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ALISTAIR JUSTICE

WHERE THE RIVER FLOWS

A MEDITATION ON THE WORK OF

THOMAS JOSHUA COOPER

FOR

VOICES AND LARGE ENSEMBLE

FULL SCORE



I was first made aware of Thomas Joshua Cooper's work through his
exhibition 'Where the Rivers Flow' which was showing at Edinburgh's
Fruitmarket Gallery in December 1997. I was immediately struck by the Epé/
strength of his work and resolved to write a piece that was influenced and

indeed (hopefully) reflected the nature of his photography.

Musically the piece is based on two ideas; 3%rcontinuous variation which
winds its way through the piece and the pulseless music of the beginning, end
and SENZA TEMPO sections which serves to break up the continuity of the

journey.

Structurally, like a number of Cooper's works, the piece is cyclic, and
so, like the seasons, we end up back at the place from which we started out,
but, much like nature, although it is basically the same, it differs in a

number of ways.

The text, I derived from the writings of the trancendentalists Emerson
and Thoreau (acknowledged influences of Cooper's) and, added to thé€sgsections
from Chief Seattle's Address which were concerned with the spiritual
relationship between nature and man. So that the meaning of the texts were
not lost I decided that they should only be spoken or chanted, a decision
which meant that any sung phrases would be wordless. I therefore set the

choral music in these sections to the open sounds of 'ah' and 'oh'

=\



The Text for ‘'Where The River Flows'

Speaker

To speak truly, few adult persons can see nature... At least they have a
very superficial seeing... The lover of nature is he whose inward and outward
senses are still truly adjusted to one another. (Emerson)

It is not what you look for that matters, it is what you see. The earth

is not a mere fragment of dead history stratum upon stratum like the leaves of

a history book, to be studied by geologists... but a living poetry...not a
fossil earth, but a living earth. ( Thoreau)
Choir

Remember all you have seen
For everything forgotten
Is given back to the circling winds
Speaker
Even the rocks that seem dumb as they swelter in the sun along the

silent seashore thrill with memories of past events connected with the fate of
my people... And when the last red man shall have perished from the earth and
his memory among white men shall have become a myth, these shores shall swarm
with the invisible dead of my tribe...And when your children's children shall

think themselves alone, they will not be alone. The white man will never be

alone. (Chief Seattle)
Speaker

To speak truly, few adult persons can see nature... At least they have a
very superficial seeing... The lover of nature is he whose inward and outward

senses are still truly adjusted to one another.

Choir
The Great sea stirs me
The Great sea sets me adrift
It sways me like the weed on a river-stone.
Speaker
It is not what you look for that matters, it is what you see...
Choir

We are never tired as long as we can see far enough...



Composer's Notes

The tempo markings throughout this piece are to be considered as only
general guidelines; the conductor should 'pull' the pulse around where he
feels it is necessary. The only exception to this is between rehearsal mark N
and N+8 where the beat should have a rigid four/four feel to it, much like in

most 'pop' music.

In the SENZA TEMPO sections, although there is no beaten pulse the
conductor/performers should think of J:s.eo as being a general pulse for any
regular groups eg the quavers which appear in the Bass Clarinet and Bodhran

parts.

Between rehearsal markings Q and R the Bodhran takes his cues from the

Flute, unless marked that the conductor is to give the signal to continue.

In sections where the duration of the pitches and rests are in seconds
the conductor/performers should take these markings as being a rough guide and
not an exact measurement of time to be adhered to. If the performer FEELS
that that period of time has elapsed then, unless they have to wait for a cue

from another performer, they should ccntinue.



Asx 5”7

ﬂ'!

Glossary of Notational Symbols

Conductors indication of start of next phrase
Conductors indication for a performer to enter approximately
the specified duration (in this case five seconds) into the

present section

Between Q) and R this symbol indicates the points at which
Percussion I is to follow the flute

Repeat continuously until signalled to proceed to the next
phrase

Short break of less than one second

Short break of approximately one second

Break for the specified duration (in this case five seconds)
When one performer is following anothers lead, this symbol
indicates the approximate period of time before they have to
re-enter

Break until conductors next signal

Break until next section

Pitch/rest to last the specified duration (in this case nine
seconds)

Accelerando through this grouped cell

Accelerando then ritardando through this grouped cell

Pitch to be held for the duration of one breath/bowstroke

Note to be continued until signalled to proceed

Chanted rhythm

As Loud As Possible
Crescendo from silence

Diminuendo to silence



Instrumentation

Flute
Bass Clarinet in BP
Tenor Trombone (with straight and plunger mute)

Bass Trombone (with cup mute)

Speaker

Percussion I (Bodhran, four Temple Blocks)
Percussion II (High Triangle, Suspended Cymbal, High Woodblock, Whip)
Percussion III (Low Triangle, Low Woodblock, Metal Bar*!l)

Percussion IV (Glockenspiel, Bowed Glasses*z, four Tom- Toms)

Choir (minimum 4.4.4.4 split into two equal groups) with prayer stones*3

Strings (minimum 4.4.4.4.4 split into two equal groups)*3

SCORE 1IN C
*1 The metal bar should be slightly lower in pitch than the woodblock and
should have a similar resonance.
*2 To bow the glasses a cello bow should be used. The best resonance seem

to come from 1 pint (586ml) glasses, filled with water to the level which

gives the required pitch.

%3 If there are more voices and/or strings than the minimum, the

equ%librium between the two groups must be Mmaintained.
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