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Dr. Balthasar Hlibmaier of Friedberg was one of the Reformation's
most interesting personalities. Unlike Luther and Zwingli who were not
well known oprior to their conversion to Protestantism, Hlbmzier was rec-
ognized as a substantial pillar of Roman Catholicism and had a personal
fame long before the moment in his life when he decided in favor of the
reforming aspiration., For thirty-nine years of his 1life he was a medieval
Roman Catholic in the truest sense of the term. He was the honored and
beloved punil of Johannes Eck, who used his influence to raise Hiibmaier
to influential positions at Freiburg and later at Ingolstadt. In 1519
he became the Domprediger of the cathedral at Regensburg and was instru-
mental in the exvulsion of the Jewish minority which had entrenched itself
in the city through a thousand vears of residence. This event was the spark
which ignited a fervor for pilgrimage which was seldom equalled in the
history of southern Germany. Because of his devotion to Rome, Hlbmaier
was respected by his colleapues and considered a man of zealous conviction
.upon whom the Church could rely for dependable decision and decisive
action.

In 1521 Hlibmeier began to have misgivings about the direction
his religious life had taken. Having moved his field of overation to
Waldshut, he began to devote a great deal of time to the study of the
New Testament and the writings of the Protestant reformers. Through
meetings with Vadiean, Busch, Glareasn, Erasmus and Zwingli, he was drawn
towards Protestantism which resulted in his breaking away from various
elements of Roman worshiv. He took part in the second disputation at
Zirich in 1523 and began ecclesiastical reforms at Waldshut the following
vear. Until 1525 when he accevnted the practical demonstration as well
as the theoretical basis for believers' baptism, his relations with the
Swiss reformers were harmoniocus. After this event he was cast off by his
former Swiss friends and hunted by the Austrian state because his preaching
caused division in the syvmpathies of the Austrian border cities. He fled
to Zlirich, then to Augsburg, and finally to Nicoclsburg in Moravia where
he crganied a church patterned after his own persuasion. Two years
later he was captured by the Austrian government, tried, tortured, ccn-
victed, and executed at Vienna.

Hbmaier had only four years to devote to reform, but in the space
of these few vears he managed to publish the twenty-seven books, pamphlets,
tracts and leaflets which apvear in the appendices of this study. To date,
the avnendices of this thesis represent the only complete collection of
Hlilbmaier's writings in Europe.

-}

This thesis ﬁégggggs to clarify the obscure portions of Hlbmaier's
biograrhy and to review his thought in the light of his experience. Hib-
maier has been called an "Anabaptist", but it is doubtful whether this
designation suffices to explain his life and thought. His position was
a compromise between the Protestantism of Luther and Zwingli and the ra-
dical piety of mainstream Anabaptism. The world was not ready for such
a compro.ise, and, for this reason, Hllbmeier's type of reformed Christianity
died with him,

Use other side if necessary.



DT

4 4 y 44 b e s o £ LU A " = |
WL L .

N 3 ) 3 .. W A .,,, . 2
- Q@ OOk
Q p ( ////é////%a W\

= //// .
—= . : ; ?%/// ’ .
_ N ._,__, W\ //////fy

BALTHASAR HIIBMOR NOCTOR Vvosr Foim

..;_._ '
3 _"
M _
”nm” ....__ ///
(L _
HIHIHT \ g
il ) |
it I
il ﬁ
i 1N \ il
iR



THE LIFE AND THOUGHT (F BALTHASAR HUBMAIER

1485 -~ 15&86

A Thesls
Presented to
The Senatus of

Ihe University of Edinburgh

In Partiadi Fulliilment
of the Reguirements for the Degree

boetor of Phiiosophy

by
Rebert Arthur dacoskey
-Bot"ll-q ¥ b.-L‘t

May, luot




DEDICATED

T0

fhe Family anc Frienas

who mace this

study possible,



ACKNOWLESZLD Q B KkNTS

There are seveéral peopie Lo shom I am especiaily
incebied for assistance in the preparation of this thesis., 1
must express my gratitude first to br. Jousef Nourcenhaug,
President of the Rischdlkon Bapytist beminary, RUschilkon,
cwitzeriand, #ho shared with me a list giving the iccations
of most of Hiubmaier's writings. @ithout his heldp the task of
colliecting them wouid have been much more difficuit. Because
of Dr, Nordenhaug's kindness, 1 am able Lo thank Lhe uircctors
and staffs of the foilowing Aibraries for their aids the
Slaals-una Stadtbibilothek Augsburg; the Ueffentliche Bibiiothek
der Universitiit Basel; the claut-unc Hochschulbibliiotiek Berng
the soravsky sewsky Archiv Brno; the Stadt-und Universitlis-
bibiiothek Frankfurt; the Hostock Universitlisbibiicthoes; the
Lanuespibliothek Stuttgart; the Zérich Zenlrudbibliothek; the
Uesterreichisches STaatlsarchiv Vicnna, and particudariy bur,
Josef ctummvoll ana the Uesterreichische Natiovnai-bBibliothek at
Vienna, The Tlbingen Universitdisbibilothek anu the Lioracy of
the Evangedlische LULIft at THobingen aliso offereu wuch assisiance
in the gathering of other important materiad,

Adlthough most of the research ifor ihis thesis was uone
in Germany, I appreciate the gencrous and hos iiabie efforts
Lthatl were made in my behasf oy the Naticneld Liprary of Scotlend,
Liie rdaluaburgh Universily Library anu the sivrary of New Coilege,

fhere are three people, nowever, to whum 1 &l pal’ticu-
iarly gretefui, Tne Rev, Princlpas Charies uvutnie of toe

Congregutional Corleze and New Cosdege, Laiuburgh, who acled &S



my first adviscr, rendered inveiusble assistence in the form
of suggestions snd encouragesent, I beneflited also by the
friendly adavice of my seccnd aavisor, the Rev, Professcr 1. F.
forrence, whouse interest in my work ied to my being graunted
financial assistance from the ¥orsy kndowment to help defray
the cost of collecting and reproducing Bbmaier's writings as
they aypear in the appenuices,

To my wife, who had the arducus tasks of correcting
the manuseript and the typing of the finad copy, and who has
been a pertner in wy study and an inspiretion in countless

other ways, 1 am especiaily grateful,

hobertv Arthur Maguskey

New Coliege
Bay, 1006



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

a. Former waler studles.,
b. Purpose, scope and range of this discussion,
¢, The hanaling of the material,

Lhe épblguigy of the Name "Anabaptist": . . . . .
a, A term of general conuemnation.
b, Diversity within Anabaptism,

The Swiss Brethren and Mailnstream Ansbaptlsms . . .

a. Iwo theorlies of origin,
i Waldensian survival.
ii Christisan Bumenism,
iii The two theories united,

Ihe Hajor Beliefs of the Swiss Brethren: . . . « . .

a. Ten arees of emphasis.

Ih ition of H#lbmaiers . . . . . .

&4, Accused of aavocating the maJur beilefs uf ai;
"Anabaptist" parties,

b. Exposed to many influences,

¢. ot one of & larger Gisubensgruppe.

d,., Well kncown during his lifetime,

F. derch lbth, 15£8: A HReport of Hflbmaier's Execution

CHAPTER ONE
THE YEARS OF EDUCATION AND ADJUSTMENT

Fried ugsbur reibur 1485 - 1512: . .
a. Birth ana esrly training,
b. Attends Latin school for boys at Augsburg.
¢. Hbmaier moves to the University of Freiburg.
- 3 Beginning of friendaship with Johann Mayer
von KEck,
ii Conflicting phiiosophies at the university.
iii Joins the "Pfauenburse" (university life).
iv Chooses to feoliow theclogy.
v Mealeval theologicel education,
¥l Hemoval to Schaflfhausen,
vili HReturn to Freliburg.
viii Continues theological stuay
ix Assumes uireciorsnipy of the "Plfeuenourse,®
X The dismissal of Eck,
xi Hibmaier compietes theological course,

41

418

. 19



B,
C.
D
E.
F.

&hn. 5.L "'-lebz . & 8 = e s & 8
a. ﬁﬁ%maier follows Eck to Ingolstaat
b. HUbmalier becomwes the "Frauenkirche" priest.
i Duties at the "Frauenkirche."
¢. Promotion to "Lizentiatv."
d. aAwarded Docter of Theology degree.
€., Ifrouble with the law.

f. Becomes pro-rector of the Universitly of Ingolstadt.

i Added responsibliities.
&. Leaves Ingolstadt to assuwe position of
Domprediger at Regensburg,

CHAPTER TuC
AN ADVOCATE CF RUME

ée The city and cathedrai.
Social TONBIODBE « o » % ¢« o o 4 o % o w = 0 o o
Econople IensionNst + « ¢« o « o o » o o o s o

Politics and the JewsS: « ¢« + « o ¢« o o o o o »
The Church and the JeWsS: « « « +« o o o & o o o o

HiAbmaier as "Dompredigels™ o o ¢« o o « o o o o &
&. He jolns hands with the city council to exped

the Jews.
b. The HReichstag at Augsburg.
i  HYbmuier expelled from Cathedrai chapter,
il Thwarted by the Jeuws.,
iii Attempted bribary.
iv Hllbmaier reinstated.

G. e Death of mgaga;;;gn and the Expuision of the

Jews

uemonstr“tlons a0d riocs,
b. Hibmaier presches hate and destruction,
¢. Destruction of the synagcgue.
d. Erection of chapel "Zur schdne Maria.®
e. Hlbmaler instelled as first chapliain.
f. Beginning of pligrimages.
. Hiracies ana signs.
h, The plague.
i. Bcclesiastical Jjealousy.
J. Dispute between the council ana the cathedral,
k., HUbmaier decides to leave Regensburg.

a7

. &a

48
ox

(5353



CHAPTER THREE

IHE YEARS OF INDECISICON AND THE BEGIKENINGS OF REFCHM

b. Hﬂbm«iel's ecclesiastical status,
¢. Theologicai misgivings,
i Begins to study Luther's writings.
ii Hkeetings with Busch, Glarean and Erasmus,
iii Return to Freiburg.
iv Heavy emphasis upon biblical study.

Hivwaler returns Lo Regensbur AGBBE o« ¢ s w e
a. neinstated as chaplagn of "Zur schéne Maria,"

i Vasciliates between evangelical Christianity
and Homen Cactholiic ceremonialism,
b. Intensified New Testament study.
c. Decision to return to waldshut,

a. lieeting and discussion with Zwingil at Zarich.

b. Journey to 8t, Gallien and meeting with Vadian,

¢. Second ZUrich disputation, October <éth, 1525,
i Hibmaier's contributions.

d. Hibmaler formulates plans for ecclesiasticas reform

at Waldshut,
e. Beginning of Austrian intervention,
i Waldshut council defends Hibmalier and repels
the Austrian comuwissioners.,

Pa 59& Beginning of Active Reform, 1524: . . . .

. achtzenn Schiussreden so betreffende ezn gan g

Christiich leben/ woren es gelegen ist
i Deniali of pro-Lutheran sentimencs.

b. Incebtedness to Luther,
¢c. HlUbmaier discards the ties of Roman Catholicism,
i Pentecost Sunday, 15Z4.
i1 Waldshut reformation patierned after that
of Z#rich,
d, Hibmaierts relation to the Peasant revolt,
i Austrian suspicion,
e. Hilbmaier declines an invitation to return to
Hegensburg.
f. Austria cdetermines to move against waldshut,
i Paruicuiar Diet at nnsisnelm.
i1 ]

gegeiner Stadt Waldshut.

g&. Hilbmzier fiees to Schaffhausen.
i Ein ernstiiche Christenliche Erbietung an
eine bhrsaumen uabe ze Cchaffnausen.,
ii Von Ketzern und irren Verbrennern,
h. Return to mqldvhut October xuth, 1624.
i Hans von Bulgenbach ana Die Zweif Articked
der Bauern,

75

80

9



ii Schilussreden die Baldagzar Friedberger
or Axiomata.
i. Preparation for siege.
i Appeal to Zfirich for assistance,
ii BHUbweier rallies his forces,
J. Tensions are eased,
i Waldshut given a temporary reprieve,

CHAPTER FOUR
IHE SPUKESHAN OF ANABAPTISM

Zuingli and the Swiss Badicals: .+ o ¢« ¢« o o ¢ ¢ o o o 183
&, 2wingli's former attitude toward baptism.

i Die 67 &gticke; Aaiggli's.
il u rtinde der Schlussreden,

b, Some words of Luther concerning baptism,

i Einp §grgog von dgm Neuen Testament, das ist
von der ren HMesse 1519,

ii kyn §ermon von aem heyligen hochwlirdigen
Sacrament der Taule.

¢. The re-thinking of the baptism guestion in the
~light of the State Churech idea.
d. The Anabaptist agitation in the St, Gallen area.
i Zwingli supports Vuainn with Von der faufe,
von der wWiederdt e von de indertaut.

Hﬂbmaier acceyns Believels' Baptism, April, 1B&b6: ., . 138
& Tra waldsh ntiice

erbietung an alle Christgi ige menschen,

b. Ain Sum @ins ganzen Christlichen lebens.

c. Active persecution of Swiss Anabaptists.
i Fiight of Wiihelm R8Bubli to wWaldshut,
d, f8ubli baptizes HlUbmaier,
i Rttliciner begchiussreden von Doctor Paltus
Fridberger zu Walidshut aiien Christen von
una ' rient d' mess,
e. Creation of the regenerate, free church st Waldshut,
f. Hubmaler writes Von dew christenliche Tauf der
Gigubigen.
g« Zwingll answers with Uber Doctor Balthazars
L tchlei sahrhafte gr@indliche Antwert durch

Huldrychen Zwing.en.
h., Hibmaler retaliates with Ein Gesyrech Balthasar
Hibn8rs von Fridberg.

Jdaidshut!s Downfall; Decemiber, 158852 . « « o o o o« o o 159
&. Destruction of the Griessen peasants,
b. Dissention within the city,
i The triumph of Gutjahr and Armbruster.
¢, Hibmaier flees to Zdrich,
i Roman Catholicism returns to Waldshut.

. Hibmaier's Last Visit to Z#rich, December, 1525 - 1526: 162

a. An abortive aisputation,



b, Hiibmsier ordered to recaunt, -
i Hibmaier betrays Zwinglii,
¢. Imprisonment and torture.
i Die Zwelf Articked Chrlsuen¢lche Glaubens.

ii Ein Kurtzes Vater unser.

d. Hilbmaier's retraction and release,
e. Hemovali Lo Augsburg.

CHAPTER FIVE
THE FLOURISHING AND THE WITHERING

- '.6' - - - . . - - - - L] -LGB
de ﬂeetings with yaor&us and Dengk
b. Beginning of intensive literary campaign,

i Der Urgxten unng par neuen Jeeren Urtail/

d man die n knindlen nit tauffen

olie, bi i glauben unnderricht sind,
ii Grund und Ursach/ das einn yedalicher mensch,

der gleich in seiner kbinothell retsulft istb,

echuid se gsleh reenht nach der Urdnu

hidistd suffen lag ’
iii Von dew khindertauff,
Nicoigburg, July to December, 1586: . . « +« « o« « « « 478

a. Convaects reformers,

i Uswald Glaildt, Hans Spitalmaier,

il Hartin Gﬁﬂchel
b. Beginuinge of Anabeptist migration to koravia,.

i  Simprecht Sorg (Froschauer),

ii Leonhard Schiemer, Hans Schiaffer.

iii Hans Hut.
¢, Hflbuaier consolidates his position.

) 3 Ein kurtze Entschuldigu D, Balthasar Huebmors

von fricberg an sile istg 8ubig menschen,
eilige underricnt gie wort/ Das
ist der Leib mein/ in dem Nachtmal Christi.
i1l Ein Christennliche Leertafel/ die eln
Yediicher mensch eh und er im Wagser getaufit

WAr t7 vor wissen solle.

C. Ihe Progress of H#bmeier's Chureh Organizetions . . . 180

&. Fuur_instructive pamphiets,

i : ; _Nachtmels Chrlstl.

ii on _ger brieqderiichen stra

iii Vo aem Chrlstenilchen Bgnn.

iv Gesser die unnderrichten

D. Discord and Strife (Spriog of 1587): « « « o « ¢« o » « 201
a. Hens

i Millenarianism and enarchy.
b. War taxation,
i Internal division.
ii Disputation (January or Februery, 1527).



iii Hut is uefeated anc fieges tne cily.

iv Von der Freyhali des wiiden

v Das Aucer Elechieip von der Freywililghall ues
menschens.

Lo In Defense of Christien MegiSUtracCycte « o « o o o o o « o
&, dnereased Anabaptlist imedgration,

1  Austrian alurm,

Von dew Scheert, ihin Christenniiche erklerung cer

sehriffren (June Nuuh, 1527).

()

b
-

ipe Judgment of AUSErias . + ¢ ¢« . v o e 0 6 8 6 e o o
a. Ferdinanc issues an imperial decree,
1 ©Special insvructions given to the Nicolisburg
nobiiity.
b, Balthasar ang bigbeth Hbnsler imprisoned at Vieuna,
i Ferdinand wrictes to Preiburg and Ensishein,
ii Kftbmaier removed Lo Kreugzenstein Castie,
¢. Ferdinand commands Hibmaier vto write a retraction
of his heresy. :
3 HUbmaler hesitatles.
i1 Discussions with Fabri, Beckh, ana ca.izer.
iii i4n den »urch;eucntigistenn, viand Grosswpech-

ibigueun Herin. LETYD Feruinand, bhunlsen ZU

Vi t41crta0'en n U&thlblch

Huebmor Vun Fryatu&rh iu uen uﬂu&h, auf A&Vl
Artigkel, gegeben sn dem dritien teg ues
monats Jjenuelry &anno ebte, J4m xxVviil den,
d., Ferdinand rejects Hilbmaier's recantatlon,
L+ DbBalthasar and Eilsbeth azre Gorcured before the
inguisitors, condemned and executed,

(

CHAPIER 81X

A SUBMBATIOK COF HUBMAIER'S LTHCOUGHT

A Jhe LOYRENS BULBOLE . o « & v ¢ % B & e o % & e W 8 & &

D. 5 Personal Faith snc the Uuties of True piseipicsnlp:

B, 1he Chureh as Gathered, Free and #itnessing: . « « « o o

4. 1he Cacraments in general.
i Dapglism
ii The lLord's Supper
1il Discipiine anu Punishment

F. A vealdstic Attitude btoward MagisllaCyi o« o o o o - o o

J:’I'u(: Licﬂd.& Tﬂ&u.&u ld.rl: . » . . v . " . . . - - . . -

C. Ifne Absoclute Autbority of SCriytures . o« « ¢« « o o o o &

&4

LR

el
Lo
Ry
YL

wad

08



CUNCLUSIUN &'e

RUTES

miuert&u{e Egtrog ggga Efatef
sunten poctor Baltha

zennten Martij enno i0zo Vcrbrennt sey. I S {

B, "Ein wahrhartig Entschuicigung und Kisg gemelner

Sbadt Waldshut von Schulithelss und Reth alida an

alie Christglaublgen menschen, ausgegangen anno JLOLOW viil
C. Berieht des Bischofs von Konstanz uber Hilbmaicr,

Gesanut an Statthalter und Regenten von Ubereisass,

von diesen an den Erznerzog. <U Feb.,, 154 . . . . . . %d

VY. buigenbaeh's introduction to the Twelve Articlies
Of Dlle' P&b‘sa‘rits - - - - - - - - - L] - - - - - - - - - .!C.;.ll

E. Aus dem VerhSre Beithasar HUbmelier's Zlrich ibZ6,
ﬂrz b L3 - - L] - L3 . - - - - - L] . - - . - - - - - . L] J{J-v

F, Hlbwaier's Recuntation obtuined after torture and )
presented on April ilth, 1526 at Zérich.. . . « . . .XViii

G. I'ne fourteen articles of faith of the Augsburg
Anabaptists as reported in an Augsburg Chronicle
{‘Gl’ Lne thrs *5& s i&aé - - - - - L ] - - - - L] . . - - r"h-{-
H, A mandate of Feralnand sgainst the Anabaplists
from January lst, 156 6 % 4% & & ¥.4 % 5 e § & & X}
B1BILIUGRAPHY
Meb
APPERDICES
hlbmeier's coiiected works
Volume I, Appenaices 1 - XVi.

Voiume 11, Appendices XVII - XXV,



IRIRODUCTION

A, Preiiminsyy Congiderations:

Not since 1305 when Henry C. Vedder pubiished a bouk

entitied, Balthas bmaicr, the Leasder of the Alavuplists,

has a comyrehensiVe“Eubmalur-5tuuyxgykeured in the Engdilish
language, Oniy two thorough vlographies antedate Vedder's

book, These are Dr. F, Hoschek's, Balthasar Hubmaler a

sotdtové novoklestEnstva na horavé, Brno, 1867, ana Dr. Johann

Loserth's, or Balthas {buaier und ¢ anfdinge der

fiedertdufer in Mahren, Brno, 1895, Hoschek's Louk was trans—
iated by the Rev, W. W, Everts D.D. and ,ublished in the 4891
and 189k issues of the "Texas Baptist Historical Nagazine,®
Loserti's work has never been translated,

This is not to say that Hibmaeier is compietely ignored,
He aivays receives pussing mention when Anabaptism is discussed
ana has been the subject of several good, though brief articles
in rgriudicai',ubilcatluns. "The Mennonite Quarteriy Hevicul
has aone notable service in this regard,

During the first gquarter of this century, sevVeia. exicei-
ient dissertations concerning Hfibmaier wsere writien for German
universivies, Unfortunately, these have nellher been lrans-
iated nor widely circulated, worthy of note awong this group
are Carl Sachsse's Wilhelm deu's
Baithasar Hlbmmier, and Richurd Friist', Baltbsser HObualer,
Pionier unc Martxref fér biviisches Christentuw,

lore constructive work has been done in the whole




compass of Ansbaptist research during the last fifty ycars than
ever before., Vaiuablie stuclies have come from suthors «ithin
State Churches, anu a ieaith of enriching material has been
brought to iignt through the efforts of nonconforming dencvmina-
ticns such as the Mennonite Fellowshl, in Europe ana the United
States, Curiocusly encugh, Bulithasar Hllbmaler hus been ignored
in this latest resurgence of Anabapytist scholarsnip. The Swiss
Breilhren and various Anebaptist convictlions, yarticuxar;y that
concerning the Church, are the current interests. The reason
for this is difficulit to unuerstand when it is remembered thul
the tempestuous ilfe of HUbmaler 1s certainly the Taw material
out of which valuable schelarship and intercesting reading is
spun, BEillher the potentizl authors feel that everything of
vaiue has been sald aiready, or HUbmaler's life and thought

4o not fit what has come to be consicered the proger Ana-
beptist mold. UThe iatler conclusion secms the most llkely

to this author for rezsons which wiil zppear later,

Ihis stuay pﬁ%yOSts to ciarify the neglecited portions
of HUbuaier's biograyhy and to review his thought 1n the light
of his experience, It 1s unfortunate that HHbmaier is virtually
unknown to the greatest number of his spiritual foellowers,

The scope of our investigation must be broad encugh to
place Hllbmaier in the whole perspective of Reformaticn history,
but i€ must also be Limited in order that the primary atteniicn
may be paid to the reformer himseif, Consequentiy, the iife
and thought of Dulthasar Htbmaier wiil be lhe pariicudar range
of this aiscussion,

Bach important event in Hlbmaier's life ils given in

chronodogical order. [Ihis 1s acne in order thet the obscure




&)

areas ol his biography mcy be ewphasized. fhe'bacﬁgruund of his
experience with the Jewish population at Regensburg is cne of
these, It will be well to notice at the outset that Hibmaier
was a strict Roman Catholic for thirty-nine years., It was only
during the last four years of his life that he became an avowed
reforwer, He died at the early age of forty-three years,

The portions of this study which deal primarily with
hHilbmaiert's life have been taken from original sources and var-
ious stuaies of earlier date, The appyended writings are the
basis of our review anu interpretation of his thwught, These
are photograyhic reproductions and represent the only complete
"HUbmaler" colliection in Europe to date.* All the tractis, bouks,
and pamphlets are first editions from the years 1d4, 15:5,
idx6, and 157, Une writing appecrs in the menuscript form,
because 1t was never published for genera. distribution,
Wnerever it 1s possible, Hibmaler's progressing thought will
be exawined against the background of his current experience,

It will be noticed that svme of the passages which are
guoted from the writings of Bllbwaier and other reforwers have
been transiated, and others have not, Where the meaning of a
guotation is clear, or where an kEnglish (ranslation tends to
aestroy the flavor of the passage, no transiaticn has been at-
tempted,

The Jebstert's Culicglate Dictionury, Fifth baition is

#The RUschiikon Baptist Theological Seminary, Rlschlikon
cwltzeriand, has a similar coliectiocn with the euception of one
tract, The semlnary's copy of lin kurze entschuldigung, 1526 is
incomplete, wWith the submissicn of this aissertation I have
informed the seminary of where & compiete copy of this «riting
may be obtained,

J



used as the spelliing guicve for this study. Where alternative
speliings are given, the preferential American spel.iing is

always used,

B, The Ambiguity of the nswme " baptist"s

Balthasar Hlbmaler was called an Anabaptlist, bul that
does not tell us very much sbout him, The medieval term
Mhnabaptlist," or "Wiedertlufer" was euwpioyed in a much Loo
generad fashion, Rather thuan yquosing te define, it €E£?056d
to brand and conaemn, Its application was indiscriminate, 1I¢
was used to describe chillasts and mystics, anarchists, lliter-
alists, puacifists, revolutiocnaries, or any group of ilnuividua.is
which did not coniorm to the authority of the Roman Catholic or
the Reforwed Churches, For this reason, we must discover what
it meant when applied to Hbmaier, and determine to which
Rinabaptist" sub-ciassification he belonged,

Of course, the name was coined to describe & group of
people who praecticed re-baptism, But all the Anabaptists did
not emphasize, or practice re-baptism to the sawe high degree,
For some it was very lmportant, but for others il hed no
significance whatsoever,

Al least three main parties wmey be seen inside lhe
medleval "Anabuaplist® wovement, alchough these could be en-
larged Lo present an even greater multiplicity of thought
patiern and stimulus., bach c¢f lhese moved towards its respec-
tive goal in & different way, and each had a differing view of
re-baptisa,

The extreme chiiiastic sing sought to create the

Kingdom of Gea on earth through the forciblie overthrow of the




NSatanic ," ﬂwor;aiy"'yowers. Led by lhe Zwickau Prophets,
Inomas Mlnzer, Jan of Leyden, and Hans Hut, this persuasion
reached ils bloody zenith ab Kunster in l5é4. Re~-baptism held
very littie real significance for these people,

The other "Anabaptlist" wing was strongly mystic, lay-
ing ecwmphasis upon the sufficient inspiration of the "inner-
light," and relegating the Church and the Scriptures to roies
of secondary importance, Hans Denck provicves an actuai ilius-
tration of this attitude, Although he accepted re-baptiswm, he
did not see it as an act of ultimate importance.

fhe third and largest group of Anabaptists lived up to
Lhelr name completely, Re-baptism was important Lo theum,

Ihey aspired to create a regenerate, free Church, w«hich could
be entered oniy through the publdic testiwony of baptism afl ter
a personal confessicn of faith, This was CThe wainstream of
sixteenth century Anabaptism, The local group of people who
best iiiustrated this general tendency were the Swiss Brethren,
Grebel, Manz, Blaurock, and RBubli were the leauers.

The anarchists and mystics, «ho at tlimes seem TO dom-
inate the Anabaptist panorama, soon diseppear, ana in so doing,
prove their perigheral nature, [Lhe disappearance of the Tormer
awounted to physical annihilation, After the Mnster Cragedy,
extensive umeasures were taken to avoid & resurgence, [here was
no organized reappecrance on a messurable scaie,

Such waus also the fate of the mystical .ing, which,
because of its extreme introuspection, never succecded in or-
genizing itself into a continuing physica.s expression, By and
large, the people who are grouped unuer this neading stund out

as individual beacons w«hose lights pointed predominantdiy



heavenward, oblivious to the need for .sight where wen were
walking, Their devotion to Christ was very decp, being akin
to that of Thowas & Kempis and Peter Chelchitzki, but Lhe af-
fairs of this bransitory.ﬁorld did not interest them very uuch,
Ihe base of their ideald was not broad encugh to provide room for
corporate worship and concern for the material, as well as Ulhe
spiritual weil-being of the believing feliowship, Their atti-
tude was not derived from a feeling of disdain, but from the
convietion that the "World" was entirely lacking in the realm
of ultimate imporiance, Fearing that Che establishment of an
organlzation mwight tend to clothe the purely spiritued nature
of their persuasion in rigid forms, they refused to sup,ort
their ideas with & visible institution, and thus passed ocut of
an influential role in the story of the organized movement,

For these reasons, the quality and gquantity of
Hibmaier's Anabaptist sentiments must be evaluated against the
genulne, "re-baptizing” aspiration of siiteenth century Europe.

Ihis is found awong the Swiss Brethren,
Cc. wiss Brethren and instream Anab igm

There was contrcversgy for some years as Lo where whole-
some Anabaptisw made its first ap,earance, Today it is uni-
Versalily recognized that Z8rich was itls birthplace, and that
Zuinglli's Heformaction was its craudle, The Brethren persevered
in the face of violent persecution and succeecded in passing on
their convictions through the life of Menno Simons, After the
Wiinster tragedy, it was Simons who gathered together the whole-
some thresds of lhe movewent ana rewove Locm into the sturdy

spiritual mentle «~nich Che Mennonites weul Loday. Supporting



this conclusion are: wWaiter Kbhier, Hedigion in Geschichig
und Gegenwert, ivld; Ernst Troeltsch, Soclal Tesciing of the
Christian Church; Das mennonitischég Lexikon, 41315 Ernesb Bax,
Ihe Socisl Sice of the Reformation in Germany, i308; Das
Schweizer lLexikon; Frankiln Litiell, Ih abaptist View of b
Church, i83s; and others,

Becuuse HlUbmaier was indebted to the Swlss Brethren for
his own re-baptism, it is ap ropriate that thelr origin and
principal beliefs be subjected to a closer scrutiny.

A union of two creditable theories may help to explain
the origin of the Swiss movement, The first suggests a direct
indebtedness to the thirteenth century Waliuensian heresy in
the Bern-Schwarzenburg arca. The second proposes that Swiss
Anabaptisw was Humaenism in the c¢loak of evangelicald Chrigtliaenity,

Support for the first theory is found in the fact that
the Blshop of Lausanne ordered Brother Huwbert, a Dowinican
convent preacher &t Bern, to move against Waldensian heretics
in the neighborhocd of Gchwarzenburg. This occurred in Lhe
year 1l&77., Humbert succeeded in burning out tne heresy, or at
least in driving 1t under ground, It lay dormant until 1076,
before coming to the surfuce again, The suppression wilch
foliowed this resurgence was noet thorough, and the hercsy ap-
peared egain in 1399, During the iatter year, 185 heretics
were subjected to a strenuous examination which revealed the
following beliefs, They denied that the Church could forgive
sin, rejected ine doctrine of Purgatory and the intercession
of Saints, held that substitutionary penance was invalid, and

expressed the desire Lo preserve &an unadulierated faith



Ca

L/
regardless of a growth in numbers.

These beliefs in themselves do not prove aﬁaua; descent,
but it is interesting to notice that Swiss Anabaptism Cook rout
in areas where there had been sirong Waldensian aéuivity in by-
gone years. Zwingli and his reformed paruty coudd not under-
stand why tThe Brethren clung so tenaclously to thelr heretical
belliefs, Il may well have been that the prediiections of an
age old religious sentiment were as deeply rooted in the per-
sonalities of the Brethren as were those convictions +hich the
Zwinglians gained frow Cheir oun tradition, Certaindy tﬁe vast
biblicad knowiedge dispiayed by the Brethren was not achieved
within the spuace of a few years, 4 wuch betler case can be
made for the hereditary practice of memory training whereby
parents insliructed their chilcren in the Bible after the ex-
amplie of the itlinerant Waldensian minister, The passing of
years caused the Walidensian aspiration tc die ocut in .the civies
and larger towns, Lbut 1t mey weil have survived in isolated
rural areas. If this was not a survival of particular Lheo-
dogliceld Uenets, 10 may have been at least an inheriiced incliina-
tion toward a particulcr type of religious stimuius; one that
was pious, persconal, and evangelistic,

Turning to the second theory, we notice CLhut Waller

kbhler consluaers Eraswus to be the spiritual father of the

Anebaptists, Lecnhart von Muralt agrecvs «ith hium, in so

i+ Fechterin, B, R., "Beitrag zur Geschichie der
#aldenser" in Abhanddusugen ves Historischen Verelns des Lanton
Bern, Voi. II, Bd. &, pp. 335-c42,

' <+ Kbhler, dalter, "Jledertfiufer® in Die Hesdgdon in

Geschichte und Gegenwart, Zweite aufgebe, Tdbingen, .uol,

S, von kuralit, Leonhart, Giaube und lLehre der Schuciz-
uri§§?en mieuert&gfar in der ncfurmaclonezelt Zrich, 1838,
pe ©ff,




far as Humanismjattempted to free man's chought from the con-
fines of scholasticism and dogma, one can cunciude that it was
a stimﬁlus to the unrestrained thought of the reforming intei-
lectuals, but did such a wovement offer anything to the simple-~
minded peoplie who comprised tne bulk of Swiss Anabaptisw? This
guestion f&;Ls te notice thit the first cral advocates of whole-
sowe Anabaptism were intellectuals with extensive humanistic
educations, QConruaa Grebel, Vadian's brother-in-law, studiled
et Vienna and Paris, Later he attended the University of
Basel and joined Glarean's humanistic circle. He also studied
with Zwingli and devoted much time to a private contempiation
of Pliato,

Felix Menz had an equally thorough educatiocn, Prior
to 19zk he studied Hebrew under Zw«ingli's direction and hoped
tc teuch the langusge at Lhe Grossullnster school in Z#rich,

Other Anabapytist ileaders were men of considerabde
inteliectual capacily, HROubli was a preacher at Wytikon,
Stuupff preached at Hﬁngg; Br8tli was a curate at Zollikon,
Bleurock was affiiiated with a wonastary at Chur, and Denck
wes an éble pupii of Qecolampadius,

Was 1T & type of Humenism Chal caused these lecders
to strive for the jurity of Christisn primitivism, and to ap-
peal Lo history for the vindication of their convietions?
They emphasized the Bible as divinely authorictative and claimed
that it needed no allegoricel interpretation, Their eftforts
to return to Christianity's anclent practice also appears to
be related to Humanisw's iove of the ldyilic "antigue.'" The
early Church was & suffering fellowshlp, perseculed and ariven

by the relentiess power of the State, Can Lhe Breinren's



10

emphasis upon non-resistance, and the separation of Church and
State be expiained in pert by Humanistic infiuence? They also
pieaded for the same kind of freedom of conscience which
exlsted in the primitive Church before Christianity and the
State united, Originally the believing feliowshiy was free

to formulate its faith and practice without interfervence from
political authorities,

Another fact shich iends substantiation to this theory
is the growth of Anabaptism in areus where there were infiuen-
tlai schools of Humanism, i. e,, ZUrich, Basedi, Bern and St,
Gad.en,

finether elther of these two thecories sulfices tou ex-
plain the Anabaptist movement in Switzerland is questicuable,
but & union of them may bring us cluser io the answer, Ihe
unified theory might be ztated in this way. The lurge Swiss
cities were cauldroens of inteliectuud ferment, An evangeii-
cal Christian Humanism could have been Che initial impetus for
the new persuasion here, The lecders evolved Cheir bellefs
through contempiation and study. When Lhese beliefs fiitered
out into the rural areus, such os that around Bern, chcj coudd
have drawn cut the mewory o¢f some previcus and simijer falith
which lay, animately suspended, in the wioas of people who
possessed hereditary Waldensian connections, A combined theory
such as this woulic eceount for the rapid spread and Lhe wneom-

promising tenaciiy of the Anabeptist faith,
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D. Phe Kajor beiiefs of the Swigs Brethren:

_—

What were the principal beliefs of muinstrean Ana-

baptisn? They may be stuted under ten he.dings,

4o

Se

In matiers of faith anmd practice, the Bible

is supremely euthoritative, It 1s & uivinely
inspired record of tructh, Initici emphasis

is Lo be pluced upun the New Testaument becuuse
it deals with Christ's Gospeli, and complietes
and expyiaing the Qld Testamwent Mes:zianic
expectation,

Jesus Christ is the Livine Lora and Savior of
mankind, He stands &t the lmmeulate nesG of
His Church and reveals the Wiii of God. \

Chord koL g v
The Church is a special feliowshliy of confess- #
ing Christians (ein sonderiiche Gemeinschald
ettlicher Coristglllubiger Menscihen)., In its
visible form theCrurch is responsibie, gathered
through repentance and puedic testlmony, dis-
ciplined, umissionary ond long suffering.

The nature of Han is "fai.en%, He is in des-
perate need of Christts salvation, and the feliow-
ship of other bellevers., Christ died for &li men,
and not for & seleclzd few,

viscipieship is the fundamental elcment of true
Christieni ty.

Tneology wust be bibiicul anc unspecuiative, It
is veluable only in so far as it is practicable
to the Christian life,

Pacifism and non-resisi.nce are the best .ays to
exhiblt the ChristianTove ethid in times of
strife. Th¢ beiieving fel owshi, must desul with
poysicul distress through a program of mucual aia,

Hope is at the core of genuine eschatoiogye.
Christisns must lock beyond the ilmmedialte state

of affalrs to &« future culminat.on, Millenurian X
funaticism or a disregaurd for presenl necus and
ducies are nut pares of Christicn eschatcliogy.

The local congregetion of Christisn peopie is
autonocmous, It acts as & democruatic unity, deie-
gating authority Lo its chosen licuwtiers, who admin-
ister the ordinances, The tao ordinences, Baptism
end the Lord's Supjper ere intcrpreted symbolically,



and have no mweaning apart from Faith ond Obedience.
No Grace is imparted through physical ceremonlies,

10.The Church and Stale must be separate, A Chris-
tian may nol Judge his fel.ow-men, be a maglstrate,
swear an oath, or taike part in warfare, Touleration
is the Chrastian's aquly &and religious freedom is
his right,

E. Ihe Position of Hibweiecr:

Baldthesar Hbmaler hulds a curivus position in the
iight of these rewarks. During the course of his reforming
ministry he was accused of advocuting Che major beiiefs of ald
three Anabaptist groups. Indecd, he was execuled as an an-
archist with strong chiliastic connections, DNevertheless,
though supjyort can be brought to bear in isolated instunces
for this accusation, the principal bellefs of e.ch branch tail
in the laest analysis of his thought and work., He was not a
mystic, nelther was he a fanatie, nor did he conform to all
the beliiefs of walnstream Anabaptism,

He was exposed to infiuence frow every side of the
Reforuwation struggle; from Johann Eck, his uevoted teacher
anu friend, who was to becoume the grewtest Rowan Catholie
apologist of the time; from the writings of Luther; from the
Swiss reformers among whom he had many good frienus, particu-
darly &wingili, whom he calis "Bruder" in many of his writings;
frowm individual mystics and chiliasts; from his strict Roman

Catholic background; from the generai temper of the tiwe, and,

4. Suggested from Smucker, Don E,, "Anabuptlist Theology
in the Light of Modern Theological Irendg" in fhe kemnonite
guarterly Review, Vol, XXIV, Jan., 1950, #1, (Iae dennonite
Historical Society, Goshen Coliege) Goshen, Indiana. p. 73,
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ol course, from his uven privete study of the New Testament,
Aithough blts ana .ieces of al. these infiuences may be iso-
lated in his thihuing, when laken as a unity it is qulite evi-
dent that his tnought woves aheud criginali.y and independently,

For this reason Hibmaler cannot be considered as one
of a larger Glaubensgruppe, but stands out as an independent
Chinker who acted after his oen inspiration and fol.owed his
own course, Hlbmaler wes & true Free Churchman, the first of
& wuch Jlarger group to come, He was the ploneer of & different
kKind of churchmanshiy, and one #ho was meny years ahesc of his
time., Had he survived the imperial fury, the course of this
great Reformation tributary might well have been diflferent.

