number of 
disarticulated bones and skulls was noted, along with ceramic of all periods from LHIIA to 
LHIIIB (Al. 1.. 15). Three small bronze finds were also made: knife, tweezers and a bead. The 

remains of at least six Individuals seem to have been present In the tomb. Excavation remains 
Incomplete. 

Tomb 2: the finds from this tomb were few. Stones from the collapse of the vault were found 

at 60cm below the upper surviving part; at 90cm, there were a few remains of bones, and 
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some more at 1.2m; not associated with these, a skull was found on the floor in the west part 

of the tomb. Sherds are mentioned but these are neither described nor dated. 

Tomb 3: two pithol (numbered 3 and 4) were wedged Into the outer walling of this tomb. 
Pithos 3, northwest in the tholos, was wedged by the outer stones of the vault, while pithos 4, 

about 2m east of it, was more deeply embedded. Their mouths were turned Into the tholos: the 

tholos stones may have been Intended to provide support for the mouths. Both were badly 

damaged and seem to have been a little smaller than the two pithol In the centre of the mound. 
Pithos 3 was empty, while number 4 has not been examined. The pithol must have been 

foundation deposits, as they are located at the back side of the tholos, so deep In the mound. 
Perhaps they were present In the mound before the construction of the tholoi, and were 
displaced by the building of this tomb or others, and for that reason incorporated In the fabric 

of tomb 3, their content perhaps being removed to the floor of the tomb at the same time. 

The excavation of this tomb is incomplete and early Mycenaean layers have not been reached. 
The tomb was used in the Classical (and possibly Hellenistic) periods; and excavation revealed 

evidence of burning, sacrifice, and deposited pots (Al. 1.7.23). Below 1.65m, a layer dated to 
LHIII was discovered. At least three heaps of disordered bones were found In this layer along 

with Mycenaean sherds. Five skulls were found In the south-southwest part of the tomb, and 

other collections of bones at this level. 

Tomb 4: the fallen stones of the vault formed a layer between 1.3m and 1.46m below the 

surface. Below this there was a deposit of pottery In the northeast area of the tomb described as 
`two undecorated vases, a squat jug and a low cup with Incurved walls' (Lobos): these were not 

associated with bones, and may represent the last deposit In the tomb before the collapse of the 

vault. A burial, articulated but lacking the skull, was found in the centre, at a depth of 1.7m, 

not associated with any pottery. The area below the burial was not excavated, but the rest of 
the tomb around the periphery was, uncovering a number of collections of bones at slightly 

greater depth than the central skeleton. Right of the entrance was a skull with two long bones 

and some smaller bones; next to this was an isolated skull; next to this another collection of skull 

and bones; next to this (opposite the entrance, at the back of the chamber) was a skull with 
some bones, a Vafid cup and broken bronze tweezers; next to these was a pit containing three 
further skulls, numbers of bones, and sherds of three Vafiö cups and one other pot, along with 
a bronze shallow cup and a clay spindle. Some animal teeth were noted and bits of a skull were 
noted nearer the centre. Some finds are illustrated: Al. /127-29. 
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Tomb 5: the complex remains of the tomb suggest at least five burials: three skulls distributed 

around the walls of the tomb, one collection of bones, and one articulated burial without a skull 
(Al. >.. 33): this skeleton had a small, single-handled decorated cup it its Inner left thigh. 
Nearby, but perhaps not associated with It, were three pots (one cup and two others). Among 

the bones mentioned above were a cup and other sherds. Isolated elsewhere were a cup, a 

spindle and four arrowheads. There were also sherds of a pithos. The excavator believes that the 

entire tomb had been ̀ cleared out' before the deposition of the articulated burial, but that the 

other skulls and bones are remnants of the previous content. 

Chronology: the two central pithol of the mound are dated, by style and by the bronze 

artefact in pithos 1, to the late MH period, or to the MH/LH transition; the question of the 

date of the pithol embedded in tholos 3 has not been addressed, but there is no suggestion that 

they are any later in date. 

The tholos tombs are also probably early constructions. Tomb 4 contains only early material, 

possibly all LHI, in what appears to be a fairly closed deposit. The pithos In tomb 5 and the 

pithoi embedded in the fabric of tomb 3, if useful in dating the construction of those tombs, 

should make them MHIII-LHI constructions. Finds in tomb 5 are all LHIIA In date, where 
information is available. Excavation Is Incomplete In tombs 1,3,4 and perhaps 5, and 
investigation of the mound itself is Incomplete. 

It seems clear that the mound was constructed In the MHIII period and used initially for burials 
in pithol. Very shortly thereafter a number (possibly more than five) of tholos tombs was 
constructed around Its periphery. These were used in the MHIII-LHI period, continuing In use 
in most cases into LHIIA, and some of them were reused In late Mycenaean and post- 
Mycenaean periods. 

Comments: none. 
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A 1.13.1. Aerial photograph of Kaminia, showing mound cut by road, peripheral tholos tombs, and two 
pithoi. After Korres 1980, plate 103. 
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A1.13.5. View 
south from 
Kaminia across 
plateau to 
Handhrinoü 
(8: Kissös), 

marked by conical 
hill of Profitis llias. 

Al. 13.6. View 
west toward 
Pot3mi tou Ar3pi. 
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A]. 13.7. View 
northeast toward 
Kremmidhia. 
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Al. 13.8. Kaminia: grave pithoi 1&2 in situ. After Korres 1980, plate 1040. 
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Al. 13.9. Kaminia: pithoi I (left) and 2 (right) during exc. 3s itiun. AIfti Kornes 1975.1, plates 3I8ß 8I 
318a. 
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Al. 13.10. Pithos trench on top of mound. 
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Al. 13.11. Plan of pithoi 1 81 2. After Korr2s 1980, figure 1. 
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Al. 13.12. Kaminia, tholos 
tomb 1. Chamber during 
excavation. After Korres 1975a, 
plate 3 19a. 

A]. 13.13. Kaminia, tholos 
tomb I. 

AI. IS. I -1. K. iniwi. i, tliolos 
tomb 1. Detail of walling in 
chamber. 
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Al . 13.15. Finds from tholos tomb 1. After Korres 1975a, plate 3 19ß. 

A 1.13.16. 
Kaminia, tholos 
tomb 2. 
Chamber. 

A1.13.17. 
Kaminia, tholos 
tomb 2 during 
excavation. After 
Korres 1975a, 
plate 32Oß. 
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A]. 13.18. Kaminia, tholos tomb 3: ch mnibei and blocked stomion. 

11+I-r,,;: ., iholos tomb 3. Detail of blocked stomion and lintel. Scale: 2m. 
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Al. 13.22. Kaminia, tholos 
tomb 3. Blocked stomion 
from outside. 

A]. 13.2 3. Kaminii, tholos tomb 3. Later 
cult objects found during the excavation. 
After Korres 19 75a, plate 321 P. 
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A]. 13.20. Kaminia, tholos tomb 3 11 o1n iou 'AIR i Koi lý 
1975a, plate 321 a. 

AI. Ij. 1 I. h. iIII ni. i, [IIu)k)% 
tomb 3: blocked stomion. 

After Korres I 975a, plate 323ct. 



A]. 13.2 4. Kaminia, tholos tomb 4. Chamber and blocked stomion. 

A1.13.25 Kaminia, tholos tomb 4 from above. After Korres 1975a, plate 323ß. 
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A1.13.26. 
Kaminia, tholos 
tomb 4. 
Collected bones 
and artefacts in 

northeast 
section of 
chamber. After 
Korres I 975a, 

plate 324a. 

Al. 13.2 7. 
Kaminia, tholos 
tomb 4. Vafiö 

cups from 

chamber. After 
Korns 1975a, 

plate 324ß. 

A1.13.28. 
Kaminia, tholos 
tomb 4. LHI 

pottery from 
chamber. After 
Korres 1975a, 

plate 323y. 

A1.13.29. 
Kaminia, tholos 
tomb 4. Finds 
frone chamber. 
Left: bronze pan 
or bottle. Right: 
LHI arrowheads. 
After Korr6s 
1975a, plates 
324y az 3245. 
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A 1.13.31. Kaminia, tholos tomb 5 chamber. Scale: I m. 
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Al. 13.32. diuIos tomb 5. Chani1 i. Alter Koiies 1975.1, plate 326x. 

A 1.13.33. Kaminia, thulos tomb 5. Articulated burial without skull in southern gait of Iwmh i. Attui 
Korres I975a, plate 326ß. 



Ayos Ioannis Papoülia 14 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1 °59'e 37.1'n Messinia. 

Description: burial mound with many pithos burials, a layered construction, and a horseshoe- 

shaped central cist that was found empty. Other mounds In the vicinity. Tholos tombs reported 

in the village. 

Directions: proceeding west from Papoülia, about 100.150m after the dirt road becomes 

tarmac, the tiny white chapel of Ayos Ioännis Is visible on the right (north) side of the road. It 

is approached by a short dirt track. The tumulus Is In front of the church. The site Is In fact 

nearer to Plätanos than Papoülia, being about 200m or 300m east of the sign that announces 

the end of Plätanos village. 

References: Marinätos: 1954,1955; Korres: 1978a, 1980,1988. This site is one of the 

most widely quoted and mentioned of all those in this catalogue; selectively, McDonald 8t Hope 

Simpson (1961,240; 1964,239); Hope Simpson & Dickinson (1979,144); Korres 

(1976b). Extremely full references up to 1980 are given by Korres in his reports (1978a, 326 

note 1; 1980,129 note 1). 

Publication: detailed preliminary. 

Excavation: the site was partly excavated by Marinätos in the 1950s, and studied intensively 

by Korres in the 1970s. 

Setting: somewhat inland from the western Messenian coast, the site is located in the plateau. 
The immediate surroundings are flat (Al. 14.6), but the location is at the highest level of the 

ridge on which it is situated. Visibility is difficult to assess because of the surrounding olive trees. 

The mound is set In a cemetery of mounds, which Itself forms part of a middle and late bronze 

age landscape stretching from Plätanos to Papoülia. At 15: PlJtanos there are two or three other 
burial mounds; in Papodlia village there are three LHIII small tholol and a cast grave, and survey 
Indicates considerable habitation (McDonald 8z Hope Simpson 1961,240; 1964,239). 

Marin3tos said that there were twelve mounds 'in the area' of 14: Ayos loJnnis Papoulia; Korres 
lists four, with appropriate directions. I have seen none of these four. One Is at a place called 
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Arabdstrata, where surface survey by Korres' team in 1988 recovered pithos sherds. No plan 

of the antiquities in the area has been published, and no-one has been able to re-locate all of 
Marinätos' twelve mounds, some of which have no doubt been levelled by modern farming 

techniques. 

Architecture: there are three published plans of the mound. The first (Al. 14.1), published in 

1954, is very incomplete, but for many years was the only published plan, and has been widely 

reproduced. Korres published another plan, in fact drawn at the end of the 1955 season but 

never published, in 1976 (Al. 14.3), and then in 1978 published his own plan of the site 

(Al. 14.5). These three drawings are of invaluable aid in understanding the progress of the 

investigations. All three are however deficient in the eastern part of the mound, which is 

perhaps the crucial area for the understanding of the main phases. Korrds' plan of 1978 does 

not include the full excavation that he went on to make of this eastern area. An aerial 

photograph goes some way to alleviating this problem (Al. 14.7). 

The site consists of a mound of about 13m diameter north to south and 14m diameter east to 

west, judging from the plan. The mound is a layered construction, each layer consisting of marl 

overlain by carefully set flat stones (Al. 14.10-11). There are three layers: the lowest and 

earliest forms the first phase of the mound (Al. 14.13-15). In this lowest layer, sandy earth 

was heaped up to form a very low mound, probably up to or just above the level of the central 

construction - about 70cm above the ground. This was covered by a layer of stones, which 

would have formed a striking contrast with the surrounding landscape. The diameter of this 

original mound may have been about 9m. 

The central feature of the lower layer Is the well-known 'horseshoe-shaped construction' 
(Al. 14.16-17), an apsidal cast with Interior dimensions given by Marinätos as 2.2m long, 

1.25m at its greatest width, toward the back, and 1.1m wide at Its single east 'entrance', or 

opening. He recorded a height of 80cm, above a floor that had been excavated 12cm into the 

natural surface; there were four courses of flat stones. The construction was roofed by flat slabs 
(Al. 14.18) and at least partly closed at Its entrance by drystone walling. The slabs of the roof 

were broken, perhaps at the time of the construction of the later mound. Outside the entrance, 
Marinätos describes an oblong compartment, and east of it there was a 'little altar': these areas 
are not very well understood. In the 1955 plan (Al. 14 3), the stones closing the entrance are 
drawn In place, and stones to the north and east, although disorganised, might seem to form an 
oblong area. The 1978 plan (Al. 14.5), and especially the aerial photograph of the horseshoe- 

shaped construction (Al. 14.15), seem to show clearly a line of stones extending north from 
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the southern part of the horseshoe, angled slightly away from the line of the entrance; but the 

stones in Marinätos' plan are not present. They are visible in a picture published by him 

(Al. 14.13). The altar, however, is nowhere illustrated, and the excavations in this area in 

1980 have not been published with a plan, leaving this important area not well understood. 

The initial phase of the mound therefore consists of the building of the horseshoe-shaped 

construction and its surrounding mound. The horseshoe-shaped construction Is primary in the 

construction sequence and not the result of a later intervention (as the tholos tomb In the 

mound at Voidhokiliä Is). Professor Korres confirmed this to me when I asked him in 1995. 

The most obvious analogies for this first phase are to be found at Vranä in Attikf, where 

Marinätos in 1969-1970 excavated a cemetery of mounds Including a horseshoe-shaped 

construction similar to this one'. 

The second construction phase of the mound Is formed by the upper two strata, consisting in a 
layer of marl above the first stone layer, then the second stone layer, a third layer of marl, and 

finally the third stone layer (Al. fAl 1). The total height of the mound at this point reached 
1.34m, and probably at least 1.5m in reality, given that the higher points of the mound were 
badly damaged by villagers in 1954. The difference in height between the second and third 
layers is in places only a few centimetres. 

Functionally, the second and third layers seem to have been designed for the many large burial 

pithoi that were inserted in them. Burials in this phase encompassed not only the pithol, but also 

cist graves and at least one pit grave. In many cases it would seem that the stones of the third 
layer, and the earth underneath, were removed for the insertion of the burial pithol 
(Al. 14.19). Regularly, the mouths of the pithol were stopped by upstanding slabs, and the 

necks were supported by surrounding drystone constructions (Al. /4.22-23, A1.14.25). 

There is a possibility that there was also an outer peribolos (as at 17: Voidhoki113). Korns 

records its presence only as northeast of the mound and 'east of pithos 11', and offers no 
further description. Such a peribolos may belong to either main phase of use of the mound, and 

suggests that the mound may at one point have been covered In a final, upper layer of earth, 

' Marin3tos excavated four mounds (A4.30-31), and noted at least three others under the buildings of 
Vranä village (A4.29). He makes casual reference to the excavation of one of these In one sentence: 'At 
the south end of the excavation we uncovered one such grave -a horseshoe-shaped construction with two 
stone slabs as stelai. The grave was completely empty'. Marinätos 1970,10. His photograph (A4.32) 
suggests many similarities with 14: Ayos loännis Papoülia, and mound II at Wand has a similar layered 
construction (A4.33). 
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which would have also covered the pithol. This Is an Important point, because the appearance 

of the phase 11 mound otherwise would be that of a flattened hemisphere with regular radial 

protrusions of the mouths of the pithol (aptly described by Marinätos as resembling cannon 

arranged around a central node. 

Finds: the fill of the central construction was empty of artefactual or bone material when 

excavated by Marinätos. In the 'oblong compartment' outside he found traces of fire, a pig 
bone, and some other smaller bones. East of this, at his 'little altar', there were further 'traces 

of sacrifice'. The fill of the chamber is related by Marinätos to the later mound, suggesting that 

if anything were originally to be found in it, it was removed at the time of the enlargement of 

the mound. There are therefore almost no finds from the first phase. 

The second phase includes a number of burials in pithol, and some other burials. These are 
listed below, as far as can be reconstructed from the reports: details are often sketchy where 

excavated by Marin3tos rather than Korres. 

Pithos 1: fragmentary, at the south periphery of the mound. It lay in a cavity in the third 

stratum on top of the stones of the second, its mouth projecting beyond the edge of the 

mound. Nothing is published about the content. 

Pithos 2: fragmentary, lying south-southwest in the periphery. It lay in a cavity in the third 

stratum on top of the stones of the second, covered by stones. Only part of the third layer was 
removed: part of the pithos lay on third layer stones. No details of the content are known. 

Pithos 3: the longest of the mound (2.18m; A1.14.21), lying west-northwest in the 

periphery. It lay in a cavity in the third stratum on top of the stones of the second, its mouth 
(47cm diameter) stopped by a stone, projecting considerably above the mound (Al. 14.20). 
Again there are few details of content: a clay spindle is noted. 

Pithos 4: fragmentary, lying west in the periphery. It was 1.42m long and had been repaired 
with lead. It lay in a cavity in the third stratum on top of the stones of the second layer. The 

pithos contained scraps of bones, re-examination of which suggested to Korres that a single 
corpse had been inserted head-first into the pithos. 

Pithos 5: 1.95m long, lying north-northeast In the periphery. There was an opening in the base. 
It contained a contracted burial with the head toward the bottom; a second skull lay at the 
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knees of the skeleton. It lay In a cavity In the third stratum on top of the stones of the second 
layer; the mouth was not preserved. 

Cist 6: just southwest of the bottom of pithos 5, about 55cm x 33cm, judging from the 1978 

plan (Al. 143), containing children's disarticulated bones, without any material culture items, 

judged by Marin3tos to be 'Christian'; Korres suggests It may be later than the main period of 
the mound. While some Slavic burials may be disarticulated, they are often found with 

associated artefacts (W. Bowden, personal communication). On the other hand, there are many 

examples of middle and late bronze age disarticulated burials lacking grave goods. It Is therefore 

at least possible that this grave should date to the period of use of the mound. 

Cist 7: between three and four metres west-northwest of the mound, 2m x 1.1 m according to 

the 1955 plan (Al. f4.3), 2.23m x 0.82m according to the 1954 plan (Al. 14.1). There Is 

no information about its content. Dated 'Christian' by Marin3tos. 

Cist 8: east-northeast at the edge of the mound, 1mx0.72m according to the 1978 plan 
(A1.14.5). It damaged the underlying grave 25, and Is regarded as 'Christian'. 

Cist 9: about 50cm west of pithos 5, not represented on the 1955 or 1978 plans, 60cm x 
30cm judging from the 1954 plan (At . 14.1), disarticulated bones and no finds. The dating 

criteria are as grave 6. 

Cist 10: Just southeast of the bottom of pithos 5,30cm x1 5cm judging from the 1954 plan 
(A1.14.1), containing disarticulated bones and no finds. The dating criteria are as grave 6. 

Pithos 11: 40cm north of the northmost point of the mound, fragmentary. The bones were In 

disorder in 1978, but this may be the result of the 1954-1955 excavations, and no other 
description is available. 

Pithos 12: 1.2m south of the southmost point of the mound, fragmentary. No other details are 

available. 

Pithos 13: lying southwest In the periphery, fragmentary and damaged by cist grave 22. It is 

unusual among the pithol of the periphery in that its bedding punctured both the upper and the 

middle layer of stones. No detail of the content is available. 
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Cist14: between 50cm and 60cm wide and 75cm to 95cm long, judging from the published 

plans. The cist contained three joining fragments of a grey minyan pot, late middle helladic; no 

other details are available. However it may be that this is the cist that Marin3tos singled out as 
being the only MH cist of those found at the mound (presumably on account of the sherds). If 

so, then Marin3tos said that the cist contained a single contracted inhumation. 

Pithos 15: with an aperture In its base and the mouth supported by a drystone construction. It 

was located deep In the mound southeast of the entrance of the horseshoe-shaped construction. 
A fragment of pottery was found underneath the mouth and dated late middle helladic. The 

corpse in this pithos had an obsidian arrow in its chest which Korres compares to finds in the 
Kefalövriso 'shaft grave' (at 23: Vo1imidhia) and to shaft grave IV at Mycenae (1978a, 329- 

330 and notes). The mouth, oriented to the south-southwest, was supported by a drystone 

construction and closed by a slab. There was an aperture in the base of the pithos. 

Cist 16: 45cm x 22cm judging by the 1954 plan (Al. 14.1), located 3.4m south-southeast of 
the mound, lying next to the much larger cists 17 & 18. Characterised as 'Christian' by 
Marinätos. 

Cist 17: 1.87m x 0.6m judging by the 1954 plan (A1.14.1), or 1.5m x 0.7m, according to 
the 1955 plan (Al. 14.3), located just south of number 16 and just north of number 18. 
Characterised as 'Christian' by Marinätos. 

Cist 18: 1.72m x 0.52m judging by the 1954 plan, or 1.5m x 0.7m, according to the 1955 

plan, which looks a little less careful in this case, located south of number 17. Characterised as 
'Christian' by Marin3tos. 

Cist 19: this pithos was buried deep In south-southeast periphery of the mound close to pithos 
15, and hence well preserved; It Is not shown on any published plan. It was 1.45m long and 
had an opening In the base. Its mouth, up to 56cm In diameter, was protected by a drystone 

construction and covering slab that supported and surrounded it (Al. 14.23). The pithos Itself 

was covered by two slabs. Inside remains of two individuals were found (Al. 11.22). One, the 
first inhumation, had had its bones disarticulated and moved to one side at the time of the 
interment of the second, whose legs seem to have been bound together. The pithos contained 
two pots, a late MH kantharos and a jug, the kantharos at the face of the second corpse and the 
jug near the knees (Al. 14.24). 
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Cist 20: 1.9m long, with walls of three slabs on each long side, and one slab on each short side, 

and with three covering slabs. A well-preserved extended burial was found inside (A1.14.32). 

It damaged pithos 21, and so is therefore later, but there were no finds to date it. 

Pithos 21: in the eastern periphery of the mound, badly damaged by cist grave 20 

(Al. /4.32). Its mouth was supported and surrounded by drystone walling that rested on the 

third layer of stones and reached a height of 60cm above it; the mouth itself was destroyed by 

the later cist. There was an aperture in the base of the pithos. The grave contained a single 

contracted inhumation with the head to the bottom of the pithos. Korns suggested that some 

of the stones above and around the pithos might have been placed deliberately to protect It. 

Cist 22: lying southwest In the periphery and damaging pithos 13. It measured 1.95m x 0.5m, 

and contained two extended skeletons, one older than the other and disarticulated. There were 

no finds and so it Is undated. 

Pithoi 23 st 24: two pithoi lying in a single grave cutting of length 1.45m (Al. M25). The 

cutting ran radially from centre to outside, and was probably located in the east-southeast 

periphery of the mound, partly running beyond its edge. The pithol were set lengthwise in the 

pit, mouths toward the outside and the mouth of 23, closed by its covering slab, abutting the 

base of 24. Both pithoi were closed by upright slabs. Pithos 23 (Al. /4.27) was 64.5cm long, 

its mouth 28.3cm wide, and it had four handles. Pithos 24 (Al. 14.28) was 49.3cm long, its 

mouth 24.5cm wide, and it had two handles. Both pithol were decorated in two or three 

registers with diagonal parallel lines (Al. 14.26). The pithol contained infant bones, but no 
information on numbers of individuals or state of preservation is available. The state of the 

bones was too bad to determine whether the bones were articulated. In one of the pithoi2 was a 

small ewer (height 12cm; A1.14.29). 

Burial 25: an extended burial without pithos or cist, and without any accompanying artefacts 
(Al. 14.31). It was damaged by the construction of the late cist grave 8, and so it is at least 

earlier than that, but it is otherwise undated. 

z Said to be pithos 23 (Korr¬s 1980,147) or pithos 24 (Korr6 1980,142). 
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Marinätos noted that in one (or more) of the cists there was a number of skulls. 

Chronology: the chronology of the mound is problematic and has not been resolved. 

Marin3tos believed that It should be dated to the EH-MH transition, based on a vessel found by 

the villagers whose context Is unknown (Al. 14.30); this vessel is likely to be MH in date (see 

discussion in chapter one). Korres also found EH fragments in his 1978 excavation. 

Nevertheless, the majority of artefacts Is middle helladic in date. Some of the evidence Is set out 

by Korres in his 1980 publication (page 143-145). The pithoi themselves he regards as being 

late middle helladic, in contrast to the earlier pithoi in the 17: Vo7dhokiliä mound. Many of the 

(few) other items are said to be MHIII also, although some in the 1978 report are regarded as 

MHI, and MHII is also certainly present (asserted by the excavator and Howell: 1992,76). 

Korres' most recent assertion Is that the entire mound should be MHIII in date (Korres 1984, 

149): 'It Is certain that the horseshoe-shaped cenotaph at Papoülia belongs to the advanced 

phase of the MH period'. This Is difficult to sustain in the face of statements by Howell (1992, 

73,76) and Korns noting the presence of MHI and MHII pottery. The great similarities in 

burial customs between 17: Voidhokili3 (securely dated MHI) and 14: Ayos loännis Papoolia seem 

rather strange If the latter Is regarded as MHIII. The chronology of the mound therefore 

remains doubtful. 

The cist graves of the mound are largely undated, regarded by Marinätos as early Christian. 

One, number 14, held a few fragments of late middle helladic pottery, which might make it 

middle helladic, but the pottery could just as easily have been redeposited there If the cist were 

much later. Finally, 'Roman' tiles are mentioned as having been disturbed by the villagers, 

undoubtedly tile graves often found, for example at 21: Lkfkl. Other casts may have been 

destroyed by their activities. 

There Is one radiocarbon date from the mound (P-2855 Papoulia-1978-1; Hurst at Lawn 

1984,215): 3420±60bp. Korrks quotes this date In calibrated form as 1850-1770±70BC; 

but In the Radiocarbon article it is given as 1880-1675BC. Using a more recent calibration 

curve, however, the calibrated date should perhaps be In the range 1760.1634BCI (so MHIII- 

LHI, table 1.1). The sample was of charcoal and ash and probably from the area in front of the 
horseshoe-shaped construction, as described by Korns (marked on the 1978 plan 
'1)(vii Kaikew '); however, the Radiocarbon article suggests that it is from a niche in the centre 
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of the north wall of the horseshoe-shaped construction. If so, this niche is not described in the 

publications. In any case, the date concurs exactly with late middle helladic and suggests that 

any cult activity in front of the horseshoe-shaped construction could be dated to that period, 

although little confidence can be placed in a single radiocarbon determination. 

Comments: none. 

'Calculated by the University of Washington Quaternary Isotope Lab Radiocarbon Calibration Program 
version 3.0: Stuiver 8L Reimer (1993). The date range I have given Is with a single standard deviation; 
with two, the range would be 1882-1526ec (so MHII-LHIIA, table 1.1). 
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Al. 14. I. Plan of Ayos loannis Papoülia after first season of excavation (1954). After Marin3tos 1954, 
figure 12. 
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A 1.14.3. Plan of Ayos loännis Papoülia after the second season of excavation (1955). After Korres 
1976c, plate PMH'. 

A]. 14.4. Ayos loannis 
Papoülia from west- 
northwest. After Korres 
19781, plate 197. 
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A 1.14.5. Ayos loannis Papoülia. Plan of excavations after 1978 season. After Korres 1 978a, figure 1. 
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1.4 Hpuý, '. 1. Mound from southeast. After Kornes 1980,1 

A1.14.10. A, 
., ",, oulia. WrSttin s«tiOf 0t !, _�, -" ing overlain layers of tl',, ,.. ý. 

layer visible to the left, middle layer to the right. After Korres 1980a, plate 1 07ß. 
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AI. 14.1 1. Ayos loannis I'apoulia. Su(t ii . ý,... _, uoL, nJ showing layers of earth and flat stones. After 
Korres 1980a, plate 107a. 

A 1.14.12. A, ý" Papoülia. Vieý% of centre of mound from ahoýe. After Korres I9/'o.,, 
198. 



A]. 14.13. Ayos loännis 
Papoülia. Central 
horseshoe-shaped 
construction. After 
Marinatos 1955, plate 
970. 

A 1.14.1 4. Ayos loannis 
Papoülia. Central 
horseshoe-shaped 
construction from behind, 

showing the stones of the 
first layer and original 
mound. After Korres 
1980, plate I 15u. 

A 1.14.15. Ayos loinnis Papoülia. Centre of 
mound from above, showing central horseshoe- 
shaped construction, original mound (lower layer) 
around it, the two upper layers of the later mound, 
and (bottom left) pithos burial 19. After Korres 
1980, plate 106a. 
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Al. 14.16. Ayos loannis 
Papoülia. Central 
horseshoe-shaped 
construction, original 
mound, and surrounding 
later mound. Photograph 
by Nigel Spencer. 

Al. 14.17. Ayos Ioännis 
Papoülia. Central 
horseshoe-shaped 
construction. 

Al. 14.18. Ayos loännis 
Papoülia. Remaining in situ 
cover slab of central 
horseshoe-shaped 
construction. Scale: I m. 
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Al. 14.19. Ayos 
loannis Papoülia. 
West-northwest 
periphery of 
mound: breach in 

upper layer for 

pithos 3; middle 
layer visible 
underneath. After 
Korres I 980a, 

plate 109a. 
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A]. 14.20. Ayos 
Ioannis Papoülia. 
Pithos 3 in situ. 
After Marinatos 
1954, figure 1 I. 

A 1.14.21. Ayos Ioännis Papoülia. Pithos 3 (height 2.1 8m) on 
display in Höra Museum. 
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A]. 14.2 2. 
Ayos loännis 
Papoülia. Grave 
pithos 19 under 
excavation. 
After Korres 
I 980a, plate 
I 10ß. 

A 1.14.23. 
Ayos loannis 
Papoülia. Mouth 

of pithos 19 
supported by 
drystone 

construction. 
After Korres 
I 980a, plate 
llla. 

A1.14.24. 
Ayos loännis 
Pipoülia. Finds 
from grave 
pithos 19. After 
Korres I 980a, 

plate 11lP. 
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Al. 14.2 5. Ayos 
Ioännis Papoülia. 
Burial pithoi 23 81 
24 in situ. After 
Korres 1980a, 
plate 1120. 

I, / 

A 1.14.26. Ayos 
lo. nnis Papoülia. 
Burial pithoi 23 81 
24. After Korres 
1980a, figure 3. 

Al. 14.28. A, 
Burial pithos 24. Ater Korre! 
plate 1 13y. 

'. ipoülia. 
1980a, 
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Al. 14.29. Ayos Ioännis Papoülia . Ewer (left) 
from pithos 23. After Korres I 980a. plate I 13a. 

Al. 14.30. Ayos loannis Papoülia. 'Stamnos' 
(right), found during first excavation season. After 

Marinitos 1954, figure 9. 

400 

1 4. S I. r,,, , i.; ims ! ', ipouJ L. Pit burial number 25. After Kotres ivý. i, pl. 1te IOob. 

A1.14.32. Ayos loannis Papouii_i. (i burial number 20 and pithos burial nunihcr 2 1. Attu 
I 980a, plate 1 12a. 



Plätanos 15 
1: 200,000 map reference: Plätanos is -1.59'30"e 37.1 'n Messinla. 

Description: three MH burial mounds, part of a group of sites around Papodlia, Iklena and 
PI tanos. 

Directions: approaching Pl3tanos from the west, one of the mounds may be found at the 

sharpest bend in the road, which is also marked by a roadside shrine and a farm track. The 

mound is on the inside of the bend in the road. (This should be McDonald 8t Hope Simpson's 

number 2). 

References: McDonald & Hope Simpson (1961,241); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson (1979, 

143-144); Korres (1982,230). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: McDonald and Hope Simpson found two mounds is the area west of Pl3tanos: the first 

said to be 700m west, the second 1.2km west. I was only able to find the second. There is a 
third mound, located by Korres, Urn west of Plätanos, on which a house is said to have been 

built in 1962 of the stones In the mound. The area is generally the interface between the highly 

dissected ridge land off the coast and the central Messenian plateau. The mound that I have 

seen is located at the end of a low ridge (Al. /S. 3). 

Architecture: the mound that I visited is situated at the end of a low ridge which the road 

curves around. The diameter seemed to be 13m from east to west and 1 Om from north to 

south. The height cannot be more than 3m, and taking into account its position on a slope, 
may be somewhat less. Nevertheless, as the photograph (Al. IS. 1) makes clear, this is an 
indisputably human artefact and well defined in the landscape. At least at the top its major 
component is stone and it has probably been added to by field clearance. Equally, ploughing 
and erosion around it have certainly reduced its diameter and made it seem more well-defined. 
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McDonald at Hope Simpson's number 1 is said to be 12m in diameter and 3m high, while their 

number 2 is said to be 22m in diameter and 4m high. Both are said to be burial mounds, while 
Korres' mound could be either a burial mound or a collapsed tholos tomb. 

Finds: There is abundant ceramic lying on the mound that I have visited. However, the 

majority of it would appear to be very modem (mostly tile). Only a few pieces appear to be 

prehistoric, but middle and late helladic are definitely among these'. There is also a pile of 

extremely weathered bone lying on the surface, but these could easily be recent. 

Korres records finds of middle helladic pithos at the mound noted by him. McDonald 8z Hope- 
Simpson note pithos fragments and cover slabs at their two mounds. 

Chronology: MH-LH. 

Comments: this monument, the other two associated with it in this entry, and the monuments 

mentioned at 14: Ayos loännis Papoülia, would appear to be built into a ceremonial landscape 

stretched throughout this area of Messinfa, In the regions of Papoülia and Plätanos, north to 
27: Roütsi, and perhaps also including the area south near Ikiena, at least for the late Mycenaean 

period. 

' As confirmed by Dr P. Sarrf when we visited the monument together. 
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Al. I5.1. Mound near Plätanos. Scale: 2m. 

A1.15.2. Vies west from mound near Plätanos. 
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Korifäsio 16 
1: 200,000 map reference: the village is -2°2'e, 37^0'5"n Messinia. 

Description: medium sized tholos tomb, constructed In late MH times. Variously referred to as 
Korifäsio, Osm3naga or Harats3ri. 

Directions: on the main road south from Korifäsio, there is a small industrial complex (a 
builder's yard? ). About 150m south of here, there is a greenhouse to the right and a fenced 

area of land to the left. At the end of the fence a track leads past a house, after which point the 

site is signposted. It is situated at an intersection of three telegraph lines 80m south of the last 

signpost. 

References: Kourouni6tis (1926); Biegen published some of the pottery (1954); Korns 

(1976a, 1977a, 1982c); L61os (1985,172-178); McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1961, 

242); Hope Simpson 81 Dickinson (1979,130-131). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: Kourouniötis excavated the tomb in a single season, and the report is extremely 
brief; Körres re-examined it by clearing out recent fill, but was unable to pursue a projected 
excavation of the dromos and stomion, not excavated by Kourouniötis. 

Setting: the tomb is set in the coastal plain, a good distance from the sea and at the foot of the 
first ridges leading up to the central Messenian plateau. It is close to the foot of the Englian6s 

ridge. The tomb Is underground, but may originally have been covered by a small mound. The 

area was perhaps the location of an EH settlement site. 

Architecture: the chamber (A1.16.1-3) Is about 6m in diameter and about the same height; 

the stomion to the northeast is 1.5m deep, 1,95m wide and 2.75m high, covered by three 

unworked lintel blocks. The whole length of the stomion was blocked with a wall of small 
stones; this was not excavated. 
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Korns notes that there appear to be two distinct contexts In the fabric of the wall: upper stones 

are a different colour than those belows. Korns suggests that the tomb may have collapsed and 
been rebuilt: such a collapse might have occurred In the late LHI or early LHII phase; however, 

the difference may simply be due to differential exposure. 

Finds: Kourouni6tis excavated a think black layer at 1m above the floor and thought this was 
the burial layer. In fact it is the level of later cult in the late Classical and early Hellenistic 

periods (as confirmed by Korres). At this time the content of the tomb was thoroughly 
disturbed. No contextual data were preserved by the excavator. 

Finds included a double cup, bowls, and jugs; most of it was in middle helladic rather than 

Mycenaean styles, and obviously missing items are objects such as Vafib cups, for example. 

Given the conditions of excavation, perhaps not too much can be read Into this: there Is no real 

sense of how far the published material can be said to represent the content of the tomb. 

Chronology: the early date of this tomb was established In 1954 when Carl Biegen published 

some of the pottery. Lölos confirms the date of this pottery as late MH (presumably MHIII) 

and early LHI, with the latest pieces falling to the LHI/II transition. Without contextual 
information, speculation on different phases of use Is groundless. 

Comments: this tholos tomb now fits with a general context of tholos construction In MHIII 

Messinfa rather than forming a specific point of origin. 

5 Not really visible In the photographs included here, but I can confirm this phenomenon is visible In the 
field. 
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Voidhokiliä 17 
1: 200,000 map reference: -2°3'30"e 36°57'50"n Messinta. 

Description: an LHI tholos tomb set within an earlier MH burial mound, itself set on the 

remains of an EHII settlement site (successor to a neolithic site). 

Directions: taking the main north road from Pilos, Voidhokiliä Is signposted left along an 

unmade road. On arriving at the coast, turn right to reach the bay. The monument can be 

reached by crossing the stream on foot and climbing to the top of the ridge. It is hidden among 

trees and bushes. Ancient Pylos, the cave of Nestor and the castle above can be reached by 

walking around the bay. 

References: Marin3tos (1956,1958); Korres: 1975a, 1976a, 1977a, 1978a, 1979a, 

1979b, 1980,1981,1982a. McDonald 81 Hope Simpson (1961,243); Hope Simpson 81 
Dickinson (1979,131-132). 

Publication: detailed preliminary. 

Excavation: the mound was attacked by clandestine excavators in 1923. Marinätos partly 

excavated the chamber of the tholos tomb In 1956; Korres carried out a full excavation in the 
1970s. 

Setting: the site is located at the north end of the Bay of Navarino (Al. 17.1-6). A low rocky 

ridge is pierced by the sea at one point, and the sea flowing inward has caused the creation of 

the half-moon shaped Bay of Voidhokilii. The ridge continues southwest and Is the site of rich 

archaeological remains: ancient Pylos, the neolithic cave of Nestor, and a mediaeval castle 
(Al. 17.5). The northeast part of the ridge Is relatively flat on top, and Is occupied by the 

remains of settlement and the later mound and tholos. The setting is visible from far around, 

and commands a wide view: to the north, the height of Ayos Nikdlaos is the site of another 

middle helladic mound; to the southeast, the Bay of Navarino and most immediately Osm3naga 

lagoon; and further east extends towards I6: Korifäsio. Although the site is located on a widely 

visible landmark, the Immediate approach from below renders the monuments invisible until 

one has climbed level; approaching from the north, there Is a large flat area, where Korres has 

speculated settlement may have been located. 
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Architecture: the funerary monuments are located on a flat area of limestone that is scarred 
with hollows or pits. The entire area was taken up with an EHII (and neolithic) settlement 
(which Is not described here). Most of these hollows were filled In with earth, pebbles or 

detritus either during the period of the EHII settlement or as a result of the abandonment and 
destruction of it. 

A low mound (Al. >7.7-9), perhaps not more than 1m high, was heaped up of the 

abandoned EHII settlement after some time, probably in the early MH period. Its diameter 

ranges from 13.7m to 15.2m and it was demarcated by a line of stones of circumference 46m. 

Although these are characterised as a peribolos wall by their excavator, they are little more than 

a single line of unworked stones, although larger than the stones on top of the mound and 
deliberately placed. The constitution and stratigraphy of the mound is extremely complex, not 

only because of its genesis from settlement material, but also because of repeated later 

interventions. Its basic form is that of a single mound of mixed earth and settlement debris 

covered with a layer of stones. Korns believes that much of the southern and central parts of 
the mound underwent considerable alteration In LHI when the tholos chamber, stomion and 
dromos were constructed. This explains the extension of the mound on the southwest and the 

apparent multiple periboloi there; it also explains the disposition of the pithol, as mentioned 
below. The mound seems to have undergone morphological change during each pithos burial, 

however, since it seems that in general the stones where the pithos was to be placed were 

removed and placed outside the peribolos, thus extending the radius of the mound in that 

particular area. This in particular explains the odd form of the northern circumference. There Is 

also likely to have been an outer peribolos, of diameter about 25m. This has been located In a 
few areas (but not on the published plan, which was made before the completion of the 

excavations). It seems that the area between the peribolos of the mound and this outer 

peribolos was for the most part strewn with pebbles just as the surface of the mound. The date 

of this addition is unknown: It may have been part of the original architecture. Thus the overall 
appearance of the monuments is of a low, stone-covered mound with a surrounding stony 

periphery. 

In the LHI period the centre of the mound was excavated in order to create the space for a 
small tholos tomb (sometimes called the ̀ tomb of Thrasymedes'; Al. 17.. 7-9, A1.17.30-31); 

the south part of the mound was also heavily disturbed, which included the removal and 
reburial of some pithoi, as detailed below. The tholos is built mainly of sandstones, taken from 

the beach below, with a few limestones, especially in the stomion, and It Is entirely above 
ground. Its diameter is 4.93m to 5.03m, the circuit of the walls fairly irregular and particularly 

Appendix One 17: Voidhokili3 410 



flattened on the east. This causes the stomion to be asymmetrical In relation to the chamber, 

seeming to favour the east side. Given that the estimated original height of the mound Is little 

more than Im, the tholos would presumably have protruded from it by three to four metres. 

The mound was however built up a little around the tholos at the time of Its construction, up to 

the current surviving height of 1.95m. The chamber contained a cist (Al. 17.34) made of flat 

slabs set on edge that protruded from the floor in the northeast quadrant, creating the 

impression of a box on the floor. The box was not symmetrical, with dimensions of 63cm to 

73cm x 38.5cm to 42.5cm. It protruded up to 22cm from the floor. The stomion is about 

2.35m long and about 1.3m wide, narrowing to 1.2m wide toward the top; the stomion 

survives to a height of up to 1.29m, and obviously no lintel Is in situ (Al. 17.33). The 

'dromos' of the tomb, the area of the mound cleared In front of the stomion, is about 7.8m In 

length and 2.2m in width. The nature of this dromos remains unclear; it is presumably simply 

an approach to the stomion cut in the low mound. The floor of the chamber after excavation 

was found to consist of cavities In the bedrock (Al. 17.32), which had been filled with EH 

settlement debris and covered with two earth floors. 

There are no details of the architecture of mound B. 

Finds: the middle helladic burial pithoi are here numbered as on the published plan. Numbers 

2,3 and 8 are not funerary and seem to belong to an EH storeroom; pithos 9 Is also probably 

early helladic. 

Pithos 1 (A1.17.12-14): this pithos was 1.76m long (originally 1.8m to 1.85m); it was 
found 1.06m above the rock surface, and just under the surface of the mound: this is higher 

than the others, and the surrounding matrix Is certainly the result of the construction of the 

tholos - there is no stone covering here. Given this and Its location less than Im from the 

stomion of the later tholos, Korres suggests strongly that the pithos was exhumed in the 

construction process and reburied just to the right of the stomion. Like all of the pithol, It Is 

placed horizontally with the mouth roughly oriented toward the outside of the mound and the 

base toward the centre. The mouth was originally covered by a slab that fell away; the mouth 

was badly broken, as was the body, which contained a fill derived partly from EH contexts, but 

two items of pottery, one identifiable as an early MH kantharos, were found within, along with 

a few unidentified human bones. 

Pithos 4 (Al. 17.18-19): the placing of this pithos broke the northern line of the peribolos of 
the mound. The surviving length was 1.13m, although the top was missing; the surviving width 
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was 93cm. The pithos is largely outside the area of the main mound, its base resting where two 

stones of the peribolos were removed. The pithos contained two burials, one contracted and 

one disarticulated. The pithos was placed in the mound after number 12, nearby, because it 

occupied the space where the stones removed during the interment of pithos 12 had been 

placed. This, and the shape of the base, suggests that the pithos may belong to a later phase 

than MHI; within the pithos, however, an early minyan sherd may belong to a pot buried with 

one of the dead, suggesting an early date. 

Pithos 5 (A1.17.13-14): this pithos Is situated next to number one and had perhaps been 

reburied along with it when the tholos was constructed. It was about 1.47m long, 95cm wide, 

with an aperture of 50cm diameter at the rim, and was similarly placed horizontally with base 

toward the centre. No covering slab for the mouth was found. One contracted corpse was 

found inside, along with a grey minyan kantharos, said to be early, a 'black burnished flask' at 

the knee, and a knife, 26,5cm long, with silver pins (Al. 17.15). 

Pithos 6 (Al. 17.21): this pithos is located in the southeast quadrant of the mound, like 

numbers 1 8t 5, but much further from the centre, and indeed outside the peribolos line. The 

base is toward the centre, the mouth to the outside, like all the others. Its surviving length was 
1.64m, and Korres estimated Its original length at 1.8m. No cover slab was found, and part of 

the rim was missing. Two dead were found within, resting in a contracted position, head toward 

the bottom. The first, which was female, had been placed on a bed of multi-coloured sea- 

pebbles; the second was interred later, at which time the bones of the first were placed to the 

side, disturbing the pebble floor. 

Pithos 7 (Al. /7.22): the pithos was badly decayed and was damaged during excavation. It 

survived to a length of 1.89m and 90cm width. It was placed with its mouth on the line of the 

peribolos of the mound, where the stones were removed. An area had been cleared for it, and 

this area was marked by boundary stones lined up around, clearly differentiating it from the 

stone covered surface of the mound. Stones from this cleared area were placed outside the 

peribolos, extending the mound at this point. The pithos held one probably male skeleton, 

which was found toward the top of the pot. Korns speculates that this pithos was removed 
from the centre of the mound during the construction of the tholos chamber and reburied In 

the northwest quadrant, and that during this movement the bones gathered at the bottom. With 

the corpse were a bronze knife, a grey minyan kantharos, a small pot of 'adriatic' ware 
(Al. 17.20 left), a bronze pin, and a silver hair ring. Many pebbles inside the pot suggest the 

possibility that the skeleton originally lay on a pebble floor. 
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Pithos 10 (Al. 17.23): this pithos survived to a length of 1.79m and a width of 1.13m, 

located in the northwest quadrant of the mound toward the centre. It was placed on a bed of 

stones, unlike the other pithoi, which leads Korres to speculate that this pithos is also among 

those reburied during the creation of the tholos tomb. A cover slab was found near the mouth. 

The pithos contained a few human bones, some animal bones, probably bos, and several 

artefacts: three pots, one of which was a grey minyan kantharos. 

Pithos 11 (Al. /7.24): this pithos Is located on the east axis of the mound. The stones of the 

capping of the mound were removed when It was placed there; these were arranged to the east 

of the mound to create a kind of threshold for the pithos. The stones of the peribolos were also 

removed. The mouth of the pithos was stopped by two covering slabs: the outer was 73cm long 

and held in place by a stone construction. The Inner slab was artificial, made of cement and 

pebbles, may well have protruded above the surface of the mound as a marker. The base of the 

pithos lies against the layer of stones raised up around the tholos tomb above the original level 

of the mound: Korns believes that the builders of the tholos were careful not to extend these 

stones over the pithos. The pithos contained one skeleton and a grey minyan kantharos 

(Al. 17.17) which seemed to be in a higher layer and so might not be contemporary with the 
burial. The mouth of the pithos was broken, perhaps before interment. 

Pithos 12: this pithos lies a little to the north of the chamber of the tholos tomb, and south of 

pithos 4, than which It Is stratigraphically earlier. The mouth was covered with a slab that was 
held in place by other stones. The stones from the capping of the mound, removed to make 

way for the pithos, were placed to the north, outside the peribolos, and In the area later 

occupied by pithos 4. The surviving length of pithos 12 was 1.55m. Few skeletal remains and 

no artefacts were found within. No further details are available. 

Pithos 13: this pithos was destroyed by the intervention of tomb robbers in 1923, who dug a 
trench through the area where 13 was interred. During his study of the disposition of this 

trench, Korres found sherds of the pithos, bones believed to have come from its occupant (or 

occupants), and sherds of early grey minyan pottery. The pithos was located in the northeast 

quadrant of the mound. 

On the peribolos of the mound at the south-southwest point where the walls of an EH 

storeroom are located, a depas amfikipellon or 'double cup' (described generally by Howell: 

1992,60,74,77) of the later MH period was located (Al. 17.25). For Korres, this vessel 
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should be linked to funerary rites and witnesses the continuing use or acknowledgement of the 

mound in the later middle helladic period. Moreover, he felt It had been removed from a point 
further west during the construction of the tholos tomb. 

Two other middle helladic graves were located. One was an unusual pit grave located In the 

south of the mound just to the east of the later'dromos', and just outside the peribolos of the 

mound (Al. 17.25, Al. /7.28-29). The pit was rectangular (length 1.53m) and was 

surrounded by large unworked stones. A rabbet on the north and east sides suggests that the 

grave was originally provided with a wooden roof, although it does not seem to have been very 

deep. The floor was thickly (at least 5cm) bedded with multi-coloured sea pebbles, 1 cm to 

2.3cm in size. These may also have been scattered over the corpse, which was a single 

contracted adult female, who was wearing a silver hair ring. Bones of an embryonic human 

suggest the dead person had been pregnant. Two small pots were placed next to the face, one 

of 'adriatic' ware (Al. f7.20). The skeleton's head was to the south. 

East of the mound a second grave was located (Al. 17.26-27). This was a cist grave with two 

contracted burials, lying east-west with skulls to the west. These were also placed on a pebble- 

strewn floor. One pot of middle helladic date was located behind the skull of the southern 

burial. 

The other principal finds to be described are associated with the tholos tomb. The chamber was 

excavated in 1956 to floor level, although Korres subsequently discovered that this floor level 

was not the earliest of the tomb. Few details were published then, but Korres has given details 

from Marinätos' excavation notebooks. 

The chamber was badly damaged by the incursion of 1923 and by earlier interventions in the 

hellenistic period. In total Marinitos excavated seven or eight burials along with the remains of 

a whole ox. All of these were around the edge of the chamber (the 1923 trench runs through 

the chamber from northeast to centre to west). In the northwest quadrant were two articulated 

adult skeletons and the head of a child; at the north wall was another skull; In the east was the 

stone box and another skull, along with the ox. Of the box or cist (Al. /7.34) little is known: 

Items said to have been found 'near' It include a gold papyrus cutout, a steatite spindle and 

another item of steatite, another spindle, two LHIIIB pots, one sard and two faience beads, and 

small bits of bronze. Bits of skull and bone were preserved In the box. An LHI cup was found In 

the northeast quadrant; four gold bands were found near the skull of a child in the northwest 

quadrant; many beads, belonging perhaps to necklaces, and other small finds are noted briefly. 
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Near the ox skull and bones Marinätos found and removed a pile of stones that he felt might be 

an altar. 22 flint and obsidian arrowheads found on the floor near the entrance were dated 

middle or late Mycenaean by Korres. The stomion was blocked, and kylix sherds are noted 

nearby, along with a Vafib cup and a pot dated LMI. 

Lölos (1985,179-181) examined the early pottery from the chamber. He notes as LHI a cup 
from the east part of the chamber, LHI fragments from the stomion, and a Vafid cup and other 
fragments from outside the entrance; one LHIIA fragment was recovered In the chamber. One 

plain ladle from the chamber may be early. 

The floor that Marinatos excavated to was strewn with multi-coloured sea pebbles both in the 

chamber and the stomion. In excavating it Korres found five further arrowheads, at least one of 

which was of very high quality. The pebble floor was removed to uncover the natural rock 

surface, with its filled in cavities (Al. 17.32), above which was the LHI floor of the tholos. 

Two further arrowheads were found on this floor, and including finds elsewhere, the final total 

for the tomb was 42. The large central hollow was found to have been excavated and filled in 

with material out of context of all periods from neolithic to late Mycenaean: the latter was 

represented by a broken LHIII figurine. Although few other details are available, sherds of all 

periods from LHI to LHIIIB are represented in the finds from the tomb. All of the cavities In 

the floor, save the large central one, contained EH debris, except that under the cist, which 

contained bones, sherds and evidence of burning, the chronology of which Is not made clear. 

Korres hypothesised that a second MH burial mound was located on the crown of the hill of 
Ayos Nikblaos, 350m to the north of mound A. The evidence for this consists of the use of 

apparently ancient pithos fragments in the matrix of the church walls and the discovery of a 

single pithos that was investigated in, 1953 and again in 1980, along with observed 'adriatic' 

ware sherds on the crown of the hill. The pithos was partly destroyed by the church 
(Al. 37.36), but contained the remains of a single skeleton. The surviving length of the pithos 
is 1.2m and originally it should have been 1.7m to 1.8m in length. There was little visible 

evidence of a mound in 1995, when I visited the church. A third mound may have been 

located at the nearby site of 25: Dhivärl. 

Chronology: an exact understanding of the history of the mound is not yet possible, although 

many details have been published. Its original diameter of about 14m, surrounded by a line of 

stones, is relatively clear; but other details, such as the outer peribolos and various other partial 
lines of stones are neither dated nor clearly understood. In outline, however, the general history 
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of the mound is as follows: at the start of the middle helladic period, the mound was heaped up 

of the settlement debris of the EHII period, and covered with a cap of rounded stones; at least 

nine burial pithoi were interred in the mound, in roughly horizontal position with their bases to 

the centre and their mouths to the outside. These pithol were not elaborately bedded, lacking 

built supports for their mouths, but some had cover slabs for the mouth and some were placed 
in pits marked out by lines of stones. Stones removed during the interment of pithol were 

generally placed outside the mound In front of the pithos, perhaps thus forming a marker. If 

there was any central construction, no evidence of it has survived. The burial period seems to 

have been earlier, rather than later, middle helladic, on the basis of early grey minyan sherds in 

some of the burials, but it Is not entirely excluded that some burials may have taken place later 

In the middle helladic period, perhaps especially pithos six. 

In the LHI period some pithoi were exhumed and reburied away from the centre and south of 
the mound; a small tholos tomb was built with its chamber in the centre and Its stomion to the 

south. This tholos is unusual in many regards, being founded on the ground and protruding by 

up to three metres from the mound, which was heightened around the chamber; the stomion 

was short, and the dromos was little more than a flattened approach to the stomion. Of the 
finds from the tholos we know relatively little; ceramic of most periods is represented but in 

small amounts, and little contextual Information survives. There appear to have been two floors, 

but the laying of the second, pebble floor seems to have Included a clearing of the chamber, to 
judge by the lack of finds when Korres excavated It. The central hollow may well have been 

used for burial, but its excavation Is virtually unrecorded. 

Chronologically there Is a gap between the early MH pithos burials and the early LH tholos 

tomb. This need not be a difficulty; the mound may well have fallen out of use, and have been 

rediscovered in the early Mycenaean period. Alternatively, and this is perhaps hinted at by the 
discovery of the depas amfikipellon (Al. 17.2S), said to be of later MH years, the way the 

mound was used may have changed, so that it became a focus of non-intrusive ritual. 
Nevertheless, in this case one would have expected the discovery of more material that could 
be assigned to later MH years. 

The chronology of the mound is based on early middle helladic sherds from a number of 
burials, some forming complete kantharol (kantharos sherds from pithol 1,5,7,10 8t 11; 

other grey minyan sherds in pithol 4 8t 13). Pithos 4 is stratigraphically later than pithos 12, 
but it contains early grey minyan sherds. Only pithos 6 might be later; it was placed well 
outside the periphery of the mound, and its burials rested on a bed of sea pebbles, as did that In 
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the nearby pit grave. The pebbles alone cannot be used to indicate date, as they were also used 
much later to form the second floor of the tholos tomb, and were used In pithos 7, which 
contained early sherds. 

