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construction of the bank, for there is evidence for such
levelling in the section, and the crest of the bank lay
behind the line of the palisade. No trace of the palisade
was found in the third cutting across the bank and ditch,
but here the evidence'is confused by the presence of two
Neolithic flint-mining shafts.

Five small cuttings were excavated in the interior
without finding any trace of occupation. This suggests
that the enclosure was not inhabited. Holleyman remarked
upon the unusually large number of animal bones which were
found, for some 50-100 oxen were represented (ope cite, 250).
He estimated that the whole earthwork might contain the
remains of well over 1,000 oxen. This may provide the
gsolution to the function of the enclosure, for it was most
probably used to pen cattle. In this connection, it may be
noted that William Cobbett observed a sheep~fold in Wilt-
shire in 1826 which enclosed an acre of land and contained
about 4,000 sheep and lambs (1830; reprinted 1967, 304).
Harrow Hill encloses threequarters of an acre and may well
be large enough to contain at least the number of oxen
estimated by Holleyman,

The structural evidence from Harrow Hill is closely
comparable to that from New Barn Down, for both sites possess
primary palisades followed by earthwork enclosures with the
bank set just behind the line of the preceding palisade,

The pottery from Harrow Hill can also be matched at New Barn
Down among the late forms (e.g. Curwen, 1934, figs. 15, 17).
It is suggested, therefore, that the cattle enclosure on
Harrow Hill was constructed and used by the inhabitants of

the New Barn Down settlement during the early first millennium
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