An obscurity compounced upon four and a haif centurics
of accumulacted negiect is all tuat rewains of the visible
Hibwaier legacy today, His naeme rang ioud.y in thie ears of
his contemporaries, but now it is only a faint echo to be heurd
by those whouse sensitivities are attuned to this particudar
branch of the Reformation, DPecause Hlbmaier is virtualily
unknown today, one 1s templed Co belleve that nhe always played
& minor and relatively unimportant part. The error of this
evaluation is obvicus if atiention is directed to the oplnions
of his adversaries, A reformer's effectiveness wmay often be
determined by the degree to which he was considered a danger
by the Roman Catholic Church., &Such an investigation is singu-
lariy heipful in the placing of Hbwsaier in the proper per-
spective, During his life he was equalily as weil known in
southern Germany, Austrisa, Moravia and Switzerlund as were
Lutier and Zwingli, In sowme arecas, he was considered Lo be

more lmportant to the evangelicual aspiration, anc more
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dangerous Lo the enirenched religious power,

Cardinel Bernhard von Sancovald in his index of for-
biduen books gives severald veariations of Hlibmsier's name in
order that there may be no doubt as to the icentity of this
heretical author, He is listed as "Baltlhasar Hiebmaier,
Hilcemerus, Isbumarus, Pacimonnanus.“s/ln the official minutes
of the censuring comwission of the Council of Irent, HUbmaler's
writings are pieced by the sice of Luther's anu Zwingili's in
equal conuemnatlon.b/

Influential support of his ceuse is all that he lacked,
He ccﬁ;u €usily have had it if he had been willing, as were
both Luther and Zwingli, to compromise his convictions and

place expediency above cconscience, Anonymity is his reward

for being consistent.

5. de Pandoved, Bernarui, . L e Sandoved index
dibrorum prohibisorum et EhygzhutOEEQ, De consliiio supreml

senatus S, generalis Inguisitionis Hispaniorum, Juxta exemplar.
excusum Madriti, Genevae, l6i2, p., 9, Given in Schreiber, H.,
faschenbuch fHr geschichte und Aiterthum in Suddeutschaiand,
"Balthasar Hubmaier, Stifter der wiedertaUfer auf dew Schuarz-
wealue," Universit#its - buchhenalung, von Acolf Emwerliing,
Freiburg im Breisgan, 1bd9, p. 6.

€. De librio prohibitus, Regulia I1I, "Haeresiarcharum
libri, tam eorum qui post prauedictum annum (15i5) haereses
invenerunt, vel suscitarunt, quaem (ul hdaercticorum capita sul
duces sunt vel fuerunc, guaies sunt 'Lutherus', 'Zwingilus',
'Calvinus', 'Baltbasar Pacimontanus', tSchwenkfeldius' et
his simi¢es, cujuscungue nowinis titull aut argumentl existant;
mni prohlbentur." Guoted in Schreiber, H., ITaschenbuch f{dr

.erthum in Sfiddeutschiend, p. Te
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F. darch 10, 1583

The citizens of Vienna had risen early to witness
anctiier spectacle, Already the narrow, cobbied strects and
alleyways were Jammed with the festive, expectant crowd,
Jostling and prodigious with noise it waited impatientliy
along the line of march, Those fortunate encugh to iive in
the immediate area hung out of windows or lounged on balconies
enjoying the thin morning sunlight and gossiping with neigh-
bors while the late-comers in the street rummaged for boxes,
kegs and other rubbish on which to stand. The tension mounted
visibly as the rumbling muraur in the distance announced that
the procession was on 1is way.

Now Frau Heyer could see¢ the sun's refiected giltter
on the helmets of the guard as she leaned out of her sindow,
She was grateful that soon the excltement would be past and
her household could return to normality. IThere was no hope
of gathering the family for breakfast until the sensaticn
had passed, A glance at the calendar confirmed her thought
that the weather was moderating. April was sess than &
month away and fresh vegetlables wouldd soon be appearing in
the markel stalils again., The children had been paie and
sickly all winter,

A shout from the stre¢t below interrupted this do-
mestic reverie, Now the dirty cart with its wretched cargo
and military escort was Jjust below her window, Why this
sight could cause people to postpone their breukfast was a

guestion no one seewed capable of answering to Frau Heyert's
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satisfaction,

48 the scene unfolded bencath her, she cbserved that
thie guards were having little success 1in ﬁheir efforts tov con-
trol the spectatoré. An arwy of local rowdies kept up a steady
barrage of garbage, sticks and other miscellaneous projectiles,
Her atiention being drawn to the chief actor in this litile
drama, Frau Meyer noticed that he was naked to the walsti,
chained, dirty anc generally disreputable, The torturer's
handiwork was all too obvicus in the torn and burned fliesh,
liow and again scmeone along the way dumped a pail of waeter and
silops into the cart from & window in the second storey., o&he
chuckled to see the last misdirected deluge splatter cown
upon the guard, The prisoner was speaking to the people, but
no one appesred tc be iistening,

Confident that her husbend would scon treamp in hungry
and full of the execution daétails, Frau lieyer turned back tc
the oven and the bresd she was baking belfore all the comwo-
tion started,

Herr lkieyer, the cooper, had secured & good vantage
point neur the stake, Now that the crowd foliowing the wagon
had erupted into the square, there seemed to be nov place to
stand, Places of business would be late in opening today.
ileyer had a queer sensation as the prisoner was being led to
the stake, C(thers in the crowa seemed to feel it tou as the
shouting ana Jeering gradueliy died away. The voices of the
officials and the prisoner could be heard guite cliearly.

When the iittle groupy approached the stake the prisoner sald
something in a crabbed dialect which scunced iike, "Oh Graclow

Ged, forgive my sins in my great torment. Oh Father, 1 give
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thanks thet Thou wilt today take we ocut of this vaie of tears,
With Joy 1 want to die ana come Co Thee, Oh Lamb | Ch Lamb
that taketh away the sins of the world] Oh God, into Thy hands
1 comwlv my spirit." This wes,indeed,a curious specch Ior a
felon tc wuke, Ygust be sowme sort of heretic," thought Herr
Meyer,

Another oud thing hepgened as they began to stiriy hiws,
He askeu the people to forgive hiw 1f he had injured anyone
in wuru or deed, By this time tne executioners were stripping
of{f what few remaining shreds clung to the man, and he was
saying, "From Thee alsc Lurd, were the clothes strip .ed, Ny
ciothes wiil I glualy leave here, only preserve my spirit and
my soul 1 beseech Inee." Then he salid scwethiong in Latin
which those nearby could not understund until a priest of-
fered & translation, He whispered, "Oh Lord, inte Thy hands
1 commit my spirit,"

Ine crowd snickered at the neit utlerance which he
voiced as they rubbed sulphur and gunpowder into nis iong
halr anu beard, He said, "Oh sail mwe welli, Sall we wedl. "
The cooper resolved to remember that one for his wife's bene-
£it,

Just before the torch was thrown into the faggots the
condemned asxea the peoplie tu pray thet God wouda forgive him
his sins, and said thal he was glad o be dying in the Chris-
tlan Faith., One hed to adwlt that this was & difierent sort
of heretic, Again the people became guiet as the wood began
te burn, Only a spontanecus gusp escaped several bundred
chroats as the flame mounted higher, There was sowe distur-

bance, but those close to the pyre were able tu hear the man's
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last words ac the fiames rose around him, He sald, "Ch, ay
Heavenliy Father; Oh, my Gracious God.," At last iLhe fire ex-
pioded in his beard and halr, and he cried out, "Oh Jesus ---
Jesusi™

Hurrying sway towards home and breakfast, Meyer noticed
Doctor Stephan SprHgel, Dean of the University's philosophical
faculity, talking and shaking hands with some of his eculieagues,
Evidently they were pleased with the handiing of Che affair,
and Sprfigel waes proudly showing something he had writtuen,
Turning into his own street, Meyer caught & gllmpse of the
executioner'!s cart slowly Jlumbering back to the prison, unac-
companied and virtually unnoticed,

Meyer decided that he was not in a mouod to discuss
the event with his fewmily or neighbors. Humor had it that the
man's wife was Lo be drowned in the Danube neuwr the end of the
week, He decided not to see the sight. The rest of March
i0th, 15£8 lay before him and barrels wouid soon be in great
demund.*

50 dled Doctor Balthasar Hlbmaier of Friedberg, calied
Pacimontanus, He was but one of many hereties who were burned
during the sixteenth century, BHSome of these were important
religious personalities, but most were simple people caugnt
up in cthe struggle for supremacy between the Roman and Heformed
Churches. To which group did Balthasar HUbmaier belong? Did

reformed Christianity lose or gain by his death?

# Suggested from the eye witness account of Etephan
BprHdgel, Dean of the philosophical faculty in the Universily
of Vienna, Quoted by Loserth, J,, Doctor Baithaser Hlbmaier
und die Anflnge der Wiedertliufer in Mahren, Brno, lbud, pp.
185-187,




CHAPTER ONE
THE YEARS COF EDUCATION AND ADJUSTMENT
Ao Friedberg, Augsburg, Freiburg 1480-iDic:

The waliled city of Friedberg in Bavaria was the place
of Hfbmaier's pbirth, Apart from this fact his early life is
a mystery, All the Church and civic records of Friedberg were
destroyed by the Swedish army during the Thirty Years War, and,
consequently, no official record of his birth remains, The
most reliable evidence suggests any tiwe belween 1484 and i&&éiz
For reasons which will appesr in the ensuing pages, this author
suggests 1485 as the most probuble year,

Absodutedy nothing is known of his fawily, He never
refers tou his parents or his home iife, but one gains the im-
pression Lhat he came from & lower widule class background.
His early disposition boward the religious Jife indicates that
he uas exposea to sholesome infiuences, snd the frequent
snatches of humor, permeating hils sritings, suggest a happy
chiidhoud,

Hilbmaicr must have shown eurly promise as a scholar
to account for the better than average primary educaticn he

received, There can be Litile doubt that he came to the atien-

i. Heigerlein, Johannes, culied "Fabri von Leutkirch",
Auversus Baibthasarum ﬁac;gontmnum, Apnsbaptistorum nostiri,
%gg_gi__g£$ggg_§ uthorum orthodoxue fidel Cetholicae delensio,

Introduction), Leipzig, ib:B. Fabri recoras that in 1524
Hibmaler "appeared" to be between thirty and forty years cf
age. IThere is no clearer eviaence,

i9
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tion of the village priest, schoolmaster, or sowe other lafiuen-
tial person who made it possible for him to atiend the lamous
Latin schocl for boys at Augsburg. Therefore, wien he was
eleven or twelve years old he left Friedberg and treveled rive
miles eastward to the largest city in Bavaria.

Siﬁuated on & platesu at ihe confluence of the Wertach
and the Lech, Augsburg was the chief eity of the Swablan League
and a great center of trude between Italy und North Eurcpe, 1V
became an imperial city in i1k76€ and its citizens enjoyed an
independence not known in other places. It was a center of
German culture and Humanism, and it boasted a stroug inteliiectual
comwunity., Altdorfer, Amberger and Burgkmaier were the famous
personalities of the tiue,

Two families of merchant princes, the Fuggers and the
Welsers, rivaied the Medici of Fiorence in thelr power and af-
fiuence., Paintea masterpieces from the Augsburg studio of
Hans Holbein went out to grateful buyers alli over Europe, and
the delicate ornaments of the goldsmiths Lukas Zotmann and
Gregor L8f{ler found & reaqay market, |

Augsburg was building., The church of 5t. Ulrich was
haif completed and plans were being mace for the "Fuggerei,"

& ministure economic clity within a city, dedicated te the
furtherance of commerce,

Beslides classroom study, there were things to be
learned outside thruugh the experience of dally living, ALl
this contributed to HUbmaier's growing consciousness of an
ever broadening world around him,

After five or six yeers at the Latin schood, Hiubmaier

completed his course and sought adeission to the Universiuy of
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Ludovica Albertina at Freiburg. Why he was drawn to Breisgau
when there welte equally as reputabie universities cluser &t
hand, is another mystery of his eariy life., 1In the autumn of
1505 he ieft Bavaria and traveled across southern Geruany by
the ancient rcad which comnects the vadi.eys of the Danube and
the fhein through the besutiful "H8i.enthel" ygorge.

At the University of Freiburg we find the first clear
date of zn event in Hubmaler's life, In the matriculetion
book his name appears with this informationt

"Baldesar Hiebmayr de Augusta, clericus

diceces Prime Maji, 4508 Matricud
Universit," &/

H8bmaler wes intrcduced to Johann kck when hie was
reguired to read Aristotle under the latier's uirectiun.t
Ihis association ripened inte & deep friendshily and an in-
fiuence upon Hibmalier's life which lested for Lhirteen years,

. The mutual admiration which drew these two men together may
vyield an additional clue to the year of Hibmaier's birth,

He and Eck were very nearly of an age; fbmaler being no liess
‘than two years older, Eck was boern in 1487, From this intfor-
metion we may surmise thaet HYbumaler was born aboub_i&b&.

He aliudes to these years at Freiburg onliy once in hids
writings, This is in connection with his part in a debave con~

cerning the limiting of Church Festivals., From other sources,

however, we leurn more abcut his undergraduate experience., The

_ £. Sehreiber, Heinrilech, Taschenbuch f#ir Geschichte
Aiterthum in SHddeutschiand, p. 7. A later date suggests that

Hlbmaier aid not begin a full university course until aiter
1504, 1Itv is possibie thut he spent one or twe years in more
intensive preparatory study.

# Eek's true nawe was Johann Mayr von Eck,
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later character of his ministry indicates that his love of de-
bate was given early stimulus and encourugement, The atwmosphere
at Freiburg was conducive to vioclent disputation, As early as
1487 the theologicsl and philosophical faculties had locked
horns in a dispute between Nominalism and Realism, Simuite-
reously, other southwest German universities were blustering

over the same matter, giving the deceiving impression thal Lhe
vitality of the dissgreement was directly proportionate to its
uitimate importance.

Originally, the thought of William of Ockham had been
the pivot of discussion at the university. Qekham's philo-
sophical system was Uermed the vla mederns or the neuer
Nominaiismus., During the second haif of the fifteenth century,
the yia sntigua had gained the victory with its proclamation
of a logical realism after the predilection of Duns Ecotus.

In 1487 the via antigua tock the upper hand at Freiburg due
to the arrival of Magister Georg Nordhofer and Kichael
Lindelbach from the University of THbingen, Had these men
been so inclined, they could eagily have pushed Scotus!
philosophy to complete victory, but they desisted. As a re-
sult, the op,.osing philoscoghies twisted around the common
support, cursing each other and claiming exclusive jpossession
of the truth, The moderna labeled the antigus, "Healisten®
or "Scotisten," and the gntigua retaliated by throwing the
names, "Neolericl," anad "Nominalisten" back at thelr adver-
saries, bkach professorship was doubly chaired, providing a
unigue opportunily fdr quarrels. The tension was carried over
into the student life with undergreduate organizations, com-

prising the advocates of one or the other ghiiosophy
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gathering together, The via moderna Jolned the oid "Plauenburse”
(peacock ciub), and the snticgus assewblied in the "adlerburse"
(eagle club), Similsr schism was current in other uniVersibie§{
Johann Eck tock an active part in the disazgreement and soon
introduced his friend, Hi#bmaier, to it,

Eck had had a varied educational career prior to his
appearance at Frelburg. He spent a year at Heldeliberg before
repairing to Tlbingen where he loosely affilisted himself with
the via mcderns., When some of the student excesses, growing
out of the phiilosophical animosity, proved repugn&nt to the
thirteen year old scholar, he left T#bingen in favor of the
University of K8in, Iﬁ 150, at the age of fiftecen, he re-
turned to gouthern Germany and cbtained the post of "Dozent®
in the Arts faculty at Freiburg. As in TH#bingen, he Jjoined
the via moderns and became an active member.élxt was not long
before Hibmaier was also exerting himself on behalf of the
"pPlfauenburse,"

University iife then, as now, kept the studeni busy.
Besldes attending a full compiement of general lectures, each
student was required to study gremmpar with a senior member of
his particular "Burse." With Eck as his tutor, Hibmsier
piunged into the texts of Alexander and Donat, He was so
conscientious in his pursuit of knowledge that Eck had nothing

but the highest commendation for him,

5. Bachsse, Carl, ML%&A&%%M
guloges (Neue Studien zur Ceschichie der Theologie und der
Kirche) Studiem 20, Berlin, 1ul4, p. 118, This author pro-
vides the major portion of inforsation concerning Hdbmaler's
years at Freliburg.
4. lbid., p. 119,
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Apvroximwalely Lwo years after his accredited university

courge began, HUbmaier reached the point in his study called

< magistralem infulam at which & decision had to be made as to
the profession one was going to foliow, Eck advised his friena
to choose medicine, but, as he reports, Hibmaier turned his
talents to the study of theology and the pursuit of the re-
ligious 1ife.* Shortly before his course was to begin, however,
he left Freiburg and assumed a teaching position in the Swiss
city of Schaffhausen, Eek explains that he was forced to
travel this road due to a lack of sufficient money. Poor
heelth may also have been a contributing factor, Had the lack

of money been the only reason, the church suthorities woudid

have coume to his ald., HlUbmaler's name appears in the "Aller

* At & ceremony marking Hibmaier's successful can-
didacy for a graduale degree, Lkek made these remarks concern-
ing his pupii: "In den Anfangsgrinden der Grammatik und den
ielchteren Lehrgegenstiinden gut unterrichtet, sei er an die
Freiburger Hochschule gekomnen und da mein Schiller geworaen.
ks sel wunderbar zu sagen, wit welcher Umsicht und Gier er
die philosophischen Lehrs8tze in sich aufgenommen, wie er an
dem Hunde seines Lehrers hieng und die Vortriige eifrig nach-
schrieb., Ein fleissiger Lector, ein unermiideter Hérer und
emsiger hepetitor der anderen HBrer, 8o habe er wit grésstewm
Lob ale Magister-wlirde erlangt, Viele hitten ihm zugeredet,
er michte sich den medicinischen Studien zuwenden, Denen
habe er geantwortet: Er wolle sich lieber der Gottesgelehr-
heit, als der heiligsten Herrin zuwenden, und mit dem Propheten
sagen,; 'lch habe sie vorllngst schon erwlinit und will ihr eine
wWwohnung iw Helligthuwe meines Verstandes bereiten,' Und wie-
wohl die beschrénkten Mittel ces eiteriichen Huuses lhm so
hinderlich waren, dass er eine Zeit iang die Hochschule ver-
lassen wusste, und, um sich vor Noth zu schilltzen, eine Schul-
meisterstelle in Schaffheausen annshw, so kehrte ¢r doch bei
der ersten glnstigen Gelegenhelt 2zu den gewohnten Blucien und
unter meine Leitung zurdcik, Welche Fortschritte er da gemacht,
davon legen seine gelehrten Leclionen, seine Predigten vor dew
Volke und seine scholastischen aebungcn hlniangxich aaugnis
ab," From Loserth, Johann, Log nasay
infinge der Wiedertdufer in LURTe
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Antifite Buch" of Schaffhausen under an entry dated February
£8th, 1507,
"Notiz: Malster Baitlisar Hubmer von

Augsburg lst aufgencmmen uf

Reminiscere und hat die

Ordnung geschwsoren,m
Perhays Hibmaier saw this as an unfortunate and objectionsble
delay, but the friendships made during a year in Schaffhausen
were o be useful in later years.,

By the beginning of the acadeuwlc year 1508, Hbmaler
had returned to Freiburg and resuwed his theoclogicadi sbud}es.
Concurrentliy, he enlarged his activity in the "Pfauenburse,"
debating frequently and proving himself a disputant of consum-
mate skill, As was mentloned exzrlier, he refers tu one of
these debates in his echeuschaft, written January Jord, 1ogs,
He writes:

"Ettlicher annderer feyrtag halb, ais

weihnacht, Ostern, pfingsten etc., bin ich

wol zufriden, doch nit in so grosser vile,

wie Jeh den vor zwainizig Jjaren de non muli-

tiplicauls festis zu freyburg im Breussgew

8ffepntlich disputiert hab."®/

In 1510 his extra-curricular interest led to the
managing directourship of the "Pfauenburse."® This important
post wes held by Johannes Calceatoris, the Dean of the Arts
faculty, during Hbmaier's early years at Freiburg. It was
an office of no smwall prestige and involved considerab.ie
responsibility.

The fact, as reported by Lcﬁ,l;hat Hibuwaler shorily
became & "Hepetitor" specks weld for his ability. A "Hepetitor®

was usually the brightest student in the clias: whe was chosen




to "repeat" the iectures to his fellow students, clerilying
points and answering simple questions.*

Theological study in Hbmaler's day was primarily
devoled bto the study of Peter Lombard's sentences., These
sentences were contained in a manual of four books callied,

L gualt € arum, Lombard designed his work with a
view to explaining the whceie Roman Cathodic system of Theology
and ethics by the comp;rison of Seripture sentences and the
works of the early fathers, This manual served as the busis
of alili theological literature in Europe for centuries, The
first book is concerned with Godj; tne second, Created Things;
the third, the Incarnation, HRedemption and Human Virtues;

and the fourth, Eschatology and the Sscraments,

Having this as his prineipal diet of prescribed study,
and Hominalism as his forte in the "Plfauenburse," one uay
appreciate his final despair of sixteenth century theological
education, Biblical studies were generalliy ignored or reie-
gated to a place of insignificance, Long after leaving
Freiburg he compieined and confessed thal he had become a
doctor of Cheology never baving compiletely read the Guspels
and the Paulline letters, and without the remotest understand-
ing of Christianity's fundamental beliefs, He received a
fuil diet of Thomas, Scoutus, Lombard, and Cckham, and concluded

* This procedure continues today in CGermean Universlties
and particulariy where & seminary and a univergity are in the
same cily but are nol one educational unit, In T@bingen each
important course teught in the University'!s theological faculby
has its "Repetent" who sits the university course, has close
assoclatiocn with the professor a&nd then repeats the malin points
of the lecture in the gtift (seminary). Tiis is quite a high
honor and carries with it a small stipend,
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after some retrospection, that the study had been "Heliilish,"
It is not difticuit to conceive what the scademic atmosphere
must have been with the philosophical courses doubly chaired
and the students subjected to contradictory opiniocns, He
wrote these words to the council of Hegensburg:
"Ieh bin, wie andere, wit Menschenlehre
* verblendet gewesen und besessen, Deshalben
ich 8ffentliich bekenne vor Gott und allen
Menschen, dass ich also ein Doctor worden
bin und nochmals etliche Jahre bei Euch und
anderwo gepredigt und h%B? doch nicht gewusst
den Weg ins ewige Leben,

After a prescribed period of study had been compleled,
the theclogleal caendidate was required to give several lec-
tures in Latin and to answer two disputations, If this work
was successfully completed, a special lecture had to be pre-
sented over any portion of the Seripture and & further examina-
tion passed calied Baccalaureus biblicus. At the end of this,

the candidate was given the right to lecture on the first two

books of Lombard and te be cailed Baccalaureus sententisrius.

After a period of time in this classification and another
series of tests, the candldate was calied Baccalaureus formatus
and aliowed to teach the third and fourth Lombardian books,
Htbmaier must have finished this work at Preiburg, as he was
calied "novus professor® when he went tollngolst&dt.

The friendships he made among other students and pro-
fessors became more meaningful as time passed, Wolfgang
Capito was one of Hllbmaler's contemporaries at Frelburg.

Capito later referred to him as a "Gloriosulus, turbulientus

et furiosus vir.,? Johannes Heigerlin, commonly known as

€., Loserth, op. €it., p. 41,
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Fabri von Leutkirch, aiso shared Hiibmaier's veneration for Eck,
Iweuty yeers later Fabrl did his best to save hlbmaier from the
steke, but Lo nc avail,

During the same year that Hlbmealer assumed the leuder-
ship of the "Pfauenburse” (1510), Bck was elevated to the
doctor's degree, He was then twenty-three years old, Evident-
1y he expected that his achievementi would colnelae with an
advance to a regular teaching position, Incensed wshen Lhis
expectation did not materialize, he expressed his bltlerness
openly and was uenied sowe prwviouslj garned, bul uncollected
weges, 1t is euasy to visuallze how this was received by Eck
and the group of lively undergreduates arcund bhim, The con-
spirators divided the responsibility snu the paint pots, The
following morning a student poew, praising Eck and condemning
the aaministration, stoed out boldly from the walls of the
university, A written copy was posted in the auditorium. The
faculty acted swiftly and in accord, requesting thls "ciodiem
vertriebene Cicero® to look for recognition elsewhere.7lﬂad
Eek not left immediately, violence would sureliy have followed,
Lesser provocations had caused the "yeacocks®™ anc the "eagles"
to sharpen their tedons. Eck moved tc Ingolstadl November
ioth, 1810, folilowed by several devoled sbudents,

Hbmeler remaived in Frelburg for anvther Lwo yeurs,
finishing his Paccalaureat and busylong himself with the via
moderna, The fact that he was given positicuns of trust and
respousivility is enough (o refute the accusation male laler

by the Zarich leaders that he stole & professionad cloak from

7. Schrelber, op. cit., p. 10,



the university, He was grauuated Septemver zsth, idiec, and
was ordained o priest soon Chereafter, He wusl have bDeen

tweniy-seven years of age at this time,

B, lngodstaut 134ic-LDi€:

From Freiburg Hibmeler Journeyed eastward touward
Bavaria agaein after an absence of nine years, His destina-
tion was the asncient city of Ingolstadt which lies on the
deft bunk of the Donau at its merger with the Schutter some
fifty-two miles north of mﬂnchen.* In RHoman times the clily
was known as "Aureatum," It had been a royal viilia since the
beginuning of the ninth cenpur',SKThe charter of cilvie corpor-
ation was granted in lzﬁﬁ.lU/

Besides the university, founded by Louls the Rich in
447<, the Frauenkirche was the most iwmposing public builiding,
Hibmaier came to this church as its priest and also assumed
the duties of chaplain to the university., Eck's presence at
Ingolstadt was & naturcl inducement to his devoted student
and friend, HUbmaier's predecessor in the office, Johann
Pettendorfer, had quit Ingolistedt for Wurzburg where he tuok
the miter of a “ﬁeihbischoff" When Pettencorfer finalily went
over to Luther his heraldic shield was torn from the wail of

the university's assewmbliy room and this vﬂ?éio;ic eplgram

6. Loserth, op. eit., p. 16,
# QBee may’iﬁ'gthﬂaf;es
Be "Ingolstaut," Encycicopaedia ritannica, Vol, XII,

incyclopaedia Britannica Inc,, Chicazgo, London, Toronto, 1854,
Pe 00K,

10, 1Ibid.

# A bishoup entitied to a4 vote on the provincial
councii,
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piaced in its stead:

"Desertor fidei, mendax e preesule factus

Ex pestore lupus atoue lutosus aper

Ultricem tulit hape inverso stemmate peonam

Fumida Plutonis quod modo taeda cremetbtwd/
When HHbmaier foliowed a similar course in 15:5, he was given
thie same verse with these aduitlional words inscribed over 103

leus Cradet eum in intfp}tum carnis ut
spiritus saivus ficitric

A betiler idea of whal Hftbmeler found at the Frauen-
kirche may be discovered in the pages of Johann Pcek's Pfarrbuch
faur U, L. Frau in Ingolstadt, edited by Joseph Greving. In

i47z the bavarian Duke, Luawig, desired to transform the
Frauenkirche into & Koliegiststift (colliegiate reiigious tfoun-
dation), Two jurists and six arts professors were hired, A
further stipulation was made to the effect that the priest of
the church, Frauenpfarrer, was to bLe a facully mewber with a
doctor!s degree, He was to conduct regulur dally lectures
and presige over the official worship services of the uni-
versity.léﬁﬂbmaier's reciizetion of this high office must hsave
been due to the infiuence of his friend Johann Eck. Ihis
notice may be found in the Catalogus parochorum:

"1507. Johannis Petiendorfer, doctor theviogies

15 f1l. (resignavit,)

1512, Baldezer Hiebmair ex Fridberg, doctlor

theologie; 18 fi. (resignavit,)

Pillmel premature ablit, simiiiter Pectenaorfer,
Is tamen consiiium dedlt Baldusari successari,

1l, Rothmari, Velentin, Annabilug Acsdewiase Ingoistad-
iensis, 1815, p. 99, quoted also by Loserth, op. git., p. i6.

1c. Ibid,

14, Greving, Josepyh, Johann fcks Pferrbuch fdr U, 1.
B olstudt, (Reformationsgesehichtliche Studien und
lexte Heft 4 - D) Druck und Verlag der Aschencorffschen buche-
hendlung, HUnster, 1v08, p. lz,




31

¢ul emit cbluationes & cooperatoribus et

dedit cuilibet 8 fi., sed et tunc, licet

gsilentium promisissent, tumen ubique el

detraxerunt et populum «b obictione

retraxerunt, "4/

kek acceptea this office thirtecn years Jluater, taking
up his duties October &bth, 155, By this time there were
fifteen beneficed clergymen serving chie various wlilars ana
chapels, but in alil likelihood the benefices had not appre-
clably changed sgince HUbmaier's tenure in offlce? Considerable
organizational spility wes Hrereguigite_tq the Lask as well
as the intelilectuad capacity needeé.fur university Jecluring.

The duties of the various cheplains were carefully
worked out, They had to be ioyal to the priest, uress in
cleriecs, tuke part in processions, sing, reud, serve, and help
in worship when reqguired, They could not preach or hear con-
fession without speelial perwission ana haed to rewain at the -
church uniess specifically aliowed to truvel ocutside the cit;?/

Because there were eight altar benefices, many wasses
were read dally., UI'nese comprised the entire catalogue of Rowman
ceremonial diversiuvy; ﬁmgcerg, slient masses, preachlng masses,
early masses and the "Hochamt." Hbmaioer performed for the
congregation on Sundays and holldays. Extra masses, the
"pxecuiem," were suid for the dead., These had to bguugserved
the first, seventh, and thirtieth day of Che monuh.lbl

14, lbid., p. 189,

#* Pive benefices were estanvliszhed by the gouvernment
and haea precedence, These were "Irinitatis,® YBarbarae,"
WSpiritus,® “Catharinae," ana "Salvatorem" or "Unsernherra,"
Privaute individuals sponsored benefices, and several were
estabilshed by the university.

15, 1bid., p. 99, 16, Ibid., pe 79,

* Great euwphasis was placed on the efificacy of the
gExecuiem. Prince Ludwig "der Birtige" psid to have sixteen
priests sing and pray &bt nis grave day and night; aisays four
men, in chifts lasting six houre,
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Each year 157 anniversaries were celebrated and Chirty-
one "cum capelianis® organlzed, during which 122 silent masses
were read.i?éhe university ordered masses on behalf of the
faculty, liiving and dead, and all generations of alumni. AU
least ten magses were performed every day of the year, This
brought a tremendous revenue into the church,

Religiocus processions were alsc numerous, IEvery Thurs-
aay one was neld in honor of the Sacraments, This wes followed
on Friday by another, commemorating Christ's suffering. Duilyl
parades were held during Easter and Pentecost weeks, 0On Palm
Sunday, Laster, Ascension Day and Pentecoct these were espe-
clally grand, The assumption of Mary was likewlse celebrated
and funeral processions, pilgrimages, universiuty openings and
the dedication of public buildings occupied the vacant time,

Prior to Hibmaier's coming to the Frauenkirche, it
was customary for the priest to receive gifts of money at
Christmas from the benefices, influential citizens of the city,
officials and professors. He would then pass on & portion of
the money to his functionaries, Hlbmaier terminatea this prac-
tice., He would not acceyt money or pass it on, Therefore, he
wes not invited to the large feusts which were held three times
each year, Eck resumed the practice for the sake of publie

i8/
relations,

The reports of day by cay events in Htlbmaier's exper-
ience in Ingolistadt are cgain meager, Loserth regorts that on

August slst, 1513, he was promoted to "Lizentiat"™ through the

l‘?'& ;blal b ] e 78.
.Ld. ;biQ., e bb.
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. , 19{ . R _
good offices of Eck., t was on tils occasion that Eck gave the
giowing summary of Hflbmaier's years at Freiburg., Soon thereafier
the pupll was moved to return the compliment, and he wrote this
verse in favor of his highly respected teacher,

"0 felix nimium felix Germania, quae nune

Doetilogues gignis muitisciosgue viros,

Haud Clecpatream priscus satig extullt umbraw
Obicient coctum saecula nostra viruam,

Eckius is meus est CGermano sidere natus

Iiio niwirum Theutona terra viteu,

Ineolicgus rarus, iuris sophiseque peritus
Saepius in populum semina sacra serit,
Nodosam logicen (si mavis) rhetoris arma
Guaeque mathematicus, astronvmusque ducent
Guidqguid habet rhetor, historia, culta 5oesis,
Dispeream si non singula solus habet, ne

On Heptember znu, 1515, he was awarded the doctor's
degree, "pro canceliario et promotare Eckio." He lmmediately
took up his duties in the Frauenkirche and began lecturing at
the university. No ciue remains as tu his subject,

We are incebted to Valentin Rothmari for the preser-
vation of &n interesting event in HUbmeier's life during this
time, 10U may Jlenu substantiation to Shakespearel's thought
that "the evil,men 4o lives af ter them," In 1513 Hbmwaler
was fined ten ducats anu placed under a three day house arrest
for rescuing a student who had been imyriSUD&d for moiesting

a woman, His populerity with the situuents wust have been

immeasur«bly strengthened, 4s the story goes, the extrication

49, Loserth, Ope. Cit,, p. 40,
<0, lbid.
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was accomplished through a window,® Certainly the charge was
not serious as it did not mer his standing in the eyes of the
university, the city or the Church., This and other bits of
surviving information simply help to clarify our picture of
this man and show that bhe was human and lisbie To the impetuous
actions of youth, Nevertheless, it does seem héra Lo credit
this story when viewed alongsicde the welghty fesponsibi¢ities
of his office. |

Soon after Laster, 1515, Friedrich von:Branuenburg,
Provost of.nne bauhedral churech at Wurzburg, wis appointed
Rector of the university., At that time Htbmaler must have
been respected by all, as he was appointed Pro-rector. In
this capacity he governed the university's theoliogical faculty.
In point of fact, Hibmaier became the virtual leader of the
univeprsity, Friedrich 'von Brandenburg was litile wore than a
figurenesd,

Hibmaier now carried a large burden of responsibilivy.
He had the oversight of the Frauenkirche and the officiul chap-
lalncy of the university, the lecturing to university classes,
and the pro-rectorshipy of the university itseif, He fillled ali

these offices well and earned a high reputation in the city,.

.. Ehis event is recorded by Valentin Rothwmari in his

i ngolstadiensis. "incarceratus gquicem
lucas Vendin ﬁemingen31s, proplerea guod pauperem guancam
mudiercuiam nocoturno tempore traclarat misere, opera, sed &
fraude Balthasaris Huebmair Parochus ab dedictum 10 florenis
Rhenensibus multatus, & per tricuum in hypocaustum Doctloris
Zingels ablegatus, ut ne per fenestram ¢uldem prosgectus ilil
essel concessus Laesae practerea necessarisz subministrere
coactus fuit, & si contingeret eam mori, ut Lucam Vehlin
Universitati sisteret," (uoted aiso by Loserth, gp. cit.,
e 4-7!

-~



tils good work here led to his being offered the office of
“Domyreéiger" (Cathedral preacher) at Regensburg., He left
Ingolistadt January 2bth, 1516, after three years ang five
months of hard but fruitful work,

By this time Hfibmaier may h:uve come to the conclusion
that he coulid make & greuter contribution by devoting himself
to the pulpit, At least it aclliowed more intellectua. frecdom
and an opportunity of doing one thing well.‘ He must have been
spreading his tulents ver;mph;g! and his health was not good,
There is sowe indication that eriticism and various accusa-
tions were being circulated which infiuenced his dec¢ision to
leave, This nust have little basis in fact, as both the uni-
versity and the city council gave him written testiwmoniais
of thelir friendship and best wishes for his new tasks. Years
af terward the university continued to cefend him ageinst
slender,

By turning his back on Ingolstadt, Hltbmaler put an
end to an important chapter in his l1life, His preparatory
years under the tutelage of Johann Eck were behing hiw. HNow,
in an intel.iectual maturity, he set uyon & course of his own
cholce ana determination. As long as he was in the immediate
proximity of his friend and teacher, flck's Iinfiuence wouid be
feit in his thoughts., 4n influence continuing over a period
of nearly thirteen years is not easily igncerecu or discarded,
Haa this survived until Hibmaier's convictions were firmiy
established, it 1s qguestioneble whether his later life would
have been the same, How fateful it was that he severed con-
nections with Eeck Jjust one year before the Heformation storm

broke over southern Germany} Frow this point cvaward, the two



wen drifted apart to dlametricaliy op,osite sldes of the
current question, In anolher elght years they were golng to
WOrk as strenuously agailnst each other's ideal as they once

did for it,

-



CHAPTER TWO
AN BUVOCATE OF ROME
A, Hegensburg 15i6-i5gls

Toward the ena of Jenuary, 151€¢, HHbmaler entered
Hegensburg and assumed his new uuties? The Hegensburg cathe-
dral to which he went as "Lomprediger," is a magnificent
gothic structure, The pesssing of time has oniy adeed to its
beauty. In the pulpit of this euifice, anu on the streets of
the city, Hubmaier entered into the ciosing stages of a vio-
ient anti-semitic campaign, The intensity of this can be
compared onity to the Nazi anti-semitiswm of our generation,
Ihe Hegensburg Christians had hated the Regensburg Jews for
centuries, and the Jews returned the feeling, The reasons
for this hatred are reviewed in the fol.iowing pages,

Hibmaier believed Luatl he was divinely ordained to
ria this Christian city of & loathsome and heathen corruption,
He purposed to smash every social, poiltical, economic and

religious structure raised by the "wurderers of Chrisc.," The

# Regensburg is one of the oidest cities in Europe,
Accoraing to tradition, liberius founded a city ihere four-
teen years before the birth of Christ, It was cai.ed "Castra
Regina' and was sgltuated on the site of an eerlier villiage
calied "Radasbona," After the tribes conguered the area
again the name was altered tu YRegansbure," Forty variations
of the name resulted, such as, "Reganespurch,® anc "Reynsborg"
untii it was finalliy established as "Hegensburg." [Ihis and
more information about the c;ty may be found in Graf Bugo von
wadderdorffts, Hegensburg i : rgangenheit und Gepenwart.
Druck und Veriag von Friearich Pustet, ﬁegcnsburg, 1696, p. 7.

wry
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Jewish downfall was hastened by his zeal, No oﬁe aoubted the
virulent nature of his lmpact., Ostrofrancus, in his chronicle,
characterizes Mbualer as, "ein prediger wie vom Himwmel ge-
sanahfé The Jews preferred to belleve that hié preaching had
its origin in Sheol, They scolded hiw in the streets, raised
the cry around his house and, at times, atlempted to stone
him.d/

To plece this situation in the proper light, consiaer-
abie atlention must be given Lo the history of the Jewish

pogulation at Regensburg and what hed hap.ened in the city

before Hélbumsier made his climactie entrance,

B. Scoclal Tensions:

In the mwidst of the Regensburg Christian cusiture
there existed a Jewish life and tradition actually claer thwan
the Life and tradition of the Christisn population, Tuere is
ample evidence that under Roman rule thf Jews had crganized a
ilarge comfunity in the area by 500 a.D.o/It was nob until
565 A.D. that the Germanic "BajJuwaren" entered the area. Ihis
much of the Jewish origin is certain, but their tradition went
back much further, During Hibwmaiér's campaign, the Jewish
elders produced a letter and claimed that it had passed be-

tween their forefathers ang Jerusalem before the birth of Christ,

i. Ostrofrancus, Christopherus, de Ratisbone, metropoli

Bojoasriase et subita ibidem Judseorum proseriptione, Augsburg,
18198, p. 5%,
&, Ibid.