The chronology of the tholos tomb is also obscure. Pottery of all periods Is represented, but 

little Is known of context, and In all probability successive intrusions In the Hellenistic period 
and in modern times have done much to damage such Information. The LHI pottery does, 

however, suggest Its construction in LHI, and its unusual form, and its setting within an earlier 

monument, all agree with such a suggestion. 

Comments: given that the mound is early, its similarity to other such mounds, in particular 
14: Ayos loännis Papoülia, is strange. These two mounds share many common factors: they are 

of similar size, they both contain a central construction, and both contain pithol that face 

radially outward. The structure of the mound at 14: Ayos lomnnis Papoülia Is better known, and is 

more complex than that at 17: Voidhokiliä. The central construction at 14: Ayos loännis PapoWia 

is primary in its sequence; at 17: Voidhokiiiä the tholos Is later, but its construction may well 
have obliterated some predecessor. The similarities are difficult to dismiss, and If other mounds 

could be found where similar burial traditions were apparent, this might go some way to bridge 

the chronological gap between the two. 
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A1.17.1. Void hokiIii: limestone outcrop above coast. Moun. l iu,! t" I :,, i ily 
centre. 
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Cave of Nestor and ancient Pylos. 
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Al. 17.4. Bay of Voidhokiliä from Cave of Nestor. 
Voidhokiliä mound indicated by grey area amid maquis on 
far limestone outcrop; mound B indicated by church 
above and to the left. 
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A]. 17.5. Sketch of Voidhokiliä and 
surrounding region. After McDonald 
& Hope Simpson 1961, illustration 
10. 
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A1 . 17.3. Voidhokilia: Cave of Nestor & Paleökastro. 

Al . 17.6. Voidhokiliä. The bay from the Cave of Nestor. 



Al. 17.8. Section through mound. After Korns 1978a, napevOe coS rival; IB'. 
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A]. 17.9. Voidhokiliä: plan of mound. After Korres 1978a, napevOEtioq 7tiva4 IB'. 
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AI. 1/. I U. VoidhukiIi. i: It i . ut .ý littni ,,, tj i- ' Ilti Kultes 1978x, plate 204. 

Al .1/. 1 1. VoidhokiIi. i: excavated area from east. After Kories 1978 a, plate 205. 
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A]. 17.12. Voidhokilii: funerary pithos LA fter Kornes 1977a, figure 9& 1979a, pIIte 106(3. 

Al. 17.13. Voidhokiliä: funerary 
pithos I (right) and funerary 
pithos 5 (left). After Korres 
1977a, plate 155a. 

Al. 17.14. Voidhokili i: funerary 
pithos I (left) and funerary pithos 
5 (right). Stomion of tholos tomb 
to left. Double cup in right of 
pictre. After Korres I 977a, plate 
1 55(3. 
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knife from funerary pithos 
5. After Korr6s 1979x, 
plate I I2y. 

Al. 17.16. Voidhokili i: 
fragments from funerary 

pithos 3, showing lead joins 

used for repair. After 
Korns 1978a, plate 213y. 

Al. I7.17. Voidhokili3: 
kantharos from funerary 
pithos II. After Korres 
1 978a, plate 21 2a. 
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A1.17.18. 
Voidhokili5: 
funerary pithos 
4. After Korres 
1977a, plate 
1588. 
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A1.17.19. 
Voidhokiliä: 
funerary pithos 
4. After Korres 
1978a, figure 
8. 

AI. 17.20. VoIdhokili i: 'adriatic' ware. Left: 
from funerary pithos 7. Right: from stone 
enclosed grave to south of mound. After 
Korres I 977a, plate I60y & 1978a, plate 
2 I2ß. 
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A1.17.21. 
Voidhokili5: 
funerary pithos 6. 
After Korres 
1977a, plate 

59, y. 

A1.17.22. 
Voidhokilia: 
funerary pithos 7. 
After Korres 
1977a, plate 
159a. 

A I. 17.23. Voidhokili. i: funerary pithos 10. After 
Kurres I977a, plate I60a. 
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A]. 17.24. Voidhokiliä: funerary pithos 11. Top: before excavation. Middle: 
contents of pithos. Bottom: after excavation. After Korres 1977a, plate 1570, 
and 1979a, plate 107a 81 I07ß. 
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Al. 17.2 5. Vöidhokili3. Left: area of later stomion with 
funerary pithoi I&5 and the MH stone enclosed 
grave. Above: double cup found between the pithoi 
and the grave (see also Al. 17.14). After Korres 
1978a, plate 203a (left) and 1996 (right). 
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A]. 17.26. Voidhokili3: 
eastern MH grave outside of 
mound. After Korres 1979a, 
figure 6. 

A1.17.27. 
Voidhokili3: eastern 
MH grave outside 
of mound. After 
Korres I979a, 
plate 11 2a. 
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Al. 17.29. Voidhokili3: MH grave in southeast section 
l60ß. 
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A1.17.28. Voidhokili3: southeast section of excavation. In the foreground, MH enclosed tomb. After 
Korres 1977a, plate 1 49ß. 
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A I. 17.32. Voidhokilii: floor of chamber of tholes ti null, showing cavities in surface. S<alc: 2ni. 

AI. I/. VoiLlhokiliä: interior of chamber and possible lintel stone. Scale: I m. 
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AI. 1ý. 5 1. Voidhokiliä: eist in floor of [holds tomb. After Korres 1976x, pl. uc I /_'; i. 

Al. 17.35. Vöidhokilia: eastern parastade of stonmion, showing rougher (om uknon brhind well-Lied 
facade. After Korres I 980b, plate 11 9a. 



A 
At. 17.36. Voidhokilii: mound B. Pithos 
fragments. After Korres 1980b, plate 

1 283. 
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Tragana 18 
1: 200,000 map reference: the village is -2.3'e 37^0'40"n Messinfa. 

Description: Two large tholos tombs at the end of a ridge. 

Directions: from the village square, take a concrete path to the church; pass through the 

grounds of the church and keep on the track for about a kilometre, bearing left. The site can be 

quite tricky to locate. 

References: excavation: Skias (1909), Kourounibtis (1912,1914), Marinätos (1955,1956) 

and Korres (1976a, 1977a, 1978a, 1980a); McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1961,239-240); 

Hope Simpson u Dickinson (1979,132-133). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: the stomion of tholos 1 was excavated by Skfas, the chamber by Kourouniötis. 

Marindtos returned to the site in the 50s to excavate the second tholos and the dromos of the 
first; Korres returned in the 70s for a prolonged cleaning and measuring operation that included 

sieving of the spoil of the earlier excavations. For tholos 1 In particular the early date of the 

excavations precludes any secure statements about the disposition of the fill of the chamber, 

which was In any case the result of human activity over several long periods. 

Setting: the tholol are located at the southwest end of a ridge that runs parallel with that on 

which the palace of Nestor is situated (the Englianbs ridge). It Is on this ridge that the site of 
Vouroülia (mentioned below) and the tumuli of 21: Lefki (2.5km to the north) and 20: Tragäna 

Kapourika are situated. The ridge Is thus one of the principal routes from Navarino inland. The 

tholol enjoy a spectacular view of this coastal area (Al. 18.12; today Impeded by tree cover). 
As the published drawing (Al. 18.1) shows, tholos 2 Is positioned at the apex of the end of 

the ridge, Its dromos pointing southward; tholos 1 Is placed further north, on the east side of 
the ridge, its dromos pointing nearly eastward. The positioning and orientation of the tholol 

relate both to the plain below and to the ridge above, already by this time dotted with funerary 

monuments. 
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Architecture: both tholol are built of rough sandstone, with cut blocks in the stomlon. Tholos 

1 varies between 7.2m and 7.3m In diameter and survived to 3m in height when it was first 

excavated. The stomion Is of large cut sandstones In neat layers (Al. 18.2-3). The lintel Is 

formed of three blocks, of which two are in situ (Al. 18.5). The central lintel Is 2.3m x 1.32m 

x 60cm, the inner lintel is 2.7m x 1.26m x 60cm. This inner lintel Is slightly curved with the 

wall of the chamber. The third block lay broken In the dromos: it was only 1.84m x 82cm x 
47cm. The stomion is 2.8m deep (long) at the floor, and because of the corbelling of the 

chamber wall is 3.15m long at the top. It is 2.9m high and 1.45m (Kouroun16tis) to 1.52m 

(Korns) to 1.7m (Marinätos) wide. The dromos is 9.5m long (Al. /8.4), declining steeply 

and then suddenly horizontal 1.5m before the stomion. There are two furrows (Al. /8.7), 

beginning in this flattened area, proceeding through the stomion and 50cm into the chamber. 
Each is 25cm wide and 30cm deep, and they are 53cm to 57cm apart, and are 3.65m long. 

The dromos is unlined, but there is a kind of false lining where the dromos meets the stomion. 
It is of unworked stones and at no point extends more than 86cm into the dromos. Korns 

believes that the tholos was not buried in a mound, but that the upper part protruded from the 

ground and was covered in a clay lining; Marinätos believed that the tomb was surrounded by a 

mound. 

In the floor of the chamber were four pits (Al. 18.6). One of these to the right on entering 

was 2.1 mx 65cm x 80cm with a slab covering and a second slab layer 40cm below. A second 

pit was located left on entering, 2.05m x 70cm x 1.15m; beneath this was a deeper grave 
1.5m x 70cm x 60cm. Another pit 90cm x 35cm deep was located near the left of the 

entrance; there was a fourth pit. 

Tholos 2 varies from 7.1m to 7.2m In diameter and survived to 3.25m In height when 

excavated. The stomion was almost completely destroyed, but is 1.35m wide and built of cut 

sandstones, generally smaller than tomb 1. The dromos was unlined and 7.5m long, varying in 

width from 2.25m to 2.55m (Al. 18.12-13). The floor of the stomion is lower in level than 

that of the chamber, and it continues thus into the chamber forming a pit 1.5m wide for 3.5m 

(Al. 18.14). Korns believed that a short stretch of walling to the east of the tomb constituted 

a peribolos wall for a mound around the tomb, although two trenches elsewhere could not 
locate its continuation. There were three or four pits In the floor of the chamber (Al. 18.14). 

Finds: In both cases the excavations revealed little stratified deposit, and the early date of the 

excavations of tomb 1 hampers matters further. Both tombs were standing and used intensively 
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In the Hellenistic period, of which I report nothing here, save that this occupation caused severe 
damage to Mycenaean layers. 

In tholos 1 many skulls and other bones were found at a level at least 1m above the floor. The 

first pit, to the right on entering, was covered in a layer of ash 70cm thick, assumed to have 

been used in ritual fires. Pottery within, accompanying two burials, appears very late or post- 
bronze age. The second pit, located left on entering, lay under a similar ash heap and contained 
late pottery and one dead. Beneath this was a deeper grave apparently Interfered with and 

containing bones, ash, palace style pottery, bits of gold and glass paste. A third pit left of the 

entrance contained boars' tusks; the fourth pit contained only human bones. 

Marin3tos excavated the dromos and found many kylix feet and stone arrowheads, fragments of 

gold and bronze foil, obsidian blades, fragments of flint, and part of a bronze knife. In the flat 

section of the dromos in front of the stomion was a shallow pit that contained a hoard of 
bronze items (Al . 18.9, Al . 18.11). These were two large pots, one three-footed, covering 

smaller items as follows: under the amphora, two arrowheads, a short sword and two knives, a 

razor, a mirror, a cup with two handles; under the three-footed vessel, a cup, two discs, and 13 

parts of weapons and tools. All were crushed and badly corroded; it is unclear whether they 
had been deliberately compressed. A second bronze hoard was found in the north furrow 

(A1.18.10). These included a footed vessel, a bowl, a ewer, a knife, two razors and a flat 

vessel. Some were finely decorated. These items are undated. 

In Korr&s' cleaning of the tomb many sherds, arrowheads, beads and fragments of finds were 

collected, among them a reasonable quantity of obsidian and flint flakes, fragments and blades. 

This stone-working industry is said by Korns to belong to some previous EH occupation of this 

site. 

In tholos 2 few Mycenaean finds were made either In the chamber or the dromos. One LHI cup 
Is known from the dromos; Ldlos mentions an LHI cup, and It Is unclear whether this is the 

same Item. Of the four pits in the floor, most contained Hellenistic material; one contained late 
Mycenaean material and is cited by Marinätos as the first example of a Mycenaean cremation 

pit, as he felt It contained clear evidence of a pyre. None of the material predates LHIII. 

Despite the lack of detail, Korres reports that tomb 2 can be dated marginally earlier than tomb 
1 on the basis of the finds. 
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Chronology: the abundance of LHIIA palace style fragments in tomb land architectural 
similarity between the tombs suggests that both were built at around the same time in LHIIA. 

Comments: it is clear that we can say almost nothing about these tombs in the early 
Mycenaean period on the basis of finds, as all finds seem to have been out of context. It would 
be very interesting to know the date of the items in the two bronze hoards in tomb 1, since the 

most obvious, although not certain, conclusion is that these are foundation deposits. 

The architecture of the tombs is almost Identical, In size, construction material and quality of 

finish; the stomion and facade of tomb 1 has a more monumental appearance. It Is therefore 

tempting to assume that both had the same architect and were built at the same time or within 

a few years of each other; it is however possible that tomb 2 was built some time later In 

imitation of tomb 1. 

In the absence of clearer indications from the tombs themselves, It remains to set them in their 

local context. The tholol may be set amid the ancestral connotations of EH settlement, and they 

are set In a ridge that already had funerary associations through the middle helladic mounds 

mentioned above. The site of Vouroülia' a little to the north may Itself have had a ritual 
association. 

I Marin3tos excavated a single room of what he presumed to be a larger building, the rest of it apparently 
lost through erosion on a steep slope. Details of dimensions and walling are not given. Within the room 
were many intact or broken pots that had been stacked In rows one on top of another. About 120 pots 
were fully or partly mended, and the total was In the region of 200 (LÖfos 1985,62-63). The scant 
details are Immediately reminiscent of the storerooms filled with pottery at Englianös, although of a much 
later period. 

Interest In the site has centred on the pottery Itself, and the meaning of the site has hardly been a matter 
for debate. Marinätos called it a 'storeroom', and It was later suggested, on the basis of one unusual pot 
and some sea shells (tritons) that it was a ritual deposit (Schachermeyr 1962, columns 214-215 8t 276). 
Korns (1977a, 234) and Ldlos both dismiss the Idea: the vessels do not seem special, and the tritons 
may have been food. I would suggest, however, that while the room Itself was not for cult practices, the 
vessels stored there may have been used In a repeated, ritual manner (in much the same way one must 
Imagine the Englian6s vessels were later used). 
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Al. 18.1. Plan of excavations at Tragäna. Tholos tomb 1 lies to the north, tholos tomb 2 to the south. 
After Korres 1977a, figure 2. 
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AI. 18.4. (Left) Tragana: tholos tomb 1. 
Dromos, facade and stomion, with furrows in 

ground. After Korres 19761, plate 174y. 

Al. 18.5. (Below) Tragana: tholos tomb 1. 
Lintel stones from below: central (left) and 
outer (right). After Korres 1976a, plate 
1 77ß. 

A1.18.6. (Right) Tragäna: tholos tomb I. 
Chamber from above. After Korres 1977a, 
plate I42a. 

Al. 18.7. (Below) Tragäna: tholos tomb I. 
Furrows in chamber and stomion. After Korres 
1976a, plate 1 75ß. 
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A]. 18.9. (Left) Tragina: tholos tomb 
1. Bronze hoard in dromos. After 
Marinätos 1955, plate 933. 

A 1.18.10. (Below left) Trag3na: 
tholos tomb 1. Bronze hoard in north 
furrow. After Marin3tos 1955, plate 
940. 
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AI. 18.8.1 tholos tomb I. Chamber and entrance. After Kornes 19761, plate 1 78a. 

AI. 18.1 I. (Below right) Tragana: 
tholos tomb 1. Amphora and other 
artefacts in hoard in dromos. After 

Marinitos 1955, plate 94a. 
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AI . 18.15. Traginn: tholos tomb 2. West area of chamber under excavation. After Korr6 1976a, plate 
1800. 
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Al. 18.14.11, itholos tomb 2 from above. Alter Koi i us 19/ /J, pl itt, I 4LGS. 



Solinäri Tourlidhitsa 19 

1: 200,000 map reference: -1 °53'e 36°56'n Messinfa. 

Description: tholos tomb. 

Directions: 'About one kilometre southeast of Solinärl' (Marinätos 1966,121). 

References: Marinätos (1966,121,129-132); Korres (1986,84; 1988,37); McDonald 8T 

Hope Simpson (1969,151); Hope Simpson $z Dickinson (1979,137). 

Publication: short final'. 

Excavation: The site was excavated by Marinätos in 1966 and 1967. 

Setting: this badly preserved tholos tomb was covered by a low elongated mound up to 40m 

In length. Recent surface survey has shown the presence of many sherds of middle helladic type 

In the vicinity of the mound, and re-examination of Marinätos' finds showed that this material 

was also found in the original excavation. 

Architecture (Al. /9.1): the dromos was stone lined (Al. /9.4-5), preserved to 2.75m at 

one point; it was 1.7m wide and at least 3m long. The stomion is unique in that it appears to 

be triangular in section or corbelled, at least as far as the published section and photographs 

suggest (A1. >9.1, A1. /9.4). The stomion survives to a height of about 1m; It is about 
2.75m long (deep); on the outside it is about 1.35m wide at the bottom; at the centre, it is 

1m wide at the highest surviving point; on the inside it is about 1.15m wide at the bottom. The 

chamber (Al. /9.2-3) is 5.1 m in diameter and the walling survives to only 1.3m high. There 

were substantial remains of two blocking walls in the stomion (Al. /9.4), one at the inside and 

one at the outside. These were rough blocking walls, while the rest of the construction was of 

the usual flat stones. White stones had been fitted into the interstices in the stone lining of the 

dromos (Al. /9.5). 

' Although no longer than Marinätos' usual reports In Praktikä, he calls this report a final publication (as 
with 8: )Qss6s; see site 8, note 1). 
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There were three pits In the chamber, each near the periphery, one left, one right and one at 
the back of the chamber. The left pit was 1.1 mx 60cm x 40cm deep Is dimensions; the right 
1.1 mx 50cm x 50cm deep. The pit at the back was larger: 2.2m x1mx1.6m deep. It had 

three covering slabs, the largest of which was 1mx 50cm x 12cm in size. 

Finds: sherds from the tomb were not published or studied, save for three repaired Items, 

which were illustrated. One was a kylix 'of Ephyraean type' found in the larger pit (Al. /A6 

left). Another was a large jar. The third was a small handleless cup (Al. /P. 6 right). For these 
last two no context Is given. Sherds were found in the other pits, but no bones. 

Post-Mycenaean interference in the tomb, in the shape of sacrifice and cult activity, had 

penetrated to the floor throughout the monument, which essentially means that its appearance 
to us is not the product of the bronze age, but of a much later period. 

Chronology: finds of LHIIB-LHIIIA are present certainly in the tomb, but otherwise no clear 
dating is possible. MH-type finds are likely intrusive from surrounding settlement remains. 

Comments: the stomion is interesting. Marinätos says that it looks like it originally met at the 
top to form a triangular or corbelled section. Assuming that this is not due to inward pressure 
from the mound or earthquake damage, in terms of architectural technique this may fulfil a 
similar function to the relieving triangle seen in larger tombs; It is unclear how it could work, 
however, a point perhaps reinforced by the complete collapse of the tomb. The tomb at 38: 
Kopanäkl seems also triangular in section of stomion. 
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Al. 19.1. Solinäri: plan and section. After Marin3tos 1966, napevOEtioq itival; A'. 
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Al . 19.2. Soliniri: chamber after excavation, and setting. After Marinitos 1966, plate 109ex. 



Al. 19.3. Soliniri: chamber 
and stomion after excavation. 
After Marinätos 1966, plate 
109(3. 

Al. 19.4. Soliniri: dromos, 
stomion and blocking walls. 
After Marinätos 1966, plate 
107a. 

A 1.19.5. Solinäri: lining of 
dromos. After Marin3tos 
1966, plate 10813. 
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A 1.19.6. SolinSri: 
Ephyraean kylix and 
conical cup. After 
Marinitos 1966, plate 

1 2ß. 
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Tragäna Kapourika 20 
1: 200,000 map reference: approximately -2^2'45"e 37^1'20"n Messinfa. 

Description: middle helladic burial mound. 

Directions: Although I have walked the length of the Tragäna-Ambel6fito ridge, I have not 

seen remains of this mound. Said to be 1.5km (McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1961) or 2km 

(Hope Simpson & Dickinson 1979) north of Tragäna, damaged by the line of the new road 
(which is marked on the 1983 1: 200,000 map, but not on the 1963 version). 

References: McDonald & Hope Simpson (1961,239); Hope Simpson 8z Dickinson (1979, 

133); Spencer (1995). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: at the Tragäna end of the Tragäna-Ambeldfito ridge. About 1.5km south of the most 
southern of those mounds grouped under 21: Lefki. 

Architecture: a mound (no further information). 

Finds: cover slabs and MH pithos fragments. 

Chronology: MH. 

Comments: this mound was destroyed by the building of the current track from Tragäna to 
Ambelbfito. This site should be grouped with the mounds at 21: Lefk1, and there is no doubt a 
possibility that further mounds lie undiscovered or destroyed on this ridge. 
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Lefki Kaldamou 21 
1: 200000 map reference: 123 (see below) is -2°2'e 37°2'40"n Messinfa. 

Description: six (or more) middle helladic burial mounds. 

Directions:. the sketch map published by McDonald 81 Hope Simpson (Al. 21.2) Is 

misleading, at least partly because the line of the road has changed. The Pylos Regional 

Archaeological Project has surveyed this area, and a new map of the tumuli on the ridge has 

been published (Al . 21.1), although only five of the six were located. Starting from within the 

village of Ambeldfito, the turning for the track that runs along the ridge Is on the outside of a 
tight bend. You pass a church on your left as you leave the village, and another 700m later. 

The first of the tumuli, 123, Is located a further 1 km along the track, the road cutting through 
it and exposing a section to your left. The second, 124, perhaps 200m from the first, about 
26m off to the east of the road, is cut into by an alöni. The others are less easy to find. The 

location of 127 is said to be along a side track leading off from the main one just (about 30m) 

after one passes by 124.126, the furthest south, is noticeable because lt Is still very tall, and 

currently (1994) has a wooden construction on top. It Is located to the right of the road (42m 

west) and behind an agricultural building. 125 is some distance to the west of the road, on the 
far side of a distinct drop, about 200m from 126. It Is cut Into by an al6ni, clearly visible from 

126. Even when one has seen these tumuli before, they can be difficult to find again, and all are 

quickly disappearing through erosion and the action of farmers. 

References: McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1961,239); Hope Simpson & Dickinson (1979, 

133); Spencer (1995). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: these mounds are set along the length of the ridge and on top of it (for example, 
Al. 21.9), with the exception of 125, which is set on lower ground to the west, on an outcrop 
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from the ridge. I have examined four mounds: 123,124,125 and 126'. I have seen what could 

be the Pilos Project's 127, but it does not seem to me to be a tumulus. 

Nigel Spencer offers the following equivalences between the mounds marked on the Pylos 

Regional Archaeological Project map and the original McDonald 8z Hope Simpson map: 

123 4 
124 3 
125 6 
126 1 
127 5 
Table Al. 2I. 1. Nomenclature of 2I: Lefki mounds. 

Architecture: 123, the most northerly of the mounds, stands today cut in half by the dirt road 

(Al . 21.4). Its height above the road is barely greater than the surrounding land (total height 

above the road about I. 5m). Its presence is revealed by the sandstone slabs that seem to be 

characteristic of these mounds, and by eroding bone in the section. The diameter is to be 

estimated at l Om. Much of the original height has clearly been lost, for at the west end a slab 

has been revealed and eventually slipped (or been moved) from its position. Stone slabs have 

been roughly collected and piled near the road, presumably as a result of field clearance below 

(to the east). There is no clear contour to the east and no apparent edge of the mound. The 

section revealed no evidence of a peribolos. Neither is it to be thought that the mound was 

covered with stones: it would appear that the stones were used for the graves only. McDonald 

8i Hope Simpson measured this mound as 1 Om x 8m x 2m. 

124 (Al. 21.5), famously photographed in the Minnesota Messenia Expedition's final 

publication (A1.21.6), is now in danger of disappearing completely. Since I first visited the site 

in 1994, so much of the mound has been destroyed that probably only a quarter remains in situ 

(Al. 21.7-8). It is now about 2m high and its original diameter seems to have been 16m, 

estimating from the visible remains. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson offered the following 

dimensions: 13m diameter, 3m high: this accords well with what remains today. The northern 

section has been destroyed by an alöni (A1.21.7), constructed before my first visit; the 

southern section has been destroyed some time between August 1994, when I visited the 

mound with Nigel Spencer, and May 1996 (A1.21.8). The new section created by the recent 

destructive activity has revealed a stone construction, probably a built cist grave, close to the 

'I was shown these mounds by Nigel Spencer and by Charles Watkinson, to whom I offer my thanks. 
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centre of the mound (Al . 21.10-12). Plenty of the stones or 'cover-slabs' characteristic of 
these five mounds were visible. If even a slight understanding of this site is to be achieved, 

excavations must take place before what remains disappears forever. 

126 (Al. 21.16-17) seems unusually tall, perhaps 4m high on its north side, but less on its 

south side. McDonald at Hope Simpson suggest 16m x 13m x 5m. On the south side there is a 
flattened agricultural area which runs up to a low stone wall probably built recently as a 

retaining wall against the mound (rather than being a peribolos wall). No section Is exposed on 

this mound. The mound has the appearance of a flattened top area with relatively sheer drops 

from the centre to a lower point. The top has been used recently for a farmers' wooden hut. A 

few 'cover slabs' are visible. 

125 Is the only one of this group not directly located on the same ridge. It Is substantially 
destroyed by a road on one side and an akin! on another. It Is very difficult now to suggest 

where the centre or edges might have been (McDonald 8t Hope Simpson give dimensions of 
25m x 15m x 5m -a height of about 1m might be accurate today). What might have been a 

cist cover stone has fallen Into the alöni (A1.21.13). A little further east, seemingly far from 

where the centre might have been, there Is a drystone construction, half visible, that looks as if 

it might form a horseshoe, rather like the one In the centre of 14: Ayos loännis Papoülia, but 

rather smaller. It might equally be a more recent construction. This area has more of the 'cover 

slabs' than any of the others, enough In fact to form a covering for the complete mound, again 
like 14: Ayos loännis Papoülia; this Is complete speculation given that they are all now piled up or 
formed Into a wall. 

There is no visible architecture at the supposed location of 127 (Al. 21.18). McDonald 8t 

Hope-Simpson give dimensions of 13m x1 Om x 5m. On this mound, and also on McDonald at 

Hope-Simpson's number two, said by them to have been destroyed by an aldni, I have no 
Information. 

Finds: in the section revealed at 123 bones are visible near the centre. More bones are visible at 

the point where the slab had moved at the west end. No pithos or other artefactual evidence Is 

currently visible, and pithos fragments were not noted at this mound by McDonald 81 Hope 

Simpson. 

At 124 neither bone nor material culture was noted in association with the possible cist 

construction. One or two pieces of bone were visible in the northern section, but I did not see 
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any pottery that seemed prehistoric. Pithos fragments were not noted at this mound by 

McDonald & Hope Simpson. 

At 126 in 1994 Nigel Spencer and I noted a single sherd that might have been middle helladic. 

Pithos fragments and sherds were noted by McDonald 8i Hope Simpson. 

At 125 in the section exposed by road cutting there is a tile grave, presumably of Hellenistic or 
Roman date (A1.2/. 15). The space between the tiles is now devoid of its contents. Bone has 

been revealed where the possible cover slab has fallen into the a16ni. McDonald 8t Hope 

Simpson noted pithos fragments and sherds. 

At the possible location of 127 there are Roman sherds in a nearby (modern) drystone wall. At 

this and at their mound 2, McDonald 8t Hope Simpson noted pithos fragments and sherds. 

Chronology: MH. 

Comments: McDonald 8t Hope-Simpson almost forty years ago noted that the mounds were 
`being rapidly eroded by cultivation'. Their claimed heights of about 2m to 5m for these 

mounds are not apparent today, and at 124 In particular the attacks of the farmers are clear. 
This, and the controversy over the date of these mounds (appendix three), makes it absolutely 
imperative that the remnants of these mounds are excavated before they disappear entirely in 

the next decade or so. 

Spencer has noted a number of general considerations with respect to these mounds. Their 

position on top of the Ambelöfito-TragSna ridge Is no doubt significant, three of the four having 

a clear view of the palace site (possibly already significant In the MH period; A1.143), and 

there Is a great deal of Intervisibility between the sites. 125 Is the odd one, without a view of the 

palace and probably only intervisible with 126. The three prominent mounds are so by virtue of 
being placed at very high points on the ridge. All of the mounds are within a few moments walk 

of each other. 
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Ambeldfito ridge showing locations 
of possible MH burial tumuli. After 
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A 1.2 1.3. Lefki Kaldämou: view 
southeast to palace from mound 123. 

A 1.21.4. Lefki Kald3mou: mound 123, 
cut by road. Note 'cover slabs'. Scale: 
2m. 

A 1.21.5. Lefki Kald3mou. Mound 124. 
Photograph by Nigel Spencer. 

A1 . 21.6. Lefki Kaldimou. Mound 124 
around 1960. After McDonald & Hope 
Simpson 1961, plate 78a. 
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A 1.21.7. Lefki Kald3mou. Mound 
124. Section of mound destroyed by 
Alöni. 

-I, -- 

' 

A1 . 
21.8. Lefki Kaldämou. Mound 

124: recent destruction. Scale: 2m. 

A 1.21.9. Lefki Kaldimou. View 
southwest toward Bay of Navarino 
from mound 124. 

A1 .2I. 10. Lefki Kaldamou. Visible 
structure (stone-built cist wall? ) in 
mound 124. Scale: 2m. 
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A 1.21.1 1. Lefki Kaldämou, mound 
124. Visible structure (stone-built cist 
grave) in section produced by recent 
destruction. Scale: 2m. 

A1.21.12. Lefki Kaldämou, mound 
124: visible structure. Scale: 1m 
(about 65cm visible). 

A1.21.13. LOW Kaldämou, mound 
125. 'Cover slab' slipping down 

section. Scale: 40cm. 
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A 1.21.14. Lefki KaldSmou, mound 
125. 'Cover slab': edge eroding out of 
section. Scale: 40cm. 

A 1.21.15. Lefki Kaldämou, mound 
125: tile grave of Hellenistic or Roman 
date. Scale: 40cm. 

A1 . 21.16. Lefki Kaldämou, mound 
126. Photograph by Nigel Spencer. 

A 1.2 1.17. Lefki Kaldlimou, mound 
126. Photograph by Nigel Spencer. 
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A 1.2 I. 18. Lefki KaIdSmou, possibly 
mound 127. 'Cover slab' and pile of 
stones, possibly indicating destroyed 
tumulus. Scale: 40cm. 
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Pirgos Tsoüka 22 
1: 200,000 map reference: approximately -2.3'e 37°4'n Messinfa. 

Description: a possible middle helladic burial mound. 

Directions: 'ca. 2 km. W-SW of Pirgos (McDonald at Hope Simpson). 

References: Alcock, Bennet ez Davis (1996); Davis et all! (1997,485-488); McDonald & 
Hope Simpson (1961,237); Hope Simpson 81 Dickinson (1979,134). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: on the crown of the ridge to the north of the Tragäna-Ambeldfito ridge of sites 
20: Tragäna Kapourika and 21: Lefki. 

Architecture: McDonald a Hope Simpson reported a diameter of 9m to 12m and a height of 

5m. They noted 'cover slabs'. The Pylos Regional Archaeological Project on their first visit to the 

site measured it as 14m in diameter, but by 1993 bulldozing had reduced it to 5.4m in 

diameter and 3.5m high. 

Finds: McDonald 81 Hope Simpson noted bones, fragments of pithol, two MH sherds, and 
Roman or Byzantine pottery. PRAP noted Roman and later tile, bones from two separate 
inhumations, amphora fragments, and glazed sherds. 

Chronology: the two sherds recovered by McDonald 8t Hope Simpson are described, one as 
being matt painted and the other as being imitation minyan. Unless McDonald 8t Hope 

Simpson were completely wrong in this diagnosis, there was clearly an MH component to the 
history of the mound, just as there is clearly a Roman, Byzantine and possibly Turkish 

component to its history. Davis et all! suggest that this mound has no MH component simply on 
the basis that they did not find MH sherds, whereas they did find later sherds. This clearly 

overlooks the discovery of two MH sherds by McDonald a Hope Simpson (unless they were 
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mistaken); in any case the MH component of the mound might easily not be represented 

among the finds of a surface collection. 

Comments: see further comments in appendix three and postscript, page 851 
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A 1.22.1. Pirgos: after bulldozing in 1993: After Davis et jIii 1997, plate 92b. 
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Volimidhia 23 
1: 200,000 map reference: -2°0'0"e 37.3'30"n Messinfa. 

Description: at least 34 LHI-I11 chamber tombs and another grave. 

Directions: from the archaeological museum in Hora go north for a few hundred metres. A 

road left (signposted for the tombs) leads (after about 100m) to the Angelopo. ilou and 
Mastoräkl tombs, south of the road, the Vori3 tombs north of the road, and following the road 
for a few hundred metres, the Koroniou tombs. Back on the main road, the Kefal6vriso tombs 

are located about 100m north of the turnoff, mostly under the road. Follow the road north for 

the Kefal6vriso spring. 

References: Marinätos 1952,1953,1954,1960,1964,1965; Karayidrga 1972; 

Arapoyi3nni 1990. McDonald & Hope Simpson (1961,237; 1969,147); Hope Simpson 8t 
Dickinson (1979,135). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: the majority of the tombs were excavated by Marinätos in the 1950s and 1960s. 
Two tombs were excavated in the early 1970s and one in 1990 by the Eforfa. Another tomb 

was excavated in recent years but is not yet published. 

Setting: In contrast with many tombs in this study, and in contrast with the expected setting 
for a chamber tomb cemetery in a slope, these tombs are located on flat or gently sloping land 

on a plain to the north of modern H6ra. The tombs are named according to landowner, but this 

grouping does not reflect any physical separation, save that the Koronfou tombs are distant 
from the rest. The Kefal6vriso group, for example, is separated from the Rfgas tomb and Voriä 

2 only by the road, and indeed Kefal6vriso 7 is so far under the road as to be on the northern 
side of it, and Kefalbvriso A and B are located on the north side. Other unexcavated tombs are 
known, it is likely that many more tombs have not yet been discovered, and a good many may 
have been destroyed and not recorded during house-building activity before MarinMtos' arrival. 

There is a remarkable consistency In the settings of the tombs. Those In the Angelopoülou 

group are clearly set in a line, their dromol to the west, and In most other cases dromol are also 
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to the west, with few known exceptions (mostly In the distant Koronlou group). The 

Angelopoülou and Mastoräki tombs form a line about 100m south to north. The Vorlä group 
Is scattered over an area about 100m to the east of this line, and the Kefal6vriso tombs and 
Voriä 2 are located about 50m east of this again. The Koronfou tombs are located about 

200m to 230m north of the Kefalövriso group, or 200m northeast of the northern end of the 
Angelopoülou group. 

Architecture: the architecture of the tombs is extremely consistent: the chambers are almost 

all circular at the base and rise to an apex, creating a section very similar to that of a tholos 

tomb (for example, Kefalbvriso 4- A1.2112). Some of the Kefalövriso tombs have less 

regular plans (for example, Kefalbvriso 5- A1.2-T. 15). The stomia are little more than 

openings in the rock (for example, A1.21.37), in all cases (as far as I know) less than Im 

deep (long), and usually blocked with a drystone wall; the dromoi are generally short and steep 
(for example, A1.21.31), their sides cut vertically (so not wider at the bottom and tapering to 

the top, in contrast with many chamber tomb dromol elsewhere). The tombs are dug in soft 
limestone on almost flat surfaces. 

Many of the tombs were reused in post-Mycenaean periods, often entered by puncturing the 

chamber above the apex (if the chamber had not collapsed accidentally; Al. 2J.. 33). 

Occasionally this reuse involved the partial removal of the blocking wall. 

Kefal6vriso 1: this refers In fact to two graves, not chamber tombs but pit or cast graves, rather 
large and of unusual form. It Is difficult to be sure of the architecture of these tombs, despite 

two published plans, a section, and several photographs. Marinätos describes the 
larger grave as a 'shaft grave' with some certainty ('ävipcct etc tiobS Xaxxoct&&tg 

töc pooS (Schachtgräber, Shaft-graves)': 1964,79). The key to understanding the form of the 

graves lies in the considerable quantity of flat stones removed during the excavation, mostly 
from the west side (visible In a published photograph: A1.2... 3; and shown In the published 

plans: Al . 2.71, Al . 2.7.18 left). These MarinMtos seems to Interpret as a collapsed drystone 

construction from the upper part of a shaft grave, specifically stones placed on top of wooden 

slats placed across the grave. This Is not particularly easy to understand. Alternatively, 

examination of the plans and photographs suggests that, particularly on the west and south 

sides, the stones form a horseshoe-shaped construction similar to that known from the centre of 

the 14: Ayos 1oänn1s Papodlia mound or from Vran3 in Attika (see 14: Ayos ºoännis Papoülia note 
1 and illustration A4.32). A crucial difference Is that the grave pit here Is clearly a pit dug In 

earth and not an overground built construction. Nonetheless It seems possible that this grave 
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consists principally of an earthen centre, with a dug out pit forming the grave, and a layer of 

stones above the earth forming a covering over and around the earth and the pit in the centre: 
in other words, a small mound or tumulus. It Is further likely that the entire construction was at 

some point covered with earth. The photograph (Al. 2.7.3) seems to suggest that excavation 

was incomplete to the north and east. 

Whatever the exact format of the grave, what is clear is that there is a stone surround, so it was 
built, and it was clearly roofed in some way with stones. 

Immediately to the south-southeast of this grave (less that a metre distant) was a second grave, 

also described by Marinätos as a 'shaft grave', and nearby a circular pit. Marinätos does not 
describe these, and the published photographs (Al. 2J. 2), taken after the completion of 

excavations, does not help in understanding Its exact form or Its relationship to the grave to the 

north. Visible stones suggest however that a similar structure Is at least possible. Marinätos 

noted that the grave had been damaged by later construction. 

The pit of the first grave is 3.2m long by 1.25m wide, and on the basis of the published section 
(A1.2.18 left) Is about 1m deep. The whole structure, as far as excavation has uncovered it, 

extends over an area at least 2.75m (east to west) and 3.5m (north to south). The southern 

grave, on the basis of the published plan and section, is 2m x 1.25m x 75cm. The circular pit 
to the south of the grave is about 50cm in diameter and perhaps 20cm deep. 

It seems that excavation was not extended around these structures to the north and east (partly 

because of the road), so it is possible that other graves were located nearby. Moreover the 

nearby chamber tomb Kefalövriso 6, likely to be one of the earliest of the Volimfdhia tombs, 

and so perhaps very close to these two graves In date, is located directly to the northwest of the 
large tomb, the dromos of Kefaldvriso 6 parallel and next to the grave. 

Kefalbvriso 2 (A1.2. i. 7-8): this tomb was oriented with the chamber to the south and the 
dromos to the north, under the modern road. The dromos was only partly excavated, but 

contained a niche sized for burials and closed with a slab, on the west side. The diameter of the 

chamber was 3.7m and the height Is 3.55m, heightened by the collapse of eroding rock. The 

entrance, to the north, was 1.7m high and 1.1 m wide. In the west part of the chamber were 
one or two pits; there were nine niches around the periphery of the floor. The second niche on 
the east was covered with a slab, and one of the others with 'crude brick'. 
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Kefalbvriso 3: this tomb Is also located under the road. Its orientation Is not recorded. The 

dromos is unexcavated. The chamber Is 4.25m to 4.3m in diameter. The dimensions of the 

stomlon are not recorded, but the Intact blocking wall was 70cm to 75cm thick at the bottom 

and 40cm to 45cm thick at the top (Al. 2. T. 10 left). There were three pits In the floor and 

eight niches around the periphery. 

Kefalbvriso 4 (A1.2-T. 1 1-12): the diameter of the chamber, which had been punctured at the 

top, is 3.8m, and its original height should have been about 2m. The chamber walling at the 

door is almost vertical. The width of the stomion Is 92cm at the bottom, 87cm at the top, 
height 1.29m, depth (length) about 75cm. The dromos, 2.15m below ground level at the 
facade, is 1.75m wide at that end and 1.35m wide at the outer end. The chamber is to the 

east and the dromos to the west. There were three pits in the floor of the chamber, one roughly 

covered with stones. Each is oriented east-west, pit one in the centre, pit two in the north 

periphery, pit three in the south periphery. 

Kefaldvriso 5 (A1.2. T. 13 left, A1.2-7.15): the diameter of the chamber was 3.6m; the 

chamber was damaged by the water channel above. This tomb, like most of the others of the 

group, Is located under the road, and It Is oriented with the chamber to the north and the 
dromos to the south. The dromos is 3.2m long and 1.4m wide. There was a pit In the floor 

and two niches in the periphery. A niche 43cm above floor level proved to lead to the 

chamber of Kefaldvriso 7. According to the published plan (Al. 2J. 15), the tomb is without 

any stomion, the dromos leading directly to the chamber. The chamber is also shown to be 

somewhat longer on the axis of the tomb, north to south, than east to west (approximately 

3.7m north to south and 2.9m east to west). 

Kefaldvriso 6 (A1.2.7.16, A1.2-7.1 8): like numbers 5 and 7, this tomb is also oriented with 

the chamber to the north and the dromos to the south. The chamber is circular but flat at the 

stomion; it is 3.2m in diameter. The stomion, as judged from the plan (Al. 21 18) is about 
1.15m wide and about 20cm deep (long); its height is not known. The dromos looks to be 

about 2.5m long. Inside the chamber there were two pits in the floor and three niches around 
the periphery. The chamber had completely collapsed. The tomb was contiguous with 
Kefalbvriso 1. 

Kefalövrlso 7 (A1.2.. 15): only the chamber of this tomb was discovered, from an opening in 

the chamber of Kefalbvrlso S. The chamber was partly excavated without discovering the 
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location of the entrance, which must lie to the southwest or south. It was damaged by the water 

channel. 

Kefal6vriso A (A1.2. T. 19 right, A1.27.20): this tomb lay on the north side of the road and 

was oriented with the chamber to the north and the dromos to the south. The dromos and 

stomion were not excavated; the drystone blocking wall of the stomlon survived intact. The 

diameter from north to south was 3.7m and east to west 3.85m; the roof was damaged but the 

original height was calculated at 2.4m. The stomion was 1.2m high and 98cm wide. There 

were five pits dug In the floor at the periphery and a further pit partly dug also into the wall as 

a niche. Dimensions of pits: pit 1,1.3m x 35-50cm x 40cm; pit 2, small, 50cm deep; pit 3, 

70cm x 35cm x 20cm; pit 4,90cm x 40cm x 30cm; pit 5,62cm x 50cm x 30cm. 

Kefalbvriso B (A1.2. J 19 left): also on the north side of the road, oriented in the more usual 

way (chamber to the east, dromos to the west'). The chamber was intact, 2.65m high and 
diameter between 3.75m and 4m. The dromos and stomion were not excavated. The stomion 

was 1.2m high, lower width 1.2m, upper width 1.1m, and blocked with a partly collapsed 
drystone wall. There was a niche in the wall at the southwest, which had also been blocked with 

a drystone wall. There were four pits in the floor around the periphery. Dimensions of the pits: 

pit 1,1 mx 50cm x 30cm; pit 2,1.85m x 45cm x 23cm; pit 3,1.5m x 45cm x 20cm; pit 
4,1 mx 50cm x 20cm. 

Aneeloaoülou 1: the diameter of the chamber was 5.9m east to west and 6.1 m north to south. 
The chamber had collapsed; the surviving height was 2.2m. The entrance was not excavated. 
There were two pits in the floor, one at the back opposite the entrance 2m long, 0.85m wide 

and 0.6m deep, the second to the left of the entrance, 1.4m x 0.45m x 0.4m. 

Angelopoülou 2 (A1.2. T21, A1.27.. 23): the diameter of the chamber was *3.9m2, the 

surviving height *2.55m; the upper part of the chamber was damaged. The dromos, to the 

west, descended In five steps to a flat area before the entrance. The floor Is carved more deeply 

to the north and the south, leaving a central strip running east-west across the chamber at the 
height of the stomion. As this tomb was completely open in post-Mycenaean times, there is no 

way of knowing if this feature relates to any Mycenaean period of use. 

follow the published plan in this observation (AI. 2. i. 19 left, but In the text the door Is said to be to 
the northwest. 
2 Dimensions marked with an asterisk (*) are rough approximations based on autopsy. 

Appendix One 23: VolimIdhia 466 



An¢elopodlou 4: the diameter of the chamber was *5. lm and the surviving height *3m; the 

upper part was damaged. There were eight pits In the floor around the periphery of the tomb. 

Angelopoülou 5 (Al. 2.1.. 24): the diameter of the chamber was *4m, surviving height 

*2.25m: the top of the chamber was damaged. There was a side chamber In the dromos, on 

the north side, of the same shape as the main chamber, about * 1.3m in diameter and *I m in 

surviving height. The photograph shows the entrance blocked by a single slab. 

Angelopoülou 6: the top of the chamber was damaged; no other information. 

Angelonoiilou 7: the top of the chamber was damaged; no other information. 

Aneelopodlou 8: there were two niches at the back of the chamber. The blocking wall was 

complete and the roof undamaged. 

Angeloooülou 9: the roof was undamaged, but the blocking wall was incomplete. There was a 

side chamber in the dromos, to the north. 

Angelonoülou 10: the diameter of the chamber was at least 4.5m (the excavation was 
incomplete) and surviving height 2.35m; the upper part of the chamber had been damaged. 

The dromos was 1.55m wide at the entrance, and it was excavated for 3m; the excavation is 

incomplete. The stomion was 1.7m tall, 1.3m wide at the bottom and 1.1 m wide at the top; 

the entrance was blocked with a drystone wall. 

Aneeloaoülou 11: the diameter of the chamber was 4.6m and it survived to a height of 2.4m; 

the upper part of the chamber had been damaged. The stomion was 1.8m high, 95cm wide at 
the bottom and 80cm at the top. The dromos was 1.95m wide at the entrance to the tomb, 

and was excavated 2.5m to the west, but the excavation was not completed. The blocking wall 

of the door survived to a height of 1.2m. MarinMtos mentions a shallow pit In the dromos. In 

the chamber there were 10 niches In the wall around the periphery of the floor, and a pit In the 

middle, 1.75m x 0.65m x 0.28m, possibly post-Mycenaean In date. 

Mastoräki 1: this tomb lies somewhere to the north of the Angelopoüiou group. There are no 
architectural details save that there were three pits In the floor and two niches In the wall. 
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Diameter of chamber east to west 4.90 3.05 (3.10) ? 3.60 4.80 3.60 5.00 3.00 
Diameter of chamber north to south 5.00 2.50 (3.10) ? 3.50 4.60 3.80 5.00 3.60 
Surviving height of chamber 3.25 1.60 (2.35) ? 2.30 2.25 2.60 3.00 1.60 
Estimated original height of chamber 3.25 ? (2.35) ? 2.40 2.50 2.60 3.00 1.70 
Height of stomion 1.75 0.90 (1.40) ? 1.30 1.30 1.20 1.50 1.40 
Width of stomion 1.40 0.80 (0.90) ? 0.75 1.10 0.90 0.95 1.15 
Depth' of stomion 0.80 0.45 ? ? 0.70 0.85 0.60 0.85 0.30 
Length of dromos 7.20 - ? ? 8.20 7.20 5.60 5.60 3.50 
Width of dromos at stomion 1.75 - ? ? 1.65 1.80 1.60 1.20 2.00 
Width of dromos at outer end 1.35 - ? ? 1.20 1.00 1.20 1.20 1.10 

Table A. 23.1. Dimensions (in metres) of the Vori3 and Rigas tombs according to rough measurements 
taken in the field. Dimensions for V2 could not be obtained in the field and those given above are taken 
from Marinätos (1952). Marinätos does provide some dimensional data (particularly for tombs 1 8L 7); 
where this differs from my measurements, it is noted below under the appropriate tomb entry. 

Voriä 1 (Al . 2J. 28-30)4: Marinätos' measurements for this tomb differ slightly from mine as 

follows: diameter of chamber, 4.8m; height of chamber, 3.25m; stomion 1.75m high, 1.1 m 

wide at the top and 1.2m wide at the bottom; length of dromos 7m, width at stornion of 

dromos 2.15m, and at the outside over one metre. The chamber was intact; the floor was not 

level, but slightly deeper to the back (east) of the chamber. In the floor the back of the 

chamber was a pit 1.9m x 0.8m x 0.4m, and around the periphery were nine niches. About 

two thirds of the blocking wall of the stomion was preserved at the time of excavation 

(Al . 2J. 29 left): this was of carefully placed flat stones. 

To the north at the middle of the dromos was a second, smaller chamber, Voriä la 

(Al . 2J.. 30). Marinitos' dimensions are: largest diameter of chamber, 3.15m, smallest, 2.7m; 

width of stomion, 0.7m, surviving height 0.9m. There was a pit in the floor, and the entrance 

was blocked to its surviving height at excavation. The blocking wall was said to be well built, as 

the blocking wall of the main chamber. The roof of the chamber was completely collapsed. 

Voriä 2: those dimensions reported by Marinätos are given in the table above. There was a pit 

in the floor opposite the chamber, with a stone slab covering. The slabs rested on a lowered 

level of the floor, presumably causing the upper surface of the slabs to be flush with floor level. 

There were three niches in the periphery of the floor. The blocking wall of the door was 

preserved intact and the dromos (to the northeast, unlike the east-west orientation of most 

tombs) was not excavated. 

That is, the distance from the facade of the tomb to the chamber through the stomion. 
4 The tombs named 'Voriä' were described in earlier reports under the name 'Tsoulea'. 
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Voriä 3: the dromos of this tomb, not excavated, ran south from the chamber, so again not in 

the usual east-west orientation. In the west wall of the chamber was a niche, beside which was a 

pit running north to south. Three other pits in the floor had the same orientation, and there was 

also a small round pit ('vöthros'). Pit 2 was covered with slabs, and pit 3 was so originally: one 

survived in situ. The niche was also covered with a slab. The chamber roof had collapsed or 
been punctured. 

Vori3 4 (Al . 2J. 31-33): the chamber had collapsed or had been broken into. In the floor 

were a pit and five round pits ('v6throl'), and an unknown number of niches around the 

periphery. 

Voriä 5 (Al. 2734): the roof of the chamber had been damaged but not collapsed 

completely In the Roman period. Inside the chamber were six niches In the periphery and two 

slab-covered pits (Al. 2735). 

Voriä 6 (Al. 2.7.37): this chamber tomb was intact when excavated, the top damaged during 

excavation. The stomion was completely walled up. The slope of the conical apex was less 

pronounced than in most other tombs. There were two pits, one in the north half of the 

chamber, one in the south. 

Voriä 7 (Al. 2-. 38-39): Marinätos provides the following dimensional data for this tomb: 

diameter of chamber, 5.25m; height of stomlon 1.45m, width at bottom 1m, upper width 
0.89m; length of dromos, 5.75m, height of facade 2.75m, width of dromos at facade 1.75m, 

width of dromos at outside, 1.29m. Thickness of blocking wall at bottom 80cm to 90cm; at 

top, 58cm to 60cm. 

This tomb was almost intact when excavated; Roman building work had intruded into the 
dromos and a small part of the chamber. The blocking wall of the stomion was also intact. 

There were no niches or pits in the floor of the tomb. 

Rigas tomb (A1.2J. 41-42): the report on the rescue excavation of this tomb notes a dromos 

length of 3.9m, width at facade of 1.95m, and width at outer end of 1.5m. The chamber 

contained four niches and five pits. 
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Koronfou 1: there are no architectural details in the published reports, save that there was a 
second chamber opening off the dromos to the left, and that this chamber was attached to a 

third. 

Koronfou 2: this is described as a very small tomb, with a dromos 1m long and the chamber 

only 1m below the surface. Marin3tos speculates that the chamber may have been finished with 

a stone upper half, since it did not rise to a peak. 

Koroniou 3 (Al . 23.. 44 left): the chamber is 5.3m in diameter and rises 2.5m above the floor 

to the characteristic Volimidhia apex: that is, In the centre of the roof there Is a conical hollow, 

whose sides rise at a much steeper angle than the sides of the chamber. This feature Is present In 

most if not all of the Volimfdhia tombs where the apex Is preserved; since It Is usually assumed 

that the tombs are carved from the bottom to the top, it is unlikely to have been used in the 

construction process with a string to mark out a perfect circle. The dromos is 5.3m long, 

1.25m wide at the outside and 1.75m wide at the entrance. The stomion is 1.2m high and 
1.1 m wide at both top and bottom; it is 70cm deep (long) at the bottom and 1.1 m at the top. 

The stomion was partly blocked with a wall 55cm high and 50cm deep. There were seven 

niches and shallow pits around the periphery of the floor, and three deeper grave pits in the 
floor, one on each side of the door and one at the back of the chamber. 

Koronfou 4: no information. 

Koroniou 5: the diameter of the chamber now is about *2m. No other information save that 

the tomb is small and was not found intact. 

Koroniou 6: the diameter of the chamber was about *2.5m and the visible length of the 
dromos is *3m. No other information save that there was a second smaller chamber off the 
dromos that contained fourteen niches, some above floor height. 

Finds: information for some tombs is much more detailed than for others (to the extent that 

tombs Angelopoülou 7 at 9 are not described at all). Additional evidence for pottery is given 
by L61os (1985,196-207), and in all cases where he describes a pot I have preferred his 

terminology and chronology below. Many of these tombs were used in the late Mycenaean 

period, and often much later. In what follows, finds post-Mycenaean date are mentioned only In 

passing. Where the published evidence allows for distinction, I will describe MH and LHI-II finds 
In detail and mention later levels. Often, however, the level of detail In the publication makes it 
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difficult to separate early and late Mycenaean layers or burials. MarinMtos occasionally notes the 

presence of broken kylikes in the area of the walling of the stomion. I take this to be a regular 
feature, except perhaps for those few tombs not reused In LHIII. 

Kefaldvriso 1: the smaller of the two graves contained the remains of two contracted skeletons, 

without other items (Al. 212). The small round pit was empty. 

The disposition of finds In the northern grave was clearly the result of more than one event 
(Al.. 2.7.1, A1.23.4 left). One skeleton seemed to be more or less articulated, lying on Its 

right side with the legs drawn up to about 75° to the trunk. It was located with head to the 

north, in the northern two thirds of the pit, and centrally east to west. There is no detailed 

description of the other remains, but to judge from the plan and photograph there was another 

skeleton at a slightly lower level under the first, and possibly a third; other bones are mixed with 

material culture to the west side of the pit. Therefore at least three and probably more 
individuals are present. 

