SOUTHERN SHEET : LAND CAPABILITY MAP OF SWAZILAND Scale 1:125,000
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POTENTIAL FOR AN IRRIGATED ROTATION OF CROPS
for example vegetables, maize, cotton and other annuals
AND FOR SUGARCANE except on Highveld soils

Slopes are considered too steep when over |49,

Good soil on suitable slopes
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Loterergols /iohaca
Marguey

Fair soil on suitable slopes

Poor soil on suitable slopes

Very poor soil on suitable slopes
Unfit soil on slopes less than 149,
Good soil on too steep slopes

Fair soil on too steep slopes

| Poor soil on too steep slopes

Very poor soil on too steep slopes

ET Unfit soil on slopes more than 149,

Based on the sail rating of the commonest series 1n each sail set. © set is sub-
divided according to rﬁgioﬂ. other sets are treated as entities. During |968- ACCURACY OF LANDCLASS/CRARTOGRARFYY
1970 soil rating A is expected to be best for irrigated crops: ratings B to E On average BU%, to 999, of the total mapped area of each Land
are in decreasing order of suitability and profitability The mapped soil sets Class will contain soils and slopes in that Class, but 10% to
sampzising sachirating e as followes 20%, of the area will belong to other Classes. This is normal
A—LMRWsets for reconnaissance land capability surveys. Too much precision
B —ACH CL DL F NH SH TL sets must not be expected. The chief Land Classes of a block (50 acres

C —B8 |JH JLP SL ZH sets and O set outside the Lowveld
or |00 acres in-extent may readily be gauged, but the Class an
E: ES |HUKXQYH5::: V ZL sets and the Lowveld fraction of O set 30 or 40 acres <annot be predicted confidently from the map.
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Although most relevant to irrigability, the Land Classes also give 50 Miles

an approximate representation of the best and worst areas for Roads s 3 {

raingrown cropping. In fact Classes AS and BS may be considered Railways

as largely good to fair for all farming systems (except rice- © O Towns and Villages ~+—-—-= Province Boundaries in South Africa
~——= Rivess District Boundaries in Swazil t

growing) and for afforestation, provided the crops or trees are
in their correct climatic environment. Some rainfed fields may
transgress to steeper slopes (149, to 22%) particularly in
Classes AT and BT as mapped here. On hills and mountains the
livestock carrying capacity of unlmproved'pasture decreases
roughly down the scale AT to ET.
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. Swaziland" —Ministry of Agriculture Bulletins 23-25
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Land Class mapping by G. Murdoch (4,080,000 acres on Northern
Heights to the nearest [0feet . . . +3080 - S B A g 4 ) and Southern Sheets combined) and |. C. Baillie (220,000 acres)
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JOZIﬂ] Lake Base maps |:50.000 Directorate of Overseas Surveys (London)
topographic sheets, revised by Mrs. E. Murdoch and photo-

graphically reduced by Mrs, H, Hudson, Geography Department.
Witwatersrand University (johannesburg).

Published on authority of 5. . Sibanyoni, Permanent Secretary
for Agriculture, and A. C. Venn, Director of Agriculture
(Mbabane).

Copyright 1988, Further copies obtainable from Ministry of
Agriculture, P.O. Box 162, Mbabane. Price of Northern Sheet
or Southern Sheet R2 each.
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For details concerming rrigability and agroforestal petental
generally see G. Murdoch (1968) "“Soils and Land Capability in
Swaziland' —Ministry of Agriculture Bulletins 23-25,

ACCURACY OF LAND CLASS CARTOGRAPHY

On average 809, 1o 999 of the total mapped area of each Land
Class will contain soils and slopes in that Class, but 109 to
200, of the area will belong to other Classes. This 15 normal
for reconnaissance land capability surveys. Too much precision
must not be expected. The chief Land Classes of a block |50 acres
or 100 acres in extent may readily be gauged, but the Class on
30 or 40 acres cannot be predicted confidently from the map
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Land Class mapping by G, Murdoch (4,080,000 acres on Northern
and Southern Sheets combined) and |. C. Baillle (220,000 acres)

Compiled by G, Murdoch. Prepared and drawn by C. Veriaan
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graphically reduced by Mrs. H, Hudson, Geography Department,
Witwatersrand Unwersity (johannesbarg).

Published on authority of S. ), Sibanyoni, Permanent Secretary
for Agriculture, and A C Venn, Director of Agriculture
(Mbabane).

Copyright 1968, Further copies obtainable from Ministry of
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POTENTIAL FOR AN IRRIGATED ROTATION OF CROPS
for example vegetables, maize, cotton and other annuals
AND FOR SUGARCANE except on Highveld soils

Slopes are considered too steep when over 14%,

Good soil on suitable slopes

Fair soil on suitable slopes

Poor soil on suitable slopes
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Very poor soil on too steep slopes

ET Unfit soil on slopes more than 4%,

Pundwini
+2650

Based on the soil rating of the commonest series |n each sojl set. O set (s sub-
divided according to region: other sets are treated as entities. During 1968-
1970 soil rating A is expected to be best for irrigated crops: ratings B to E
are in decreasing order of suitability and profitability. The mapped sail sets
comprising each rating are as follows:

A—LMRW sets

B —ACHCLDLF NHSHTL sets

C — B |H JL PSL ZH sets and O set outside the Lowveld

D—EGHEKQHTHV ZL sets and the Lowveld fraction of O set

E—DHIUXYsets

NAMAACHA —

Sandriver

26° 00" — Although most relevant to irrigability, the Land Classes also give D am

an approximate representation of the best and worst areas for
raingrown cropping. In fact Classes AS and BS may be considered
as largely good to fair for all farming systems (except rice- ;
growing) and for afforestation, provided the crops or trees are
in their correct climatic environment. Some rainfed fields may ¢

E . transgress to steeper slopes (149 to 229%) particularly in Msau[i

Classes AT and BT as mapped here. On hills and mountains the ’
livestock carrying capacity of unimproved pasture decreases 'l

roughly down the scale AT to ET
’
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