6. Grau, “ilhelm, Antisemitiswus im Spdten Mitlelaller,
Des Ende der Regensburger Judengemelinde 1450 - 1513, Veriag
von Duncker und Humblot, kK#nchen und Lelpzlg, ido4, P. 4.
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Ihey did this to refute Hiibmaler's charge, How could Lhey be
the "murderers of Christ? if ncne of thelir forefathers ascre in
Palestine during Christ's lifetime? The Regensburg chronicle
recoras:

"Die Juden waren im Besitze eines Brlefes,

der von den Juden Pallstinas vor dem
Auftreten Christi und seiner Kreuzigung

an die Regensburger Juden geschrieben

sein gsollte, Damil soliite sowohi der

Dewelss flr die Unschuld der Regensburger
Juden am Tode Christi erbrachit sein, ais 4/
auch fllr das hohe Alter der Judengemeinde."

A contemporanecus report states:

"Die Juden haben zu Hegensburg gewohnt vor
Christus unseres Hellmachers Mensch werdung
bis hieher, daselbst eine hohe Schul und
Sinagog gehabl, auch eine Sendbrief gezelgtl,
dqarinnen ihnen dile Juden von Jerusalem, wie-
gass sie ihren Wiagerwertigen und Verkerer
ires gesetzes Jesum einen sun Joseph eines
fummersanns sngespein, gegelselt und mit
rornen gekront, gekreuzigt hitten, sic? aes
mit inen zu erfreuen, zugeschrieben,"”

It was & bitter pill for the Christians to have the healhen
Jewish tradition antedate their own,

The very location of the Jewish portion of the eity
was anolther yoint'of rancor, 1ts center was the present day
Neupfarrpiatz, the hub of the c¢ity, 7The Ghetio was waliled
early in the twelfth century to proltect the Jews from periouic
outbreaks of Chriscian'hostility, but during the {iftecnth and

sixteenth centuries the wails had served tu confine and restrict

4. Gemeiner Chroanlk von Hegensburg, I, 6, Stable 01,
vgl beilage 568, reprint in Vol. xiii of Lhronlhgn cer deutschen
' is 16 Jahr crl, belpzig, L8k«
5. beheurl, Christoph, Gegehic b

yon .151; -;M_.Lj:;,l :Ln Wrwbﬁg
: rehe in Zeitalt :
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Jewish social, econcmic and religious iife, The Ghetio's v
five tower gates permitced aceess Lo all Cae lmportant sireets
and squares of the city. The synagogue was in the center with
shops, business establishments, and dweliings clustered

around it in typicel medieval confusion, It was & long,
Romanesque structure with accommodation for some 50U peoy;e?f
h distance of only 400 yerds separated the synagogue from the
Regensburg cathedral, The walis of the Ghetlo were nct high
enough to separate the music of the opposed religions., There
was often harmony in their songs of aduration to God, but

this only resulted in & harsher dissonance 1ln thelir wultual
relations,

Through the influence of their High Schocl, the
Regensburg Jews were under & strict Talmudic reiigious reglume.
Since the Talmud is as much a social rule as it is a religious
ruie, the real ieacership of the Jewlsh comwunity fell to the
rabbis, This is not to say thal thelr governwent was an
oiigarchy, but it was nol far from 10,

As a poliitical enctity the Jews were independent of
the Hegensburg Christians and uander the direct protection
of the emperor, The leacership of the Jewish municipal govern-
went was in the hands of the "Rabo" or "Schulkiopfers" who
carried the titie "Judenmelisters." The rebbis stoud bebind
these men and manipulated the strings, In thls way the
Talwudic rule was stringeantly appiied to every area of iife?f

Part of the ritual connecited with this rule was Che necessity

6- ¢r‘ﬂu’ _QE_. cl:'- P‘ l%-
7. Ipdd., po. T 1s:
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of a cleansing in ground water, A deep pitl was dug for this
purpose, At certain times the Jewish women weni There for balhs
of symbolical purification, The Christians were very suspicious
of this jpractice and exaggerated it beyond ali reason, BHuch

of the hatred between the two groups was & resudtb Qf ignorance
and the lack of exchange betseen the two cuitures.&/

The one public aspeet of Jewish religious ilfe was the
funeral ceremony, Still within the terrvitory of the Jews,
but vutlside the wal.s and towers of the Ghetto, lay the Jewish
cemetery, This was probably in the present Calgeabergsirasse
behind the St., Pelerklesterlein. Because the burial ceremony
was elaborate and bizarre, crowds of Christians would turn
out to wateh it. When the constant tension between the two
groups was et & high level these crowds coften became rowdy.
Eventuaily the council had to protect the Jews by law at
these times.ayBy this public dispiay the Jews demonstrated
the closely-knit character ¢f their community. They survived
80 long simply because of their indivisibixity.*

The cemetery itself was no small piace, Jews had been
buried there for centuries, and it was recognized as lhe prin-
cipal Jewish burial ground in Bavarisa., AU the time of tne
daissolution 5,000 grave stones are menticned as having been
thrown down,

Injustices growing out of the violent antipathy were

frequent and numerous, More will be sald regarding the reason

8'. dl, P- J—5. 8. Didi’ jp’. iﬁg
®, By 1510 the Jewish population stood between 40V
and 580 persons, This wes ap,roximately 15% of the total

population., One out of seven persons in this city of 5,600
people was a Jew, from Grau, MWM—

alter, p. 18,
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for some of them, but suffice it now to list & few comuon ores.
Bodily violence was common, There were public beatings of both
men and women, The police contributed slashings &« the siight-
est provocation, A Jew who had been roboed was officialiy
ignored. He was subjected to humiliation by being required to
wear distinctive clothing; a special yeliow disk sewn to all
male garments and twe blue strips of cloth.in the colffures of
the women, On November Zlst, 1505, the city council presented
this injunction to the synagogue:

"dass nun hinfr auf gemeiner Stadt Pflaster

keiner ohn ein Zeichen oder Kappen gehen sollg:

welcher aber daruber betretten wurde, der alle

zehen Groschen Wendels geben, davon der halbe

Teil den Knechten zustehe,"

This bhabit had been prescribed in 1452 --"Die

Kenn vorne an ihren Kleldern, Mantedln, Rocken

gelibe Scheublein und die Judin an ihren Sieiern

und Umbpendten auch sichtbarliich Unterscheid

und Zeichen, dsdurch men sile aus dem Cristen-

voik erkenne,"i0/
Any Jew arrested without these emblems in Helbmaier's day was
required to pay a fine of two pounds, No Jew could wear an
entirely new suit of clothes, Degrading exces:zes of every
sort were prevalent, Christians often spal in thelir faces,
The Jews coulid not use the public bathhouse with Christians,
No Christian mid-wife couid serve a Jewess. During "Fastnacht"®
it was customary for the Christian youths of Regensburg to
Kidnap a young Jew, The dawn found him tied, naked and beaten

i1/
and held for ransom at the portal of the Ghetto, The Ghetto

10. Stern, Moritz, Die Israelitische Bev8lkerung der
deutschen Stadte, Band 11, "Regensburg im Mitlelaliter,®
Verlag Hausfreund, Berlin, 1932, p,. c - 3.

1l. A councili protoccl from 15l reads: "kittwochs nach
Matthie ist beschiossen, daszs die Jjungen Blirger mégen etlich
aus der Judischheit fahen, doch nit schlagen, und wit ihnen
immassen vor Alter herkommen handein.," lIbid,
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wes closed to traffic at the siightest provocation, This
could last for two hours or a period of months, No Jew dared
to venture forth during Holy Week, Nevertheless, a small
doorway was left open for the Christians to pass articies
or to redeem pledges. A genera. curfew obiiged the Jew to
remain indoocrs after cne a.m, A scurrilous sheet was pub-
lished against them containing gutter songs such as:
PDer Jude ist der blinde Hund der verstockt
ist in seinem falschen Glauben., Hordet und
fucher, Stadt und Land arm und leer macht,
aurch beschelisserel und grosse sund reicher
geworcen ist gls glle fursten in dem
Baierland,n+<
Though excesses such as these added to the physicad
discomfort of the Jews, they did not appreciably endanger their
liveiihoud., The cruelest blow was struck in the sphere of
business and economics, When the feeling agalnst them was
reaching its peak, & complete boycoti was organized against
them, They were obliged to visit the markel only during cer-
tein hours and heavy restrictlons were placed on thelr loaning
of money. 7The cordinance rcads as followss
"In der hanse ist der Juden wegen vorgenommen,
dass sie im somumer vor < Uhr und im Winter um
&5 Unr (that is before midday) suf dem markt
nichts kaufen und an dem ertag (Tuesday) und
freitag nachts (auf dem sogensnnten Abend-
markt), gar nig?t gen markt an der haide
gehen solle,"
According te @ law passed May &bth, 1489, they were prohibited
from buying fish on Friday., [hey were aiiowed no salesmen and

could do no more business than the Christisan tré&esmen.

—

i%. Gr&u, Ope .Cito, He 148,
13. Stern, op. cit., P« 9.
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C. Economic Tengions:

Cbncurrent with the upheaval in its culture and re-
ligion, Germany was un&ergoing a transitionary periocd iﬁ its
economic 1ife, The centers of trade and procduction were
shifting; '&ugsburg was beginning to totter from its former
commqrciai_emiﬂence.‘ Ndrnberg, Ulm and other citlies were
also feeling the.effects. Coupled with this instability were
natural disastefs, concomitant'with an economic depression,
drought, poor harvest aﬁd Hal,

Regensburg's economy was based upon the small artisan
who worked for the local market, This was generally the case
in alil wedieval cities, One of the big industries of Hegensburg
waes cotbon weaving, The mills were small and independent
family affairs, bound together in a weavers gui.d., Their out-
puat was soid in the local market as well as in outlying areas,
In tiwes of prosperity this resulted in many wealthy familles.

Eérly in the fifteenth century the city began to feel
the econémic pressure through the lack of markets for cottion,
honey, salt, irbn, cioth end fustian, By 1428, the fustian
production had reached & disastrously low level. The producers
lost their markets in Austria and Bohemia, Export came Lo a
standstili, Coupled with the lack of foreign markebs; and the
introduction of & better cuality product from Ulm, Che
Regensburg fustian incustry was rulned, This drove them into
competiﬁion with the linen weavers. The cily atlempted to
subsidize the fustlan producers but it availed iitile., The

generai depression was felt also by the dyers, palinilers, wooud
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carvers snd cutliery makers, Auprentices and Journeymen by the
hundreds Jost their jobs, creating confiict belween masier and
workuwen, as well as a mass of unampLoyment.Lé/

The natursl elements appeared to be conspiring in
Regensburg's downfall, A series of poour harvesls anu severe
winters created a dangerous scarcity of food, and the popu-
iatiun was steadily onm the inerease, Poverty was raising its
enaclated face over the eity and beggars were contemplating
gulld orgenization, The city legislisted sgainst strunge beg-
gars, closing the gates to them, The lower cliergy pertici-
pated in the common dilewma, while the nobiiity and ecclesias-
ticai hierarchy kept business as usual in the lucrative and
tax-free wine trede., Of course, the city couneil attempted to
salvage and sup ort the manufaciurers, but it wes woefuli.y
lacking in imeginative business technigue, It retained one-
third of the icaned capital while interest was reckoned on the
total amount, People were driven to beg or vorrow money from
any available source, The Jew was available.

The economic story of the European Jew is well known,
Coin of the realm was his only safe investment. It could be
transported easily, and it was not subject to deterioration,
If he had to fiee, he would not have to leave progerty in the
form of land, barns or stock behind, Conseguently, the basis
for the Jewish econowy became the lending of money. This they
turned to & fine &art. When Christian businesses were prosper-
ing, little attention wes psid to the Jew as an economic power,

But when money was scarce, anu more people were driven to the

lé. Grau, Q_El Cit., M }.'-5.
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pawn brokers, his position was seen in a different perspective,
Nearly everyone was indebted to him, When these pecple falled
to redeem their pledges the Jew naturally sought to realize
something on his investment through the sale of pawned articies.
Sometiwes he wus careless, A person would appear to redeem an
article and find that it had been soid, When this happened

once toc often, twenty-five trade laws were promulgated agalinst
the Jews, The Jewigh elders countered thnis measure with twenty-
one trude restrictions against the Christians. The sword

couldd cut both ways.

Ine Jewish money lending was in the foreground of
observation, but it was nout the only string of their economic
bow. It must be remembered that the Regensburg Ghetto was a
thousand years oid. Within 1its walls were ail the trades,
Untii the restrictions were lald down the Jews had prospered
in grain speculation, cattle, lard, wine, pepper, saffron,
spices, linen, fustian, silk, damask, wocl, yarn, clcuhing,
bed linen, hats, needle work, furs, knives, needies, nails,
piumbing, iron ware, wagons, carts, tin, lead, gold and silver
Jewelry, drugs and saltpater.ls

Cf course, with the depression and & surge of borrow-
ing, the Ghetio became a vast treasury of vsluables, Ihis was
& common song of the day --

"80 einer ein Kieid kaufen wollt,

gar bald er zu den Juden trolit,
Silbergeschirr, Zinn, Leinwand, Burett
Und was er sonst im Haus nit HEtt

das fana er bel den Juden zuhand,

Mentel, Hosen unu allerlei, 16/
bas fand wan bei aen Jucen feil, . ., "

15, Ibid., pe 83, 16. Ibid.
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The business strength of the Jews undoubtedly resiced
in their unity., Each Jew organized his own affairs, but they
were all bound together in a common religion &nd ethie. No
blanket indictment of their dishonesty is Justified but, con- |
versely, neither is & claim for their complete virtue, ©Six-
teen trades accused them of concealing stolen property.
According to the Jewish national right, & person had only to
be ignerant of the property's original owner in order to buy
it or take it as a pledge, They received an article on "good
faith," They were shrewd enough, however, to suspect if
something were stolen or not, They reworked raw material,
altered stolen articles, and polished up the old untii it
appeared to be new, These things were sold in other cities
to avolid detection.lT/

It is not wise to minimize the antagonism created
through individual elements of the Jewish business procedure,
but the fects that uitimately brought about their downfall
g0 much deeper, Grau attributes it to their general lack of
assocliatlion with Christians in trade, They compietely seps—
rated themseives and had no sympathy for the distress of their
Christian neighbors, As the Christians went down, the Jews
came up, They smugglied in products slready mace in the city
and sold them competitively sgainst the local goods, They
traded with foreign merchants and ignored the local business-
men., When done on a large scaule, this had its effect. Even
if the Jews had been absoiutely honest in all their dealings,

the final effect would have been the same. AN economy &as

l’?. Igiu.’ L). 56'



shaky and impoverished as was that of Regensburg wus only
delaying the end by seeking the temporary aid of borrowed
money, The regular and lawful interest charged by the Jews
was two pfenning per week on the Regensburg pound., In & year

#*
this amounted to 43 percent,

D. Politics and the Jewss

If the Jews were a force to be considered in the
economic 1life, & complementary appurtenance was thelr politi-
cal power, By holding the purse strings of the imperlal
treasury they were able to menipulete policy in no uncertein
terms, In 1519 the prominent actors in this scene of the
drama were the princes of Bavaria, the Kaisers Friedrich II1
and Baximilian I, the councilumen of Regensburg and the bishops,

The background of the story is very invoived, so let
it suffice to say that Ludwig the Rich, as Kaiser, had mort-
gaged his ancestral property to the Regensburg Jews for
44,800 florins, The lien against the property came intc the
hands of the Bavarian Duke Ludwig von Landshut.lb/ﬁuke Ludwig
had no use for the Jews, actually having persecuted them in
1450, Nevertheless, he apyrecisted thelir financlal value and

thus discontinued molesting them, His son, Duke Georg the Rich,

# This is the Talmudie advice concerning the loaning
of money -- ®"Den Nichtjuden dfirfte man auf Zins leihen, &ine
von ihm veriorene Sache brsucnte man nicht zuruckzugeben, ein
Irrtum, den er im Keufen Verksufen, oder Verschenken beging,
wurde ihm nicht gut gewmacht, Die Rlchverglitung des Kauf-
preises, wenn eine Ware um ein Sechstel des Wertes und dar-
fiber hinaus zu hoch bzw, zu nledrig berechnel war, galit ihm
gegenllber nicht rechtliche Pflicht," Jldisches lexikon 113,
Berlin, 1i927/30, p. 107.

18, CGrau, op. eit., p. 8,
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shared his father's antipathy but locked to his financial
position and saw that his role must be that of the Hebrew
protector, This received opportunity for its first exhibition
during the "Rituslwmord Prozess.ﬁ Several wealthy Jews who
were the financial support of Duke Georg's House found tThem-
selves in jail and unablie to work in his behzlf, 7The annual
Jewish tax dld not find its way into the aucald coffer, A boy-
cott sapped their finances, Georg conciuded that since the
city was to blame for the impoverishment cf the Jews, the
council could pay him the uncolliected tax, The city appealed
to llUnchen and socn tﬁereafter Regensburg became & free city
under the direct rule of the emperor, The city belonged to
Friedrich 1I, but the laws of lien and hypothecation were
stiil the property of Duke Georg, This weant that any woney
destined for the emperor from the Jews had first to pass
through Georg's hands, Usually one-half stayed with him,

The emperors Friedrich II (1440-1493) and Maximiiian I
(1433-1519) iere wotivated to spread their protecting robes
over the Jews by the ssme thing. Friedrich hoped to use the
Jews as his ministry of the exchequer., This was workable as
ilong as his was the only cleim upon them, but he was contin-
ually plagued by the Landshut nobles, When it came to raising
money for the war against Burgundy, the emperor presented a

bill for 4,000 florins to Duke Ludwig, Ludwig compisined

% This was a charge sgainst the Jews that they prac-
ticed human sacrifice., The skeletons of several children were
uncovered somewhere near the Ghetto, An accusation of murder
grew into u« genuine legal indictment, The Jews were innocent,
but, because suspicion and ignorance were so high, and sober
reasoning sc low, seventeen Jews were throsn in jail, their
goods confiscated, &heir families made destitute, and a huge
fine levied,
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ioudly, butl Friedrich turned him aside with the advice Lhatl

the money could be raised if all pawns, taxes and interest held
L8/
by the Jews were turned over to him, When he saw thol events

were not progressing as he hoped, Friedrich tried ancother scheme,
He demanded that the seventeen Jess who had been convieted of
murdering Christian children by the "Rituaslmord Prozess" (1476-
1480) be reieased, but suggested that they be detained untii a
ransom of 10,000 florins had been pald to him, Therefore, they
remained in prison for two years and two months, The city had

te pay 8,000 florins and the Jews 200 florins per year for tive
=0/
years,

I'ne freeing of the Jews renewed the hatred and brought
on new persecution, Toward the end of December, i4gws, two
commissioners were sent from Meximilian to investigate the
excesses against the Jews and propose some compromise, Karch
6th, 1500, saw the promulgation of & new law, which contained
these stipulations --

"l, Punishment for these who physically harm
or persecute Jews without legal reason,

2. egual Justice for Jews as welil as Chrisgtians,

S, all pawned articles will be marked as to date,
etc, and signed by depositor; if found to be
gtosen, one-half of the louned money wiil be
refunded to the Jeuws,

4, Sawe price of goouds for both Jew and Christian,

5., the Jews may buy, sell and work Jjust as the
Christians,

6, go to warket at any time,

7. Jews may not sell cheese, lard, vegetubles or
bread,

B, Jeas may not buy articlies pawned, but only loan
meney on them,

2, Jews will be aliowed Lo bury thelir desa in peace,
anyone disturbing them will be punished,

10, no Jew may wear & compictely new set of ciothes;
if he does these wi.li be talken away from hiam,

49, Grau, op., git., p. 1UL. <0, 1bid., pe 108,
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1l, To the honor of God, the Judengassen will
be ciosed to traffic from Wednesday before
Baster until Baster Monday afterncon, Only
& Jittle door may be left open for emergeucies
and in order that_ the Christians can pawn or
redeem articles/®

Duke Georg and the city council were responsible tor
the enforcement of the new law,'but they ignered it completely
and the Jewish position was not greatly bettered. By 1501 the
Jews were complaining that all the former abuses were back in
Vogue,

A particudarly galiing facet of lLhe emperor's patron-
age Wus the ease wilh which audience was grauted tov the Jews,
They would be_&dmitbea to bim immediately upon reguest, while
the Hegensburg council mewmbers were obligea Lo walt six or
seven months, The only thing that saved the Jewlsh community
was the empercor's protection, When this terminated at
Maximilien's death in 15l1u, it was uocmaézuay for the Jews,

As far as the Regensburg council was concerned, the
Jews had to be expelled, This is important, ss the councii
was Lhe instrument of public opinion., The fate of the com-
mﬁniny rested in its hands, 1Us iegal arm controlled daily
1ife and brougnht the inhabitanls of the Ghetto Lo the aware-
ness "dass das Hemd einem n#her ist als der Rock.% Day by
day the Christicn community weakened whiie “the murderers of
Christ" grew stronger, The council mirrored ihe general hatred,
Toward the end of the struggle a three pronged attack, combin-
ing the sharpened economic attitudes ©f the Church, the anti-
Jewish propagende of the clergy and the anti-sewmitism of the

people was launched against the Jews, The councili never

£l, Stern, op. eit,, b« i0.
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deviated in its Initial purpose even though 1T ran & dangerous
course aséinat the desires of the emperor, the iourds of Bavaria
and the Jlesser nobles, 1t attempted vo take the guestion out
of a political realm and prove that the Jews were to biame tor
the Regensburg distress, The city presented its woes before
the "Reichsregiment® at Inz:sbruék, but the Jews had stolén the
march, f{he deliberations were prolonged but a Jewlish victory
was a foregone conclusion, This triumph was short-lived., On
February zist, 1512, Mexiwmilisn died, The Jewish hopes were

bturied in his greve,

E. Ihe Church and the Jews:

The economic and politicat ailssatisfactions were
encouraged by the Church'!s attituce towurd the Jews, fhe_
medieval Papacy was one of the foremost advocutes of free
capltalism, When the Pope saw that his interests and those
of the emperor ccu.d be mutually served, he granled a papal
bull which allowed the Jews to cherge interest, This then
put the emperor and the Pope on Lhe siue of the Jeas against
the bishops, eity councils and lesser clergy.

It is well Lo remember thal the lesser clergy were
always liable to the aistress of the common people, They
iived among them and shared the vicissitudes of thelr fortune,
From this group emerged the popular preachers (Volksprediger)
who played such an influential part in the daily life of the
iiddle Ages. Awmong other things, these Dominicans and
Franciscans agitated strongly against the taking of usury and
aimed Cheir verbald missiles against the Jews who were Lhe most

obvious, if not the only, exponents of free caplitalism, Ko
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aoubt many a rnVclksyre«iiger“ was suffering under the burden of
4563 per cent interest in the yeer,

In the larger cities, thelr preacning contributed to
the ailenation of the Jew, Their rallying phrases, "Fiuch dem
Wacher," and "gerechte Preise," adamantly expressed Lhe general
spite., As 1s so often the case, there was vast dlversity in
the attitudes of these men, Unfortunately, the utterances of
the majJority have slipped into oblivion, The name znd atilitude
of oniy one Hegensburg "Volkspredlger" remains, This was Peter
Schwarz, commonly calied "Nigri." His work cannol be used as a
comwon dencminator.

Nigri made the first concerted effort to glleviate or
compromise the explosive Regensburg situation. Bé began his
Jewish mission with the wholesomwe attitude of self-criticism
anu directed his attack not oniy against the Jew, but also
agailnst the sinful and corrupt Christian population, He
prefaced his campalign with the commendable phruse, "Love the
sinner, bul hate the sin,"

"ich hab Yer person iieb, aber Yre verstockung

?ng Yren @;?sglauben una Yer possheit hass ich
allzeit,n<«

Nigri had unigue guelifications for the task he under-
tovk to du; He was a recognized preacher, a debater, a Human-
ist, a Hebrew scholar, anu he hau lectured over the bLocks of
the Ula Testement, He resolved to overcome the Jews with
logical refutations of their own arguments, He began to prove
the Trinitarian doctrine of God through expositions of countless

Old Testament passages which speak of God in a plural sense,

g2, Grau, op. cit., p. O3,
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He then turned his attention to the Incarnation of Christ.
Neither of these efforts bore fruit, but at least matters were
not worsened, He then tried to prove that the Jewlish system
of sacrifice was applicable cnly to the Olc Covenant and was
instituted to proteect them from idolatry and heathen worship,
Against this he asdvocated the Holy sacrifice of the Mass and
used the Manna from heaven, the bread of the golden tablie, and
the haster lawmb in some analogous sense o the Host used in
the Mass, The Jews would have none of this and were incensed
at his suggestion to cast off circumecision in favor of baptism,
Ihe Jews threw back the fact of Christ's own circumcision,
Nigr; gave the stock reply that it was done as & testimony to
His ﬂordshiy over the Law and His descent from Abrahsw, His
new Law conmmoted & spiritual circumcision. For thils reason
Christ founded the practice of baytismfé/

For the better part of a year this exchange of logic
was carried on in a sensible way., Contributions were made
by both sicdes, The &chillean heel was touched, however, when
the Virgin birth und the whole Roman Catholic attitude toward
diary was brought into the discussion, In trying to prove
dery's virginity this Hebrew scholar ran into trouble with the
language, The Jews brought forward the translation, "pros-
titute” or "a young girli who has lost her virginicty", tor the
word "hadma." That touched the nerve., With a gross blaspheny
coming as a culminetion to the fallure of his other arguments,
igri's program collapsed and his mission deteriorated into

name calling and one violent charge after another, "IThe Jew

23. Ibldc’ e 70,
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is a liler and a swindlery he shouted, "He is fooliish and
putridl He is a false Jew because he willingly remains in his
error, casting aside and hating the divime light of God's
truthfﬁf ine Chriscians screuamed "false Sacraments" ana
"ritual murder," while the Jews cursed the Christiuns with
nGotzendienst" (idol worshipy) rather than "Gottesdlenst®
(divine worship), They castigated the Christians for dis-
obeying God's prohibition of idol worshiy, by honoring wen
and pictures and by fashioning likenesses of the Almighty.
They said that the Christiuns muke paintings of their God,
prey to a cruclitied npan, a?d honor pictures of Peter, Paul,
John, Mary and the Saints.ﬂS/

From this moment on, Higri devoted himself to the
expulsion of the Jews, He stressed the idea that God hes
cast off and foursaken the Jewish people, not oniy because
of their rejection of Christ, but chiefly because of their
basic wickedness, Nigri's former exegesis was transforméd
into & wonumental distortion of Seripture, He maintained
that the Jews hau been & wicked and jperverse people from the
beginning.

"Dass das Judisch volk von grunt auf, von dem

pauch oder leyb seilner mutier, ist es ein
s¢halkhaftiges volk gewesen, such in aer zeit

als sl waren in dem pegten stand ¥n Frew landt
hat Cot der herr,é}e 150 genent, viel mer nun

[

¥n dieser zeit. "<
He goes on to cieim that the Jews are not descendec from the

holiy patriarchs, but from the group which was cursed and

4, Ibi‘do, e 71. ’ 1‘:55. Ibld., e 7"*0
28, Lexikon flir Theologie und pirche, Herausg. von
kichaeli Buchberger, £ Autl, , Freiburg, 1880, p. 195,




5€

ordered out of the promised land, They are descended from Lhe
populetions of Sodom and Gomerrah and will surely perish in
Heil. OUniy & hanafui wiii turn from their sin ana be suved,
Because they rejected Christ, Goa cursed lhem all,
"ieil sie Christus verworfen haben, hat Gocot
cus genze JjUdische Volik zerstdrt und veriassen,
ausgenommen Christus, Maria, seine Jlnger und
die wenigen Giluvligen aus vem JjHaischen
Geschiccht "<
The Jewish conception of lhe fucharist was no more
sympathetic or enlightened than the Christian conception of
Jewish religious pruetice, The Christians were cadilea amur-
derers and cannibals because they elslmed (0 cat, drink and
cigest their God. The Jews conjured up mental pictures which
infuriated tuelir neighbors; to wit:
"The bouy of Christ mast Lave been consumed
iong ago, even if it were &s blg as & moun-
tain, How could so iarge a thing get in, or
under such & small cafer? 1t is lupossible
to think that one bouy couid be in 1,000
cities simultaneously. How can the body of
Christ have any rest at il if it is constant-
iy carried in processions? The Christians
wust have no honor for their God, because at
tiwes they burn him, corrvupt him, or let nim
be eaten by worms. Iransubstantiation is an

impossible doclrine because man capnot make
his own goad,n"<d

The story began to circulate that the Jews had stoulen
& Host from the Cathedral, which they soaked, fried and defiled
in other ways equally unveszrablie to the mind of a medieval
Homwan Catholdic,

In this manner the religious sive of the tension

raged back and forth for years complementing the eeonomic

27. 1big.; P+ BV,
k&. a!’&ﬂ, 9#. Cit., e 74.
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sitrain and the political turmoil, Onme woulid think that if the
Christians had been sincere in desiring the conversion of the
Jew, Uthey would nhave encouragea his decision to enter the
Christian fold, This was far from true., One of the yreregui-
sites to such a decision was the surrender of all personad
yroperty because it had not been gained in a "Christian® man-
nerf Grau illustrates this with the case of s Jewish cantor
nuomed Kalman, Kalwan wanted to be & Christisn and actualliy
spoke to & bishop concerning baptism, His familiy and friends
begged him not to Leave the Jewish fel.owshiy, and he was torn
between his desire and his aquty. Finalliy the clerieal author-
ities presced him to meke his choice, His eiecting to stay
within Judaisw was foulowed by & legul process and a sentence .
of drowning because he was not sincere in his originai inguirigg{
After Nigri's mission failed, his successors in
negensburg forgot the wholemome ideal with which he had started
and produced nuthing but a homiletical Juwblie, The ingredients
were a confused theology, a blind hatred and a biased ethic,
In 1498 the "Domurediger® closed hisz sermon with Che demand
that the Jews be driven out, He promised toc tell the congre-

gation how this could be done in his next sermon, Boycoil was

#* Seven things the Jew haa to agree to if he wanted
Christian baptism as given in Iractatb conitra Judaeos, f.
426, Pawiikowskl, Constantin, Hitter v,, Huncert Bogen Hber
die Juuen neben den Christen, Freiburg i. b. 1853,

"Sexta est infortunium gued els ut in plurimum ex
conversione accidit, sie tawen vere convertantur aliqul, nam
conversi spreti ob omnibus habentur omnicgue dignitate aut
officio inhabiles. Nominantur eciam ludel conversi, qui poclus
neofitl appealandi essent, nec¢ miruwm, quod communiter girofagi
aut Jlusores aut mimi sut lencnes efficiumtur."

£9, Grau, op. eit., p. 144,
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cunstantly preached from the pulpit, and excommunication wes
threztened to anyone who trafficked with the Jewé in business,
This cetalled survey of the Jewish-Christian problem
at fegensiurg has been given in order (¢ cataiogue the con-
aitions Hbmaier discovered in the city, ang €0 expiain the
background for the following events, No wejor emphasis has
been pleced upon this portion of Hébmaier's biography before,
It receives only passing mention, which gives the uecelving
impression that the Jewish expulsion was easliy acccmplished
anda that Hﬂbmaiyr aia not have to exert himself very much, It
would be weii to keep these wajor points in wminds (1) the
Jewlsh population was entrenched through at least 1,000 years
of history; (2) it was extremely wealthy, una protected by the
State; (&) a disastrous gconumic concition stimuiated odd
hatreds; (4) there was & complete cleavage beltween the cul-
tures and traditions of the opyosing parties; and (5) the era

was not rencuned for its demonstration of Christian virtue,

F. Hibmaier as "Dompreaiger":

Htbmazier reports what his first impression was ugon
arriving at Regensburg. He saw how impoverished the citizens
were and atiributed their plight to excessive usury charged by
the Jews., Frow the Zérich "THuferyrozess" of 1526, ccmes this
portion of his recorded testiumony:

"Als er ouch jpradicant zuo Regeunsburg gesin syg,
seche er den grossen uberschwldnklicher wuocher,
una dass auch gelstlich und weltliich richter
dar@iber ricntind una urteilen gebind, DLa bredte
er/ das Voik/ an aer kanzlien, dass man soiichs
nit liden noch vertragen soiite, DLaran karte

‘ siceh niemany und biibe anstan, bis dass uer Kelser
sturbe, Da brach ind die von Regenspurg so vil
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zewegen, Jesg?ss gie Jucen von dannen
muesstind,m

There 1s no reason te think thet the sermcns which
grew out of thié impression were any more elevaled Or reason-
able than those of his predecessorsg had been. Judging by che
violent Jewish reaction, they were far more intolerant and
unreasonable, Intclierance was ccmmon in medieval Gerumeany, but
hHflbwaier's brand must have been unique enough to encourage
attacks upon his bodily welfere,

Towsrd the end of 1817, the Regensburg council made
its ap.eal to the government at Innsbruck in the persom of
Prince Johann who was then Administrator of the Hegensburg
bishopric, As wes mentloned earlier, the Jews gained the vic-
tory over this appeal through the patronsge of Maxiwilian, but
Prince Jcohann did succeed in promulgating & wmandate which
threatened any Christlan with excomrunication who was convicted
of charging intere¢st on a loan, In scme degree this was a
mixed blessing, as it left the Jews with a monopoly over the
money lending business., The Christians were now deprived the
slight solace of paying intercest to one of thelr more affiuent
co-religionists,

Hbmailer, however, was not toc be deterred., He pro-
ceeded to interpret this mendate, which in the meantime had
been given Papal backing, in a more favorable fashion, Rising
tc the occasion, he proclaimed to his hearers that, "we have

received & bull from Rome which clearly states that anyone who

50, Egii, Emii, Actensammiung zur Geschichte der
ivicher Heformeation in den Jahren 1019 - 1985, 49il from
Junuery loth, 1526, Druck und Verlag von J, bchabediuvz,
Z#irich, 1879, p. 49,
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a1/
alds & Jew to gather his usurous interest willi be excommunicated,®

Inis was & passive way or tighting the evil and it did not
satisfly wmany people., Again there was vioience, bub thL Jews'
counteracted it by invoking thelr lmperial "safe conuuct®
mendeate,

By 4518 the situation was too serious for ithe imperial
government to ignore any longer, It «as decided that the whole
guestion would be treated thioroughly, and 1in seéret, by the
Helchstag at Augsburg. Here was an opportuniiy whlch HHbmuier
could not ignore. He Journeyed west Lo Augsburg with the com-
mission to defend the clergy and Lo place the city's grievances
before the council, His chéice as spokesuman indicates that he
had the confidence of his collecgues anu & convincing way of
expressing nimself, Once he had presented his case at this
weeting better things could be exyected in the city,

It wes not necessary (o convince the Jews of this fact.
fne manner in which they counteracted this threal testiflies to
their trepidetion, They put every wheel in motlion to ceter
H¥bmaier in his purpose, und had so much infiuence with Maximilian
that e sent his ambassador, Hans von Kamp, Lo Hegensburg., KRaump
stepped before the council and demanded, in the emperor's naume,
that Hbmaier be stripped of his pousition as cathedrai preacher
ana banished from the city, He further forbade the councili to
bring the Jews before 1us courts, and to take puniltive measures
to stop the preaching of anti-semitisu from the pulpits of the
clty., The céuncix repiied Cthat tney couid do noLning a8

Hbmaler was not in the city and the jurisdlction over his status

41, Gemeiner Chronik von Hepensburg, Op. €it., p. 9do,
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as cathedrat pgreacher resided in the hands of Lhe eccleslastlicad
authorities. Kamp retorted thet it was the duty of the council
mempbers Lo vbey the emperor's decree, ©Since Lhey controlled The
keys of the city, they were obliged tu close Lhe gates to
Hbmaler. Kamy then delivered the euwperor's dewanda for Hlbmaler's
expuision to the cathedral cha,ter.aﬂ/ |

While this was in progress, HYlbmaier tried to piace his
case before the Relchstag at isugsburg. The Jews successfully
blocked his attempts, It is doubtful whetlier he was ever per-
mittea Lo attend the meetings, Hans Schmdller, wno had been
commenaed by the emperor to defend the Jews at Luls meeting‘even
though his personal feelings were Just the op,osite, saw
Hdbmaier on Saturday, St. Jacobsnucht, 18ls, The follouwing
sentences were writlen shortiy after his visit with Hdbmaier,

"Ed wird fthe geben bevor er zu Gnaden

aufgenommen wird, Ich hube ditlelden
mit ihm und kann sus seiner Sache nitg
kommen, Die Juden triumphierten,"99/

Although the Jews won & uecisive victory at Augsburg,
they declded that some auciticnal insurarice woney woudu be well
spent, With this in wind tney ulsputched a delegation Ao
Bbmaier in Augsburg with an offer of 1i£,000 gudden if he woudd
ceuse and desist in bhis anti-semitic preaching., Scheurd gives
us this report.

"Darzu het Doctor Belthaser eln Theologus

so neftig si gepredigt, dass sie aufl be-
Wwugsten Heichstag 2u Augsburg mit 1,000

Gulden Gepotsbrief anbringen musten, im
dus predigten niederzulegen,"o4%

b+ Loserth, J,.Dr, Balthasar HYbmaier, p. 20.
3&. 1bid.
4. Scheurl, op. cit., p. léd.
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This was the wrong approach and served only tc stimulate
Hbmaler (o more effective action, The pogulace used the
£ atlemptea brib&ry as the subject of a song which made toe
roundas of ale houses and street corners all over southern
Germany. One verse reads like this:

"pDie Juden theten sich stark roeren
12,000 Gulden drauf verseren,"

I'ne Augsburg meeting very nearly established & speclal
magistrate at Hegensburg to deal with ¢ivil suics against the
Jews, The office was offered to Herr von Sturmfeider, but he
refused it, The Jewish position woudd have been sirengthened
had he accepted.

Imsediately fo:lowing Rawmp's presentation of the
euyeror's mandate, the city councili appealed to the Reichs-
Kammergericht to perwmit HUbmaler to return to the city. With
the invaluable assistunce of Cardinal von Gurk, this per-
misslion was granted; tc be sure, it was not without the ex-~
tracted promise that in the future Hibwaier would devote him-
self to greater moderatiocn, The city couneil members wel-
comed him back with & celebration and urged him not to lay
aside the Jewish question, 1Tlhey pledged their complete con-
fidence, gave The assurance thatl they held him guiltiess on
alli counts, and promised to teke the metter before the emperor,
Ioey were sup.orted by the siuowed Princess kunigund von
Baliern whose gowdwill Hibmaler haa won.ou/

As 1dle drew to a close anu the new year began, the

sllence which precedes the storm setilied over Hegensburg.

*Frog Holl'schen Sammlung, cited also by Loserth,

e % f%ia.

Qp._C
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Maximilian was gravely ill und not expected to survive, in
interregnum was Lo be estabiished and with that the downlalld.
of the Jews was sure to come, Nothiing had been dene in a
;iffﬁai.sensc, but atlready the division of the spolils was be-
ing debated. Come what might, the Jewish structure was coming
down, but to whom would the proceeds go; to the c¢ily or to lhe
Austriaen State? The guesticn was resclived by Uhe age oid
axiom -~ "first come, first se¢rved." The Christian popuiation

poised itseif arocund the Ghetto and awaited the inevituble.

Ihe long anticipated death of Maximilian, and the cone
fusion it caused geuied the fate of the Regensburg Jews,
Insediately after Lhe news was-given out the final act in the
long drema of Jewish persecution began, HRiotling broke out,
Demonstrations were organized wround the Ghetio, in Lhe market
place and in front of the Hathaus. ¥From every pulpit cuume the
encouragement for action, and Hfbmaler spoke the iloudest, By
the mliddle of February, 1819, the counceil hed drawn up charges
ageinst the Jews, These were announced to the jeople and
pregented to the ecclesiastical cuthorities for eadorsewment,
The bleme for the decline and impoverighment of the cily was
placed upon the Jews.