Excavation recording (or at least reporting) was not based on context, but in addition to 
Marinätos' list (by type) of artefacts recovered in the excavation, many are illustrated on the 

plan and in the photograph (A1.231, A1.214 left). These allow us to reconstruct a 

minimum of three contexts: the articulated corpse and its associates, the items against the west 

wall, and the lower strata, presumably partly damaged by the final inhumation and probably not 
forming a single context. In what follows, all of the identifications of items and their positions is 

based on comparisons of the excavation photograph and the plan against photographs of 
individual items and rare contextual statements by the excavator. Therefore, It is possible that 

errors in identification have been made. 

Most clearly associated with the final inhumation is the collection of 41 flint arrowheads, clearly 
(as the plan shows) placed In a bag at the face of the corpse. Two were found on the skull itself. 

Also In this area were flint and obsidian fragments and flint cores (Al. 216). Other items 

perhaps associated with this inhumation Include the double cup ('Una; äµ(pti6Rr%? ov'), 

number 6 on the plan, one of six found In this grave. These included examples in red, yellow or 

grey clay, and some were decorated (Al. 2.7.. 4 right). These cups are known In Messinfa from 

both funerary and settlement contexts, and from Ayos Stdfanos in Lakonia (Lobos 1985,331- 

333). At Nihbria they are found In MHII and MHIII contexts but not in late helladic (Howell 

1992,67,74,77; Dickinson 1992,478). A narrow whetstone with a hole at one end, found 

to the west of the face of the corpse, may have been associated with It. 
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The collection of material at the west side of the tomb Included a krater (number 10 on the 

plan). To the north of this were two double cups, numbers 11 8t 12, number 12 smaller with 

one cup placed In one of those of number 11. Both were overlain by disarticulated bones. At a 
lower level was a skifos, number 19, which contained two smaller pots. South of these were two 

other large pots. Number 8 was upturned, and number 7 Is a large bowl containing an arched 
handle with a rimmed hole in the centre (Al. 2J.. 5 right). Marin3tos suggests this unusual 

shape is related to the spinning process (to entwine two threads in one). East of these two was 

another bowl, number 9 (probably A1.2. T 5 left): Inside the bowl were four small cups 

attached to the inner walling close to the top. A double cup (16) was located under number 7, 

perhaps from an earlier event. Number 9 may well have been associated with the final 

inhumation rather than the material against the west wall. 

In the southwest section of the grave, west of the krater, were a double cup (3) and a broken 

jug (4). Elsewhere, in the northeast of the grave, were a kantharos and a rounded jug with 

spout and arched handle. A little south of these was another rounded pot, not identified. 

Other material found in the grave includes a bronze knife among the bowls and double cups to 

the northwest, three clay and one steatite spindles, three other bronze knives, and a small piece 
of ivory (knives: A1.23.4 right). 

Kefal6vriso 2: the niche in the dromos (A1.2J7) contained a single LHIII extended 
inhumation, and above this an inhumation of post-Mycenaean date. In the chamber much of 
the fill (Al . 2.. 8) contained post-Mycenaean material, Including evidence for animal sacrifice. 
On the floor were two extended skeletons of unknown date. Under one of these was a pit 
containing four cups and a jar of early LHI date. Of the eight niches, the two left of the 

entrance were empty. The other six contained bones and pottery. That Immediately right of the 

entrance contained an LHI Vafib cup. Skulls and other pots were found on the floor; most of 
the pottery from the floor dates LHIII, but Lölos notes one jug Illustrated by Marinätos (1964, 

plate 91g) Is LHI-II. Some early pottery Is illustrated: Al. 219. 

Kefalbvriso 3: this tomb was not reused In post-Mycenaean times, and on excavation the fill in 

the chamber was nowhere more than 35cm high. Two of the pits In the floor were empty, and 
the third contained a supine burial associated with an LHII squat jug (Al. 2. T. 10 centre). There 

were two skulls In the north of the chamber. Of the eight niches around the periphery, 'some' 

contained fragments of bones or skulls. One contained three cups, a jar and a jug, all LHI In 
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date, and two bronze knives, two whetstones, and two pestles'. Another contained an LHI Jar. 

Another contained two arrows, one obsidian and one green serpentine. A knife with traces of 

wood on the handle was found in another niche. Two other pots were found on the floor of the 

chamber (AI. 2. T. 10 right, dated LHIIIA by the excavator). 

Kefal6vriso 4: two skulls and an LHIII cup were found In the northern pit. Other late 

Mycenaean finds are noted. The tomb was also used in post-Mycenaean times. 

Kefal6vriso 5: at least four pottery items were found In this tomb, all LHI In date (three jugs 

and a cup; AI. 2.7.. 13 top right). No Information about findspots Is available. At one point on 
the floor (Al . 2214) was a skull and other bones associated with two whetstones (A1.2. ß 13 

centre right), five boars' tusks (not sliced to use In helmets; A1.2.. 13 lower right) and a 

simple serpentine axe head (A1.2. ß 13 centre right). Other skulls are noted In the tomb. 

Kefalbvriso 6: there is no description of the finds In context. Marinätos lists numbers of bones 

and skulls, a bronze pin, and at least seven pots are known (Al. 2216-17): an LHI cup, an 
LHIIA jug, two other early jugs, an askos, and a goblet, found broken among the stones of the 

entrance. The last item was an alabastron, probably LHIII In date. 

Kefalbvriso 7: there are almost no details from the excavation of this tomb. Two pottery Items 

are mentioned, a cup and a feeding bottle dated 'no later than LHI' (Lalos 1985,207). 

Marinätos notes 'many skulls'. 

Kefal6vriso A: the remains of many burials were found in this tomb, but few other items. The 

fill above the floor was only 12cm deep. One articulated and two disarticulated burials were 
found in the centre and at the walls on each side respectively. All five pits contained disordered 

bones, except perhaps pit 2, said to have contained two superimposed burials. In pit 1 were 
three obsidian and three flint arrowheads. In the niche, along with some long bones, was an LHI 

Vafiö cup. 

Kefalövriso B: the description of finds and findspots for this tomb is quite detailed and it seems 
that early material is restricted to pits In the floor. The first pit contained mixed bones and a 

skull along with one obsidian and one flint arrowhead, a bronze knife, and a goblet and a cup of 
LHII date. Pit 2 contained disordered bones and a skull and an LHII Vafid cup. Pit 3 contained 

I 'SovaxarpintaS'. 
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an extended supine burial, but no other Item. It may well be later than LHII In date. Pit 4 

contained two skulls and bones and a shallow cup without a handle. This last Is undated. In the 

one niche there was a skull and mixed bones, along with an LHIIA shallow cup, another cup 

and a bronze knife. At floor level two skeletons were found extended right of the entrance and 

another was thought to be located to the left. At this level all of the pottery seems to have been 
LHIII and so no further description Is offered here. The excavator mentions material that had 

been moved, but no description is given. 

Angeloaoülou 1: this tomb was used In post-Mycenaean times as well as In the later Mycenaean 

period. In one of the pits was a skeleton on its back with legs drawn up (Al . 2. T 22 left); a 
bone item on the chest had been used to hold cloth in place. In the other pit were more bones, 

human and animal. Neither context is dated, but presumably they are the result of the later use 

of the tomb. Other finds listed outside the pits are six stone arrowheads, two steatite spindles, a 

cylindrical agate stone, and LHII and LHIII sherds. 

Aneelonoülou 2: this tomb was used in post-Mycenaean times, and little was preserved of 

earlier periods. Marinätos notes a few Mycenaean sherds. 

An¢eloooiilou 4: Marin3tos provides no details of the finds from his excavations In this tomb, 

save mentioning finds of the Roman period. Ldlos mentions an LHI Vafid cup and an LHI/IIA 

squat jug, the latter at least found within a niche. 

Angelopoülou 5: again no description of finds and contexts Is given by Marinltos. He mentions 

a bronze double axe, other bronze objects, and bits of amber, all presumably bronze age in 

date, as well as Geometric period pots. 

Aneelopoülou 6: a burial high In the fill should be associated with Roman material at this level. 

Lower were two other burials In pits In the floor, with both Mycenaean and later Items. The 

entire disposition of the tomb is therefore a product of post-Mycenaean times. Marinätos found 

a hoard of piled up pottery (Al. 226), possibly all Mycenaean, likely collected and 

redeposited (perhaps from other tombs, since there were about 50 pots) In the post- 
Mycenaean period. Lblos records no early pottery. 

Angelopoülou 7: Marin3tos gives no description of his excavations here. Ldlos records two LHI 
Items, a Vafid cup and a jug, from this tomb. 
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Aneelopoülou 8: tomb 8 was Intact with only 10cm of fill above the floor. At the back of the 

chamber near the niches there was a pile of human bones. Left of the entrance was an extended 

skeleton on the floor. 24 pottery Items had been set In a line on the floor, starting with a three- 
handled jar at the right shoulder of the skeleton. Ldlos notes three other LHI Items, two Vafid 

cups and a jar, and an LHI/IIA cup. 

Aneeloaoülou 9: Marinätos again does not describe this excavation. Ldlos records three Items, 

an LHI Vafib cup, and LHI jug, and an LHI/IIA jar. The last item was found In a niche. 

Angelopoülou 10: this tomb was used in post-Mycenaean times, and much of the fill results 
from that period. The excavation of the chamber was not complete. Three skeletons were 
found on the floor, but It is not clear to which period they belong. 

Angelopoülou 11: again the disposition of the Interior of this tomb seems to result from post- 
Mycenaean times. A burial in a pit In the centre of the chamber was judged likely to be post- 
Mycenaean in date. The ten niches contained bones and skulls, as well as ̀ insignificant' items. 

47 or more skulls were found in the chamber, but their (re)deposition probably dates to the 

post-Mycenaean period. L61os notes an LHI Vafid cup as likely to have come from this tomb. 

Mastoräki 1: this tomb had been completely opened at various times in the past and no 

specifically Mycenaean finds are recorded in the short report. 

Vorlä 1: this tomb was almost intact on excavation. One extended skeleton lay in an upper 
layer (only a few centimetres thick), and in a pit were three skulls. A group of LHIII pottery 

mixed with bones lay above the pit. The nine niches contained skulls and bones but no artefacts. 
No pre-LHIII material Is mentioned. In the side chamber of the dromos an LHII alabastron was 
discovered. Two extended skeletons were placed In a pit in the chamber. 

Voriä 2: the roof of the tomb was damaged in the Roman period and the chamber was full of 
deposits of that period. The pit on the floor is not recorded as containing any finds. Part of the 

skeleton of a child was found on the floor associated with a feeding bottle; elsewhere a skull was 
found. Each niche contained bones and skulls, adolescent and Infant but no adult bones. One 

niche contained some broken pottery. The scant material from the tomb Is dated LHIII. 

VorI3 3: of the three pits, one contained a bronze spearhead, a chisel, and arrowheads of stone 

and bronze, as well as four LHIII pots. Deeper In the pit were two 'embracing' skeletons. Pit 2 
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contained one extended skeleton. Pit 3 contained seven skulls and nine pots. The niche 

contained several bones. Most material seems to have been removed from the tomb at some 

point in the past. 

Voriä 4: five skulls were present in the niches, and a feeding bottle was also found. In the 

shallow pit on the floor was a skeleton. Other Mycenaean pottery remains were recovered from 

the floor. 

Voriä 5: this tomb collapsed in the Roman period. The Mycenaean fill was seemingly of LHIII 

date, and included two groups of pottery (Al. 2. T. 36), spindles, silver wire and other Items. 

The contents of the niches was not described. Of the two pits In the floor, one contained a 

partial skeleton (Al. 2. i. 35) and the other the disordered bones of an individual. No Items are 

mentioned with these two burials. There were 'six or seven' skulls In the chamber. 

Voriä 6: the chamber was intact and the floor covered by only 1 5cm to 20cm of fill. Two 

extended skeletons were found on the floor, with a pile of skulls and bones near the back of the 

chamber. Two other individuals were represented on the floor. Of the pits, one to the north 

contained two skulls and LHIIIA ceramic. That to the south contained two skulls, other bones, 

and LHIIIA-B pottery, as well as a bronze dagger. Lower was another skeleton. No specifically 

early evidence is recorded. 

Vorl3 7: the chamber was intact and the tomb undisturbed since its closure in the late 

Mycenaean period. There were no pits or niches, but on the floor there were bones and 

pottery, all of which seems to date to the late Mycenaean period (Al . 21.. 40). 

Rigas tomb: no Items have been illustrated from this tomb, and the excavator offers no dates. 

The tomb seems to have been used many times. The niches around the periphery are said to 
have contained mixed up bones and pottery, but there Is no further description. Above the 
floor In the fill was a skeleton associated with a pot. In the five pits of the floor there were 

mainly disarticulated bones, although two also held complete skeletons. There were artefacts 
(pottery and arrowheads) In three of the five pits. On the floor of the chamber were two skulls, 
other bones, and various Items including a kylix base and part of a psi figurine. These Items are 

presumably LHIIIA-B In date, as perhaps are most of the items mentioned. Earlier material may 

well be present in the tomb, however. 
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Koronfou 1: there are no details of finds, save general statements that there were skeletons 

extended on the floor and interred in pits, and that bones were present with a few finds in the 

niches. MarinAtos notes some LHI sherds. 

Koronfou 2: Marin3tos mentions LHIII pottery from this tomb. Above the floor was an 

extended burial and four other skulls, while at a lower level a number of bones and skulls, the 
latter situated around the periphery. Twelve pots are mentioned, and the remains of bronze 

knives. 

Koroniou 3: this grave had been investigated in 1929, without extant report. Bones and skulls 

are noted in the seven niches and shallow pits, including five skulls in the niche to the right of 

the entrance. One of the shallow pits contained two LHI jugs (A1.2-T. 43 left and right). 
Another contained some flint arrowheads, and others were found immediately outside it in a 
burned patch, all 'obviously never used'. Close by was a flint core. Of the three grave pits in 

the floor, that to the left of the entrance contained an extended inhumation but no other items. 

That to the right contained a female skeleton. The pit at the back contained two skeletons, one 

above the other and with opposite orientations (Al. 21.45, Al. 21.. 46). Found with the 

upper skeleton, but perhaps not associated with it, were a feeding bottle and a goblet, the latter 

LHIIA in date (Al. 2-. 47). A skeleton associated with an LHIII jar was found on the floor. 

Another pot, mentioned by Lblos but not by Marinätos, is said to date to LHIIB. 

Koronfou 4: no information. 

Koroniou 5: arrows and other stone items are mentioned in connection with this tomb. 

Koronfou 6: Lölos describes one Vafiö cup, LHI In date, from this tomb. Marinätos' description 

of his excavations is limited to the content of one of the fourteen niches of the side chamber In 

the dromos. He characterises this collection as an artisan's toolkit (Al. 2J.. 48). It comprised a 
hard stone ball, a sandstone pestle, a sandstone grooved grindstone, a 'stone tile that was the 

right-angle', a grindstone with a round hole, a bronze chisel with attached bone handle, a 
bronze knife with trace of wooden handle, another bronze chisel and a bronze awl. 

Chronology: the following table presents a chronological analysis of material from the tombs in 

terms of presence and absence. It Is based on dates given by the excavators In their reports, 

supplemented by the observations of Ldlos. Often pottery Is not dated In reports, so In this 
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table the absence of a mark does not mean that the tomb was definitely not used in that period. 
Where a mark in the table is not solid, this indicates that the period is not certainly indicated. 
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Table A. 23.2. Chronology of Volimidhia tombs. 

Although in the above table MH is represented only at Kefalövriso 1, which is not a chamber 

tomb, in fact middle helladic style pottery is present in many tombs, and is usually regarded by 

Lölos as LHI in date. Some of this pottery is however likely to date to MHIII, indicating either 

that one or two of the Kefalövriso tombs were built before LHI, or that some of their content 

came from other, older contexts. 

6 One item dated LHI-II. 
One aiabastron 'probable' LHIIIA. 
Mention of sacrificed animal bones. 

' Marin3tos mentions 'two or three sherds'. 
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There are, however, other indications than pottery for chronology. Relatively few objects made 

of metal or bone have been found, and no systematic study has been undertaken of them. But 

the architecture itself provides a considerable clue to the construction date of the tombs. 

Despite the secure presence of LHI pottery in only 14 of the 34 known tombs, a good case can 

be made for a construction date centred on LHI for the whole cemetery. The use of almost all 

of these tombs in the LHIII period, not to mention later periods, has led (as Marin3tos 

recognised) to certain characteristic factors, such as the presence of early pottery In niches while 
later pottery is found in the chamber at large. This tendency to interfere with and move the 

detritus of past activity has almost certainly led to the removal of material from tombs in these 
later periods. At least some of the tombs without LHI or LHII ceramic can be assumed to have 

previously contained such material In those periods. 

The stereotypical (within this group of tombs) and Idiosyncratic (within the greater number of 

all Mycenaean chamber tombs) nature of the architecture also argues strongly for a specific 

construction horizon for all of the tombs. Certain specific skills, rather differently specialised 

than other chamber tomb construction skills, were required to build these tombs. While It Is of 

course possible that such skills were maintained locally for a period of 400 years or so, it Is 

perhaps easier to see the construction period limited to 100 or 150 years, specifically at the 

time when most other circular (tholos tomb) burial monuments were being built In Messinfa. It 

may be relevant that the later (LHII-Ill) chamber tombs of Engliands, a mere 4km south of 
Volimfdhia, do not follow the Volimfdhia architectural principles but rather are much more like 

'ordinary' chamber tombs, as are the more distant Thoüria chamber tombs of the LHIII period 
(appendix two). It Is therefore my judgement that all or almost all of the tombs were 

constructed In LHI-IIA; a few In the Kefaldvriso group were probably constructed in MHIII. 

Also perhaps relevant to this discussion Is the presence of only one Identified LHIIB vessel from 

Volimfdhia, perhaps suggesting that the cemetery went out of use at this time, and was only 
brought back Into use In LHIIIA. It must be stressed however that the pottery of Volimfdhia has 

not been exhaustively examined, and the difficulty of Identifying LHIIB pottery among the sites 
in this catalogue Is not restricted to VolimIdhia. 

Comments: Vorl3 2 is unusual in containing mainly pre-adult inhumations; most or all contexts 
date to LHIII. 

1° Of three known Items, two are LHI and the third Is 'LHI or LHI/early LHIIA'. 

Appendix One 23: Volimidhia 479 



TQ00 'c 1 

ý.. ,1 

s ý. 

t- in YID 11/ 

--ý 
- 

c. J i" 

/t ý il 

ý ,. 
ý` '1ý 

r 

ý ýý 

Zii : 
A 1.23.1. Volimidhia: plan of Kefalövriso tomb 1. After Marinitos 1964, figure 1. 
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23.2. Volinwlhia: K talomso tomb i. Pit zi. nr or 'shaft grave' next to 'main' brave, mid round pit. 

After Marin3tos 1964, plate 83y 81 1965, plate I I6a. 
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A 1.23.4. Volimidhia: Kefalövriso tomb 1. Left: burials and artefacts in situ. Right: Double cups and knives 
from the tomb. After Marin3tos 1964 plate 82,90y, 908,91 a &z 91 ß. 
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A 1.23.3. Volimidhia: Kefalwriso tomb I. During the excavation, before the removal of stones. After 
Marinätos 1964, plate 836. 
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A 1.23.5. (Above) 
Volimidhia: Kefalövriso 
tomb 1. Objects from 
the grave. After 
Marin3tos 1964, plates 
90a 8t 90c. 

A1.23.6. (Left) 
Volimidhia: Kefaldvriso 
tomb 1. Flint and 
obsidian arrowheads, 
cores and waste from the 
grave. After Marin3tos 
1964, plates 888 8t 
88y. 
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A 1.23.7. Volimidhia: Kefalövriso tomb 2. Niche in dromos, 
covered by slabs and walling. After Marinitos 1964, plates 84a 
81 8 4y. 
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A 1.23.8. (Left) 
Volimidhia: 
Kefalövriso tomb 2. 
Chamber of tomb 
during excavation. 
After MarinStos 
1964, plate 848. 

A1.23.9. (Below) 
Volimidhia: 
Kefalövriso tomb 2. 
Pottery finds from 

chamber. After 
Marin3tos 1964, 
plates 93a & 933. 

A 1.23.10. Volimidhia: Kefaldvriso tomb 3. Left: blocked stomion. 
Above: finds from the chamber. After MarinItos 1964, plate 85a, 
94S &t 94E. 
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A 1.23. II. Volimidhia: Kefalövriso tomb 4. Stomion and 
alabastron. After Marinätos 1965, plates I 15a 8t 1 20a. 
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A 1.23.12. Volimidhia: Kefalövriso tomb 4. Plan and section. After Marin3tos 1965, figure I. 
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A1 . 
23.14. Volimidhia: Kefaldvriso tomb S. Collected bones and skull in chamber with (left to right) 

whetstone, boars tusks, and serpentine axe. After Marinätos 1965, plate 11 8ß. 
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AI. 23.13. Volimidhia: Kefalövriso tomb 5. Entrance (left), and Iin, i, i om the ch: imo&i Altei 
Marinitos 1965, plates 1160,1 20ß, 1 19a &1 443. 
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A1.23.15. Volimidhia: Kefalövriso tombs 5 (right) and 7 (left). Plan and section. After Marinitos 1965, 
figure 2. 

w 

A 1.23.16. Volimidhia: 
Kefal6vriso tomb 6. Left: 
chamber, after Marin3tos 
1965, plate 1 163. 
Below: finds from the 
chamber, after Marinitos 
1965, plates 120E 8t 
1206. 
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A 1.23.17. 
Volimidhia: 
Kefaldvriso 
tomb 6. Finds 
from the 
chamber. After 
Marin3tos 
1965, plates 
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A 1.23.18. Volimidhia: Kefaldvriso tombs 1816. Left: Plan of tombs 181 6, and section through both 
grave pits in tomb 1. Right: plan and section of tomb 6. After Marin3tos 1965, figures 3 81 4. 
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A 1.23.19. Volimidhia: plans of Kefalövriso tombs A&B. After Karayörga 1972, plan 1. 
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A 1.23.20. Volimidhia: KetalOvriso tomb 
A. Blocking wall of stomion. After 
Karay6rga 1972, plate 193ati. 

A1 . 
23.2 I. Volimidhia: Angelopoülou tomb 

2: dromos. After Marin: tos 1952, figure 
11. 
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A 1.23.22. Volimidhia: Angelopoülou tomb 1. Left: 
pit and burial in chamber. Right: LHII alabastron. 
After Marinatos 1952, figures 10 & 9. 

AI. 23.23.1011th 2. Left: stepped LliunION. S(. ile: Ini.: Aim t iqIit: titomion 
frone chamber. Scale: 2m. Below right: chamber from stomion. Scale: 2m. 
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A1 . 
23.24. Volimidhia: Angelopoulou wmb 5. Dromos and stomion blocked by slab. After Marinatos 

1953, figure 2. 

A 1.23.25. Volimidhia: Angelopoülou tomb 6. Smashed kylikes amid blocking of entrance tu tomb. Altvi 
Marin3tos 1953, figure 8. 



A 1.23.26. Volimidhia: 
Angelopoidou tomb 6. 
Piled up pottery and 
bones in chamber. After 
Marin3tos 1953, figure 
4. 

A 1.23.27. Volimidhia: 
Angelopoülou group of 
tombs. LHI pottery from 
various tombs (no record 
of context). After 
Marin3tos 1953, figure 
9. 

A 1.23.28. Volirnidhia: 
Voris tomb 1. Dromos, 
, tornion, and side 
chamber I a. 
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nn4 A1 . 23.29. Volimidhia: Voriil tomb 1. Above: stomion. 

Below left: blocked stomion (after Marin3tos 1952, 
figure 12). Below right: collected bones on the lower 
floor of the main chamber (after Marinitos 1952, figure 
13). 
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A 1.23.30. Volimidhia: Vori3 tomb 1. 
Side chamber I a. Scale: 2m. 
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AI. 23.31. 
Volimidhia: Voriä 

tomb 4. Dromos and 
entrance. After 
Marinltos 1954, 
figure 1. 

A 1.23.32. 
Volimidhia: Voriä 
tomb 4. Chamber 
and stomion. Scale: 
2m. 

A 1.23.3 3. 
Volimidhia: VoriJ 
tomb 4. Punctured 
roof from above. 
Scale: I m. 
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A 1.23.34. 
Volimidhia: Voriä 
tomb 5. Dromos. 
Scale: 2nß. 

Al . 23.3 5. 
Volimidhia: Vori3 
tomb 5. Pit 2 and 
burial. After 
Marin3tos 1954, 
figure 3. 

A 1.23.36. 
Volimidhia: Voriä 
tomb 5. Pottery on 
chamber floor. 
After MarinJtos 
1954, figure 2. 
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A 1.23.3 7. Volimidhia: Vori3 tomb 6. 
Dromos, stomion and blocking wall. After 
Marinätos 1960, plate 1 54ß. 

A 1.23.38. Volimidhia: Voriä tomb 7. 
Dromos and Roman building. Scale: 2m. 
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A 1.23.39. Volimidhia: Voris tomb 7. Left: chamber and stoniion. Sraly: 2m. Right: apex, showing 
conical feature. 

A 1.23.40. Volimidhia: Voria tomb 7. Chamber under excavation: supine bin ial and CoIICk tt (l t)onw %. 
After Marinätos 1960, plate 15 5a. 



A 1.23.42. Volimidhia: Rigas tomb. Left: after Aiipuyianni 1990, plate 53y 

Al 
. 
23.43. iw, il Ii0in Koroniiou tomb . 

S. [, ii -, I ii,, ltl, fl'onl %11.111, ) li(ILIle, 
from pit and burial to right of entrance. After Marinätos 1952, figure 3. 
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A1.23.41. Volimidhia: Ri,,,. ih ioml,. 2m. 

. Right: scale 2ni. 
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ýAý/Aý 
A 1.23.44. Volimidhia. Left: Koroniou tomb 3 Llroinos. After Marinatos 1952, figure 2. Right: Koroniou 
tomb 3 and Angelopoolou tombs 1 812. Stone tools, arrowheads and core. After Marinitos 1952 figure 
4. 
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A 1.23.45. Volinüdhia: Koroniou tomb 3. Pit toý 
After Marin3tos 1952, figure 5. 
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A1 
. 
23.48. Volimidlhi a: 

Koroniou tomb 6. 'Artisan's 
toolset'. After Marinätos 
1953, figure 1 I. 
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A 1.23.47. Volimidhia: Koroniou tomb 3. 
Goblet associated with upper skeleton in 
pit at back of tomb. After Marin3tos 
1952, figure 6. 

A 1.23.46. Volimidhia: Koroniou tomb 3. Pit at back of chamber: composite photograph of lower burial. 
After MarinJtos 1952, figures 7&8. 



Englianös 24 
1: 200,000 map reference: -2.1'45"e 37.1'50"n Messinfa. 

Description: three tholos tombs, a chamber tomb and a 'shaft grave' near the later 'palace'. 

Directions: The ̀ Palace of Nestor' Is signposted from the main H6ra to Pulos road, about 3km 

south of Hora. Tholos 4 Is visible from the car park, about 100m northeast of the palace. The 
Vayenäs site is 140m south of the palace but not currently visible. Tholos 3 Is about 1 km 
further southwest. It is to the west of the road, near the old kilometre stone 204 (not the new 
kilometre signs). 

References: Biegen, Rawson, Taylour 8t Donovan (1973); Alcock, Bennet ez Davis (1996); 

Lblos (1985,184-195); McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1961,237-238; 1969,147-148); 

Hope Simpson ez Dickinson (1979,128-129). 

Publication: detailed final. 

Excavation: tholos III was excavated In three weeks in 1939; tholos IV over 50 days In 1953; 

and tholos V over 43 days in 1957. 

Setting: the 'Palace of Nestor' is located on an eminence (A1.24.10; A1.21.1) on the crest 

of a ridge that runs northeast-southwest, one of a series of parallel ridges running toward the 
bay of Navarfno. All three tholol are set on this ridge, the Engliands ridge. Tholos IV lies about 
70m northeast of the northeast gateway set In the LHI wall surrounding the palace mound 
(A1.24.9); the dromos of the tomb seems to be more or less exactly aligned with the stairway 

of the entrance. Tholos V is 140m southwest of the palace, along the crown of the ridge and 
close to the highest point before the ridge drops to a lower level. Tholos III is about 1 km 
further south, along the lower part of the ridge (Al . 24.3). The 'shaft grave' is set within the 

palace mound, at close to the highest point and in the centre west (under the later room 97). 
Chamber tomb E8 is about 400m west-southwest of the palace, set in the side of an outcrop 
from the ridge (with other later tombs). 
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Architecture: 

Tholos III (Käto Englianös)' 

The tomb (Al. 24.1-2) was built in a natural slope. The unlined dromos, running southwest to 

northeast, was 8.1m long and 2.25m to 2.35m wide. In digging the fill of the dromos the 

excavators noted the stratigraphy, which seemed to show four distinct levels, each separated by 

a thin carbonised layer (Al. 24.2, A1.24.6). The obvious interpretation is that there were at 

least three reopenings of the tomb, and that fire was a component in opening or closing rituals. 

The final reopening removed a much smaller volume of earth than the others, each of which 

had attempted to open the whole dromos. 

The stomion (Al . 24.4-5) was 3m deep (long), 3.1m tall and 1.65m wide. Only part of the 

lintel was found. Remains of two periods of blocking wall were found; these have not been 

related to the stratigraphy in the dromos. 

The diameter of the chamber (Al . 24.7) was 7.66m to 7.71 m. The walls were of unworked 

stone, some flat and some irregular. The wall was preserved to 2.5m to 3m in height. One pit 

was found at the centre of the tomb, 1.27m x 0.43m to 0.55m x 0.45m. A second pit near 

the southeast wall was 1.3m wide, 2.7m long and 1.3m deep, of irregular shape. 

Tholos IV 

The dromos (Al. 24.10-12), running from southwest to northeast (as tholos ill), was about 

10.5m long and 4.4m wide, and unlined. There is a drop In floor level of 70cm running 

toward the doorway. There were numerous layers of earth and stone In the dromos; some of 

these layers could be seen to correspond directly with different layers In the blocking wall. One 

particular level seemed to exist at Im above the original floor. The stomion is about 4.55m 

high, 2.25m wide and 4.6m long; one of the assumed three lintel blocks survived in situ (3m x 
2.3m x 0.45m). The facade (Al. 2412) and Interior of the stomion is built of partly-dressed 

stonework; each parastade is about 1.5m wide. A blocking wall 2m thick filled the central part 

of the stomion; it had been partly dismantled in the past so that there was a gap of up to 1m 

' 'Tholos 1' and 'Tholos 2' would refer to previous excavations In tholos 1 at 18: Tragana and In the tholos 
at 16: Korifäsio. 
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below the lintel. Different stone building operations were apparent In the blocking 
(A1.24.13). 

The maximum diameter of the chamber (A1.24.15) was 9.35m and It survived up to 4.9m in 

height; the vault has since been restored. The walls are built of flat unworked stones. An 

elongated pit curved around the west side of the chamber (Al. 24.16 left): 9m in length, 

about Im wide and 1.4m deep. A built cist rested against the southeastern wall (A1.24.16 

right). It was made of dressed blocks, 2.24m long, 1.06m wide and 47cm high, rising from the 
floor of the tholos. 

Tholos V 

It consisted of a semicircular peribolos wall enclosing an area of burials with a distinct floor and 
four pits (A1.24.19-22). The wall was at most 60cm thick, and survived to two courses in 

only a small area. To the south the wall and all traces of it disappeared; there was no indication 

of stomion or dromos, and because the area had been used as an alöni, the levels that would 
have held fallen stones were missing. 

Pit 1 (or 'pit A')2 was located toward the west-centre of the circle; It was about 1mx1m and 

sub-rectangular to amorphous In shape (Al. 24.23). Pit 2 ('pit b') was elongated north to 

south, about 70cm to 80 cm wide, at most 2.4m long, and perhaps about 40cm deep 
(Al. 24.24). The sides were not regular. Pit 3 ('pit I') was a large area of the east side of the 

circle (Al. 24.20). In Its largest extent it Is roughly sub-rectangular about 2.7m north to south 

and 2.4m east to west. An oval area to the southeast Is deeper about 1.5m north to south and 
1.1 m east to west Is slightly deeper. Pit 4 ('pit m') was extended east to west and measured 
1.7m x 64cm x 35cm (Al. 24.34). 

Biegen initially Interpreted the site as a tholos tomb (1958,178), but the slightness of the walls 

and the lack of any kind of dromos or stomion persuaded Taylour in the final report to adopt 

the Idea of the grave circle. The suggestion was that the walls were a peribolos built to a certain 
height (arbitrarily supposed to be 1.5m) and then the whole covered with planks of wood. This 

explanation was necessary because the site clearly preserved floor deposits, especially In the 

northeast sector, that would not be possible had a tumulus been thrown directly on them. The 

21 use the enumeration that Taylour uses In the final report, but this does not agree with the published 
plans and sections. 
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lack of collapsed stone material also suggested the 'grave-circle' Idea. Taylour was aware of the 

weaknesses of the argument but felt that the tholos alternative was equally weak. 

To the objection that there was not enough collapsed stone material, the simple answer is that 
the levelling of the area to create the a16ni removed most of that material. A height of about 
30cm above the tholos floor is quite acceptable In this regard; many collapsed tholos tombs 
have fallen stone material at higher levels. The landowner moreover had built a small building 

and terrace wall out of this material. 

The lack of stomion and dromos Is explained by the loss of the southern half of the circle. 
Given that the entire structure Is above ground, the dromos Is likely to have been short or non- 

existent, the lack of larger stones In the vicinity suggests an undeveloped stomion. Since this 

tomb Is presumed to be very early In date, these sorts of details should present no problem. As 

for the slightness of the walls, Pelon (1976,397) offers comparison with tholos 3 at 
35: Peristeriä, whose walls he states to be 40cm to 50cm thick. Perlsteri3 3 did, however, have 

a very long stomion. Finally, Pelon and Korns (1976b: 361-365) both point out that the 

surviving stones of the walling are faced Inward: a smooth appearance Is achieved on the Inside, 

but unfinished on the outside. This Is normal for tholos tombs. An explanation of the 

architecture In terms of tholol seems much easier to support than an explanation In terms of an 

otherwise unattested type of tomb. 

'Shaft grave' 

The 'shaft grave' (Al. 24.37-38) was located some 1 5cm to 20cm below the floor in room 
97 of the later palace, obvious to the excavators because of a depression In the floor. It was up 
to 1.05m deep, 1.05m to 1.12m wide and 1.53m to 1.56m long. Two long walls and one 
short (the northeastern) are lined with neatly built flat stone walls. The southwest short wall is 
lined with a slab that is wedged into place by smaller stones. The two long walls are lower by 

one course than the short built wall (and apparently the grave cut), thus making a shelf for 

cover slabs or planks. One large stone assumed to be a cover slab was found in the bottom of 
the grave (Al. 24.37 left). Also in the bottom of the grave was a neatly built flat stone 
platform (Al. 24.37 right), not touching any wall but on the southeast side of the floor, 1.2m 

x47cmx 18cm. 
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Although the excavator recognised in the lowered long walls a shelf for laying cover slabs, 
nonetheless this does not seem to conform to the strict definition of a 'shaft grave', where the 
built cist should lie at the bottom of a wider shaft. 

Chamber tomb E8 (A 1.24.39) 

The dromos (Al. 24.40 top) is 7m long and 2.9m deep at the chamber end; it is 1.36m wide 

at the mouth and 1.67m at the chamber entrance. There were niches in the dromos on both 

sides: that on the east side is 1.6m from the entrance to the chamber and 45cm above the 
floor of the dromos; it is 85cm high, 2.4m long, and 20cm deep (that is, extends 20cm from 

the surface of the east wall of the dromos eastward into the earth); that on the west 
(Al. 24.40 bottom left) is lm from the entrance to the chamber and 65cm above the floor of 
the dromos; It is 90cm high, 2.7m long, and 20cm deep. The niches were walled up with 
irregular stones. 

The dromos cut through limestone above and clay below, and the entrance to the chamber cut 
through clay alone. The entranceway or stomion is 1m deep (long) and 1.95m high; the width 

at the floor was 87cm, but 85cm above the floor the width increases to 1.25m, because the 

east parastade had been cut away. The lintel of the stomion was formed by the limestone above 
the clay in which the door was cut. Stratigraphic observations suggested to the excavator that 

the removal of the east parastade occurred at a time when the door was recut at a higher level. 

The stomion was filled with the usual blocking wall of irregular stones, which seemed to have 

partly collapsed into both dromos and chamber. 

The oval chamber was 3.5m to 3.75m in diameter; no height Is recorded, and the rock above 

was removed during the excavation. In the floor there were two pits and one niche. The niche, 
to the east, was 2.01 m long, 60cm high, and dug into the chamber wall to between 47cm and 
67cm. It was blocked by Irregular walling. Pit 1 on the west side of the chamber was 1.24m 

long, 59cm wide, and 48cm deep. Pit 2 to the northwest was 1.15m long, 51cm wide and 
37cm deep. 
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Finds: 

Tholos III (Käto Englianös) 

Two skulls and two other bones were found crushed under collapsed stones In the doorway, 

along with fragments of pottery and other items. In the chamber joining fragments of pottery 

could be found in the upper and lower fill; there is no detailed recording of stratigraphy. The 

lower level of fill contained the skull and half the body of a bovid, and a large part of an 

ovicaprid; these presumably represent later sacrifice or feasting in the tomb. The excavator 

suggested the tomb had been deliberately destroyed by invaders. 

The central pit contained three skull fragments, other bones, beads, sherds and stones, all In 

disorder. The second pit near the southeast wall contained bones and stones. 

The report lists a large number of pottery and other items from the fill, but their findspots are 

mostly unrecorded, and little attempt has been made to interpret the material. 

Tholos IV 

Scraps of pottery and fragments of gold were found in the dromos. Remains of an ivory object 

were found in the upper part of the blocking wall. From a section built of dressed blocks, two 

gold rosettes and other small gold and other objects or fragments were found. 

Fallen stones from the vault of the chamber were largely missing. There was therefore no clear 
break between the fill of the chamber and accumulated earth above the collapsed vault. The 

excavator speculated that much of the collapsed stone might have been removed when an alöni 

was built above the tomb; if this was the case, the collapsed stone would have gathered at a 
height of 5m or above, that is, at the time of collapse the fill in the chamber would already 
have reached 5m. This may indeed have been the case (earth may have seeped through the 
interstices in the stonework, aided by rainwater); the implications of this are taken up under 
'chronology' below. The alternative is to assume that the removal of collapsed stones occurred 
In antiquity and in relation to activities that involved the contents of the chamber. This is made 
more likely by the discovery of two likely components of the apex of the vault below the floor, 

In the fill of the curving pit. Although small scraps of bronze and other very small finds were 

made higher In the fill, It appears that only In the final 1.2m of fill above the floor were 

significant finds made. 
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Various levels within this last 1.2m seem occasionally to have been recognised but are neither 
described in detail nor drawn. In general the Impression of the excavator was one of confusion, 
with no intact contexts. In the long pit In the floor were several cut stones, a number of small 

gold decorative Items, such as a figure of eight shield, a bronze ring and some weapons of 
bronze and other small Items; no bones are mentioned. Similarly In the cast no bones (save one 

stray) were found, but small gold and bronze objects were collected along with some amber 
beads. The pottery from the excavation comprised four restored vessels (a palace style jar, an 

ovoid jar, and two jugs) along with sherds ranging In from middle helladic to LHIII styles, 

principally undecorated. 

The lowest level of the tomb comprised a layer 20cm to 35cm thick lying directly on the floor. 

This layer was devoid of artefacts and therefore consists of earth filtered through the stonework 

after the construction and initial period of use of the tomb. Under this layer and on top of the 
floor a large amount gold leaf was collected, leading the excavator to suggest that the central 

area, and perhaps more, of the tomb was carpeted with gold leaf. Other finds on the floor 

included gold foil 'cutout' artefacts, rosettes and beads, but only one human bone. 

A selection of gold small finds is portrayed in A1.24.18. 

Forty skull fragments in the tomb relate to at least 17 individuals (ten adult males, six adult 
females, and one child). In general, however, very few bones were recovered, and no intact 

graves or piles of disarticulated bone were found. 

Tholos V 

The excavator describes the discovery of many displaced Items In the levels Immediately below 

the surface of the a/bni. This stratum of disturbed earth was about 30cm thick and was the 

result of modem cultivation. Immediately underneath lay what seem to have been floor 

deposits, along with the four pits. These pits are described In turn below. 

Pit 1 (Al. 24.23): this seems to have represented a single Interment. Inside the pit was a 

pithos (49cm In length, diameter of mouth 31 cm, middle diameter 42cm) containing a single 
burial, which may or may not have been articulated. Also within the pithos were three Ivory 

pins, bronze wire with attached silver fragments, four silver half diadems (Al . 24.36), an Ivory 

plaque, perhaps from a sword handle, and an enigmatic circular tube ('quoit') wrapped In gold 
leaf. Outside the pithos, In the pit, were a bronze cauldron or pan upturned and lying on the 
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pithos, a 'rapier' bent through 90° at about half Its length, curving around the pithos at a low 

level, and a knife. 

Pit 2 (Al. 24.24): this pit contained the extended burial of a young man, along with the 

remains of a second person. The young man was extended on his back and the bones and skull 

of a disarticuiated skeleton were arranged near the centre of the burial. The left hand lay on the 

pelvis and may have held the bronze mirror found in that area. Other finds were an arrowhead, 

a bronze awl with an ivory handle, a phi figurine (Al. 24.24 top left) on the skeleton's chest, a 

knife, an askos, a bronze bowl and a glass bead. 

Pit 31: much of the disturbed material in the cultivated first 30cm was found above this area. 
The west side of the pit was filled with bones in an area 2.25m x 0.85m. Ten skull fragments 

were included among many other bones. 

The slightly deeper southeast area contained a pithos (62.5cm In length, mouth 32cm In 

diameter, greatest diameter 47cm; Al. 24.25) which seems to have been set upright rather 

than on its side. The mouth had been covered with a flat stone. Inside was probably a single 
disarticulated burial, along with a knife, four bronze pins (associated with clothing by the 

excavator) and a single boar's tusk, unworked save it was pierced with two holes. At the bottom 

of the pithos was a fragmentary silver shallow cup. Beside the pithos was a number of bronze 

artefacts (Al. 24.26-28). A bronze cauldron, conical in shape unlike that in pit 1, lay beside 

the pithos, and underneath It were a knife, whetstone, and three daggers. Between the pithos 

and the cauldron were four 'rapiers', said to be similar to shaft grave examples. Nearby were 
ivory pommels, boars' tusks and ivory, obsidian and amber fragments. 

in the north central part of pit 3, between the bones to the west and another large jar to the 

east, was a large palace style jar (length 70cm, diameter of mouth 32cm, largest diameter 

50cm; Al. 24.29-30). Its base was set in a small pit made to receive it, and a shallow cup lay 

nearby. The palace style jar had been repaired at least once using lead rivets. A skull along with 

a few bones were found at the bottom of the jar, but no other items. 

In the northeast part of the pit lay an unusual spouted jar of apparently Cretan type (62cm 

long, largest diameter 45cm; A1.24.31-32). The mouth had been closed by a thin square 

3 The total number of rapiers from this pit as described In Taylour's text does not agree with the number 
In his catalogue. I follow the text description. 

Appendix One 24: Engtfanös 507 



slab, and the jar lay on its side. Inside was a contracted articulated burial and a small deep cup. 
Beside and underneath this jar were three 'rapiers' (all blades bent, two to 90°), a knife and a 
dagger (A1.24 33). 

Pit 4 (Al. 24.34): this pit contained the disarticulated remains of at least five Individuals. Six 

knives or daggers were found, five at the top of the deposit and one at the bottom. The only 

other finds were a whetstone and a gold diadem broken in four parts and scattered. 

Much material was found outside of the pits In the context of what appear to be floor deposits, 

especially In the well preserved northeast section. Some finds noted here Include fifteen pottery 
Items (mainly alabastra), 159 beads, presumably from necklaces, and a set of Items Interpreted 

as a scale, comprising bronze balance beam and bronze pans (Al. 24.35); but few or no 
human bones. 

'Shaft grave' 

Remains of material culture were found in the grave, but It had clearly been thoroughly emptied 

at some point before or during the construction of the palace. Some bone fragments were 
found, but It is unknown if they are human or animal. Other finds consisted of eleven beads of 

amethyst and two of gold, one in the shape of a helmeted male head. Other beads and 
fragments were found, along with one Ivory and many pottery fragments. It was unclear to the 

excavators whether the pottery they found belonged with funerary deposits or came In with 

general fill when the grave was closed after Its content was removed. Pottery from middle 
helladic to late Mycenaean was found. 

Chamber tomb E8 

No finds were recorded in the niches In the dromos. In the chamber, burial remains, including 

two articulated skeletons, were found at varying heights above the floor, associated with late 

Mycenaean pottery. On the floor there were two sets of articulated leg bones and some 
fragmentary bones perhaps belonging to a child. Pottery was scattered and broken on the floor. 

The niche contained one supine skeleton and three Items: a jug at the skull, an alabastron at the 

right leg, and a terracotta spindle whorl. A conical cup was found upside down outside the 

walling. The excavators regarded this as a single-Instance context. Pit I contained one supine 

skeleton and three small pots at the feet, two beads and a terracotta spindle whorl. Again this 

was regarded as a single-instance context. Pit 2 contained mixed bones and two broken skulls, 
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four vases, a bronze knife and a 'terracotta button'. The excavators note the careful 
arrangement of the contents. 

Chronology: 

Tholos III (Käto Englian6s) 

The earliest pottery is an LHIIA alabastron, but the majority of the pottery Is LHIIIA or LHIIIB, 

and so the final state of the tomb derives from that later period. LHIIA is the latest likely 

construction date, but it may even have been built before that. 

Tholos IV 

Finds ranging in date from middle helladic to late Mycenaean were found In the tomb. The first 

phase is clearly represented by the finds on the floor under the level of filtered earth. There is 

no precise clue to the date of this layer but its general comparability to other Messenian sites 

should surely suggest LHI. This date is confirmed by the presence of LHI pottery items. Nor Is 

there any clear Idea of the length of time of this phase of use. What Is clear, however, is that all 
portable finds save the smallest were later removed. It may be that they were removed to the 

pit and the cist. The filtered layer had been penetrated at many points and so perhaps some 

objects were removed from the floor after the earth had been deposited, but It seems likely that 

most or all were removed before that point. It seems therefore likely that the tomb was used for 

a relatively small number of burials whose remains were removed to the pit and the cast, and 
perhaps from the tomb altogether, before the tomb entered a period of disuse. 

After the period of disuse, during which time the layer of filtered earth was slowly deposited, 

there are two possibilities: either the tomb collapsed, or it was reused. The latter seems the 

more likely suggestion, especially given the presence of LHIIA pottery In the form of a palace 
style jar. After this reuse the tomb Is likely to have collapsed. 

The state of the fill in the chamber is the result of repeated and deep Interventions in a 
considerable depth of fill. These interventions almost certainly should be placed within the 
LHIIIB period, the time of the floruit of the later palace. It is clearly Inconceivable that a large 

tholos tomb, albeit collapsed, should have existed 140m north of the palace and not have been 
interfered with by those inhabiting the palace. It seems most likely that the removal of the 
collapsed stones from the roof, the Interventions in the fill, and the excavation of the pit and 
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cist should have occurred at this time. This would explain not only the removal of objects from 

the tomb as a whole, but also the removal of the bones: the bones of the ancestors would have 
had as much, or more, 'value' to the Mycenaean Inhabitants of the palace than any objects of 
gold. The removal of the bones also proves that the final state of the tholos was not the result 
of repeated Instances of 'tomb robbing', as suggested by the excavator. 

Tholos V 

The general disposition of finds does not suggest a very long period of use, but the total number 

of individuals (at least 27) and the number of disarticulated burials suggests Intensive use. There 
is a possibility that some bones might have been brought from elsewhere to be reburied here, 

especially in the bone pit. The lack of bones strewn across the floor Increases this possibility, 
since elsewhere it is usually the case that even where bones are gathered up stray bones are 
often found throughout the tomb. The objects in the tomb are dated by L61os between MH and 
LHIIIAI. LHI-III objects are found on the floor, and earlier objects are found in specific 

contexts: the pithos burials. The phi-figurine in pit 2 is generally dated LHIIIAI (the date of the 
latest pottery in the tomb; French 1971,109), but since it is possibly the earliest known 

example of such a figurine, it might be a little earlier. It may well be that the LHIIIA1 objects 
represent a last act in the tomb at the LHII-III transition. 

'Shaft grave' 

This grave clearly predates the room under which It was found, but there Is no specific dating 

evidence. The MH-LHIII pottery within could easily have come from surrounding contexts and 
so Is not admissible as dating evidence. The likelihood Is that it dates to the late middle helladic 

or early Mycenaean period. 

Chamber tomb E8 

Finds above the floor were dated to the late Mycenaean period, while remains on the floor 
Include LHIIA, LHIIB and LHIIIA1. The contents of the niche were dated LHIIB and regarded 
as a single-instance context. Pit 1 was similarly regarded as a single-instance context to be dated 

to the LHII period. The content of pit 2 was more mixed but Included LHII artefacts. 

Comments: none. 
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A1.24.1. Englianös: tholos tomb 
IV. Plan. After Biegen et ali( 
1973, plate 323. 
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A1.24.2. Engllanös: tholos tomb Ill. Plan and section. After Biegen et alit 1973, plates 319 8t 320. 



A 1.24.4. Engliands: tholos tomb III. Right: 
lintel and stomion from chamber during 
excavation. Below: plan and section of lintel. 
After Biegen et alii 1973, plates 162 81 321 
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A1 . 24.5. Englianös: tholos tomb III. Stomion blocking wall. Left: upper section of blocking wall. Right: 
lower section of blocking wall. After Biegen et alii 1973, plates 164 81 165. 
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A 1.24.6. Englianös: tholos tomb III. Section through dromos showing stratigraphy indicating opening and 
closing events. After Biegen et alii 1973, plate 324. 
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A 1.24.8. Englianös: view north from palace. 

ýýý 

514 



A 1.24.9. Engliands: tholos tomb IV. 
View northeast from LHI wall and gate 
to reconstructed tholos dome. After 
Biegen et alii 1973, plate 4. 

A 1.24.10. Englianös: tholos tomb IV. 
View southwest from lintel to palace 
mound. 

A 1.24. II. Engliands: tholos tomb IV. 
I)romos and stomion. 
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A1 . 
24.12. Englianös: tholos tomb IV. Dromos, stomion and blocked entrance of tomb. After Biegen et 

alii 1973, plate 176. 

.-i. I -. ,1, ,i , t. rework in blocking wall, with squared blocks 

visible on the lelt and exposed on the right. After Biegen et 3111 1973, plates 184 K 183. 



517 

A1.24.14. Englianös: tholos tomb IV. Lelt: stomion and blocking will from inside. Right: stomion and 
chamber after excavation. After Biegen et alii 1973, plates 179 8z 186. 

A 1.24.15. Englianös: tholos tomb IV. Chamber from above after excavation. After Biegen et alii 1973, 
plate 188. 
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Al. 24. I6. Englianös: tholos tomb IV. Left: curved pit in floor. Right: built (ist . ig. iin, t will. After Biegen 
1973, plates 180 x 181. 
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A 1.24.18. Engliands: tholos tomb IV. Selection of gold small finds. After Biegen et alii 1973, plate 190. 
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A1 . 
24.19. Englianös: tholos tomb V. Plans of tomb, pits and burials. After Biegen et alii 1973, plate 

327. 

A 1.24.20. Englianös: tholos tomb V. The 
excavation from east-southeast, pit 3 in the 
foreground. After Biegen et alii 1973, plate 
221. 
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A 1.24.2 1. Englianös: tholos tomb V. Plans of tomb, pits and objects found. After Biegen et alii 1973, 
plate 329. 
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A 1.24.22. Englianös: tholos tomb V. The 
excavation from southwest, pit 1 in the 
foreground. After Biegen et Ai 1973, plate 
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A1 . 
24.23. Englianös: tholos tomb V, Pit 1. Top: pithos and bronze 

cauldron in situ. Middle left: burial within pithos. Middle right: gold 
wreath at bottom of pithos after removal of skeleton. Bottom left: 
pithos, restored. Bottom: bronze cauldron. After Biegen et alii 1973, 
plates 198,217,218,233-1 8z 228-3b. 
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Engli. iiii': iIi, l,. ý, iiiI, ', :' 101) Irft: pit undercxravatiun. Iop 1 1r. 111 t, i v, 

of phi figurine. Bottom: detail of skeleton, collected remains of second burial, and objects in the pit. 
Figurine visible at articulated skeleton's right arm. After Biegen et alii 1973, plates 208,232-5b, 207. 



A 1.24.27. Engliands: tholos tomb V, Pit 3. Bronze 
cauldron found near pithos. After Biegen et alii 1973, 
plate 228- ]a. 
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A 1.24.26. Englianös: tholos tomb V, Pit 3. Burial pithos, bronze cauldron, short sword, and rapiers. 
After Biegen et alii 1973, plates 209 &2 11. 

A1.24.25. Englianös: tholos tomb V, Pit 3. B 
1973, plates 233-2 and 213. 
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A 1.24.28. Engliands: 
tholos tomb V, Pit 3. 
Rapiers and daggers found 
under cauldron. After 
Biegen et alii 1973, plate 
229 1-9. 

A1 . 24.29. Englianös: 
tholos tomb 3, Pit 3. 
Northern section of bone 
pit, and palace style jar in 
situ. After Biegen et aiii 
1973, plate 210. 
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A I. 24.30. Englian6s: tholos tomb 3, Pit 3. f lt hMW of fMl. aýe style jar in situ, with skull wedged into 
bottom. Right: restored palace style jar. After Biegen et Ai 1973, plates 2 14 & 233-4a. 
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Al. 24.31. Englianös: tholos tomb V, lit +tylu spouted jar in n, iiiý. ,, i iý. ut of pit 3, with 
objects underneath and skeleton within. After Wegen et all 1973, plates 203 t. i2 15. 

A 1.24.32. Englian6s: tholos tomb V, Pit 3. Minoan-style spouted jar. 
After Biegen et alii 1973, plate 233-5a. 
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24.3 3. Englianös: tholos tomb 3, Pit 3. 

Left: rapiers and knife found underneath 
spouted jar. Below: swords, rapiers and knives 
from around and below spouted jar. After 
Biegen et alii 1973, plates 2 16 81 229 10-18. 
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A 1.24.34. Engliands: tholos tomb V, Pit 4. Left: bones and skulls in 
situ. After Biegen et alii 1973, plate 219. Above: gold diadem. 
After Biegen et all 1973, plate 225-I. 
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A 1.24.35. Englianös: tholos tomb V. Bronze scales 
found in north part of tomb. After Biegen et aiii 1973, 
plate 228-5. 
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A 1.24.36. EnglianOs: 
tholos tomb V, Pit I. Silver 
half-diadems. After Biegen 
et alii 1973, plate 225-6. 
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A 1.24.3 /. Lngtianos: 'sh. itt grave'. Left: pk) i ik' collapsed cover slab on top of built platform. Right: 
grave and built platform in bottom. After Blegen & Rawson 1966, plates 231 81 229. 
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A 1.24.38. Engliands: 
'shaft grave'. After Biegen 
8t Rawson 1966, plate 
230. 
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A 1.24.39. Engliands: chamber tomb E8. Plan and section. After Biegen et aiii 1973, plate 340. 
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A1 . 24.40. Englianos: chamber tomb E8. Top left: dromos. Top right: blocked entrance. Bottom left: 
blocked left niche in dromos. Bottom right: chamber. After Biegen et alii 1973, plates 245,246,247 8t 
248. 
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Dhiväri 25 
1: 200000 map reference: Voidhokiliä Is -2.3'30"e 36.57'50"n Messinfa. 

