
Introduction to the text

This edition is based on six copies, four of which

are kept in the Siileymaniye Kutuphanesi in Istanbul, one

in Bursa and one in the Punjab University Library, Lahore.

1. Amcazade Hiiseyn paja, 102 Suleymaniye, Istanbul,

ff. 137; 15 lines; 24 x 15 cm, 14 x 8 cm0

White glazed paper; gold margin; ahadith are over-

scored in red.

Script: Naskh; leather binding.

The seal of the Waqif is on the first page and on

This copy was written ten years after the author's

death, and is written in a good clear hand. The dots are

omitted occasionally. This text was used as the basis

for the edition being the earliest of the six copies,

three of which are all fairly similar in accuracy and

completeness.

f. 99.

Date: 989/1581

Begins:

\j^\ 4, ,

Bnds:
• y , A
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2. Fatih 781, Suleymaniye.

ff. 127; 21 lines; 21 x 13 cm (15 x 6 cm);

White glazed paper; water marked; ahadlth are over-

scored in redo

Script: Naskh; paper bound.

On the first page there is the seal of the Waqif,

Sultan Mahmud.
• •

No date (probably written before 1168/1754).

Begins: the same.

Ends:
_ * .

Clearly written copy, with occasional omissions.

The letter , y (fa*) is used in reference to this copy.

3. Giresun 39, Siileymaniye.

ff. 103; 23 lines; 21 x 15 cm (16 x 9.5 cm);

White paper; ahadlth are overscored in red.

The beginning of each bab is written in red.

Script: Naskh; paper bound.

Date: 1020/1611

Begins: the same.

Ends:
, Z JUA w . V, < Z ' >UV •

• vl—LX.J—'—4$"-^ yf " <—
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Clearly written copy, the letter ^ (jim) is used
to refer to this copy.

4. Reisulkilttab 171, Suleymaniye.

ff. 237; 11 lines; 30.5 x 20 cm (14 x 8 cm);

White glazed paper; water marked; ahadlth are written

in red.

Script: Naskh; leather hound.

There are Waaif seals of the Re *isulkuttab Mustafa
- • •

3f. on ff. 5 and 2a.

Date: 1036/1626

Begins: the same.

Copied from No. 3 (Giresun) and, therefore, not

referred to in collation of MSS.

3nd3: \ C** U^

5. Punjab University Library, AR — —

2539

ff. 103; 21 lines; 21 x 15 cm (16 x 10 cm);

White paper;

Script: Naskh; paper bound.

Begins: the same.



iv

The following two lines on the title page written in

the same hand as the text five the name of the writer and

the date of copying (1352/1933):

a

It would seem, therefore, that this was copied from a

manuscript deposited in the Maktabat 'Arif Hikmat in Medina,

catalogued in the unpublished list of hadlth books as

MS 1498, to which the editor of this edition could not

obtain access0 The Lahore MS is clearly the most recent

copy, and often provides the correct reading of the text,

where the other MSS are faulty. There is a misarrangement

of ff. 83-86 and marginal notes on ff. 71, 74b and 97.

The letter (lam) has been designated for this copy.

6. Bursa, G-enel Kitapligi, Huseyn Jelebi 219o

ff. 149; 17 lines;

Script: Ta'llq; ahadlth are overscored.

Begins: the same.

Ends: v- - * \ • ? \ \ .

_A>A) \ i/'P \ ^

\ j? \)j \ ■ - ■- > 1

This manuscript was used in microfilm, and no

accurate information can be given on the rubrics, binding

or size of the MS. The letter < ^ (ba*) is used to refer

to this copy0
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It seems that most of the copyists had difficulties

in understanding the text in parts, and naturally have

made mistakes. While preparing the correct text, a

suitable version has been selected from the above

mentioned MSS. Obvious slips in copying words or rendering

corresponding genders have been corrected, after giving

the original reading in the footnote. The occasional

error in a quotation has been corrected from the sources

and the correction is indicated in the text. No

unjustified interpolation has been made in the text and

every effort has been made to maintain its original form

in the best possible way. Most of the sources employed

by the author in the preparation of the commentary have

been checked and used to correct the text where necessary.

The following conventions have been used in the text

to indicate sources, corrections or interpolations:

1. ( ) Large parentheses indicate the quotation

of a verse of the Qur'an.

2. (( )) Double large parentheses indicate a quotation

from hadlth.
a

3o | j Vertical lines indicate an addition from
another copy.

4. C ) Small parentheses indicate an ambiguous

reading, which cannot be rectified by

comparison with MSS or reference to sources.

5» [ ] Brackets indicate an addition from the sourceso

6. < > Arrow-head brackets indicate an addition by

the editor0
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7. " " Quotation marks indicate quotations which

the author has taken from his sourceso

8. Overscoring indicates the text of that

hadlth which is subject of the discussion

in the chapter.

The book is divided into 42 chapters, each devoted

to one hadith. Although the complete text of the hadlth

is provided in small portions in the commentary, the

complete uninterrupted text of the hadith is given at

the beginning of every chapter, to provide the reader

with an overall view of the text before proceeding to

the commentary. Variant readings of the text are given

in the margins while references and indices are given

separately as appendices.
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I(T

rT'-CirTfî-7
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