"dase Ger Verfall und die,g?rarmung der Stadt
das Werk der Juden sei,n®

fhe proclamation was sent to lnnsbruck and soun became public

&6, Loserth, J.,op. cit., p. &l, 81ls0 quoted by
;Ckleur.L, C.’ 2&.;. C’_i_b., }-'p. lﬂ4-5.
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in Linz and Heldelberg, A general cry went up for the expul-
sion of all Jews from Austrian territory, The Habsburgs dic
not share this general enthusiasm and hastened Dr, Zasius to
Innsbruck to represent them, He was too late to stop the uni-
versal judgument, February kclst, saw crowds outside the Rathaus
al Regensburg claiming that during the last forty years the
Jews had extorted 152,000 gulden, Pence for pence redress was
gdemanded, On the same day an announcement was read in the
Ghetto. It advised that the Jews could no longer depend on
the emperor's iantervention and that ail Jews had to leave the
city within five days. They could take with them any posses-
sions which could be carried in their hands, but cother welghty
or bulky property was to be left in the care of someone else,
What to do with the synagogue was a question which could not
be unanimously decided by the city fathers, They brought the
matter to hlbmaier, He suggested that it be destroyed, and a
chapel dedicated to Mary be erected in its place.

"Da warind etiich in irem Rat, die woiltind

die S8inagog schlissen; etlich warind dar-

wider; nun schichtind si nsch im (H@#bmaier),

fragtind in ouch rets, Da rilete er inen,

dass sl die Sinagog nit schlissend, sonder

ein Kepell darus machtind in der ere unserer

lieben Frowen; und damit sie wideruwb geeret

warde, so sollte man es 'zuo der schonen Maria!

namen; dann die Juden hettind's vor entuneret;

und wann dann die Juden hortind, dass man's

also gnampt hette, wurdent villicht si und

der adel sich _der sach desterminder annemen

und beladen/" o7
The destruction of the synagogue was to begin two hours atlter
the reading of the announcement,

The Jews had been expecting the end, but they did not

7. Egli, op. eit., #8911, p. 429,



meet it with a stoical attitude, 1t was with great gnashing

of teeth that a procession was organized to transfer the secrolls,
sacred articles of wership and other important documents to a
safer place, To the accompaniment of the Songs of Sg;row the
precession made its way to the howe of Rabbi Samuei.éU/

Bome of the Jews hoped to tear down the bullding with
their own hands rather thaen have the Gentiles defile the struc-
ture with theirs, but this hope was short-lived. No sooner had
the building been cleared than the Christiun workmen appeared
on the spire and began tearing it down., The demolition was
pursued with such reckless sbendon that a workman named Jakob
Kern was burlied beneath a wall, His friends bore him away for
dead amid the Jjeering of the Jews, butl the next morning he was
back on the job., He said that as he fell he called on Pdie ’
schéne Maria®™ at which she took him in her arms and saved hig?/
This was the first of a flood of mirzcles to be recorded at
this spot,

As soon as the Jews were out of the way, the Christians
came by the thousanas to ald in the destruction., The bishop
arrived followed by the higher clergy, and with his own hands
began to clean away the tainted debris. The wealthier women
of the city worked next to their wald servants and the men,

Not having worked off enough hatred, the mobs proceeded to the

Jewish cemetery., After tearing down the gate, they laid waste

. to the area, The Widmenn chronicle reports that 5,000 grave

stones were uprooted and carried into the city for building

maeterial,

38, Loserth, op. ¢it., p. 22.
39, Ostrofrancus, op. cit., p. &5,
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"In diesen Tagen warf uen der Juden Grab-

steine um, flhrte sie in die Stadt zum

ﬁgﬁ;gsi.gisﬁn ihrer tber 5,000, hfibsch
Kany of these were used in the building of the new chapel,
After all had been done to deface the cemelery, the women of
Regensburg erecPed & cross in the middle of it to comumemorate
the great day.éé}

While the destruction of the synagogue progressed in &
more orderly fashion, the mob began a systematic looting of the
Jewish homes, They uncovered some remarkable things, Secret
rooms and passages were discovered under the synagogue., A
large stone, covered with what appeared to be bioovd stains, was
found in one of the rooms, This was ail the evidence they
needed to vindicate the "Ritualmord Prozess." They found sub-
terranean fire places which suggested alchemy and the smelting
» down of stolen objects, They discovered a labyrinthiéﬁLseries
of passageways connecting all parts of the Ghetio and pro-
viding ciandestine access to the outside, This explained why
it was so difficuit to locate stolen goods, With their loot-
ing completed, the mob returned Eo assist in the final stages
of the synagoguets destruction.Q‘/

It was & mark of particular spirituality to take a
vigorous part. Farmers brought their wegoms from mwiles around
to carry away the useless rubble., Young girls put on their
festive clothing and paraded with lamps in thelr hands, signi-

fying the wise virginsg of Matthew's Gospel, After a few days

40, Widmann, Leonhard, Chronik von Hegensburg a. a. 19519,
in Chroniken der deutschen Stadte, Band X1Il, Lelpzig, ib'
P. 3.

41, Grau, op. git., p. 158, 42, lbid,
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the synagogue had completely vanished, While final plans were
drawn for the new chapel, "zur schénen Maria," an altar weas
consecrated in & rude shed and masses read continually day and
nlgh»t *

On Merch x5th, 15i9, the permanent altar was conse-
crated by Archbishop Peter Krafft while the builders were
stilil completing their work., After the ceiebration of the
Eucharist, Hibmaier preached the first sermon in the chapel,
In honor of his purt in the exyulsiocn he was named as Lhe first
chaplain of the new chapel, Again Widmann records the detaliss

"An heut, den 25, Marcl ist der altar in

der hilzen capellen gewelht worden,

durch herrn Peter krafit, welhpischofen,

got zu lob das erst gbtlich ambt gehalten
worden, Item es geiiel gross guet dazu;

und nach tisch hat Doctor Walthasar Hieggﬁier,
thumbprediger aufl dem Plabtz gebpredigt,”

Back to normal once sgain, the Austrian government
required the city to pay reparations to the Jews for the
destruction of the synagogue, cemetery and persocnal property,
but that wus no deterrent to the general and enthusiastic
rejoicing. The citizens summed up thelr feelings with this
verse:

"das ist gar recht, lez seind mir fro
benedicamus Dowmino,"44/

The immediate result of these proceedings was & mass

pllgrimage without counterpart im the history of southern

43, Widmann, op. git., p. &2, Widmenn says that
Hbmsier was given the honor of nawing the new chapel and
gave it the name "zur schinen Meria," Possibly he chose this
because it was the name of his charge in Ingolstadt, "Dem-
selben erber Doctor muest es zu der schenen Maria helzen,"

44, Grau, op. cit., p. 188,



Germany., Pilyrims by the tens of thousends inundated the city,
spilliing into every vecant niche, and kneeling gn masse before
the chapel'to receive the priest's blessing, Constant adora-
tion was in progress within the chapel, A picture of Hary was
hung from one of the pilliliars. The worshippers sang, danced,

« and prostrated themselves in front of it, Miracles by the score
began to be attributed to this picture, Whea ths news circu-
lated to outliying areas new thousands poured into Regensburg,
hundreds having come from Bohemia, Mcravia and the eastern side
of the Rhein.45/

With these pllgrims came gifts of homage aimost beyend
number and description, The general wish was that they be used
to defray the coust of & genuine edifice in honor of "the mouher
of God." The council quickly eacguiesced to this desire and
prudently made itself the Patroen of the church, On Septewmber
gth, 1519, the corner stone was liald on which were inscribed
the names of the Administrator, the Archbishop and Blbmaier,
the first chaplein,

Hibmaier's duties were numerous, but the most important
was the faithful recording and numbering of miracles which were
experienced in the church. His first report to the council .
listed no less than fifty-four miracles within & space of seven
days. This stimulated new pilgrimages and gave rise to a rash

of religious fanaticism, Women with insufficient clothing

45. Straus, Rapheel, Die Judengemeinde Repensburg
gusgehenden M elaiter, Heft 61, (Heideiberger Abhandlungen
Zur mittleren und neuern Geschichtes Carl Winters Universitiits~
buchhandlung, Heldelberg, 1831, p. 92. This author states that
in no other city was the Jewish expulsion accompaniea by so
much outward and miracuious religious manifestation,
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marched through the streets carcvying pitenforks and sceythes and
a dancing menla seemed Lo selze some who guzed too logﬁ-at ihe
karian piacard, DBecause this disgusted Hiibmaler, le sought out
a reason for iw‘frum his friend Wolfgeng Heichard, the city
pliysician, Reiéhard suggested thet 1t was the result of ner-
vous irrit&tion.ib/

fihen one of the citizens of the city asked Luther to
comment on the miraculous happenings, the reformer gave this
iaconic answers

"1t is my ccnsidered opinion that the Devil has

tasen up the resicence of tne dispossessed
Jews and is dolng things in the highly estecmed
name of Mary for his own benefit,"#

During the first six months no fewer than 5,864 masses
were read in the new church, an average of twenty-one each day
of the week, By 1528 the cumulative total had risen to £5,374,
It is estimated that shortly after the dedicetion of the new
bullding, fifty thousand pilgrims were in or near the city,

T#o church functicvnaries, whose sole duty was to number the
pligrims and gather their gifts, were not sufficient to cope
with the deluge. The income ¢f the church for 1520 amounted

to 2,000 gulden, not counting the money placed in the offering

46. Lﬁsel'th, Lie _\__:.Lt_o, e £5,
# Luther, Martin, "Luther an Birgemeister und Rat der
Stadt Hegensburg” in Weimar Ausgabe, futhers Briefe, Bd. 3,
pe ddl-g, #6052, A letter from 1852%, "Ich wolite leichtlich
erweisen, dass der Teufel, nuchdem die Juden vertrieben sind,
sich selbst an ihre Stelle gesetzt hat und durch den hochgelobten
" Namen Maris Zeichen thut und Euch samut anderen betrugt. Auch
1st das ein gewisses Zeichen des Teufels, dass die Leute so
geschwind zulaufen, gleich Unsinnigen wehrend doch der hi, Geist
ein Geist des Rathes ist, der nicht so ungestum fabrt auch nicht
lehret Gesinde, dem Herrn entimugen, sondern CGehorssw halten,
#ir sind nicht so fromm, dess die Meiligen sich so offeantliich
zu uns thun, Das giaubt sicherlich," --
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boxes. The total of £,0U00 gulden was figured on the value of
gold and silver bowls, chalices, candlesticks, dishes, valusble

& :
paintings, Jjewelry and other miscellianeous articles,

Needless to say, HObmaier was carried along on this
wave of religious enthusiasm, Not many months passed, however,
before the tide e¢bbed and he was left on the sand surrounded
by the peculiar regufgitations of this cataclysm, BHad the
triumph over one evil given rise to & greater one? The Z#rich
investigation again reports Hitbmaier's thoughts during this
period,

"ihen Cthe chapel was completed there was an

enormous influx of strange people to whom 1

was asked to presch, This I did, but soon
reslized that there was danger of a serious
abuse, I preached aﬁainst this, anda time

bore out my feer,n<?

Iijustrative of the ubuse Hilbmaier feared is this

hymn in honor of Mary. It indicates the extent to which

* D, Michael Beuther in his Chronicle of 1566, written
at Strassburg says: "Es lieffen M#nner, Weiber, kKincer,
Knechte, Magde, und allerley andere Personen, etwa eynen sehr
welten Weg ungessen und zum theyle mit mencherley rlstunge,
Sichel, Milchk8bel, Hewgabel, Kechen, Beihel und dergleichen
wie es Jergend eynen oder den andern in seiner arbeyte, zu
hause oder zu feld ankommen, und aus seinem geburliche Dienste,
oder von Gott aufferlegtem Beruffe getriben, Ktiiche kame es
bey néichtlicher weile an, dass mannicher kaum eyn Hemd erwlischet,
und seine Wallfahrt zu leisten dahin zoge, Etlich lieffen tag
und nacht ohn eynig reden, und zwar nicht anders, denntalle,
vasinnige oder vom b8gen éeyste besessene Leuthe, und gaben
fir sie konten oder m8chten nit bleiben, Wann nun solech Gesind
zuw Marien-Bilde kam, ubergebe ein jedes nach vermbgen und
gelegenheit, sein Opfer von Golde, Silber, Wachs, oder anderen
Dingen, Da wurden uzehliche vil Messen gehalten, mannicherley
fHrwitziger unbevohlener Gottesdienst erdacht vil Blinde, Lame,
und andere dgl. gebrechliche Leuthe dargebracht, welche dan-
noch zum theyle etwa zu gesundheit widerumb kamen, und froeh-
iich daruon zogen. Ab aber soich wunderlich wesen fr Gottes
oder des Teufels werck zuhalten, mag ein Jeder Christ, nach der
fHegel Gottliches Wortes leichtiich huben zu richien,”

47, Eglii, op. cit,, #911, p. 4£9ff,



Mariolatry went shen given the proper setilng.
"To Her, God Himscif wust obedient be,
And according to Her wiil agree,
Far less iaportant is tae Son
When from the Mother's breast he's hung,
Such is right and concrete reason
A means to prove the true, or treason,
Who Mary's commund loyally obeys, 4
§ill find his way to Heaven one day,"$8/
1519 merged into 1580 awmid general yuletide and New
Year rejolicings, but ominous clouds were gathering again,
Regensburg was not to enjoy its ill-gotten gein without pay-
ing & price, During the spring, a dispute broke oul between
the city council and the eccleslastical authorities over the
guestion of the "Marienkirche" patronsge., The council sought
to keep the exclusive administration of the church and the sub-
stantial income connected thereto., The eccleslastics claimed
that they bhad been collecting funds for such a foundeation long
before the council had thought of the idea, Caught in the
wlddle of this dispute, Hibmaler was forced to take a stand,
although he tried for some time to remain neutral, He ultisate-
iy declided in favor of his professional colleagues and sald

that the chapel had been erected to the glory of the Almighty

48, Schelhorn, Johann Geocrg, "Nachricht von Dr,
Baithasar Bubmlir, einem der ersten und vorsmehmsten Wieder-
b&ufferlschen Lehrer in Deutschland™ in Schelhorn, J. G.
; lastics, I, Ulm, 1748, p, 115,
fhe hymn re¢ads in German:

HGott selbst muss ihr gehorsam sein/

und. thun nech ihrem wiilen sedin:

vie Butter ja vil wmehrer ist/

Ais der Sohn/ wenn er hingt an brust/

Jolches die Vermunit und das Recht

Auswelsen thuen/ warhafft und sch.iecht,

Wer sich Maria thut befehien/

Dem thut der Himmel gar nit fehlien,”
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and not with 2 desizn to the councili's financial increase,*
He suggested that g division of the receipts couid be made, but
neither sice viewed this proposal faversbly., Bibmaier was
placed in an awkward position, This dispute alseo provided an
opportunity for the igniting of grudges agazinst him that had
been smouldering under the surfece,

The Hendicant friers hed long bemczned the fact that
their church, dedicated te 8t, Frhard, was empty. There had
been & mess exodus to Hibmaler, The depletion of their alms
boxes encouraged them to preach against attending Hitbmaier's
chapel, They gave the advice that it waes betler to seek the
home of £t. Erhard because he was there in the fiesh, The
Kendicants probably started the rumor that Hibmaier was a
wagician and thus able to draw the crowds to him, Here was
something'wich popular appesld, Soon it was common knowledge
that HUbnaier was either the victim of demonic possession or
that he had the power to conjure up some poitergeist gifted

. 50/
with an &ppeal to numbers,

Hevertheless, the chapel continued to flourish through-
out 1820 until another enemy showed itself inside the walls of

Regensburg and among the pligrims they sheltered. The piague

49, Mau, ﬂiéheﬂm, "Ba&thh sar Hftbuaier," Digsertation -
Freiburg i. Br., Abhandi ur Mittl, und Neuen Geschicht
#40, Berlin und Leipzig, 1218, p. 9.

50, Schelhorn, op. gcit., p. 1ll4,

"Balthasar Huebmair, Pacisontanum Theclogum, prisum ibi
Sacellanum instituerunt, qui diffematus fuilt homines fascinasse,
ut longis itimeribug quibuscuncue negatlils occupati ex Urbibus,
viliis ac ipsorure, guasl spiritu aliguo rapti veloci cusu
Retisponam currerent, ac¢ praedicatum ligneem aeédicueam, quasi
mentus impotes visitorent," From Wigulei Hund detropoil
Salisburg, Tom, 1, f, 144 edit,, Ratisbon, 1713,




made a pilgrimege to The "iarienkirche" and exhibited its
gregarious nature by carrying sway hundreds of people, There
were still processions in the streets, but those taking ;art
were mute and thelr destination wes an isolated graveyuard,
Crowds no longer gathered cutsice the "Merienkirche®" and the
receipts drasticaily diminished, The Mendicants now criti-
cized the money wasted through the building of the imposing
ealfice,

The accumuiating difficulties with the council and his
ecclesiasticul colieagues couyled with his despalr over the
fiagrant fanaticism and the grudging attitude cof former sup-
porters, wade Hibmalier's pousition uncorfortable toward the end
of 101, I may well be true that Just at this time he began
reading some of Luther's writings and hoped for a chance to
ponder these nea ldeas 1n a quieter atmosphere, Whatever the
final reason was, he wade inguiries and wes offered a betier
benefice at Waldshut, The cleclister of K8nigfeliden had juris-
diction over this Elack Forest parish and accepted Bflbmsier's
applicaticon on the strength of Count Palatinate Johann's recon-
mendation.Sl/

In Novewber or earliy Decewber of i5Z1, Hubmaier left
the red shiela and two silver keys of Regensburg'!s crest be-
hind him and Journeyed westward once sgain to the Black Forest,
The red shield was a symwbol of Regensburg's piety, and the keys

signified its dependence upon the Churech at Rome, '

61, Loserth, op. 2it., p. &9,
52, Walderdorff, Tugo, Graf von, Regensburg in seiner
: £ ipt, Druck und Verlag von Friedrich
Pustet Hesensburg, lew York Cincinnati, 1896, p. 64.
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It is to be regretled that ne official mention is wmede
in the cltly records as to the reuscon for Hibmalerl's departure.
After lie becawe an Ansbaptist many odlous and completely false
charges were made concerning Luls event with an eye to eniarg-
ing his guilit, He did not leave bécuuse he was accused of

58/
preaching heresy, nor wug he ordered out by the council.

In order that he would net leave the city in sore
financial straits, the councii gave him & purge of forty gulden
in gratitude for his gouvd service in the city., In the intro-
duction of Ein kurtze Entschuldigung (pubilished at Nicolsburg
in 1b526) Hubmeaier gives this account of his departures

Phow it was that I lelft Regensburg is known

to the lilliustricus Prince Johann, sdminis-
trator, my espeeiully gracicus Lord, and also
tv counsellior Fuchs of the city boeard and
generad counecili, Wilhelm Wylend, also & mem-
ber of the councili, transyorted me and my
nousehold effects on his barge from Hegensburg
to Ulm. I wazs pot required to pay duty at

any of the boundaries or check points, ncr

to show the pass 1 received from the ﬁegensggrg
councii members whe I hold in high esteem, o9/

Hibmaler, at the age of thirty-slx, was now on the
threshold of an experience so differemt from that ahich he was
leaving benind that he himself did aol reclize even a small

portion of its laplications,

53. LOSEI’th, _22. Cit., 1.). ;’25.

54, Hibmaier, Balthasar, Eip kurtze entsehuldigung,
Christoper Froschauer, Hicolsburg, 1526, Inlroduction.
Appendix #XV, pp. 1l-12,




CHAPIER THREE
THE YXARS OF INDECISION AND THE BEGINNINGS OF REFORM

A. Waldshut 152i-1524:

"l was built by Albrecht, Count of land,

#hose Son, KHudoif, Goa had in hand,

The House of Austria founded he,

which high aloft was swung in radiant prosperity!

Preserved in bounty for all tiwme,

Loyaily have 1 returned in kina,

#ith body, Jife and blood

Dida 1 stem the menacing flood,

Beleagzuered by siuteen thousend Swiss men-at-arms

For seven weeks and & day wilhout the siightest harm,

This was truly my gloriocus fate in

Fourteen hundared and sixty-eight.

Becaugse g0 weld did I guard my trust,

Austria's House so loved, honored and grotected from
thrust

Archduke Sigismund to me permitted.

A red lion wicth white outfitted,

In & blue fieid illuminated

S0 wy crest was thus created,

Ihrough your name, U God, preserving

This noble tribe so richly deserving,m”

#irunglieted from the following verse which 1s carved
on Waldshut's "Cberes Tor.,"

PlLandgraf Albrecht hat mich erbaut/ dessen Sohn
Rudedf/ Gott vertraut/ hat gestiftet das Haus Oesterreich/
welches giorwurding und miidreich sleh geschwungen hoch
empor der Hochst erhalis allzeit im Fior/ fur cdas hab ich
getreu hergeben mit meinem Biut/ mein Leib und lLeben da
Gas benachbart Schwelzerliand woni mwit sechzehn tausen dann
mich sieben Wochen und ein Teg obn peringsten Gewinn belagert
hat und aliies dieses war vollbracht im Jahr vierzehn hundert
sechzig acht/ da Erzherzog Sigismund im Schild zu fulzren uir
vergunnt ein roter Low wit welss verziert im bliauen Feld
iliuminiert weil ich mich hab so treffliich g'wehret Haus
Uesterrelch gliebt und best geehrt U Gott erhalit aurch deinem
Namen diesen =20 hochst giorreichen Stammen/ ¥
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When H#bmsier read this announcement over deldshut's east gate
he probabliy complimented himgelf on hic new charge. In spite
of the lauding verse, however, there was a pericd in Weldshut's
history during which itg loyslty and love of freedow found '
expression in a way displeasing to the Habsburg House, Though
brief, this defection was stormy and accompanied by acts of
open rebellion. 1Its fallure 1g now either forgotten or igncred.
The prodigal did return,lbut father agustris was content nelther
to await his return with paticnce, nor to reward it with
clewency.

Besides an interesting and varied history, #Waldshut
still boasts ﬁdtural beauty not unlike that of neilghboring
Switzerland., It akounds in densely wocded hills and green
valieys of productive farming land,

During the early sixteenth century the Habsburgs
used VNaldshut and its environs as an exclusive hollday and
hunting area, Hudolif von Hebsburg considered the city the
most prominent of his possessions in Breisgau. From & purely
miiitary point of view its location was strategie., A4 glance
al the map in the Notes will confirm that Waldshut, along with
Sgeckingen, Lsufenburg, and Rheinfelden guarded the oniy roads
- over which armies could mareh into the under-belly of the
Upper-Ausvrian territory. Situated direetly on the Rheln, it
was also ip & position to control all river traffic passing be-
tween Konstanz and Basel, In Hitbmaler's day, the Rhein formed
the natural barrier between Austrla ané the Swiss kanton of
Aargau,

The bounaaries of the city &s BHflbmaier knew tnem are

stiil to be seen, The stout wall continues to confine the old



¢ity; the scuthern portion dropping diresetly into the river
from & height of sixty feet, Cne main street bisects the city
from east to west and is bordered by open draine, Within the
old ¢ilty no significant architectural ehanges have been made
in the last five hundred years,

Wnen Hitbmaier entered Waldshut the ecclesiastical
chapter was eomposed of twelve secular priests who were
aivided between the "upper? and the "iowsr" churches, Hibmaier
was ipnstalled as the priest of the former body and aided in
his duties by twe helpers, FEight chapleins worked under his
direction. Konrad Armbruster of Lauferbuvrg filled the office
of priest in the "lower" church and wes also Dean of the
rured chaptars.l/

Waldshutts serenlty and stability did mueh to assusage
Hibmaler's tired body and confused mind, He was now removed
from the Mendicent jealousy and the bickering between council
and cathedral which had been =0 unsettling to his 1ife in
Regensburg. FHe no longer had to tally miracles and sieculate as
to the value of the Mariolatry which grew out of his anti-
semitic preaching., The mlles between the twe cities helped to
mitigate the shame he probably felt and ailowed him a freedom
with no loss of prestige. VWhen one is convinced of & personal
blunder, it is natural to i1lee from the scene forthwith and to
seek an oubscurity among pecple who are unfamiliar with one's
past, Whethﬂr-ﬂﬁhﬁaier adimitted any such sbame or confusion,

#ven to himself, is & speculation. He refers to his new home

1. Bchreiber, Heinrich, "Balthazar Hibmaier, Stifter
der Wiedertdufer auf dem uchwerzwnLae“ in fgschenbuch fdr
hich rthum in Stiddeutschland, p. o5.




as, "my little nesti" so he must have been contented,~/

Ihe course of hig early ministry in the cily sﬁggeubs
that ne was afraid of losing &ll thwt he had galned through
thirty-seven years as & nomen Catholie, He sensed thal some-
thing was amiss in his reiigious convictiong, but the allerna-
tive was tov extreme anu foreign to what he knew and cherlished,
He sought to repair the inroads of decay in a way honored by
time and tradition, 1f the displey, the pageantry and the
forms which agpealed to the senses could be newly activated, a
salvation was possible, He beceme an even grester ceremoniallsc,
fur cul doing his predecessors with innovations in wwrshi; and
gala festivels in honor of Christ's sacred Body. He threw him-
self into his work, giving pasrticular attention tu the care of
the suffering., He feverishiy observed all holy days and preached
at every opportunity, In the summer he blessed the return of
goud weuther from the door of the church, Fabri reports:

"Iinsonderheit hat er es fir gotilich angeshen

dem hochwlirdigen Sacramente neue Ceremonien
aufzurichten, "o
Because of thlis two year dedicetion, he completely won the
hearts ana confidence of the Walidshut citizens., They had an
unrestricted feith in him, but he had no faith in himselrl,
Regardless of how he innovated, supported, bolstered and re-
palred, he realized thet as far as personal satisfaction was

concerned his labors were for nought., He wuas substituting

£. Loserth, Johann, Doctor Baithasar Hlbwaier und die
Anflnge der Jiedertfiufer in Wihren, p. <6.
e Heigerlein, Johannes, Ursach warumb der wiever-

Eaufer Patron unnd erster énfenher Ductor Badthasar hubu&x
zu nien suff den zehnten Wartii Anno 1Oeo verbrennt se

dWien, 1d5zb. ©See Nole A,
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equaily rotten beards for those he threw away. His dedication

to the task was beyonud reproach, but the materlai he had to

work with was not meeting his own high stanuur@. A superficiald
structure of some merit was erected, but its foundation was out
of plumb, His spare time was devoted to the reaaing of Serijture,
particularly the Pauline bocks of Romans ana Corinthisns, a

thing which he had never done before, As his bands bullt, his
wind and heart razed until he reached a state of mind belween
hoge and fear., He saw that the Church was in immediate need of
reform, but how was it to be accomplishea?

In the summer of 15&¥ Hlbmaier was studying the writings
of Luther and keeping his eye on the repid spread of the Lutheran
heresy throughout southern Germany., He shared the new ldeas
with his friend, Johannes Adelpyhus who was a physician and
transdator of medical books at Schaffhausen, Hlbmaler also
ciscussed the heresy with intellectuais in neighboring cities.
His religicus confusiocn forced him to seek guldance and help
from men of his own background, He couldd conficde his doubts
to none of those arocund him as thelr minds had not yet grasped
the enormity of the problem,

At Basel in June of 1bx<, he discussed Purgatory and
part of Jehn's Gospel wich Busch, G.arean and trasmus, Busch
imgressed him as & wan of yrincipie, but he characterized
Erasumus &5 one who "speaks couuragecusliy, but writes fearful.y,"
httbmaier was locking for straight-forward answers ana an "Qpen
Sesawe® to a new realm of thought, This trip convinced him
that he would have to rely cn his own rescurces, No one was
over)x‘anxious to take & stand which might bring about his down-

fail, regaraless of personal conviction, In the course of this
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visit he also ileurned that many priests were murrying secretly.

He regorted the phenomenon to Adelphus on the £3rd of June, idg&..

From Basel he made & pilgrimuge to his gims mater at
Freiburg, but the feturning alumnus failed to recapiture the
carefree Joys of his undergraduate days. Be writes:

"1 have found the city absciutely different in

nature from the claim of its name. It is not

tfree,' but in boundage, and torn apart by

biased partisanships. "
Ihe return triy was lightened by the stimulus of discussion
and debate which HObmaier led in a competent manner, kKany
toplecs were discussed, but the major emphasis was pisced on
Purgatory and the meaning of the Mass, With his return to
Basel, he observed how guickly the convents were ewmptying
and how recedily the ceiibeste vuw was being broken,

He returned Lo Waldshut with a muss of new impressions
and appiied himself wore diligently to his study of the
Sceriptures, Part of a ietter to Adeiphus speaks of this study:

PQuod iam multo tempore nihil dederiu ad te

/ iitterarum, nimial occupationes tum domesticea,

tum eclem literurize Paull ad Corimtho szeripta
nune sudo, absoluta ea guae est ad Romanos "

B. Hibmaier returns to Regensburg, 15£2:

In the late summer of 1iBgZZ the Regensburg council sent
Hibmaier urgent entreaiies to return there and resume his duties,

In the meantime, the aifferences Letween council and bishop had

# This and the following quotation are tuken from
Loserih, oy, eit., p. 7. HObmaler's letier to Adeiphus
way be found in Veesenmeyer, Georg, Vermischte Beytrlige zu
der schwgbischen Eirchen una gelehrten Geschichte, Ulm,
1765, p. 232,
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been settled., The whole guestion of patronage hed been placed
before the Bavarian buke for arbitration. oOGut of the ensuing
discussions it was agreed that the bishoy was to retain the
spiritual jurisdiction over the chapel, the control of beguests
anG tne right of investiture. As Patron, the council was re-
sponsible for the proper adwinistration of thé 1ncome.4/
I'he decision to leave Waldshut was not easily maue, but
Hilbumaier finalily did accept the offer. His new duties began
on Advent Sunday in Novewber of 1522, He was welcomed back by
& crowd of Hegensburg citizens., Hibwaier took up the ceremonial
banner again apd pursued his work with determination, Cn
Lecember 8th, he began to preach expusitory sermons from Luke
and mentioned that he intended to work through the Gospel dur-
ing one preaching year, His love for display nhad not diminished
in the slightest, but he was now coming Lo the conciusi&ﬁ that
an appead hud to be mace to tihe mind and heart as well as to
the eye, He organizea processions witnh this dual purpose in
mwind, A sermon was usually preached somewhere along the way.
it became-as common to see Hibmaier preaching on pubiic thorough-
fares as in his own pulpit. The content of this preaching was
aecidedly evangelical,and no small part of it was devoted tc the
criticism of any preaching which was not Christ-centered, His
Mienuicant brethren felt the verbal whiplash again, Hibmaier
pointed to Mirnberg and claimed that three of that city's
ministers were preaching "Christ® in an unadulteraled wmanner,

Ihere were many in Bavaeria, he sald, who wouid do iikewise but

4., Loserth, op. cit., p. &7, end Schreiber, gvp. git.,
ir" h‘*l 3
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were being restreined by the government,

As the days passed, hie intensifled his New Testament
study, perused the writings of Luther and kept his eye on the
aispersion of the evangelical aspiration throughout Switzerliand,
Concurrently, he evaluated the effectiveness of his preaching
and wendered what the consequences of it might be., He saw that
its powerful content could cause open schism in the city. agsain,
Although the average person would welcome and respond to the
revolutionary conciusions that he was formulating, the councll
and the ecclesiastics gathered around the bishop would prove
formidable in defense of their beliefs, Hibumalier was nol the
kKind of man who could be content only to tell others what was
right, valuable and beautiful, He was compelled to illiustrate
these conclusions with a recitation of what he congidered
wrong, valueless and ugly, While there were no Jewish apclio=-
gists, it was quite safe for him to yresent tirades ageinst
the "wurderers of Christ", but not so now if the objJeet of his
attack was to be the Mothér Church and her contemporary fail-
ings., To criticize the State was safe enough., It had always
been cursed for one thing or another, but a criticism of Lhe
SBtale's religicus policies wes a step not very far removed
from & criticism of the Church itself., As long as he attacked
something which was disiiked by the community in general,
Hbmeier had nothing to fear, If such an attack, however, did
not have the support of the community's prime movers, toe coun-
¢il and the ecclesiastics, the one who voiced iU was in danger
of veing given short shrift, By this time there can be no
question that Hibmaier was inclining toward the ieft, but he

wanted tc be sure that the spot to winilch he wanted to lecp was



63

at leest as firm e&s the one whereon he then stood, Any open
break with the Church was impossible for him to wake in
Hegensburg, Hibmaler probably listed the pros and cons of the
guestion something like this: the laity would felliow where he
led; that had been demonstrzted in 1iBi8, Perhaps wany of his
cathedral colleagues would Jjoin his opposition party., The
council mewmbers wmight even follow him, because they were not
happy with the ecclesiastical hierarchy, no matter what mediat-
ing influence had been exerted to the contrary., DBut two grougs
in Regensburg would have opposed any reforming desires Hibmaler
had, The liendicants woulc have opposed him on general prine-
ciples, They were Jealous of his ability to sway the masses

and would do anything te thwart his purpose no matier how worthy
or justified, 4nd secondly, the bishop end his lumediute circle
of higher clergy woulid trauwple to dust anything that ioohed

like a threat to their comfortable position, The bishop was too
near at hand, daldshut offered a much more favorable location
for reform, There, Hitbmeier himself was the head of the eccles-~
lastical hierarchy, answerable only to the tottering convent of
K8nigsfeliden near Windisch, and to the bishop whose seut was in
honstanz; scme seventy-five miles, or two days strenuous Journey,
removed, Waldshut was also very near Zfrich where the Swiss
reformation weas rapidly gaining headway. His fosition with the
waldshut people was firmly established, and he would be close
enough to Switzerland to draw strength from the movemenl Lhere,

Above all, he was not free to think in Regensburg. Ihere were

# On November <Oth, 15zo, the City of Bern msde it
poussible {or the nuns of the Kbonigsfelaen convent to renounce
their vows and iecave,
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too many odious past assoclations which militated ageinst his
desires for the future, He had not yet made upy his mind as to
which way he would go, but there was no possibility of like -
minded sharing in Regensburg. In Waldshut he could not only
discuss his doubts with others, but also he could observe and
study a reformation in progress,

Consequently, Hibmaier made his decision to leave
Hegensburg for the second time, He left before his probationary
year was completed and returned to Waldshut on 8Sunday, Adarch
ist, 1528, As an indication of their goovdwilil and disappoint-
went at his leaving, the Hegensburg council made him a present
of fifteen gulden, His position was wailing at Waldshut and
the populace welcomed him beck with sincere enthusiesu,

C. Return to waldshut and Contact with the Swiss Refcrmation
I E"i'?i :

Only one menth passed after Hibmaier's return before
he was in close contaci with the Swiss Reformaticn, During
April of 1526, he met with Zwingll in Z#rich and discussed
with him portions of Philipplans and Jawes anu the Sceripvure
passages pertaining especialily to baptism, Reporting this
meeting, Hfibmaier said that Zwingil was opposed to infant
baptism on the grounds that the Scriptures especially state
that children should not be baptized until they have recelved

3/
proper instruction, ©Soon after this meeting Sebastian

5., bin Gespriich-- "habe ich mit dir éZwingli) person-
iich conferiert/ dfe gehrifften vonn dem Tauff/ auf dem
ZUrichgraben/ da hast du wir recht geben/ das man die hinder
nit Tauffen solle/ eh sy im glauben underricht seyent/ es sey
vor zeltten auch also gewesen/ der halb man sy catechumenos
genennt hab/, . . Darbey ist gewesen Sebastian Ruckensperger/
ven 5, Galien/ danzmal Prior zu Sion zu Kiingau/" Apy.endix VIII,
D. 28,
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Ruckensperger, Prior of the Klingau convent, invited Hllbmaler
to be & guest preacher at S5t, Magnus' Church in £t, Gallien,
Hibmaier readily accepted this invitation because a trip to
8t. Gallen would put him in touch with Vadian. The two men
found much in comwon and became good friends, On Bay drd,

the eitizens of 8t,0sllen and St, Leonhard joined forces in &
granc plilgrimage into the mountaine to participate in the papal
remission of sin, The burghers celled on HUbmaier tc preach,
This he did, chocsing the angelic annunciation of Luke's
Gospel as his text, The profound impact of this sermon caused
the people Lo foliow him to his lodgings after the procession,
end to plead for more of the szme, Standing in tye doorway,
Hlbwaier preached again, this time from Galatians?/ His mag-
netism was operative among indlviduals as well as among the
masses, Vadlan said in the summer of 1b5c4¢ that Hibmaier could
return to 5t,Gallen any time he cared to. He wouid be assured
of a friendly welcome,

Returning to Waldshut, the refcrmer way have begun
imnovations in worship on a small scale, but in Zdrich the
Reformation wes Tforging ahead unabated and possibly faster
then Zwingll was wiliing to go, The clergy were warrying by the
score and the convent at Octenbach wes dissolved, Religious
ceremonies wele being conducted in German and the "Chorheéerrn-
stifc" of the Grousswlnster haed been reformed according Lo

Zwingli's ideas, The rumor was spyresding that the lass was no

6,8immler, Johann Jacob, "Reformations Geschlchte der
Stadt 6t, Gadden" in Samml alber und neuer Uraunuen Zur
Beleuchtung der Eirchengeschichte von niimiich de He
Vol, I, Bd. 1, p. 14Bff,
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sacrifice after all aﬁd that the homoring of plctures was
idolatry and forbidden by Scripture, The raclcald wing, led by
Grebel, Vadian's brother-in-iaw, Manz, Dlaurock and Adubli, was
advocating a complete change in religious practice._ bore
peopie were taking up the cry every day. Finally the city
council compelled Zwingll to call another disputation before
the watter went beyona control, This wes hesilatingly done
and the meetings began October «6th, 15<d., The disputution
was organized in a way honored by tradition, having complete
ecclesiastical backing., The subjects to be discussed were:
(1) the weaning of the Mass, and (£) the legitimacy of religious
pictures., ©Several hours before the disputaetion was to begiun,
the Rathaus wes crowded out. Everyone who had a professionaliy
religious calling was in attendance and others who were in-
terested but uninvited, waited in the strec¢t cutside, As it
was, six hundred peopie crowded into the hail., They were so
tightly squeezed together thal there was not rocva enough to
kneel down, Hibmaier mcde the journey from Waldshut to take
part in the disputation, Zwingli opened the meeting with an
invoecsation for God's Grace and Blessing. It was weclded to
give the watlers &t hand & couplete airing. HHbualer's contri-
butions to the discussion may be found in Vedder's book between
pages 58 and €5. There is no need to relterate all of 1t here,
so let it suffice to give the gist of his statements. Defore
spyeaking his mind, B#bmaier commended the city for calliing the
disputation and urged that the Holy Scriptures might Judge
whether imauges were lawful or not. He said:

"The holy Writ 1s the only light which may

aisperse the daerkuess of humen wisdom. The
error in the Mass and in the imeges must be
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made knewn only through the true and clesar

word of Gou, because whatever 1s built upon

thet 1s sound and endurling -- the word of

God cannot be slain." 7/
Evidently, he had nothing more to say in this regsrd during
thie first day, but if he had ilammediately agltaled against
iwmages, his additional words could not have been more cogent,
With these few words Hfibmaier, the strict, ceremonial tradition-
@iisty cast aside the conclusions of former Roman councilis, the
attituves of the papacy, anc & millenium of Howan Catholic
traalition concerned with imeges, pictures and holy relics, For
ail this, he substituted the simple authority of Serijpture and
ciaimed that it hed the first and last word in the matier, One
runs a canger of impertinence by being repetitious, but it can-
not be stressed too strongly that Jjust months prior to this
tiwe HUbmalier was leading worship in a hyper-traditional way.
Aimost overnight he had come to the conclusion that his ministry
had been misdirected and that he now had to bring it in iline
with Scriptural suthority. That he reached this conclusion by
hiwself cannol be cuestioned, During the deliberetiocns of Uhe
second day H#lbmaier suid that the yrevious discussicn clearly
outlawed images as far as the Scriptures were concerned, After

severald others had spoken he again rose and quoted a verse with

7. For a more thorough survey of the second Z#rich
disputation see the eye witness report of ludwig Hetzer which
appears in Salat's Chroeonik (Archiv fHr Schwelzerische Reformations—
geschichte 1, p. ©1) also Heinrich Vil.inger's Reformstions-
geschichte, von Hottinger und Vizeli, Z#irich, p, 126ff, and
Bauz, Ai, Zwingii's Theologie, pp. ox4 - 04l, For HHibmaler's
part see Loserth, op. git.,, pp. 30-31, and Schreiber, op. cit.,
pe. &Tff, A concise summary of the debate may be found in
McNeilli, J. T., The History end Charscter of Caivinisw, Uxford
University Press, New York, 19d4, . &u [f,




& Vview to ending the uiscussion, It aulu, He guoted:

"Cursed be the man that maketh any
graven or molten imege, an abowination
unto the Lord, Deut, g7:15."