Description: burial mound containing at least one MH pithos burial. 

Directions: 'near the northwest bank of Dhiväri bay ... and right next to the road that goes 
from Petrohßri to VoTdhokiliä' (Kaltsäs). That stretch of the road Is rather short, so the site 

must be very close to 17: Voidhokiliä and on the coast. 

References: Kaltas (1981,1982). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: rescue excavation by the Eforefa after olive planting; two seasons. 

Setting: coastal; no details. 

Architecture: the mound is not described; a peribolos wall apparently formed the shape of a 

trapezium. There is no reason to believe this wall is prehistoric. 

Finds: perhaps as many as 21 graves of post-Mycenaean (Hellenistic? ) date were excavated. In 

the northwest corner of the mound at a level lower than the other graves was found a middle 
helladic pithos. Its mouth was supported (or covered) by two slabs. Inside was a single burial 

and a ewer. 

Chronology: the pithos and ewer are dated middle helladic; all other aspects of the site are 
later (Hellenistic? ). 

Comments: although detailed evidence is lacking, there are only two possible Interpretations. 

The clearest Interpretation is that the site represents a middle helladic burial mound reused and 

reshaped in the Hellenistic period. More excavation might be expected to reveal further middle 
helladic burials. The only other explanation, rather less likely (especially given the excavator's 

observation of the relative depth of the middle helladic deposits), is that a middle heiladic burial 
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pithos was removed from some other context (the nearby mounds at 17: Voldhokiliä, for 

example) and reburied in a later Hellenistic mound. 
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Halkiäs Aeliäs 26 
1: 200,000 map reference: Halklis Is -1°50'45"e 37.21'20"n Messinfa. 

Description: two tholos tombs probably dated LHII-IIIA. 

Directions: 'in the hills above Dorfion, at Aeliäs'. 

References: Arapoyiänni (1996). 

Level of publication: short preliminary (newspaper report). 

Excavation: rescue excavation. 

Setting: unknown. 

Architecture: both survived to 2m in height and had diameters of 3.9m to 4m. 

Finds: Much bone material was preserved, taken by the excavator as a sign of long use. No 
details of Individual burials or groupings is given. Many Individual finds are noted In passing: 
whole pots, steatite spindles, two sealstones, a bronze knife, glass and faience beads, four flint 

arrowheads. There are possible traces of settlement In the vicinity. 

Chronology: the date given in the report is LHIIC-IIIA, presumably a mistake. I assume that 
the date for these tombs is LHII-IIIA (but it might conceivably be LHII-IIIC). 

Comments: there is almost no information on these tombs. 
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Roütsi 27 
1: 200,000 map reference: Mirsinohbri Is -1 ̂ 59'20"e 37.1'30"n Messlnfa. 

Description: two tholos tombs and three burial mounds. 

Directions: leave the Pilos - H6ra road about a kilometre south of Hora, where Mirsinohdrl is 

signposted. Just before entering the village there Is an unpaved road to the left. Follow this road 
for perhaps 1 km until a small building, probably built of stone spoil from the tholos tombs, Is 

prominent on top of the ridge. The uncovered tholos tomb Is within about 25m of this hut. 

When I last visited this site in 1997 the concrete replacement lintel had collapsed and the tomb 

appeared to be in a dangerous condition. On previous visits the tomb was intact. To find the 
Kaloyeropoülou mound, return to the road and continue for perhaps 200-300m. The mound 
is extremely prominent to the left of the road, which curves around it. 

References: Marin3tos (1953,249-250; 1956,203-206; 1957a; 1957b; 1957c); 

Anonymous (1957 - essentially further illustration for Marinätos: 1957c); Kom&s (1976a, 

281-282; 1977a, 230; 1982b; 1987,105-106; 1988,37,40-41); Peträkos (1989,26- 

30); McDonald st Hope Simpson (1961,240; 1969,148-149); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson 

(1979,145-146). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: the tholos tombs were excavated by Marinätos In the 1950s; Korns carried out a 

small supplementary excavation on tholos 1 In 1989. The three mounds were briefly 

Investigated and excavated by Marin3tos before working on the tholos tombs, and Korres 

carried out a small supplementary excavation on the Kaloyeropoülou mound In 1989. 

Setting: these mounds are located to the east of the Engliands ridge and are separated from it 

by a deep gorge. The general location is that of a broad ridge-top. Within a short distance to 

the southeast are the sites around 14: Ayos loännis Papod ia. 

The stone mound is said to be 500m west of tholol. The tholol are within 20m of each other. 
The site of tholos 2 has been filled in. Both tholol are downslope of their dromol, although the 

slope is very slight. The Kaloyeropoülou mound Is not intervisible with the tholol. 
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Architecture: 

Kaloyeropoülou mound 

The mound (A1.27.1) Is earthen without peribolos or stone capping and its diameter varies 
between 20.4m and 25.8m. Marlnätos excavated In the northeast quadrant, uncovering a cist 
tomb (Al. 27.6-7) with a pebble-strewn floor and a pit for a funerary pithos. Korns' 

excavation uncovered another pithos, 2m long with drystone walling support for the neck and a 

cover slab (Al. 27.4-5). Near the centre of the mound was a roughly horseshoe-shaped pit 

with a stone outline surround on top (Al. 27.2-3). It Is Irregular In shape and about 2m long, 

and perhaps up to 1.5m wide and over 1m deep. Elsewhere was a small cast 1.2m x 40cm x 
63cm deep. 

Yorgopoülou mound 

There are no details of the architecture of this mound save that burial pithol and clsts were 
found; McDonald st Hope Simpson noted 13m diameter and 5m height, with a clay capping. 

'Stone pile' 

'Simply a stone pile' (Marinätos); McDonald 8t Hope Simpson noted that It was 12m in 

diameter and 4m high. 

Tholos 1 

This structure had been open and used as a byre; lt was by far the better preserved of the two, 

and after the excavation its roof was restored; the replacement lintel collapsed between 1994 

and 1996. 

There Is little description of tholos 1. Based on published plan (Al. 27.10), the diameter 

should be about 5.4m, chamber (A1.27.12) surviving height 1.9m, stomion about 1.4m to 
1.5m wide, facade 2m wide, and stomion (A1.27.11, A1.27.. 13-14) 2.2m high and 2.2m 
deep (long). These figures are approximately in agreement with the estimations of Pelon 
(1976,199); Korns mentions that the dromos was not fully excavated. 

Appendix One 27: Rozitsi 535 



The dromos to the northwest was unlined and the stomlon was neatly built of flat stones; there 

were several phases of rebuilding In the blocking wall. Marlnätos claimed evidence for a relieving 

triangle. Recent excavations uncovered a niche In the eastern half of the chamber under the 

foundations, and showed that the dromos had been dug down at a steep angle Into the rock, 

the chamber then carved out underground like a chamber tomb, and the walls built up Inside 

from the bottom (much as at K6kIa In the Argolid: Demakopoulou 1990). The lintel Is at the 

level of the ground surface. 

Tholos 2 

The diameter of the chamber was 5m and its surviving height up to about 1m (plan and 

section, A1.27.15). The dromos (A1.27.17 top left), running toward the northwest (as did 

that of tomb 1) is of unknown length; Its width toward the stomion was about 2.4m, the width 

of the facade. The left (on entering) parastade of the stomion was preserved to a height of 
1.45m, the right to 1.3m; the width of the stomion was about 1.3m, its depth (length) about 

1.6m, and the lintel was missing, as was most of the walling of the chamber. 

The architectural history of the tomb Is rather complex. There appear to have been two 

separate construction phases. The architecture described above was constructed In the first 

phase; the second phase, not much later, saw a refoundation of the tholos at which time the 

dromos was dug out anew and to a deeper level (1 m deeper at the outside end, 1.3m deeper 

at the facade), but narrower than before: the excavator noted a 'bench' 20cm wide running 

along the north (left on entering) side of the dromos, at the outer end of which burned remains 

suggested a hearth. The interpretation of these remains must be that, first, the dromos was dug 

and used as the entrance to the tomb, and that while open a large fire was lit at the outside end 

at least once or perhaps regularly; then the dromos may or may not have been filled in; then 

the dromos was dug out again, considerably deeper but 20cm narrower, leaving the 'bench' 

with the remains of the fire on the north side: It is unclear whether the fill above the 'bench' 

was intact or absent at this time. 

These events are mirrored in the stomion and chamber. In the second phase the stomion was 

also 1.3m below its original level, while in its final state the floor of the chamber was at several 
levels (A1.27.17 bottom): a 'bench' on the southwest side seems likely to represent the 

original floor level, while most of the rest of the floor was dug out 80cm deeper. The stomion 

was 50cm deeper than this, and continued at that depth into the chamber, forming a pit as at 
18: Tragäna or 10: Gouvalärl. This 'pit', the continuation of the dromos into the chamber, is 
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about 1m long and about 1.25m wide. At the end In the centre It splits Into two furrows (again 

as noted at the sites mentioned above; visible A1.27.17 bottom and on the plan, A1.17.15). 

judging from the plan (as with many of the measurements given here), the southwest furrow 

appears to be up to 1.8m long, while the northeast furrow appears to be about 1m long. There 

were two pits in the tomb. Pit 1, to the southeast (the back of the chamber), appears to have 

been about 2.1 m long and 90cm wide, judging from the plan, which also suggests architectural 

details that are not mentioned in the various reports (there Is a dividing line across the pit at 

one third its length, and Its northwest side appears to consist in a drystone wall, not present on 

any other side, and not extending into the southern third, where some other feature Is present). 

The pit was covered with squarish slabs. The second pit Is oddly shaped, about 2.4m long and 

1.6m wide at its widest, and 1m deep. The floor contains a more regular rectangular pit, about 
90cm wide but only 20cm deep (these figures are all estimated from the published plan and 

sections). 

The simplest reconstruction of the architectural history of the tomb Is to suggest that the tholos 

was constructed regularly and then closed up, after which It was later reopened, at which point, 
by accident or by design, the dromos, stomion and part of the chamber were dug up to 1.3m 

deeper, while most of the rest of the chamber was lowered by 80cm. The two pits also belong 

to this second phase. The lowered floor levels so undermined the structure that It collapsed 
fairly shortly, but not Immediately, afterward. Nonetheless, one feels that It ought to have been 

obvious to those opening the tomb that undermining the foundations could only lead to rapid 

collapse, and it is something unknown elsewhere. Korres (1982b), In a detailed study of this 

tomb, suggests that the second phase followed a collapse of the first phase architecture. He 

suggests that the tomb was rebuilt with a lower vault, the deepened chamber making up for lost 

height In the vault. He suggests that the 'bench', that Is the undeepened part of the floor on the 

southwest side, was left to support the superstructure, and that originally this may have also 
been present on the opposite side, but that It was eliminated when pit 2 was dug. Benches are 

of course known from chamber tombs, and the tholos at K6kla In the Argolid (Demakopoulou 

1990); in the latter case however, the bench is a much more deliberate thing: neatly built of 

stone and plastered. The Roütsl example Is just earth at the original level of the floor. 
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Finds: 

Kaloyeropoülou mound 

Except for the discovery of a pithos, there is no information on finds from the earlier 

excavations, which were not extensive. Korns' excavation uncovered the second pithos 
(Al. 27.4-5) which contained one contracted and poorly preserved skeleton with no other 

items. Three pottery items were found at the 'entrance' of the horseshoe-shaped pit (so at the 

'open' end of the horseshoe'): a double cup, a cup and a strainer. The cist contained four skulls 

and some other bone fragments. EH pottery collected from the fill of the mound suggested to 

the excavator that, like I7: Voidhokiiiä, this mound was heaped up of the detritus of (much) 

earlier settlement. 

Yorgopoü/ou mound 

'Gists'. 

'Stone pile' 

Nothing was found in this mound, although it would appear that excavations were not 

extensive. 

Tholos 1 

Finds from the tomb were scanty, and no contextual Information of any sort Is provided. 
Marinätos mentions a group of LHII pottery in the northern part of the chamber, and another 
(LHIII) in the southern part. Smallfinds included gold leaf, gold beads, a bronze pin and stone 

arrowheads. There was also a large bronze vessel ('frying pan') associated with human bones 

and a corroded silver vessel. Ldlos lists three cups and an askos from this tomb, but without 

context. 

Recent excavations in the niche in the chamber uncovered some metal items: these comprised a 

type-A sword, a strange helmet or crown with crossed bands, a bronze cup, and small fragments 

of gold and silver. No bones were found with these items. 
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Six burials thought to be late Roman or early christian In date were found in and around the 

dromos. 

Tholos 2 

Directly above the tholos Marinätos found the skeleton of a calf in association with hellenistic 

and Mycenaean palace style sherds; but no other indication Is given of hellenistic Interference 

within the tomb itself. There Is virtually no information on the content of the fill above the 
floor. A few finds were made in the dromos: a bronze double axe and several pots, including at 
least two and perhaps up to four oval-mouthed amphorae, and six Vafiö cups. The pottery 

came mainly from the area of the entrance, probably in the dromos but right in front of the 
facade. Later pottery clearly brought from inside the tomb (several sherds were found to join 

with items recovered inside the tomb) was found at a high level, at the top of the (otherwise 

undescribed) blocking wall; perhaps the amphorae and cups were used in toasting ceremonies, 

while the rest of the pottery was removed from contexts Inside the chamber and partly 
deposited at the level of the top of the blocking wall. At this level a fragment of a gold band 

was also found. 

No finds are noted from the 'bench', and so from the first period of use of the tomb, but other 

contexts from the second period of use seem to have been relatively untouched. Near the 

centre of the chamber lay the remains of an adult male (Al . 27.19-20), extended but perhaps 
lying on his right side. Items associated with the burial were found to his right, save a strange 
two-pronged hook. The Items piled up on his right side had been damaged by the collapse of 

the roof. They Include ten swords and daggers, a spear head, an ivory-handled mirror, a 

possible leather sword sheath, two cylinder seals, twelve other beads and twelve pottery Items. 

These last are not described, and the published photograph of the burial reveals little, save 

sherds and what appear to be two conical cups near the feet. Some at least of the illustrated 

LHIIA or LMIB vessels must have come from this burial. 

Pit 1 (Al. 27.18), at the back of the chamber, was covered with stones. It contained the 

articulated skeleton of a female about 15 years old. The only finds listed are the beads from a 

necklace around her neck and a 'glass bead seal on the right arm' or 'a glass prism imitating 

amethyst ... by her right arm'. Parts of an alabastron were also found In this pit. There were no 

other finds and no indication is given of previous burials in the pit, although the description may 
be incomplete, given the discrepancies between published texts and drawings noted under 
architecture above. 
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On top of pit 2, set upside down on the covering slabs, was a palace style amphora. The pit 

contained one partly articulated burial (the upper half of a supine skeleton) and at a lower level 

the disarticulated remains of three or four other persons. The following material was associated 

with the half skeleton: on the platform (the raised area in the southwest part of the pit), at the 

skeleton's left hand, an inlaid dagger with nautili, and thirteen gold buttons, which the excavator 

related to the dagger's belt (A1.27.21, A1.27.16). Also near the left hand, but probably 

not on the platform (because not present in A1.27.21) were a mirror and a bronze dagger 

with gold decoration and gold rivets nearby. The second inlaid dagger, with cats, was found at 

the right shoulder, possibly laid between arm and trunk during the inhumation (A1.27.23). 

The dead wore an amber necklace, and amber beads were probably associated with one of the 

other skulls. Other finds from the pit not associated with the upper corpse include two silver 

vessels (A1.27.22 left), gold leaf, a gold spoon, beads of gold and other material, gold ring, 

ivory, a spear, a tripod, a 'flesh hook', gold and silver pin with amethyst head. 

Two ivory pyxides and an Ivory comb were found near the door of the tomb. Other objects 
known to have been recovered on the floor Include further palace style jars and 'other great 

vases', 'sunk before and nearby the entrance' (Konres). Five alabastra are known to have been 

found on the floor. Arrowheads were found at several points on the floor, including In the 

stomion. Finally, In the triangular area between the two pits, a 'table of offerings' was found. It 

was painted red and bore the representation of an octopus. 

Chronology: the mounds are middle helladic constructions' but no further precision Is 

possible. It is unclear whether any form of use continued In the early Mycenaean period. 
Without any detail or context Howell (1992,76) affirms that MHII pottery Is present In the 

tumuli of Roütsi: presumably it Is to the three pots placed at the 'entrance' to the horseshoe- 

shaped pit that he refers. 

Both tholos tombs were built In LHI at the latest, and may possibly have been built as early as 
MHIII. Tholos 2, In particular, betrays evidence of two clear phases of use, the later of which 

may have begun In LHI. Early pottery was mainly found In the area of the facade, but was also 
known from inside the chamber, while Korres contends that some of the gold finds In pit 2 are 
MH in date. Four Items from tholos 1 are also datable to LHI. Weaponry (type-A swords from 
both tombs), and the gold Inlaid daggers, generally very comparable to shaft grave examples, 

' It Is possible that the 'stone pile' Is not anthropogenic and should not be listed with the other two 
mounds. 
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further attest to an early date. Most datable finds from tomb 2, however, are LHIIA/LMIB in 

date. Both tombs seem to have continued to be used until LHIIIA, although in the case of tomb 

2 the evidence for this Is unclear, and In view of the architectural evidence for the swift collapse 

of the tomb, and the fact that much pottery was smashed in this collapse (and hence had not 

been covered by a deposit of earth by that time), and given the largely undisturbed condition of 

the extended grave on the floor, I would suggest that later use of tomb 2 would have been 

extremely restricted in scope. 

Comments: given that the 'cenotaph' or horseshoe-shaped pit of the Kaloyeropoülou mound 

was found empty, but that the three pots were found near the 'entrance' (the short straight 

side), there Is a strong hint of ritual activity, perhaps similar to the remains from In front of the 
horseshoe-shaped construction In the centre of the 14: Ayos lo3nnis Papoülia mound. 

However the floor of tholos 2 came to be in the state In which it was finally abandoned, the 

architecture would have acted on the visitor in a particular manner. On entering, rather than 

having to negotiate the relatively flat space of other tombs (albeit perhaps completely occupied 

with the remains of previous activities), one would be led to the centre and facing the area of 

the extended burial, which In effect would be a platform. To the right would be the higher 

space of the 'bench', while to the left, at a lower level but still above the level on which one was 

standing, would be the covering slabs of pit 2. Hence, unlike other tombs, where the floor was 

a space continually open to reworking, the floor of thoios 2 was highly regionalised, with 
different areas clearly marked as such by their architecture. 
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AI Z1.2. Kouui: Kaloycropoulou mound. Cow al ci. st strut tute. Scale: 2m. 
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A 1.21.3. Roütsi: Kaloyeropoülou mound. Central cist structure from side. Scale: 2m. 
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A1.27.4. RoOtsi: Kiloyeropoulou mount. Pithos nuinht'i two, sIicýwint; nuoil i wppottcJ by (1tyStunk' 
construction, and base to rear. After Kotres 1996. 
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A 1.27.5. Roütsi: 
Kaloyeropoülou 
mound. Pithos 
number two from 
above. After 
Petrakos 1989, 
plate 28. 

A 1.27.6. Roütsi: 
Kaloyeropoülou 
mound. Possibly the 
cist excavated by 
Marinätos. Scale: 2m. 
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A 1.27.7. Roütsi: Kaloyeropoülou 

mound. Possibly the cist excavated by 
Marin3tos. Scale: 2m. 

A1 . 
27.8. Roütsi: Kaloyeropoülou 

mound. Pithos installation from rear, 
showing drystone walling originally 
around pithos mouth and closing slabs. 
Scale: 2m. 

A 1.27.9. Roütsi: Kaloyeropoülou 
mound. Pithos installation from side, 
showing drystone walling and closing 
slabs. Scale: 2m. 
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A 1.27.10. Roütsi: tholos tomb 1. Plan and section. After Marin3tos 1957c, figure 3. 

A 1.27.1 1. RoCiüi: 
tholos tomb 1. 
Right side of 
stomion from within 
chamber. After 
Korres 19773, 

plate 14 I ý. 
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A 1.27.12. Roütsi: 
tholos tomb 1. 
Interior of chamber. 
After KorrEs 1977a, 
plate 14 1 a. 

A 1.27.13. Roütsi: tholos tomb 1. Above 
left: blocked stomion from chamber. Above 
right: dromos and blocked stomion. 
Christian burial to right of dromos. After 
MarinStos 1957c, figures 7 81 9. 

A1 
. 
27.14. Roütsi: tholos tomb I. Entrance 

from chamber. 
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A 1.27.15. Roütsi: tholos tomb 2. Plan and section. After Marin3tos 1957b, 98. 
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Al 
. 
27.16. Routsi: tholos tomb 2. Inlaid dagger with nautili from pit 2. Alter Marinatos 1957c, tigure 

14. 
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and deepened area in front of entrance. Bottom: Chamber, stomion and deepened area in front of 
entrance. On the left, 'bench' of undug earth; in front of the deepened area, furrows. After Marin3tos 
1957a plate 52ß, 1957c figure 6, & 1957b plate Villa. 
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Villb. 

7.20. Roütsi: 
tomb 2. Detail 
ial in centre of 
After Marinätos 
c, figure 10. 
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L Roütsi: 
ib 2. Burial 
'fter 
1956, 

1.27.19. Roütsi: 

olos tomb 2. Burial 

centre of floor, 

iris to right of 
eleton, and cover 
ihs of pit I (in right 
picture). After 

larinitos 1957b, 



A 1.27.2 1. Roütsi: 
tholos tomb 2. Pit 
2: nautilus dagger 
and gold buttons at 
right hand of upper 
skeleton. After 
Marin3tos 1957c, 
figure 11. 

A 1.27.22. Roütsi: tholos tomb 2. Left: silver Vaflö cup, found in pit 2; atzt i Ux, i5 1977, figure 201. 
Right: palace style jar; after Anonymous 1957, figure 4. 
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AI . 
27.23. Roütsi: tholos tomb 2. Inlaid dlaggci with hunting c. its, Iound with uppri buriJI in pit 2. After 

Marin3tos 1957c, figure 15. 



Kanalos 28 
1: 200,000 map reference: -2^6'30"e 37.3'15"n Messinfa. 

Description: two middle helladic burial mounds. 

Directions: I have been unable to locate this site. 

References: Alcock, Bennet & Davis (1996); Papakonstandinou (1 982a); McDonald & Hope 
Simpson (1961,236-237); Hope Simpson 8z Dickinson (1979,134). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: no information. 

Architecture: McDonald 8t Hope Simpson describe the K3nalos mound as 9m in diameter and 
4m high. Different layers were visible in the section. Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson suggest the 

mound might cover a tholos. In 1982 a mound (apparently a different one) was destroyed 
(Papakonstandinou 1982) and large slabs were observed. No further details are available. 

Finds: bones and MH-LH pottery were observed at the destroyed mound. 

Chronology: MH-LH. 

Comments: the destroyed mound is reasonably certainly a prehistoric burial mound. 
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Valta Kastraki 
1: 200,000 map reference: the village is -2.5'40"e 37^6'15"n Messinfa. 

Description: a middle helladic burial mound and a later Mycenaean burial site. 

Directions: unknown. 

29 

References: Alcock, Bennet st Davis (1996); McDonald at Hope Simpson (1969,145-146); 
Hope Simpson ax Dickinson (1979,147). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: the habitation site itself is formed of the saddle between two small hills. There doesn't 

seem to be an artificial element to these hills as McDonald 8t Hope-Simpson hint. No sign of a 
burial mound was located, although some areas were almost inaccessible In dense shrub. 

Architecture: the suggested MH burial mound is not described by McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 

and could not be located in the 1994 intensive Pylos Regional Archaeological Project survey (of 

which I was a part). The damaged tomb noted by McDonald Bt Hope Simpson was also noted 
by PRAP. It consists of a stone arc visible in section. It does not seem regular enough to be a 
tholos tomb, and lack of stone nearby should confirm this. The three burials might rest under a 

small stone-capped mound. 

Finds: the destroyed tomb had bone eroding out of the section in three discrete areas, almost 

certainly representing three distinct burials. In addition, sherds were collected from two of the 

three burials; these seemed to be from the same vessels described by McDonald 8t Hope 
Simpson. The burial to the right seemed to be among the arc of stones. 

McDonald st Hope-Simpson noted pathos fragments from their supposed MH mound, and 
another possible pithos burial at another point. 

Chronology: MH for the mound; LHIIIAI for the destroyed burial. 
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Comments: the destroyed mound reported by McDonald 8t Hope-Simpson Is certainly the 
damaged mound or tholos located by PRAP. The MH mound reported by McDonald ez Hope 

Simpson may well simply have been a natural feature exhibiting sherds from the settlement. 
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Nihoria and surroundings 30 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1 °48'40"e 37^0'20"n Messinfa. 

Description: small tholos tombs In the vicinity of settlement, MH-LHIII and later. 

Directions: travelling from Kalam3ta to Pilos, after Riz6milo the road climbs steeply up the side 

of the Nih6rla ridge. Once on top, take the turning signposted to Karpof6ra. A little down this 

road a country road to the left leads to the site (and may be signposted). Most of the tombs are 

no longer visible. 

References: 'little circle': Shay, McDonald ez Dickinson (1992); prehistoric cemetery: 
Horemis (1973), Parlamä (1972,1976); unexcavated sites: Lukermann ez Moody (1978, 

108-112); McDonald & Hope Simpson (1961,248-249; 1964,234; 1969,156); Hope 

Simpson 8t Dickinson (1979,152-153). 

Publication: short final except the 'little circle' - detailed final. 

Excavation: the 'little circle' was excavated as part of the excavation of the larger LHIIIA2 

tholos tomb of Nihdria by a University of Minnesota team In the early 1970s. The other tombs 

were excavated by Horemis In 1967 and 1969, and Panama In 1971. Further Identified tombs 

are unexcavated. 

Setting: Nihorla is located on a ridge above the coastal plain 2km inland from the 

northwestern arc of the Gulf of Messinfa (Al . 30.1). The setting consists of promontories and 

steep ravines exploited by the settlement area. A full description is given by Lukermann and 
Moody (1978,78-79). 

The tombs are set to the west of the settlement site of Nihdria at several points. The `little 

circle' and the LHIIIA2 tholos tomb are located at the western end of the settlement and of the 

ridge ('area 1' of the excavation), at the head of the Vathfrema, a very steep ravine 
(Al.. 70.3). The Tourkokivoura or Nikitopodlou group, 70m to the west, consists of six tombs 

set In a (probably) natural knoll (Al.. TO. 15) or short ridge; the Veves tomb is located 70m 

southeast of this. The Akönes mound is not precisely placed by should lie a very short distance 

south of this general area. 
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The Tourkokivoura area is described as a `low hill' and not as an artificial mound, and this is 

more or less confirmed by the drawing of the area (Al.. i0.15). This shows that the hill rises 

about 5m above the surrounding area. Tomb 3 seems centrally situated just to the north of the 

crown, while tombs 2,5,4, and 1 radiate around It. The hill forms a ridge running east to west 
between the 99m and 98m contours, while the crown Is elevated above 100m. Further west 

along this ridge Is situated tomb 6. In every case except for the central tomb 3, the dromos Is 

oriented downslope. Tomb 3 was probably (although this is by no means certain) retained by 

an artificial mound, whereas the others were built Into the slope. 

Other mounds noted In the Nihbria survey (Lukermann 8t Moody) were numbered 4,5, and 6 

and all located In the same general area. A chamber tomb of 'LHIIB' date was located in the 

village of Riz6milo, below the Nih6ria ridge. All of Nih6rla sites are placed on routes of 

movement by Lukermann 8z Moody. 

Architecture: 

'Little circle' 

The 'little circle' Is located to the east of the LHIIIA2 tholos tomb (Al .. 30.4) during whose 

construction its walls were partly damaged (Al.. 30.2). The floor of the building is about 2m 

above that of the tholos. It Is preserved to a height of only 1.2m, and Its maximum diameter is 

2m. Since the west part of the circle was destroyed during the building of the tholos, the tholos 

walling now forms the west blocking of the circle (Al. 30.6). The walls are 50cm thick and are 

partly dressed on the inside. 

The only evidence for roofing was a layer of fallen stones (Al. -T0.9) just above the 'mass 

burial' (described below). The thickness of this layer is not mentioned in the report. Above this 
layer the circle was filled with mixed earth and stones, perhaps from the time of the 

construction of the mound over the tholos. There Is no evidence at all of an entrance. If there 

was one, it must have been located in the western portion of circle, where it was destroyed by 

the tholos. 

The average diameter of the six eastern tholoi in 10: Gouvalärl mound A is about 2.82m, the 

smallest being 1.55m In diameter. The smallest tholos of the five In the 13: Kam! nia mound Is 

about 2.1 m In diameter. Moreover, of contemporary or earlier tholol at Nihbria, some are not 

much more than 3m In diameter (see below). Without a doubt, If one were to Interpret the 
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little circle as a tholos tomb, It would rank among the smallest; but size alone cannot determine 

that this construction was not originally tholos-like. 

There is no evidence of corbelling In the surviving walling (a slight intum to the east Is 

attributed to downslope pressure). Since the highest surviving height Is only 1.2m, this again 

cannot determine that the building was or was not a tholos. Given that there are sufficient 

numbers of small tholol In Messinfa (and elsewhere: for example, the badly known tholol of 
51. AnMpsis, or at Mikrf Toürla: Hope Simpson at Waterhouse 1961,132-135), whereas 

there are no other obvious architectural formulae Into which this construction could fit', the 
burden of proof ought to rest with those who would suggest that this is not a small tholos tomb. 

The presumed entrance of this small tholos would be to the west, completely destroyed by the 

construction of the larger tholos. This would mean an approach probably uphill to an obvious 

mound. The stomion and dromos would have been undeveloped, like the others In the vicinity. 

The floor of the tomb contained a pit 1.8m long x 0.5m wide x 0.4m deep. Outside the tomb, 

on the south side, there was a burial pit 1.8m long and 60cm wide (Al . 30.7). Some stones of 

the tholos were removed to accommodate the pit, thus suggesting that It post dates the 

construction of the tholos. 

Veves tholos 

This tomb (Al. JV. 13-14) was discovered during road construction which caused it serious 
damage. The reconstructed diameter is 5.1 m with the dromos to the southwest. The dromosz is 

2.4m long. The walls were built of small partly worked slabs, 60cm thick with greatest surviving 
height 70cm. A shallow (20cm deep) pit was noted in the centre of the chamber; other pits 

are mentioned but not located or described. 

McDonald, In his section of the report (Shay et alii 1992,226), suggests it looks like a well, and 
compares it to a mass burial In a disused well at Argos described by Kratzas (1972 - note page 200-201, 
not 220 as stated In Shay et all! page 230). There Is however, no suggestion that the Nih6rIa construction 
Is a well, so the comparison Is more to the mode of burial, for the 'mass burial' at least. 
2 As stated by the excavator; In fact it appears that the stomlon Is 2.4m long, and the dromos, If any, was 
unexcavated. 
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Nikitopodiou 2 

This tomb was only partly preserved, one angled wall apparently forming one short and one 
long side of the chamber (Al. 30.16-17). The excavator compares it to the tetragonal tholos 

tombs of Crete; but there is no evidence that the tomb was nearly so well built, nor even sign of 

stomion or dromos. It seems more likely that this is simply a very damaged canonical tholos 

tomb. The location of the tomb, built into the slope of the knoll, is similar to tombs 4 and 5, 

which certainly are tholos tombs. The excavator hints that the fill contained numerous stones 
fallen from above. The walls are 45cm thick and survive to 60cm height; the diameter of the 

tomb may have been as much as 4m. 

Nikitopoüiou 3 

This tholos had a diameter of 3.4m, with walls 0.5m thick and surviving to a height of 0.8m 

(Al.. 30.18-21). The stomion located to the west is 1.5m long and 0.9m wide; the dromos Is 

undeveloped. The stomion had been blocked and to the north of It the tholos wall had been 

opened with a rectangular cutting. A peribolos, at a height 0.8m above the foundation of the 

tholos, and consisting of only one row of stones, had an apparent diameter of 7m. 40cm below 

the level of the foundations was the top of a cist, covered with slabs (Al.. T0.22). The cist was 

about 1.6m long, 60cm wide, and 80cm deep (below Its covering slabs); It appears to have 

been built of the same flat stones as the tholos. 

Nikitopodiou 4 

This tholos (Al . 30.24, Al . 30.26) was 3.4m In diameter, Its walls surviving for two thirds of 

their length to a height 10cm to 80cm and a thickness of 50cm. The entrance was presumably 
located In the damaged south side. In the west central section was a pit, covered by slabs, about 
1.4m long and about 70cm wide, as It appears on the plan. 

Nikitopoü/ou 5 

About half of the chamber of this tholos survived, the stomion and dromos missing. The 

diameter is 5.2m, surviving to 80cm In height (Al. 30.29). 
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Nikitopoü/ou 6 

The tholos (Al . 30.31-32) Is situated about 20m from the main group. The chamber Is 3m In 
diameter and Its stomion is 1.6m long, with undeveloped dromos. The walls survive to 0.9m 
height in places. A wall, 4.8m long, lies to the east of the tomb. The surviving section appears 

straight and so Is unlikely to be the remnant of a peribolos. The slab paving of the west side of 
the chamber is reminiscent of similar features in protogeometric tombs In the Immediate 

vicinity, and so Is likely to be a late addition. The south section of the chamber Is taken up with 
a pit, 1.51 m long, up to 55cm wide, and 35cm deep. 

Akönes 

A artificial mound 3m in height and of unreported diameter contained three large apsidal 

structures and a cist tomb (Al. 30.33-34). Apsidal structure I (Al.. 30.35) was about 3.8m 

long by about 2m wide, with apse to the east (most likely to the centre of the mound). It is 

made of small slabs and varying stone types, and survived to a height of 1.45m. An entrance 

on the short west side' was blocked. The roof was of large slabs and the walls may well have 

been partly corbelled, although this is not clear. 

Apsidal structure 3 (Al.. 10.37) was similar in shape and size to tomb 1, maximum dimensions 

being 3.1 mx 2m. In between these two structures was a small cist tomb (tomb 2,1.35m x 
0.55m) with a slab floor (A1.. 70.36). The other feature, a third apsidal structure (that is, 

presumably, apsidal structure 4), should have been about 2.5m in internal width and at least 

the same in internal length. 

Unexcavated sites 

Two mounds and a possible tholos are mentioned In the Nihdrla survey (sites 4,5 8& 6); it Is 

unclear which of these might correspond to excavated sites published later (site 4 may well be 

the Akbnes site described above). Site 5 Is a 'mound of compacted red sand', while site 6 Is the 

remains of a tholos tomb. The chamber tomb (site 13) Is not described. 

3 The excavation report places the entrance on the 'south' side, but the blocking of small stones was said 
to be between two larger stones acting as parastades. This description fits the situation Illustrated on the 
west side In Al. -T0.33 and Al. -T0.35; the apparent opening In the apse In the southeast area Is not 
blocked, and Is described In the text as the result of later Intrusion. 
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Finds: 

'Little circle' 

At the bottom of the pit in the floor was a single extended inhumation (apparently of an adult 
female; A1.. ä0.10 left), and above her the disarticulated bones of at least 10 individuals: three 

adult males, three adult females, one adult of indeterminate sex, and three children. There is no 

certainty that this pit represents the initial area of interment, since it might well be a secondary 

construction. The bones (save those of the articulated skeleton) might have been deposited 

after a period elsewhere on the floor of the tomb. The only certainty is that the first burial in 

the pit was a single articulate inhumation. It may be that the other bones were then immediately 

gathered and piled on top of the inhumation, or it may be that the disposition of the material in 

the pit was the result of a number of depositional episodes, as postulated by the excavator. 

One complete squat jug was found at the lower left leg of the intact skeleton in the pit, while 
fragments of a Vafib cup and a conical cup were found elsewhere in the pit and outside it. 

Aside from the pit, the floor of the tomb held various other groups of interments. Below the 
'mass burial' and perhaps part of It were the disarticulated remains of four children; on the floor 

at the south was an extended female adult without skull (Al.. 30.10 right); and at least eight 

other Individuals (two children, five adult males and one adult of Indeterminate sex) were 
dispersed In the south and east parts of the circle (AI.. TO. 11). Some of these bones showed 

obvious signs of post-articulate rearrangements, where skull and long bones were deliberately 

positioned. Most of the interments were represented by only parts of their skeletons, and the 

numbers of Individuals are minimum numbers. 

The only stratigraphic evidence within the layers of burials seems to separate the interments of 
the 'mass burial' from those below. Those in the pit obviously were at a lower level than the 
floor of the tomb. Above the 'mass burial' was the layer of apparently fallen stones. 

The 'mass burial' itself consists of at least eight interments (A1.. TO. 8, A1.. i0.12): two 

children, five adult females, and one adult male. The interments are not arranged in any 

obvious manner, but rather the disposition appears to be the result of a single episode in which 

the bodies were dumped fairly unceremoniously into the tomb. The lowest burial is that of the 

adult male (Al. 30.12 right), who was lying on his back with his legs contracted, his left arm 

curled around a large stone, his right perpendicular to his trunk, and his head at an angle. While 
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this is neither an extended nor a contracted burial, It clearly also does not represent post- 
depositional rearrangement. The parts of the body that are missing also do not appear to be 

explicable through later deliberate disarticuiation. The other burials were dumped on top of the 

adult male at the same time. All are In a similar state of being apparently randomly positioned. 

The composite picture of this burial (Al. 30.12 left) shows that all of the bodies lie in the 

west-central part of the tomb. No member of the burial reaches the east side. If we accept the 

suggestion that the dead were thrown in from above in a single episode (Shay et all! 1992, 

219,228) then the dead were probably flung in each from the same point above by the same 

person casually aiming in the same direction. The detail that some of the dead were lying face 

down with their arms in front of them confirms this suggestion. Examination of the bones 

apparently did not suggest that the dead were victims of accident or violent death; neither did it 

suggest any particular disease as the cause of death, although that is the favoured explanation of 
the pathologist (there is no published reference). Three of the dead had their hands close 
together, providing the merest hint that they might have been bound. 

The fact that the dead are all piled to the west does leave a suspicion that they might not have 

been thrown in from above. Given the position adopted here that some sort of entrance existed 
to the west and that the tomb was roofed, it ought to at least be considered whether the dead 

were pushed inside through an entrance. The sort of manhandling clearly indicated by the 

remains would perhaps be consistent with this explanation, and their concentration at the west 

would then be explained by the fact that they were simply pushed into the tomb with little 

concern for where they would be deposited, hence piling up near the entrance. 

The final detail is the layer of stones above the dead. It seems clear that either the roof was 

removed, or partly removed, and the dead thrown in from above, followed by the stones of the 

roof; or else the roof collapsed, or was made to collapse, some time very soon after deposition 

through a western entrance. Much of the noted compacting of the remains and fragmentation 

of the bones must be due to the impact of this layer of stones. Either way, assuming this layer 

of stones is the remains of the roofing, there is here a sense of closure almost always lacking 

from Mycenaean tombs: the mass burial was to be the final interment in a tomb which was not 
to be entered again. Its time as a place where people could enter and interact with the remains, 
which had clearly gone on in the previous period, had come to an end. 

Aside from the sherds associated with the pit, the tomb contained only small sherds regarded as 
intrusive. 
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The burial pit outside the tomb (Al.. 70.7) contained a single supine skeleton of a young adult 
female. No artefacts were associated with the skeleton, although the fill of the pit contained 
sherds regarded as intrusive. One sherd, from an LHI goblet, is suggested by the excavators to 

have come from an artefact previously deposited In the 'little circle', although this is 

supposition. 

VEves tholos 

The remains of at least six Individuals were present In the tomb; these were located at six 
discrete points around the periphery and were presumably disarticulated. 45 complete pots 

were reconstructed from sherds, and the excavator noted that sherds from the central pit would 

often join with those from elsewhere in the chamber. Sealstones, small gold finds, seventeen 

steatite spindles, a bronze disc and a lead object were among other items noted In the chamber 
(contextual information is not available). 

Nikitopoülou 2 

The disarticulated remains of four Individuals were found heaped up and toward the edge of the 

chamber (At .. 10.16), lying underneath a layer of fallen stones. Artefacts were found with 

some of the bones. The absolute number of finds recorded Is very small, amounting to three 

pottery items, three bronze items and two steatite spindles; these finds are dated outwith the 

period of study of this thesis. 

Nikitopoülou 3 

Two 'layers' were noted in the tomb. The first, at the foundation level (Al . 30.18), had three 
bone groupings, at the wall roughly left, right and opposite the entrance, along with scant 

ceramic, and bronze remains. 40cm lower further heaps of bones were found representing at 
least six individuals (Al.. 70.20), along with various ceramic and small finds. Two further heaps 

of bones were found on or among the slabs of the pit (Al.. TO. 19, Al. 30.22), while within 
the pit at a depth of 30cm there were two skulls, and at a depth of 80cm an extended skeleton 

with the head to the west (Al.. 30.20, Al. -i0.23). More disarticulated bones were found 

above the skull. No other finds were made In the pit. The stratlgraphic evidence Is limited, and 
cannot be used to date different phases of tomb use. A minimum of 15 persons Is indicated for 

this tomb. 
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Nikitopoülou 4 

There were three groups of remains on the floor of the tomb, gathered near the wall 
(Al. JO. 26). At the southeast, three skulls and associated bones were gathered with two cups 

and a jug; at the west two broken skulls and associated bones were gathered with a cup 
(Al. 30.27); at the north one skull and bones was associated with an alabastron, a jar and part 

of a jug (Al. 30.28). In the pit, immediately under the covering slabs, was a thick layer of 

sherds, whole pots, bones and a bronze pin (Al. 30.25). Cups, jugs and jars were among the 

shapes represented. Elsewhere in the tomb a ewer was found outside the pit near the centre, 

and a clay spindle, bronze ring, four flint arrowheads and twelve beads are also noted. 

Nikitopoülou 5 

No bones were found in the tomb, and very few finds were noted save for a single findspot 

against the wall to the northwest, at which point a small hoard was recovered (Al.. T0.30). It 

contained 27 sard beads and one sard scarab, an amethyst bead, six disk rosettes and parts of a 

seventh, two faience and sixteen silver beads like spindles, a silver double axe, and other silver 
fragments from jewellery. 

Nikitopoülou 6 

The only human remains were those of a single individual, extended in the pit in the south of 
the chamber (Al .. 30.31). Finds all post-date the period of study for this thesis, and so 
description is omitted. 

Akönes 

Tomb 1 contained four heaps of bones associated with both Mycenaean and later material, and 

one extended burial, with which were two knives and seven sard and rock crystal beads. In 

tomb 3 one supine skeleton was noted on the west side associated with a cup and a small vessel 
of closed shape; elsewhere a tweezers was found. The cast tomb contained only a few bones, 

and finds are not reported from the third apsidal structure. 
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Unexcavated sites 

From site 5, stone, pottery and bones are apparently present in the section; from site 6, 'much 

pottery and skeletal material'; nothing recorded from site 13. 

Chronology: the chronology of the 'little circle' Is determined only by the scant pottery finds 

within and its physical relationship to the LHIII tholos below. The west part of the tomb had 

been destroyed by the construction of the tholos walling, which in turn became the west 
blocking of the little circle. The date of the larger tholos as determined by its excavators (Wilkie 

8t Dickinson 1992,246-247) Is LHIIIA2-LHIIIB2. The possibility that its construction might 
be earlier should however be borne in mind. Of the material in pit four, for example, little 

could be closely dated, but six sealstones were noted as being probably LHII. Elsewhere, early 

material Is regarded as being Intrusive (the area had been occupied since MH times, so stray 

sherd material can be expected). It is at least possible that the larger tholos was built before 

LHIIIA2, but there is little positive evidence for such a hypothesis. In any case, the damage to 

the west section of the 'little circle' must date to LHIIIA2 at the latest. 

Identifiable pottery In the 'little circle' Is noted as dating MHII-LHII (Dickinson In Shay et all! 
1992,224), but this is mostly regarded as intrusive. One early (LHI) piece (P3000) was 
found outside the monument, In the grave pit at the south wall. The date of this burial Is not 
determined, and the LHI goblet fragment may have been Introduced from elsewhere by 

accident or design. The fragments and squat jug from the pit are all LHIIA In date, and on the 

scant evidence available It would seem that the construction, use and abandonment of the tomb 

should all have occurred within LHIIA. 

The Veves tholos contained pottery ranging In date from LHI to LHIIIB. Most of the pottery 
falls In the LHI-II date range, and there can be little doubt that the tomb was constructed and 
first used in LHI. 

Of the six tombs excavated in the Nikitopoülou group, number one Is excluded on the ground 

of being post-LHII in date, both from its architecture and its finds. Number two is likely to have 

been a tholos tomb, although it is badly damaged; its finds are all LHIII in date, but it may be 

reasonable to assume that it was built at the same time as the others. Finds In number three are 

similarly mostly LHIII in date. The finds In tomb four are of MHIII or MHIII-LHI date, with the 

exception of the finds with the northern group of material which Is uniformly dated LHIIIA2, 

and the ewer In the middle of the floor, dated LHIIIA1. The finds from tomb five are all 
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MHIII-LHI in date, although they obviously only come from a single context. Finds In tomb six 
range from LHIII through protogeometric; the laying of the slab floor may well have coincided 
with a clearing out of the tomb during which earlier evidence was lost. 

In general, and leaving aside Nikitopoülou 1, the chronology of these tombs Is obscured by the 

condition In which they were excavated. In terms of early dating, tomb 4 Is the best example. 
The preserved evidence seems clearly to indicate use In the MHIII-LHI period followed by a 

period of reuse In LHIIIA, a pattern matched at architecturally similar sites such as 13: Kaminia 

and 10: Gouva1Jr1. Tomb 5 also contains early material, but its context Is such that It might 

represent a later instance of redeposition. The other tombs do not preserve convincing evidence 

of an early date in their finds. In the homogeneity of their architecture and the clear unity of 

purpose In the location around the crown of the Tourkokivoura knoll, however, It seems likely 

that the construction dates for these tombs should all be In the MHIII-LHI period'. Given the 
heavy occupation of the adjacent settlement site throughout the middle and late bronze age, 

and in later periods, it should not be surprising that these tombs again and again attracted the 

attentions of those living In proximity to them. 

The middle helladic sherds found in the matrix of the Akbnes mound make it likely that It was 

constructed In an area previously site of MH settlement. Finds in apsidal structure 1 Include 

apparently early knives, while pottery in apsidal structure 3 Is of LHI date. The mound had 

been heavily Interfered with in post-Mycenaean times, obscuring the evidence for sequence of 

use. 

The Nihdrla survey sites are generally dated MH-LH, save the chamber tomb dated LHIIB. 

Comments: the unusual apsidal form of the burial structures in the Akbnes mound suggests a 

more or less conscious Imitation of the MH apsidal house form; other horseshoe-shaped 

constructions are known (most obviously from 14: Ayos loännis Papoülia) and the arrangement 

of the structures, with the open ends apparently placed to the outside, apses to the centre, is 

reminiscent of the `spoked' arrangement of pithol in mounds at 14: Ayos loännis Papou/ia and 
17: Vo7dhokiliä. These observations would support the early date for the structure, perhaps even 

suggest that it should predate LHI. 

Perhaps given its separation from the others In the group tomb six might be a later construction. 
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Tombs In the area not otherwise recorded here date to the late Mycenaean or protogeometric 

periods; these, all excavated by Horemis, are the Tsagdf group (each horseshoe-shaped graves 

with slab floor, less than 2m in length, dating LHIIIC to protogeometric) 100m northwest of 

the Nikitopoülou group, the Lambropoülou tomb (tholos form, but apparently (? ) roofed with 

slabs; slab floor, dating LHIIIB to protogeometric) about 600m northeast of the Nikitopotilou 

group, and the tomb found in Rlz6milo village (unknown form, LHIIIA to protogeometric). 

From these brief details it emerges that the tombs with slab-lined floors are a late feature. 
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A1.30.1. Sketch of area surrounding Nihdria. After Horemis 1973, figure 1. 
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A 1.30.2. Nihöria: UMME tholos and 'little circle': plan and section. After McDonald 81 Wilkie 1992, 
figure 4-2. 
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A 1.30.6. Nihdria: walling of 
little circle (A) broken by 
walling of UMME tholos (B). 
After McDonald & Wilkie 
1992, plate 4-3. 

A1 
. 
30.7. Nihdria: little 

circle. Burial outside and 
post-dating structure. After 
McDonald a Wilke 1992, 

plate 4-15. 
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Al. 30.5. Nihdria: little circle from above. UMME tholos will to light. 



A 1.30.9. Nihöria: little circle. Mass of stones fallen from above, above burial layers. After McDonald 8i 
Wilkie 1992, plate 4-2. 
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A 1.30.13. Nihbria: plan of Veves tholos tomb. After Horemis 1973, figure 13. 
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A1 . 30.14. Nihöria: Veves tholos tomb. Chamber and stomion. After Horemis iv/S, jji. u, Lup. 
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A1.30.15. Nihöria: plan of Tourkokivoura tombs. After Horemis 1973, figure 2. 
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A 1.30.16. Nihöria: 
Nikitopoülou tomb 2. Plan: 
after Horýmis 1973, figure 
3. 

A1 . 
30.17 Nihöria: 

Nikitopoülou tomb 2. After 
Horemis 1973, plate 6a. 
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A 1.30.18 Nihdria: plan of 
Nikitopoülou tomb 3 and 
burial layer at foundation 
level. After Horemis 1973, 
figure 5. 
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A 1.30.19. Nihdria: 
Nikitopoülou tholos 
tomb 3. Plan of 
tholos and peribolos, 
covered cist and 
associated burials. 
After Horemis 1973, 
figure 7. 

A1 . 30.20. Nihöria: 
Nikitopoülou tholos 
tomb 3. Plan and 
section of tholos and 
peribolos, and burial 
layer below 
foundation level. 
After Horemis 1973, 
figure 6. 

575 

. ý-_-., -ý. --R, ', ' 



A 1.30.21. Nihdria: 
Nikitopoülou tholos 
tomb 3. Chamber and 
entrance. After 
Horemis 1973, plate 
87. 

A 1.30.22. Nihöria: 
Nikitopoülou tholos 
tomb 3. Cist before 
excavation, showing 
collected material on 
top. After Horemis 
1973, plate 86. 
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A 1.30.23. Nihoi ia: Nikitopoülou tholos Loni) S. 
plates 9a 8t 9ß. 

during eXt dn, Iuun. (-oniposite of Hoieniis I973, 
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A 1.30.24. Nihdria: Nikitopoülou tholos tomb 4. Covering slabs of pit in centre. After Horemis 1973, 
plate I 16. 

A]. 30.25. Nihöria: Nikiiupuuiou t11oit� Lomb 4. LOntuntui pit. Alter Huicniis I9/3, plate 1 2a. 



A 1.30.26. Nihöria: 
NikitopouIou tholos 
tomb 4. Plan, after 
Horemis 1973, 
figure 9. 
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A1 . 30.27. Nihdria: 
Nikitopoülou tholos 
tomb 4. Collected 
bones and artefacts 
in west section of 
chamber. After 
Horemis 1973, 
plate Ily. 

A 1.30.28. Nihdria: 
Nikitopoülou tholos 
tomb 4. Collected 
bones and artefacts 
in north section of 
chamber. After 
Horemis 1973, 
plate 11P. 
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A1 . 
30.30. Nihöria: Nikitopoülou tholos tomb 5. Finds fron the chamber. Top left: gold foil rosettes. 

Top right: amethyst and sard necklace. Bottom left: silver beads. Bottom right: silver miniature double axe. 
After Horemis 1973, plates 78,7e, 70 81 7y. 

579 

A1.30.29. Nihöria: Nikitopoülou tholos tomb 5. After Horemis 1973, plate 7a. 



A 1.30.3 1. Nihbria: 
Nikitopoülou tholos tomb 6. 
Plan, after Horemis 1973, 
figure 12. 

A 1.30.32. Nihöria: 
Nikitopoülou tholos tomb 6. 
Chamber of tomb, with 
section of (protogeometric) 
paved floor. After Horemis 
1973, plate 163. 
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A 1.30.33. 
Nihdria: 
Akdnes 

mound. 
Plan, after 
Parlam3 
1972, plan 
3. 
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A 1.30.35. Nih6ria: Akönes mound. Apsidal consuuccion I. Ahoi Im Imim 1972, plate 198ß. 
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A1.30.34. Nihdria: Akönes mound. After Parlamä 1972, plate 198a. 
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A 1.30.36. Nihöria: Akdnes mound. Central cist construction. After Pai I, m nw I Y/2, plate 2000. 
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Dhära (Främa) 31 
1: 200,000 map reference: approximately -1 °49'e 37°2'n Messinfa. 

Description: tholos tomb. 

Directions: unknown. 

References: Parlamä (1973-1974); McDonald u Hope Simpson (1964,234-235; 1969, 

156); Hope Simpson u Dickinson (1979,157). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated by the Eforfa in 1973. 

Setting: no information. 

Architecture: the chamber was 6.75m in diameter and badly destroyed by the landowner, 

surviving to 1.3m in one place. The dromos was 5.8m in length. 

Finds: 25 pots were collected. Animal bones were found in the Mycenaean layer but no 

mention of human bones. Various small finds were also collected. 

Chronology: finds dated to LHIIIA-B, but according to the excavator 'the chronology of the 

construction of the tomb In LHII is very probable because of the presence of certain 

characteristic details'. 

Comments: none. 
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A 1.3 1.2. View southwest to region of Dhära. 

584 



Paleohoria 32 
1: 200,000 map reference: approximately "1 °59'15"e 36^58'n Messinfa. 

Description: tholos tomb. 

Directions: unknown ('2km west of Koukounära': Marinätos). 

References: Marinätos (1961,174-175); Korns (1976b, 349); Ldlos (1985,166); 

McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1969,150); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson (1979,140). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: the tholos tomb was excavated in 1961 by Marinätos. 

Setting: unknown (50m north of a hill or knoll with a view of Korifäslo and the Bay of 
Navarino). 

Architecture (Al. 32.1-2): the stomion was to the south, 1.45m long (deep) and 90cm to 

1m wide. The chamber is 3.4m to 3.6m wide, greatest surviving height 50cm, width of walling 
30cm. The chamber was filled with stones, presumably from its collapse (Al. -T2.1). 

Marinätos believed that this was not a tholos tomb, the walling being too slight. Korns notes 

the presence of burials and remains on the floor (rather than In pits, casts or pithol) and the 

presence of a stomion, and suggests that these two factors make it more likely that this Is Indeed 

a destroyed tholos tomb. 

Finds: the bones were found scattered and broken singly and in groups; at least 17 individuals 

were present, as counted from crania. One group of bones at the back of the tomb, opposite 
the entrance, Included seven skulls. Few finds are mentioned, but these Include part of a 

neolithic stone axe, a steatite sealstone, a goblet, a ewer and a stirrup jar. 

