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~ | having been successfully vaccinated.

MODIFIED SMALL-POX IN THE
UNVACCINATED.

By C. KiLLick MILLARD, M.B., B.Sc. (Pub. Health),
Senior Assistant Medical Officer, City Hospitals, Bir-
mingham.

| It is stated by some, especially by those opposed
to vaccination, that modified small-pox occurs in
persons who have never been vaccinated, nor yet
partially protected by a previous attack. By
“modified ” small-pox, I mean small-pox which
fails to run its usual course, the eruption drying
up, or ‘““aborting,” prematurely. .Such cases are
usually extremely benign, and are very common
in persons whose vaccination has failed to protect
them completely. They also occur, and are the
| rule, in second attacks of variola. I do not wish
to deny that these cases ma@y occur in pErsons|
unprotected by either of these means, but I can
only assert that if they do ever occur, they must
be extremely rare, for in all our experience of the
present epidemic of small-pox in Birmingham,
numbering now over 3,000 cases, we have not seen

a single instance.

The following case, for permission to publish
which I am indebted to the courtesy of the
Medical Superintendent, Dr. Meredith Richards,
helps, I think, to explain some, at least, of
the supposed cases. Annie G , aged 18,
was admitted to the Birmingham City Hospital on
June 2nd, 1894, suffering from an extremely mild

| attack of typical modified variola. She had a
| few scattered papules, chiefly on the face and
| wrists, but barely a score altogether, which early
| aborted, quickly drying up and disappearing.
There were absolutely no constitutional symptoms
either before or after the appearance of the erup-
tion. She stated positively that she had never
been vaccinated, the reason being, she said, that
she had been in ill-health at the time when as an
infant she ought properly to have been done. Except
for this and an attack of measles she had never
had any illness before—certainly not small-pox.
Careful examination of both arms failed to detect
the slightest sign of vaccination, nor were there
any traces of a previous attack of variola. Not
being satisfied, however, I wrote to her mother,
and inquired as to the facts from her. Her reply
corroborated the daughter’s own statement.
Annie had never been vaccinated, her doctor
certifying when she was three months old that
she was unfit for the operation, in consequence of
an attack of bronchitis. The family subsequently
changed their address, and the child was doubtless
lost sight of by the vaccination officer, for I have
since ascertained that she was never signed up as

4/

On the strength of these facts, we came to the
conclusion that this was a genuine instance of
modified small-pox in an unvaccinated person, and
I showed a photograph I had taken of her to
several of my friends as such.

Last month, however, nearly five months after
the patient had left the hospital, we received a
visit from the vaccination officer, who told us the
following story :—In the course of his duties he
had called at the house where Annie G was
living, after she had been discharged from hos-
pital, and inquired as to the facts of her vaccina-
tion. Being somewhat sceptical, he examined her,
and observed a small cicatrix, about the size of a
threepenny piece, immediately below the lower
lip, a likely site for a burn. This scar, I must
confess, had not struck me as of ang importance.,
The vaccination officer, however, inquired as to
its origin, and was thereupon informed by Mors.
G—— that #hat was the sore place she got when
a few years old from nursing her baby sister at
the time the latler's arm was bad with vaccination !

- Further inquiry as to the appearance and history

of the sore which formed, and inspection of the
scar which it left, made it quite clear that Annie
G—— had unwittingly vaccinated herself.

[Ep1Tor1AL NoTE.—The photograph sent with this article
shows very well the modified character of the variola, and
also the foveated cicatrix on the chin.]
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