It is ironical that the Jews had used the same verse against
the Coristian iuolatrf al hnegensburg.

The third cay's cebate was devoied exclusively tou the
meaning of the Mass, Here feelings ran high and the aebatle
became cheotic, What seemed propitious to one wes pernicicus
to another. 2Zwingli could hardiy Keep order. He was wiiling
to repudiate the Mass as & continuous repeticlon of Christ's
sacrifice, but he suggested thaet it coulu be & continuous
representation of that act, HUbwaler gave five points which
mey be abbreviated as follows:

(i) What is ceiebrated in the Msss is the
remembrance of Christ's decth through
which he offerea himself once and for
all. As a sacrifice the Mass profits
neither the living nor the dead., As 1
cannot believe for another, nelther am
I permitled to celebrate the Mass for
anocher; 1t was institutea by Christ as
a sign in which the Faith ol the be-
liever is confirused,

(2) The body ana blocd are oniy Lokens of
Christ's words. Therefore, the priest
should pgroclaim only the pure word of
God of which these are signs.

() He who deces not proclaeim the word of
God does not celebrate the Mas:s,

(4¢) The Hass should be read in the common
vernacudar, Latin for the Latins, French
for the French, and German for the Germans.
Christ did not speak 'caiichutisch! to his
disciplies, :

(5) He who celebrates the Mass must endeavor
to feed, nct only the spiritual, but also
the physicel hunger of his people, He must
do this by example, S

He concluded this speech by acknowliedging that his interpre-

88

8. 1lbid.
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tatiun of the Sceriptures wight be in error, He would welcome
any iddumination woich those yresent‘couia offer hiw, He onldy
prayed thal such illumination and criticism be given in the
Spirit of Christ.g/

Hiibmaier began to yreacﬁ these ideas from the puldpit
after his return to Waldshut, OSimultaneously, he worked on
pians for a thorough reformation along the lines of that which
he hau observed across the Rhein, He continued to follow
Zwingli's pattern for neariy a year.. The @Walashut people
were quick to grasy the neJ-ideas as their priest worked
through a series of sermons bzsed on Scripture and degigned
Lo appesd Lo the spiritual consciousness of the congregation,
He condoned no viclence, and the beginnings of reform were
carrled out quletly and without disturbance,

Neither the clergy nor the leading éitizens criticized
him for his conduct at Z#rich, but the Upper Aisatian govern-
ment office at Engisheim did not approve and was busy during
Novewber of 15&£d preparing legal action against hiw, The
bone of contention was not Hbmaier's theological position,
but the fact that he presumeg to speak for the entire Biack
Forest,

On Lecewber Sth, the Waldshut council was inforumed
thet Hans lmmer von Gilgenberg, the Governor at Lnsisheim,
an¢ Ulrich von Heabsburg, the Provost of Laufenburg were going

to hoid an investigation et Waldshut during the forenocn of

9. Loserth, op. cit., pp. o0 - 51,
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December ch.lU/Tne government was sofely dispicased and had

prepared three charges against Hibmaier, The council wes
shocked but rellied in time to cover their dismay with a brave
front. The commissioners arrived on time and delivered their
charges.,
"(1) The city was sheltering & coctor who

greached things contrary to the emperor's

pleasure. The emperor demanded that this

man be banished from the city,

(2) HH#bmaier was preaching an original Gosyel
-which was causing a scandal throughout the
surrcunding countryside.
(¢) He had gone to Z#lrich and represented him-

self as an official delegate from the Black

Forest without official sanction and pre-

sumed to speak for the cities of ﬁaldsh& ’

S8ckingen, Leufenburg and Rheinfelden,"+
The council members listened patiently until the commissicners
hed finished, ahd then answered that they knew of no such
person as represented in the indictment, Thelir Doctlor was
theologically sound, as far as they coudd tell, ana he had
adhered to alil the pubiished imperial and eplscopal wandates,
They were confident that the other clergy and Dean Armbruster
wouid confirm that Hibwmaler was only attempting to preach an
unacuiterated Gosped. Such an attempt could not be contrary
to the emperor's pleasure, As far as his participation in the
Zdrich disputation was concerned, the commissioners must have
been wisinformed by HHbmeier's enemies, They askeu why it wouda

noet be a good idea to alilow Hllbmaler to appear in person to

10, "Schultheiss und Rath der Stadt Waddshut an die
Statthaliler Hegenten und Hathe ilw Oberelsass. Dericht Hber die
Thatigheit Imers und Ulrichs von Habsperg wegen cer Auslieferung
Gdes Baithasar Hubmaler Yaldshut, 15:<8, Dec," Tnis report is
printed in Archivs flr Osterreichische Geschichte, Vo.. LAVII,
Fi 55 - 35.

il. Loserth, op. eit., p. &l.
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the charges? . No uoubt he could do it to everyone's satisfaction,

Inmer and Ulrich did not expect such a resolute answer
or welcome the tendered suggestion, HUbmaier, they asserted,
woulid forthwith disclaim his guilit and, as far as they coudd
see, there was no ovne present who could judge whether he was
beretical or not, The dinner bell socunded at this juncture
ana fifteen winutes later HUbmeier had heard the whole story
from two of the councilmen, |

When the afternoon session was convened, the two
councilmen who had seen Hflbmaier, appeared with his hastily
written petition of innocence, The stubborn attitude of the
council, however, more than Hlbmaier's note, compelled the
commissioners to grant the city from ten to fourteen days in
which to ueclue what aclion it was going to take in the matter,
It was to forward its decision t¢ the government,

That same afternocn Hibmaier directea a letier to the
Zirich councii, asking that it send a testimoniai of his
innocence to the Bishop at Konstanz, In Chis letier Hibmaier
first uses the phrase "Irhe Truth camnot be slain," which he
assumed as nis own slogan henceforth, Part of the letler

reaus:

"Darmit aber die recht grundtiich unt8dilich
warheit an die tConnen khume, bitt ich umb
gottes wiilen und durch aas Jjungst gericht,
Ew. Weysheiten wollen mir ein offentiiche
kunstschafft meiner unschuld in schriffte
zuschicken und anzelgen, was massen mich
wit sarten und werkenﬁyey euch ze Zlrich
gehalten habe , , "+%

The ZUrich council gladly complied with his recuest

li-. Ml’ Pg). al;‘ - 34.



92

and wrote immediately to Konstenz, He had sald a few words at
Zdrich, 1t reported, but nothing that could be consirued us
heretical, He was gulltliess of the charges brought against
him and had proyosed nothing more than what was common grist
for such & theological mill%a/

By Decewber 15th, Waldshut had prepared its reply o
the authorities at Insisheim. How thorough or vbjeciive ihe
councili's own investlgation was is not certain, bul one may
assume that ius blas wes pro-Hiibmaier. The councilmen found
no teint of heresy clilinging to hls robes and suggested that
some group which bore & grudge sgainst the clty ana its priest
was behind the injustice, If this reply did not weet with che
government'!s favor, it would be best to semd someone to Walds-
It capable of judging the caliber of HHlbmuier's theodogy. If
this were not possible, they demanced that a puss of sufe con-
duct be granted him for his trip tc Eonstanz., Ten days Jater

the  city forgot this encounter in favor of Christumus joys,

tive Reform 15843

If 1588 were the year of conscientlous sesrching for
httbmuier, 1524 became ihe year of uecision. He renocunced the
celibate vow and married Elsbeth hflgline, the deaughter of &
Heichenau burgher.* The city honored the nupllals with a great

feast January 13th. This and the news from Zilrich caused con-

siderable excitement in Waldshut, After a new dlsputation the

15, The original of this letter is in the ZHrich city
archives,

#  Bee Loscrth, gp. cit. p.44 Loserth's suthority for
this is & ietter from falat to St. Hilarius.
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rellgious affairs of Z8irieh were in the hunds of a supreme
councii, This council had asked Zwingll to preach the Word

of Gud, At the end of April the Kanton of Appenzell was
clamoring for the preaching of the Gospeli., A Carthusian
monastary at Ittingen in Thurgeu was razed., Everywnere people
were resding the Bible,

Hbmaier decived thut it was time for him to declare
himself in print, His first pamphlet entitled, Achtzeln
Sehiugsreden so betreffende eyn gantzg Christiich deben/worsn
es gelegen 1st, was the result.$4/fhis hat been prepared short-

iy after his return from Zdrich, but because of the government's
intervention, Hibmaier thought it wiser to awall a more pro-
pitious moment to publish, The work is addressed to all wmewbers
of his Synod anu calls for a discussion over certain contro-
versial issues. In &lli probabilicty it was circulated privately
among the Waldshut clergy before aypearing for public consump-
tion on June lith., Beczuse it is short and the first exumple
of his reformed thought, a complete translaztion will be offered.
It might be suggested thut the winning of the mindas of men
whose theological dispousitions he knew already, was a secondalry
reason for these articles, Their tone indicates that his pgur-
pose was tc jar thne thought of his colieagues anu to appesli to
the winds of the Waldshut gopulace.
tEighteen Conciusions?

I, Balthasar Frydberger-Doctor and Priest at Waidshut
wish Grace and Peace in Christ Jesus our Lord to alil my Synod
brethren ana chaplains,

Dear &irs and brebhren, According Lo a&n Apostolic
practice, when difficult probiems confront the Faith (It is

14, Appendix #1.
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necessary and fitting) that certain of those who have been
calied to preach the Divine Word shoula gather together in

the Spirit of Christ to examine the Scriptures, in order that,
vhirough the contents of God's word, the Chrisiian sheepy may
be illuminated and guided. In the past, these gatherings

were cailed Synods, but now we refer to them as Chapters or
Fraternals.

Slnce now in these last, dangerous tlmes litile has
been done to counteract the great error and division which has
infiltrated/ our Christian Faith, and also because it is our
duty to nurture the gpiritual, as welil as the physical lives
of our sheep, let us lay asice all rumors and shameful words,
1 beg and admonish you, dear sirs and brethren, through the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, bto cbserve the Sceriptural foun-
dation of these conclusions, end then to bring your questionsg
and comments to the next Chapter meeting at Walashutl, Eere
we will discuss these things in a cordial and fraternal manner,
Will you please bring your Bibles in oraer that we may not be
blinded and confused by human wisdom which has corrupted our
highest thoughts and opinions for so long. 1f you do not own
& Bible, bring your liass books anyway, In this manner we will
be abie to dispense Christian instruction bused on the Holy
Writ, Afterward I invite you all to be my guests at a frater-
nat dinner, I cousd not allow you to return home hungering
and thirsting. Live welil in Christ, our onliy Saviour,

Ei) Faith alone makes us just before God,

<) This faith 1s the knowledge of God's Mercy
which He has shown us through the offering
of his only begotten 8on, Ihereby all super-
ficial Christians who have nothing but an
historical Faith in God are laid low,.

(3) Such a Faith must not go empty but must mani-
fest thanksgiving toward God and all wmanner
of works of brotherly love toward mankind,.
Hereby ali mock ceremonies are pushed aside,
such as candles, palms, and holy water,

(4) Oniy those works which Gou has commanded are
good, and only those which He has forbldden
to us are bad, FHere fall fish, flesh, cowils,
plates, '

(5) The Mass is not & sacrifice, but & rewembrance
of Christ's death, Therefore it may not be
offered as a sacrifice either for the living
or for the dead., Soul lasses, sevenses,
thirtieths and amnuel fescvivais are for
nought,

(6) As often as such a remembrance is held, the
death of the Lord should be preached in the
common vernacular, Herewith &ll mute uasses
fall together in & pile,

(7) Pictures are good for nothing. Conseguentliy,
the money that has been previously spent on
woud and stone shouid be laid to the geoud of
the living and thirscing images of God,



(8)

(11)

(1)
(12)

(14)

(15)
(16)

(17)

(18)

As each individual Christian believes

and is baptiged for himseif, so must each
individual decice through the aid of
Seripture whether his shepherd is adminis-
tering the elements properly.

ks Christ alone died for our sin, and we
are baptized in his nawme only, so also
shall he alone mediate for us in heaven,
Here fzll sll pilgrimages,

It is much betier to interpret one verse
of a psalm to the people in thelr own
ianguage, than to sing five whole psalims
in a strange tongue which is not under-
stocd by the congregation, Here disappear
matins, prime, tlerce, nones, vespers,
compiine and vigils,

All teaching which God himself has not pilanted
is worthless, condemned, «nd should be up-

rooted, This arives Aristotie, the OScholastics,

I'nomas, EScotus, Bonaventure, Ockham and aiso
all teaching which does not come out of the
Word of Goa to the ground,

An hour wilil come, ano is here now, when no
one will be considered a priest who does not
preach the word of God., Here fall the sayers
of eariy masses, suffragists, requiemists, and
the sayers of intercessory prayers.

Ihe members of the congregation are obliged

to provide food and necessary ciothing for the
one who proclaims to them the pure Word of
God. This pushes to the ground alli Courtiers,
pensioners, incorporators, absentees, liars
and dream prattliers,

Those who seek purgatory ware they who have
spent long years bullding a bel.y to worship.
They are like those who seek Moses! grave --
it will never be found,

To forbid yriests to marry, and then to ignore
thelr carnal lewdness, 1ls (o reiease Barabbas
and execute Christ,

To.demand chestity within the power of man is
nothing more than to commend one to fly over
the sea without wings.

#hoever, for the sake of worldly gain, Genies
or says nothing concerning the word of God,
sells God's blessing as Esau sold his birth-
right for a mess of pottage, and will also

be denled by Christ,

Ee who does not earn his bread by the sweat

of his brow is condemned and not worthy of

thie foou he eats, Herewith are condemned all
idle sluggards, wherever they may be found,

"ihe Truth cannot be slsint
154

Quite apart from the sensation caused by this open
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avowal of reformed thought, the theological temper of the
pamphlet is interesting and important to the Hbmeier story.

In truth one may question whether the contents are priwarily
theoclogicali or not, Far more space is devoted To the prac-
tical appliication of the Christian faith than to systematic
theology. A4As more of Hilbmaler's writings ere presented for

our consideration, this will continue te be observed. Hibmaler
never wrote treatises wholly devoted to specific theclogical
topics such as the Atonement, the Person of Christ, 8in, and
the like; but scraps, concerning all tuese, may be gathered
here and there as he drives toward his goasl of making
Christianity precticable and in tune with Serigture. Hibwaier
dealt with doctrine oniy as it apyiled to, or helped to explain
his current idea,

an original theoclogy 1s ecually hard to find., Bkost of
what 1s presented in these gehtzehn Schlussreden may be found
in contemporary writiugs of any of the reforumers -- particularly
in those of Luther, Melanchthcen and Zwingli. This brings us
to the query -- to what extent was HlUbmaier influenced by those
reformers contemporary with him? His first conciusion has a
familliar ring.,

It is true thet Hibmeier never expyressed his indebted-
ness for a reformed idea vo its first advocate, He was not
prepared to be the discipie of anyone else, and, more olten
than not, he pleced himself on a par with those whose ideas he
adopted, He wag & man wilh a reputation of his ovwn, His edu-
cation was as good &8 any at the tiwe, and his prestige as a
preacher, teacher and sdministrator was well establishea, Wore-

over, had he professed open gratitude or indebtedness to Luther,
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Melanchthon and Zwingli, being in the position he was, he would
have given his adversaries one more reason to persecute him,
Conversely, the other reformers never showered an abundance of
praise end admiration on Hlbmaier, Luther had not been com-
pilmentary in his staetements regerding the Regensburg piigrimage
and acltually mentions HUbmaler only once in print, This was in
answer to a later accusation that Luther denied infant baptisi
in one of his esrly works, Sachsse substantiates his claim of
Hibmaier's ingratitude with a remark given in Waldshuti's
Entschuldigung, Thereln lies the assertlion that it is slan-
gerous to intimate that Hbmaier and the other Walushut clergy
were preaching the Lutheran heresy. What foliows this state-
went, however, sheds a rather different iight on the groblem
aud shows that Hibmeier was not anti-lLuther, but rather pro-
Christ.

"In the second place, those who cialm that we

are gullity of Lutheran teaching, sre doing us

a great injustice, We do not know who Luther

is, and we also do not acknowledge his teach-

ing., No doubt he is a human just as we are,

If he indeed speuks or writes the truth, he

does not do it of himself but of Christ le

confess Christ ana daily come to know him

better through his holy word . . . We are not

baptized in luther's name or in the name of

any other man, except Christ, In His name we

bow our knee a&g not in Luther's, 1In His naume

are we saved," /
That Hllbmaier was called "Lutheran," is no evidence that he
followed Luther's thought, "Lutheran" was synonymwous with
"heretic" and often Zwingili was similarly labeled,

In two places HUbmaler expresses a rather velled

admiration for Luther. In one of his writings to the Regensburg
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council he refers to the rapid spread of evangelical Christianity

in southern QGermany and defends it by suggesting that all of

Saxony could not be foocls, Later, in his Ainfeltige Underrickt,

he draws & parallel between Emwaus and Christ, and Friedrich of
ie/

Saxony and Luther.

Hibmaier certainly knew the literature of the lutheran
school whether he was influenced by it or not, He used

Melanchthon's Annotationes in epistolem Psaull ad Romanos et

Corinthios and asked his friend, Adelphius to send all of
Melanchthon's writings to him for study. Of Luther's wriltings
prior to 15&4,he doubtless was familiar with In epistolam Pauil
ad Gelatas M, Lutheri comumentarius 1519, Sermonen von dem
ducher 1519 & 1520, Verklirung D, Martin Luthers etlicher
Artickel in selnem Sermon von dem helligen Messe 1520, De
captivitate Babylonice ecclesise praeludium 1520, Bulla ccense

domini, das ist, die Bulla vom Abendfressen des allerheiligsten
Herrn, des Papstes, verdeutscht durch kartin Luther 1522, von
belder Gestalt de craments zu nehmen 1582, Von weltiicher

it, wie man ihr gehorsam schuldig sel 15£38, and par-
ticularly, Eyn Sermon von dem heiligen, hochwlirdigen Sakrsment
_der Tgufe 1519, uore regarding the latter will be sald in

connection with Hfbmaier's attitude toward baptism,

Returning to Hibmaier's first and second conciusions,
we¢ see that if he does exhibit Lutheran indebtedness, it is
neither fully understood nor correctly stated. Had he been of
one mind with Luther, there would have been no need for the
third conclusion which urges that works of brotherly love

must accompany faith, This wes obvious for Luther under the

16, Appendix #XVI p.b
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correct iﬁterpret&tion of the phrese "justification by faith,®
Hibmaier commandeered the phrase, but not ail of the thought
behind it, W#Whether it was Luther who influenced HUbmaier's
thought at this point is conjecture, He may well have reached
the conclusion by himself. He had studied the New Testament
carefully for five years prior to the publicstion of these
conclusions, Galatisns 2:1€6 could hardly have egceped his
observation, and his special interest in Romans would have
been rewarded with passages such as 5134, 41856, and 5:1€-18,
Luther provided a provocative Cerman phrase which Hbmsier
bent to his own purpose,

All the reformed thinkers during the early years of
the sixteenth century were contributing their ingredient to
the common theological stew, When one reserved & dipper tull
of this concoction as his own, something contributed by each
of the others was bound to apgear in his bowl. Until one man
organized his thoughts into & system, the contributions of
all were the common meat of all, In one of the two areas
where Hlilbmaier was to meke a unigue contribution, to wit,
baptism, the field was wide cpen to speculation, Curiously
enough Luther, Zwinglli, Jud, Oecolampedius, Hlbmaler and others
were in guasi agreement, This will be made clear during the
diseussigglsf Hilbmaier's eple Von dem Christenniichen Tauf der

Gliubigen, and the complementary writings of ﬁhe others., 1t
would be well to keep the eighth conclusion in mind, Whether
or not Hbmaier immedlately realized the impilcations of this
statement is guestionable, but it does indlcate thet the prob-
lem was on his mind long before he had close contact with the

Swiss Anabaptists.
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These fchlussreden are important also because they show
how compietely HUbmaier hed broken with tradition and begun to
affirm the authority of Secripture. Only these works which
God commanded -- in His Word -- are good., Only the veaching
wiiich God has planted is worthwhile, All teaching which does
not emerge from God's Word should be cast aside., A strong
biblicism was to remain the most important characteristic of
his religious thought.

The traditional interpretation of the uass was swept
asive in faver of & ceremonial remembrance., The celebration
of the Supper had to be complemented by presching in the comumon
tongue, Chfist's exclusive mediatorial office is affirmed in
Conclusion nine, end it is combined with a renunciation of
pllgrimasges, This is singular when it 1g remembered that
Hibmaier had ignited the mosgt consuming fervor for pilgrimage
that southern Germany had ever experienced, The most signifi-
cant portions of this pemphiet, however, are those in which
the duties of Christian living and witnessing are emphasized,
The priest must presch with a view to the spiritual, physical
and moral betterment of his congregation (Art, 12). Any ser-
vice or ceremony is condemned which does not have this us its
goal (Art. 3). The people must understand what is being said
in order that their confession of Christ may be meaningful
(Art., 10). The days when worship for the laity was a jassive
conformance to ritual end a vicarious ceremonisl sharing, were
over as far as Hibmaler was concerned, If one wanted to be
calied "Christian” he was obliged to use what talents he had in
Christ's service,

Shortly after this writing was pubiished he put his
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congregation to work,

According to the bishop of Konstanz, Hbmaler did not
honor his promise to feed the bodies of his Synod brethren
after he had fed their 3ouls.i?£s the bishop's report is dated
February 20th, 15Z4, the meeting must huve been held several
weeks before. The other Waldshut ecclesiastics were generally
antagonistic, but none had the knowledge, will power, courage
or inclination to oppose him, Only his two helpers were won
te the new ldeas. The meeting served primarily to slienate
the feelings of Armbruster.and confirm the suspicions of the
others, o such suspicion was shared by the citizens of
Waldshut, Every dasy after the publication of the Articles,
the people drew closer to their preacher while the exciting
tidings continued to arrivc from Zfrich,

In Waldshut as well as in Z8irich, Pentecost Sunday,
1524, was designated as the day for the spreading of the
Gospel, With the consent cf the citizen;? assured, Hibmaier
ignored those who were remaining true to the old religion
and forged ahead with his reform, Two neighboring citiesgs of
Kenzingen and Rheinfelden aliso Joined in casting off their
religicus ties., A considersble number of priests in the out-
iying areas were won to Hlbmeier's church betterment standard.
Among these were Ulrich Wagner of Dogern, Hans Ulrich kfllier

of Stein, Hans Rebmann of Griessen in Kietigau and Valentin

17. "Bericht des Bischofs von Konstanz fiber Hitbmaier.®
Gesandt an Statthalter Regenten voun Cberelsass, von diesen
an den kErzherzog, £0th Feb., 1524, This may be found in the
Statthalterarchiv in Innsbrueck, Pestarchiv Vol, XVIII, p. 55,
Bee Note C,



Fagtmlller of ﬁltstettin.la/

Emotions ran high around H@bmeler again. Men and
women mingled together freely during the worship services and
Joined in supporting thelr pastor sgainst the loud but futlile
objections of Heinrich Guijahr, Junker Gutjabr, the Waldshut
civil prosecutor, raised the only pubiic objection., He was
woefully outnumbered and was obliged Uo beat a hasty retreat,
The yeople vowed to sdopt Hilbmaierts teaching and to protect
him with thelr very blood. Dean Armbruster anc¢ eight chaplains
left the city, making thelr way to Thiengen by way of £,
Biasien., For the second time Hftbmaler had been instrumental
in bringing about & city-wide movement,

The Waldshut reformation was petrerned after that
which Zwingll had so vecently organized in Z#irich, A new
order of worshipy appesered in the churches with German being
spoken throughout, Plctures, images, statues and other deﬁora-
tions, catalogued as idolatrous, were abolished., DBoth elements
were acministered to the communicantis during the Lord's Supper,
but Efibmeier made it plain that the people were eating only
bresd and wine. He discoursged calling upon Mary for inter-
cession and allowed the people to e¢at meat om Friday.

With the Waldshut situation temporarily stablie, it is
now necessary to gather together a few threuds of history which

have been neglected in order that the ssllient facts could be

18. K#lssenberg, Heinrich, "Beschrelbung ettiich
venkwliraciger Sachen, aie sich wlhrend der Giaudbensénderung
hin und her in der Eldgenossenschaft, auch den umgrénzenden
Orcen zugetragen" publilshed in Sehrn, Dened., Geschicihtliche

Dg i un ier Schic sale \nu uer jegiggg bes haffeﬁﬁ o1t




given without confusion,

Concurrent with the new evangeiical aspiration sweep-
ing Germany during the first guarter of the fifteenth century,
was a new social and economic hope, This toc mace its appeal
to the lower classes, particularly to the peasants. As
Hiibmaler's name was linked with the resuiting Peasant Revolt,

a few words should be devoted to it?

The first outbrezak of open hostility against the
ianded aristocracy occcurred during august of 1524, in the Black
Forest neur Std@hlingen, but there had been minor disturbences
in scattered areas eariier in the yeer, On June 28th, Duke
Josef am Berg aus Schwyz painted a very dark picture of the
peasant activily in Thorgau to the Governor of the area, Had
the governor investigated Duke Josef's charges, he wouid have
found them to be grossly éxaggerated and based upon & personal
antagonism against Untervogt Wirth von Stannheim whose popu-
larity Josef envied, #oving ahead, the Governor ordered that.
Pastor Cechsle of burg be selized and incarcerated for his
malicious and inflamatory preasching. During the night of July
i7th, Cechsle was selzed out of his bed, but not before his
cry for help was heard and the alarm sounded, People streamed
Lo hiskﬁid from all slides; distress shots pecled from the walls
of Hohenklingen Cestlie,and & general ganuimonium ensued, DNot ¥
knowing what to do after they had gathered and armed tThem-

selves, the people vented their spleen on the Carthusian

¥ See Schreiber, Heinrich, Der Ltsche Bauerkrieg

& Vois,, erlburg, lbbo, P ey ana ax, Ernest besiort, fﬁe
ide of © f¢ Germgny, Vol, 1I, for an
excelient discussion of Lhe Feasant uprising.
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monastary at Iﬁtingen. Bresaking down the gate, they plundered
and destroyed from_caiiar to garret before burning the monas-
tary to the grounde/Armed bands of peasants began to prowld
the countryside,

Emperor Ferdinend walched wnat wes happening in the
Black Forest with an ever increesing anxiety. The authority
of the Church was being denied by a heretic priest at Walushut,
and the authority of the State was'being denied by groups of
revoluticuary peasants. Both of these threats to Austria's
stabillily bhad arisen in the same general area, Ferdinand con-
cluded that the dual revolis had a coummon scurce, Orgenized
action had to be teken against both immediutely. But if
Ferdinand was organizing, so waré the peasants, They formed
themselves into a fellowship calied the YiIvangeliische Brider-
schaft" and took the footgeur of the German peasant, called
the "bundschuh" as their ewbiem. This rough legging, bound
with leather thongs, symbolized for the peasant his feudalistic
oppression.

In the Black Forest area Hans dluller von Bulgenbach
was the principel peasant leader. He learned the arts of war
in several campaigns against the French, When asked to define
Just what sort of animal this "Bundschuh" was, Bulgenbach
replied, "He usually feeus on roots and herbs, but when uriven

20/
to hunger, may consume priests, bishops anu fat clitizens,®

19, Schreiber, Taschenbuch, p. 51.

£Uy Bax, Ernest Beifurt, fhe Sociasl Sice of the
Reformstion in Germany, Voi, 11, Swan, Sonnenscheln ana Co.,
Loncon, iBY4d - 1908, p. 117,
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Returning to Wsldshut, we notice that & full month be-

fore Hitbmaier's Sc¢hlugsreden were published, the bishop of

Ronstanz sent seven charges against him to the government at

Ensishein,

L

L4

e

Se

S

'?.

These weres

On Sunday April i0th, he cailed himself

'The govd shephera'.

Sald those who presched fabies, untruths,

and dreswms put the Gospel asiue and wur-
dered the souls of Christian people, He

sald such were thieves, robbers, priests

and monks.

Entertulined in his home Caelve or thirteen
accused Lutherans frowm Zirich.

Pays no attention to the statues of his synod,
He went to Zdrich and Cock part in Uhe
iconoclasticism, Threw ocut the Mass, holy
pletures, statues and noly articies and
wanted to tear down the altar in the church,
He hasz becowe Zwingiian in his teaching., He
went Lo clliich &s an unauthorized representa-
tive of the Black Forest and presched at
Waldshut so thut the people destroyed pic-
Cures in the church and tore down the cruci-
fix from the puipit,

Furthermore he told the peopie not to pay 51
tithes, rents and taxes Lo lhe government)r /

Ihe bishop's anger was strengthened by the rapld spread of

heresy in all areas over which he had Jjurisdiction, He used

Hbweaier as

an iliustration of &il the ¢vil currentiy under-

foot in the Black Forest., Iherefore, he attributes many

exgcesses to

by him,

the Walidshut priest which were never committed

Un January k&ng, 1S5<4, another deputation was sent to

Waldashut to

demand that HUbualerts preaching be terminated and

his literature suppressed, OUn February &Vth, the Supreme

Council at Innsbruck prowulgeted this wandate --

", « +8l8 solche, welche wider dlese Handate
die Lutherische 3ecte halten, Ihren Kammer-
procurator handeln lJasseén, Auch mége F, L,

L

21. Loserth, op. eit., p. 39,

e
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den Grafen von Zollern und Ulrich von Hobsperg
befehien lassen, dass sie jene geistlichen
Personen, so die Lutherische Opinion predigen
und das gemeine Volk hiegu verfdhren, als
Aufruher gefapngen nehmen und ihren Ordinarien
ausbefern, '

Barly in April of 1524, the Uberelsass governuent
macde an important decision concerning Waldshut., After review-
ing the evidence of Hans lmmer, Uirich von Habsburg and the
bishop of Konstanz, the government decided that Hidbmaier was
completely "Lutheran“ (meaning heretical) and dangerous to the
spiritual well-being of the city, Unless the city scted prompt-
ly, turning H@bmaicer out and reinstating Gutjahr, Armbruster and
the eight chaplains, strong counter measures would be taken,

#While HUbmaier was dellberating this latest pronocunce-
ment, he receivea another communication from Hegensburg urging
him to take back his old position, His successor had cast
aslae the cowl in favor of the new teaching. Evidently the
Hegensburg officlials were unaware of what was happening in the
Black Forest. Htbmaler answered on the 4th of Aprils

", « JFurthermore, I am scrry to hear that even
today humen wisdom is preached in your city
rather than the pure worda of God; thls strikes
me to the heart because what does not stem from
the living word is dead in the eyes of God. . .
1 must confess that heretofore my eyes have
been blinded by humen wisdom, I confess before
God and wen that I attained the degree of
Doctor and preached several years before you
and other peocpie not knowing the path to eternal
i1ife, Only in the last two years has Chrisc
taken resicence in my scul, Until now 1 have
never been able to preach His Grace with such
conviction., I beg that you will forgive what I
have done (yreviously) because it was done unwit-
tingly. . .Dedicate yourselves to God, trust
Him, build upon His word and He wili never for-
sake you. And if men cail you 'heretic' without

£x. Ibig., p. 40,
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cause, rejoice for great is your reward in

heaven. The 'Sophlistheads! have recently

called us hereties, but unless they can prove

it by Sceripture they had better postpone the
stoning. Thipk for & moment -- Hiiinberg,
ROraling, Augsburg, Uim, Reutliing, Konstanz,

5t, Gailen, Appenzell, Zfrich, Schaffhausen,
Busel, Strassburg, Worms, Speier, lainz and 8/
the whole land of Saxony cannot be total fools.!‘S

Hibmaier's dedication to the reformed cause was now complete.

When the governwment at Ensisheim saw that its warning
was being ignored, an exceptional Diet was called at S#ckingen
for June Z4th, 15i4. Ferdinend himself came from N#rnberg to
Freiburg in order to hold a planning council for the June meet-
ing., An invitation to attend this Diet was extended to the
officials at wWeldshut because of the city'!s forwmer loyadty to
the Habsburg House, Hans Immer von Gilgenbach and Ulrich von
Habsburg carried the invitation to Waldshut and received the

3

city's stout refusal. On June &nd, Ulrich reported this stifft-
necked attitude to Engisheim and accompanied it with an eye
witness account of the terrvorism rampsnt in the city. Here
are a few iines from his regort:

n, . .Iwo hundred people swore to defend their

Doctor tu tne last man, . ,fhey are in abscdute

earnest, . . happily there is not much to worry

about from Z#rich, thney will help with speeches

and letters, . .Immediate action is of the

essence or soun Laufenburg, S&ckinggg and the

Forest will be uncontroiiable. . ."e%/

wWith the failure of their peaceful overtures, the Diet

25, 1bid., p. 41,

¥* Helgerlein, op, cit, Heigerlein regorts that 1t was
the women who prevailed upon e¢lr counciimen husbands to stand
by HUbmaier, When they deecided to do 80, thelir wives ran to
the city bell and rang it for joy.

24, "June ., 10g4" -- Innsbruck Stadt Archiv
Pes tarchiv Vol, XVIII, p. &9, Schreiben von Ulrich von BEabsburg.



108

conciuded that it was futile to send wore umessages demanding
Hibuaier's banishment and the city's return to the faith.'
Punitive measures were required., The Austri.n government

sou.d move sgainst the heretles and stamp Chem out by force

of arms.EbKWaldshut was given until July 4th to avert the peril,
#hile the government wus busy planning its attack, gaining
approval from the lesser nobies, gathering arms and food and
consceripting troops, Waldshut was sending out frenzied pleas
for help in ail directions, BEfbmalcr wrote personal iétters

to Zwingli, Vadian, Oecolampadius and others and alded the

¢ity in its drafting of & petition to Ensisheim, This appeared

under the title,

gemeiner Otsdt Weldshut. The writing begins with the artir-

mation of Waldshut's constant loyalty to Austria and a reference
to the city's defense of its rulers in the 14€8 war sgainst
Switzerland, If there were a stone in the city which did not
bear a genuine Austrian pedigree, the citizens would gladly
scrateh it out with their hands and throw it in the Rbein, even
if it were buried an hundred feet deep, These words foilows

", . we should not be condemned for procliaiming
& new teaching . . .the Jews said even of Christ,
twhat new doctrine is this,' (Bk. 1:27). . .we
kaow from the words of Saint Peter that Christ
demands an open confession of cur Faith, . .
Gracious 'Gou, you kpew that il is not enough to
ery, 'orucify) 'eruciiy.'! One has to prove that
evil has been done, . .fie beg ,uu, gentliewmen, to
peint out our error through your universitics
or learned men -- of course, on the basis of
Seripture, We will giladly accept instruction,
but desist ca.ling us heretics when you do not

%5, Hug's Chronik von Viiilngen, "Uber die Verh#it
nisse in Rheinfilden%, p, 27 or Kapp, Geschichtsbilitter aus

der- Schweiz, Vol, 11, p. od,
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know what you are talking sabout, Send to us
one or two men, well learned in the Bible,

We will receive them gladly., But do not
think that you way convince us with bribes,
fines or punishments, because Faith resides
in the heart and cannot be bound by c¢hains

e« « JOuUr priests are not Hussite or Lutheran--
after all, they received thelr ordination at
Konstanz, and preach only the pure, clear and
unaduliterated word of God., . Our ﬁaith does
not come from priests or monks but from Goa's
word, If, however, you in Freiburg end
Breisgau believe your priests and monks, you
have truly a rotten, deiapidsted Fai*h, We
acknowledge no ancient or other preceptis
except thoze contained in the Bible. If you
know something better, picase show it to us

gg §§lvgt on is not won thxuugh their Faith;
we must believe for ourselives, Personal, not

v;eg;iggg faith sa ves us, Just as we here 1:

Wa t_cannot baptls n
so they cennoi bellieve for us. Cur Falith does
not see the need for any extra ordination save
the preacher, The hurvest is great but few are
the laborers. No men can serve two masters.
Paul writes -- 'He who pleases men is not a ser-
vant of Christ.' Gal, 1:10. We give God thanks
for your admonition,"#

In this tract HHibmaier has considerably narcowed his
interest. In the Schlussreden he wandered uberall hin,"
but here, only two main areas of concern are emphasized; a
faeith based upon perscnal experience, anda the autherity of
the Bible. Not once does he speak of being justified by faith,
and rarely does he use the words to explain his thoughts in
succeeding writings., What he says about receiving ordination
at Konstenz is noteworthy. Hibmaier did not begin his referm
by separating himself frow the Hozan Cnurch, but only from those
Roman practices which had no biblical basis., His original
desire was to reform and not to instigate a new so called,

"True Church" according to his own ideas. In this respect he

#gsee Note B,
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differs greatliy from the churches established by both the Swiss
Anabaptists and the Zwickau Prophets. When finally he did
organize & separate felicwship, his action was due to circuim-
stances, and not tc a burning desire. A definite tone of de-
fiance surrounds this writing, Hflbmaier dares his opponents

te prove him wrong if they can, That this chalienge was not
gccepted indicates that the governwent despaired of changing
his mind.

During the summer of 1524, Waldshut's relations with
Ensisheim rapidly worsened, The government, however, was
finding it difficult to create unanimity among the ncbles, and,
conseguently, its plans to storm Waldshut were deiayed., Never-
theless, the threat created an uneasy atmosphere in the city,
Ultimately Hbmaier came to the conclusion that his presence
aggravated the Hebsburgs more than his religious reforms.
Rather than bring unnecessary bloodshed and sorrow upon his
friends, he resolved to leave the city, His congregaticn was
reluctant to let him go, but seeing his determination, they
gave him a preéent of forty gulden and an armed escort to the
boundaries of Schaffhausen. He left at midnight on September
ist, 1524,

Even in Switzerland Hfibmaier did not feel safe in a
private house, He took asylum in the ruined "Allerheiligen®
convent, Hearing of Hbmzier!s flight, the Diet at Ensisheim
communicated with Schaffhausen and demanded that the heretic
be surrendered, It put every wheel in motion toc make HUbmaier
a universal fugitive, The council at Schaffhausen was offended
by Austrie's presumption and retorted that it knew nothing of

Hilbmaier's supposed misconducet in Waldshut, It will be recalled



111

that Hftbmaier spent a year as Schaffhausen's scheoolmaster in
1507. Having been known perscnally by the civic leaders, his’
cause would not be ignored, 4delphus and other friends also
spoke 1n his behalf, but he was anxious that the couneil essure
him of its protection and spent the first weck of his volun-
tary exile writing petitions, Three were sent in rapid suc-
cession and were lafer published with the title, Ein ernstiiche

26/
ginen ﬁg&ggen Hate ze ﬁcggffgauseg.

These were followed by & fourth which urged the council to act

on the first three,

The first petition states thut he ig in 8chaffhausen
only temporarily, but he fears thet there are those who would
like to imprison him on false charges. He would apyrgciate
it greatly if the council could offer him protaction.é7/

In the second he recussts that his previous communi-
cation be sent to priests in lLucerne, Appenzell, Uri or Baden
with 2 view to arranging a religlous discussion., If he is
proven wrong according to Scripture, he will submit freely to
punishment, but if his adversaries lcse the debate, they must
acknowledge their error. He begs his freedom not because he
fears imprisonment, but because he would like to prepare for
this spiritual battle in an unrestricted manner, Whatever
happens, the divine truth cannot be slain, %even if 1t is
scourged, crowned, crucified and buried, it Wiii rise again on
the third day to rule and triumph in ehernity.“da/

Unfortunately, the council did not move as quickiy as

26 - ﬂypeﬁthiix #I I .
2%, %gida, Plie w=d,
w8 . &ﬁ sy Pl'e O=G,



Biibmeler wished.