Chronology: Marinätos dated the tomb late Mycenaean, Including LHIIIC. Both Korns and 
Lölos note the presence among the finds of an LHI-IIA goblet (Korres: late LHI; L6los: early 

Appendix One 32: Paleoh6ria 585 



LHIIA). The size and form of the tomb make it architecturally similar to the MHIII-LHI 

examples at Gouvaläri (site 10) and Kaminia (site 13). 

Comments: the excavation report is very brief. It would seem likely that an early tholos tomb 

was rediscovered in the LHIIIB period (when the hilltop 50m to the south was occupied) and 

reused. It is at least possible that other monuments might be present in the area. 

A1.32.1. 
Paleohdria 

, luring 
c xcavation. 
After 
Marin3tos 
1961, plate 
36ß. 

4.; ' 

A 1.32.2. 
Paleohöria, 
after 
excavation. 
After 
Marinätos 
1961, plate 
136y. 
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Milioti Ayos Iljas 33 
1: 200,000 map reference: Mil16tI Is -1 °54'5"e 37°4'20"n Messinfa. 

Description: possible middle helladic burial mound. 

Directions: I could not locate this site ('600m northwest of Milibti' - McDonald 8t Hope 
Simpson; 'c. 1 km northwest' of Mili6ti - Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson). 

References: McDonald st Hope Simpson (1961,246); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson (1979, 

137). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (non-intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: no information. 

Architecture: a mound about 17m to 20m in diameter and 4.5m high. Stone slabs were 
visible. Another mound is noted 80m distant to the north. 

Finds: pithos fragments. 

Chronology: MH. 

Comments: none. 
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Kämbos 34 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1 °30'50"e 36°56'15"n Messinfa. 

Description: very well built medium to large tholos tomb; also a probable LHI 'treasure' In the 

vicinity. 

Directions: travelling south from Kalamäta to Areöpoli, one passes through the village of 
Kämbos. The tholos is located in a low ridge which one finds just before the road begins to 

steeply climb toward the castle of Zarnäta on the south side of the village. On top of the ridge 
is a distinctive tower house (Al. 14.2). 

References: Tsoündas (1891). A summary treatment of the finds is given by Hope Simpson 

(1957,236-239). McDonald & Hope Simpson (1961,251); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson 

(1979,166). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: the tomb was excavated by Tsoündas in 1891. 

Setting: the tomb is set in a low mound or knoll. Far from being in a prominent position, it Is 

completely overshadowed by the Zarnäta hillside above. Survey has not found evidence for 

settlement elsewhere on the ridge or higher in the area of the later fort. 

Architecture: Tsoündas neglects to report the diameter of the chamber (A1.34.1), and 
Hope-Simpson's estimate of 8.5m (based on the fact that the bottom of the tomb In the 1950s 

was filled with mud, as it Is today) may be just a little high. The walls as Tsodndas found them 

stood to 3.25m, the tholos having collapsed at some point In antiquity. The masonry In both 

the chamber and the stomion is of very high quality (Al. 343), comparable with tholos 1 at 
Perlsteriä or some of the tholoi of Mycenae. Dimensions given by Tsoündas are as follows: 

stomion, height 2.65m, depth at ground level 3.09m, at lintel level 3.62m (the difference 

caused by the curve of the vault), width at ground level 1.64m, at lintel level 1.5m; lintel, 

comprising three stones, the outer 2.84m x 0.85m x 0.47m (thickness), middle, width 
1.07m, inner, width 1.75m. Tsoündas noted remains of a relieving triangle above the stomion 

on the outside. The inner lintel slab was rounded perfectly with the curve of the tholos on the 
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Inside. Stones in the stomion are generally larger than those in the chamber wall. The dromos 

was 12.85m long and 2.18m wide, and apparently lined with rough stonework and clay, 
although this feature is today no longer apparent. 

Finds: The inner disposition of the tomb is badly described, but Tsoündas suggests that most of 
the grave goods were removed from the tomb immediately after the collapse of the vault. Some 
bones are mentioned, but not described. The few finds are briefly described by Hope Simpson 
(1957,238) and are on display in the National Museum in Athens. These include two Cretan 

lead statuettes, possibly of a goddess and worshipper, and seals, beads, gold leaf, 'a bronze ear 
scoop', twenty paste ornaments, forty steatite buttons, fragments of ivory and of gold wire, 
animal teeth, and pottery fragments undescribed. 

Under this heading I also mention the Sotirianika treasure (for which see fully Hope Simpson 

1957,239-240). This consists in a number of gold objects recovered from looters in 1938. 

Although Hope Simpson managed to locate the findspot for the treasure, this seems to have 

been where it was hidden after it was looted, rather than its original provenance. The balance of 

probability would however suggest-that it came from somewhere in the vicinity. The treasure 
included three gold vessels comparable to examples from the Mycenae shaft graves (Al.. 744), 

and so it seems reasonable to suggest that we are here dealing with a very rich late middle 
helladic or early Mycenaean grave or grave complex, whose evidence is presumably lost forever. 

Chronology: the two Cretan lead statuettes 'should be dated not later than the LHII period'; 
the other finds Hope Simpson suggests are LH1II, but without any detailed analysis or 
comparanda. Since no pottery is preserved from the tomb Its date is unknown. Two sherds 
observed in the excavation dump by McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1961,251) were suggested 
to be LHII-IIIA and LHIIIA-B. The tomb cannot be dated LHIII, on architecture alone, since 
large, well built tholol of LHII and even LHI date are known In Messinfa, and Indeed six of the 

nine tholol at Mycenae are dated to LHII. A construction date within LHII seems almost certain 
for this tholos. 

The Sotirianika treasure should date to MHIII-LHI. 

Comments: none. 
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A 1.34.1. K imhos: chamber from above. 
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Peristeriä u Kokoräkou 35 
1: 200,000 map reference: approximately -2^0'e 37.17'n Messinfa. 

Description: large middle helladic burial mound; nearby early Mycenaean cemetery with at 
least five tholos tombs and several smaller graves amidst some remains of settlement. 

Directions: follow the signs east from the main Pilos to Pirgos road about tkm north of 
Kiparissia. 

References: Marin3tos (1960,206-209; 1961,169-174; 1962,90-98; 1964,91-95; 

1965,109-120); Karaybrga 1972; Korns (1976c, 469-550; 1977b, 296-354; 1978, 

130-134); Papakonstandinou (1989); for the LHI pottery, Ldlos (1985,211-212b); 

McDonald st Hope Simpson (1969,133); Hope Simpson at Dickinson (1979,167-168). 

Publication: detailed preliminary. 

Excavation: the three tholos tombs of the hill of Peristerl3, the large wall near tholol 2 8t 3, 

the mound of Kokoräkou, the East House with seven cast burials, and other test trenches were 

excavated by Marinätos In the 1960s. Korres In the latter half of the 1970s continued the 

excavations, concentrating on tholos 3 and the nearby wall, other buildings on the akropolis, 
and he discovered and excavated south tholos tomb 1, the peribolos around tholos 1, and the 

grave next to that peribolos. The fifth tholos tomb was discovered In 1989. i 

Setting: the tombs are set on two neighbouring hills high above the Soulima Valley and the 
Klparlssta River, close to the western end of the valley and the coast (Al .. 35.. 1). There Is no 
direct approach from the valley, nor are the positions of the tombs visible from below. The hill 

of Perlsterl3 Is formed of a high point to the north, whence southward the slope runs at a fairly 

steep angle (Al.. 35.. 7); to the north, however, and at the northwest and northeast points, the 
hill drops away in sheer or near-sheer drops (Al. 35.5-6). Thus the hill and the tombs face 

southward, and It Is from the south that any direct approach Is likely to be made. Beyond the 
hill to the south Is a low range of mountains, and it may be that Perlsterlä Is located at the end 
of a route from those mountains to the Soulima Valley. 
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As to the location of the monuments on the hill Itself (Al.. TS. 3), the large tholos Is located 

toward (but not at) the top of the hill, while tholol 2 81 3 are located to the south and west of 
it, at a lower and less steep area. South tholos 1 is located about 96m south of these again 
(Al .. 35.. 24). 

The mound of Kokoräkou is set on a higher hill 500m to the west of Peristeri3 which forms a 

ridge running north to south, with the mound set on or close to its highest point. There is no 
direct or easy route from Peristeriä to Kokoräkou: the modem road winds up to Kokoräkou 

from the west, skirts the top of the hill, then winds down and west to Peristeri3 before turning 

south to the mountains. 

The fifth tholos tomb is said to be located 280m along the road from the fence around the site. 

Architecture: the architecture of each of the funerary monuments will be described below in 

approximately chronological order. 

The mound of Kokoräkou 

This mound (also known as 'Koukin'kou') was between 16m and 20m In diameter, and up to 
4m high, although it was founded on a natural eminence that added to its height. It was ringed 
by a rough wall 1m to 1.3m wide and two or three courses high, the stones said to have come 
from the Kiparissia River far below (Al. 35.. 8 top left). It is unclear how much of the mound 

was excavated by Marinätos, certainly not all of It, of the structure of the mound the only detail 
is the observation that at 85cm to 90cm below the surface there was a thin burned layer, and 
below that only natural earth: so it may be possible that the top metre or so is the artificial 

element in this otherwise natural knoll. The mound was completely destroyed by the landowner 

in 1970, precluding further investigation. 

The MHILHI grave 

This grave is 2.47m (north to south) x 2.5m (east to west) in inner dimensions, and 2.75m x 
2.7m including walling, its shape sub-round or sub-rectangular (Al.. TS. 10-16). It was shallow, 
not much more than about 55cm from the top of the surviving lining stones to the floor; the 

sides were built of carefully placed flat stones, the floor was strewn with fairly large pebbles 
(Al.. 35.. 15); the whole was covered with thin slabs, which were found broken at the time of 
excavation. These slabs do not seem each to have extended from one side to another, so they 
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either lay on top of an earth fill, or directly on top of the inhumations: Korres notes that the 

slabs were found just above the burials, as if they had collapsed on top of them, and suggests 
that the slabs were supported on wooden beams. Cultivation damaged the tomb on the west 
and southwest sides, and covering slabs were absent in that area. The pebble floor was thickest 
in the centre of the tomb, where there were no burials, and thinner under the burials, suggesting 
that part of the floor would be removed to accommodate an interment. This floor was observed 
to continue under some of the lining stones so it may be that a pre-grave floor was reused, or 

more likely it was laid over the entire pit and then the walling built on top of it around the sides. 

South tholos tomb i 

This slight construction was preserved only In Its foundation levels (Al. J5.. 25-28). The 

diameter of the chamber was 5.08m, and when excavated was filled with the collapsed stones of 
the vault (Al . 35.26). The presence of a stomion and lintel all but proves that this was Indeed 

a tholos tomb, and not some sort of burial circle, but It seems that the tomb was built almost 

entirely above ground, the structure maintained only by the clay used to bind the stones In the 
interstices, some of which was recovered In the excavation. The stones of the foundation were 

rounded, presumably limestones, those higher often sandstone (so lighter). The foundation wall 
looks to have been no more than 50cm to 60cm thick and consisted of two lines of stones with 

smaller stones In the middle. Cultivation seems to have led to the removal of many of the stones 

of the vault (the remains were excavated only 10cm to 20cm below the modern ground 

surface). The stomion survived to a length of 2.38m and was originally at least 2.7m; it was 1m 

wide and perhaps part or all of the floor was a pebble layer. The lintel survived In fragments. 

Tholos tomb 3 

The diameter of tholos 3 (Al. 35.. 52-53) Is 6.9m and Its greatest surviving height at 

excavation was 2m, although much of the walling had collapsed to foundation level 

(Al.. 35.. 33-35). The construction material was the usual flat stones. The north part of the 
floor was bedrock, but In the south a layer of clay was used to correct for the natural decline of 
the bedrock. The stomion (Al. 35.. 32, Al.. 35.. 36-39) was located to the west and thus 
dromos and stomion run along the slope rather than Into it (such as tomb 2 to the east). The 

stomion was up to 3.9m In length and at the entrance to the chamber was between 1.69m and 
1.73m in width, and the walls of the stomion at the entrance survived to a height of six or 
seven courses of rough flat stones (68cm to 73cm). Careful study of the stomion stratigraphy In 

the more recent excavations showed that there was a floor level above bedrock in the original 
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construction (as is normal), with one course of stones laid as foundation below this level. This is 

significant in that it shows that the pit (described below) is secondary to the construction of the 
tomb. The dromos has not been excavated, but is thought to be unlined. 

At some point after the construction of the tholos a long (8.4m) pit was opened along the 
length of the stomion and into the chamber (Al.. 35.37, Al.. 35.. 40). The stomion was 

excavated to bedrock and then a new floor created of earth, making the pit 15cm to 20cm 

deeper than the previous floor level. In the chamber the pit was 2.8m long and 90cm wide. 
The pit was much deeper in the chamber, about 80cm deep near the entrance, rising toward 

the surface near the centre of the chamber (the last 90cm of the pit), where some stones might 
have marked the end. Remains of what seems to have been a blocking wall for the stomlon, 
founded on bedrock, were 1.26m long and 48cm broad, but no higher than the original floor 

of the stomion. 

Graves in settlement contexts 

Marinätos excavated nine small graves associated with apparently domestic structures. Two were 
located In the area to the north of tholoi 2 8t 3 and the 'circle' (the 'North House'); the other 

seven were in the 'East House', to the east of tholos tomb 1 (Al . 35.. 51). All were slab lined 

cist graves, described as children's graves. There Is no precise Information as to the location of 

these graves and their relationship to the surrounding architecture. 

Tholos tomb 2 

Tholos 2 (Al. 35.. 52-53) has a chamber (Al.. T-04) of Interior diameter 10.6m, surviving 

to 3.5m In height. Two low stone constructions on the east side of the chamber were Initially 

Interpreted as altars (Al. 35.. 56), but might rather have been concerned with supporting the 

walling on this side, which Indeed eventually collapsed under the pressure from without. The 

stomion at the chamber (Al.. TS. 58) was 2.5m wide at the bottom and 1.6m wide at the top 

and completely blocked by a wall only marginally less well constructed than that of the tholos 
Itself, which was made of the usual flat stones. A second, earlier blocking wall was detected In 

the stomion. The length of the stomion was 5.15m; at the dromos the stomion was 2.35m 

wide at the bottom, 2.15m wide at the top (Al.. 35.. 57). The dromos was 9.15m long and 
2m wide, and 3m below the surface of the ground at the stomlon. The dromos runs from south 
to north toward the tomb, and thus Is cut Into the slope, rather than along it as Is the case with 
tholos 3. There is a drain in the stomion and dromos, covered with slabs (Al. 35.. 57 left). 
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Nonetheless the tomb seems to have been regularly flooded, and deposits of mud were noted in 

the chamber. At the far end of the dromos there was a second closing wall, 1.4m thick, and the 
fill of the rest of the dromos on excavation proved to consist of disordered stones. 

Tholos tomb I 

The interior diameter at the floor of this extremely well-built tholos tomb Is 12.03m to 
12.04m (Al. 35.. 62). In places the chamber wall survived to 5m at the time of excavation, 
and its 1972 restoration (Karay6rga 1972) created an apex at 8.5m; It was probably 
somewhat higher In antiquity. The stones of the chamber are much larger than those of the 

other tholol and partly dressed to create a flat Interior appearance for the wall (Al. 35.. 65). 
They are also much more like blocks than the slabs used in the other tholoi. In section the fill of 
the chamber suggested that the eastern half of the chamber collapsed first, and the stones of the 

western half collapsed on top of those (Al.. 35.. 63); above these was an earth fill taken by 

Marinätos to be the remains of a mound above and around the tholos (on which more below). 
The floor is the conglomerate stone of the hillside. 

The stomion (Al .. 75.66-71) was 5.5m In length, and 5.1m high; at the dromos end It was 
2.2m wide at the floor and 2.33m wide at the ceiling. It Is built of large partly-dressed blocks 
(Al . 35.. 70-71), and at its facade In the dromos sawn blocks were used (Al .. 35.. 66-67), 

creating a facade much like those at the later Mycenaean tholol of Klytemnaestra and Atreus. 
These sawn blocks are not flat facing outward, but have slight recesses In the Inner halves of 
their faces; this may have related to a doorway, or to the half-columns known from Mycenaean, 

although no column bases were found. On the left side, the eighth and ninth blocks (from the 
floor) on the left sides of their faces bear 'mason's marks': on the eighth, the double-axe; on the 

ninth, a branch or arrow design (Al.. 35.. 67). Along the length of both walls of the stomion 
Marinätos detected clay or plaster that he believed had been used as a complete coating for the 

walls. The stomion was found blocked by a rough wall rising to over half Its height (2.8m) at 
the entrance (Al . 35.. 66-67, Al .. 75.69), which was repeated at the chamber end; In between 

the space was filled with earth and rubble. 20-30cm above this level a second, less carefully 
built wall was partly preserved at the facade, and above this earth filled the space to the lintel. 
The lintel (Al.. TS. 68) was formed of three massive carved stones, and there Is a possibility that 
there was a relieving triangle above the lintel. 

The dromos (Al. 35.. 64) was 28m long and 3.3m wide, and its sides were lined with rough, 
rounded stones only for a distance of 1.9m from the facade (Al . 35.. 66). 
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The tholos was built In an area previously occupied by settlement In the form of the 'East 

House'. The mound that was heaped up around the tomb Included a great deal of debris from 

this preceding phase. Marin3tos assumed that the mound covered the tholos, and that the upper 
layers of fill in the tomb originated in the collapse of the tholos and the mound above it. Korres 

however believes that the mound, although substantial, reached only to the level of the lintel of 

the tomb, and that above this level the structure of the tholos was maintained by clay in 

between the stones, and a clay coating all around the apex. A small amount of this clay was 

noted in Korns' small-scale excavations in the tomb. 

The (substantial) mound was retained by a peribolos encircling the entire structure (A1.3S. 72- 

74). This has been uncovered to a length of 55m (not even a third of its presumed total 

course) and undoubtedly originally completely surrounded the monument. Because of the slope 

and the length of the dromos, the mound and Its peribolos are not circular, but rather are 

elongated to the south, downslope (Al . 35.. 61). Very roughly, the diameter of the peribolos 

should be about 35m to 40m east to west, and 45m to 50m north to south. The wall itself is 

1.8m to 6m in thickness and made of rounded stones, save the outer facade which Is carefully 

built of flat stones, up to four or five courses high as it survives. 

The tholos under the road 

Almost nothing is known of the architecture of the tomb, as it was discovered in 1989 under 

the road constructed to the site in 1964. Part of the road was damaged thus revealing a small 

part of the tomb. One lintel block (1.45m x 90cm x 15cm)was noted. 

The 'circle' 

This enigmatic structure (Al. 35.. 32) attracted the attention of Marinätos and Korres because 

of Its size and proximity to tholos tombs 2 8T 3. Earlier suggestions that it formed a peribolos to 

pre-tholos shaft graves In the manner of the Mycenaean shaft graves, or that It was the retaining 

wall of a massive mound built to cover both tholol 2 ex 3, have been discounted. In reality two 
distinct sections of different phase are present, and the wall certainly post-dates tholos 3, as the 

excavation of the stomion of that tomb has shown clearly (the construction of the wall 
destroyed the upper section of the stomion: Al. 35.. 36-37). The construction material of the 

wall includes material originally part of tholos 3, and it Is founded at a higher level. The separate 

southern wall also post-dates tholos 2, Inasmuch as it cuts across the dromos. It seems just 

feasible that this structure (or structures) might form a peribolos around tholos 2, built after the 
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destruction of tholos 3, but Korns' research makes It more likely that In fact the walls are 
unrelated to the primary construction phase of either tomb. As post-tholos constructions they 

may not be entirely unrelated to the tombs (Korres suggests that they function to separate 

burial and settlement areas on the hill). 

Other constructions on the hill 

Both Marinätos and Korns opened numerous small and large trenches, and discovered evidence 

of occupation all over the hill, ranging from the MHIII/LHI phase represented at the East 

House, through LHIII and Into the historical period. Part of what may have been a monumental 

wall was excavated by Marinätos to the southwest. 

Finds: finds from each monument will be described below in the same order as above. 

The mound of Kokoräkou 

Marin3tos excavated the remains of a pithos burial in the northwest periphery of the mound 
(Al . 35.. 8). Only about half the pithos was undamaged. Its mouth was to the north, so toward 

the outside of the tomb; the surviving length was 1.42m. Leg bones, the bones of an arm, and 

skull fragments indicated to Marinätos the presence of a single contracted adult skeleton with 
the head toward the base of the pithos. Sherds of a second pithos were noted in the east 

periphery of the mound, and a few sherds in the middle might indicate a third, or have been 

displaced from the second, which the villagers were said to have destroyed some time before. 
Korres collected sherds from the vicinity of the destroyed mound, and speculated that at least 

three and probably more pithol had been interred in the mound. Marinstos also found joining 

sherds of a Minyan krater in the burned layer, the only non-pithos find mentioned for the 

mound. 

The MH/LHI grave 

The finds consist of a number of discrete disarticulated burials and Items associated with them, 

along with one or two other artefacts, and finds above the cover slabs associated with the 

construction of the contiguous peribolos for tholos 1 (see tholos 1 architecture above; 
Al .. 35.. 9). 
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Interments: the earliest interment was found lying along the eastern section of the north wall of 

the tomb (Al. 35.17), between 11 cm and 30cm below the pebble floor of the tomb. The 

laying of the pebble floor above had damaged the skull. The bones were disarticulated, as all the 
burials of this tomb, and occupied a space 50cm along and under the foundations of the north 

wall. The bones of at least two and perhaps more Individuals were present, although the second 
(or more) lacked a skull and other bones. Found with this interment was a goblet with one 

raised handle (Al . 35.18 left, visible in excavation photograph Al .. 35.. 17), in the middle area 

of the burial, set upright (at 701 or 75° to the floor) and containing eight gold foil circles with 

papyrus-shaped pendants and a linear tube (to allow for sewing onto costume? - Al. -7S. 18 

centre). The interment also included a type A sword that had apparently been burned 

(Al. 3 . 19). It was bent to a 90° angle, and both its point and the handle were missing. It was 

87cm long. Two rivets from the handle were found at different points in the grave. Under a 

part of a pelvic bone a chert blade, 10.1 cm long and worked along both edges, was found 

(Al.. TS. 18 right). 

The following were found on or slightly dug Into the pebble floor. In the northwest part of the 

tomb (under slab number one: A1.. 3S. 10, A1.3S. 12) were found the handle of a bronze 

Item, a bone pin 9.1 cm long, 22 gold circular discs, similar to those described above but 

without the papyrus-shaped pendant sections, thought by Korrds to have been placed In the 

grave In a small wooden box, and six gold foil bands. Next to these under slab two was found a 
'bronze lance-shaped Item". A few centimetres to the east were found three further gold discs, 

a clay spindle, a bronze 'obelisk' and a small flint along with middle helladic sherds. Close by 

was a middle helladic pot like a kantharos, again set upright In the floor, within which were 
folded four gold bands and a gold cup, two-handled and like a kantharos (Al .. 35.20-21). Two 

other MHIII pots were found close by. All of these finds were close to a group of bones (group 

I') which was not described (A1.3S. 12). 

Other bone groups were located in the southwest (group A, perhaps a single Individual - 
A1. -TS. 23), west-southwest (group B, at least four individuals - Al.. 35.. 23), east-northeast 
(group H, at least two individuals - Al.. 35.. 22), and east-southeast (group O) parts of the 

tomb, all illustrated in Al.. TS. 11. Other known groups of bones not illustrated were located 

north (group A) and northeast (group Z) in the tomb. Those on the east are said to be located 

slightly above the floor of the tomb. The general southwest area had been disturbed by 

cultivation In Its upper layers, and so the following finds may relate either to group A or B: a 

' 'xaXi oßv A, oy4ouUc, &Tti eiµevov': Korres 1976c, 488. 
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gold band, a bronze knife in 14 bits, a bronze chisel, a gold bead, five gold filings, other bits of 
bronze and silver, and potsherds. Generally in the east part of the tomb were found a gold 

sheet, a bit of bronze, a bronze handle fragment, and a bone bead. Arrowheads were found 

throughout the tomb, including in the centre, where there were no burials. 20 elements In a 
gold necklace were also scattered over the floor of the tomb, nine close to group H. 

One further interment was located above the covering slabs of the tomb. In the centre was 
Interment E, consisting of the leg bones of a single Individual lying outstretched on top of 

covering slab 12 (Al .. 35.. 13). This, unlike those within the tomb, seems to have been a single 
inhumation rather than a secondary burial, and Is associated by Korres with the creation of the 

peribolos around tholos tomb 1. In the north part of the tomb, lying on top of covering slab 3, 

there were perhaps other remains, as suggested by the published plan (Al. 35.. 10). Other 

Isolated finds are noted from above the covering slabs. 

South tholos tomb I 

The finds of south tholos 1 are not systematically described In the preliminary reports, but their 
findspots are well illustrated (Al.. 35.. 25). Three discrete extended Inhumations In the centre of 
the tomb are the latest dated (Al.. 35.. 27), found slightly deeper so perhaps dug into the floor. 

With each was a pot: with the eastern inhumation (number 39), head to the north (the other 
two to the south), was an LHIIB alabastron. The centre inhumation (number 40) was also 

associated with an alabastron (not dated or illustrated), and the west (number 14) with another 

pot (again, not dated or illustrated). In what seems to have been a separate act, above the feet 

of the east inhumation (39) were placed two pots dated LHIIIA1(? ) by Korres and LHIIB-IIIA1 

by Ldlos. This is the last observable event in the tomb before its destruction. 

Aside from the three extended inhumations, there was a number of other burials represented by 
disarticulated skeletons in pithoi, in a pit, or on the floor, mostly around the edges of the tomb. 
There were three pithoi (numbers 15 81 17 on the southwestern periphery and number 1 on 
the northeastern periphery). In number 15 (Al.. 35.. 30) there were no bones: they may have 

dissolved over the years. Number 17 (Al.. 35.. 30) contained a 'few bones', while in number 1 

there were more including the jaw bone (Al. 35.. 29). The sizes of these pithol are not noted, 
but they seem smaller than those of about 2m from MH burial mounds (such as Kokor3kou 

above). 
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Among the other finds is a group of bones (number 20) In the north part of the periphery and 
close to the entrance: with these was a LHI one handled kylix. In the east part of the periphery 
was an LHIIA rhyton (number 6; Al. 35.. 31 left); It Is unclear what this is associated with. 
Another LHIIA pot (number 31; Al. 35.. 31 centre) was found In the southeast periphery. An 

LHI (or LHI-early LHIIA, according to Ldlos) Vafid cup, number 12, was found In the 

southeast part of the tomb (Al . 35.. 31 right). 

One group of bones (number 21) was found next to the extended burial 14, and so may have 

been placed there either as a result of that burial (so moved to make room for it) or placed 
there at the time of burial in order to form a physical and conceptual association. Another 

group was found in a pit in the south of the tomb, apparently three individuals forming numbers 
46,47 and 48. As for the other finds represented on the published plan, no details are given in 

the reports. Numbers 19 and 25 in the northwest section and close to the stomion seem to 

represent further bone groups; the rest of the finds are located in the eastern and southeastern 

sections and seem to consist of relatively Isolated or small deposits of artefacts. 

Tholos tomb 3 

Marinätos found very little on the floor of the chamber. Sherds In the fill he took to be post- 
destruction deposits, but from these he was able to make up some pots (four plain cups and a 
bowl). The disarticulated bones of mainly one person, but Including skull fragments of a second 
Individual, were found in the entrance where stones of the blocking wall had been removed 
(Al . 35.. 41). Two jars (one pithoid, one oval-mouthed, both LHI: L61os 1985,212a; 

Al . 3.5.42) and gold leaf fragments were associated with these bones. Korres found a few small 

mixed human and animal bones In the southeast part of the chamber. Within the stomion there 

was a number of finds, all part of a fill presumably Introduced In the period after the collapse of 
the tomb and during the construction of the 'circle': these finds Included sherds of LHI and 
LHIIA, a silver or lead covered bronze sword rivet, three fragments of Ivory, a fragment of 

worked obsidian, tiny bits of gold leaf, and an amber bead. As Korres speculated, this material 

seems likely to have come from disturbed contexts within the chamber. 

There was no bone material in the pit, but otherwise the finds were spectacular (Al. 35.. 43). 

There was a large amount of gold leaf, so much that MarinMtos got the impression that the 
bottom of the pit might have been lined with gold leaf. There were three gold cups, two of the 
Vafiö type (Al. 35.. 45-46) and the other a shallow, one handled cup (Al. 35.. 44). These 

were found crushed, and were not far below the surface near the centre of the tomb. Close by 
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was a gold band or diadem, 10cm long (Al.. 3147). There was also a silver cup, very badly 

preserved. All the other finds were gold impressed items, in the form of tritons, rosettes, birds 

and insects (Al. 35.. 48), similar in style and quantity to finds from some of the Mycenaean 

shaft graves. There was also gold wire, and objects like miniature gold pipes (Al.. TS. 49). Only 

a small selection is illustrated in Marinätos' publication, but a large amount is on display in Hora 
Museum. Much of it must originally have functioned as part of funerary garb. Most of the 

material was probably in the deeper, western section of the pit. The cups and diadem, along 
with a number of beads of amethyst and other materials, and 30 flint and obsidian arrowheads 
(Al.. 35.. 50 bottom), were found nearer the centre of the tomb in the shallow section of the 

pit (A1.. 3S. 43). 

Graves in settlement contexts 

Nothing was found in the children's graves save their skeletons. No description was given, but 

they were all said to be aged from two to seven years at death. 

Tholos tomb 2 

Contextual details of the finds of tholos 2 are lacking. The chamber seems to have been filled 

with the debris of the collapse of the vault as well as mud from periodic flooding In the 

chamber. From the first excavation season (and hence from the southern half of the tomb) 
Marinätos notes beads of amber, fragments of bronze, broken human bones, an abundance of 
gold filings, and sherds of palace style jars. Excavation In the northern half of the tomb In a later 

season produced evidence of post-Mycenaean interference as deep as 1m above the floor of the 
tomb. Other finds were various objects of bronze and gold, gold leaf, gold impressed items, 

amber and amethyst beads, amber plaques and clay figurines (Al.. 35.. 60). Much gold leaf, gold 
Impressed items and amber was found in the dromos at the entrance in a burned layer 

associated with the earlier blocking wall of the stomion. This context stretches from the stomion 
into the dromos to 1.5m, and is associated by Marinätos with the flow of mud and water from 

the chamber, carrying off material from the floor (Al. 35.. 59). Finds of gold leaf, gold 
Impressed items, amber, amethyst and bronze are noted at other points in the stomion and 
dromos. 
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Tholos tomb I 

Under the collapsed stones in the chamber a layer of Classical and Hellenistic finds was noted by 
Marinätos, suggesting both that the tomb was known and used at that time, and that its collapse 
happened in the Hellenistic period at the earliest. This layer Is up to 30cm thick; at the entrance 
It was 1.6m above the floor, and was found throughout the chamber, descending as low as 
30cm above the floor at the back. Mycenaean finds below this level include gold leaf, gold and 
semi-precious stone beads (Al.. 7S. 76 left), and LHIIA pottery sherds (Al.. 35.. 77). One 

section of Impressed gold originally attached to something showed a number of human figures, 

the style and scene similar to the Ayla TrI dha harvester vase, as noted by Marlnätos 
(Al.. TS. 75). LHIII kylix feet were also found. Under the foundations at one point Korres 
discovered LHIIA palace style sherds. In general, Marinätos believed that almost all the content 
of the tomb was removed In the LHIII period (on the basis of the presence of LHIlI kylix feet). 

The tholos under the road 

The bones of a burial, sherds, and the handle of a bronze cup were collected in the brief 1989 

examination. 

Chronology: the mound of Kokoräkou is the earliest of these funerary monuments, dating to 
the MHI/II period, according to Korns (1984,147). 

The MH/LHI grave, containing only bones that, whether originally deposited within this grave 
or elsewhere, nonetheless were in secondary contexts, contains material of the MHIII and LHI 

periods. Three distinct chronological hypotheses can be suggested: 

" the grave was built in LHI and, used over a fairly short chronological horizon, its material 
content being fairly chronologically homogenous (MHIII-LHI); 

" the grave was built in MHIIl, used for an inhumation or Inhumations (perhaps represented by 

the remains now called group I'), then repeatedly reused for reburials of bone groups into 
LH I; 

" the grave was only ever used for reburials of bone groups from elsewhere, and might 
therefore equally have been built either In MHIII or LHI, perhaps much of the material 
coming from the earlier contexts elsewhere. 
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L6los (1985,212a-212b) suggests that four ceramic vessels cannot be more closely dated than 
'the late MH-LHI range'. On the basis of the present evidence there Is no way to validate any of 
these chronological hypotheses. 

South tholos 1 contains material in the range LHI-LHIIIAI. It was therefore likely constructed In 

the LHI period. The burial chamber as excavated seems to be a product of the LHIIB period, 
with a final deposit of two pots dating to LHIIB or LHIIIAI. Henceforth no further deposits 

were made in the tomb, presumably because of Its collapse. 

The material in tholos 3 (the gold finds, and the two pottery Items with the displaced burial) Is 

basically LHI in date. Other pottery said by Marinätos to be MH and coming from fill associated 
by him with a post-destruction mixing of contexts Is In fact quite likely to be from funerary 

contexts within the tomb, as sherds from mixed settlement contexts would be unlikely to mend 
into whole pots. These plain pots can presumably be regarded as part of the MHIII-LHI corpus 

of material and therefore do not necessarily alter an LHI date for the tomb. 

The graves from the East House and the area north of the 'circle' are all set within settlement 

contexts dated to the LHI (or MHIII-LHI) period (LÖlos 1985,42-53). There Is no guarantee 
however that the graves do not post-date the settlement. 

Tholos tomb 2 Is dated to LHIIA by the palace style jar fragments found In the chamber. 
However, at best this chronology Is Insecure because of the general lack of information about 
the contexts of finds In the tomb. The gold decorative material does not at first glance look any 
different from that of tholos 3, which Is LHI In date. 

The construction of tholos 1 is also presumed to be LHIIA, especially In this case in view of the 

palace style sherds found under the foundation. The few finds of the chamber also allow for this 
date. Relatively little can be said of the history of the tomb after foundation, since so little of Its 

content has been preserved. MarinMtos suggested that most of its content was removed In the 
LHIII period, but its continuing use into the Hellenistic period makes it possible that the nature 

and positioning of the finds may be owed to any period between LHIIA and the Hellenistic 

period. 

The only dating evidence noted for the tholos under the road Is the handle of the bronze cup, 
said to be LHII In date. 
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Comments: the size of the surviving pithos in the Kokoräkou mound, incomplete at 1.42m, 

suggests that the pithol of the mound were large, like those at 14: Ayos Ioännis Papod is or 
17: Voidhokiliä, to the latter of which they are closer in chronology. 

The finds of south tholos 1 consist solely of pottery Items (no metal, bone, amber, and so on); 

some of these are however unusual, such as the LHIIA rhyton (number 6; Al.. TS. 31 left). 

Tholos 3 seems to fall wholly in the LHI period and perhaps had a very short period of use. 
Only two burials are known, and as Korres speculates these were presumably Interred In the 

tomb for a time and then gathered up, disarticulated and redeposited In the entrance as part of 
the construction of the long pit In the stomion and chamber. The gold finds may well have been 

originally associated with these burials, but details such as the almost gold-lined effect In the pit 

suggest that the gold items entered the tomb at the time of the creation of the pit, and so the 

pit is their first and only context of deposition. 

The discovery of the fifth tholos tomb outside the akropolis area, coupled with south tholos 
tomb 1, suggests that funerary structures may well be widely scattered In the Peristeriä area. A 

thorough survey may well locate further structures and remains. 
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tomb I visible in the centre of the picture. 

Al . 
35.2. Pei isteriä: aerial photograph of hill. Centre: tholos comb I. Right: tholos tombs 2&3. After 

Korres 1978a, plate 106. 
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A 1.35.3. Peristeriý: general plan of excavations during 1964 season. After Marin3tos 1964, figure 2. 
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1, nom close to Kokorikou ((omp. i& Al. -i5.1). 
lholo% rund, I and 

peribolos visible at centre of photograph. 



A 1.35.5. 
Peristeri3: view 
northwest along 
Soulima valley 
to coast. 

'i'ý F* 

A 1.35.6. 
I'eristeri3: view 
oast along 
ý alley. In 
foreground: 
precipitous drop 

that 
haracterises the 

northern area of 
the hill. 

A 1.35.7. 
Peristeri3: view 
southeast to low 

mountain range. 
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A 1.35.8. Peristeri3: the mound of 
Kokor3kou. Above left: the mound under 
excavation, with peribolos will exposed. 
Above right: pithos fragments in situ, with 
preserved partial burial. Left: the pithos 
restored. After MarinStos 1964, plate 85(i & 
85'y, ind Kornes 19 76c, plate 277y. 
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A 1.35.10. Peristeria: MH/LH grave. Plan of grave before removal of covering slabs. After Korres 1976c, 
figure 2. 

611 

Al 
. 
35.9. Peristeri3: western peribolos of tholos tomb I with (cenuee) the MH/LH grave, (right) the 

mound of the tholos tomb, and (left) 'stone pile 2', later domestic remains. After Korres I 976c, plate 
2 59y. 
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A 1.35.11. Peristeria: MH/LH grave. Plan of grave after removal of covering slabs. After Korres 1976c, 
figure 4. 
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A 1.35.12. Peristeri3: MH/LH grave. Detail of partly excavated northwest corner of grave. After Korres 
1976c, figure 5. 
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A 1.35.13. 
Peristeri5: 
MH/LH grave. 
Before 
removal of 
cover slabs. 
Note burial 
above slabs, 
marked 12. 
After Korres 
1976c, plate 
26 Iß. 

A 1.35.14. 
Peristeriä: 
MH/LH grave. 
After partial 
removal of 
covering slabs. 
After Korres 
I 976c, plate 
261 a. 

A 1.35.15. 
Peristeri3: 
MH/LH grave. 
After 
excavation 
mid removal 
of burials. 
Note level of 
pebble floor: 

some burials 
dug into the 
Iloor. After 
Korres 
I976c, plate 
264y. 

613 



A 1.35.16. 
Peristeri3: 
MH/LH grave, 
and the 
peribolos of 
tholos tomb 1. 
After Korres 
1977b, plate 
l69ß. 

A1.35.19. Peristeri3: MH/LH grave. 
Bent and burned sword found under 
early burial. After Korres 1977b, 
plate 168y. 

A 1.35.17. 
Peristeria: 
MH/LH grave. 
Earliest 
interment of the 
tonib, in 
northeast sector 
and under floor. 
Note goblet 
containing gold 
rosettes, centre. 
After Korres 
I977b, plate 
I 67a. 

A 1.35.18. 
Peristeri3: 
MH/LH grave. 
Left and 
middle: Goblet 
and contents. 
After Korres 
1977b, plates 
168a 8z l68ß. 
Right: chert 
blade found 
under burial. 
After Korres 
I977b, plate 
167r. 
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A1 . 
35.20. Peristeriä: MH/LH grave. Kantharos found in northwest part of tomb, containing crushed gold 

kantharos and gold bands. After Korres 1976c, plate 262a K 262ß. 

low 
--. A& Ink 

A1.35.21. Peristeriä: MH/LH grave. Gold kantharos and gold bands found crushed inside clay kantharos 
illustrated in A 1.35.20. After Korres 1976c, plates 263a 81 262c. 
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A1 . 35.22. 
teri : 3: Peristeri 

MH/LH grave. 
Burial group H, 

east-northeast 
section of tomb. 
After Korres 
1976c, plate 
2645. 

Al . 35.23. 
Peristeri3: 
MH/LH grave. 
Burial groups A 
81 B, west- 
southwest 
section of tomb. 
After Korres 
I 976c, plate 
260a. 
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All 

Al 
. 
35.24. Peristeri3: south tholos tomb 1. Location of tomb (hill and other tholoi 

Korns 1978a, figure 1. 

ýý%ýýýý 

to north). After 

A 1.35.25. 
Peristeriä: 

south tholos 
tomb 1. 
Plan with 
locations of 
burials and 
finds. After 
Korres 
1976c, 
figure 11. 
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A 1.35.26. Peristeri3: 
south tholos I before 
excavation, showing the 
collapsed stones of the 
vault. After Korres 
I 976c, plate 266a. 

A 1.35.27. Peristeri3: 
south tholos tomb 1. 
After Korres 1976c, 
plate 268a. 

A 1.35.28. Peristeri3: 
south tholos tomb 1, 
After excavation. After 
I\orres 1977b, plate 

720. 

617 



A 1.35.29. Peristeri3: 
south tholos tomb I. 
Pithos 1. After Korres 
I976c, plate 2676. 

A1 . 35.30. Peristeri3: 
south tholos tomb 1. 
Pithoi 17 8i 15. 
After Korres I 976c, 
plate 2681. 

MW7 

A 1.35.3 I. Peristeri3: 
267a, 267ß 8z 267y. 

south tholos tomb 1. Early (LHI-II) poiiýi> LI Atiei Kosres 1976c, plates 
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A 1.35.32. 
Peristeri5: 
'circle' and 
tholos tomb 3. 
Stomion of 
tomb below 
later 'circle'; 
walling of 
chamber in 
background. 

A 1.35.33. 
Peristeri3: tholos 
tomb 3. 
Chamber of 
tomb from 
north: stomion 
to right of 
picture, under 
surviving section 
of 'circle'. 
Chamber walling 
to left. 

nteri3: tholos 
Ah 3. 

viving 
tern section 

., i ( himber 
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A 1.35.3 5. Peristeri5: 
tholos tomb 3 under 
excavation. After 
Marin1tos 1965, plate 
13 Ia. 
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A 1.35.36. Peristeri3: 
tholos tomb 3 and 
'circle'. Section 
illustrating (left to right) 
the pit in the chamber, 
the remnant of the 
blocking wall of the 
stomion, the back of the 
stomion, the western 
section of the 'circle', 
and the facade of the 
tomb (the front of the 
stomion). After Korres 
I 976c, figure 9. 

A 1.35.37. Peristeri3: 
tholos tomb 3. The pit in 
the chamber, remnant of 
the blocking wall, the 
stomion, and the 
overlying 'circle'. After 
Korrrss I977b, plate 
1740. 
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A 1.35.38. 
Peristeri3: tholos 
tomb 3. Stomion. 
After Korres 
1977b, plate 
I 74a. 

A 1.35.39. 
Peristeriä: tholos 
tomb 3. 'Circle' 
and facade of tomb. 
After Korres 
1976c, plate 
273ct. 

A 1.35.40. 
Peristeriä: tholos 
tomb 3. Pit in 
chamber, partly 
excavated. After 
MarinStos 1965, 
plate 1313. 
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A 1.35.41. Peristeri5: 
tholos tomb 3. Bones 
and pottery found 
among stones of the 
blocking wall of the 
stomion. After 
Marinitos 1965, 
plate 1 3213. 

A1 . 35.42. Peristeri3: 
tholos tomb 3. LHI 
amphorae found with 
the burial in the 
blocking wall of the 
stomion. After 
Marin3tos 1965, 
plates 13 3a 81 13 3ß. 

A 1.35.43. Peristeri3: 
tholos tomb 3. The 
pit in the chamber 
under excavation, 
with gold finds 
exposed. After 
Marin3tos 1965, 
plate I32a. 
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Al . 35.44. Peristeri3: tholos tomb 3, pit. Gold shallow cup number 1 as found and restored. After 
Marinätos 1965, plates 136a & 13 7ß. 

r 

A1 
. 
35.46, Itr iý[ý i i. u tholos tonilý i, ,n ýýId b Imr { . 1s Iý. 

Marinitos 1965, plates 136P & 139a. 
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A 1.35.45. Peristeria: tholos tomb 3, pit. Gold Vatio cup number 2 as found and restored. Alter 
Marinätos 1965, plates 135a & 138a. 
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1340. 



143(x, 142P& 14 I e. 
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A 1.35.48. Pei istei i a. tholos tomb 3, pit. Gold impressed and cutout items. After Mm in itos 1965, plates 
141 a, 140a, 140T 8i 1416. 
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A] . 35.50. Peristeri3: tholos tomb 3, pit. Gold objects, flint arrowheads, and sarLd, amethyst, rock crystal 
and amber beads. After Marinätos 1965, plates 1405,141 y, 144a 81 1 43f3. 

A 1.35.51. Peristeri3: graves in 
domestic contexts. Above: the 
'East House', with seven child's 
cists. Left: cist in East House. 
After Marin3tos 1960, plate 
161a & 1961, plate 132a. 
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A 1.35.5 2. Peristeriä: plan of tholos tombs 2 81 3. After Korr6 1977b, figure 2. 

A1.35.53. Peristeriä: section through tholos tombs 2 81 3. After Korres 1977b, figure 3. 

A 1.35.54. Peristeri3: 
tholos tomb 2. Chamber 

. ind Atomion. 
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,, J (Il I ov tumb 2, hunt above. After Korres 1978x, plate 
109. 

AI. 35. ýo. I'uil)liIU: tholos tonib 2. Chamber of tholo5 lunil, dliiiil,; 

constructions originally postulated to be altars, but more likely to be supports for the walling, which is 

caving inward under pressure from the surrounding earth. After Marin3tos 1962, plate 96P. 
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A1.35.57. Peristerii: tholos tomb 2. Dromos, sionm, . 111d I rl[:. Iht i M. 11 i;, i 
1962, plate 95u. 

A 1.35.58. I'ciiStvii. t: tholos tun ih .k iý. 3nýIýt i, ,[ iIlk, n und diomos. Alter M. iiin. 1lo% 1964, plate 86ji. 
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A 1.35.59. Peristeriä: tholos tomb 2. 
Selection of finds, probably all recovered 
from dromos in front of stornion in 
context associated by excavator with wash 
out from the chamber. Gold foil, gold 

Oý-t t 

cutouts, and (left) amber beads. After 
Marin3tos 1962, plates 99a, 99ß, 100P, 
I00y & 98y. 
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A 1.35.60. 
Peristeri3: tholos 
tomb 2. Finds 
from within the 
chamber. Left: 
amber beads 
forming necklace. 
Top right: gold 
and silver 
impressed items. 
Bottom right: gold 
discs and foil. 
After Marin3tos 
1964, plates 
96y, 96ß 81 98y. 
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A 1.35.62. 
Peristeri3: tholos 
tomb 1. Plan, 
after Korres 
1976c, figure I. 

0 0  i  ;a" sn. 
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A 1.35.6 !. I'tristeri i: thulu, tumb 1. Aerial photograph o tomb and peribolos. Attu; Kosres 
1978a, plate 107. 
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A1 . 35.63. Peristeri3: tholos tomb I. Section through tholos tomb showing that the collapse of the 
chamber occurred first on the right, as shown by the line of stones declining to the centre and covered by 
a layer of clay, either from the mound or directly covering the original exterior; then on the left a second 
line of stones and clay declining to the centre shows the successive collapse of the left side of the chamber. 
The section suggests a fill of earth between the two layers of stone at the centre, making it possible that 
the left side did not immediately follow the right. After Korres 1977b, figure I& Marin3tos 1960, plate 
1593. 
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A 1.35.65. Peristeri3: tholos tomb 1. Chamber after excavation and before restoration. After MarinMtos 
1965, plate 12 5ß. 

632 

A 1.35.64. Peristerii: vit, w south along dromos of tholos tomb 1. 



Al. 35.66. Peristeriä: tholos tomb 1. Facade and (left) blocking wall; short lining of dromos visible at 
sides. 'Masons' marks' on eighth and ninth blocks on left parastade. (Left) after Marinätos 1960, plate 
l58ß. 
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A1.35.67. Peristeriä: tholos tomb 1. Left: detail of 'masons' marks'. Right: facade and blocking wall. 
After Marinatos 1960, plate 159a. 



A 1.35.68. Peristeri3: tholos tomb 1. 
Lintel. After MarinStos 1961, plate 

26(3. 

.ý 
A 1.35.69. Peristerii: tholos tomb 1. 
Lower part of blocking wall. After 
Marinätos 1961, plate 1 28ß. 

A 1.35.70. Peristeri3: tholos tomb 1. 
Walling in stomion, showing linse or 
cement in joins. After Marin3tos 
1961, plate 128a. 

A 1.35.7 1. Peristerii: tholos tomb 1. 
Stornion: right side, and short lining of 
dromos. Taken from level of lintel. 
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A 1.35.72. Peristeriä: tholos tomb I and MH/LH grave. Peribolos on west side of tholos, with 
grave visible to south. After Korres 1978a, plate 108. 

MH/LH 

A 1.35.73. Peristeriä: tholos 
tomb 1. Detail of peribolos 
from above. After Korres 
1977b, plate 1 65ß. 

A 1.35.74. Peristeria: tholos 
tomb 1. Restored vault of 
tomb and exposed northwest 
section of peribolos. After 
Korres 1977b, plate 164a. 
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Gold smalifinds from chamber. After Marinitos 1965, plate 1 29ß, 

AI 
. 
35. / /. {'c i isteria: tholos tc nib 1. LL'tt: , Itc i cl, cI! 

Marin3tos 1965, plate 127P& 1960, plate I60P. 
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Ayia TriädIla harvester ease. Attar M. aiin. itus 1 vo5, I)latt' 128y. 

A1 . 35.76. Peristerij: tholos tomb 
and Korres 1976c, plate 256a. 



Kopanaki 36 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1 ̂ 54'40"e 37.17'20"n Messinfa. 

Description: three tholos tombs. 

Directions: Going toward KopanJki, turn right (east) off the road at a point about 200m 

before it meets the railway. Continue east for 160m when you meet fully excavated mound B'. 
Mound A, with a covered hole in the top, is 40m further east, while mound C Is about 100m 

south or southeast of A, across a low rise. 

References: Valmin (1928); McDonald ex Hope Simpson (1961,233); Hope Simpson & 
Dickinson (1979,177). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: one of these tholoi was excavated by Valmin In 1927. 

Setting: these three mounds are set close to the bottom of the Soulima Valley In relatively flat 

land, north of the river (Al.. J6.2-3). Mounds A&B (40m apart) are intervisibie while C 

(100m distant) is hidden by a low rise. Given the relatively flat nature of the landscape here in 

the bottom of the Soulima Valley, this may be a deliberate arrangement. 

Architecture: Valmin reports the height of mound B as 5m, and Its diameter must have been 

at least 20m (Al. 36.1). It Is today very much reduced in dimensions. The diameter of the 

chamber was 5.35m, Its greatest surviving height 2.5m; a kind of bench ringed the chamber 
(Al .. i6.6), 30cm wide and 12cm to 18cm high, built of flat stones on the outside and ̀ sand' 

on the Inside (hence perhaps a kind of cist ringing the tomb). The tholos now, like one of the 

two Valmin excavated at Malthi, is completely devoid of stones, and is only visible as an outline 
in the scant remains of the mound. 

' These designations are as given by McDonald & Hope Simpson. 
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The entrance was toward the northeast, the stomion apparently triangular in section like that of 
19: Tourlidhftsa (Al.. TS. 4). It was 3.5m long (deep), 1.2m wide at the outside, 1.1m at the 

Inside; it survived to a height of about 1.8m, at which point It was 30cm wide. There was no 

trace of a blocking wall, but since the fill contained mixed sherds of Mycenaean and Hellenistic 

periods down to the floor, the stomion had clearly been open in the Hellenistic period. The 

floor of the stomion had a stone-built drain, 6.5m long (hence extending 3m Into the dromos) 

and declining 75cm from Inside to outside. It was 50cm deep, triangular In section, formed of 

flat stones in the floor resting on two flat stones meeting underneath to form the triangle. The 

dromos was walled with small stones, and was preserved to 4.5m In length and a width of 

1.7m. The dromos was originally longer. 

Of the other mounds, little information is available. Valmin dug a trench in mound A 

(Al .. 36.2) and reported 'a short wall of small stones and sun-dried bricks', but was unable to 

continue excavation. All of the mounds are quite low (except B originally); mound A is not 

much more than 2m high, although its diameter might reach 17m. Today, however, the crown 

of the mound contains a circular hole less than 1m in diameter and covered with corrugated 
iron. This possibly represents a recent clandestine attack. 

Finds: very few sherds were found In the dromos; a coin of 51 century Bc date was found 

under the first stone of the drain. As noted, the stomion was full of mixed hellenistic and 
Mycenaean sherds. There seems to have been plenty of post-Mycenaean material In the 

chamber, and perhaps a kind of floor 85cm above the original floor level with later remains. 
The original floor contained no pits and produced few finds, although the excavator noted 

sherds of LHII and LHIII pottery, one gold and one bronze ring, and other bronze fragments. 

Many of these finds come from the bench. Collected and fragmented skeletal material was 

recovered from this bench, Indicating at least four Individuals and probably more. Valmin felt 

the chamber had been open until Its collapse In the Hellenistic period. 

Chronology: the date of the tholos in mound B is far from clear; as excavated, Its internal 

disposition was very much a product of post-Mycenaean times. The motifs illustrated on 
fragments of pottery (Valmin 1928, figure 7) seem to be LHII, perhaps LHIIA, so this is 

probably the latest likely construction date. Of the other two mounds, no Information is 

available. 

Comments: the drain in tholos B Is Interesting. If its purpose was to keep the tholos free of 
standing water, then it did so by conducting water toward a lower part of the dromos, whence 
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presumably it could drain away. This suggests, however, that the tholos was built at a high level 

within the tumulus, the end of the dromos representing ground level. This is more or less borne 

out by Valmin's plan and sections and his photographs of the excavation (A l. J6.1, 

Al . Jd. 5). Even if the tholos were built within the mound above original ground level, what is 

even stranger is the possibility that water would need to be drained from a tholos thus built. 

Surely it would drain away naturally? Moreover, given that the kind of fill that builds up in 

tholos tombs is the very fine particles that filter through from the interstices in the stones of the 

vault above, perfect for making mud, I also wonder that the drain, if it functioned as imagined, 

wouldn't get clogged up with mud and need regular cleaning (which would need regular 

unblocking of the stomion, assuming that it ever was blocked up). Of course, these problems 

may well be applicable, and have not been realised by the architect in advance. One tentative 

alternative is the suggestion that the drain was not intended for such mundane purposes. It is at 

least conceivable that it was used for libation rituals conducted around the entrance in the 

chamber, the liquid draining out to the dromos, where perhaps others were waiting; it is even 

possible that sacrificial blood might be poured out of the chamber in this way. 

7ý STOt, 1t0, j 
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A 1.36.1. Kopanäki tholos tomb B: plan and section. After Valmin 1928, plate V. 
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A 1.36.3. Kopan3ki 
mound C from south. 
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A 1.36.5. Kopanaki 
tholos tomb B. 
Mound and stomion 
during excavation. 
After Valmin 
1928, plate XII-2. 
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Mälthi 37 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1 °50'e 37^16'10"n Messinfa. 

Description: Intramural pit and cist burials of middle helladic and Mycenaean date In a large, 

possibly fortified, hilltop settlement; two LHIII tholol nearby (for the latter, appendix two). 

Directions: on the main route through the Soulfma Valley, turn to the south at a sign for 

Mälthl. The road skirts right around a large, almost conical hill, on top of which Is the 

settlement site. After a short distance a dilapidated sign points right to the tholos tombs (this 

sign had finally collapsed in 1996). The preserved tholos is conspicuous by its corrugated 

covering which, unfortunately, prevents any access. The other thoios, or rather the mound that 

once contained it, is a little further north. There doesn't appear to be a very easy way to reach 

the top of the hill; from the sign, turn left and climb upward and northeast. 

References: Valmin (1938, chapter 3); McDonald 8r Hope Simpson (1961,233-234; 

1969,141); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson (1979,174). 

Publication: detailed final. 

Excavation: excavated by Valmin in 1927,1929, over ten weeks in 1933, and 1934. 

Setting: the graves are set within the Inhabited area of a hilltop In the Soulima Valley. The 

hilltop location mirrors that of 35: Peristeriä further to the west: a commanding view of the 

valley in a northerly direction, and its height gives it good views all around (Al. -T7.1-2). 

Mäithi's enclosure wall, 1.5m to 3.5m thick and preserved up to 1m in height, pierced by five 

gateways, encloses an area about 140m x 80m (Al.. 77.10). The wall Is probably middle 

helladic, and the main occupation begins in the middle of the period (MHII on the Nihßria 

notation: Howell 1992,75-76). The settlement consists of a honeycomb of interconnecting 

rooms, drystone of limestone blocks, strung across the site and particularly built up against the 

wall. The contemporaneity of structures cannot be shown on the available evidence. The village 

covers the MHII-III periods, and continues into the Mycenaean period, at least as far as LHII. 

The overall plan seems an amalgam of all these periods. 
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Architecture and finds: Valmin excavated forty six graves within the walls, and one outside. 
These graves were all, except for two pithos burials, inhumations in pits or cists. The large 

majority were children, and most graves were single, although some were reused. Almost all 

were located within the walls of rooms inside the settlement. 

There seems little point here In repeating Valmin's detailed description of each grave. The 

following table is modified from his 'diagram of the graves' (1938,235). For reasons set out 

below, I have removed his attributions of chronology. As for architectural typology, I have 

allowed the following descriptions: 

" pit - unlined grave cutting 

" pit with stone outline - Valmin's 'graves with a complete or a partial frame of one row of 
low stones" 

" cist - with either drystone built sides or slabs 

" pithos 

The orientation refers to the orientation of the grave, not of its occupants. The groupings are 
based on analysis of the distribution of the graves (Al . J7.10). 
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I pit/stone outline ESE-WNW Central group 1 extended child 
2 pit/stone outline N-S N group 1 extended child 
3 Cist N-S N group 1 extended child 
4 Cist NW-SE N group 1 extended child 
5 pit/stone outline N-S N group 1 contracted adult 
6 Cist N-S N group 1 disarticulated child 
7 pit/stone outline SE-NW N group 2 extended child 
8 pit/stone outline NNE-SSW N group I extended child 
9 Cist NE-SW N group I contracted child 
10 pit/stone outline NE-SW N group I contracted adult 
11 Cist E-W N group 0 
12 Cist NE-SW N group I contracted child 
13 pit/stone outline E-W NE wall I contracted adult 
14 Cist E-W NE wall I contracted child 
15 pit/stone outline N-S W wall group 1 disarticulated adult 
16 pit/stone outline E-W SW corner 1 extended child 
17 Cist E-W SW comer I extended child 
18 Cist NW-SE SW corner 2 extended child 
19 Clst NE-SW SW corner 2 extended child 
20 pit/stone outline N-S SW corner 1 disarticulated child 
21 Pithos SW comer 1 disarticulated child 
22 pit/stone outline N-S Central group I disarticulated child 
23 Cist N-S Central group 2 extended child 
24 Cist E-W Central group 1 extended child 
25 pit/stone outline E-W E wall 2 disarticulated child 
26 pit/stone outline E-W Central group 3 contracted child 
27 cist NW-SE outside I extended adult 

akropolis 
28 pit SW corner 1 disarticulated child 
29 pit/stone outline N-S SW corner I contracted child 
30 pithos W wall group 1 
31 cast E-W W wall group I contracted child 
32 cist E-W W wall group 7 disarticulated child 
33 cist E-W W wall group 1 extended child 
34 pit/stone outline NE-SW NE wall 2 contracted child 
35 cast E-W NE wall I contracted child 
36 pit/stone outline NNE-SSW SE corner 2 disarticulated child 
37 pit SE corner 3 
38 pit SE corner 8 
39 cast SE comer I extended adult 
40 pit/stone outline N-S W wall group 2 disarticulated child 
41 pit/stone outline SW-NE W wall group I extended adult 
42 pit/stone outline SE-NW N group 2 extended child 
43 pit N-S W wall group I child 
44 cast NE-SW N central I child 
45 pit/stone outline N-S W wall group I child 
46 cast E-W W wall group 0 
47 cast E-W W wall group 0 
48 pit/stone outline N-S W wall group I contracted child 

Table A. 37.1. Graves at Mälthi. 

' For which see also 57: Ayos Stefanos. 
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28 pit I child unknown 
37 pit 3 205cm x 75cm x 32cm 
38 pit 8 unknown x unknown x 30cm 
43 pit 1 child unknown 
1 pit/stone outline I child 53cm x 28cm x 22cm 
2 pit/stone outline 1 child 42cm x 38cm x unknown 
5 pit/stone outline 1 adult 140cm x 75cm x unknown 
7 pit/stone outline 2 child 80cm x 38cm x 34cm 
8 pit/stone outline I child 62cm x 35cm x unknown 
10 pit/stone outline I adult 128cm x 44cm x 12cm 
13 pit/stone outline I adult 195cm x 65cm x unknown 
15 pit/stone outline 1 adult unknown 
16 pit/stone outline I child 47cm x 24cm x 19cm 
20 pit/stone outline I child 80cm x unknown x unknown 
22 pit/stone outline I child 65cm x 34cm x unknown 
25 pit/stone outline 2 child 60cm x 19cm x 20cm 
26 pit/stone outline 3 85cm x 22cm x 24cm (upper part only) 
29 pit/stone outline I child 48cm x 38cm x unknown 
34 pit/stone outline 2 child 95cm x 35cm x unknown 
36 pit/stone outline 2 child 50cm x 29cm x 13cm 
40 pit/stone outline 2 child 44cm x 23cm x 21cm 
41 pit/stone outline 1 adult 1 15cm x 42cm x unknown 
42 pit/stone outline 2 child 80cm x 42cm x unknown 
45 pit/stone outline 1 child 105cm x 56cm x unknown 
48 pit/stone outline I child 55cm x 28cm x unknown 
3 cast 1 child 45cm x 18cm x 22cm 
4 cist I child 62cm x 26cm x 20cm 
6 clst 1 child 56cm x 28cm x 36cm 
9 cast I child 48cm x 25cm x 18cm 
11 cist 0 65cm x 28cm x unknown 
12 cast I child 48cm x 25cm x unknown 
14 cist I child 34cm x 20cm x 12cm 
17 cast 1 child 65cm x 28cm x 26cm 
18 clst 2 child 62cm x 23cm x 34cm 
19 cast 2 child 65cm x 18cm x 22cm 
23 cast 2 child 75cm x 20cm x 35cm 
24 clst 1 child 60cm x 50cm x 32cm 
27 cist 1 adult 148cm x 28cm x 28cm 
31 cast I child 38cm x 18cm x 16cm 
32 cast 7 child 64cm x 39cm x 32cm 
33 cast 1 child 65cm x 58cm x unknown 
35 cist 1 child 38cm x 14cm x 18cm 
39 cast I adult 150cm x1 10cm x unknown 
44 cist 1 child 60cm x 30cm x unknown 
46 cast 0 54cm x 32cm x unknown 
47 clst 0 68cm x 38cm x 32cm 
21 pathos I child unknown 
30 pathos I unknown 

Table A. 37.2. Dimensions of graves at Mälthi. 

Chronology: the first problem of interpretation is chronology. Valmin's understanding of 

coarsewares was flawed; in particular, the type of pottery that he called 'Adriatic', and which 
he thought was present from neolithic through to late helladic, is a type of middle helladic 

domestic ware that continues, with most middle helladic wares, into the Mycenaean period. We 
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can, on the other hand, assume that his interpretation of painted Mycenaean pottery was 

relatively sound. 

There is one great difficulty In the dating and understanding of material culture remains within 
intramural graves that Is not present In tombs outwith settlement contexts. This is that the very 

act of digging a grave in an area of land long occupied throws up the detritus of previous 
habitation; after the burial, as the grave Is (presumably) filled with the material that had been 

excavated from it, the immediate context surrounding the corpse Is 'contaminated', at least 

from the chronological point of view, with earlier material. 

By far the vast majority of these burials was either buried without the specific deposition of 
Intact pottery, or any pottery that was deposited has subsequently been broken and was not 

recognised as the sherds of an entire vessel during excavation. Valmin dated his graves on the 
basis of the pottery found inside them. The bases on which we can now reinterpret his 

conclusions are missing: sherds are not preserved, photographs were not published; plans were 

published without sections, and positions of sherds that Valmin used to date the graves are not 

recorded, or recorded vaguely. 

We can be sure of a few things. First, at least some graves are definitely late helladic. The 

pottery of graves XXIII and XXIV was illustrated, and on the basis of those illustrations Lölos 

(1985,149-151) dates the graves either LHI or LHI/IIA. Grave XXIV Is the single 

outstretched Inhumation of a child, while grave XXIII contains two children's skeletons, one 

above the other. In each case the pottery was carefully placed In the grave, not thrown In. 

There may also have been a necklace In grave XXIII. These seem to represent fairly well closed 
LHI (or LHI/IIA) contexts. 

The only other grave recorded as having a specific pottery item with It, as opposed to random 

sherds, Is grave I. Again this was the grave of a child. The item is a feeding bottle (illustrated: 

Valmin 1938, plate XIX. 8). judging from the illustrations given by Mountjoy (1993, figures 

91,132 8L 166), although the shape of this example is not paralleled (in particular the angular 

shoulder) it is clearly closer to LHIIIA1 and LHIIIA2 examples than to middle helladic. Hence I 

would provisionally date this grave LHIIIA. 

The overall chronology of Mälthi seems to encompass the MHII 8t MHIII periods, but exclude 
MHI (Howell 1992,73), as well as continuing through late helladic. 
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This is as far as one can go In terms of secure dates for the graves. For the rest, Valmin's 

practice was to date on the basis of the latest sherd in the fill. Although this might have seemed 
fairly logical in 1938, it is clear today that this cannot produce very accurate results. The 

problem is that most of the graves are dated using coarse pottery sherds. Vaimin's 

understanding of these was flawed, but even today there are no firm criteria for distinguishing 

between middle helladic and early Mycenaean date among middle heiladic style sherds (chapter 

one). It is likely that at least some of the graves dated by Valmin MH on this basis should be 

early Mycenaean. Moreover, in the first Mycenaean period, say, the digging of a grave may well 
have brought up many middle heiladic sherds from below, but the digging itself might not 
Introduce any contemporary rubbish. Hence the redeposited sherds in the grave might 

considerably predate the actual date of the grave. 

The other criteria suggested by Valmin for chronology are even more problematic. One of 
these is the basic difference between supine and contracted Inhumations. It is suggested as a 

vague rule that later inhumations will be supine while earlier will be contracted. The classic 

example of this comes from the Mycenae grave circles (although Valmin was writing before the 
discovery of circle B). This might be suggested by a general comparison between the burials of 
the prehistoric cemetery and those of circle A. In circle B, however, Milonas specifically rejects 
the possibility that contracted burials precede extended ones, citing the examples of graves I 

and Z (Mflonas 1973,406). As Mflonas hints, in circle B space might have become scarce, 

and the need to bury in that particular locale might have overcome the desire to create a grave 
large enough for an extended inhumation. 

The positioning of the corpse in the grave Is as much a matter of choice as any other aspect of 
the funeral. The widespread practice of contracted inhumation in the middle helladic period 
presumably reflects tradition and choice, as worked out by mourners In Individual situations. If 

there is a change to extended inhumations In the late helladic period, this can first and foremost 
be related to the use of the corpse for display (John Barrett, In conversation, but citing a 
forgotten source). If one thinks of the spectacular displays of the grave circles of Mycenae, this 
does make sense. In particular much of the gold leaf from those burials appears to be 

ornamentation from the funerary cloak or shroud, which Is perhaps best displayed on an 
extended corpse. This gold leaf, as Is apparent from these catalogue entries, Is certainly not 
restricted to Mycenae. Many burials In tholos tombs are extended rather than contracted, 
perhaps bearing this hypothesis out. 
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Graves at 37: M31thi, however, are mostly of infants, and mostly lack accompanying artefacts: 
the difference between extended and contracted inhumations cannot be used as a chronological 
indicator at this site. 

Beyond the difference between contracted and extended inhumation practices Is the 

architecture of the grave Itself. Valmin's analysis of the graves based on his own chronology 

makes It clear that there is no relationship between his date and the type of grave. Pits and casts 
are more or less equally present in each period. Again there Is no reason to think that there 

could be a simple relationship between architecture and date. The reasoning behind the choice 

either to use a simple pit or something more elaborate is something that we cannot recover. For 

what It's worth, the two well-dated examples XXIII and XXIV are both casts with drystone built 

walls, not otherwise evidenced on the akropolis. 

For all these reasons the chronology of the graves excavated by Valmin is a fairly Intractable 

problem that simply cannot be solved. They can be broadly dated to the middle helladic and 
late helladic periods, and one can suggest that the majority fall between MHII and LHII; but In 

reality it is perfectly possible that most of them might belong to a fairly short chronological 
horizon pretty much anywhere within that broad range. 

Comments: children were placed in thirty six2 of the graves, only seven3 contained adults 
(three others were empty; grave XXXVII contained two adults and one child and grave 
XXXVIII contained the remains of at least eight - presumably - adults). Although there was no 

systematic study or recording of the bones, the Impression Is that the majority of the children 

were young, confirmed by the drawings (Al. 37.. 3-5). At 57: Ayos Stefans the numbers are 

evenly mixed between adults and children; further afield, the ratio of children to adults at Asine 

is about 3: 2 (Nordquist 1987), and the numbers of children at Lerna are also high (Blackburn 

1972). It is widely recognised that child burials make up a large part of simpler types of middle 

and late helladic burials (for example, Dickinson 1994,222). Even so, the numbers at M3lthl 

are so great that one could suggest that intramural burial was normally practised for children, 

and rarely for adults. In this sense the 37: Mälthl data fit well with the data from the extramural 
burials of Messinfa, which are generally adult. 

I Valmin's 'diagram of the graves' (1938,235) omits Information about the pathos burial XXX, which 
elsewhere (page 207) Is said to contain the bones of an infant; likewise, XXVI contained a child's burial, 
although disiecta membra of other (presumably adult) burials were found higher In the grave. 

Grave XXXIX is noted In the text as that of an adult (page 190). 
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There is little to be gained from a study of the distribution of the graves (Al.. 37.10). 

Concentrations are to be found in the southeast (four examples) and southwest corners (eight 

examples) of the citadel, along the northern wall (12 examples, plus a further five in the 

northeast corner), in the west central section (12 examples), and near the centre (six 

examples). Graves are rare on the eastern side. In general they are to be found within rooms, 

usually in the floor but occasionally in the walls. They are almost never located in open areas. 

Valmin's observations on stratigraphy are inadequate for analysis, so graves cannot be placed 

within a sequence of use of the room, nor can we be certain of Valmin's attributions of function 

to rooms. It would seem likely that graves would be placed in rooms during periods when they 

were otherwise disused, but examples of intramural burial in inhabited areas are not unknown 

(4atal Hüyük, for example: Mellaart 1967), especially of children. 

There is no relationship between the groupings and grave architecture or position of the 

skeleton. All variations occur in each grouping. The adult burials are not concentrated in any 

one area. In general, of the variables presented in the table above, there are no correlating 

factors at all. 
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A1.37.3. M3lthi: middle and late helladic graves Illustrated by Valmin, 1938 figure 33. 
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A1.37.4. Mälthi: middle and late helladic graves illustrated by Valmin, 1938 figure 34. 
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Grave 
numhets 

IV 

V, vi, vn 

XIII, 
XIV, xvi 

XVII, 
XVIII, 
XIX, 
XXIII, 
XXIV 

xxv, 
xxv", 
xxv, II 

A 1.37.6. Milthi: 
middle and late helladic 
graves. Numbered as 
above. After Valmin 
1938, plates XII-XV. 
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XXIX, 
XXX, 
XXXI 

A 1.37.7. Mälthi: middle and 
late helladic graves. 
Numbered as right. After 
Valmin 1938, plates XIV- 
XV. 

XXXII, 
XXXIII, 
XXXIV, 
XXXV 

xxxv', 
xxxv", 
xxxv l 

XXXIX, 
XL 

XLI, XLII 

XXXIII 
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A1.37.8. Mälthi: finds from graves XXIII (marked 1-7) and XXIV (marked 8 81 9). After Valmin 1938, 
figure 50. 

Al. 37.9. Ivory 'sword pommel' from grave IV. After 
Valmin 1938, plate XXV. 48. 
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A1.37.10. Plan of akropolis of MAIthi, showing burial locations. Plan after Valmin 1938. 



Vasilikö: Xerövrisi 38 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1 ̂ 49'30"e 37.15'45"n Messinfa. 

Description: one excavated tholos and possibly another located nearby. 

Directions: driving east through Vasilikö, turn right onto a track just before the road crosses 

the railway. Follow this track and stop at the point where It turns away from the railway. Walk 

beside the railway passing the 9.6,9.4 and 9.2 markers. Here is an old guard or signal box, 

and the tholos is I Om to the east of it. 

References: Valmin (1928); McDonald & Hope Simpson (1961,234); Hope Simpson 8t 
Dickinson (1979,173). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: the tholos was excavated by Valmin In about 18 days In 1927. 

Setting: the tholos is situated in a slight slope in the relatively flat land In the bottom of the 
Soulima Valley (Al.. 38.2). Now the site Is little more than a large hole In the ground, 

although some parts of the walls are still visible (Al . 38.4). The second mound Is variously said 

to be 250m to the northwest, 250m to the southwest, or 150m to the southeast (Al.. 38.2). 

Architecture: parts of the chamber wall survived to 2.75m, but other parts had been 

completely removed for building material (Al . 38.1, Al . 38.3). The diameter was 6.5m. The 

construction Is of flat stones, with Valmin noting larger stones toward the bottom, and a general 

roughness of construction. Larger slabs are noted at the level of the lintel. The walls varied in 

thickness from 80cm at the bottom to 1.25m at the highest preserved point. 

The lintel was formed by two blocks each about 2m x 1.3m x 30cm. The blocking wall seems 
to have run the whole length of the stomion, but did not reach bottom, but was 50cm above it, 

nor did It reach the level of the lintel, but was about 60cm to 1m below It (A1.. 38.6 left). The 

stomion is 2.75m long (deep), 2.05m high, 98cm wide on the outside, and 52cm wide at the 

chamber. This narrowing is attributed by Valmin to seismic activity, and he points out that It Is 
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narrower toward the bottom, rather than toward the top, which would be more usual. The 

lower blocks of the stomion are said to be large and the construction good. 

The dromos, which runs along the slope rather than perpendicular to it, was not completely 
excavated because It ran toward the railway line. Valmin estimates a 12m to 15m length, and 

notes that the walls had to be shored up at the stomion end. This shoring up took the form of a 

simple retaining wall, 3.4m long, and abutting the stomion walls, thus removing the parastade 

effect. 

There was thought to be a large cavity 3m long and 60cm deep in the floor. In the wall 2.75m 

to the right of the entrance was a niche, situated 1.15m above the floor, and 75cm high, 1.5m 

deep, 70cm wide at the chamber end and 40cm wide Inside (Al.. i8.3 Al.. 78.5). The niche 
had a lintel 2.25m long above. It had been blocked by a rough wall. 

At the second mound 'walls, built of big slabs' were noted. 

Finds: Mycenaean material below the blocking wall in the stomion suggested that the wall was a 
late addition (Hellenistic, according to the excavator). The suggested large pit in the floor was 

empty, but the niche in the wall contained a layer of earth 20cm deep, in which were (possibly 

burned) human bone fragments in disorder. Fragments of a palace style jar (Al.. 78.6 right) 

were found scattered just above the floor (and also in the stomion, under the blocking wall), 
but other finds at this level of animal and bird bones suggest intensive post-Mycenaean use. The 

excavator notes that not the smallest fragment of jewellery was to be found. 

Chronology: the only datable Mycenaean item from the tomb Is the LHIIA palace style jar, 

although 'stirrup vases' are among the other pottery listed; this at least suggests a period of use 
from LHIIA until LHIII; the tomb was reused in the historical period. 

Comments: none. 
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A1.38.1. Vasilikd tholos tomb: plan and section. After Valmin 1928 plate II. 

A 1.38.2. 
Vasilikö tholos 
tomb: view 
southeast 
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direction of 
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A l. 38.3. Vasiliko tholos tomb: chamber, stomion and niche after excavation in 192!. Altei Valniin 
1928, plate IX. 

A1 . 
58.4. Vasiliko [bolos tomb: chamber, stomion and niche in 1994. Scale: 2m. 



A1.38.5. Vasilikd tholos tomb. Niche in chamber before and after opening. After Valmin 1928, plates 
X-1 81 X-2. 
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V. niItF�.:. - nion irons inside. Right: Ii, ignientary palace style jar 

mended frone sherds recovered from chamber and stomion. After Valmin 1928, plate XI-1 81 XI-2. 
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Psäri Metsiki 39 
1: 200,000 map reference: Ps3r( is -1.50'e 37.20'n Messinfa. 

Description: two tholos tombs set on a hilltop with other antiquities. 

Directions: from the main square of (Kato) Ps3rl, take the road on the right leading Into the 
hills. At a junction with a signpost, take the middle route and follow the road until you reach 
the church of Ayla Anna. Hence follow a dirt track roughly south until you reach the tholos. 

References: Hatzi (1981,1982,1983,1984a, 1984b, 1985,1986b, 1987a); Hatzi- 

Spiiioupoülou (1988). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated over several seasons in the 1980s by the Eforfa; subject to periodic 

attack by tomb robbers. 

Setting: from the south end of Metsiki, the limestone hill that rises above the village of Ps3rl, 

the spectacular view south is of Ps3ri In the foreground, with the vast expanse of the Soulima 

valley beyond, and the sea in the background (Al .. T9.1). The sight is framed by the hills on 
both sides and behind (Al. 39.2-3), placing this site on the edge of two landscapes. The 

acoustics are particularly striking: the enclosure on three sides seems to cause sound from the 

valley and village below to be audible with unusual clarity - church bells and goat cries 

punctuate the silence of the hillside. The setting is among the highest and remotest in the study 

area. Neither of the tombs is located close to the very end of the promontory, but they are 
located in prominent areas, on the ridge top and in the southern half. 

The second tholos is about 100m northeast of the first. One small circular construction lay 

40m north of tholos 1, associated with a possible cast grave; a second such circular construction 

was located 135m southwest of tholos 1. Finally, In the east-southeast part of the hill, where 
the best view of Soulfma and the valley ahead to Ps3ri may be found, there is a stone arc or 

platform of 8.10m diameter. 
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The hill is very bare of soil, the limestone uncovered in many places; but aside from the outcrop 

there are many piles of small limestone boulders that seem sometimes more, sometimes less 

likely to be anthropogenic (some of these are spoil of the recent excavations). 

Architecture: tholos 1 (Al. 39.4-5) appears to have been built on a cleared area of limestone 

and then entirely covered by a mound. The diameter of the chamber (Al. 39.4-5, Al. J 8) 

Is given as 8.05m at Im depth from the pre-excavation surface; the diameter at floor level is 

greater. The vault had collapsed. The floor was made of compacted earth that had been laid to 

level the sharply uneven surface of the bedrock. The surviving height of the chamber is at most 
3.3m. The stomion is 4.9m long, and the dromos about 6m (Al. 39.7) - the shortness of the 

dromos depending on the diameter of the mound, which should be about 30m. Both stomion 

and dromos are made of neatly fitted drystones, and the mound itself is largely of limestone 

boulders. The outer end of the dromos was defined by a drystone construction (Al. 39.7), 

about 60cm high, that turned out to be part of a low peribolos around the mound. This 

peribolos was one of three stone 'boundaries' or perhaps layers within the mound: further 

investigation may be required to ascertain whether the mound is formed In layers like 14: Ayos 

loännis Papoülia or mound 2 at Vranä in Attika. The width of the dromos at the edge of the 

mound is 3m and narrows to 2.35m at the stomion. The stomion Is 3.6m tall at its highest, but 

only 2.85m at Its outside facade; its width varies from 1.8m at floor level to 1.45m at the 

height of the lintel. Of the lintels, only one survived in situ, its dimensions 2m x 1.6m x 45cm. 

Seen from the dromos, the facade of the stomion presents the characteristic appearance of two 

parastades and a narrowing toward the top. It was blocked by well-constructed walls at both 

ends (Al. 39.6) which, added to the peribolos wall at the end of the dromos, make for three 

closing walls for the whole entrance. The walling at the outside end of the stomion reached to 

the full apparent height of 2.85m and was composed of blocks considerably less regularly laid 

than the neatly cut parastades It fit between. No apparent succession of building phases was 

noted for this wall. The walling of the chamber entrance' survived to 1.5m In height, was 1.3m 

thick, and its width varied from 1.8m below to 1.6m above. The floor of the stomion was 

continuous with that of the chamber, of the same compacted earth. 

The dromos of tholos 2 runs roughly east whereas the dromos of the first runs roughly west. 
Tholos 2 Is largely unexcavated; Its chamber has not been opened, although there has been a 
little work on the stomion. Today its most visible feature is a large lintel in situ, resting on top of 

'The data given here are taken from Hatzf (1985,105). They refer to the 'rl EI; wTEptia 8thvepi1 
4EpoXtOt&'. As all other details seem to make it clear that it is the Inmost wall that Is being referred to, I 
can only assume that the '4' In 'e ovvEpu cf' is a misprint for 'a'. 
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the walls of the stomion on what is now the ground surface (A1.. ir9.9). Trials In the stomion In 
1986 suggested it would be about 3.6m long. 

One of the two circular constructions, that 40m to the north of tholos 1 was excavated 
(A1.. T9.10). Its outer diameter was 2.3m, Inner diameter 1.5m, and so Its walls were 

substantial In thickness, but seem not to have been higher than 10cm. The floor was formed of 

a layer of white pebbles, under which was a pit 50cm deep. Finds showed that this construction 

was a hearth (below). There are no details of the possible cist found nearby, save that it was 

walled on three sides. The second, unexcavated, circular construction appears to be of the same 
diameter as the first (possibly Al. . 99.11). The stone arc Is also unexcavated; it Is about 8m to 
1Om in diameter. 

Finds: the finds from the excavation were not spectacular (the intrusion by robbers in May 

1983 may not have been very successful in terms of material). The upper layers of the 

chamber contained late Mycenaean pottery mixed with later material and (presumably) the 

construction material of the collapsed chamber. The material from the floor of the chamber 
included human bone in fragments and Mycenaean pottery, but extremely broken up, 

seemingly without recognisable contexts. This lower fill Included fragments of two alabastra 

noted as LHIIA, and parts of two piriform jars. 

The earliest sherds of the tomb were found on the floor of the dromos, where along with 

pottery of LHI-IIIA date there were examples of'adriatic' ware. Two types of fill were noted In 

the dromos, but the findspots of the pottery were not described In relation to these fills. The 

early pottery Is mostly Vafiö cup fragments. The sherds found In the stomion are not described, 

save that they included both decorated and undecorated types, and were Mycenaean. Worked 

and unworked flint and obsidian were also noted in the dromos and stomion, along with the 

ubiquitous clay spindles and In the dromos the head of a clay Idol (perhaps LHIIIAI In date). 

In all areas of fill, dromos, stomion and chamber, the excavator noted plentiful evidence for 

flint and obsidian working. A few examples of completed artefacts were recovered, but sifting 

of fills resulted in the collection of a considerable amount of flint and obsidian debitage. The 

presence of unworked flakes is especially interesting, indicating that either the raw material was 

worked in the tomb, or that the debitage was brought thither from elsewhere (perhaps close by 

outside). Flint considerably outnumbered obsidian but the latter seems to have been present In 

significant amounts and in all deposits. The floor of the chamber, formed of stamped earth to 
fill the natural hollows in the limestone bedrock, was excavated in places to reveal fills of burned 
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material again containing flint and obsidian waste. This may be regarded as a kind of foundation 

deposit. 

Finds from trials in the stomion of tholos 2 are not closely described, but included early 

Mycenaean ceramic. In the pit of the first circular construction were bone, charcoal, sherds and 

flint. Trial trenches in the general vicinity found further Mycenaean pottery, animal bones, tiles, 

charcoal and further flint debris. From the circular arc of stones more flint debris and coarse 

pottery were found. 

Chronology: while deposits in the chamber of tholos 1 are quite severely disrupted, the 

presence of LHI and LHII pottery suggests an early date for the construction of this tomb, most 

likely at the end of LHI. There is no reason to believe the construction date of tholos 2 should 

be any different. The two circular constructions, however, might easily be related to later cult 

activity at the site; this is not certain, however, and they might well be relics of Mycenaean 

practices rarely sought at other tholos sites. 

Comments: none. 
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A 1.39.2. Psari: view west 
from Metsiki hill. 

A 1.39.3. Psäri: view north 
fron Metsiki hill. 

A 1.39.4. (Below) Psiri: 
tholos tomb 1. Tholos 
during excavation. After 
Hatzi 1982, plate 86ß. 
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A 1.39.5. Psäri: tholos tomb 1. Chamber A 1.39.6. Ps3ri: tholos tomb I. Blocking wall of 
from above during excavation. After Hatzi stomion. After Hatzi 1985, plate 35a. 
1984b, plate 27y. 

A 1.39.7. Psäri tholos tomb 1. Mound, dromos, stomion, and blocking wall at end of drones,. Stilt: 2w. 
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A 1.39.8. Psiri tholos tomb I: interior and walling. 
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Al . 39.10. Psäri: hearth. After Hatzi 1983, plate 57c. 
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Filiaträ Ayos Hristoföros 40 
1: 200,000 map reference: Approximately -2°6'30"e 37°8'20"n Messinfa. 

Description: tholos tomb. 

Directions: McDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1969,132, illustration 3: 22L). 

References: Catling 1985,25; McDonald & Hope Simpson (1969,135); Hope Simpson 81 
Dickinson (1979,148). 

Publication: no excavation report (newspaper report). 

Excavation: no information. 

Setting: no information. 

Architecture: no information (tholos tomb). 

Finds: no information. 

Chronology: LHII-III. 

Comments: the newspaper Rizospastis, on 11 October 1984, under the heading 

'Archaeological finds at Filiaträ', reports the following: 

Important archaeological finds of the 141' and 151 centuries BC came to light during 
work to open a country road in the region of Ayos Hristoföros near Filiaträ. The 
study that followed the first finds uncovered part of a Cyclopaean wall and a circular 
construction that Is In all probability a tholos tomb. A whole settlement of the 
Mycenaean period has probably been discovered'. 

The newspaper report conveys no further information, and to my knowledge no other report of 

this site has appeared. The settlement is presumably that visited by McDonald ex Hope- 

' This cutting Is preserved in the Library of the British School at Athens. 
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Simpson, and reported by them as a large middle helladic and LHIII site. The dates reported in 

the newspaper should presumably be translated to LHII-III. 
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Filiatra Stomion 41 
1: 200,000 map reference: -2^08'30"e 37.11'10"n Messinfa. 

Description: trial trenches by the Eforeia of Olimbla In the wake of construction work revealed 
MH habitation and a burial. 

Directions: said to be 600m west of the Kiparissfa to Pilos road and three kilometres north- 
northwest of Fillaträ. 

References: Hatzi-Spiliopoi. ilou (1991) for the excavation, and short notices in 

; 4pxazoAoyc, rövdeAr7öv (Hatzi at Kokotäki 1985; Hatzi 1986a, 1987b); McDonald at 
Hope Simpson (1969,133-4) with a map; and Hope Simpson & Dickinson (1979,149). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated over several short seasons by the Eforfa. 

Setting: the settlement is located very close to the shore above the outlet of the Filiaträ river 
into the sea (McDonald 81 Hope Simpson 1969, illustration 4; Al. 41.1). 

Architecture: the single excavated grave was located amidst the remains of settlement, mainly 

of the MH period (principally MHII with several subphases). The excavations uncovered a burial 

in a pit of a strongly contracted adult female, one hand at her jaw, the other on her stomach. A 

layer of beach pebbles had covered (and marked? ) the grave, and there was a small pile of 

stones near her feet (A1.41.2) 

Finds: No artefacts were found with the burial. 

Chronology: sherds above the burial were said to have been late MH, those below it very early 
MH. 

Comments: the settlement remains consisted of rectangular buildings with stone foundations 

50cm or 60cm wide. More than one MH phase is represented; finds were made of millstones, 
blades of obsidian, and pottery. 
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A1.41.2. St6mion: exc. nsited renmins of buildings and (left) middle helladic grave. After Hatzi- 
Spiliopoülou 1991, figure 2. 
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Kaplan! 
1: 200,000 map reference: Kapläni is -1 °52'e 36°49'n Messinfa. 

Description: two tholos tombs. 

Directions: 'on the summit of Vfgla between Kapläni and Zizäni'. 

References: Arapoyiänni (1992,1993,1996); Pariente (1994,715). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

42 

Excavation: one of the tombs was attacked by illicit excavators; In response an excavation, 

concentrating on the second tomb, was carried out by the Eforfa over two months in 1993. 

Setting: Vigla is described as an Isolated and inaccessible hill. This appears to be an upland 

setting. The tombs were close to each other. 

Architecture: the diameter of the chamber of the excavated tomb (A1.42.1) varies from 

5.3m to 5.5m and the surviving height is 2.2m (Al. 42.2). The construction material consists 

of flat stones. The floor contained a single cist or pit grave, 1.52m long, 30cm wide, and 
20cm deep. The stomion is extremely narrow (40cm wide) at the entrance, and 1.65m high 

and about 2.7m long (Al. 42.3). The stomion is wider at the dromos end, and was blocked by 

a stone wall. The dromos follows on directly from the stomion (so there is no facade), is 5.7m 

long, and stone lined throughout. A single lintel survived at the inner end of the stomion, 1.7m 

x 90cm x 20cm. The other tomb is said to be similar in architecture to the first. 

Finds: the finds are described as poor and fragmentary, and included scraps of gold, four gold 

rosettes, and several beads. The cast contained two articulated skeletons, lying extended with the 
head of each at the feet of the other. 

Chronology: LHIIA, but the finds have not yet been studied. 

Comments: I assume this site is not that recorded by McDonald 8t Hope-Simpson as 'Aylos 
Nikolaos (Exochikon)' (1969,154). 
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A1.42.1. Kapl3nl, excavated tholos tomb. Plan and section after Arapoyl3nni 1993, plan 2-3. 
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A 1.42.2. (Above) 
KapI ni excavated tholos 
tomb. Chamber and 
stomion. After 
ArapoyiLnni 1996. 

A 1.42.3. (Left) Kapuni 
excavated tholos tomb. 
Dromos and stornion. 
After Arapoyiinni 1993, 
plate 1 401;. 
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Kato Samiko Klidhi 43 
1: 200,000 map reference: -2^7'30"e, 37^33'n Ilia. 

Description: cemetery group of four or five mounds and one or two tholos tombs. 

Directions: The directions given by MacDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1961,230) and repeated 
by Hope Simpson az Dickinson (1979,101) are a little misleading: the site is not near the Kato 

Samtkö railway station. The isolated hill Klidhf Is visible from the national road on the west 

about 1 km or 2km south of Käto Samikd, and it can be easily recognised not only from 

published photographs (for example, Al . 411), but also because it is the only hill to rise above 

the coastal plain on that side of the road. Leaving the road at Käto Samikd, travel toward the 

railway station there, cross the tracks and follow the road until a junction is reached. Turn left 

into a criss-crossing network of farm tracks in the coastal plain. The hill is clearly visible. 

References: Yalodris (1965); Papakonstandinou (1981,1982,1983); L61os (1985,216- 

217a); MacDonald 8t Hope Simpson (1961,230); Hope Simpson & Dickinson (1979,101). 

Publication: short final (mound A); short preliminary (Klidhi cemetery). 

Excavation: the first area of the prehistoric cemetery at Klidht to be excavated we may call 

mound A; it was excavated by the Eforfa in 1954, at which time there was no evidence of 

other burial structures. Four other burial structures and a tholos tomb were excavated by the 
Eforfa in 1981,1982 and 1983. These excavations remain incomplete and the exposed areas 

are suffering badly from erosion. 

Setting: Klidhf is a jagged akropolis rising sharply out of the coastal plain a very short distance 

from the sea (Al. 4... 2, A1.474); the surrounding landscape is barely above sea level. 

Surface survey on the akropolis showed material of early, middle and late helladic types; there Is 

also a'cyclopaean' wall (Al. 4.7.2 right), which Is said to run from the top to the akropolis east 
Into the plain and up to the nearby classical akropolis of Samikon, dating to late MH or early 
LH. The main group of excavated mounds lies at the eastern foot of the akropolis (Al. 419), 

very slightly above the level of the surrounding plain; the other excavated tomb (mound A) lies 

about 200m to the north of this (Al. 431). It Is said by McDonald 8t Hope Simpson to be 
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situated on a 'large tumulus ca. 50 m. In diameter and ca. 5 m. In preserved height', although 
It Is difficult to confirm this today: the site Is currently part of a citrus grove. 

Architecture: 

Mound A 

The architecture consists of a peribolos wall, up to 60cm high and 50cm wide, surviving only in 

an arc of about 2m (about one eighth of the circuit), but whose remains were traced for most 

of the original outline (Al. 4. T. 3). The walling Is said to be of medium to large stones; a 
'significant' number of stones was found in the fill of the mound. The Inner diameter of the 

complete circuit should be 5.5m. The greatest damage to the structure had occurred to the 

south, where the landowner had dug into It, Its form before excavation Is described as 
'horseshoe-shaped'. 

The excavator interpreted the remains as a funerary mound with stone peribolos (much as 
46: Makrisia). Korres (1976b, 363) suggested that this mound and the tomb at 46: Makrfsia 

were better interpreted as tholos tombs. The resolution of this question depends on the 
Interpretation of the deposits as much as the architecture, and so will be discussed below. 

Mound I 

The architecture of this and the other recently excavated mounds Is barely described In the 

preliminary reports. It consists of a stone peribolos surrounding an Internal diameter of 5.4m 

(A1.4. T 10-11). The peribolos would appear to be about 50cm thick and made of largish 

stones. Two circular constructions were apparently built inside this peribolos, although these are 

neither described nor illustrated. 

Mound 2 

There is no information on the architecture of this mound (A1.4.7.12). Three cast graves lay in 

a spoked fashion, running from the centre of the mound to the edge. The largest had two built 

altars at each end; a third built altar was located outside another of the cists. All the cast graves 

were covered by slabs. 
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Mound 3 

There Is again little Information about the architecture of the mound, although a stone 
periphery Is mentioned. There was a central cist grave, said to be the largest of all those In the 

cemetery, and covered by three slabs. It was compared In form to the central construction In 

the mound at 14: Ayos loännis Papoülia. 

Mound 4 

Excavation is incomplete; the mound may have contained a cist grave. 

Tholos tomb (mound 5) 

The tholos was covered by a mound retained by a low stone peribolos 14.6m In diameter. The 

tholos Is 5.65m in diameter, surviving in height to 2.4m, its wall 60cm thick (Al. 4.7.14). It 

had apparently not been interfered with since its collapse, and the many stones that had fallen 

were found in the fill. The dromos and stomion, to the east and passing under the farm track, 

remain unexcavated. There were three grave pits in the floor, which was strewn with gravel, and 
three 'shaft graves'. 

Finds: 

Mound A 

The positions of various graves and bone groups is shown on the plan (Al. 4.7.3), but the 
description of the stratigraphy is unclear. The stippled features in the plan represent 'bands of 

crumbly sandstone'; otherwise the fill of the tomb was sandy earth. Many stones were found in 

the fill of the mound The graves and finds shown on the plan were not all found at the same 
level: the depth of each is shown on the plan. Thus graves 6,7 and 131, located next to each 

other in the north section of the tomb, were found at depths of 70cm, 1m and 1.2m 

respectively. 

' The numbering on the plan is thus: A=1, B=2, r=3, A=4, E=5, ET=6, Z=7, H-8, ®09, I=10, 
IA=11, IB=12, Ir=13, IA=14. 
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I two long bones at a depth of 50cm. 
2a few long bones and a cup at a depth of 1.1 m. 
3a few long bones and a dipper and a cup at a depth of 1 m, on top of the crumbly sandstone. 
4a few long bones with an alabastron, a cup, part of a cup, a clay spindle and the handle of a 

bronze knife, all at a depth of 70cm. 
5 this grave had been disturbed by the actions of the landowner. Five long bones, an amphora 

recently broken, a cup and two clay spindles were found at a depth of 70cm. 
6a few long bones and a dipper at a depth of 70cm. 
7 long bones, partly articulated, with a steatite spindle, at a depth of I m. At the same depth on 

the nearby section of crumbly sandstone, a skull Is perhaps associated with this grave. 
8 long bones with a dipper, a cup and fragments of an alabastron at a depth of 70cm; also 

fragments of the amphora from grave 5; AI. 4J. 6. 
9a few long bones with a ewer and a kylix or goblet at a depth of 70cm, on the crumbly 

sandstone band; Al. 4J. 6. 
10 a few long bones with a Vafid cup, a dipper and an amphora at a depth of 70cm, on the 

crumbly sandstone; A 1.4.. 6. 
11 many bones associated with a one-handled kylix or goblet at a depth of 70cm on the crumbly 

band; Al. 4J6. 
12 this pit was 95cm deep and originally covered with slabs; a ewer and a rhyton were found 

inside, but no skeleton. 
13 some bones and an amphora at a depth of 1.2m. 
14 a supine articulated skeleton at depth of 1.34m. At the right shoulder, a Vaflb cup, a two- 

handled amphora and two fragments of 'tile'; A1.1. T7 . 

Table A 1.43.1. Grave contexts from Mound A. 

Isolated items found in the tomb outside these contexts included an alabastron, two cups, and a 

dipper; sherds are reported throughout. A selection of finds, as displayed in the museum at 

Olimbia, is shown in Al 418. 

Mound I 

One of the circular constructions contained two contracted skeletons and no artefacts, the other 

one contracted skeleton and no artefacts. In the north part of the mound, a child's grave 

without artefacts was covered by small stones and parts of pithos, the head being covered by a 

larger stone. Two pots were found close to the peribolos, which their excavator took as 

evidence of tomb cult. 

Mound 2 

In the largest cist there were two articulated skeletons and other disarticulated bones, along with 

three pots, a whetstone and some arrowheads. Outside a Vafiö cup and a dipper were 

associated with the 'altars'. Another cist contained disarticulated bones and three pots, a bronze 

knife, obsidian arrowheads and clay spindles. Five other groups of bones and three more pots 
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were found near the top of this cist. The third cist was damaged by construction works, but 

contained at least one articulated skeleton (Al. 4. T. 13). A fourth cist contained two contracted 
skeletons along with a kantharos and an amforiskos, a flint blade and a clay spindle 
(Al. 4.7.12). Remains of other burials were noted. 

Mound 3 

There was at least one pithos burial in this mound, containing a law and some teeth near Its 

opening. A piece of'adriatic ware' pottery was associated with it. Within the central cist there 

were two contracted skeletons with a ewer and a cup. The upper strata of the mound contained 

many Val`16 cup fragments. 

Mound 4 

No information. 

Tholos tomb (mound 5) 

The upper fill of the tholos contained MH and EH sherds, along with the remains of the clay 

capping of the tomb. Seven burials were found on (or above) the floor; the three pits contained 

mixed disarticulated bones; of the three 'shaft graves', one contained a skeleton with worked 
boars' tusks lying around the skull, while there Is no Information on the others. At least 70 pots 

were found (Al. 43 14), In ten different shapes, along with a bronze tweezers, bronze wire, 
bronze rivets coming originally from a knife, sealstones, a sard necklace, clay and stone spindles, 

obsidian arrowheads and blades, and flint artefacts. Two Intact and articulated burials remain on 
the floor today (1996; A1.4. ß15), decaying and barely protected by corrugated Iron sheets 
that have damaged the skulls. 

Chronology: 

Mound A 

Each pot was treated Individually by the excavator In the final publication, and assigned a 
chronology; this has been revised by Ldlos. The early pottery ranges in date from MHIII to 
LHI1, and the latest Items date to LHIIIA2-B. The finds from grave 12 are clearly late (LHIIIA 
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according to Yialoüris); other late graves are number 9 and possibly 7 (this only on the basis of 
a late date for a steatite spindle) and 8. 

Mound I 

The artefacts associated with the periboios are LHIIB In date, but otherwise there is no 

chronological evidence. 

Mound 2 

All of the pottery recovered from the various burials is MHIII In date, except for the two items 

associated with one of the altars, dated LHII. 

Mound 3 

The two items In the cist are MHIII in date; the pithos is undated, but the associated adriatic 

ware sherd is presumably MH In date. 

Mound 4 

No information. 

Tholos tomb (mound 5) 

Items recovered from the tholos are dated from LHI to LHIIIA2. 

Comments: there is little to be said about the results of the recent excavations since so little Is 

known of them. 

The nature of 'mound A' Is open to question. As noted already, Its excavator believed it to be 

a small burial mound with a low stone peribolos, while Korres has suggested it might be a tholos 

tomb. Only a small part of the wall was in situ, and a stomion and dromos could easily have 

been located at the southern, damaged part of the mound. The excavator noted the presence of 

a large number of stones in the fill that might conceivably be the remnant of a collapsed vault. 
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The main evidence lies not In the architecture, but In the nature of the deposits In the mound. 
Of the up to fifteen Individuals represented In the mound, only two skulls survive. Most graves 

consist of mixed long bones, predominantly of the lower parts of the body, and few seem to be 

the remnant of Intact skeletons, but rather a result of post-Inhumation disarticulation. While It Is 

not impossible that these bones were buried as disarticulated heaps In their own grave pits dug 

into the surface of the mound, in fact these kind of deposits are much more easily formed In 

tholos tombs. It is within the chamber of the tholos that the opportunity exists for bones to be 

disarticulated, mixed and perhaps buried in pits. The chamber of the tholos also provides the 

arena where an action like the concerted removal and relocation of skulls can easily take place; 
it Is much less easy that to imagine each individual burial In a mound being exhumed, the bones 

mixed up, and skulls removed. Moreover, the presence of a few Individual pots not associated 

with burial, explained by the excavator as due to the action of tomb robbers, is perhaps more 

easily explained in the context of a tholos chamber than in the context of the matrix of a 

mound. I therefore agree with Korres that this tomb likely represents a tholos tomb. 

Having come to this conclusion, one ought examine the other mounds In the cemetery In the 

same light. Mound 5 Is already recognised as a tholos tomb, and was so before it was excavated 
in depth: the excavator was therefore competent to judge between tholol and stone peribolol. 
Moreover, the peribolol of the other mounds seem to be complete circles, thus ruling out the 

presence of a stomion and dromos. Finally the presence of cast graves In each of the mounds 

mitigates against the mounds being tholos tombs, as these are not found In tholos 5, in mound 
A, nor In tholos tombs generally. It also seems clear from published photographs that these are 

not tholos tombs. 

The similarity and proximity of the architecture is however striking. If mound A Is a tholos 

tomb, Its construction date must be as early as any other, in MHIII, while the (perhaps better 

built) example of mound 5 must be LHI at the latest. The other graves are also MHIII 

constructions, suggesting that over a relatively short period those using the cemetery sought to 
build circular tombs of different kinds. The presence of multiple burial In the large cists of these 

mounds Is also a link In terms of burial practices between the mounds and the tholol. 

The late 'grave' 12 In mound A was reported as a grave, the excavator explaining the lack of 
bones as due to the corrosive effect of water. The two items found In the pit were a rhyton and 

a ewer, and so lacking a corpse perhaps a better explanation Is that the pit was dug for cult 
reasons in LHIIIA, the ewer and rhyton used in a libation ceremony. The floor of the tholos, If 
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such it be, at that time may already have risen through the filtering of sand into the tomb 

through the interstices in the walling of the tholos. 

The evidence of LHII pottery found at the 'altars' in mounds 1&2 is also of interest. At that 

time tholos 5 and mound A were still in use, while the other mounds were generally out of use; 

the activity at the 'altars' shows that the mounds and their content were still woven into the 

understandings of those using the monuments. 

c'JQo, 

A I. 43.1. General view of Kato Saniiko Klidhi from classical Saniikon. [he prehistoric akropolis is visible 
amid the surrounding coastal plain, with the middle helladic cemetery on its eastern slopes and mound A 

to the north. After Papakonstandinou 1981, plate 85a. 
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A 1.43.3. Käto Samikö Klidhi: plan of mound A. After Yialoüris 1965, plan 1. 
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A 1.43.4. 
Kito Samikö 
Klidhi: 
akropolis from 

mound A. 
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A 1.43.5. 
Kato Samik6 
Klidhi: mound 
A. 

A 1.43.6. 
Kato Samikd 
Klidhi: 

excavation of 
graves H, O, I 
&IA. After 
Yialoüris 
1965, plate 
5ß. 
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A1.43.7. Kato Samikö Klidhi: mound A, grave IA. Afici YiA. ui is 1965, plates 5y 81 56. 
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A1 . 43.8. Kato Samiko Klidhi: rinds from mound A on display in the museum at Olimbia. 

A 1.43.9. Kato Samikd Klidhi: 

excavated area of MH cemetery. 
Tholos tomb on left, marked by 
Lee, mounds to right. 
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A 1.43.10. Käto Samikö Klidhi: mound I. After Papakonstandinou 198 1, plate 850. 

A 1.43.1 1. Käto Samik6 
Klidhi: mound 1 in 1994. 

A 1.43.12. KSto Samik6 
Klidhi: mound 2, graves X 
81 XI. After 
Papakonstandinou 198 I, 
plate 86a. 
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A1.43.12. Kato Samikö Klidhi: mound 2, grave IV. After Papakonstandinou 1982, plate 83. 
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A1 . 43.13. Kato Samikb Klidhi: mound 
2, grave III. After Papakonstandinou 
1981, plate 86ß. 
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A 1.43.14. Kato Samikö Klidhi: finds from tholos to nib. After Papakonstandinou 1983, plate 56ß. 

A 1.43.15. Kito Samikö 
Klidhi: tholos interior in 1994. 
Corrugated iron covers intact 
burials on floor. 
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A 1.43.14. Käto Samikö Klidhi: tholo. s101111) (mound 5). Alm ftip. ikonstandinou 1983, plate 56a. 



Ka kovatos 
1: 200,000 map reference: -2^4'15"e 37^27'30"n Ilia. 

Description: three tholos tombs near to 'palatial' akropoiis site. 

44 

Directions: driving north along the main coastal highway from Pulos to Pirgos, turn right onto 
the road for Kalidona. The site is signposted left shortly after this. The site Is fenced. 

References: Dörpfeld (1907,1908,1913); finds published by Müller (1909); McDonald ar 
Hope Simpson (1961,230-231); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson (1979,101-102). 

Publication: detailed preliminary. 

Excavation: the three tholoi were excavated over two seasons In 1907 and 1908. 

Setting: Kak6vatos lies on the sweeping coast of Ilia (A1.44.1), roughly equidistant between 

Olimbia to the north and the Soulima Valley sites to the south. The area encompasses a fertile 

coastal plain (Al. 44.3) and Includes a little to the north the site of 43: Käto Samikö. The low 

hill or akropolis on which the Kakövatos site Is located is one of a chain along the east edge of 
the coastal plain, and the land Is more mountainous further east (Al. 44.4-5). 

Dörpfeld located an large non-funerary site In addition to three tholos tombs. He excavated a 

number of rooms, Including one with storage pithol and one corner of walling that was built of 
large stone blocks (Al. 44.6). Until the excavation of 24: Englian6s beginning in 1939, this site 

was thought to be the Homeric Pylos, as Dörpfeld himself argued; the site remains one of the 

most enigmatic of this western province, partly because the akropolis excavations were not 

published in as detailed a fashion as the tholos tombs. When they visited the site, McDonald at 
Hope Simpson defined an inhabited area 90m x 200m. 

The three tholos tombs are located to the northwest of the akropolis (Al. 44.2), on what 
Dörpfeld suggests, quite reasonably, was the main route from the sea and plain to the akropolis. 
Each Is at a different level, tomb C being almost at the level of the akropolis, B lower, and A at 
the lowest level. The dromol all point roughly south, and it may be that they all ended on a 
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route to the akropolis. Today the natural route to the akropolis Is directly behind tombs A ez B. 

Tomb C was recently filled In and covered with a private driveway. 

Architecture: all three tombs had collapsed long before excavation commenced. In addition, 

they had been victim of quarrying for stone by locals In comparatively recent times. Thus today 

the two visible tholoi are almost bereft of walling, some of which stood up to 7m tall until not 
long before excavations, according to Dörpfeld's information. 

Tomb A 

The chamber is 12.12m In diameter (plan and section, A1.44.7-8). The cutting Into the 

ground for the chamber was 13.5m In diameter, 2.5m Into the ground toward the stomion, 
but 5.5m Into the ground at the back. The walling is of flat limestone slabs with earth In the 

Interstices Interpreted as a kind of clay mortar by Dörpfeld. He thought that the vault might not 
have been built on the usual principle because the stones seemed to turn Inward and downward, 

and he thought the roof might have been more of a true vault than a corbel. The condition of 

the stones might, however, be explained by Inward pressure from the mass of the earth, and in 

any case it Is recognised that the stones of tholol tend to slant downward (Cavanagh 8t Laxton 

1981). The thickness of the wall varied between 75cm and 1.1 m (Al. 44.9). 

The stomion (AI. 44.10), as usual, was built of slightly larger stones, 2.25m wide and 4.85m 

long (deep); one surviving lintel fragment was of pebble conglomerate. The stomion was 
blocked with a wall of rounded pebbles surviving to 1m in height, 2.75m deep (into the 

chamber). The dromos was unwalled, 8m long, 3m wide at the facade, 2.5m wide at the 

outside. There was a pit In the chamber to the right of the entrance, 2m x 70cm x1m, perhaps 

originally covered with slabs found nearby. 

Tomb B 

The diameter of the chamber is about 9m, and Its floor was paved with slabs of limestone In 

rectangular, triangular and trapezoidal shapes, which had mostly survived In situ (Al. 44.14; 

plan, A1.44.13). The chamber wall varied in thickness from 55cm to 80cm and the cutting In 

the rock was 10.6m in diameter, 3m to 4m deep. Quarrying had badly damaged the tomb, 

and removed the stomion completely. The dromos was unwalled, and any remains of a blocking 

wall in the stomion went with the stomion. 
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Tomb C 

This had also suffered very much from recent quarrying. Only two areas of walling, 60cm high, 

survived. The diameter of the chamber was estimated at 10.1 Sm to 10.35m. There was a pit 

right of the entrance, dimensions 2m x 75cm c 50cm (A1.44.16; plan Al. 44.15). 

Finds: 

Tomb A 

The pit seems to have been largely bereft of finds: Dörpfeld mentions two sherds. The floor of 
the chamber was strewn with finds in a clay and sand layer up to 15cm thick. Müller reports up 
to 10,000 sherds found in tomb A. There is little contextual information, but finds Included 

many items of gold, such as a toad and an owl, beads, rings, cutouts and much gold foil. An 

Iron ring, some silver and bronze, up to five hundred pieces of amber, much ivory, faience and 

wood are also reported. Weaponry seems rare in this tomb: one bronze and 40 flint 

arrowheads, two broken blades, and some worked boars' tusks from the familiar helmets. 