In his third petition which is six times as

long, he purposes to explain what the duties of the counclii are

in judging his cese, He prefaces his rewarks with the sixteenth

and seventeenth verses of Deuteronomy 1lg "Judge righteocusly

between every men." Four points folliow which may be summarized

as foliows:

" l . CI“ C

should not be damned before his case

is heard, He Judges rightly who has Gud's
divine law squarely in focus.

2. Divide Jjustice egually between everyone,
Do not be bilased against a man because
he is & stranger.

5. A speeific Judgment must not be swayed
by the disposition of cne's bigner author-

ity.

God's lsw slone must be the criterion,

If any Jjudgment contrary to that is given,
it is man's duty to oppose it,

4, In aifficult problems such as those con-
cerning the soul, it is prescribed that
only Moses shall Jjudge through the words
in bis five books. A teumporal Judge has
no business with the iikes of this, In
this respect the councils of the Church are
best qualified te act,n<9/

He closes the petition with & complaint ggainst adl

the charges luid at his door, He has preached nothing which

is not grounded

in Scripture, but confesses thut he has not

clarified his words adequately. He is human and liable to

error, 1f he has

erred, he wouid appreciate il.umination, He

requests that notning detrimental to the welfare of Waldshut

be done because

of him, If the slanders and injustices are

not withdrawn, he wiil do &ll in his power to bring the matter

30/

before Gou and man,

Hbmaier's hope that his writing would be received

with sympathetic understanaing was short iived, As each day

£9. lbid., pp. O-b.

80, lbid

.y PH- ‘fj"'.l.l;
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passed the faithful Schaffhausen Catholics exerted more pres-
sure upon the council for the reformerts inmprisonment., They
bent every effort ¢o brand him as an anarchist and a heretic,
Hbmaier was compelled to takée his pen (o answer Cthe renewed
charge of heresy., The resultsnt tract was sent to the pub-
lisher during the first week in Cctober of 1ibz4. 1t bears the

o1/
title, Von kelzern unc irrem verbrennern.

Defining who may be classified as & heretic, Hubmaier
lists th.se who oppose, veii or interpret the Holy Scriptures
in & wey not guided by the Holy Splrit?ﬂ/SecondLy, he argues
that te burn heretics is absolutely ageinst the wora of Paul
in I Cor. x_.xgé/ It is God's prerogative to deal with the
chef{ «t the final ingathering. Because God does bring gococd
out of evii, an evil heresy shoula be tolierated., God may very
well be working through it to bring His own ends tc pass., To
subvert God's plan is the greatest heresy. A vital faeith is
built proporﬁionacely to the strength of the evil 1t meets
ana overcome:?/ For these reasons, it is plain to Hibmaier that
a law for the burning cof heretics is demonically 1nsp1red°b/

It is to be regretted that he does not foliow his con-
cept of evil further than this, It wouldd be interesting to
s@e how he reconclies his ldeas about the origin of evil with
his professed belief that it is within the permissive Will of

God, that God works through it to bring sbout good, and that

$1l. Apyendix #III. For & complete translstion see
Vedder, H., C,, Balthaser Rbuaier, the beacer cof the Ansbaptists,
G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 190D, pp. B4-568,

&, Appendix #I1I, ﬁrt. dw$y, Po &a

68. lbid., Arc. v-ib P &

o, dbid., Art, LV-Z0, ppe 2-0,

155. ibzu., Al‘t. ‘.J(J 06, pp. "7:
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it is necessary to the spiritual growth of the Christian
believer, We will return to this problem during the discus-
sion of Hllbmaler's thoughts concerning free wilil,

Centuries pacsged before the kind of religious freedom
mentioned in this tract was granted to all persuasions of
Christiasnity. Hibuaicr's thoughts went far beyond the under-
standing of hi: own ege, and he should be commended for them,
But if his idezl of freedom end toleration were tc be consis-
tent, he had to be willing to extend the same type of tolera-
tion to others, Had the positions been reversed, it is doubt-
ful that he wouid have done this, We see that he did not
tolerate Rome or the extremist reforming persuasions, He
telieved that religious freedom should be granted to those
who "rightly divined the Word of truth," but in his estimation,
there were not many in this group.

Von ketzern und irren verbrennern had 1itile meiiorat-

ing effect in Schaffhausen, His piea for the right of spiritual
self-determination was premature, There was more agitation
ageinst him every day snd his petitions proved ineffectual,
The councii wes vacillating in its pledge of sanctuary, and
new demands for Hilbmaler's arrest had been presented to the
city. With his security threatened again, Hilbmaier elected to
return to Waldshut and meet his enemies amidst what soiace
and encouragement a friendly citizenry could give. Leaving
Schaffhausen Cctober Z8th, he furtively directed himselif
toward Weldshut,

During Htibmaler's absence, (he city did not realize
the return of peace and tranquility. Two inquisitors made

thelr way to Waldshut and held hearings in an attempt to
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sway the religious sentiment, but this was unsuccessful, The
people defended their convicticons and maintained thut the
phrase, "Lutheran Heresy" did not deseribe their pious
Christianity. The inguisitors threatened official punishe-
ment and returned to Ensisheim,

Veit Suter, Ferdinand's secretary, was the person who
did the most to encourage armed action against Waldshut,
Ferdinand was prepared to close the matter after Hﬂbm&iér's
withdrawal to Schaffhausen unless some new indiscretion arose
in the city, but Buter was not so easily satisfied, By subtie
suggestion he menaged to plant further suspicion in the minds
of certain lesser nobles who were annoyed with the Weldshut
nobility for z number of reasons already. Along withlany
spiritual merit to be gained by the destruction of such a
black heresy, there was also the very resl possibility of
material gain, Whether Ferdinand would have condoned a cam-
paign on tals basis 1s conjecture, but when he did declde to
act there was a better reason,

in the Autumn of 15k4, Hans M#iller von Bulgenbach and
twelve hundred peasants entered Walidshut cerrying the Reich's
flag. Un the surface they seecmed to desire a part in the
civic celebration then underway, but their underiying jurpose
was to organize the "Evangelische Bréiderschaft" into an effec-
tive body. Their effectiveness had already been demonstrated
in a sweep through the Black Forest, In April they marched
through Bondorf, Hufingen, Braunlingen, Donaueschingen,
Flirstenberg, Wartenberg, Engen, Ach, and Redoifzell where
Duke Ulrich von Wurtemberg Jjoined the movement, After & brief

encounter with an army ralised against them by the Bwabian League,



116

M#ller led his troops up the Hegau to probect-che isolated
groups in the Black Forest, After passing through Buffingen
he turned toward Walterdingen and Vahrenbach and on the way
burned the castles of Zindelstein and Neufﬁrstanberg; At the
latter, Mfliler impaled the chief bailiff on his pike., The
sagacity of priory abbots along the iine of march was often
the difference between their life and death, Those who wel-
comed the peasants were not harmed, The rich convent of St.
Blasien was not gifted with such a leader. The peassants
piundered and destroyed for six days and nights?b/llxustrabing
the callous nature of this destruction are the words of a
drunken peasant who, breaking into the cabinet where the Host
was stored, stuffed a handful of the wafers into his mouth
and mumbled, "At last 1 have & man-sized portion of the Lord
Gea."é?/ |

While M#iller was working in the Forest, Hans Hamwersteln
and his followers from Roteln, Sausenberg and Badenweller were
moving across the flat lands ageinst Freiburg.

At Walashut, Miller made extensive plans for cthe

"Bundshuh'!s" future, Ail who wanted toc join were reguired to

pay one-half &atzen per week, This money woulid be used to

66, 8Bchreiber, Heinrich, )
Vuis, "Das Breisgau im Bauernkriega Vom Janre 1o25," Freibuxg,
1865~-1866,p, 245, Bchreiber reports that the peasants killed
ail the ofiicials who did not escape, stele P00 catile, drank
all the wine in the cellars, tore out the stoves, removed the
ironwork, maae the lead into buliels, burned the library, tore
all the decoration out of the old and new cathedrals, as well
as lhe chapel, turned over the alitars, stolie the reilics, re-
moved the jewels frow vestments, took down twenty belis, and
smashed 4ll the stained glass,

37. 1bid.
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propagandize and to support & secret courier service., Miller
S -, = Y )
hoped Lo eéncourage all the peusunts o rise siloultaneousdy
ageinst their lords anc to uanify the locezl insurrection into
o8/

& genersl nmcvement under a trained leadersghip,

It is impossible to think that Blitbmuier was unaware
of these cvents. Those who tie him closedy 0 the movement

point to the wording and tone of the Peasant Articles and

find them similar to Waldshutts Entschuldigung und Eiag. 1t
is falriy certain that Hidbmeier had some part in thewm, butl
bis complicity has never been proven beyond doubt, Much has

veen written about the fwelve Articles of the Pessents, but

there 1ls great dlsagreement as to thneir origin, L. Baumsnn

in his,

ZuBlf Artickel, says thut the writing is dependent upon the
*

Memmingen Petition., Guetze asserts just as conllidentliy that

the articles originated in Upper Swabla and that Lhe authors
were Lotzer and Schappeler. Wiiheim Mau uses form criticism

in his comparison of the Ifwelve Artiecles anu varlous writings

of Hlbamaier to prove that the Walashut reformer was the author,
Ihroughout the controversy Mfiller's literary abillties are
generally ignored or negated. To be sure, he was a scldler
and not an author,; but he wes no foul, Hilller was (uite
capable of formulating ideas, even 1f he luacked an ablilly to
express Bhem cieariy, This is where Hibmaier may have lent
his assistence, Hibmaier's consistent sttitude toward magis-

tracy, however, militates ageinst this suggestlion. Aithough

&6, Bchreiber, Ias buch, p. 7<. The originel source
is the Handschriftlicle k cer Stadt Viliingen, founa
in Waichner, C., Geschichie der Stadt Hadolphzelld, Freiburg,
.deb’ Pe @,

# See Mau, W,, Boithosar Htbmaier, D, Hothchiid, Beriin
d9dE, pp. 4060,
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he was ofteh in conflict with the government and prepared to
defend himseif, he neyer was an advocate of hostile action.
His later book, Von dem Schwert, iilustrates his respect tor
the constituted authority, but he did believe that Gou was
the supreme ruler,and that those who ruled on earth should be
guided by the insiglits of Christian virtue, Hfbmaier could
easily have lent his support to the Just side of the cause
while opposing the way in which redress was being sbught.*

- In 1526, he categorlically denied that he had taken part in

the Peasant revolt. In his E

remarks that he never agiiated against taxes or tithes, but
concerned himself exclusively with the spresding of God's
Ievangelicax word.ag/ _
The day Hfibmaier returned from Schaffhausen (Cctober
50th) was prociaimed a holiday. His re-entry was heralded
by roliing drums, shriliing flutes and blaring horns.éoéhe
Jubilation was heightened by the presence of a strong volun-
tary army which had warched to Waldshut's aid from Zarich,
It was a private endeavor and not officially sponsored by the
Zirich council, Bern, Basei, Scﬁaffhausen and Appenzell were
invited to jJoin & defensive sllliance with Waldshut on an
official basis, but only Basel and Schaffhausen responded,
On September 27th, Zirich had corresponded with Ensisbeim to
the effect that the ecity wuuld not look favorably upon & war

in the imwmediate neighborhood, For alili Invenis and purposes,

* See Note D for Bulgenbach's introduction te the
rticies,
o3, Appendix #XV, p. 10.
40, Helgerlein, oy, git., See Hote A.
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the civizens of Zirich were supporting their co-religionists
across the Rhein,

As soon as Hilbmaier was resetiled he tried to organize
anocther disputation., A4s & basis for discussion he prepared
twenty-six conclusions based on Scripture, and directed them
to his old friend Johann Eck who was now recognized as the
greatest apologetic piiler of the old faith, #What a scene it
must nave been as HHUbmaier invited hls fourmer collesgue to a
debate at wWaldshut! Eck's failure to appear may be attributed
to the tense political situation in the Black Forest, The
twenly-six conclusions were published toward the end ol 15z4

in both Latin and CGerman, The former bears the title,

Axicmata and the latter,
The conclusions are important in so far as they show Hlbueier's
close connection with Zwingli ana his thoughts concerning the
proyer basis of theological discussion., The gist of the entire
writing is that no authority except the ﬂl;ve;‘of Seripture?
may legitimately Judge in meatiers of religion%a/ﬁe challenges
Eck to debate with these concluding worusf

"Where now is this wise man? The man learned
in the Scriptures? The dispuler of this world?

41, Eee appendices #IV and V.

4z, 1bid,, Art, 8,"nach dem richischyt der heiligen-
geschriffe,n

# Eck did not answer this challenge untili 153U and then
only indirectly. BHfibmaier appears in articles #a27 (baptism),
#246 (Lord's Supper), #3z5 (purgatory) and #2892 (ellminating of
the altar from the uhurch) of Sub demipni Jhesu et
patrocinio, Articuios 404, partim &d d ayutdtlcnes, ITipsicam,
baden, et Bermen &tllinentes, partim vero ex scriptis pacem
Ecclieslae perturbantium extractos; coram divo Csesare Coroio V,
Rom, Imp. semper Aug., elc, ete, ac proceribus lmperlil, Joanni
Eckius minimus Ecclesiase minister, offert se dispgutaturum ut in
schede latius explicatur, Augustae Vinaellicorum, Die et hora,
consensu Caesaria posterius publicandis. (I.F.) Ingolstaddi
Ampressum 1530,
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Eck? Let the noble Hercules of Ingolstadt
come to us, If I am not misteken, with a
Herculfan infirmity, and held & disputation
in the affairs of the Faith, 1f he comes
now we will praise hiwm,wed/

The following days saw Hfibmeier continuing to encourage
his congregation in its resolve to further the Waldshut
reformation, With the threat of imsinent invesion over their
heads, the citizens were busy building new defenses, clieaning
arms, and standing watches, H#lbmaier tock his fuli share as
a citizen in these asctivities, luying asice his ecciesiastical
inaccessibility and contributing as much labor as he could,
His new apparel which s@%st strongly of that affected by
Zwingil from time to time, was replete with battie ax, armor,
blunderbuss and broadsword, He took his plice u.on the bul-
wark and watch tower and shouted encourzgement to the workers.
Heigerlein reporiss

PEr hat auch ain Hackenpuchssen in seinen Hsus

gehabt, und 2u seinen harcasech ain fewrpuchss,
etwan ain Schliachtschwert, darmit an die thor
gesessen, hat die bolwercﬁ heiffen beratschlagen,
und 2zu dem arbeittenden voleck gsagt; es sey ain
schickung von Gott, das sy ain der arbeit so
gutwilllg seindt,néd

While Waldshut prepared for the worst, Austria con-
tinued to consolidate her position, Emissaries from the
special Diet &t Rheinfelden brought new demands te the city,
but these feil on deaf ears &s had the other demands, Mark-
graf Ernst von Baden und Hochberg tried to arbitrate between
Waldshut end the imperial comuission, but without success,

Similar unsuccessful attempts were made by Laufenburg and

44. Helgerlein, op. eit., see Note A,
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S8ckingen, With the concurrence of the governmenital oflices
at Innsbruck and Stuttgart, the Ensisheim comuisslion had
cleared away many of the cobstacles blocking their active
drive againsf the Forest:. Provisions were being gathered by
the Bishop of Konstanz and Count von Sulz of Klettgau, The
eigiit Roman Catholic regions around the city were ashked to
allow free passege of the army to the Rheln and unrestricted
purchasing wus arranged, Artillery was gathered from Ensisheim,
Freliburg, Breisach, Uthe three Rhelin cities and Stockach.
Troops were drafted in the normal manner.ﬁﬁ/

In answer to Waldshut's renewed appeals for help,
representatives of Z#irich, Basel and Schaffhausen presented
thiemsedves Lo the Diet at Rhelnfelden and suggested that they
wediate the differences between Austiria and Waldshut., The
Diet refused this offer 6& obvious grounds, but noted with
resyect that Lhese powerful cities were on guard,

Hatciers remsined in this state for months without
appreclabie change; Austria rattling the sword menacingly
while sesking support for a unified effort, ana Waldshut
standing firm with its hopes tied to secret allies in the
neighborhocd, and to Z8rich across the river,

With new trouble arising with Prance, the peasant
activity and the threat of Swiss intervention, Austria could
not move rashly, At Che moment Weldshut had too much support,

This stalemate led great numbers to believe thal the

45, Schreiber, Taschenbueh, pp. 76 - 77.
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supplementary help from Zfirich was no longer needed, On
December 4th, 1084, all the Zérich volunceers left for home,
and tensions were relaxed., The relations between Hébmaler
and the Swiss reformers during lo&4 wer¢ close and cordliadld,
but this was not Lo endure. The year 1585 witnessed the
coliapse of mutual esteem between HHbmaler and his Swiss
friends, and the destruction of Waldshut's spiritual aspylra-
tions., The collapse was due tv & difference of opinion

regarding baptism,



CRAPLLR FUUR
THE SrOKESHAN OF ANABAPIISK

(4d snd tne Swigs Radicads:

While Hilbmaier was facing an external threat To his
reformation at Walashut, Zwingli was struggliing against an
equally dangerous internal threat, His conservative partly
urged caution and stabiiity, but his radicei wing agitated
for more drastic reforms, With the disputation oi 105
ushering in & new era, the advocates of complete spirituad
reform sew their hope for an uphinderec evangedlcad Christian-
ity as & distinet possibility. They did not hesitate Lo set
thelr faces in that direction., The dines were clearly drawn
between the Free Church and the National Church; the primitive
Christian Ideal and contemporary cuiture; and the elhic of
Love opposed to that of expeaiency,

Zwingii's redicals viewed the renunciation of Roman
forms and practices as only a step in the right direction,

The introduction of something reviteiizing was far wore impor-
tant than merely discarding Roman forms, Foremost among their
hopes was that the new attitude towmard religion would cul-

minate in the creation of & regenerate, free Church, Such a :?
Church woﬁlﬁ be foundaed upon the public and perscnal confession

of Christ by those wno scught sdmission, This persenal con-
fesslon would provide that resusciteting element wiich sixteenth
century Christenaom necded Lo make Lhe Guspel siive and coum-

peliling.

128
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By 1524, the radicals concluded thut the baptism of
infants could neither fulfiii the membershily requirements of
such a Church, nor be proved Jjustifiabie through the Seriptures.
Consequently, they substitutéd the baptism of regencrate
believers,

Hitherto, Zwingli's relation with this group had been
harmonious, but discord was soon %o appesr., He dic nol deciae
to move against them simply because he was opposed to thelir
baptismal sentiments, bul because they claimed that the Church
founded upon personal confeszion was to be free of naiiunal
interference,

Prior to 15£5, Zwingli hims?lf hau written things which
encouraged his radicals. In 1583 he wrote the following words
against traditional religious ldeas which have no basis in
Seripture.

"Im Euangelio lernet man, das wmenschen lere i
und satzungen zu der saligkelt nllt nfitzend.? /

Regarding the individual faith prereguisite to salvation, he
gave this interpretation of Mk, 16316 also in 1683

"Die erste ist, dass, so wir im gloubend, das
wir s8lig werden, fisrc 16. Welcher glouben wirdt

und getoufft, der wlrt s#ilig, Welicher gloubt

und sicher vertruwt in des glt, das uns gott uss
gnaden ggeben hatt, dass es unser heil syg, das
da ist der sun goites, der wihrt s8lig. Daby
aber, welcher Christum nit fUr sin heyli und
einigen trost hat, der wirt verdampt, Diss ist
ouch mutzlich den menschen se wissen, damit er
sich vor verdamnus hifite."s

1. Zwingii, Ulrich, Die¢ 67 Artickel Zwinglisg, #16
in kgii, Emil, %Zwinglit's Werke," Corpus Beformatorum, Vod,
EXEXVII, Ba. 1, C. A. Schwetschke und Schn, Berliin, i30S,
pe 459,

&, Zwingll, Ulrich, Ausliegung und Griénde der Schiuss-
reden, #15, 1bid., Vol. LXXXIX, Eé. %I, Pe The



In the ssme writing Zwlingli sdmits thet baplismal practice
has altered since the time of the agosties. Originally

instruction was given, and & personal confession of falth

o/
obtained before the candidate waz baptized, He has heurd

that in olden times the catechumen wus asked to give his
name, to confess his faith, and to repdat the Lord's Prayer,
Obviously, no infant could do thiz. The custcm was broken
when ail children of believers were gathered into the Church
on the strength of thelir parents' and godparents' faith,
Be that as it may, Zwingii agrees that the Sacrament is belng
handied much toc casually in sixteenth century burcpe. He
writes regardaing the ancient practices

", . .sunder man hat sy (the chiidren) cffen-

iich mit eipander gelert, als sy zu verstentnus

kusmen sind, dannenhar sy ouch katechumeni
hand gheissen, das ist: die berichten (sind),

das work ues hei¢s. Und gg 5Y uem vesten
b 1 b s

und mit dem

Although Zwingli recognizes this fact, he is not prepared to
discard infant baptism, but to lay more emphasis upon confir-
mation than has been done heretofore.

Luther had encountered a similier Gcifficultly in his
re-~thinking of this question, In Ein Sermen von dem Neuen
Lestement, das ist veon der heil 191lg, he asttempts

to deal with the prokiem of fuith and its relation to the

Sacraments., He is enxious to deny that the laying on of out-
ward formes provides internal spiritual security and siresses

forcefully that the personsl confession, or "Testament," is

3. lbig., "Von der firmung,% p. 122ff,
4- b -3 pt -Lius.



126

more important than the Sacrament, He writes:

"How, even as more depends on the Testament than
on the Sacrament, so also more depends upon the
word than on the sign, for the sign may nol be
appilied iess a person has the word, and there-
fore salvation (is possible) without the sacrament,
but not without the lesteament, PFor this reason

I can have the benefit of what is in the Mass
everyday, if I only heve the Testument (that is
the word and the Christian vow) which I have taken
to heart, and by an effort attempt to widen and
strengthen my inward Faith, Therefore we see

that the mass is the Word and Chrigstian vow, with-
out which the sacrament is dead, Just as a body
without a soul, a bagfe¢ without wine, a pocket
without money . .

IThis was no less the Anabaptist position with the exception
that, as water baptism was commaended by Christ (Mk, 16:16),
it must follow the confession as an outwara sign that the
"Testawent" has been received in the soul.

Luther draws cioser to the problem in another writing

from 1519 entitled, Eyn Sermon von dem heyiigen hochwlirdigen

f

acrament der Taufe, In twenty divisions of the guestion he
presents the three things signified in baptism, to wit: the
sign, the meaning, and the faith, He defines the sign as "an
cutward indication of relezce which sepurates us from all
unbaptized people, through «hich we confess that we are the
people of Christ.as He conceives that baptism means a splrituad
death through sin and a resurrection in God's Grace; "Eyn bad

der newengepurt" according to Titus 3:5 and John 5:5-5, What

is M"drowned" through baptism is mankind's originel guilit, but

5. Luther, Martin, "Ein Sermon von dem Neuen Testament,
das ist von der heliiger Messe, 1519n, Welmar ausgabe, Luther's
lierge, Vol, VI, art., 17, p. 568.

6. wuther, ¥artin, "Eyn Cermon von dem heyiigen noch-
wlrdigen Sacrament der Taute," deimar Ausgabe, lLuther's Werke,
Voi. I, p. 724,
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not man's inherent inciination toward sin, The state oI s2in-
lessness camnot be attalined in this life, but oniy ar'ter the
flesh is "pulverized" and the spirit released to be clothed
in & new body &8 God hes promised.

Luther then attempis to answer the guestion, "How
does buptism help me if 1t does not completely remove sin?"

He does this in the ninth division of his discussion by explain-
ing what paptism means and how man is Joined to God through 1t,
"§hat it is that you affirm through the act, and
the correct understanding of baptism is your
desire to die with sin and be made new at the
Judgment, This done, God takes you, allows you
to be baptized, and breathes His Gruce and Holy
Spiriv into you, You also bind yourselil to the

promise that you wili perpetually attempltl to

Kiil your sin, dedicate yourself Lo The prac-
tice ol good works, and submit to sorrows in

order thu$ God may do what you demand through
baptism,” /

Had this paragraph appeared in one of Grebel's writings
it wouldd not be startliing, but coming from Luther it reguires
some consideration, He is spesuking sbout the personal acts
and desires of the baptismal candidate who seeks to jJoin the
separated reilowshlp of Christians, He does not say thet this
individual's desire "to die with sin and be made new at the
Judgment" can be substituted, nor that bis promises to "kiil
sin®, dedicate himself", and "subwit to sorrow" can be wmade in
his behall by someone else, What & person does for himself 1is
the topic of the passage, How then could he write in this
menner? Is Luther supporting the Anabaptist belief?

It should be rewembered that in 1519, no viclent struggie

was in progress against anti-pedobuptists whose ideas

?. Ibid.’ p. 7:’30.



128

nthreatened" Christendom with the seperation of Church and
State. 'No conteuwporary grouy had seriousiy suggested lhat a
free Cnmurch be builit upon the kind of personas comlessicon
Luther advocates in these werds. He had only one oulward form
of baptism in mind, Cthe traditional forw, but he recognized
the danger of the Roman Sacremental idea., The soul is not
saved by Uhe sprinkiing of water or the saying of words, but
by the taith of an individuel, or, as Lulther terms it, the
"festamant.ﬂ '

In so many words Luther never advocated a re-bapiism
on the basis of personal contession. But, had circumstances [
been ditferent, he might well huve taken thal step, Al least
the meaning of baptism, as he gives it in'ﬁhis writing, is \
closely related Lo the meaning it had for those who practiced "JO/
re-baptisu,

Luther concludes this writing with the third and most
crucial thing connected with baptism. Upon raith alone de-
pends the ultimate success or fallure of the soul in its
Journey toward saivation, It is of first importance that
Christian people have an unshakable faith in God's untailing
covenant through Christ, Luther writes again:

"hplso finden wir, das die touff durch sund

wirt woli vorhindert an yhrem werck, das
ist vorgebung und tédtung der sund, cber
:i;:in ?grig %ez uzfiauben yrs werekg,

This is preclsely the conclusion reached by the

Anabaptists and the reason why they laid such heavy emphasis

upon the re-institution of & baptism preceded by the personal

8. Ibid., p. 743,
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confession of such a feith, They saw in their own liyes that
a faith, substituted for them in infency, did not survive the
rigors of ﬁiﬁe uantil the resyonsibii;ty for it couid be per-
sonally accepted, To be sure, mogt of them had been given
Roman baptism, No feith haed been substituted Ior them, be-
causeé it was not necessary. Tne_aécrameat itselil brought
saivation., Regardiess of what the Reformation's lesders sald
to the contrary, the et of water baptism wes equated with
salvation in the minis of the laity,

" That the parents were ignorant ol their duty, and
conlused sbout the meaning u; baptism, is evident through
later writings of luther, These purpose to instruct parents
in their responsivilities, Das Tauffilichiein auifs new .
zugericntet i526,specifically charges that the baptlismal cere-
mony should not be conducled by drunken or crude priests;
that loose-living people should not be chusen as goedparents;
that the preyers should be sald in Germen and not muwbled,
end that it should be taken seriously and not as a Johe.a/
The opposite side of ﬁhése‘admonitiuns suggests Lhat even
after the ILutheran order had been establiished l'or some yeurs,
the baptism of infants was ncl accempanied on the mental
level of the common people by the same high ldeals of the
leaders, How much lesg wmeaningful and more incomprehensible
was the medieval, Roman Bacrament, surroundced as it was by

myth and saturated with superstition., It was ageinst this

9. luther, Martin, "Das Tauffblichlein auififs neu
zugerichtes 1526," (Introduction), Weimar Ausgabe, Luther's
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that the Ansbaptists fought, Their Roman baptism with its
ritual and foreign langusge meant nothing, Regardless of the
new interpretation of baptism, and the attempis to purify and
elerify the form, the Ansbaptlists felt that infant bupiism
sﬁ§cked too strongly of Rome and an easy way into the Church,
Faith, not form was now the ail iwmportant word, and that faith
had to be Justified by the final authority of Seripture, The
Anabaptist conviction was strengthened not only by their dis-
covery that infant baplism is nowhere cpmmanded in the Rew
Testament, but also by the fact that no-clear caze 1ls recorded
of a person being baptized except a beilever ugon his personal
contession of feith,

Zwingii, wore than Luther was willing to elevate the
Sceriptures to the highest piace of authority, but as his
reformation progressed, he realized that the stresging of \ 7
biblical authority was dangerous to the State-Church idea,

He could have borne regenerate baptism, but & Charch separate
from the State was an innovation too drastic for him to make,
A Cnurch without the State was no Chﬁrch at all, and a Slate

without & Church was egualiy impossible,

Two opposing parties had divided his ranks; one striv-
ing for a free Church, autonomous within 1ts own sphere and
denying the worid's authority in religious matters, and the
other advocating a Church united and subject to the authority
of the State., The former could be entered only by individual
desire; the latter could compel people to enter by threat of
ilaw, Being a patriot, zZeingli allied himself with the latiter
cause,

#ithin the context of a State Church, the view of
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baptism considerabiy asltered, Coupled with 1ts spiritu&L
meaning wes an equally compelling patriotic duty, After the
union of the Zwingiian churchland the kanton of z#rich, the
denial of %;dobaytism-was recognizged ag an act of open rebeld-
lion ageinet the new constitution, Just as the denial of
circumcision would have cornstituted rebellion to the Hebrey
covenant, Simiierly, the Anabajtist refusal to swear, lake
part in armed action against an enemy, comdone the death
penaliy, and act as civil magistrates made the current idea of
& Cnristian State untenable. To make matters worse, these
rormer friends of Zwingll were proposing unheard of things
Just when the Zfrich reformation had reached & critical stage
of development, A glant battle with Home was in progress and
an uneasiness bad divided the sympathies of other kantons,

The Zirich reformation had to be saved at all costs, This
fear of disintegration haunted the major relormers more than
enything eise, II Protestantism were to survive, it had to
display & united front, Schism could notl be tolerated no
matter how Justified the cause of & mimority might be, Zwingii
and Luther had to take the lurger view and win Prolestanilsm's
I'reedom 'rom Rome Torever. An atwosphere of relliglous tolera-
tion wouid have to wait until this was achieved,

The support of governing bodies and infiuential noblies
waes an absolute necessity. To gain such, both Luther and
4wingil used an expedient ethic and compromised their own
beiliefs, Had they not done so, Protestantism might well have
died in its infancy.

During the early part of 15i5, the Anabapiist agitation

was especlally viruldent in the 84, Gallen area. The potential
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for disruption was too strong to be ignored, The St, Gallen
council decided that on Kay l19th Pastor Burgauer and his
assistant, Herr Wetter, would answer the claimsg of the Brethren
in a disputation, Before the meeting adjourned Vaulan asked
permission to read a voluminous charge ageinst the Anabaptist
persuasion, When he finished, ﬁhe Brethren asked for an
extension of Time to prepare thelr rebuttal and were graubed
another month, Hearing of the 8t, Gallien eplsvde, Zuwing.i
nurried to prevare his own condemnation in support of Vadian,

This appeared under the title, Von der Tauie, von dger Wieder-

taufe und von der Kindertsufe and bears the dute May 27th,
10/
1525, In his introduction zZwingii critieizes the condition

of the Gospel in the territory around St. Gallien, Discord
and dissension are rampant and the Anabaptists are at the
bottom of it, They have cried, "Down with symbois," but they
have raised ugy one of their own -- "Baptism,.®

He devotes a great deal of space to the refutation of
Anabaptist ideas, but in so doing he gives a coniused picture
of his own, He admits thet "some time ago® he was led astray
by these heretical sentiments, Il secmed self-evident lhat
the sign cannot secure the faith in an infant who possesses
no capacity for beiief.llﬁow to extricate nimself frow tnis
embarrassing admission is the next problem. He discovers the
deast obstructed road out of the dilemma to be the divorcing

of faith from the outward act of baptism, Foliowing this

course he brings several instances into the discussion which

10, zwingli, Von der Taufe, von der Wiedertzufe und
von der Kindertaufe, op. cit., Vol., XCl, Ba. 1V, p. 168ff.

il, 1bid., P 228,"L0 man aber uas 80 b¢8mplig hatt,etc?
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prove that raith exlisted without baptism. HNicodewmus, the
maiefactor, Joseph of Aramathea and Gemallel provide lliius-
trations,

He deals less grucefully with the meaning of and
qualifications for John's baptism, He cannot deny that John
preached repentance and apprealed to the conscliences of his
hearers before he baptized, But this, he says is no proof
agalnst the zkﬂobaptist praxis, "We do that too., No oune
brings his child for baptisa pgless he (the parent) has re
ceived previous instructiun."Ld/

Anticipating the Anabaplist obJectlion that John bep-
tized ondy thosélnho had heard his preaching themseldves and
Caken it to heart, Zwingli presents the crux ol his argument,
He conceives baptism to be & covenantal mark similer to Hebrew
circumcision, He writes:

"Wyr sind styff bekantlich, das Johannes

erstlich hat gelert und demnach getoufitt,
Das kan eber niemun leugnen, dass darnach
die, so gelert sind, ouch ire ungelerte kind

habend lassen tourgfn, das ist: mit dem toufi
ot verzeichnen, "+

It does not bother Zwingil in the least that ﬁo Scripture
supports his contention that John baptized infants, or that
parents brought their children to be marked with the new sign,
He reasons that if ali of- the pecple from Jerusalem and the
surrounding area went out to John (Mat , 335-6) then children
mist have been in the crowd, As this line of thought does not
prove very satisfactory, especially when the guestion of

repentant confession 1ls posed, Zwinglli withdraws with Che

iz, iﬁf%., Peo 08,
1. id.
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remark: "aber wir wellien hie gar nit xempflen; denn es bewdrt
den kindertouff nit; so kert es inn ouch nitt umb."l&/

What this "mierk of baptism" or "baptismal sign" 1is,
foliows in due course, 2Zwingll continualily specks of bapiism

as a pflichtzeichen, by which he means a sign of duty, To

what duty is ULhe recipient then obligated? Zwingli answcfs
that the chiid 1s obliged. to betler his moral and spiritual
iif'e and to fellow after the example of Christ, By this he
smust mean that the child is obligea to do these things when
he becomes responsible for hls cown aciions,

The parallel between circumcision; the si_n of God's
cuvenant with Abrsham, and buptism; the sign of God's new
covenant with mankind ctiorough Christ, is now enlarged. Just
a8 the Jews promised, through circumcision, not te leaa Cheir
¢hi.dren to any other god, so the Christian paerent promises,
through baptism, to lead his child to & dependence on God
through Christ, Zwingll cean find very .ittle substantiation
for this thought in the New Testament so he attacks criticism
from a negative point of view, He says, "Nelther doues the
Scripture speak of women perteking of the Supper; there is much
not in the Scriptures which is nonetheless appyroved by God."
The Lruth of thls cen hardly be questioned, butl coming from
Zwing;i who Just « year or sco previousliy hed said, "ahat is nol
grounded in Gua's Word, is gooud for nothing,ﬁ the remark 1is
inconsistent,

Zwingli agrees with Lucher as to the effect baptism

has upon original sin, The gullit of the oid Adam 1s washed

14. Ibi(i-’ He 3090
# See Kgli, op. cit,, Vol, XCI, Bd. IV, p. 197,
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away from the children of believing paerents, but the inclination
towards sin remsains ag an integral part of the fieshs
A Jong section follows which attempts Lo Justify ;;do—
baptism as an spostoiic practice, Among the most frequéntly
used texts are 1 Cor, 1:16, Actis 16:15-30 and I Cor. 7:ig-i4.
f0w;rd the end of the discussion he shows where his
mwelin concern iles; taat the Church is a unlty and must not be
divided by factions, or obtuse opinions,
"For Christ has no more than one Church anu not
wore than one baptism (Eph. 4:5), How then can
it be that one part of the Chureh should be
beptized and the other unbaptized, for are not
alli persons one pgeople and born of one another?nid/
Concluding his remarks, Zwingil summarizes the major
portions of his arguwent under the three titles: of baptisw
in general he writes, "The soul cannot be purified through
outward things, uhefefore, baptism does not serve to wash away

sin, it is much wore a diviﬁe&y ordeined Pflichtzeichen;" ot

é%dobaptism he says, "The children of Christian parents are
sipilariy children of God; for this reason water baplism can-
not be denied them any more than circuwmcision could be denied
the childaren of the Old Testament;" "Re-baptism," he councludes,
"has No example or advice in the New Testumepq and, conseguentiy,
those who practice it crucify Christ again.“ib/

By the 28th of May, Vadian received Zwingliil's writing
and attempted to bring it to the attention of the disputation
at 5t., Gallen, In the course of the meeling the Brethren couw-
plained that they hau cowme to dispute the question on the basis

of the Secriptures and not upon Zwingli's or Vedian's inlerpreta-

15 . Ihlu. 5 e Ulb. leg Iblk“l 3 L ;Jés i‘r'
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tion of the same. A heated argumeﬁt resulted and the Breibliren
waiked out, ©Socn thereafter, legal asction was instituted
against them, driving many out of Bwiss territory and olhers
into prison,

behind the 0bviou3‘reason for Zuingii's writing aga@nst
regenerate baptism lay something wore subtle ang aggravating.
If his confessed purpose were to combat error inside the Swiss
reformation, the implied purpose was tO make his position
absolutely clear to interested people on the cutsiue. He was
Syeéking to an audience for the specilal improvement of his
feliow actor across the Rhein,

Hilbmaier hed not been neglecting his study of baptisu
during this periocd, Zwingli's misgivings that he and the
Waldshut reformer were not of one mind in the matter had been
strengthened by the tone of Balthazar riedbergers zu wald

offentliche erbietung an alie Christgliiubige menschen, which had

left the printing press February 2nd, and certain remarks

Hibzaier made in a letier to Oecolumpadius, dated January i6éth,
After several faise starts and three years'! study, Hbuaier
finally cawe to grips with the problem and decided that é%do-
baptism hed no Scriptural foundation, Writing to Cecoiampadiug
he salid that for the woment, he was resolved to accede to the
wisheg of his weaker wmembers who pleaded for their children's
baptism, This was, however, only a temporary acquiescence, He
wag preparing to instruct his people properly in the guestion
and determined to restore baptism as well as the fupper to
their own original purity. le was working on twenty-two

theses with sixty-four rewmarks which his correspondent would
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soon see.*Téwo weeks later his Offentliche Erblelung was pub-
dished, casusing both consternation and rejoicing in Switzerland,

IThis leaflet was socn followed by Ain Sum ains ganzen christ-
iichen lLebens., The letter is the longer work promised in
Hbmaier's cerresgondence with Cecolampadius, Both of these
enjoyed & wide clrculation and formed an added goad to Zwingli's
literary telents., Zwingli was stung with words like these:

"ihoever wants to prove that one ought to
baptize infants, let him do so in Eerman
with clear and simple Scriptures which re-
iate To baptism and without giossing. On
the other hand, Balthasar Friedberger piedges
himself to prove that infant baptism is a
work bereft of foundation in the Seriptures,
and this he will do in German with the aid
of the Holy Secriptures, Let a Biblie fifty
or & hundred years oid be the judge between
these two propositions, , .nl8

"0 God, pardon what we have done unwitilugly.
The red whore of Babylon has made us drunk
with her chalice fuil of scholasticism and
fables, but shall do so no more tarough our
repentance, Therefore, dear Brethren, . .
establish yourselves upon the Scriptures,
because they are from Christ and give the
right testimony &s to how cone should iive
a Christian life,nl9/

From this time forwerd, Hllbmaier championed The Ana-
baptist ceuse, and became its principas esponent in scuthern
Germany and Switzerland, at least as far as the questiion of

baptism 1s concerned. We heve seen already that he was nol in

17. For Cecoliampadius! letter to Zwingli concerning
this, see Egli, Emil, Corpus Reformstorum, Voi., XCV, Bd. VIII,
P. XY and Staehlin, Ernst, Briefe u, Akten zum Leben Uekolampads J
Lelpzig, 19T, p. 941ff,

18, HUbmalier, bBalthacar, Oifentiicihe Frbietung, for
complete work see Appendix #VII b, p. 7U.

iv, HUbmaler, Ain Sum gins gaenzen christenlichen lebens.
Inis work has been appended as the last chapter of Veon der

Christeniichen Tauf der GH#ubigen. OSee appendix #VII a, p. 62,
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tune with the Anabaptist ideal of pecifism, His pomipg_ff¢ation
to_gggifpracy appalled a large group of true Ansbaptistis,

| Barliy in March the Z#rich counecll ordered the arrest
of all persons who refuseda to show thelr petriolism by submit-
ting thelr chilaren for baptism, By March «0th, Manz, Grebed,
blaurock and their little congregation of twenty-one souls were
thrown into the "Hexenthurm" with these wouods of Zwingll ring-
ing in their ears: "You wiil exlst on bread and water, and o
never agaiin see the light of day until you repent your heresyl"®
#iihelim RBublli, pastor at Wytiken, wus banished from Z@rich and
made his way to Waldashut., Grebel znd Menz, having aifected
thelr escape via & loose shutter and a rope swing, fied rirst

to Schaffhausen and then to Ht, Guilen,

b, Hubmaier accepbs beileversg! Baptism Aprii, ibubs

Ifhe reason ifor RBubli's flight vo waldshut is obvious,
He knew that Hibmaier was inclined towards Anabaptism ana had
great leadership potential, It wouuad be an example fur otlhers
if HUbmaier were to accept re-baytism, R8ubll and Hibuailer
discussed the matter for several days. At first HBlibmaler
hesitated, but only for &« moment, He made his decision and
accepled believerd baptism at HBubii's hands a week before
Kaster, 1050,

Baster Sunday dawned on a scene without paraliel in
the religious history of Europe, Hibmuler baptized lhree

hunered beiievers from a miik pail which had been placed in

* See Egli, Emil, Aktensammlung zur Geschichte
Zlricher Reformation 151 1519 - 1555, #8564, "November lowo",
p. 206,
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the font., The foliowing ﬁun@uy he broke plaln bread and dis-
tributed both elemerts to his .congregation., This innovation in
the Supper was hinted at eariier im the year in Lttdich
beschiuszreden von Doctor Pasltus Fridberger zu dWaltzhut adllien
ghristen von una'richt d' mess. . The German Mess had been held

in Walashut since 1554, but now the lMass, as an oruinance in

memwory of Christ's sacrificial act, was celebrated for tne f{irst
time within the reorganized feliowship, HUbmaler sees tLhe
Supper in this light: Che broxen bread distributed to the
feilowship is a symbolic represencation of Chrisi's broken body,
and the wine likewise symbolic of Christ's shea blood, The par-
taking of the elemenis 1s & ceremony of grateful remembrunce

and nothing wmore; no Grace coumcs through the bread and wine,

Later in Bin Form des Nachtwels Christi, Hbmasler expresses his

dissatisfaction with Luther's Bucharistic doctrine. He be-
lieved that consubstantiztion was mere philosophism, Hilbsaler
was 1in closer sgreement Qith Zwingll, who believed thut Christ
is present for those who ggggumg;éggigygigﬂgggph, but he never
aamits this agreement in so many woras. He was unrelenting in
his attempt to destroy ithe idea that the acguisition of Grace
is dependent upon, or connected with, outward ceremonles and
rhysicel elements,

Hbmaler stlipulates that a preaching service must pre-
cede the Supper and that the communicents must be at peace and
in brotherly accora with one another, The Lorals Supper andg
an ordinery meal are completely different. In the Supper one
proclalms the Lord!s death till He come, Ihe second thing

signified by perticipation in the ordinance is one's wiliingness
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to spread Christ's Gospel t0 those who have not heard 1t.zu/

From this moment on the obligation to serve and
evangelize was stressed with unqualified determination at
wWwaldshut, FEighty more beilevers were baptized by the foliow-
ing Tuescuey evening., In less than a week the regenerate,
free Church at waldshut numbered nearly five hundred people,
This was the largest and most active free Church union in
HEurope,

fThe gauntiet thrown down by Zwingii in his trauct,
Vou Tauf, Binderteuf und Wiedertauf, was soon picked up. On
'JULy 10th, H#bumaicr directed a reqguest to Z#rich that he be

grunted a safe conduct pass to travel there for & debate with
Zwingli. He Just finished reading Zwingli's latest work, and
has been employed "night and morning" since July 7th on a
iittle book of his osn. He has proven in this writing that
infants should not be baptized, His argument contains seventy
pages and bears the titie Yon dem christendiiche fTeul uer

21/
Gi8ubigen., It was completed July lith, ana printed at

Strassburg.