Fifteen complete or mended palace style jars were found in the chamber, along with fragments 

(Al. 44.11-12); one was found In the dromos. One or two fragments of Vafib cups were 

collected from the dromos and the chamber (these were Identified by L61os, who suggested that 

they are intrusive in these contexts: 1985,214). Very little skeletal material was collected 
from the floor level: at least one individual was identified. Two others were found higher In the 
fill, without any accompanying items, but below the much higher Roman burials. 

Tomb B 

Finds from the tomb were less spectacular than A, In a layer of sand just above the floor. These 

included gold discs and seashell shapes, lapis lazuli, four glass beads, faience fragments, a 
21.6cm long bronze needle covered in gold, and a sword 92cm long with a decorated handle. 

There were two palace style jars in the chamber and one was recovered from the dromos. 
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Tomb C 

The pit contained some material, such as gold foil compressed in one corner. The tomb 

generally contained a few items such as gold and amethyst beads and some amber. One palace 

style jar and fragments of others were found within. 

Chronology: The chronological relationship between the tholol and the akropolis site Is 

obscure; much of the pottery from the 1908 excavations on the akropolis Is LHIIIB, according 
to McDonald st Hope Simpson, and the tholol themselves seem to be securely LHIIA In date 
(L61os 1985,213-215), with little to suggest any other period of use. 

Comments: the site of Kakövatos Is In such a sorry state of preservation today that it Is difficult 

to bracket it mentally with such sites as 35: Peristeriä, 24: Englian6s or Indeed Mycenae. Several 

circumstances make it very comparable to these sites. The first is the relationship between the 
tholol and the non-domestic buildings nearby. Dörpfeld rightly pointed out that the tholol are 

on a route from the plain up to whatever was to be found on the akropolis. The second Is the 

scale of the tholol: they belong with the most monumental of early tholol In terms of scale. A 

third circumstance may seem to be content, although the richness of the finds Is at least partly 
due to the accident of preservation. 

The apparently closed nature of the deposits in the tombs Is difficult to understand, given the 
longevity of use of the site. Each tomb seems to have been constructed at about the same time, 

around the start of LHIIA or perhaps at the end of LHI, and deposition seems to have ceased 
before the end of LHIIA. Dörpfeld's description of the stratigraphy of tombs A&B, where 
finds seem to have been restricted to a noticeable layer 10cm to 15cm thick on the floor, 

suggests that later Interference was minimal (Roman burials took place much higher In the fill). 
The general paucity of skeletal evidence also tends to suggest that the tombs were not regularly 
reused. Given that occupation seems to have continued at the site (or, if interrupted, the site 
was reoccupied long before the end of the Mycenaean period), the most reasonable conclusion 
in the face of the evidence is that the tombs collapsed fairly soon after construction. The noted 
thinness of the walls hints that, monumental as they are, these tombs may not have been well 
designed. A single incident such as an earthquake may have brought both A 8t B down. Tomb 
C, where Dörpfeld said he could not recognise any stratigraphy, might have lasted a little longer 

or been used more Intensively. In no tomb, however, Is there a clear suggestion of use beyond 
LHIIA. 
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The slab pavement of B is unique (paralleled by some of the protogeornetric tombs of 

30: Nih6ria, as Pelon points out: 1976,352). Pelon suggests it was an 'expensive' feature not 

to be repeated. Dörpfeld did not search under all of this floor for other evidence. 

The contrast between this site and 43: Kjto Samikö a little to the north could not be greater. 
Here we have an instance of monumental tomb building as a strategy in sacralising the landscape 

near a particular building complex. At Samikö the tombs are all much smaller in scale, and the 

tholos tomb(s) come at the end of a longer period of funerary activities; it represented the 

continuing use of an older cemetery in a newer form. The landscape at Samikö was already 

sacred through years of tradition. 
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A 1.44.1. Kakövatos: location of excavations (tholoi marked A, B 8z Q. After Dörpfeld 1907, VIII. 



A 1.44.3. Kakdvatos: view 
northwest from akropolis to 
coastal plain and sea. 

A 1.44.4. Kakdvatos: view 
northeast from akropolis 
inland. 

697 

A 1.44.2. Kakövatos: view of thofos tombs from excavations on akropolis. Positions of tombs marked A, B 
8z C. After Dörpfeld 1908, plate XV. 



A 1.44.5. Kakdvatos: 
view southeast from 
akropolis. 

A 1.44.6. Kakövatos: 
monumental masonry 
on akropolis. Scale: 
1m. 

GRAB A 

A 1.44.7. Kakövatos: tholos tomb A. Section, after Dörpfeld 1908, figure 3. 
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A 1.44.8. Kakdvatos: tholos tomb A. 
Plan after Dörpfeld 1908, figure 2. 

A 1.44.9. Kakdvatos: tholos tomb A. 
Chamber during excavation. After 
Dörpfeld 1908, plate XVI-2. 
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A 1.44.10. Kakövatos: tholos tomb A. Stomion from chamber, during excavation. After Dörpfeld 1908, 
plate XVI-1. 

A 1.44.1 I. Kakövatos: tholos tomb A. PuI 
.e style jars numbers 2 8z 8, found during excavation. After 

Müller 1909, plate XVIII. 
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A1.44.12. Kakövatos: tholos tomb A. Palace style jars numbers 12 8i 13 from the excavation. After Müller 1909, 
plate XX. 

A 1.44.13. Kakdvatos: tholos tomb B. Plan 
after Dörpfeld 1908, figure 4. 
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A 1.44.15. Kak6vatos: 
tholos tomb C. Plan 
after Dörpfeld 1908, 
figure 5. 
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Al . 
44.14. Kakövatos: tholos tomb B after excavation, showing paved floor. After Doi pfcld 1908, plate 

XVII-2. 
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Makrisia: Arnokataraho 45 
1: 200,000 map reference: Makrisla is -2.7'e 37.37'n Ilia. 

Description: rectangular built grave. 

Directions: near the hill 'Babes', about 1 km west of the village of the same name or 1 km east 

of Makrisla. 

References: Yialoüris (1968,177); Hope Simpson & Dickinson (1979,99-100); for full 

references see Siriopoülou 1995,208. 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

Setting: near the hill 'Babes', on the left bank of the Alfefos river. 

Architecture: 'a destroyed rectangular built grave', presumably a cist grave with stone-built 

walls. 

Finds: 'LHII vases'; a dagger found nearby might have come from the tomb. 

Chronology: LHII. 

Comments: the tomb was discovered and broken into by villagers before it was seen by 

Ylaloüris, who did not excavate It. There Is no other published Information. 
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Makrisia: Profitis Iljas 
1: 200,000 map reference: Makrfsla is -2.7'e 37.37'n Ilia. 

Description: LHI burial mound. 

46 

Directions: 'an akropolis 700m west of Makrisia village', 100m southeast of the church of 
Profitis Iljas. 

References: Themelis (1968a, 1968b); Papathanas6poulos (1970); L61os (1985,218- 

219a); McDonald & Hope Simpson (1961,229; 1969,130); Hope Simpson & Dickinson 

(1979,99). 

Publication: short final. 

Excavation: the tomb was discovered by local children who dug Into it and destroyed much of 

the evidence. It was excavated in a single day by Themelis. 

Setting: akropolis site; survey suggests occupation of the whole hilltop In the MH and LHIII 

periods. 

Architecture: the architectural remains of this tomb consist of an arc of wall (A1.441-3), 

surviving up to 60cm In height and 45cm in width. Only about one third of the presumed 

circuit survived, suggesting an original diameter of 4.7m. The tomb is set In a slope, the 

surviving arc upslope (A1.442). The stonework consists of rough flat stones (A1.443). 

No other details were recorded, save a single pit dug out of the underlying sandstone close to 

the centre of the presumed circle. From the plan (Al . 46.1), this pit appears to be about 
0.6m wide and about 1.2m long. 

The tomb was published by its excavator as a tumulus, the surviving section of wall representing 

the remnants of a peribolos meant to retain the mound; explicit comparison Is drawn with the 

(one then known) mound at 43: Käto Samik6 Klidhf (Mound A). Korres in 1976 stated 'the so- 

called mound at Makrisla Is very clearly a tholos tomb and the similarly described mound of 
Samik6 rather ought to be a tholos as well' (1976b, 363). 
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The scant recording of the brief excavation and the destroyed nature of the evidence leaves 

little evidence to hand in choosing between these Interpretations. Tumuli of this date (LHI-11) 

are rare', although that in itself does not exclude the possibility; the diameter Is also rather 

small, and there is no description of what may have lain outside the walls. On the other hand, 

the diameter would be within the normal range for a tholos tomb of this date in the western 

Peloponnese. The setting (Al. 442) does suggest that the walls were not deeply bedded In the 

sloping ground. On balance, however, I am tempted to believe that this construction was a 

tholos tomb. The missing entrance Is downslope, which would be appropriate. 

Finds: the objects discovered in the illegal excavation amounted to 20 whole Mycenaean pots 
(or 40: Lßlos 1985,218) and several bronze Items, such as daggers. In the 'proper' excavation 

of the pit, a single skeleton was uncovered, perhaps In a contracted position, although 'few 

bones' remained in situ (A1.46.4). There Is no information as to whether this grave had been 

disturbed by the children, and there is no other information about the fill of the tomb. 

Chronology: all the pottery is recorded as belonging either to the LHI or LHIIA phase, and 

this applies to the other finds as well. Much of the pottery is said to be of 'middle helladic 

tradition'. Lölos records that three vases found with the burial were LHI In date. He examined 
fifty complete or nearly complete pots in Olimb(a Museum, along with sherds from 22 other 

pots. Lblos, who In 1985 stated that he was soon to publish the pottery from the mound, says 

definitively that the tomb dates from early LHI and continues In use until late LHII. 

Comments: the similarity of this tomb to the first mound excavated at 43: KJto Samikö Klidhl Is 

discussed in the catalogue entry for that site. 

Cavanagh & Mee (1998,57-58) list eleven examples at six sites. Excluding mounds originally 
constructed in the middle helladic period (I Include the Vran3 mounds In this group), we are left with this 
site, one of the mounds at 43: Käto Samik6 Klidht, 8: Kiss6s, and some of the mounds from Marmara In 
central Greece (Dhakorönia 1987). 
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A 1.46.1. Makrisia: 
plan and section of 
mound/tholos. 
After Themelis 
I 968a, plan 1. 

:. r- 

a 

-. 

/ 

ý 
ý / 

\ 
\ 

-- - 
N--- 

-`ýc_-- --- 
ýýý_ 

. -- 0 c'ý 

AJ 

A 1.46.2. Makrisia: 
mound or chamber 
after excavation. 
After Themelis 
1968a, plate 
121a. 
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A 1.46.3. Makrisia: detail of walling of peribolos or chamber. After Themelis 1968a, plate 12 1 P. 
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A 1.46.4. (Left) Makrisia: central 
burial in situ. After Themelis 
1968, plate 123a. 

A1.46.5. (Below) Vafiö cup. 
After Themelis 1968b, figure 3. 
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(none) 47 

There is no site 47. 
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Miraka 48 
1: 200,000 map reference: -2^4'20"e 37.38'20"n Ilia. 

Description: at least eight Intramural cist graves, probably middle helladic. 

Directions: go past the entrance to the Olimbia excavations away from the village, follow the 

road east and after a short distance (1.5km) there is a fork in the road. The hill rests between 

the fork; the north road goes to Miräka. 

References: Dörpfeld (1935,273-275); McDonald 81 Hope Simpson (1961,227; 1969, 

129); Hope Simpson a Dickinson (1979,96). 

Publication: short final. 

Excavation: excavated by Dörpfeld. 

Setting: the site is set on an akropolis (A1.48.3) overlooking the flat valley bottom and the 

later site of Olimbia (Al. 48.4). The hilltop has good views of the valley west and south, but 

north and east faces the mountains. The trees there now make observations difficult. The climb 
Is steep but the summit Is relatively flat. 

The brief excavations in the early part of this century produced fragments of walls and eight 

graves (Al. 48.1-2). The graves were located in the south trench on the hilltop and were not 
found in areas that were specifically interior spaces. 

Architecture: published plans of two graves (Al. 48.2) show that they were made of slabs: 

they were all made thus. One Is 25cm by 47cm, the other 34cm by 66cm. None of the graves 
is significantly bigger than this, according to the site plan; they may well all be children's graves, 

as D6rpfeld suggested. 

Finds: no information. 

Chronology: middle helladic (for the graves and the excavated settlement remains; McDonald 

& Hope Simpson noted LH material during survey). 
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Comments: none. 
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A] . 48.1. Miräka: plan of excavations. Graves denoted 'G'. After Dörpfeld 1935, plate 23. 
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A 1.48.2. Mirika: 
sketch of graves I 8i 
2. After Dörpfeld 
1935, figure 77. 
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Mayeira 49 
1: 200000 map reference: -2.5'45"e 37°40'n Ilia (based on Themelis: 1969, plan 1). 

Description: a burial mound (? ) with four or five funerary pithol. 

Directions: '200m south of Mäyeira on the east bank of the Kladeos'. 

References: Ylaloüris (1966,170); Themelis (1967,211-212; 1969); McDonald ex Hope 

Simpson (1969,128); Hope Simpson st Dickinson (1979,96-97). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: brief excavation by Themelis. 

Setting: no information. 

Architecture: a low 'hill', presumably an artificial mound (not stated by the excavator), was 
damaged by road cutting. The mound is perhaps 4m high, judging by the photograph 
(A1.49.1 top). 

Finds: a hellenistic cist burial was excavated at a depth of 2.5m. Above this grave there were 
four funerary pithoi: one was up to 1.6m long, some had stone constructions supporting their 

mouths, and all contained bones, those of a child In one case. Another broken pithos was found 

on a pile of stones heaped by the road (Al. 49.1 bottom). A shallow kylix was found In pithos 
2; pithos 4 Is illustrated: Al. 49.1 middle. 

Chronology: the (few) finds were said to be Mycenaean; the pithol In size and In the 
description of the constructions around their necks could well be middle helladic. 

Comments: Yialodris (1966) and Themelis (1969) both refer to a site called Kioüpla, where 

six (or five) burial pithol were found, and dated by associated pottery to the LHIIIB period. No 

other information Is available about this site; I assume that It is a different site from the one 
under discussion. 
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In considering Interpretation of this site, the following problems should be taken Into account: 

1) the excavator does not attempt to describe or closely date his finds; 2) there Is no plan or 

section of the mound, save the photograph; 3) the excavator has not Indicated whether the 

mound is artificial. 

This may well be a middle helladic' mound which had been rearranged In the LHIII period, but 

until some further report and study of the finds is carried out there can be no further 

Interpretation of the site. 

' This dating is also adopted by Melier (1989), following Schachermeyr et all! (1971). She also assumes 
that the mound Is artificial. 
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Armatova 50 
1: 200,000 map reference: -2.11'15"e 37^53'45"n Ilia. 

Description: some middle helladic burials. 

Directions: now under water. 

References: Coleman (1969); Howell (1968); Themelis (1965); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson 
(1979,93). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: archaeological survey and excavation was conducted in the region of the Peneus 

river in advance of the construction of the Peneus dam as an international collaboration 
between various foreign schools and the Greek authorities in the years 1966 to 1969 (Megaw 
1968). 

Setting: no information. 

Architecture: possible burial mounds, cist graves. 

Finds: see below. 

Chronology: middle helladic. 

Comments: Themelis (1965) reports the excavation of three burial mounds, many of whose 
occupants were certainly of later periods, but the discovery of middle helladic pottery In at least 

one of the mounds raises the possibility that middle helladic mounds were reused in the later 

period. 

Coleman (1969), leading the American contingent, reports the discovery of five graves at the 
east end of the hill of Arm3tova near the (now submerged) village of Agrapldohdrl. One of 
these, a 'simple Interment', had a single middle helladic grey minyan kantharos, but the others 
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were undated by lack of associated items. One of these graves was however a tile grave, clearly 
much later in date. 

Howell (1968), for the British School at Athens, reports a possible middle helladic pithos burial 

on top of a hill. The area excavated was Insufficient to make any further statements. At another 

site trial trenches revealed stones that may have made up a tumulus, with pithos fragments. 

Another mound nearby was said to have contained bones, but may have been late. 

There is little that can be said about this archaeology. 
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Voürvoura Analipsis 51 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1.16'e 37°20'n Lakonia. 

Description: LHII tholos tomb and a number of smaller tombs, some of which were described 

as small tholoi. 

Directions: Turn east from the Spärti-Tripoli highway at the turning for Voürvoura, just on the 

border between Lakonia and Arkadhfa. The chapel of Aya Anälipsis Is about 2km along this 

road and 4km before Vodrvoura. Leave your transport here and walk west. The tombs are 

located on a hill lower than the post-bronze age remains. 

References: Romeos (1954,1956,1957); Schachermeyr (1962); Krigas (1984); Hope- 

Simpson & Waterhouse (1961); Howell (1970); Hope Simpson ex Dickinson (1979,123- 

124). 

Publication: detailed final'. 

Excavation: the large tholos was briefly excavated by Romeos in 1954, the others In 1956 

and 1957. 

Setting: the Mycenaean remains are situated on a hill to the west of and lower than the hill of 
Anälipsis. The deep and steep gorge of the Sarandapbtamos Is behind the two hills to the north, 

and the most conspicuous geographical feature of the area. The large tholos tomb, which Is the 

only remaining visible tomb, Is built into a mound and faces approximately southeast 
(Al. 51.3). A reasonable search failed to locate the other tombs, but this Is hardly surprising 

since Krfgas reported that in 1978 only one or two of the small tholol were visible. Eight small 

tholoi were excavated In the vicinity of the large tomb; a ninth was excavated on the river bank 

below. A cist tomb was also excavated, in the area of the nearby later settlement. 

' The notices published by the excavator were extremely brief, but the tombs were the subject of a PhD 
thesis (Krfgas 1984) which, although written long after the excavations, represents a detailed publication. 
This publication cannot, however, make up for the deficiencies In the original recording of the excavations. 
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Architecture: 

Large tholos 

The diameter of its chamber is said to be 8.65m, and the height from the floor to the highest 

point of fill (or the mound) had been 5.5m (Al. 51.1-2). The chamber survived to 4.8m in 
height. There were two pits in the floor, one 1.8m x 80cm x 85cm deep, the other 70cm x 
39cm. The height of the stomion was 2.2m, its length 3.4m and its width 1.05m, and the 
lintel slab was 1.75m x 1.45m x 35cm. The stones used in the construction were small and 
uncut, although those in the lowest courses were larger; the lintel adapted to the curve of the 

chamber. Traces of a dromos were not discovered2. 

Small tholol and cist tomb 

In 1956 Romaios excavated seven small tholos tombs, all of diameter about three metres, and a 
further two the following year. Only one of the tholol had a dromos, but all had stomia. Since 

all were found preserved only in their lowest levels, their vaulted nature Is assumed rather than 

assured. They were also assumed to be covered by tumuli. No further Information Is available 
(one photograph was published: Al . 51.5); the cist tomb is not described. 

Finds: 

Large tholos 

A few damaged palace style jars were put together from fragments found In the fill (Al. S44). 

Sherds, bone fragments and boars' tusks are reported outside the pits, but apparently there was 
nothing within. The Items found on the floor Included boars' tusks (certainly from a helmet), 

pieces of bronze, gold leaf, a gold necklace, beads, seven stone and ten bronze arrowheads, an 
ivory comb, horses' teeth, and stone axes (the axes and teeth may well originally come from 

neolithic deposits below the tomb). High In the fill a geometric pot was found, and a much later 
burial took place under the stomion. 

2Krtgas gives a series of slightly different measurements for this tomb: diameter 8.2m, surviving height 
4.7m, stomion 3m long and 1.05m wide, lintel 1.75m x 1.45m x 40cm, large pit 1.8m x 80cm x 
90cm deep, small pit 70cm x 40cm x 50cm deep. 
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Seven pots were mended, and described. These included the palace style jars (four In total), a 

ewer, a kylix, and an alabastron. Study of the finds from the excavation by Krigas brought to 
light other palace style jar fragments. 

There are few details of stratigraphy, and the general impression is that, apart from the two pits, 
there was only one floor level used for burials, which was used in the LHII period and then not 
used again. 

Small tholoi and cist tomb 

The material from the tombs was not published. Krfgas describes six items, three of which are 
late Mycenaean. The earlier items consist of a Vafib cup, a three-handled pyxis, and an open 

shape. These last three were said to have come from a child's grave, although the point is 

unclear. Other finds included small type-B swords and other knives, bronze arrowheads, steatite 

spindles, a jasper sealstone, and four clay figurines. 

Chronology: The large tholos seems to date from LHIIA, although Krfgas suggested it might 
be an LHI construction on the basis of the projected early date of one of the mended pots. The 

tomb may well have collapsed in the LHII period, and any LHIlI material is likely to have come 
from high in the fill. 

Most of the material from the other tombs is unpublished and undescribed. It Is clear the some 
Items are late (the three late Mycenaean pots are said to date to LHIIIA2, and we can also note 
the presence of four figurines In this regard). But earlier material Is also present, Including the 

type-B swords which could be LHIIIA1 at the latest, and should be earlier (Sandars 1961). 

Schachermeyr, who seems to have had a look at some of the material, or at least to have 

obtained further Information from the excavator, says that the material Is datable from LHI to 
LHIIIB. This date was repeated by Howell and by Dickinson (1977,89). 

Comments: none. 
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A1.51.1. Anälipsis: large tholos tomb. Plan and section, after Romeos 1954, figure 3. 
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A 1.51.2. Anälipsis: large tholos tomb. Chamber from above. 
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Al .51.4. Anälipsis: large tholos tomb. Palace style jars from chamber. After Romeos 1954, figures 4 8i 
5. 
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A 1.51.3. An. ilipsis: large tholos tomb. Chamber, lintel and stomiun. 
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A 1.51.5. An3lipsis: one of the small tholos Lu nh . Alin ý Romeos 1956, pLur B(hx. 



Pelläna 
1: 200,000 map reference: the village is -1.23'40"e 37.12'30"n Lakonfa. 

Description: at least six chamber tombs. 

Directions: about 800m north of the village. 

52 

References: excavations at the site have been reported by Karahälios (1926) and Spirdpoulos 

(1982a, 1983). Hope Simpson 8t Waterhouse (1961,126-128); Hope Simpson st Dickinson 

(1979,123). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: one tomb was excavated ('uncovered') by Romeos, who did not publish any 

notice of It, another was excavated by Karah3lios In 1926. The remainder were excavated in 

the 1980s by Spiröpoulos, who has published two brief and Incomplete descriptions of the 

excavations. 

Setting: the tombs are cut into a low but occasionally sheer sandstone hill (called 'spilies' 

locally, showing that the presence of the tombs has long been known). I have produced a very 

rough sketch map (Al. SZ. 1) showing the relative positions of the tombs: the dimensions 

attested by this sketch should not be relied on too heavily. The four northerly tombs are at a 

similar height In the hill, while that to the south is at a lower level and that between the 

southern one and the others Is at a much higher level. Other chamber tombs are suspected but 

not excavated elsewhere In the area, 400m east of the excavated tombs at Trip6rahl (Al . 52.2 

left). The tombs are spread over an area about 120m In length. As there Is no coherent 

numbering system i number the tombs from north to south, 1 to 6. 

Architecture: where available, published details are repeated below; otherwise approximate 

measurements based on on-site observation are offered. 

Tomb 1: (numbered 4 by Spiröpoulos). There are no published dimensions but a published 

plan suggests a circular chamber of diameter 6.7m. The stomion Is 1.2m wide and 1.6m deep 
(long). The dromos at the facade Is 1.7m wide and at least 6.5m long (A1. S2.6). The 
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published drawing (Al. S2.5) shows four numbered pits and one niche. The largest pit Is about 

2m x 1m; the others are smaller. The chamber and stomion have completely collapsed 

(Al . S2.4). 

Tomb 2: (numbered 2 by Spirdpoulos). This magnificent monument has a chamber of 10.05m 

diameter (Al. S2.8-10); the roof has collapsed but the carved part of the chamber Is 

preserved to some considerable height (perhaps 3m? ') and the gaping hole climbs upward to 

the level of the hill, perhaps 6m. The stomion Is 2.6m long and very tall with what Spirdpoulos 

describes as a relieving triangle: in fact, the roof of the stomion Is a triangular carving; It Is 

relatively narrow (At .. f2.7). The dromos Is said to be 12.7m long (I estimated It at 14.5m 

on site: there may have been further cleaning during Splr6poulos' unreported second season of 
digging) and 2.55m wide at the facade (2.1m at the outer end). The height of the dromos at 

the facade Is nearly 6m. No pits are reported from the tomb. 

Tomb 3: (numbered 3 by Spir6poulos). No report has appeared of the excavation of this 

tomb. I estimate a chamber diameter of about 6m, again circular (Al . 52.12). The dromos is 

about 6.5m long (Al. S2.13 right). Two cuttings are visible in the floor near the entrance 

(Al. S2.13 left). The chamber roof and the lintel (the rock above the stomion) have 

collapsed. An apparent niche above the floor of the tomb suggests reuse in later times. 

Tomb 4: (numbered l by Hope-Simpson 8t Waterhouse; A1.52.2 top right). This tomb has a 

stepped dromos 4.5m long about tm wide (Al. 52.15 right). The chamber is about 6m wide 
(Al. 52.14). The stomion is triangular at the top like tomb 2 and is 2.5m high. The ceiling 
has survived and is rounded except at the apex, where a conical section is carved out at a 

different angle (Al. 52.14); the height of the chamber is 5m. This is similar to the carving of 

the tombs at 23: Volimfdhia. 

Tomb 5: (numbered 2 by Hope-Simpson ez Waterhouse; Al. 52.2 bottom right). Much of the 

environment of this tomb has been dug away or eroded. It was excavated by Romeos who did 

not publish anything from it. Rock survives outside to the right and contains a niche of sorts 
(A1. SZ. 16 right); evidently this was much better preserved when Hope-Simpson & 

Waterhouse visited the site in the 1950s. The circular chamber is 4m In diameter and about as 
high (Al. S2.16 left). There are two pits and a niche inside. 

was unable to make more than guesses In relation to this tomb as it was waterlogged when I visited It. 
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Tomb 6: some distance from the others (about 30m) and on a different orientation: the other 
dromol run from chamber to outside east-northeast - west-northwest; tomb six Is oriented 

north-south (the chamber to the north; Al. S2.17). It Is also at a much lower position than 

the others. It is again circular and carved from rock, but very little survives. The chamber Is 

about 4m in diameter, and traces of stomion/dromos survive 2-3m in length. Nothing Is 

published of this tomb (it is mentioned by Spir6poulos, 1983: 116). 

Cuttings were observed In the ground to the right of tombs 2 at 3; Spirbpoulos mentions a pit 

which he called tomb 1. 

Finds: in general, very little is known of the finds of Pelläna. Of Romeos' tomb (number 5) the 

only information is that It was empty save some Mycenaean pottery in a grave pit. Karah3lios 

mentioned and illustrated the material he found in his tomb (number 4), which Hope-Simpson 

a Waterhouse discuss and date to LHIIIA (and possibly LHI1IB). Pottery, beads and a figurine 

were found throughout the tomb; bones in disorder were found in four pits, representing in 

each case more than one individual. 

Of the four recently excavated chamber tombs only two have been treated in print in any 

sense. The northern tomb (number 1) contained bones in its five burial pits and pottery, some 

of which Is LHIIIB; there are almost no details. 

The largest tomb (number 2), second from north, contained mainly earlier material. It too had 

been reused in ancient times (2nd century BC to 2nd century AD), and its content much 
disturbed. The fragmentary description of the interior Indicates only LH11 pottery, and In 

particular in the northwest part of the chamber a collection of artefacts was found in relatively 

undisturbed condition. These Included two palace style jars, a lump of meteoric Iron, two 

alabastra (Al . 52.11), and some bits of gold foil, which were present In small amounts 

throughout the tomb. Pottery of the 'early Mycenaean years' (LHI? ) was found In the dromos. 

No Information Is available on any finds from tombs 3 or 6. 

Chronology: the pottery found In tomb 2 Is of LHIIA date, and so this may well date the 

tomb, although perhaps LHI pottery was found In the dromos. In terms of architecture, 

although tomb 2 Is of unique dimensions, all of these tombs are closely similar to the tombs at 
23: Volimfdhia, raising the possibility that they date from LHI In general. It must be noted that 

pre-LHIII pottery has only been noted from tomb 2, but against that we can note that 
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publication has been extremely selective and pre-LHIII pottery may well be among the 

unpublished finds of any of these tombs. 

Comments: the possible connection between this site and 23: Volimldhia deserves 

consideration. It is of course possible, given the chronological evidence as It stands, that the 
large tomb was built in LHIIA, perhaps by specialists brought from Messinfa specifically for that 
task, and that the five (or more) smaller tombs were built by locals in Imitation of the larger 

one. In that case, the other tombs could easily be of LHIII date. 

Against this, the close similarity in detail (particularly the use of the conical apex and the 

smoothed carving of the walls) allows for the possibility that all of the tombs were built In LHII 

or even LHI, by an architect or architects who had worked In Messinfa. 

Tomb 2 Is the largest known chamber tomb. The others nearby are also large, a chamber of five 

to six metres in diameter being comparable to the larger chambers at Volimfdhia. Tomb 2 Is 

much larger again, and represents the greatest achievement of chamber tomb architecture. The 

finds of late hellenistic to early roman material In the chamber presumably attest to the survival 

of the chamber until that period, through a combination of good fortune and the great skill of 
the architect. This tomb must be regarded as comparable to tholos tombs, at least In the senses 

of skill and labour for construction, or Impact on the visitor, or on the scale of possible activities 
Inside and around. 

The dromos is comparatively short, owing to the local conditions; the facade is 5.6m high and 
the stomion itself is probably nearly four metres tall; It is only 2.6m long (deep) and narrow. 
The impression that this tomb makes on approach is not really comparable to the Treasury of 
Atreus or even to tholos 1 at Peristeriä; nevertheless, it is significantly more impressive than 

almost all chamber tombs2. 

The top of the stomion Is triangular in shape, as with others In this cemetery (tomb 4, tomb 3; 

In the other cases the top of the stomion Is now missing, and given the homogeneity of 
architecture in this cemetery we can assume that all the stomia were of this shape). Spirdpoulos 

refers to it as a 'relieving triangle', having In mind the triangular openings above the lintels of a 
minority of (usually) late tholos tombs, designed, at least from the architectural point of view, 

I The most Impressive of all 'chamber tombs' Is the tholos tomb at K6kla In the Argolid (Demakopoulou 
1990). Here a chamber tomb In most respects similar to others In Its cemetery, though deeper and 
perfectly round, was made a tholos tomb by building up the walls Inside the rock cutting. 
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to protect the lintel stone from the great weight of the monument. In this case the shape might 

be conventional. 
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A1.52.1. Pelläna: sketch plan of chamber tomb cemetery. Numbered 1 (top) to 6 (bottom) In this entry. 
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A 1.52.5. Pelläna: plan of chamber tomb 1. After Spiropoülos 1982, plan 1. 

A1 . 52.6. Pellina: dromos of chamber tomb 1. 
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A 1.52.4. Pellana: chamber tomb I from above. 
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A1.52.7. Pelläna: chamber tomb 2. uromos, tagaae anu SLomwn. 
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A 1.52.9. Pellina: chamber tomb 2. Chamber from above. 
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A 1.52.10. 
Pellana: chamber 
tomb 2. 
Chamber, stomion 
and blocking wall 
during excavation. 
After Spiropoülos 
1982, plate 606. 

A1.52.11. 
Pell3na: chamber 
tomb 2. LHIIA 
alabastron found 
in chamber. After 
Spiropoülos 
1982, plate 61 a. 
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A 1.52.12. Pellana: chamber tomb 3, from above. 

Al. 52.13. +Pelläna: 
chamber tomb 3. Left: chamber and graves during exc. aý. uion, Atw 

1982, plate 616. Right: dromos and stornion. Scale: 2m. 
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Lý A 1.52.14. Pelläna: chamber tomb I. Apex oi --ill 

A1.52.15. Pelläna: 
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A1 . 52.17. Pellina: chamber tomb 6. Chamber and stomion. Scale: 2m. 



Menelaion 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1.16'e 37.4'n Lakonfa. 

Description: six middle helladic graves In the area of the later Mycenaean settlement. 

53 

Directions: leaving Sparta on the road to Tripoli turn Immediately right after the bridge over 
the Evrbtas. Turn left 3km further on at a sign for the Menelalon. Leave your transport at the 

church of Ayos Was and follow the footpath. 

References: Catling (1977,28-29; 1981,16-18). Refer to Siriopoülou (1995,693) for full 

references until 1995. 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated as part of the programme of Investigation of the Mycenaean site in the 

mid-1970s and again in 1980. 

Setting: the Menelaion ridge on the east side of the upper Evrötas Valley (Al. S.. 4-7). The 

ridge rises 60m to 100m above the valley and Is free standing, separated from adjacent ridges 

and hills by valleys and saddles. One burial was found at the northern end, the Menelalon 

proper, while the other were found on the Aetos peak 200m south. 

Architecture: the burial under the later 'mansion' was found in a pit (no details). On the 
Mtos hill (Al . S.. 1) were excavated two kilns, cutting into one of which was a burial. Three 

further burials were found nearby. One lay on a pebble floor, and two others were marked by 

small stones on edge at the head and feet. Part of this group was a monumental tomb, said to 
be the earliest of the five, and one later burial partly overlies it. This is a true shaft grave 
(A1. SJ2-3), although the pit at the bottom is not lined with stone, and it is small: the 

photograph suggests dimensions of about 2m x 50cm for the burial pit, and at least 1mx 3m 
for the upper shaft. Six oblong slabs lay on the ledge at the bottom of the upper shaft. 

Finds: no finds were noted with the burial under the mansion; those on Aetos hill were 
contracted burials, and the burial in the shaft grave was found with a gold fragment and a clay 
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spindle. A textile impression on the skeleton implied either clothing or that the body lay on 
cloth. 

Chronology: the burial under the mansion pre-dates that LHIIB construction. The excavator 
suggests an MH date; pre-mansion occupation of MHIII, LHI and LHIIA date have all been 
identified without structural evidence. The two kilns were MHII, the burial cutting them likely 

MHII or MHIII in date. The other burials were generally In an MH context, but there Is no 
direct dating evidence. The shaft grave is said to be the earliest of the five, and one of the 

others overlies it. 

Comments: as at Mycenae, although obviously on a much lower scale, we are faced with an 
important later site whose earlier occupation is evidenced only by burials and pottery. One 

should not necessarily read too much into the presence of a shaft grave at the site, but it does 

make the parallel with Mycenae (and indeed with 24: Englian6s: witness the 'shaft' grave in 

room 97) all the more apposite. 
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A1.53.1. Menelalon, Aetos Hill excavations. After Catling 1981, figure 23. 
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Al . 
53.2. Menelaion, Aetus Hill excavations: shaft grave before removal of cover slabs. After Calling 

1981, figure 25. 

A 1.53.3. Menelaion, Aetos Hill excavations: shaft grave anU btu ial. After Calling 198 I, figure 25. 
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A 1.53.4. Menelaion: view east. 

A 1.53.5. Menelaion: view north along 
ridge, Evrötas river to west. 

A 1.53.6. Menelaion: view southwest 
over Evrötas valley to Ta yetos. 

A1.53.7. Menelalon: view south along 
Evrötas valley. 
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Vafiö 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1.15'20"e 37°1'15"n Lakonia. 

Description: monumental LHII tholos tomb. 

Directions: the site is signposted from the village of the same name. 

54 

References: Tsoündas (1888; 1889,136-172); Davis (1977) discusses the Vafi6 cups at 
length; Hope-Simpson a Waterhouse (1960,76-80); Hope-Simpson ez Dickinson (1979, 

109). 

Publication: detailed preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated by Tsoündas in 1888. 

Setting: the tholos tomb of Vafid Is situated close to 53: Menelaion and 55: Amikleon In the 
Spartan plain, set into the side of a low hill (Al . 54.1). Southeast of the tomb Is the site 
Paleopiryf, where surface sherds Indicate a large LHIII settlement, but only three fragments 

might be LH If (the Laconia Survey did not re-examine this site). 

Architecture (Al. 542): the dromos runs at an angle about 300 from north along the side of 
the hill'. In this way it has a rather curious aspect of appearing to run along the side of the rise 

rather than into it, as Is more usual. It was measured at 29.8m long and almost certainly stone- 
lined for Its whole length (one side was when excavated; the other was lined to a shorter length, 

due to quarrying. Much stone has been removed from the monument since Its excavation 

almost 110 years ago, so that the dromos is now a mere outline in the earth: Al. S45). The 

dromos was 3.18m wide at the outside, and 3.54m at the facade. The floor level of the 
dromos was covered with a thin layer of pebbles. 

The stomion is 1.93m wide at the dromos (Al. S4.4) and a little narrower at the chamber 
(Al. S4.6); the depth (length) Is 4.56m at the floor, and it seems to have survived up to 

'I made a note of this angle on-site; note, however, that Hope Simpson 8t Waterhouse suggest the 
dromos runs east (Al . 54.1). 
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about 3.5m, judging from Tsoündas' plan. It was built of large, neatly cut stones, and there was 
lime or plaster in the joints. The right (north) wall of the stomion appears bent or irregular to 

accommodate the large pit Inside the stomion. This pit takes up about half the stomlon on the 

outside, and Is 1.93m across the stomion, 1.6m to 1.8m Into it (further on the right), and 
1.9m deep. There was no evidence at all of a blocking wall, although Tsoündas suggests that 

some of the stones found in the dromos might have gone to make up a blocking wall outside 

the stomion, in the dromos. 

The chamber (Al. S4.3) is 10.15m to 10.35m in diameter and was in places preserved up to 
3m In height. The fill consisted mainly of the fallen stones of the chamber. As Is usual, the 

stones in the chamber were smaller than those of the stomion; they are still large, however, and 

unlike the flat stones used regularly for tholos construction In Messinla (Al. S47). The floor 

was very uneven, perhaps due to the attentions of the villagers, who reported to Tsoündas tales 

of buried treasure (and a hidden tunnel to the river! ) On the right side of the chamber, toward 

the back, but fairly central, was located a cist tomb, 2.25m x 1.1 mx1m, the sides built of 

slabs, the bottom lined with stone, and the top covered with slabs. 

Finds: two bits of gold leaf, a broken amber bead, and pottery fragments were found In the 

dromos, scattered around, along with evidence of burning. The pit in the stomion contained 

debris from the collapse of the stomion, suggesting that the pit was open at that time. At the 

bottom was a layer of ash, but no other finds are reported; nothing else was found in the 

stomion. 

The chamber seemed to Tsoündas covered everywhere in charcoal, and there were a few 

scattered bones: no complete skeleton or collection of bones, and those found may have been 

human or animal. A wealth of smallfinds Is reported scattered on the floor, although little 

pottery, and that undecorated, was found. The smallfinds Included many sealstones and 
gemstones, gold buttons, cutouts and discs, much gold leaf, two gold rings, and (probably) 

remains of a boars' tusk helmet. 

The cist was found largely empty of fill, as silt had not filtered through the stones: the finds 

were set in a 10cm to 15cm layer at the bottom. If there was a skeleton inside, it had 

completely decayed. Tsoündas infers the presence of a skeleton from the positions of various 
objects within the cist being suitably placed to go with a corpse. The cist contained a stunning 
array of material culture, almost certainly the result of a single instance of practice, and never 
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reopened after closing. The material within is similar in nature, quantity and disposition to the 

shaft graves, with the exception that pottery is present here in only small amounts. 

The content of the pit (Al. S4.8-14) Included a gold Inlaid dagger with swimming figures and 
another gold dagger, seven bronze knives, one (type-A? ) sword 94cm long, two bronze 

spearheads, about 80 amethyst beads and an unknown number of sealstones, three rings, of 
gold, iron and bronze, two axes, nine lead discs, various silver and bronze Items, various stone 
vessels, four pots, two silver (Al. S4.10-11) and two gold cups, among other items. The gold 

cups are the famous Vafi6 cups, with repousse decoration of bull-hunting scenes (Al. S4.8-9). 
One each was placed at the probable position of the left and right hands, along with one silver 
vessel at each hand, and a heap of sealstones at each hand. The amethyst beads were found at 
the presumed position of the neck. 

Chronology: the pottery in the cast is dated LHIIA by Furumark (1972,49, where he notes 
the presence of 'three or four' palace style jars In the dromos In fragments). Popham (1973, 

272 and note 16; 1974,219 note 23) points out that pottery within the cast provides a 

chronological Indication for the pit only, and that the disposition of the floor of the tomb is the 

result of an extended period of use. He dates some of the pottery from the dromos to LHIIB or 
perhaps LHIIIA1, and suggests that the tholos continued to be used to some degree Into LHIII. 

The construction date Is likely to be LHIIA at the latest. 

Comments: the lack of pottery from the chamber Is unusual. Given the early date of the 

excavation, one might be tempted to conclude that It was simply not recorded or saved, but the 

recording of pottery from the cist and from the dromos mitigates against this, and unpainted 
pottery Is mentioned. This evidence, coupled with the lack of a skeleton or bone heaps from the 

chamber, suggests that much material was removed In a fairly systematic manner during the 
LHIII period of use of the tomb. Alternatively, It may be that careful recording only began with 
the discovery of the riches in the cist (compare Tsodndas' report of his excavations at the tholos 
tomb of 34: Kämbos, which Is much more cursory). 
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A 1.54.3. Vafiö: chamber, stomion and dromos from above. 



A 1.54.5. 
Vafib: drontos. 

A 1.54.6. 
Vafi6: stomion 
from chamber. 

A 1.54.7. 
Vafiö: detail of 
walling in 
< hamber. Scale: 
2m. 
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A 1.54.8. Gold Vafiö cup from cist in chamber. After Davis 1977, figure 1. 

I 
A1 . 54.9. Gold Vafiö cup from cist in chamber. After Davis 1977, figure 5. 
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A1.54.10. 
Valid: silver 
Vafid cup. From 
cist in chamber. 
After Davis 
1977, figure 
202. 

A 1.54.11. 
Vafib: silver 
Vaf16 cup. From 
cist in chamber. 
After Davis 
1977, figure 
203. 

A 1.54.12. Vafiö: gold- 
rimmed silver cup from cist 
in chamber. After Davis 
1977, figure 207. 
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Al . 54.13. Vafiö: objects found during the excavation. After Tsoündas 1889, plate 7. 
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Amikleon 55 
1: 200,000 map reference: the village is -1.17'e 37.1'20"n Lakonfa. 

Description: two cist graves and one pit, MHIII-LHI. 

Directions: at the church of Ayia Kirlaki, east of the village. 

References: Tsodndas (1892); Calligas (1992); Hope Simpson 8t Waterhouse (1960,74- 

76); Hope Simpson $t Dickinson (1979,108-109); for full references to work at this site, 

refer to Siriopoülou (1995,464). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated by Tsoündas in 1890. 

Setting: the Amikieon Is located on a range of hills In the Spartan plain, close to 53: Menefaion 

and to 54: VJ io. Two cast tombs were located 8m northwest of the altar within the sanctuary; a 

third grave was found 1 Om east of the former church of Ayla Kiriakf. 

Architecture: the first two graves were casts, built of flat slate and covered with slabs. One was 

oriented north-south, the other east-west. The third grave was a pit. Hope-Simpson 81 
Waterhouse report a possible pithos burial (150m south-southeast of Ayla Kiriakf). 

Finds: Inside the north-south tomb were two cups, and it was undisturbed. There Is no 
Information on skeletal material. Of the other cist there is no information. In the pit there were 
two cups and a bronze knife. There is again no information on skeletal material. Bones were 
found near the pithos noted by Hope-Simpson 8t Waterhouse. 

Chronology: the cups from the north-south grave were middle helladic, while those from the 

pit were early Mycenaean, and the knife from the pit can be dated MHIII-LHI. 

Comments: none. 
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Yeräki 56 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1 °0'50"e 36^59'40"n Lakonfa. 

Description: akropolis site with three middle helladic (? ) cist graves. 

Directions: the akropolis Is located within the village. 

References: Wace st Hasluck (1905); Wace (1910); Hope Simpson 8t Waterhouse (1960, 

85-86); Hope Simpson & Dickinson (1979,111). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated in 1905. 

Setting: a flat topped akropolis east of the Evratas Valley In foothills of Mt Pärnon (A1. S6.1- 

3). 

Architecture: three' cist graves. These have not been described, and a brief examination of the 

excavation day book (in the Archive of the British School at Athens) suggests that information 

about them was not recorded. One is reported as having slab sides. 

Finds: the slab-sided grave contained a bronze pin and two vessels; the other two contained no 
Items. One of the other two was a child's grave; each grave contained one skeleton. 

Chronology: MH (MHIII according to Hope Simpson at Waterhouse). 

Comments: there is very little information about these graves. 

' Or conceivably four; compare Wace (1910,75) (= 3) with Wace ez Hasluck (1905,98) (e 3 or 4? ). 
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northwest 
from 
akropolis. 

A 1.56.2. 
Yer3ki: view 
southwest 
from 
akropolis. 
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southeast from 
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Ayos Stefanos 57 
1: 200,000 map reference: -1 °5'e 36^49'40"n Lakonia. 

Description: MH/LH settlement site with intramural burials. 

Directions: the site is difficult to locate: it can be found at the above co-ordinates; see also 

Hope-Simpson & Waterhouse 1960, figure 19. 

References: Taylour (1972), Catling (1974,15-16; 1975,15-17; 1978,31-33); Hope 

Simpson 8z Waterhouse (1960,97-100); Hope Simpson & Dickinson (1979,112-113). 

Publication: detailed preliminary, and short preliminary for more recent work. 

Excavation: excavated in 1959,1960 and 1963 and then again in 1973,1974 and 1976; 

excavations remain incomplete. The complexity of the stratigraphy and the sheer numbers of 

burials has hampered excavation work so that there is no clear overall idea of the site. 

Setting: these burials are set within the remains of settlement. The site lies about tkm from the 

sea (Al. S7.1) and Is a flat-topped hill In the Elos plain (Al. S7.2). Two main trenches, areas 

A (A1. S7.. 3) and D (A1. S7.. 12), and several smaller trenches were opened during 

excavation. 

Architecture, finds and chronology': about 100 burials were discovered In the first three 

seasons of excavation, and many more In subsequent work. They are found from all of the 

periods of occupation of the site: EHII, MH, LHI-II, LHIII. In the table below I summarise the 

MH-LHII burials described In the 1972 preliminary report, and afterward I mention some of 

those picked out for special mention In the later brief summaries. The table below Is based on 

Taylour's 'table of burials' (pages 237-239), somewhat simplified, and Includes some burials of 

rather doubtful date. Some burials are illustrated: A1. S7.4-11 and A1. S7.13-15. 

' Given the numbers of burials covered here, it Is easier to present the data in tabular form, and treating 
architecture, finds and chronology strictly separately would have required unnecessary repetition. 
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Al pit NW-SE 1 contracted Child male MH 2 MH pots 
A2 N-S I contracted? Infant MH 2 fragmentary MH pots 
A6 pit/stone WSW- I extended Adult male MH? 

surround ENE 
A7 pit N-S I contracted Child MH MH fragments not definitely 

associated 
Al 1 1 Infant EH or MH 
A12 I Infant EH or MH 
A14 NW-SE 1 contracted? Infant EH or MH 
Al5 NW-SE 1 Infant EH or MH 
A18 pit W-E I contracted Adult MH? 
A19 cist NW-SE I contracted Adult female? MH? Pot (MH? ) and terracotta 

'button' 
A21 W-E 3 contracted? / Infant MH? Carnelian bead 

disarticulated 
A22 pit W-E 1 contracted Adult MH? Bronze pin In two fragments 
A23 cist NNW- I extended Adult female? MH 5 MH pots; bronze pin, ear- 

SSE rings, ring, and bracelet; 14 
carnellan beads; one bone 
needle 

A24 cast? NW-SE 1 extended? Adult MH 
A25 pit/stone NNW- I contracted Adult MH? 

surround SSE 
A26 pit N-S 1 extended? Adult MH? 
A28 cist WSW- 2 extended/ Mixed male? MH/LH bronze dagger, tweezers; 

ENE disarticulated bone pin fit toggle pin; 35 
obsidian blades 8z one flint 

A29 cist WSW- 1 extended adult MH/LH? Shells 
ENE 

A30 cist WSW- I contracted adult MH? 
ENE 

A31 cast NE-SW 2 extended/disart adult MH 3 MH pots; bone toggle pin; 
iculated terracotta button 

A32 pit/stone NE-SW 1 extended child MH? 
surround 

A33 I disarticuiated Infant MH MH pot 
A34 clst NW-SE I contracted adult MH ? 
D4 I disarticulated adult male LHI LHI pot; bronze knife 
D5 I disarticulated adult male LHI? 
D6 I disarticulated Infant LHI? 
D7 cist NW-SE I contracted adult female MH 2 pots (Minoan? ) 
D8 cist N-S I extended adult MH? 
D9 1 disarticulated adult male MH? 
D10 1 Disarticulated adult male MH? 
D11 rock NE-SW I extended adult male LHI? 

cutting 
D12 pit/stone W-E I extended adult female LHI? Miniature bronze 'chisel' 

surround 
D13 pit/stone W-E I contracted adult male LHI? flint saw above burial 

surround 
D14 pit/stone W-E I extended adult LHI ? LHI pot (vaflo cup) 

surround 
D15 1 disarticulated child MH? 
D16 I disarticuiated child LHI? 
D17 1 disarticulated child MH? 
D18 pithos I disarticuiated Infant MH pithos probably MH; MH 

sherds 
D19 pit/stone W-E I contracted adult MH? 

surround 

D20 pit/stone NE-SW 1 contracted adult MH? 
surround 
cist? I disarticulated child LHI? 
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D22 I disarticulated Infant LHI? Sheep or goat bones 
D23 pit? W-E 1 extended adult ? 
D24 pit W-E I extended adult MH? 
D25 pit NE-SW 1 extended adult male MH? 
D26 pit 1 disarticulated adult MH? 
D27 pit ENE- 1 extended child MH? 

WSW 
D28 pit? WNW- 1 contracted? child MH? 

ESE 
D-- pathos W-E I disarticulated Infant MH MH pathos 
GI cist? I disarticulated Infant MH? 
TT7-l 1 disarticulated child MH 
TT7-2 WNW- 1 disarticuiated adult MH 

ESE 
TT7-3 cist NW-SE I extended adult female MH Incised cover slab; MH 

sherds; lead strip 
TT7-4 I disarticulated child MH 
TT7-5 cist NW-SE I extended adult female MH Incised cover slab 
B6 pit/stone N-S 1 contracted adult MH 2 MH pots; 2 obsidian 

surround arrowheads, one flint saw 
B10 cist? W-E I contracted? Infant MH 
B1 l clst? I Infant MH 2 MH pots 
816 cist? I disarticulated Infant MH 
BI7 pit? N-S 1 extended? child LHI/II? 
B18 pit? 1 Infant MH 
B20 clst? N-S 1 contracted? child MH/LH 
B21 cast? W-E I contracted? child MH/LH 

Table A. 57.1. Graves and burials at Ayos Stefanos. After Taylour 1972,237-239. 

I have simplified the classification of grave architecture to cist, pit, pit with stone surround, 

pithos, and rock cutting. The 'pit with stone surround' category is also known from 37: Mälthi. 

Even cists seem rarely provided with cover slabs, so the majority of graves, whether pit, cist, or 

pit with stone outline, are simply covered with earth after the burial. 

Using database analysis techniques, it is quite easy to show that no two of the above categories 

are related: in other words, for example, there is no correlation between grave type and date, 

or position of skeleton and age, and so on. Any category under the above headings can be 

found associated with any other category from those headings in the same grave. 

Of the 63 graves in this sample, artefacts were found with 21- exactly one third. In many cases 

these could be used to date the graves. Taylour's dating criteria are not always made clear: 

where grave goods are absent or do not give a clear indication, he occasionally relied on related 

material or on the context of the grave in its surroundings. Chronological analysis shows that 20 

of the graves are dated MH securely, and 23 others are thought to be MH; four are either EH 

or MH; four are either MH or LH; one is LHI, and ten others are thought to fall in the LHI 

period or (in one case) LHI-II. The main conclusion is the same, whether one looks only at 
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securely dated graves, or one takes all suggested dates: MH burials outnumber LH by a wide 

margin. 

34 of the skeletons are of adults, and 33 are of children or infants. Of 18 infant skeletons, only 

three were thought to be articulated; much of the disturbance might be due to the extremely 

fragile nature of such young skeletons. Of 15 child skeletons, six were disarticulated. Of the 34 

adult skeletons, by contrast, only seven seemed to be disarticulated. Most disarticulation seems 

to have been the result of later burial in the same area, although not necessarily into the same 

grave. Only three graves were reused: A21, A28 and A31, all with artefacts. The 21 graves 

with artefacts generally contained one or two pots and occasional other items. A28 contained 

most items, including 35 obsidian blades and various bronze items. Taylour felt that a sacrifice 

or feast was held over A3 I when open and some later incidence of burning after it was closed. 

The following table represents an attempt at a contextual analysis of the graves in their setting: 

., ý. 

Al A4 Close to wall al 
A2 A3 Between walls ag and ah In a yellow 

earth layer 
A6 A6 No data 
A7 A Centre, overlies stones, likely open area 
All A Beside wall am 
A12 A Wall au, close to skull 11 
A14 A Unknown 
A IS A Close to wall au 
A18 A Close to burial 22 
A19 A Under collapse of wall av 

A21 A Three burials close to or under wall ar 

A22 A Close to burial 18 
A23 A Close to wall aw and other clsts 
A24 A Close to wall al 
A25 A Close to burials 28 and 30 
A26 A No data 
A28 A Shares cast wall with 30 
A29 A No data 
A30 A Shares cist wall with 28 
A31 A Close to wall AE 
A32 A Close to burial 31 
A33 A Close to wall ad; above burial 34 

A34 A Close to wall ad; below burial 33 
D4 D Close to unidentified wall 
D5 D No data 
D6 D Next to wall be 
D7 D Close to D11, walls bf a bb 
D8 D Paving overlies clst 

Burial likely to post-date wall MH 
Burial post-dates walls MH 

Unknown 
No data 
No data 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Burial predates collapse of av, may 
predate construction of av 
Possibly predate wall ar, but stone 
may simply have fallen 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown (30 later? ) 
Unknown 
Unknown (28 earlier? ) 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Original deposition likely to predate 
burial 34, but skeleton removed from 
when 34 Interred 
Interred after removing 33 
Probably removed from D7 
Probably removed from D7 
Unknown 
Taylour says D7 Interrupts wall bb 
Paving later 

MH? 
MH 
EH or MH 
EH or MH 
EH or MH 
EH or MH 
MH? 
MH? 

MH? 

MH? 
MH 
MH 
MH? 
MH? 
MH/LH 
MH/LH? 
MH? 
MH 
MH? 
MH 

MH? 
LHI 
LHI? 
LHI? 
MH 
MH? 

D9 D Close to wall bb Unknown MH? 
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D10 D Found on wall be Wall appears to be continuation of MH? 

DI I D Grave cut In rock, stones placed around 
later 

D12 D No data 
D13 D Close to wall be 
D14 D Close to wall be and wall bn 
D15 D Position unclear 
D16 D Close to end of wall be 
D17 D On top of grave 25 

D18 D In area between walls bi 8t bm; north of 
grave 25 

D19 D At an unnamed wall 
D20 D Close to wall bo 
D21 D Under stones (of collapsed cast? ); close 

to unnamed wall 
D22 D Close to 20 and hence wall bo; lay on 

paving 
D23 D Close to wall bn 
D24 D Close to burial 13 and wall bo 
D25 D Under burial 17; at juncture of walls bI 

& bm 

D26 D Close to burial 27 
D27 D Partly under wall bo 
D28 D Near 'hearths' 
D-- D No data - west of 28 
G1 G1 Central In trench 
TT7-1 TT7 On top of TT7-3 

TT7-2 TT7 Southwest of TT7-1 /3 
TT7-3 TT7 Below TT7-1 

TT7-4 TT7 Above TT7-5 

TT7-5 TT7 Below TT7-4; close to wall cf 

B6 811 Under collapse from wall hh 
BIO B11 Close to B11 81 B 16 
B11 Bil Close to B10aB16 
B16 B11 Close to BIOatB11 
B17 B11 Under stones 
B18 B11 Close to wall hh 
B20 812 Under occupation floor at east end of 

wall hs 
B21 B12 Close to walls hx and ge and under 

'several' floors 

BC, and skeleton clearly on top of it. 
But report suggests wall Is somehow 
related to burials ('party wall'). 
Suggest wall Is settlement remains. 
Stone surround goes over lower limbs 
and Is so later than original 
construction (but not necessarily later 
than the closing of the grave). 
Unknown 
Unknown, burial likely later 
Unknown 
No data 
Unknown 
Likely reinterment after removal from 
grave 25 
Unknown 

Seems to overlie and cut Into wall 
Cuts Into wall bo 
Unknown 

Post-dates paving 

Unknown 
Unknown 
Burial 17 likely removed for this 
burial; Taylour says burial disturbs 
wall 
Probably removed by burial 27 
Burial predates wall bo? 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Likely removed from TT7-3 when 
that burial Interred 
Unknown 
Likely removal of TT7-l for this 
burial 
Likely removed from TT7-5 when 
that burial Interred 
Likely removal of TT7-4 for this 
burial; relationship to wall unknown 
Predates wall hh 
Contemporary with B1I 8z B 16? 
Contemporary with B 10 at B 16? 
Contemporary with B10 U B11? 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 

Unknown 

LHI? 

LHI? 
LHI? 
LHI ? 
MH? 
LHI? 
MH? 

MH 

MH? 
MH? 
LHI? 

LHI? 

MH? 
MH? 

MH? 
MH? 
MH? 
MH 
MH? 
MH 

MH 
MH 

MH 

MH 

MH 
MH 
MH 
MH 
LHI/1I? 
MH 
MH/LH 

MH/LH 

Table A. 57.2. Contextual relationships in excavation data from Ayos Stefanos. 

I discuss and interpret table A. 57.2 in chapter six. 

Much less detail is available from the summary reports of later excavation. The following graves 

are mentioned in the MH-LHII range: 
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" from the 1973 season, a number of MHIII burials of infants is noted. One adult burial in a 

cast with three MHIII pots is illustrated (Al . 57.. 11). One child burial had two LHI/IIA 

cups. 

" from the 1974 season, one adult and three infant burials are noted, among MHIII and LHI- 
II contexts. Four further infant burials are probably late helladic. 

" from the 1976 season a shaft grave, of the true type with sunken roof, was discovered. The 

pit was built of large stones and covered with four slabs; one adult extended burial was 
found inside, with no objects. The grave Is dated before the construction of a MHIII/LHI 
building. Another burial In a cist and contracted post-dates the use of the building. 
Elsewhere three Mycenaean infant burials are noted. Other burials were certainly excavated 
but not described. 

Comments: the settlement at Ayos Stefanos Is very Imperfectly understood. Only a tiny 
fraction of the assumed Inhabited area has been excavated, from which, at least for the earlier 

excavations, complete building plans were not recovered and relationships between contexts and 

strata were difficult to Interpret. The exact contexts of the graves is therefore unclear. They are 

certainly intramural burial Inasmuch as they are located in the midst of settlement. Whether 

Individual burials were placed In then-used or then-disused areas Is much less clear (an 
Interpretation Is offered In chapter six). The sheer number of burials for a relatively small area 

suggests quite strongly that intramural burial was normal, at least for the middle helladic period. 
It is just possible that In the early Mycenaean period fewer people were buried intramurally, but 

this might equally be explained by a shift in settlement (or burial) emphasis away from the small 
area excavated. 
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57.3. Ayos Stefanos: plan of burials in trenches in area A. After Taylour 1972, figure 3. 

A 1.57.4. Ayos Stefanos: grave A20. 
After Taylour 1972, plate 40c. 
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A1 . 57.5. Ayos Stefanos: graves A5 (left) and A 17 (right). After Taylour 1972, plates 40a 81 40b. 

A 1.57.7. Ayos Stefanos: 
grave 3 1. After Taylour 

972, plates 40g & 41 h. 

  
10 
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Al. 57.6. Ayos Stefanos: graces A23 kleft) and A29 (right). After Taylow 1972, pi, ites 40d at 40f. 



-º fý! ý" 'S r 
A1.57.8. Ayos Sttfanos. Left: graves A34, A30, A28 8z A26 from west. Right: finds from grave A28. 
After Taylour 1972, plates 40e 7 41 e. 

1. Bronze earrings. 
2. Bronze hair-pin. 
3-One-handled cup. 
4. Carnelian beads. 
5. Biconical incised jar. 
6. Bronze ring. 
7 Two-handled goblet. 
&Cylindrical cup. 

if 
BURIAL 23 

AFTER R. HOW ELL 

0 

0 0.5 1.0 

----- M. 
Al. 57.9. Ayos Stefanos: plan of grave A23. After Tayour 1972, figure 5. 
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A1.57.10. Top: grave ttVIl-3. Burial and (left) 
incised cover slab. Left: incised cover slab from grave 
ttVll-5. After Taylour 1972, plates 43g, 44e 81 
43h. 

A 1.57.1 1. Ayos Stefanos: 
MHIII burial uncovered in 
1973 season. After Catling 
1974, figure 23. 
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A1.57.12. Ayos Stefanos: plan of burials In trenches In area D. After Taylour 1972, figure 13. 
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A1.57.13. Ayos Stefanos: pithos burial in D area (left), and graves D17 & D25 (after Taylour 1972, 
plates 44d & 44c). 

J1 

-ýý . 

l 

ý-- !ýA1 
. 57.14. Ayos Stefanos: 

ý grave D23. After Taylour 
4y- I 1972, plate 44b. 

f ... 

A]. 57.15. Ayos Stefanos: 
grave D7. After Taylour 
1972, plate 44a. 
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Epidhavros Limira 58 
1: 200,000 map reference: approximately -0.41'40"e 36^43'40"n Lakonia. 

Description: three chamber tomb clusters, dating LHI-IIIC. 

Directions: not recorded. 

References: Hr(stou (1956); Dhimakopoülou (1968); Dickinson (1977,63-64 and note 
34); Hope Simpson & Waterhouse (1961,136-137); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson (1979, 

117). 

Publication: short preliminary; detailed final for the pottery only. 

Excavation: excavated by Hristou in 1956. 

Setting: the akropolis of Epfdhavros Limir3 (AI. 58.1) is set directly on the east coast of the 
Malgas peninsula a few kilometres to the north of Monemvasfa. The tombs are set in the sides 

of a low ravine (Al. 58.2). Hrfstou excavated three tombs at the church of Ayia TrIAdha; at a 

place Identified only as Vamvaklä another tomb was excavated; and at Paledkastro an unknown 

number of tombs was investigated. The three Ayia Trlädha tombs are marked on the Hope 

Simpson ez Waterhouse sketch just southeast of the church at the east and of the ravine, in the 

south slope; the Vamvaklä tomb may well be that mentioned at Ayos Ioännis and so marked on 
the sketch (its description by Dhimakopoülou Is close to that of Hope Simpson 8t Waterhouse 

In their note 157); the Pale6kastro tombs would presumably then be those marked further up 
the Ayla Trl3dha ravine and on its north slope. 

Architecture: the Vamvakiä tomb and the three Ayia Trl3dha tombs were of similar plan. Each 

had a short, stepped dromos (stepped at Vamvaki3, probably stepped at Ayia TrUUdha); each 

ran south into the slope with a main chamber at the end of the dromos and a second chamber 

on the left (east) side. Chambers tended to be elliptical in shape.. Plans and sections of tombs A 

8t B at Ayia Triädha (Al. S8.3) suggest the following approximate dimensions: 

" tomb A, south chamber east to west, 2.6m; north to south, 1.7m; height, 1.3m; east 
chamber, diameter 1.6m; stomion of south chamber, height 80cm, width 70cm, depth 
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20cm; stomion of east chamber, height 90cm, width 70cm; dromos width 1.3m, surviving 
length 1.5m, probable original length 2.2m; three probable steps at north end, each 20cm 

high; 

" tomb B, south chamber east to west, 3.4m; north to south, 2.3m; east chamber possibly of 
slightly larger dimensions; stomion of south chamber, width 80cm, depth 20cm; stomlon of 
east chamber, probable width 80cm, depth 20cm; dromos width 1.3m, surviving length 
1.8m. 

The tombs at Pale6kastro do not have side chambers. The sketch (Al. 58.2) suggests at least 

six tombs further up the ravine, making a total of ten. 

There are some details of the excavations. The four tombs of Ayla Trl3dha and Vamvakl3 

proved to have pits in the floor of the south chamber, and sometimes niches in the wall; but the 

side chambers had neither. Tomb B at Ayia Triädha had four pits and one niche in its south 

chamber. 

Finds: Hristou remarks that the tombs had been subject to repeated recent illicit excavation. 
Excavation seems to have proceeded carefully In tomb B of Ayia TrI dha, but elsewhere, the 

excavator judging that the contents were too damaged to be worth Investigation, and excavation 

seems to have been cursory. Perhaps only one of the Paledkastro tombs was investigated. The 

pits In tomb B contained bones (probably disarticulated, although this point is not explicit) and 

one or two items (two stirrup jars, a bronze knife and spearhead, two beads of sard and eleven 
buttons of steatite and clay); twenty eight pots were found on the floor. The pits were covered 
by slabs. The second chamber contained bones and sherds. Tomb A, which had been damaged 

by recent tomb robbers, contained three intact pits, but little Information is given of the 

contents (several pots). 

Dhimakopodlou published the pottery from the tombs, but without any contextual detail. As It 
is not even known from which tombs individual items came, there is little point in listing them 
(Dhimakopodiou's numbers 7 81 12 are noted as coming from Paledkastro). 

Chronology: Dhimakopoülou suggested dates ranging LHIIA-IIIC in her publication of the 

pottery. Dickinson looked at the pottery, Including some unpublished Items, and suggested 

many of them were LHI. I follow Dickinson In what follows. 
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There are 86 catalogued items from the tombs. Two date to LHI (catalogue numbers 3& 64), 

sixteen to LHIIA (1,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,15,16,17,49,51,52), one to LMIB 

(2), and two to LHIIB (13 & 14). All periods of LHIII are also represented. There is little 

point in listing these here since details of context are not available, save that numbers 7 and 12 

are noted as coming from Paleökastro. Dickinson examined unmended sherd material and noted 

that much more LHI was present. 

Comments: the recording of the excavations was lamentable, so little detail is available and too 

few details are available of the interior disposition of the tombs to make any interpretation 

about funerary rites or periods of use. 

Architecturally the tombs exhibit a number of irregularities. The two illustrated tombs are very 

small; an adult could not stand up in the chamber of tomb A, for example. The side chamber is 

a feature familiar from 23: Volimidhia, as is the roughly circular (rather than roughly rectangular) 

shape of the chamber (but these tombs do not seem to have been well carved rounded tombs 

like 23: Voiimidhia and 52: Pellina). Added to this is the likelihood of a construction date in LHI 

for most, if not all, of the tombs, and the possibility of the presence of Minoan pottery, all of 

which features are familiar frone Volimidhia. The proximity of the tombs of 62: Kithira may also 

be significant. 

i 
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Lp diuý os Limirä: the akropolis viewed frone the area of the cemetery. 
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Al . 58.2. Sketch of locations of tombs. After Hope-Sinmpson 81 Waterhouse 1961, figure 10. 
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A1 . 58.3. Epidhavros Limirä. Left: plan and section of Ayia Tri3dha tomb A. Right: plan of Ayia Tri3dha 
tomb B. After Hristou 1956, figures 1 8z 2. 

A1 . 58.4. Remains of tomb in vicinity of Ayia 
TriLdha. 
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Pavlopetri 

1: 200,000 map reference: -0^43'45"e 36.31'n Lakonfa. 

Description: thirty seven intramural cist graves of uncertain date. 

Directions: I have not visited this site. 

References: Harding et aiii 1969; Hope Simpson at Dickinson (1979,118). 

Publication: unexcavated - survey (intensive). 

Excavation: unexcavated. 

59 

Setting: the site Is located deep in the eastern peninsula of the Peloponnese, about 22km 

south-southwest of Monemvasfa, on the west coast at the west side of the bay of Vätika. 

Underwater survey between Pavlopetrt Island and the mainland produced an extensive town 

plan for a well preserved settlement site. 

Architecture: the cist graves are 37 In number, with slabs for sides. The covering slab is 

present in only some cases. The average size is 62cm x 37cm. As the authors note, graves 14 

and 34 make use of house walls in their architecture, meaning that the houses came first. 

Finds: pithoi were seen in two graves (Al. S9.1); no other pottery or Item Is associated with 

any grave. 

Chronology: the tentative conclusion of the surveyors was that the town should be dated LHI- 

lliB and that the cist graves were probably of the preceding middle helladic phase. Two 

underwater chamber tombs are Mycenaean, while the smaller chamber tombs on the shore are 

of the type known from Mänika (early helladic II-III). Pottery covers all periods of the bronze 

age, but middle helladic is the least prevalent. The dating evidence was, however, extremely 
inconclusive: 

the attribution of the cast graves is a greater problem. One must decide whether they 
belong to the probably Mycenaean settlement now visible, and are therefore 
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genuinely intramural; or whether they are Middle Helladic intramural burials of an 
earlier settlement; or whether they were dug down into the remains of the probably 
Mycenaean settlement and are, say, Submycenaean or Protogeometric. 

Harding et alü 1969,140. 

Excavation would be required to solve these chronological problems. 

Comments: the cist graves could be of any date and their relationship to the architecture 

around them is far from secure. 
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2. Pavlopetri: graves 21 (left) &z 13 (right). After Harding et alii 1969, plates 29h & 28c. 

59.3. P. ivlop ni: br. ivc 7. Alter H. udii rt 
1969, plate 28b. 
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Sikea 
1: 200,000 map reference: the village is -0^46'40"e 36.45'50"n Lakonfa. 

Description: one excavated chamber tomb in a larger cemetery. 

60 

Directions: located in or near the modem town cemetery and damaged by road building. 

References: Steinhauer (1974); Siriopoülou (1994,469). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated by the Eforfa in 1973 or 1974. 

Setting: no information (other chamber tombs in the area). 

Architecture: the chamber is rectangular, 3.76m x 2.75m x 2.64m, with dromos to the 

south or southwest' (A1.60.1). The stomion was blocked by drystone walling, and from the 

published plan appears to be about 1.6m wide and 1.7m long. The dromos appears to be 

2.3m wide at the stomion. There were eight pits in the floor, each covered with slabs. Number 

VII appears also to have formed a niche in the back of the chamber, about 3m long and 1m 

wide. 

Finds: five groups of pottery and were noted in the chamber; two of the groups were placed 

with disarticulated bones. Graves I, III and VIII contained mixed bones; additionally, grave I 

contained four bronze Items (a sword, a razor, a knife and a tweezers), grave III contained three 
buttons and some sherds and grave VIII contained a cup. The other graves contained articulated 
inhumations, V, VI and VII containing a single skeleton, IV containing two skeletons side by 

side, and grave II with a single articulated skeleton and other bones at the feet of the first. 

These graves did not contain artefacts. 

' On the published plan the dromos is to the southwest, and so the tomb runs southwest to northeast; but 
throughout the description the excavator talks as If the tomb runs south to north. 

Appendix One 60: Sikea 774 



Chronology: pottery of all LHIII periods Is present In the tomb, but the date of its 

construction and first use Is problematic. 

The only pottery claimed to predate LHIII is the ewer found above grave III (Al . 60.3). This is 

said in the report to date to LHIIA, and this determination is attributed to H. Catiing. However, 

in his report of the excavation in Archaeological Reports for that year, Catling dates the pottery 

of the tomb to LHIIIA-C (1980,32), and he has kindly informed me that the ewer is unlikely 

to be of LHIIA date. The shape of the ewer appears to be FS 120 and In examining examples 

and diagrams in Furumark (1972) and Mountjoy (1986,1993) 1 am unable to find any 

reason to date it before LHIIIA2 or LHIIIB. The decoration is, however, not illustrated In any 

of these sources. 

The sword in grave I (A1.60.2) is also dated to LHIIA by the excavator. Catling, In reporting 

this tomb, describes It as 'Sandars' Type C, which must have been a misprint for 'Type D. 

Kilian-Dirimeier (1993,58 note 5) lists It as Type D variant 1 a, and similar to an example 
from Ayos Ioännis Knosbs, dated LMII2. This would allow a date of LHIIB for the sword. Its 

context (mixed bones and other metal artefacts In a pit) Is reasonable for an early Interment 

later reinterred in the pit. Given that it is the only such early artefact in the tomb, it is of course 

possible that it was introduced at a late date from some other context. The architecture of the 

tomb is also rather unlike any other pre-LHIII chamber tombs within the study area. Most of 
the disposition of the Interior Is In any case the result of LHIII practice. 

In conclusion therefore the construction of the tomb may be placed in the LHIIB period, but 

the only remnant of its use at that time is the Type-D 1a sword. This would suggest that the first 

use should be close to the end of the LHIIB period. 

Comments: none. 

z1 am very much Indebted to Dr Catling for pointing this out to me. 
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Krokees 
1: 200000 map reference: -1.10'15"e 36°53'n Lakonia. 

Description: an LHII-III cist grave. 

61 

Directions: I have not visited this site (see Hope Simpson ex Waterhouse 1960, figure 19 - 
page 104). 

References: Hope Simpson a Waterhouse (1960,103-105); Hope Simpson 8t Dickinson 

(1979,112). 

Publication: short preliminary. 

Excavation: excavated by Hristou, probably in 1956, and never published. 

Setting: the site is situated on the hill 'Kameas' 300m southeast of modern Krokees, about 
101an northwest of 57: Ayos Stefanos. 

Architecture: the tomb consists of a deep grave, 3m x 1.5m x 2m, originally covered by 

slabs, and built of flat stones'. It is described as a 'shaft-grave', but there are no further details 

of construction (hence no clear confirmation that it consists of a lower burial area with a roof 

supported on a ledge as at Mycenae or Lerna). 

Finds: pottery from the tomb Is said to be LHII-111, and traces of chamber tombs and 
'abundant' LHIII sherds are known from elsewhere on the hill. 

Chronology: LHII-III. 

Comments: none. 

' Implied by Hope-Simpson 81 Waterhouse' note 158. 
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Kithira 
1: 200000 map reference: -0^39'40"e 36.13'30"n Attikt/Pire3s. 

Description: Minoan chamber tombs along with urban site and peak sanctuary. 

Directions: I have not visited this site. 

62 

References: Staffs (1915); Benton (1932,245-246); Hope Simpson 8t Waterhouse (1961, 

148-160); Coldstream ez Huxley (1972, especially chapter 7); Petr3kos (1977); Onasßglou 
(1990). 

Publication: detailed final (Coldstream & Huxley) and short preliminary. 

Excavation: one tomb excavated by Staffs in 1915, nine by The Kythera Excavations from 

1963 to 1965, one by Peträkos In 1977, and one by Onasöglou In 1990. 

Setting: while this catalogue entry principally refers to the site of Kastrl, other tombs from the 
island are mentioned below; the island is briefly described in chapter one. Kastr( itself is located 

on the east coast of the island, most of the tombs having been found on a hill ('Asprogas') to 

the east of the akropolis of Kastrt, and others to the north on the slopes of a ravine (AI. 62.1). 
Of the tombs near Kastrf Investigated by The Kythera excavations, four had been more or less 
badly damaged by road cutting. The other group of five tombs was located about 250m to the 

north on the Asprogas hill. This second group consisted of tombs where pre-existing caves had 
been adapted for use as chamber tombs. 

Architecture: the tomb opened by Staffs, located near the main town of the island, was 
illustrated by Hope-Simpson & Waterhouse (A1.62.2). Both it and its near neighbour seem to 
have been approached by a ramp rather than a dromos, and so both are rather chambers cut In 

a vertical or near vertical face. The entrance was blocked by stones. The chamber of Staffs' tomb 
lacks a simple rectangular or circular aspect: rather, there Is a side chamber to the left, the back 

of the main chamber Is curved, while to the right the chamber Is straight-sided save for a niche 
near the entrance. The other tomb Is rectangular (or more exactly trapezoidal). 
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At Kastr% of the southern group damaged by road building, tomb A (Al. e2.3-4) consists of a 

central chamber approached by a dromos from the east; the dromos Is about 2.5m long and 
75cm wide (all measurements based on the published plan), the chamber about 3m northwest 
to southeast and 2m northeast to southwest. It Is Irregularly shaped and about 1.5m high. 

There are three side chambers to the northwest, southwest and south. That to the northwest Is 

rounded, the others squared. Each has diameter/length/width below 2m and height 1m to 

1.5m. Each chamber is joined to the central one by a stomion. No other information Is 

available; the rock cutting work Is said to be 'good'. 

Of the other tombs In this group, tomb C (A1.62.5) was badly damaged and only partly 

excavated. The chamber had been blocked. The general shape and dimensions of the tomb are 
difficult to gauge. Tomb J (Al. 62.11), situated immediately to the north of tomb C, was 

only partly Investigated and also damaged. It consisted of at least three burial chambers off the 

main chamber. Tomb D (A1.62.6) was also very badly damaged, but again parts of three 

chambers survived. One of these (Dz) was of 1.5m to 2m varying diameter, another (Dy) was 

about 2m square and perhaps 1.5m high. 

Of the northern group of tombs F (A1.62.8) and G (A1.62.9) were both single, squared 

chambers: the dromos area was not excavated. The chamber of tomb F was squared, about 
2.2m x 1.8m x 2m. The chamber of tomb G was almost exactly the same size, perhaps a little 

lower. The so-called "'tomb' B" was a dromos to a tomb never built. Tomb H (Al. 62.10) 

consists of a central chamber and four side chambers. These lie to the east and south, while the 
dromos Is to the west. The side chambers ranged in shape from sub-round to rectangular, with 
diameter or side length from about 1.5m up to 2m; the central chamber was about 3m in 

diameter. Later alterations make it difficult to gauge original shapes and sizes. 

The most impressive of the Kastri tombs is tomb E (Al. 62.7). It consists of a central chamber 

roughly 2.5m square and a little under 2m high with six side chambers ranged round from 

southeast through north to southwest, the dromos to the south. The stomion, hardly narrower 

than the dromos, was blocked by large stones; the dromos was stepped, and may have been a 

ramp rather than a rock cutting (the point is unclear). All the chambers are more circular than 

square, and the smallest is about 1.5m in 'diameter', while the largest is as much as 2m. All the 

entrances have thresholds about 10cm above the floor and the excavators note the careful 

cutting of the doorways. These doorways do not appear to have been blocked. The floor was 

strewn with beach pebbles and some parts of the chamber at least were originally stuccoed. 
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Of the more recent excavations, one is not described, but the other had three side chambers, of 

which two were excavated (Al. 62.12-13). The chambers were trapezoidal with side lengths 

1.7m to 1.9m and average height 1.7m. Stomia were up to lm long (deep) and 65cm wide; 
the dromos was 4m long. 

Finds: In Staffs' tomb there were two dead in the main chamber, associated with some pottery 

and a steatite Jar of LMIIIA date. The dead were In disarray, although Stays felt they had been 

laid out lengthwise originally. Other pottery was found In the left chamber. 

In tomb C, the chamber had been blocked and some finds were made 10cm above the floor of 

the chamber: bone fragments from a child's skeleton in different areas. A large amount of 

pottery was recovered, mostly cups and bowls. Tomb ] contained bones representing at least 

five individuals. Pottery included some whole stacked items and some material In the fill, but 

contextual information is largely lacking in the report. In tomb D the central chamber (Dy) 

contained large amounts of pottery at floor level, much of it stacked up, with a few fragments 

of bone. The pottery was mostly cups, jugs and bowls. The left chamber (Dx) was empty. The 

right chamber (Dz) contained more pottery and bone fragments. 

There were no finds from tombs F and G. A few finds in the dromos of tomb B Included about 
50 conical cups in fragments. Tomb H was also empty of prehistoric finds, having been reused 
in Roman and Byzantine times. 

Finds from tomb E are drawn on the plan. The excavators remark 

As the plan shows, bones were scattered in disarray throughout the tomb and no 
respect was given to fleshless skeletons. Vases were indiscriminately smashed, and 
joining fragments from them were found widely separated from each other. Some 
whole vessels were piled against the west wall to about forty centimetres above the 
floor. 

Coldstream and Huxley 1972,223. 

Much of this is due to the Minoans users of the tomb rather than 'tomb robbers'. 

Finds in recent excavations included piled-up marble plaques, along with pottery and human 

bones. 
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Chronology: finds generally range from MMIIIB to LMIB in date; items in Staffs' tomb were 

dated LMIIIA, and other LMIII objects or contexts are often noted, suggesting reuse at that 

time; Roman and other periods are also regularly represented. 

Comments: none. 
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A 1.62.1. Kastri: locations of tombs and settlement excavations. After Coldstream et Huxley 1972, figure 
2. Scale: 0-1 =1 km. 
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Appendix Two 

Unexcavated, undated and LHIII tombs 

INTRODUCTION 

This appendix gathers brief information on certain or possible funerary sites that have not been 

included in the main catalogue of this thesis. The data are grouped under the headings of 

undated tholos tombs, tholos tombs thought to date to LHIII or later, unexcavated tholos 

tombs, miscellaneous other unexcavated possible funerary sites, and late Mycenaean chamber 
tombs. 

UNDATED THOLOS TOMB 

Mouriatädha, Messinia (A2.1). Marinätos 1960,205-206. 

Located 200m northeast of crown of LHI11 palatial or settlement site of Mourlatädha. 

Built in slope of hill. Diameter 4.8m, preserved height 4.6m, expected original height 
6m (corbelling does not begin until level of lintel). Entrance 1.8m high, 1.05m wide 
below, 85cm wide above. Blocking up to 60cm, less well built above that, top 35cm 

empty. Dromos lined with stones for length of 3.1 m from facade. Entire fill of 
chamber is post-Mycenaean, with very large number of sacrificed animals. Even on the 
floor there are no Mycenaean remains. Shaft grave in floor: pit 1m under floor, at 
bottom of which built cast with covering slabs. Cist contained child's bones. No date 
for burial or any aspect of tomb. 

Appendix Two 788 



UNEXCAVATED THOLOS TOMBS 

Eyia Anthefa, Messinia (A2.2-5). Korres 1977b, 1978c. 
Unexcavated tholos tomb, located 600m west of the akropolis of ancient Thourla, 

modern Ellinikö. Up to 25 chamber tombs are known to have been located on this 

akropolis (recent excavations, Blackman 1998,52). The dromos Is at least 7.75m 
long, and the stomion is about 5m long (deep) and about 1.7m wide. Described by 
Korns as 'the best constructed tholos tomb In Messinfa', the stomion Is constructed of 
cut stone blocks, which project into the chamber with their ends cut at an angle to 
form a flat face. The lintel also appears to be a cut stone block. No dating evidence. 
Two other mounds on a ridge to the east are thought to cover tholos tombs. They are 
both 1 Om in diameter and 4m to 5m high. 

Goüva Kamäri, Messinia. McDonald 8z Hope Simpson 1969,137-138. 

Tholos tomb more or less completely destroyed through illicit excavation. About 2km 

west of 36: Kopanäki tholos tombs. 

Harokoyeib. Messinfa. Marin3tos 1958,192-193. 

Marinätos examined this tomb in 1958 but his plans to excavate it did not come to 

pass. It was completely intact in 1946, when the landowner removed the keystone, 

lowered himself into the tomb, and removed a bronze cauldron (likely to be LHI-II 

date, LHIIIAI at the latest: Hope Simpson & Dickinson 1979,155.156) and a 
sword. The landowner later destroyed the northern half of the tomb. No architectural 
details are available, save that the construction material was the usual flat stones, but 
in this case partly worked on the inside faces. 

Mändhra Haznä. Messinia. McDonald u Hope Simpson 1961,234. 
Unexcavated tholos tomb. The outline is apparently clear, 13m In diameter and 
dromos 11 m long running east-northeast. If the estimation of diameter Is correct, this 

would be the largest tholos tomb in the study area (the external diameter may 
however have been quoted). 

Mänesi. Messinia. Hatzi-Spiliopoülou 1992b. 

A likely tholos tomb of small dimensions (possible diameter 3.5m) was noted under 
an alöni; its excavation was planned for 1993 (report unavailable at the time of 

writing this thesis). 
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Mesopotamos Tourkokivouro. Messinfa. McDonald az Hope Simpson 1961,245. 

Unexcavated tholos tomb. Mound 13m diameter, up to 3m high. Dromos possibly to 

northwest. Illicit excavations; possible find of bronze cauldron. No further 

information. 

M(dhen Vigla. Messinfa. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1961,244. 

Two unexcavated tholos tombs. Located on the high ground Immediately above 
Navarino to the north of modem Pi"los. One mound Is 20m in diameter and the 

dromos is discernible to the north. The second is 50m distant to the north. 

THOLOS TOMBS THOUGHT TO DATE TO LHIII OR LATER 

Arna, Lakonia (A2.7). Spiröpoulos 1982b. 

Chamber 6m diameter, many bone groups and finds Including pottery, knives, a 

razor, other bronze objects. Extremely brief report. Almost certainly one of the tombs 

listed under Arkines, below, as unexcavated. Said to be of late Mycenaean date. 

Arkines. Lakonia (A2.6). Tsoündas 1889,132-136; Sotiri3dhis 1910,277; Hope Simpson at 

Waterhouse 1961,128-130. 

Two tholos tombs. A: 4.7m diameter, 3.75m preserved height, 2.8m stomion 
length, 2.65m length dromos. Rough construction. Pottery possibly LHIIIA. Other 

finds bones, beads, bronze nail, 'gold relief ornament In the shape of an oenochoe'. 
Tomb B: no finds, no details. Two other small tholol possibly located In the vicinity 
(one of which almost certainly later excavated as Arna, above). 

Enelian6s, Messinfa (A2.8). Biegen et all! 1973,237-242. 

3km south of the Palace of Nestor, half-destroyed by road cutting, recently 

completely destroyed. Diameter thought to be 2.35m, possible original height 

1.75m. Few scattered bones at floor level, maximum two Individuals. One empty pit. 
Pottery protogeometric, some objects of iron. 

Mälthi, Messinfa (A2.9-12). Valmin 1938,207-225; Svensson 1927. 

Valmin in 1926 excavated two tholos tombs at the western foot of the akropolis (one 

exceptionally well preserved), and at least one other existed In the near vicinity. The 

material recovered from these tombs was apparently uniformly late Mycenaean. In 
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terms of architecture the tombs exhibit certain features that might be taken to confirm 

a late date: relieving triangles, lintels of a single stone, and stone-lined dromol. 
Architectural details, tomb 1: dromos 13.5m long, 2.35m wide, stone lined; stomion 
3m deep (long), 3m high, width 1.6m at the outside, 1m at the Inside, single 
limestone lintel 2.5m x 3m x 40cm, relieving triangle about 1m tall and 1m wide; 

chamber 6.85m diameter, height 5.8m. Tomb 2: dromos 12.5m long, 2.2m wide, 

stone lined; stomion 2.6m deep (long), 2.8m high, width 1.6m outside, 1.3m Inside, 

single broken lintel 2.5m x 2.9m x 30cm, assumed relieving triangle, stone drain In 

stomion floor; chamber diameter 5.75m, surviving height 3.5m, single pit in floor. 

Both tombs seem to have preserved few intact contexts, and what little material has 

been published appears to be LHIII. Tholos 2 has been almost completely stripped of 
its stone between excavation and the present, while tholos 1 Is preserved under a 

covering erected by the Eforfa. 

Nihbria, Messinia (A2.13-14). Wilkie 8z Dickinson 1992. 

Diameter 6.6m, original height thought to be 5.6m. Height of stomlon 2.15m, 

maximum width 1.23m. Originally four lintel blocks. Dromos 8.9m long, 1.78m 

wide, lined with stones. Two pits in chamber and two shaft graves In chamber. Periods 

represented in finds: LHIIIA2-LHIIIB2 for pottery, suggestion of earlier dates for 

other items. Numerous finds of artefacts and human bones from pits, shaft graves, and 

chamber floor. 

A number of other tombs at Nihbria has been dated to the protogeometric period. 
The Lambropoülou tholos tomb is located about 1.5km northeast of most of the 

other Nih6ria tombs. The entrance was 96cm tall and up to 84cm wide; the Irregular 

chamber was up to 2m in diameter, and was intact on excavation, although the height 

is not recorded. The floor was paved with slabs, a feature of protogeometric tombs 

(or of protogeometric modifications to tombs) in this cemetery. The tomb contained 

one extended and three heaped up burials. Artefacts were dated to 'dark age' and 

protogeometric. Other artefacts found in the field were dated LHIIIC-PG. Elsewhere 

at Nihdrla three horseshoe-shaped built tombs of PG date were excavated. 

Panoülia Latzoüni, Messinia. Marinätos 1955,255. 

Located outside village of Papoülia. Diameter 4.4m, preserved height 1.5m, stomlon 
2.2m long, 80cm wide, dromos 1m wide and more than 3m long. Dromos lined with 

stone only at facade, for 1.25m. Two pits In tomb, at least ten Individuals present. 
Ceramic said to be late Mycenaean, but not described or even examined. 
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Pagodlia village. Messinia. Marinätos 1954,315-316. 
Two tholos tombs. First badly damaged, perhaps 3.6m diameter but only up to 50cm 

preservation of (walls. Disordered bones, pottery and bronze objects. Second tomb not 

described, again badly damaged. Finds limited to steatite spindle and sherd of stirrup 

jar. No bones. 80m between the two tombs. A pit beside the first may have held 

sherds perhaps originally coming from the tomb. Ceramic, undescribed, said to be 

LHIII. 

Vlahonoülou, Messinia. Marinätos PAE 1964,89-92. 

Diameter 2.92m to 3.1 m, height probably 2.8m. Pillaged just before excavation; had 

been intact. Stomion 1m long, 83cm wide below, 50cm above, 1.2m high. Six pots 

published LHIIIA-B, but these had mostly been found by the pillager. Another tomb 

thought to be in the vicinity. 

MISCELLANEOUS OTHER POSSIBLE FUNERARY SITES 

The following list does not claim to be exhaustive and moreover some of these sites, on 

excavation, would certainly turn out not to be archaeological, not to be funerary, or to be post- 
Mycenaean in date. References are generally given to a single source for each site; further 

references can be found by consulting the principal reference given. This list, and the list of late 

Mycenaean chamber tombs that follows it, is based on the extensive surveys of Hope Simpson 

(1957), Hope Simpson 8t Waterhouse (1960,1961), and McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 

(1961,1964,1969); the catalogues of Hope Simpson ez Dickinson (1979), Shipley (1996a) 

and Cavanagh at Mee (1998); and reports in Archaeological Reports and 
: 4pxaio2oycx6v AeAziov. 

Messinfa 

Aristodh(mion Tourkoskotomeno. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1964,235. 

Possible tholos mound 5m high. 

Exohik6 Ayos Nikölaos. McDonald st Hope Simpson 1969,154. 

Destroyed tholos tomb. Presumably located close to recently excavated examples at 
42: Kapläni. 
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Glikorizi. Blackman 1997,48. 

Tholos mound, up to 2.5m high, with visible lintel 2m x 80cm. Close to 35: Perlsterl3. 

Handrinoü Koube. McDonald 81 Hope Simpson 1961,245. 

Two possible burial mounds. 

Hoürou (Pisäski). McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1961,238-239. 

Two possible tholos tombs. Same general area as Engliands protogeometric tholos 

tomb (above). 

lklena. McDonald ex Hope Simpson 1961,241. 

Three possible tholos tombs at two different sites. 

Kalivia Päno Hor16. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1969,144. 

Destroyed tomb with LHIII finds. Possible tholos nearby. 

Kinigod Avarinitsa. McDonald at Hope Simpson 1964,233; 1969,150.151. 

Burial mound, possibly Mycenaean or possibly Roman. 

Kopanäki Stilära. Valmin 1928,31. 

Destroyed tholos tomb. Could not be located by McDonald 8t Hope Simpson. 

Lämbena Tourkokfvouro. McDonald 8z Hope Simpson 1964,235-236; 1969,157-158. 

Possible tholos tomb. 

Lond Kafiri6. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1961,248. 

Possible tholos located under church. 

Ner6milos Viglftsa. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1961,246. 

Tholos mound 33m In diameter and 5m high. I sought this mound In 1994 and could 

not locate it. 

Pi¢ädhia. Hope Simpson 1957,240. 

Human bones found with MH or early Mycenaean pottery in a ? cave. 
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Dhiäsela Koutsohera. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1961,229-230. 

Two possible tholol. 

EDitälio Avos Y6rzos. Themelis 1968c; McDonald & Hope Simpson (1961,227-228; 1969, 

129); Hope Simpson ez Dickinson (1979,98). 

McDonald 8t Hope Simpson do not mention early material In their reports, but Hope 

Simpson 8t Dickinson refer to 'traces of MH tombs' as well as offering LHI-II among 

the date range for the site. It is likely that Hope Simpson Si Dickinson's 'traces of MH 

tombs' is based on Themelis' (1968c) mention of a number of middle helladic sherds 
'in all probability from graves' found In a trench dug at the foot of the hills (see 

Themelis 1968c, especially the plan showing the area - plan 1, and page 170). 

Kafkaniä Fengaräki. McDonald & Hope Simpson 1969,129. 

Cist tombs, apparently late Mycenaean. 

Ladik6. Tomlinson 1996,21. 

LHI sherds and bone fragments handed over to the authorities are the only remains of 

a destroyed tomb of unknown architecture. 

Lakonia 

Avos Strate os Elitsa. Hope Simpson & Waterhouse 1960,89. 

Possible small tholos tomb. LHIII pottery found. 

LATE MYCENAEAN CHAMBER TOMBS 

Again, this list is not exhaustive. Sources are as quoted for the previous category. 

Messiaia 

Aristomenes. Tomlinson 1996,23. 

Chamber tomb destroyed In road cutting. LHIIIC pottery. 
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Dhiavolitsi Lodtses. McDonald Bt Hope Simpson 1969,143. 

Destroyed chamber tomb with one skeleton and LHIIIB pottery. 

Enelian6s. Biegen et alii 1973. 

Six LHIII chamber tombs (in addition to the LHII example described In 24: Englian6s). 

Enia Anthefa. Blackman 1998,52. 

Up to 25 chamber tombs, some excavated and dated LHIII. 

Hora Avos Ioännis. Marinätos 1954,305-308. 

Five chamber tombs, two excavated, LHIIIB or later. 

Kalamäta. Hope Simpson 1957,242-243. 

Late Mycenaean chamber tombs. 

Karterßli Ayos Konstandinos. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1961,249-250. 

Nine certain and four possible chamber tombs, presumably LHIII In date; dug In three 

areas. 

Mädhena Ayos Konstandinos. McDonald & Hope Simpson 1961,156. 

A single late Mycenaean chamber tomb destroyed in road widening; at least one 
burial. 

Stoüpa Leftro. Hope Simpson 1957,233-234. 

Destroyed Mycenaean chamber tomb. 

Lakonia 

Amikleon. Hope Simpson at Waterhouse 1960,76; French 1990,22. 

Six chamber tombs. 

Anaelöna. Mee 8t Cavanagh 1998,84. 

Chamber tombs. 

Astcri Karaoüsi. Hope Simpson & Waterhouse 1960,91-92. 

Possible chamber tombs, LHII-III pottery found on slopes below. 
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Avia Trl dha. Blackman 1997,44. 
Forty or more LHIIIA-C chamber tombs. 

Ayos Vasiileios. Shipley 1996a, 291. 

Possible chamber tombs. 

'Ganeania'. Hope Simpson 8t Waterhouse 1961,139. 

Two chamber tombs. 

Laina. Shipley 1996a, 291. 

Chamber tombs. 

Mavrovoüni. Hope Simpson 8t Waterhouse 1961,114-118. 

Seven chamber tombs, likely of LHIII date; possible tholos mound. 

Meläthrla. Mee 81 Cavanagh 1998,84. 

Four chamber tombs. 

Neäpoli. Hope Simpson 81 Waterhouse 1961,142-144. 

Chamber tombs at several sites. 

Pefkes. Blackman 1997,47. 

Three LHIII chamber tombs. 

Peristeri. French 1990,25. 

One excavated chamber tomb and others unexcavated. 

Stenä. Hope Simpson $t Waterhouse 1961,141-142. 

Chamber tombs. 

Tsäsi. Hope Simpson 8T Waterhouse 1960,92-93. 

Excavated but unpublished LHIII chamber tomb. 

Viahidti. Hope Simpson & Waterhouse 1960,92. 

Two possible chamber tombs. 
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Aerapidhoh6ri. Mee 81 Cavanagh 1998,85. 

LHIII chamber tomb. 

Alenoh6ri. French 1993,27. 

LHIIIA2-B chamber tomb and cist. 

Aspra Spitia. Mee 8t Cavanagh 1998,85. 

Two chamber tombs. 

Dhi3sela Koutsohera. McDonald 8i Hope Simpson 1961,229-230. 
Three excavated chamber tombs LHIIIA-C. Two possible tholol. 

Flbka. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1969,128. 

LHIIIB vases from destroyed (chamber? ) tomb. 

Helidh6ni. Catling 1986,31. 

LHIIIA-C chamber tomb cemetery. 

Kaneleto. Mee & Cavanagh 1998,85. 

24(? ) chamber tombs. 

Klädheos. McDonald 8t Hope Simpson 1969,129. 
Two large chamber tomb cemeteries; seven excavated contained LHIIIA-B material In 

one, ten excavated contained LHIIIA-C material. 

Lithäri. French 1990,31. 

Two chamber tombs. 

Makrfsia KanIJ. McDonald & Hope Simpson 1961,229. 
Four chamber tombs, two excavated with LHIIIA-B material (Mee 8t Cavanagh 1998, 
85: 23 chamber tombs, but no new reference). 

Mäveira" Mee sz Cavanagh 1998,85. 

Chamber tomb. 
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Miräka. Mee U Cavanagh 1998,85. 

Chamber tombs at various sites. 

Olimbia Museum. McDonald & Hope Simpson 1969,128-129. 
Thirteen LHIIIB chamber tombs. 

Pl3tanos. McDonald & Hope Simpson 1969,128. 

Three LHIIIB-C chamber tombs. 

Strefi. McDonald st Hope Simpson 1969,128. 
Two chamber tombs. 

Trines Pale6kastro. McDonald & Hope Simpson 1961,227. 
Chamber tomb cemetery. 
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ý, A2.2. Epia Antheia tholos tomb, 
Messinia. Right side of stomion, looking 
along wall to unexcavated chamber. 
After Korres I 978c, figure 6. 

A2.3. Epia Antheia tholos tomb, 
Messinia. Stomion, lintel, and 
unexcavated chamber. After Korres 
1975b, plate 327(3. 
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A2.4. Lpi i Antheia tholos tomb, Messinia. Facade. After Korres 1978c, figure I. 
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A2.5. Epia Antheia tholos tomb, Messinia. Plan of visible remains. After Korres 1978c, plan 2. 
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. 6. Arkines tholos tomb, Lakonia. 
er Hope Simpson K Waterhouse 
51, plate 21 d. 

ýAina thul)s tumb, L. ikuni3. Altei 

,j,, ulos 1982b, plate 59a. 
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A2.8. Englianös (site 24) protogeometric tholos tomb. At c, i IUIt, R; nct )Iii 1973, plate 294. 



A2.9. MäIthi tholos 
tomb I: dromos, facade 
and stomion. After 
Valmin 1938, figure 
36. 

A2.10. Mälthi tholos 
tomb I: apex of 
chamber. After Valmin 
1938, figure 39. 
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A2. I I. MSlthi 
tholos tomb II. 
Dromos, facade and 
stomion after 
Valmin 1938, 
figure 40. 

A2.12. (Below) 
Mälthi tholos tomb 
II. Chamber, after 
Valmin 1938, 
figure 43. 
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A2.13.30: Nihöria: UMME tholos. 

A2.14.30: Nih6ria: UMME tholos. Scale: 2m. 



Appendix three 

A general consideration of the middle helladic 
`tumulus phenomenon' 

In the appendix to the first printed preliminary report of the Pylos Regional Archaeological 

Project (Davis et alii 1997,485-488) a warning Is Issued to those that would seek to Interpret 

the middle helladic burial practices of Messinfa: 

Reinvestigation [of two mounds previously identified by McDonald & Hope Simpson] 

... emphasizes the dangers lurking for anyone who attempts to make sense of the 
published distributional patterns of tumuli in Messenia without initiating new 
fieldwork. These two examples by no means stand alone. 

Davis eta!!! 1997,487. 

The two mounds reinvestigated by PRAP, 22: Pirgos and Koukouyera (McDonald 8t Hope 

Simpson 1961,240) were originally identified as a middle helladic burial tumulus and a tholos 

mound respectively. Koukouyera, now mostly destroyed by bulldozing, has been shown to be a 

natural knoll, which might have been suspected from the statement of the original Investigators 

that 'no surface pottery is apparent'. Other sites where no pottery was collected should be 

placed under equal suspicion. 

This is not the case with 22: P1rgos, however. In 1961 McDonald 8t Hope Simpson located the 

mound and collected what they described as the base of an imitation minyan goblet and a matt 

painted handle from another goblet, along with other sherds that they recognised as Roman or 
Byzantine. They also noted pithos fragments eroding out of the sides of the mound. 
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PRAP visited the mound on a number of occasions, and saw It In differing states of preservation, 

as bulldozing has reduced It to a central cylinder core. From the sides of the mound they 

recovered Roman and Byzantine pottery and noted tiles of Hellenistic and later dates. They 

found neither pithos nor prehistoric pottery. Their conclusion Is that the mound (which they 

deem a natural knoll) was used only In historical times and should not be regarded as a middle 

helladic burial tumulus (Davis et all! 1997,486-487). 

One of the major problems that PRAP faced in designing their survey was the apparent loss of 

almost all of the sherds picked up by McDonald 8t Hope Simpson In the UMME field seasons of 

the late 1950s and 1960s (Shelmerdine, In conversation). This means that the two pieces of 

middle helladic pottery collected on the mound are no longer available for Inspection, and have 

not been published. The question therefore settles on the perceived competence of McDonald 

8t Hope Simpson as ceramic typologists. In the case of 22: Pirgos, there are two questions to be 

asked: did they correctly identify the two pieces of pottery that they described as middle 

helladic, and did they correctly identify the pithos fragments that they saw eroding out of the 

mound? In respect of the second question, the implication in PRAP's rejection of 220rgos as a 

middle helladic site is that McDonald 8t Hope Simpson misidentified hellenistic (or later) tile as 

middle helladic pithos. The implication in the first question Is simply that the two sherds were 

post-bronze age. PRAP offer no suggestions as to what these sherds might be. 

The question Is crucial for the interpretation of all unexcavated burial mounds. Tile graves of 

later periods have often been noted in these mounds (for example, A1.21.15), and Indeed 

some mounds are dated to the historic period on the basis that only historical material has been 

found In them. If McDonald 8t Hope Simpson were Incompetent In distinguishing tile from 

pithos, and their attributions of finer pottery are questionable, then most of the known tumuli 

should be regarded as historical rather than prehistoric. 

I would like therefore to gather the evidence, such as it is, in order to pursue this question. The 

most important observation must be that the middle helladic tumulus, as variable in form as it Is, 

does in fact unquestionably exist as an archaeological phenomenon: this Is clear from the 

excavated examples. Moreover the mode of burial in these mounds, although variant from site 

to site, does include examples of both pithos burial and burial in casts. Therefore the first point 

to note Is that, on the basis of published excavation evidence, there are precedents for middle 

helladic burial tumuli with'pithos and cast burials in western Messinfa. 
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Published observations of workers other than McDonald & Hope Simpson confirms that some 

unexcavated tumuli are of MH date. The destruction of a burial mound at 28: K3nalos In 1982 

led to the observation that large slabs, bones, and MH-LH pottery had formed part of the 

matrix of the mound (Papakonstandinou 1982). The mound at 2: Evangelism6s was discovered 

by Korres In 1982, after his excavations at sites such as 14: Ayos loinnis Papoülia and 

17: Voidhok1liä, and so his observations of middle helladic pithos sherds should presumably be 

competent. A third mound at 15: Plätanos Is further observed by Korres to have contained 

middle helladic pithol. A report from 7: Dhi6dhia a Stref1 mentions bronze age as well as later 

sherds. 

Finally, my own observations and those of others in my presence must add to this list. At 

2: Evangelism6s, for example, I with Dr Kallfope Sarrf observed bronze age pottery eroding from 

the section through the mound, with later pottery also present. We also observed Mycenaean 

pottery at 15: Plätanos. I noted bronze age pottery sherds on the Dh3pia ridge (sites 5 8t 6). 

and Nigel Spencer noted a fineware fragment that may have been middle helladic at 21: 1. efki 

mound 126. 

The reuse of middle helladic burial mounds in the Hellenistic and Roman periods is a clearly 

established fact. Few mounds seem to have been untouched during those later periods, and this 

pattern of Interference is also evidenced in numerous tholos and chamber tombs. In field survey, 

therefore, the discovery of post-bronze age sherds alone is not proof that a mound was not 

constructed in the middle heiladic period. 

The opposing evidence is equally formidable. Of the tumuli within the PRAP study area, all 

could either not be found, or if found presented no datable prehistoric object. Moreover, the 
inability of later workers (myself included) to relocate mounds on the basis of McDonald 8i 
Hope Simpson's sketch maps or other instructions has made their many Identifications seem 
doubtful. The action of modem farming has undoubtedly contributed to the loss of these sites. 

I believe, however, that many, but not all, of the Identified tumuli were correctly Identified In 

the past. The proper recognition of the importance and reuse of these monuments In later 

periods, and the fact that some of them may wholly date to later periods, has been strongly 

evidenced by PRAP and Is welcome; but the Inability of surface survey to locate prehistoric 

artefacts on an unexcavated mound, or looking at the section of a damaged mound, does not 

make a strong case for a purely historical date of use. The number of middle helladic artefacts 
that one might expect to retrieve from such a site Is small: the review of evidence from 
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excavated sites has shown that burial acts do not rely on large amounts of material culture. The 

more visible presence of later artefacts in these mounds merely reflects the greater use of 

material culture in the burial rites of later periods. In some of the mounds, If pithos burial were 

not practised, it is possible that no middle heliadic material culture might be present, In a 

mound nonetheless first used in that period. Although we may rue the fact that we cannot 

check the findings of McDonald & Hope Simpson by inspection of their pottery, until a 

programme of excavation (badly needed for reasons of conservation as well as research) Is 

undertaken to really seek an understanding of how, and indeed when, these sites were used, we 

must to a greater or lesser extent rely on the findings of previous workers, which must - for the 

time being - stand. 

See further comments in Postscript, page 851. 
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Appendix Four 

General illustrations 
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A4.1. Olimbia: plan and section of tumulus. After Yialoüris 1964, plan 1. 
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A4.2. Olimbia: tumulus under excavation. After 
Yialoüris 1964, plate I77a. 
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A4.3. Olimbia: third tumulus. 
After Kyrieleis 1990, plate 10. 
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A4.4. (below) Steno, Lefk3dha. 
Tumuli under excavation. After 
Ddrpfeld 1927, plate 37. 
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A4.5. Area under study. 
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A4.6. Area under study, with approximate locations of sites listed In Appendix One. 
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A4.7. Area under study, with approximate locations of middle helladic sites listed In Appendix One. 
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A4.8. Area under study, with approximate locations of late helladic I sites listed In Appendix One. 
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A4.9. Area under study, with approximate locations of late helladic 11 sites listed In Appendix One. 
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A4.10. Middle helladic sites In the Peloponnese. After SirlopoiiIou 1994, map 30. 
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A4.1 1. Late helladic I sites In the Peloponnese. After Siriopoülou 1995, map 39. 
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A4.12. Late helladic II sites in the Peloponnese. After Siriopoülou 1995, map 48. 
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A4.14. Map of sites in central Messinia. 
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A4.16. Kamiläri tholos tomb, Mesarä, Crete: during excavation. After Levi 1962, figure II. 
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A4.15. Arhänes, central Crete. Tholos tomb r. After Sakellarakis & 1997, figuic 
133. 
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A4.20. Plan of chamber tomb cemetery at Upper Yips3dhes, Knosds, Crete: after Hood et alii 1959, 
figure I. 
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A4.22. Chamber tomb I at Mävro Spileo, Knosös, 
Crete: after Forsdyke 1927, figure 4. 
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A4.23. Chamber tomb 5 at M3vro Spileo, 
Knosbs, Crete: after Forsdyke 1927, figure 8. 
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A4.24. Chamber tomb 7 at Mävro Spileo, Knosds, Crete: after Forsdyke 1927, figure 15. 
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A4.25. Knosbs, Crete: Upper Yipsidhes tomb XVIII. After Hood et alii 1959, figure 21. 
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A4.26. Types of pithoi excavated in sites at Arhänes, central Crete. After Sakellarakis & Sapouna- 

Sakellaraki 1997, figure 447. 
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A4.27. Arhines, Ctte. Left: pithos burial in situ. Right: burials in larnakes. After Sakellarakis 8i Sapouna- 
Sakellaraki 1997, figure 191. 

A4.28. Palace style jar from Isöpata 'royal tomb', 
Knosds, Crete. After Evans 1935, figure 238. 
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A4.29. Plan of tumuli at Vranä, Attiki. After Peträkos 1995, figure 19. 
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A4.30. Vranä, Attiki: plan of tumuli I, II 8z III. After Peträkos 1995, figure 21. 
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A4.3 . Vý. ., A Li i. Horseshoe-shaped grave (wmulus? ). After Marinätos 1970, plate 7b. 
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Postscript, October 1999. 

(Page 295) The site of the mound at 6: Pila was recently rediscovered during survey undertaken 
by Professor Korr&s (June 1999). The author was also present. Numerous pithos sherds were 
collected, but no other material. The site is considerably higher than the candidate described on 
pages 294-295. 

(Page 461) The remnant of the mound at 22: Pirgos was excavated by the Eforla in 1998 (X. 
Arapoyl3nni, public lecture, Athens 1999). One middle helladic pithos burial was found, along 
with other'christian' burials. 

(Page 809) The results of the excavation at 22: PIrgos, noted above, obviously strengthen the 
arguments and observations of Appendix Three. 
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