In seven chaplers Hilbmaler seeks to refute %;dobaptism
from every conceivablie angle, and similarly support the bap-
tism of bellevers af'ter repentance and confession, Une need
not read too far tc see thut the fundamental problem is not
baptism, but its reiationship to the Church. Consequencly,
any agreement between Hibmaler and Zwingll ls doomed at tThe

outset, The chasm between the Church as "free" or "naticnai"

2&0. Ahi:endix ,"HVI, e 3.
«l. See appenaix #VI1.
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is toc wide to bridge. Toc be sure, the lssue stiil divides
Christendom,
Hfibwaier introduces hies study with & rebuttal of
Zwingli's introductory accusations against the Anabaptists,
"It is not true," he says, "that we are faction-
igts and in rebel.ion against magistracy. We
pledge ourselves to peace and picus obedience
to our government in ali things which are not
in opposition to God's comwands. The reason
we do not acknowliedge our childhood baptism is
thal it does not mweet the New Testament stipu-
lations, To say that we hold ourseives (o be
sinless after baptism is ridiculous., We con-
tinue to be poor and miserabie sinners after-
ward as well as before, We have foundec our
practice upon the Scriptures and pp} upon the
words of rhetorical theologians,n<~
The first chapter is devoted to the meaning of baptism,
Ihe cutward act is only the public testimony through which the
believer williingly piaces himself among the repentant, It
signifies that personai repentance and coni'ession have gone
before, anda that the soul has been renewed through the work
of the Holy Spirit., The renewing work of Goa is dependent
upon the contrition of the sinner, God gives the desire for
rebirth to whom He willi, making man totaily uependent on His
Grace., Through the confession of sin and guilt, the sinner
is forgiven, washed by Christ's remedial act, and made worthy
in the sight ¢f God., DBenefiting from all this undeserved
biessing, lhe regenerate believer 1s then obliged to confess
Christ before his feliowmen, uand to direct his iite after the
eXamwpie and command of Christ in corder that olhers may be saved.
Une must expect thuat trials will come and be prepared to with-

83/
stand them by putting compiete trust in Ged,

“““j. Ibig L ] H. 3-5. zl’:}. Ibiu. 3 _"\'. b-ﬁ.
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According to the cefinition, it is prerequisite that
preaching or instruction precede the ordinance of baptism, A
person must be led to an asereness of his sin, This was the
-goal of John's presching., The proper understancing of baptism
is threefold: (1) repentance of sin (&) free pardon (5) Goa's
promised helpy in redirecting onets life,

1t is evident that Hibmeicr is no more imuune Lo con-
fusion and inconsistency than were other reformers., He urges
in this section that God alone gives the desire for rebirth
to whom He will, and yet he says that the individual must make
the decision for himself., Htibmaier, however, does not dwell
on predestinatiovn, nor does he return to the question again,
fhe inference is that God can work through a beiiever to touch
anoclher soul which saves both God's omnicompetence and the
evangelical obligation, FEach believer is an ambassador of
Christ., His exampie can be instrumental in extending Christ's
Kingdom,

Hilbmaier tried Lo orgenize a Church containing none
but confessing believers, 1In & very reali sense this Church was
separated from the woric, but nect as an ingrown and exciusive
religious fraternity. He belleved that & Church ygathered around
Christ receives from Him the commigssion to carry His Gospel into
the worid., The world is the work field, und the visiblie Church
is the storehouse of inspiration, fellicwship and encouragement,

Inhis was & Church with an optimistic avtitude towarda
the power of Christian witnessing in the fight for men's souds,

To support his conception of baptism, Hibmaler now
appeals to the authorivy of John, John's method was adways

the samwe., He preached, bajytized, ana showed the way to Christ,
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He was greater than alil the other preachers of the lLaw, because
he not only saw the future expectation, but he reccgnized the
present Christ, He did not preach the Gospel, bul he prepared
the way for it, He baptized those who repentealfheir sin,
This excludes infents who neither know that they are guilty
nor are inclined to repent. Before the resurrection the
disciples baptized in the ssme manner, They baptized the
"repentent” and directed them to the "Physician of Sin."
After the.resurrection Christ gave them the power to forgive
sin through the Holy Epirit and, therefore, the act before
and af'ter Christ's resurrection is not the same.‘&/

That Christ himselif did not baptize, leads Hibmaler
into some confusion, He extricates himself by ignoring the
probiem and answering that Jesus commanded His disciples to
baptize and there the matter shouldd rest, Hibmaler finishes
this section with the advice that John could preach only the
Law, but Christ couid forgive sin, ¥"Gott ftrt durch JPhannem
hynab inn die helli/vnnd durch Chriscum wider &urfher.““S/

The thira chapter reviews such Scripture pussages as
pertain to John'§ baytism anc seeks to fix an invarlable
order of eventssdsil) the Word (2) the hearing of the ¥Word
(&) the re-orientation of life and the awareness of sin (4)
baptism (B) works, "By this series of events,® he writes,
Fyou can judge 1f John baptized babies or only thouse who cen

£7/
fulfill vhese conditions.,” The words, "repent your sin" are

Ibid., p. 15,

a‘.ﬁ. Igia., rlioe J*lé. - b
i 7 3 Acts 19

P
2:7. -&J_’H&lmix vII, 1-4'- lb.

o
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ample proof for Hlbmaier that John couid not have baptized
infants,

Hltbmaier's second attack purposes once and for ail to
prove that the baptisms of John and Christ were not the saume,
Zwingli mesintains thet they were the same, Hilbmaier quotes
Acts-19:1-5.

"Phis passage speaks so clearly of the difference

between John's anu Chnrlist!'s baptisms tLhat no one

can misunderstand, Yet there haes been sc¢ much

Juggling with Holy [heology Jlateldy that 31U has

become an Anaxagorian philosophy. We are asked -

To accept so many new bellef's that one would

think that a new New Testament had been printed,

Then every 'cricket-head' would have one for

himselif; & baptism for a theology, & name for

an lmporled name, and flnally a new Cur}st

sould huve to grow out of a pumpkin]n<d
Foliowing Acts 19, his exeglsis woves along this line: the 8
Ephesians were baptized in repentance of their sin, They
knew nothing of forgiveness or the Holy Spirit., Paul preached
"Christ" and the Ephesians believed. Thereafter, they were
baptized in Christ, This Hilbmaier declares, is the true "re-
baptism," because John's was a true baptism to begin with,
Infant baptism is not a true baptism, because it fails to
foliovw the New Testament pattern, Whsat is called "Wiecertauf®
now, is falsely named,

The fourth chapter is devoted to Christ's charge to
che apostles, Primary Scripuural savice for this section
comes from Mark 1l6:19 and Mat . 28:19, Again the pabtern 1is
repeated: (L) to preach (2) to strive to bring people to belief
(3) to baptize. Evangelization is fundsmwental. He writes,

"The most important Ching is that Christ has sent out his

28, Ibid., p. 22,
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diseiples, Jjust as God sent Him, wit@ the commissien to win
others and forgive sin in His name."gg/Pe09¢e must snow that
Jesus suffered and died for tLheir sin, znd this can only be
done through preaching and inteliigent hearing, Through
preaching man sees his sin., He confesses it and reguests
further instruction so¢ that he may ery to God and beg pardon,
This works faith in him and removes his doubts, Through faith
he is made whole and his sin is forgiven., He gives hiumself to
God, binds himself tc the feilowshipy of the Church, and sub-
wits to baptism as an outward sign of what has hapjpened in

his soul,

It is piain to Hibmaler that two things must precede
the sign: (1) intelligent recognition and (£) a convietion
that one hus & personal Saviour, The "yeg" or "1 do" given
by the candidate t¢ the guestion, "Do you belicve in God the
Father, and in Jesus Christ, und do you believe in the for-
giveness of sin, resurrecticn of the body, and life eternal®
is the decisive thing. Upcon this expression of an inward
falth, the person is forgiven, Baptism follows only as a
public testimony,

The reformer nos hits the substltutionary Myes®" given
in behalf of infants. "First of all," he writes, "one cannot
tell if, in the future & chiid will be able to fulfill the
responsibilivies piaced upon him, It is like setiting out a
promlsing vine at Easter, and expecting it to bear geod fruitv

S0/
in the autumn, regaerdless of frost and heil in the meantime.m

29- Ibiun’ P. F.'?t
OLJ. lbiﬂ., ‘h). bb.
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There is no instance in the New Testament where one was bap-
tized for another's faith or in the faith of a group., Christ
says, "He who believes and is bajptized will be saved.," If his
opronents will szhow him where they receive their authority for
the claim, Hibmaier willi tedl them how Melchizedek's father
was named,

Agalnst the assertion that ;;dobaptism ds a "gign of
beginning® HUbmaier asks what 1s begun through it, Sureldy it
is not the Spirit of God. The child must have that already
since it does not come through outward forms., Helther cen it
be the beginning of faith, because faith proceeds only oul of
the vword which the infant has not heard.

After some relteration of Mat ., ZUj; Mk, 16; Acts &3
and Heb, 5:13, he suggests thut severcl passages in Acts be
given clioser consideration., These are Acts 8, 4, i0sil; 16,
16, 19, <&, the gist being thst he who belleves shou.d be
baptized, He closes this section with the demund that a
visiblie Church must have & visibie sign,

ff¥here there is no water baptisa there is no

Churech, no servants, no brotherly reyrimand,
excommunication or reinstating. Falth alone
is in the heart, but through baptism one
acknowledges ®hat has happened and that he
is resclved to live according to the rule
of Christ., He also acknowledges thati thne
brethren have tgi right to punish, ban and
receive again.,® /

The firth chapter is given over entirely to Scripture
passages., HUbmaler asks his readers to consider tuae foliowing

and to keep in wmind the five-~fold plan he gave in chapter three,

Mat, 16; John 533; Acts ., 6, 5, 1€, i8, 13, 22; 1 Cor, ij; €-10;

él. lbidt’ pu ‘*"i.



I Peter 3; Hebrews 5; Romans 6; Gei. o; Eph., 4; Co.. 2;
Titus o

In the eixth division of his statement Hibmaler intro-
duces and answers three common guestions. (1) Does Scripture
forbid ;kdobaytism? (£) Has the practice been customary since
apostolic times? (3) Whut 1s the fate of unbaptized children?
He enswers the first question in the affirmacive, Although
it is nct forbidden in so meny «urds, it shoulc be oovious
that vaptism is for believers only, He writes:

"For those who h.ve eyes, it should be manifestliy
Ciear thal even though the words 'Lo noi baplize
infants! are not in the Bible, the practice is
stiil in error, Using the same argument 1 can
baptize my dog or my ass, circumcise girls, say
Basses o+ o o bake infants Lo the Supper, bless
palm branches, salt, lard. . . and sell masses,
Neither are these things forbidden, But you
say 'ass baptism is forbiaden, because Christ
sald Lo bajytize people,' Well thatl sulis mej
then it is alil right to baptize Jews and Turks,
fnen you willi say, 'well, of course, I meautl
you should baptize believers,! That is fire --
then why do you baptlze babies?née/

That infant baptism has becn pracilced for many years
aves nut mahe it right in HYbuweier's mwmind, False 1s aaways
false, He then cites certein Romen canons Lo shiow Ghat Lhe

.

Churcin wes not always of one mind in the matier.

32, Ibid., p. 54,

#Hibmaler cites ten cenouns from the Corpus Juris
Canonici, % Vois,, b, Hembolt, Parisg, 15i8, All these are taken
ifrom De Consecra, Distinctio IV,

1. "hNon raetione®™ p, cccexiiiid Col, 1ii
L. UProprien P. eocoxiiiii Coi, 11ii
5. "Ante Baptismuw" p. ccecexaiviii Cod, 1i
4, "Ante Viginti® p, cccexiviii Colke 2ii

O. "Baptisandos" p, cocexaviil Cos, 1ii
¢, "Non Licecat" .., ccceiil Cos, 11
7. "Biquiv (81 qui apud) p. ccexliiii Ceoi, 1iii
v, "latechumenos" ., cceexivi Cod. ii
¥, "VWeneraebiiis" ., cecexiiiii Col. 1i

10, PBaptisandi"™ p, cccexdiiii Coi, 1i ana iii



In answer to the third question HHbmaier places the
fate of unbaptized babies in God's hanas, II God haudled the
mabler according to our righleous deserts, nu one <ou.d be
saved, But He does not do that, snd in like manner He can
make innocent chilidren righteocus end save them, Of this we
cannot be certain, however, because Scripture 1s silient in
the matter, Matthew 19:14 doeés nol wean that chilurco belong
Lo the Kingdom of Heaven. The passuge refers tc the virtue
of humility -~ "Sueh" is the Eingdom of Heaven -- not "gheirgh®
is the KRingaom of Heaven, The faith of parents does not ald
their chilaren, The HNew Testament knows nothing of an wffused"

faith, and the Bacrawment coes not work ex cpere ogerato,

In summztion Hlbmalier outiines once again his baptis-
mal thoughisg

i, The Law convicts one cof sin ana defiutes
the ego.

&, Then Christ appears as the sould's physician,
He aids the sinner and intercedes with the
father.,

ve Man must then confess his faith upenly
through baplism and resocive to better his
iife, 1f he faili, ne must acceyt the dis-
cipliine and punishment of the Chureh.

4, Man promises Lo do these thiugs turough the
strength of God, 8o girded, he is prepared
to fight sin and obiiged to bring forth gooa
Works,

o. Ihrough the Lord's Sup,er the grateful remem-
brance of Christ's sct is rekinuied in the
minds ana hearts of the believing partlicipants,
As Christ has done for us, so must we do for
our neighbors., If we beseech God, He gill
give us the power bto fulflilthis duty.

Hlbmaier succeeded admirabliy, if his purpose was to

cause consternation and gnashing of teebth within Zuingli's

* Von der Ordnung einer Christeniichen frombmachung,
Appenuix VI1 a, pp. 61-77. An abricged outline,
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ranks, This tructate was widely read, esyeciarly in Basel
where Uecolampadius characterized it as "presumpluousy Cgplto
in Strassburg was no less shuken, ana Zwingli's wrath knew no
bounds. Writing to Vadian on COctober lith, he accused Hlibumaler
of gross exegeticad inaccuracy.oaﬁcvertheless, Hiibmaier was
convinced that his standpoint was Justified and proved his
cunfivence by unuertoking & journey to Zfirich for wnother
debate, regurdiess of the tempest brewing ail arcund him., 1In
com;any with thirty companions he geined lLochringen before his
party was attacked by three hundred ¢ vairy anc one hundred
foot soluiers, The secret of Hflbmaicr's depyarture had been
revealed to the Austrian governument, It could not ailow such
an opportunity Lo pass without attemyting this insurgent's
capture, The attack failed and the reformer managed to reach
waldasbut before his pursuers.

This time Zwingil prepared & direct znswer 1o Hvuweler
which appeared Novemwber Sth, with the titlie, Uber Doctor
sahrhafte griindliche Antwort durch

Huldrychen Zwinglin, Unfortunateiy, 1t reveals litiie more

than Zwingli's perscnal bitterness, Fgll says of it, "Infoli-
gedessen ist gie formell nicht die gificklichste, sie encbehrb_m
der Grosszfigigkelt und arbeitetl mit stark persdn.icher :ulemi;?é
Zuwinglii has given slready all he intends to 5;ve respeciling

baptism, He establishes himself u.on the unalterable conclusion

58, Zwingil Brief am Vadian, "Oct., :ith, 1555, op. git.,
Vo. XCV, ba, VIIi, #390, pp. 381-885.
a%. LWIHgli Uuer Doccor baibtharS Touffblichlein, wahr-
nuliche Ant, ) - Zwingliin, Op. Cit.,
Vol, XCI, Bd. IV, pp. B77-68<.

5., Ibid.,.p. B8O,
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that baptism for Christians carries the sume general meaning
as circumcision for the Jews, DBaptism is a cemonstration, a

sign, an initiastion, a pPfiichtzeichen., He thinks oniy in

terms of God's covenant with the Church, ana the Church and
State are inextricably woven together, whether or not chil-
dren have-a gersonal feith is unimportant,

Zwinglli objects to Hlibmaler's differentiation belween
the baptisms of John and Christ. They were identiced, and
John preached no less a Gospel, Zwingli sccuses HHbmaler of
making water baplism necessary to saivation which Hibmaler
never goes. Hidbmwaler conbinually swresses Ialth as lhe decld-
ing f{actor,

Zwingli's abliity to assure parents of their chiud's
salvation is much more comforting than any asavice his opponent
can offer, They are suved on the strength of Lheir mewber-
ship in Christ's covenani, Zwingll does not mention the fate
of chiidren who do not have believing parents.

Zwingli writhes under Hbmeier's incessant appeal to
the Scriptures, "Gschrifft, Gschriffel" he cries, "soldl ich
mun wie du Gechriffy, Gschrifft schreien?" rhis he does, but
his fury is unreasoned, He supports é}uobaytism-as a
Pfiichtzeichen by & guestiunable interpretation of Coiossians
23l1ll-15, This text is compared with Genesis 17:d4. Clher
supporting cowparisons are Gal, S:0 and Deut, 8l:lk-l&)y AcUs
©:15 and Deut, i14:16; Ez. 18:1-20 and Gen, 58329~-80 and Rou,
4314, To make his polint absolutely clear, Zwingli then

prepares two indexes,



"abraham's Iadex® "Christ's Index%

1 Gou I God, @1l sufficing

LI 1s Abraham's God 1I Is cur God

111 wWho shadl walk right- I1I Before whom we shouid
eovusiy ocefore nim, waik righteousdly

IV He is aiso tne God of 1V He is ass0 cine God of
Abranam's secd our seed,

' Abreham cedlied God his V Goa sent the Savior to us,
Savior

Vi ©&ign of the Covenant: VI Sign of cthe Covenant:
¢lrecumcision of young Baptism of young ana old,
aild odd

V11 After which chilaren V11 Chiidren are instrueted
are taught upon reaching upon reaching age of
maturity. responsiblliicy.

He ends these remarks with his underlylng gricvauace
and the main reason for his op,osition to Anabaptism,

"Anabaptism causes separatlon in vhe Church

anc aisruption in the order of waglistrucy.
Infant baptism 1is a '"root of aspirationt
and a clear, faiotnful sign of assurance
that our childaren are surciy God's in the
power of the Cowenant.“OU/

It was nou within Hibmalier's nature to allow such &
chalienge Lo return empty to iis originator. His answer
iliustraves what a facility he haa for meeting the op,ositicn
with the appropriate weapon, This tock the form of a discus-
sion between Zwingli and himself, and is titied Ein Gesprech

37/
Baithasar dObmdrs von Friaverg. Although very iilile origlinad

ground 1s covered, the tract is cleverliy written anu represents
pOSsibly HUbmalerts best iiterary style, ‘It was Ilinisheu on
November oUth, obut was not pubiished untii 15¢6, cue Lo the
tense situation at walashut which ceused printers in the sur-
rounding area Lo shun Hflbmaler's nrisiﬁgs.

fhe form of vhe writing is extremedly simple, The

author 1ifts sentences out of Zwingli's Antwoirl anc Utreats

66. ;bil.l., y. t‘i‘*i.
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them as if cthe latter had said them in discussion., The wmain
icea or argumént, if there is one, is difficultl to expose,
What HUbmaier tries to prove is that Zwingli is generally in
error, The Tract is addressed to the nobie Lords Leonhart and
Hans von Liechtenstainn, the introauction huving been wriiten
at Nicoisburg neariy & year after the text was compieted at
Waldshut,

HUbuwaier answers Zwingdi wilh many of the sewme argu-

ments he hus given alrewdy in Von dem christenliche Tauf der

Gillubigen, <Therefcre, a compiete outline is unnecessary, It

wiil suffice to review his objection to the pPflichitzeichen

idea, and the relationship baptism has to circumcision,

He Egiguses to remove the obstruciicn which biocks
the road tu th;ktrue conception cif baptism, Zwingil's book
is tpnat obstruction, He has been hindered in deadiling this
coup de grace by the "Devil's work with the publisher," wartyr-
dum,-ana imprisonment, but now he is prepared to do battlie,
It is not out of revenge that this tractate has been prepared,
but in & pious attempt to aid the Church,

In the ensuing discussion, 2Zwingll asserts that he has
& clear proof that circumecision and baptism are related in the
words of Colossians 2:10-13. Hilbmaier retorts that the passage
refers to the internal baptism of faith, and not the external
baptism of water, He 1s wiliing to a%low the Christian reader
to ueclde if his exegesis 1is accurate?d/

After & few pages of digresslon, he returns to the poing,

38, Ibid., p. 18,
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Zwingli says, "Baptism is a pPflichtzeichen through which one
signifies that he wants to better his life, and folliow after
Christ.," ®"Deo Gratias," remarks Balthasar, "the iight of truth
must finally dawn," Then followss

"If baptism is a 'aduty sign' one must have the
duty before the sign is conferred, Dbefore one
carries out a auty he must be instructed in words
or writing. 1f tonis 1s not done, it is a blind
duty which amounts to nothing. He must wiilingly
agree to it, or the sign is not placed upon him,
Now tell us here, once and for all my Zwinglil,
where, when or how does the cradlied infant accept
such a auty? Do you sey, the Father, Molher, or
Gedparents do it for the chilid? But did you not
say first that baptism is a Pflichtzeichen,
through which he who takes it signifies that he
wants Lo better his life and is obligated Lo
follow Christ? Mark well, You saiu, 'He who
takes it," ,that 'he' -~ not somecne else in his
behs £, nod/

_ The discussion now turns to Zwingil's proposal that
{
g?dobaytism is a sign that the child hes begun ©o grow spirit-
ﬁa4ly. Hbmaler doubls this, because a chlid coulda Just as
eagily grow up to be heathen, There is no guarantee that
Christian parents will produce Christian children, Christ-
likeness does not come through the flesh in physicel birth,
but cthrough the E.irit in spiritual repirth. Ondy af'ver faith
enters the plcture caen one confess Christ ana promise Lo ilve
afcer His commands. An infant baes no desire to learn these
commanus, Zwingil uses Rowans 634 as support for his iueas,
but his oppounent takes exception with zhe_qamana that no cne
may take the responsibility for another.&U/

Zwingli then states that baptism 1s an imposed sign or

ceremony similar to that performed up,on youths when they enter

59, Jlbid., p. 29ff,
40. Ib;u., _&). !.‘)7ff.
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& monastic order. The vows are placed u,on them before they
learn the laws and statutes. To this Hilbweler answers:

"Just exactly as a enlld is shoved into

& cloister, anu is henceforth & monk or

& nun, is infant baptism & baptlsm, and
the chiid, an initiated Christian, liacking
knowledge of the Law and bereft of faith,
A good example, It well suits yuu.“*l?

fhe only thing that circumcision anc baptism have 1in
commwon, accoroing to hftbmaier, is ahelr.origin. Botn were
commanded by God, The Jews were required tc circumeciss on the
eighth day, The Christian must honor God's commanc anu bap-
tize the individual as soon as he confesses his faith, Goad
waits uvniy elght cays for Lhe Jewish gayment of gullt, but
for Christicns He waits much longer.ég,

Before the presentation of his finel six theses, he
en.sarges upon nis former attitude toward unbeptized children,
He urges that we cannot know if infants possess the Houy
Spirit, or if by sovme intrinsic werit they are the property
of God, By nature they «re chilidren of wrath, but this is
not to despair., One must place his hope for thelir salvation
in Goa's haends, One thing is certein, A person is not a N
chila of God through physical birth or superimposed ceremenie:f/

fhe magnanimity of Hllbmasier's finai words is surpris-
ing when one considers what pain and humiliabion precedea thedr
writing. This willi be élear &t the enu of the chapter,

"Dear Zwingii, you see that 1 have guoted your

words as they appeured in print, By this 1
have done you nc injustice, If it be your

desire to answer in writing, please do so
through the help of God &nc an honest appeal

4.1. Ibld., e ()l. ‘*"r. ;blu., e ut)ff.
45, lbid., p. S0ff, :
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to the Beriptures, for you know how you and your
city of Z&rich have hanuied the matter in these
previous articlies, It wouid not be & miracle

if the stones themselves discussed the matter,
But if you desire Lo dispule with me orally

and pubdicly, I willingly accept the opportunity,
&nd suggesi that Che debate be heia in the
ancient and imperial city of Regensvurg in
bavaria (of course «ith the permission of the
authorities) which is neutral tervitory. Please
yourself and live weli in Christg, m=4

Whatever else may be sald, these differing views of
baptism ana the constitution of the Church ultimateiy rest on
the question of authority. HUbmadier found the autboriivy for
his conclusions in the Bible and in the preccice of the New
lestament Church., Zwingli tried to do this, put was cowpedled
to return Lo tradiction to save his view of a national Church,
He did not beliieve that the Church anu the Stale wsere Loo
dissimiiar ©o work as a unity., For twelve hundred years
Christianity had been the approvea reiigion of the State, ILhe
Heformation of the Church did not necessitate the breaking of
this long and cowmfortable assocliation, Therefore, the visible
Church, for Zwingii, was an inseperable facet of the contem-
LOTary culture and liable to Lhe same aulhorily, sembership
in such & Church was Just as greatl a patriovic duty as the
paying of taxes or the beoring of arms,

The time when a wmissionary zeul wes necessary had
passed, In fhe early days Uhere wes need for such an enter-
prise, because the Church hed set itseldl im op.ovusition to a
neathen State, Now the State was Christian and every ioyad
citizen was simliarliy & Christian by virtue of his wewbershiy

in the Nationai Church. As Christizn parents bore chiliuren,

’&4- Ibiu.i, e bt:'l.
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the infants were accepted or initiated into the nutionad
Christian fellowship through bayuism'in the same way that the
circumeicsed infants were received lnto the Hebrew State.

Their faith was promised by the parents end the pPfiichtzeichén

was appliied by the Church, By this process the Stute's
Christisnity asnd Christianity's State were assured in perpetuity,

Unguestionably this is & whoulesome iceal, but it as-
sues an optimistic attitude toward the woria which a survey of
actuad conuitions mey easily Gestroy. The "Christian" State
of sixteenth century Europe was a poor example of Christian
virtue, As far as HUbmsier and the Anabaytlsls were concerned,
the lideal exploded atl this point. The State and Soclety were
not Christian, The worid in 1is many departments was not in-
fused with Christian lLove, To parade 1ts cruelly wnc moral
depravity, its selfishness ano spiritual blinaness uncer the
banner of pious Christisnity was a mockery, Thelr perusal of
existing situations mede Uhem pessimistic about the ?§$Sifg
spread of Christ!s Guspei through imposed signs and substituted
faith, 7The Gospel couid become meaningful and influential
only if it were understood by men who devoted theumselves Lo
i¢s extension, The worid was no less heathen in 1525 than 1t
wes in Christ's own day and, consequently, the contesmporary
Church haza to take ils exanple from its primitive counterpurt.
Thus, the return to the Word of Scripture and the guidance of
early Christian practice.

Ihe Church was seen &s existing separate from the
world and autonomous within its own sphere, just as was the
early Church, Hfbmaier was willing to "render unto Caesar®

as long ag Caesar did not dewanu what a Christian could not
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give, This Church was gathered arocund Christ and under lils
inwediate leadershipy, Every member was one «ho huad personaily
confessed his falth, s did the sarly Christlens, and taken
upon himself the duty of Christian witnessing. They were
filled with the missionary spirit and optimistic that Gou coudd
work through them to touch the lives ol cothers,

They were galhered together through baptism after con-
fession of faith., To the water ilsell Hilbmaier attributes
nothing supernaturaei. An inu;?iuuu¢'s faith is the saving

thing. Cbrist commanded To baptize in water after instruction

and faith, They were foliowing His commanas as they understood
them, DBajptisw served as & sign of recognition among thew., No
wention is wede in HUbmaier's writings thet siniessness folilows
baptism, He stressed guite the opposite. In his Deutsche desse

u, oranung Goltes diensts, from 1526 Luther expresses his own
desire for a similar type of gathered Church, As he explains,
his hopes to bulld such « fellowship are frustrated by the
lack of interested people. His preoccupation wich a united
Protestantism acted as another deterrent, He writess

"But the third and right way in shich cne shoudd
observe the evangelical ordinances is not
through & service which is held in any public
place, sna open to all pevple in general, but
through a Closed service preferably in & pri-
vate house, where those who are earnest Chris-
tians, and who testify to the Goszpel with their
hands and mouths may gather to pray, read, bup-
tize, dlstribute the eiements, ana practlice clher
Christian works, In this manner, one cculd
examine punish, vetter, excliude, and excomiunicate
after tre rul: of Thrist in Matihew 16:15-17, all
those who are not practicing their Christianity,
In this way one coudd aliso gather & general alms
fund, wiiilpgly given and distributed to the poor
after the example of Paul in II Corinthians uil,
Such a group must not begin with too many people,
In the midst of such a grouy a men could clarifly
his 1ldeas about baytism snu the Supper, and order
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practice through the Word, prayer and Love,
Here one should have & good, short catechism,
the Ten Commsndments and the Lord's prayer.
What it amounts to is this, 1f one had enocugh
people who desired to be earnest Christians,
this wanner of doing things could be accomi-
piished in no time, But 1 still cannot and
may not establish such a fellowship or gathered
group, becsuse I still do not have the person-
nel; to be sure, 1 also do not see many who
lean in that direction. . .As long as this
situation pergists I will have to continue Co
hold pubiic worship, exhort the youth, and
seek to direct people into the faith by exhor-
tation and preaching until they way be called
Christian in the true sense of the word. The
spiritual disposition of spiritual mutineers
drives me out of my head, We Germans are a
wild, raving and crude people. It is not easy
to innovate with us. (Such innovation) causes
oniy the greatest distress., Now then, ever
forwara in God's nume,"45/

The imperial authorities at Ensisheim did not admit
defeat after their plot to capture Hfibmaier failed, Another
communication was passed to Innsbruck on February lst, accus-
ing the Waldshut preacher of burning pictures, throwing the
font into the Rhein, distributing lesvened breud to the Cou-
manicants and allowing the people Lo dance in the church?b/
The government was not ignorant of the growing tension between
Hilbmaier anda Zwingli., If the guasi alilance with Zérich were
broken, the threat of active Swiss intervention would be re-
moved as & deterrent to Austrian sction, With the publication
of Zwinglii's Antwort the Ensishelm authorities saw the arcivad

of the long enticipated breach,

40, Lucther, "Deutsche Messe u, ordnung Gottes diensts,”
in Weimar Ausgabe, Luther's Werke, Vol, 18, p. 72ff,

46, Bossert, Gustav, Bl#ttern fUr Wilrtembergische
Kirchengeschichte, Vol, IV, p, 8Z.



C. #alushut's bownfall, December 1d25:

A milestone on the rozd,.to Waldshut's downfall was
passed with the destruction of the Griessen peasants, This
slaughter of five hundred people occurred on Novémber 4th,
almost simaltanecus with Hilbmaler's near capture, Twe Waldshut
citizens were spared death, but were punished by the forfeit
of two fingers, ana then directed toward home to display the
price of insurrection before thelr pastor, On Noveuwber zth,
Graf Rudolf von Sulz and Fuchs von Fuchsberg reported their
victory to Ferdinand., To gusrentee that the pastor of Griessen
woulda misinterpret God's Word snd preach heregsy no longer,
they had plucked out his eyes ana removed his tongue., The
severity of this asction soon brought the sympathetic neighbor-
ing cities to their knees, leaving walashut without an effec-
tive ally.

Inside Waldshut the situation was no less disturbing,
The citlizens doubted that a repetition of their former stand
could divert the current danger, Wwhile Hfibmaier was pre-
occupied with his writing, the pro-Roman minority was agitat-
ing against him, Armbruster and his foliowers had returned to
join forces with Junker Gutjahr who had never forgiven the
public humilistion he suffered at Hilbmaier's hands, With the
possibliity of imminent reinforcements, this group becaue
daily more belligerent, They pointea to Griescen as an eflec-
tive il.ustration of the imperial wrath.

At this critical moment Hflbmaier felil 1il a&nd was con-

fined to his bed., Deprivea of their shepherd's guidance, the
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flock became confused and frightened, Gutjahr successfuily
regained his former posti,wsnu the Rommnist element ascendced to
the place of control, On Deccmber 5th, all citizens werc
calleu to the Rathaus to hear the latest Austrian proclamation,
It threatened lumedliate mililvary action unicss the Mass wus
reinstatea, the plctures returned, and Hibmaicr surrendered,
It was the decision of the Council to acguiesce., Ali those
who refused coulc leave the c¢ity and shift for themselves,
Hilbmaier replied thet he hud been the city's spiritual lewder
for a iong time, but he could not order that these uemands be
honored. Ill as he was, he would leave the city and seek
refuge elsewhere, oShortliy afterward he was warned that
Gutjahr's party was piotting his immediate arrest, Without
packling he fied to & neighbor who ferried alm straightvway
across the Rbein, His wife, Eisbeth, only had time to tie a
sack of money arcund his neck. His original intention was to
make for Strassburg, but he amended this decision and toock the
road tc Zfirich, Eisbeth foli:owed in & few weeks, leaving most
of their property to the frienuly disposition of Gutjahr ana
nis foliowers.&7/

On the day of Hibmaier's flignt, Junker Fuchs and
Graf Rudolif toovk possession of the eity. They reflused to leave
untis the heretics were bunished and the cliy unequlvocally

pro-Austrian, With no hope left, sixty faemilies quit the city,

47, Helgerlein, Johannes, Ursach warump der dJieder-
téuler Patron unng erster anfenger Doctor Buithesar Heebmayr
zu wien verbrennt sey, Vienna, 1526, Noue A, See aigo Lisbeth
Hﬂhmaier's testimony frem the Zirieh T&8uferprogess® in kglli,

zur Geschichte der Z#richer Reformation in
S . bhebelitz, ZUrich, 1073, . 4xoif.
anc NOLC B, Maus demn Verhbre Balthasar Htbmaier's, Z4rich, 5,
Mlrz, 1526.%
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This done the government iaid down the law,

Christoph Fuchs and welf von Honburg were (o take
possession of the keys and occupy the city with twoe hundred
men, All citizens were stripped of thelr rights, HRingleaders
were to be hunted down anu given appropriate punishment., ALl
forms of Roman worship were to be re-estub.ished forthwith,

Tne proud ecvat-of-arms, wentionea earlier, was dis-
continued anud anouber substituted with a Cerdinal's het a&s the
main embliem, Bach year at Christias two of the cilty's ieading
citizens were to journey to Laufenburg und S8ckingen Lo thank
the cities for thelr help in restoring the Homan faith, With
the coming of each new year a crossbow or & hunting rifie had
to be circulateda from Waldshut through all Lhe neighboring
cities to Ensishelwm in remembrance of Austriats swift and sure
action, If this were not encugh, every citizen was required
Lo donate at least ten days work out of the year untii the new
fortress was completed, These measures soon cowed the people
s0 effeciively that a furce of only sizly men was required to
keep the peace, Un Deceumber 17th, the generai Vicar of
konstanz, br, Joonwnn Helgerlein, held Che traditional service
in toe city., <fhuse evangelicals who had remained due to idd
health or oid age had to stana through the long service in an
attitude of obeisance. Within the space ¢f & Tew months the
strong and promising free Church at WNauldshut was shattered,
Ihe memory of this evangelical experiment was not encoﬁrugeu
anu in a few years it was forgotten, 1t 1s oniy in our day
thet Hbmaier's name 1s heard agaln in the Biack Forest eity,
in 1947 a small congregation of German Buptist refugees was

resetbtled in Waldshut. The need for & pluece of worship was
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met by Baptist friends from all over the worla, and Today a
chapel in meumory of Balthasar HUbmeoier overliooks the scene of

his earliy labor,

D. Hibmaier's loast visit to Zfirich, December, :9:0 - May, i0:€:

Blbmaler resached Z8rich sboul the midule of December
after spendicg a few uays with friends al GrHningen, Helinrich
Aberlii, one of the brethren, oifered him hospitality ana tried
to renuer the ruggeu and weokened man whao cemfort he couudd,
in & few days Hibmaier fell sirong enough te renew his pgetition
for an open debatbe with Zwingid, Whav he hoped wo gain vy this
is gifficult to fathom. He certainiy hua confideunce 1ln nis
pusition, but ne musi not heve reslized how firmly the Zwingliians
were set against hiwm, The news of Waddshut's capitulation
causeu dismay «hd no swall vegree of spiteful regrel among lhe
Swiss reformers., [Ihey biamea the city for its weak-kneed
attitude, anu htbsaier for the adienation of vhe 8wiss cilles,
His presence in ZBrich proviged an opportuniity for tae zwinglians
Lo wWor'k ofl utheir anger, J{hey preparea t¢ castlgale nim
tuoroughiy for his stubbourn baptlisw poaicy wonich had spdlt the
evangelicadr party, _

in due course, kngeihard, Leo Jud, Myconius, Sebastian
Hofimeister, Megander and Zwingli accepted his offer of an open
debaite., The date was seﬁ for bDeceuwber zlst, 1t was a foregene
conciusion cthat Hiébmaler wouisd lose, Whal ensued reseumbled an
inteiligent uebate in nou pariicular, HUbwmsier began with
Peler's words in Acis Z390; "Hepent and be bapllzed." Zwingil
answered with 1 Corinthisns 10sg; "all baptized intc koses in

the clouda and sea." The children are likewise bujptized even if
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they are unaware of it, Frustrated by the fuct that sensible
discussion was out of the guestion, Hbmaler trieca Lo wake the
best of it, Baplism was no ionger & debatable guestion in
Z¥rich, and deviation irom the prescribed dogma could nvt hope
for a sympathetic hearing, Ihe debate only served to extract
& promise from the schismatic that he woulo recant, He was
pound over to house arrest and given scme weeks Lo prepare a
stalement later to be read in the Grossulflnster, During che
first week in January of 15<€, HHbmaier enterecd cmne of the
Grossuwlinster's pudpits to resza his statement, Zwinglil occupied
a pulplt on the other side of tne chances, The congregation
was surprised and Zwingll wroth, wonen Hbmealer Lifted his face
Lowaruys heaven and salds

"Oh, what & battle I have weged with my

conscience all night concerning these things.

Now I must declare herc¢ that I can and will

not recantl®
With this as a preface, he lmmedistely lsunched into an anti-
%%uobaptist sermon. Zwingli lost no time in gaining his feetl.
Hé called HUbmaler a Ctraltor and ordered his arrest winilie Che
reopie exchanged excited oplnions as to who was in the rignt,
HUbmaier was hustied out of the cathedral and into prison be-
fore there was time for partisanships to form, Lhere he re-
walned until April, being persuadeu by torture, privation end
infirmity to write his recantation, In the micst of this grim

and friendless solitude his thoughts became introspective, As

48, Loserth, Jchann, Doctor balthasar Hibwaier und
cle Anflnge der Wledertlulfer in Mahren, pp. 1i6-ilo,




le4

he pondered and prayed, the twelve major tenets of his personal
creed were established, Having been bern ocut of pJhysicel and
spiritual anguish rather than out of a desire for debate and
diadlectic argumentation, these articles are nol theories, but
rather hls religious funadamentals, They were published at
Nicolsburg ln 1587, and beur the titie Die swelf Articked

49/

eoristeniicns glsubens., The reverent Lone of the writing c¢an

be appreciated oniy by reading it in its entirety. 1t is
wricten in the form of a pruyer of shieh uvhe following 1s an
abridged translaiion,

1., "Alwighty God, Meker of heaven.and eartih
has extended His Grace to men, who by Adaw's
discbedlience lost their Sonshiy.

Z. Jesus Christ our Lord and God's only begotien
Son has maue exXplation for wan's sin and made
peace between men and God, Through His Holy
word He has given us the power to become
children of Goa by faith.

b, Jesus Christ was cunceived of the Hody Spirit
and born of the ever Virgin Mary. The Son of
the Living Gou became wman in order thatl mwan-
kind might become children of Goa,

4, The Christ suffered, wes cruciiied, dead and
buried to redeem man from the elernal cross and
pang of death, Therefcre, be praise and thanks
to Him forever,

V. Ihe Christ aescended into Beii vo proclalu His
giaa tiuings to those who were in bonuage, On
Lthie third Gcay He arose aguln for our sakes (hat
we may have iile everdasting.

6. after forty days on earih Jesus ascenued Lo the
right hand of the Pather where He gitteth to
help all pbedlevers wno set their ctrust in Him,
There is no other advocate but Christ Jesus,

7. Chirlist wiil return sgaln to Judge the guick ana
the dead on the day of the last judgment, Bay
that day come soon, bul in the weantliuwe may we
so direct our lives that they be worthy in Goals
sight.

49, See appendix #IXK, 4 Full vranslation can be found
in Veduer, Henry, Baithasar Hflbmsier, the Leager cof the Ana-
beptists, G..P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1905, pp. 130-36.
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8. The Holy Bpirit proceedeth frem the Father
anda the Son to teseh truth, inercase Paith,
and o kinale brotherly love in the hearts
of believers,

g. Lhe Holy, Cetholic, Christian Church, the
communion of the Saints and the brotherhocd

- of believing men who confess one Lord, one
God, one Faith ana one Baptism is ruled on
earth by the iiving Word, Jesus Christ is
Her immediate head.

10, This Church has the poser of the Keys 0 ex-
clude persistent sinners and to admit the
repentant. what she looses on earth will e
be loosed in heaven, VJhat She binds on
carvh wilil te bound in heaven,

11, The fiesh wiil be resurrected though it be
eaten by worms, arowned, frozen or burned,
The resurrection body «11l be incepable of
suffering, clesr ana imuwortad,

ic. Lif'e eternal wiil be the reward of these who
have kept the faiih during this suffering life,"

He conecludes with these words:

"Oh Holy God, Oh Mighty Gou, Oh lmmortal God,
This is my faith which 1 confess with heart and
mouth, and neve testified to openly before the
Church through water baptism. 1 beg you to pre-
serve me in it through your Grace until my end,
Anda if I shoudd turn asice through human fear
and terror, through tyranny, martyrdaom, sword,
fire, or water, call me again to Thee, Oh my
ccmpassionate Father, redirect me Unrough Lhe
Grace of Thy Holy Spirit and let me not die
without this faith, This I beg you from Che
bottom of my heart, through Jesus Christ Thine
own dearly beloved Son, ocur Lord and Savior,

I place a1l my hope in Thee, let me not be
shamed in etermity, amen."su/

Ancther purely devotional booklel may have been written
during this Z8rich imprisonment, The titlie 1s, Ein Kurtzes
vater ggggr?i/ﬁather then being Pa short Lord's Prayer® it is
actually quite dong. Hibwealer takes each sentence and enlarges

upon 1its meaning in this fashions

"our Father': U gracious father, 1 awm not
sorthy to be ca.led Thy son, or to call Thee

50, Ibid., p. 15.
51, Appendix #X,
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father, 1 have not fulfiiled Thy fatherly
will, but the wiil of the father of ilers.
0, merciful father, pardon (wy guiit) ana
make me a son in faith,

'Which art in heaven': © bountiful father,
behold how we are in this wiserable vale

of tears. Yet the children are never (re-
jected) when they gather around their father
who feeds, clothes, and protects them from
ail harm. O graclous father, tuke us, suf-
fering children, to Thee in heaven,"S&/

Of particular interest is his reaction to the sentence,
BGive us this day our daily bread." He plcuas thatl men needs
"the bread of Thy aivine Word" to ncurlsh his soud, wuch wore
than physical bread for his body's nourishment?é/ﬁe conciudes

with these words:

"Thou wilt give us whatever we ask in His
(Christ's) name, Father, into Thy hands
we commlt our bodies, lives, possessions,
soul ana spirit, ana everything we have
received from Thee, We offer these up Lo
Thee. Thou giveth end taketh, Thy name be
prauised., Awmen,"

In March Hiibmazier was stretched upon ithe rack untili he
agreed to write his recantation. Zwingil atlended the torture
anua reported the scene in & Jocular bongf/ The recantaticn
thus extracied, was to be resd frow the pulpits of the Grouss-
midnster and the St, Peter's church on April 15tg?/*

There was no gooud reason to holid HUbwaier after his
retraction was written, A request was forwarded to Schaffhausen

that certain of Hlbumaier's possessions be sold. His legal

5<. 1bid., p. 2. &, Ibid., ps« 6,

54. Ibid-, e 7.

55, Jackson, §, M., Huidreich Zwinglii, the Reformer of
German Switzerland, New York, 1903, chapter xil, p. zo0.

56, Egil, Emil, Actensasmmiung #9940, and Veddar,
_Q:ﬁo Q_j_-_go, }_Jy. lé&-l‘ib.

#* See Note F for Hflbmaler's recantation of Aprii llth,
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coets were to be pald from the .roceeas before the money was
given to him?7/He stayed 1n Z#rich for &« week alter his release
for fear thut his ﬁustrianlenemies wouiu be wallling Lfor him
cutside the gates., Reassured thel no danger immeuiute;y
threatened, he and his wife left the cliy ana traveled (o
friends in Konstenz. The fliight was executed wilh cauticn,
wmaking thelr departure virtually unnoticed. From houstanz

he returned again to Augsburg. He did nol enter the city this
timwe as an honored spokesman of a powerfud cliy and the
favorite of his rellgious superiors, but as & hunted and dis-

graced fugitive from the anger ¢f o« cause he once haa clemploned.

57. Loserth, Johann, Op. Cit., pe. d2d,



CHAPLER FlVe
THE FLOURISHING AND THE WITHERING

Ae Apugsburg, the Summer of 1Oxb:

Hfbmaier's recuperation from the strain of the Waiashut
ana ZUrich exgpcriences was completed during a two mconth rest
with friends at Augsburg. He wae not slene, as meny other
Anaepe,tist refugees from Swilzerland and the Bliuck Forest had
fled Chere after the colilapse of the cause in thelr respective
aress. An Augsburg chronicle for the years 15186 - 185463 reports

thiat Che inalgenous Anabaylist element, as well &s tne Jarge
i/
refugee grouy, suvon unitea behind his teaching, The author,

»IrCbably & Benedictine monk from the cloister of St., Ulrieh,
gives this passage for the year 15L7:

"Augustae in tribus hortis domorum convenerunt

viri ac mulieres, u.itra iiVU0 ailvites, mediocres

& pauperes, cul omnes rebaptizati sunt, AMulleres
cul rebapytizabanctur, luuuebant se pracis: allias
tetaliter nudae erant, In domibus evenim, vbi
Baptisterium erat, ibldem semper muldiitudao bra-
claruw dependebat, HLi autew omnes tenebant infra
scriptos &rticulos, yuus acctor bBalvhasar in

liorauis in vrbe Niciausburg, guae sub domino 24
st domlnorum de Liechteénstain, publiice praedicavii;

l. MHistorica relatio de oretl & progressu hasresunm
in Germania, preesertism vero Augustee Vindedicorum, Ex
antiguis Annsiibus S8, culusdem contemporanel fivedliter
ueauriku¢, « nunc publici juris facta." Schelhotn, geta
§o 2 Stlc', l’ Pa =86,

2o dbid., pe &5, Cee Nore G for description of
Anabaytist ctheologlcal teneis as recordeu by the Hdowman author-
ities, 1 these articles genuineliy describe the theclogy of
Lhie Augsburg Anabuptisis, Hibmaier's infiuence must have been
sdight or completely submerged by tlhe subseguent sork of
Hans Hut. There is nothing of Hlbmaier in these articies,

168
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Among the significant events cf May and June were
Hlbmaler's meectings with Peter Gynorfus snu Hans Denck, ﬁenck
finally accepted HHbmaler's conception of baptism and placed
himself among that fe.lowship of Christians with whom he felt
al lcast & vague kinship, Shertly thereafter, Gynordus
referred to him as the "High Priest of the Anabaptists." As
Denck died of the plague less than & year later, this fitle
must deseribe his deep spirituellity rather than his active
contribution to the movement,

During these months Hibmaier began a writing activity
which was amazing even for &« man of his enterprise and iiter-
ary facility. Between June of 1526 and July of 1527 he wrote
no less than thirteen major tractates., Had this woerk been
done 1in surrcundings conducive to study, it would have been a
remerhable achievement, but as its author wrote from Che widst
of the Nicoisburg upheaval, it stends as a monument to his
passion for truth and a hearing for his ideas. Only the
sallent points of each writing will be given, as they all may
be examined more closely in the epgendices,

The first writing in thils series bears the title,

Der Urslten unnd gar neuen Leeren Urteil/ das man die xggggg

khindien nit touffen solle, biss sy Jm glauben unnderricht
s/
sind, It is fairly certain that Hfibmaier did his research at

Augsburg as the contents suggest that ne had access Lo a large
and well stocked library. It waes published at Nicolsburg July
2lst, 1586, and addresced to Lord Mertin, Ponebime Bishop of

Nicolsburg, #ho is now Provost at Kemitz,.® A second anc enlarged

6, Appendices #X1 ana #X11.
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edition followed the first by a few weeks., The two editiocnus
wiil be considered together,

Der Uralten unnd gar neuen Leeren Urtall belongs awmong

those of H#lbamsier's writings which may be clussified as propa-
ganda for believers! baptism, In view of its length, the
barest ﬁinimum of attention is given to lnstruction and argu-
mentation,

In H#bmeier's literary ceampaign ageinst Zwingll he
sought ¢o bring Che Cestlimony of Seriplture To bear upon ine
probliem of ppdobaptism, but in this work he sets out 00 dis-
credit the practice by the testimony of lundividuals. In the
first division he appeals to the conclusions cof Church counciis,
Princes of the Church, ana the ypatristic Fathers, In the
second he caliis upon certain utterances of his contemporary
annagonists. Hbwaier is obviously seeking to uncermine the
idea that traditional practice has mude right whuet he con-
ceives ©o be wrong according to the Word of Scripture, I1f he
can show that beilevers! baptism continued to be a practice
of the Church for several hundreds of yeurs after Apostolic
times, and that ceritein great figures such as Tertulliian,
Origen, Augustine and Athanasius supported the idea that con-
fession and repentance shouid precede baptism, he wiil have
succeeded in hig purpose. He says that children are being
admitted to the commwunion teble who have nol been conflrmed.
In his opinion this bad havit has become common because the
Church is adwitting peopie to membership before a personal con-
fession of Jesus has been made, If one should be confirumea
vefore beilng admitted to the Supper, so should one believe

before being baptized,
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As in former writings, he criticizes the "affused" or
"pegpresentative® faith of parents, godparents or the Church,
Hilbwaler argues that faith is something the Church cannot give
away, ioan, substitute or menipulste and, therefore, the faith
of the Church is of no avail to the child, His explanation for
this is that faith is not founded upon the Church, but the
Church herself was founded upon faith (I Cor, 3:11). Support-
ing this thought with Mat, 16:18, HUbmaler stutes that Peter's
faith and open confession were the foundations upon whieli the
Church was buiit, and this expression of Peter's faith was
personal and intelxigent.gf

Returning to the inadeguacy of parental suftitution ~
he remarks, "It would often be too bad for the chiidren if
thelr salvatlion depended upon the faith of fathers, mothers,
and gaﬂyarents."a/

Under the heading, "Irue testimonies and advice from
the decretals and ancient Fathers," Hitbmaler isunches his
first bolt against the walls of é%aobaptism. He refers to .
seiectec words of Clemwent 1, Donatus, Theophylact, Tertuiiiun,
Origen, Cyprian, Athanasius, Hieronymus, Augustine, Eusebius,
Ciriilius, Pelagius, Awbrosius and various Popes from Siritius
to Beatus Rcmangs.* Unfortunately, he does not support his
guotations with an adeguate system of footnotes and, where a
cursory reference is citea, it 1s generally wrong or too

general to ald in tracing it back to the original. One is

4., Appendix #X1, p. &.

S, dbid., pr. o-4, . _

¥ NO record can be found of a Fope named Beatus
Romanus,
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bempted %0 conciuue Lhat he depended upon hesarsay ralLhier wvhab
legliimate texiual yrouf:/ If this ig nov the case, he wusi have
used some source shich Gues nut agree with those we reccgnlize
48 autboritetive, Eoreover, be often errs in plucing & men in
& century much too sariy for hiq true duteg; L.e., lonatus.
167 A« Do, Theopbyluct ibU 4, D?

Snere pis information is sccurate, however, lie sucteeus
#ith his jurpose. 4 few of these are chaplay three of

Torvuiiden's g which adviges Lhal Ceaculng,

confessicn and renuncilaticn ¢f the Devil must precede buplismg
Hiercoyuus! exegesis of Eatihew 4631y in which he stales that
the body may recsive the Bacrament only if the soud hes he
right faich; and Augustine's "Agunt homipes,® which advises
Wat pevpyae shall rvepent befory bapiise according Lo Lhe worus
of Feter in acis E:b&.?/ '

Hbmaier vefers briefly to the controversy between
Augustine und Boniface aboutl godparencage, and he foiiuvwss that
Wibth u few words concerning "Lueris in verpo aiffia;iximﬁi;“
He meuns, bowever, the ceancn "(ueris ¢ wme" (Corp, Jur, Can,
be Conseecr. Dist, IV, ,. ccceliiii)., 1This canom gives & Lisi
of sarilicies shich must be alflirsed by the calethumen, Lhen
folluas the canon "Baptizanci? (Fourth cuuncilh &t Cartbage --
Serp, Jur, Capn. De Consecr, Dist., IV, p. cceexdidil,, which

Ua -ﬁy}iema #HI, yE G

# Lge ﬂi;ronwﬁns, in dyche, Joseph, Corpu
am letinorum, Vol, XIVI (Bidilojpola "

Vimiobonensis KDCCCLXXXL), E. ?a&gamy, Pragae,

L tterkrum Caesares
e ﬁu-&&.

?. &yy@ﬁhi& ﬁII, ,y. T« and Augustine, "Aguni homines®
cus Juris Cu : ?qls. Le Comsecrs, Disuinctio IV,
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orders fasting before baptism,and then two canons of Rabanus
Metz, having to do with instruction and confession prior to

baptism (Canon "ante baptismum,® Corp, Jur, Cen., De Consecr,

Dist. 1V, p. cccxlviii)?

furning to the conclusions of Chureh counciis, Hibmaier
says, "The councils end decrees of the 'ancients' concerning
baptism prove that the current Lutheran prectice 1s in ervor.®
He finds that the fourth council et Carthage decided that
everyone hud to be baptizea who did not know for a certainty
that he bhad been baptized already. This was actually & con-
clusion of the fifth council in 401 A. P, Various references
to the re-baptism of heretics ordered by councils at Arles
and Nicea follow 1in due course and Carthege is menticned twice
mwore, The fact that lLsodicea (448 A, D. ana 861 A, D.) ordered
the exemination of catechumens on Green Thursday adds weight
to his argument that intelligent understanding of the Gospel
was encouraged by the esrliy Church befcere bugtism was given
(Co Eg, Jur, Can. De Conseer. Dist, IV, p. cccc¢i)

Ine seventh council mentioned is Gerundiense, Hibmaler
errs again as to its date. He gives 700 A, D., but it was held
in 517 A. D, This council stated that only those who feared
death and were stuuenis ‘in the faith were tc be baptized at
Baster and Pentecost (Corp. Jur, Can. De Consecr. Dist. IV,
pe cccel).

His last reference is to Bracarense 11, Here it was

agreed Chat a twenty day inmstruction period must precede

8. Appendix XII, p. luff,
9, Ipid., Pp. L3-14,
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baptism (Bracarense 11 (857&8A. D.) Corp, Jur, Can. De Consecr.

Dist, IV, p, ccexi}. To this council Hbmaier eisc atiributes
the aavice bhal the baptism of & pregnant woman has no sig-
nificence for her unborn chiid, Yach person must make his own
confessicn, Sachsse says that Chis conclusion was not reached
&t Braga, but is o be found in Archbishop Martin of Braga's
coliection of ancient Greek council conclusionsfuj

In the third major dlvision of the work Hibmaler pre-
sents the Jjudgments of his contemporaries, Erasmus leads the
procession with portions of his paraphrases from ﬁatnhew‘and
Acts., The crux is that teaching must go beflcre b&ptismfl/

n dem Neuen Testament

Luther's statements frow BEin Sermon v

gas ist von der nelligen Megse &ért. 17), are given, and
Oecolampadius! suggestion that %gdobaytism is nowhere coumanded
in the Bible, is also reviewedih

The passages quoted eurlier from Zwingli's Ugslegan

chiussreden (Art, 18) "Von der Firmung," and

10. Mansi, S. Coll, Cgﬁg;, Voi, 1IX Canon LIX,
Pe 846, also Helele, Conc;llgngegc dchieg 11X, p. S0 anu Corp.
Jur,. Can, ue Consecr, Dist, IV, p. cxvi. 8achsse, Carl,
1t fdbmaicr als Theoluge, (Neue Studlien zur Geschichte
der LnuOLDgiﬂ und der Xirche Ho., £0Q), Irowitsch & Sohn, Berlin,
la’iq 3 p - unﬂff .
3314 hrasmus, D. Igccg rum hsudcuags gglgurem tibl
ibemus ! L Pfr;:a'asi in fuangellum katt-
i U \ rasmum hotercuamums
Ayua Inulycam Eaalxeam per Ioannaw Frobeniun HMense Marilc, Anno
HbXII, Caput K%Vlll p.i7aff, and Paraphlaeaeon Deserasmi Hotero-

ggggggigggg, ba01¢ae ex officing Frobeniana an HDXLI Caput
La. See Briefe und pkten zum Lceoen Cekolampads 1,
Leipzlg, 1u&T, pp. 0&i=-043,




sielche Urssch gebind ze Ufrfiren receive full attentlon.*5/
Subseguently, Hiibmeicr mentions the private opinions of
Lee Jud, Sebastian Hoffmelster, the preachers at Strassburg,
Christophorus Hegendorf, Ludcvicus H¥tzer and Cellsrius, These
cannot be checked, but naturally his account of their beliefs
i4/
places all of them on his side of the guestion,
In conciusion the author puts forward his own opinion.
This is largely taken from the most important purts of former
writings, HUbmaier presents an interesting picture of the
Last Judgment in this section. He belleves that the Muster
willi cald the great compeny to order, He willi then outline
His comuwunds to teach and baptize/as given in Matthew 28 sna
Mark 16, Thereafter, Jesus will eall upon the assembled indi-
viauals to defend their baptism, The foliowing is the way
Hlbmaier anticipates that the Ethiopian eunuch will testify.
"Prhilip instructed me in the faith while we
were driving along in my chariot, After
hearing him out, I desired to be baptized
in water after Christ's comumand, but Philip
wouldd not baptize mwe until I gave an open
avowal of my faith, Not until I confessed
that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living
God did Philip ask that the cnar}ot be stopped,
He then baptized me in water,wdd
The writing ends with & plea to ingtitute the correct
baptism in the Church on the basis of the seriptural injunce
tions, and the testimconies of these lewrned men and counclis.
In the iatter part of his visit to Augsburg, Efbmsier

completed two more works which were not pubiished until 15&7,

15, This work, p. 124ff,
14, Appendix #XI1I, pp. 17-80.
15, ibid., p. 22,



The first, Grund und Ursach/ d nn yedlicher wmensch, der

bhundert Jer allt were, 1s oniy & sowewhat enlerged version of
part five of his Taggbgchleixfﬁffhrée new contributions are
made, In his eleventh point he says that Cyprian declared
hereuigmbapbism invaiid. If then the reformers hold that the
Homanlsts are heretics, how can they conceive thal baptism
received from them is valid? Secoundliy he observes that even
though John was commissioned by God to baptize, he directed
his foliovwers to Christ for re-baptisw, Lastly, Hibmaier
urges that wsater baptism is no ipso facto guarantee ol saiva-
tion, Hather, it is the only w§y intc the Church, cutside
of which there is no salVationTZ/

The second of these two writings carries the title,
Von demw khindertauff and purposes to refute Cecolaupadius!
Ain Gespr¥ch etiicher predic;é£en zu Basel pehalten mit
etlicher bekennern des Wydertauffs, dated Septewber lst, 15&d,

Hibmaier's Von dew khindertauff is the, "antwort auf das
spotlich Gesprech etlicher Predicanten/ zu Basel gehalten,"
wiich he promised in the introduction of his GeSEreclf&/The
form foliows that of the Gesprech, being a discussion among
Hiibmsier, CUecolampadius, lhomas Augustinianer, Jacob lmmelen

and other learned citizens of Basel.

Much of part one is repetitious. Hibmaler asks his

16, Appendix #XIII,
l?. Ibi(l., Pp. l“u - -L5.
18, Appendix #VIII, p. 7.
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adversaries to discard the idea that Anabaptist teaching is
something "new", The same charge was brought against Christ's
teaching and is equadily unfounded when applied to Anebaptllism,
The Anabaptists have not innovated, Neither have they caused
more disturbance than did Christ Himselffﬂffhe secona objecticn
is that believers' baptism is incompatible with the ideal of
true Love, H#tbmeier disagrees because lLove anug Truth go hand
in hand, end his teaching is unguestionabliy true,

From this point the discussion moves again into the
historical area, Oecolampadius argues that Jgaobaftism is
right because it has not been forbidden since the tiwe of the
Apostles, Hfbmaler does not see that this is an undeniable
procf and refers the discussion back to the Scriptural sources.
He delights in taunting his cpponents by asking why no one has
printed & book on the subject, "Christ ordained g&aobuptlsgax
He has waited seven years for its appesrance, but in vain.

The most interesting portion of the second major
aivision is Qecolampadius' attempt to suppert pedobaptism by
recourse to the unity between the Old and New Testawents,

Hibmaier cannct fathom any such unity; He asks how there can

be such a relationship between an old physical covenant and

the new spiritual covenant? Paul's references are to an inward
circumcision of the soul, not to a visible and external ceremony.
What 1s more, the baptism of Christ is exclusively u New Testament
ceremony. One's acceptance inbto the general spiritual fellow-

ship of Christ is vastly different from a particular gathering

19, Appendix #XIV, p. 3.
20. Ib;d., Pp. 4—6.
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into & socio-religious community.zlylt is to be regretteu that
Hibmaier fails to enlarge upon this point. From other wriilings
it is clieer that he sees New Testament baptism as something
unigue, It has no counterpart or previous examp.ie, because ils
Uriginator was unigue and without counterpert, Christ came to
tdisperse the shadows of the Old Testement," of which circum-
cision is one, and to bring a New Covenant., To unite circume
cision to Christian baptism according to Blbmaier, is to devalu-

ate Christ's gift,

B, Bicodsburg, Juiy to Deceuwmber, 1563

Refreshed after two pleasant months in Augsburg, Hlbwaier
and his wife decided to leave the city and travel to Moravia
where a unique experiment in universal religious toieration was
in progress, Under the protection and patronage of the noblie
lords Hens and Leonhard von Liechtenstein, several Protestant
groups were existing side by side in an attitude of mutual
respect, HHbmsler could not resist such an attracilion., He and
hls wife arrived at Nicolsburg during July of 1526, having
traveled by way of Ingolstadt and Regensburg.

Among the first of Hflbmaler's contacts were the Lutheran
preachers, Hans Spitalmaier and Oswald Glaidt., These men had
won the Liechtensteln brothers to the Protestant cause. They
were both Bavarian which was an aid to their early friendship
with Hilbmaler.

Concurrent with Hlbuaier's appesrance at Niccisburg

was the arrival of Martin G8schel, This man had been & sub-

£1, Ibid,.,, pp. le-14,
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bishop of Olmlitz and later the Provost of & convent at Kanitz,
He swung to the theclogical left through the teaching of

Paul Speratus. After renouncing his former alliegisnce, he
left the convent, taking one of the puns as his wife., OUnce in
Nicoisburg he assumed the tesks of Patronst at S5t. Wenzel's
church and was in a position of considerable infliueuce,
Hilbmaler hoped to win him to Anabaptism, This helps to ex-

piain the deadication of Der Uraliten und ger neuen leeren Urtaidl,

No doubt Hibmaier realized thet a man of his stature cousd be

very helpful in his own re-establishament,

I'nroughout 15£6, Ansbaptists continued to arrive in
the city. Many of H8bwaier's friends were numbered among the
Swiss portion of the migration. One of the most important of
these was Simprecht Sorg, surnamed Froschauer, who arrvived with
a complete printing press and the anticlipation of a thriving
business to be buiit upon the publiishing of religious tracts.

One authority reports that twelve thousand Anabaptiscs
moved into the city, aud ancther mentions thatl six thousand

O

re-beptisms were administered before the end of the year.baéQ
the surface, this wmass movement of people seewed to be what
Anebaptism needed, As smail and isolated groups, there was
iittle hope of surviving the might of Austria ana the united
Swiss kantons., With the strength of numbers their survival
appeared more secure., It requires wore than numerical strenglih,

however, to succeed with a cause, There must be socwe unifying

Bk e ﬁitteraorfer, Et sua pestifera doctring fere totam
LGl &C Dagnam AUE a¢ parten i

nigcit,and Kessler, Johaun,
r, Baithasar Hilbmeier und die

an, PPe +kT=-1i8.
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principle and & common goal to which all members of the group
are devoted and toward which &ll are striving. ©Such a univy
was lacking among the verious wings of Anabaptism that sought
& new home in Moravia., A general invitation had been made to
all persecuted groups, and among Lhose who accepted could be
seen every faction which was listed under the "Anasbaplist"
classification,

Three other ocutstanding figures were drawn into koravia.
These were Leonhard Schiemer, later known as "the first Ana-
baytist bishop in Austria," Hans Schiaffer, one of the well-
loved preachers of the evengelical aspiration and Hans Hut, the
anarchlist and diseciple of Thomas Minger,

Hut was the kind of an individual, like Jan of Leyden
and Thomeas Einzer, whose character dces not improve with the
passing of years or the dimuing of memory, He was cruel,
bigoted e&nd ruled by an all consuming passion for self-éggran-
dizement. It is largeliy because of him and men of hig stripe
that Anabaptism gained the nauseous reputation it has carried
cown through the centuries,

Hans Hut was born at Hein near Grimmenthal in Franconia,
Be began his professional career as a book-binder, but became
an itinerant book-saleswan leter in life, In this capaecity he
traveled extensively throughout Wlrtemberg and Bavarlia, meeting
Amportant religious figures such as Denck, MHnzer ana Hetzer,
and offering to handlie the sale and distribution of their
writings. Freguenting the roads so much he often met other
travelers with whom he enjoyed discussing current topics of the
day. DBecause of one of these chance meetings, he was won to

the anti—ﬁ?dobaptist idea. It was Thomas llinzer who finally
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gave alrection to Hut's desire for récognition. Near Franken-
pnausen in 15z4, Hut-acciaentaxxy involived himself ip & sporadic
peasant revoit, He wag robbed, und wouid heve been kiiled hud
not knzer intervened at the right moment. Hut showed his
gretitude by sdopting Minzer's millevarianism, The purification
of the world by the forceful overthrow of magistracy was the
principal tenet of this persuesion., On Pentecost Sunday of
1555, Hut told the congregation of Jorg Haug at Bibre that the
hour had come for the oppressed to slay all magistrg%es with
the sword, God bad comuissioned them to this work.duéut was
convinced Uhat God had chosen him for &« particuler wministry.,
Eis success was astonishing, Before wany months passec he was
prociaimed the ieading diviner of prophetiec signs. The immi-
nent Second Coming of Christ was the beginning and end of his
thought, The expected Turkish invesion was to be the finmal
sign at which all Christisns were to fiee to the fourests and
awalt the dawning of the new age. In the meantime Christ's
people coulia grepare the way by striking the death blow to
this world's rulers., Toward the end of December of 1526, he
preached this Gospel ab Nicoisburg, and not without effect.
In the cne area where the Ansbaptists were free to folluw thelr
conscience, Hut proposed that they shouid revolt ana siay their
noble patrons, 1This mudness brought Hut ageinst Hibmaier, who
appreciated the security of Meravie «nd the proteciion of power-
ful nobiiity.

Prior to HBut's earrivel, Hébmeier was sctive consolicat-

ing his position and seeking to bring unanimity out of the

£6, Loserth, op. cit., p. 4181,
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vastly divergent Anabaptist group. This was no smal% task as
the temperaments of all ;arties had to be taken inte consider-
aticn. As z moderate, he had more hope of success than a
strong advocate of either extremiét group, but his moderating
influence could not be exerted unless he was recognized as the
undisputed leader, As so often happens, Hilbmaler's success was
anothert's failure, The struggle for supremccy alienated the
affections of several imporiant people such as Syitalmaier and
Glaidt, The growth of factions and the numerical improvement
of Hut's opposition party were the unfortunate later resultis,
When Hlibmaier arrived in Moravia he tound a large
Protestant party, but only a few Anabsptists, The latter
group knew the true story of his iife end work in Waidshut,
but the majority knew him only through the slanderous attacks
of his enemies, The lies had to be refuted before his work
couid begin, With this in wind he wrote Eip kurtze FEntschul-

e/ .
gléubig menschen, It was finished toward the ciose of July

or the beginuning of August, 1526,

In this tract he lists some of the "ludicrous fables"
which have been circulated about him; i. e., that he is pos-
sessed by devils, has burning crosses on his heeis and goai's
feet, He then goes on to deny the various sasccusations,

"i, He yreaches Christ, not a new teaching.

©e Nary woes a Virgin, before ana after Christ's
birth,

. The BSaints are to be honored as God's tcols,
but not as objeects of petition,

4., Praey without ceasing, but o not mumole,

24, Appendaix #XV,
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5, Pasting wmeans teuperance, Lere are no such
things as forbidden foods,
6, To hold the Sabbath is to coniespiate your sin,
7. Confession is good, bul oniy to God, -
8, To be valid, the teaching of the Fathers has
to agree =ilh Scripture.
9, One wiil be busy enocugh living up bc his
Baptismal vows, Monastlc vuws are unnecessary.

10, Sing and read in church if you so desirve, butl
make sure bhat your utterances come from the
heart.

il., Extreme unction is idolatrous, What one truldy
needs is the spiritual unction of Luke 10:54
ana James S3ld,

12, There are three baptisms, Spirit (inward in
Faith) Water (outsard in coniession) Biocod
(sartyrdom or death). These are the three
signs of 1 John 5;7; James 5:4,

15, The true beptism has been obscured by
pedobaytisu,

14, The altars on which Christ is daily cruci-
fied should be broken up, and the weworial
Supper instituted,

15, The Kass is the 1dol of Deniel 1i:38,

16, Christ himself was calied & rebel and a
prophet simultenecusly, No preacher has
devoted himself to Seriptursd preaching more
than Blbmaier and no one maintoined with
greater vigor that magistracy 1s of God and
should be vbeyed, On Lhe other hand, he
has preached that magistracy should rule
afler God's Will, He has tithed 1/é and
not Just 1/10 of his income,

i7. Tone guvernmental counecilis atl SchafThausen
and Z#rich did not want to hear the Gospel.
His petitions of 1544 received no clear
renuncistion, He left Ingolistedt and
Regensburg honorably and without coersion.,

18, He is not & Lutheran heretic because he has
constantly been open to further instruction
and enlightenment. Only cne person has
accused him of false oplinions and that is |
Zwinglli who prefers to tesch his faith with
the aid of the executicner,

19, The megistracy should not use its Sword
against the innocent, or it wili. be lurned
against them, Magistracy should listen,
as did God, to hear if Oodom and Gomorrah
deserved to be destroyed,

&0. Articles of Faith and disputations should
be Judged according to the Scriptures.®

This tract was soon foliowed by another entitled,

Ein ainfeltige underricht/ suff die Wort/ Das ist der Leib mein/
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in dem Nachimal Christi?s/The introauctory eulogy of the

Liechienstein brothers snd itheilr city of Bicolsburg seems, at
first glance, to be extravagant and artificizl, Hibmaler com-
parss Leonhart to Samscn and Nicclsburg to Emmaus, He writes,
"As the original discipies spread the Guspel from FEmmaus, let
this new Emmaus be the centler fr?m which the guickened Gospel
will spread over all’the world.“&eét should be remembered
that Hiibmaier had not known such noble patronage before. He
ilocked upon Nigolsburg zs & city of refuge and was grateful
for the security it offered.’

In the body of the work HEbmsgier joins hands with
the other reformers in the general battle sgeinst Rome, If
the Romen couception of the Mass were to be made obnoxious in
the minds of the people, an attack bad to be made ujon the idea
of transubstantiation, Hiibmsaler contributes noithing new to
the destruction of this dogma, He oniy declares himsélf us a
member of the winning tesw, Conseguenily, we fall to encounter
the same incigive thought in this writing ss that permeating
his originel ideas of baptism, This is not to say that he
approves of Luther's consubgtantiation theory, Hilbwmaler sees
the Supper as & memoriai of Christ's sacrificiel act. What-
ever Grace comes through the ordinence is a resuit of the
communicants stbitude, The person who is joined to his neigh-
bor ih brotherly love receives a spiritual blessing,

Hbusaier begins by reviewing the great number of

Fuchsristic idess which have feund thelir way into Roman thought

£b. Appendix #XVI,
«€., Ibid., p. 9.
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and debate, This iz aone bto combat the Rowan Cathulic argument
thaet reformed thought has too weny polots of vicw Lo be of any
Vaiue.avﬁe eacourages hils recders to gy to the Bible for their
answers., The truth eaunnot be uncovered in suy other way., At,
this point, nowever, the Bibie pussages cited (Hatthew EG:EE-
£9 ana Hark la:zaﬂaS) are noi seif-explanatory. Ciarificaiion
must be found in Luke &Zsiv-RU and I Coriathiens il:80-86.
"Ihis 1s my body" camnot be understood without Peuld's explana-
ticn Go the Cerinthians, "Do thig in reuwembrence of me,®
Hibmeler foliows his treinlug by rescriing Lo the femlliar ruie,
permitiuntur ub eorum predicestis,
which he trans.ates as, "The preceding vwords shell be made

w8/
understendable by chose that folliow,.® Therefcore, when the words,

"This is my body?® are spoken they rekindle the memory of

Christ's act in the mind of the falthius communicent, In other

woras, "Tnis is wy budy," %, . .in rewewbrance of me." If one

parcskes in falth, he e presces grolitude for his salvation,

Nothing chunges the mature of the elements. The change cecurs
29/

in the scul.,

HObamaicr now gives his cuswers Lo geveral eucharistie
theories. Ageinst trensubstantiation be says, "If one main-
tains that Che bread is litereldly the budy of Christ, then lhe
partaker mist admit the gruesome proggect of actuaslly taking
Christ!s physical body in his hends, tearing it in pieces, dis-
tributing it and chewing it with his teeth." Consubstantiation

dogs not seew te¢ be & better ansuer to the prcbiem, Hibmaier

— e - B e S
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©9, Lbid., p. 40,
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fails to rind a New Testament suggestion that the rigure or form
of Christ's body is hidlUen under the element, He writes,
"Christ did not say, 'iuy body is under the form of this Bread,!
If ne had saida this, the ordinance could not be performed to-
day because the word 'Hoe! would not then have been used with
reference to the bread, but to the figure, The bread would
have vanished with His utterance, Conseyuently, the physical
body pr Christ must be present before the priest can say cne
ﬁord.EO/In Hlbmaier's estimation consubstantiation only con-
fuses a simple matter, The theory is toe philogophical,

He next meets the argument that the iliterald words of
Christ are true., Christ szid, "Ihis is my body," so the bread
must be His body. Hlbmaler answers from a negative point of
view, He argues that Christ slso said that no one could be
His disciple who did not hate his father and mother, "But,"
says his fictitiocus opponent, "the following words, 'for the
sake of the Gospel! clarify that statement," HHbmaler as-
sents, but adds that in a similar manner the words, "In remem-
brance of me," clarify, "This is my body." He then gathers a
host of examples to illustrate that the trup? of an issue can
be reached only by comparing several texts.dl/

Hilbmaier draws eight conclusions about the Supper from
Matthew £6:26-c9. These are:

"i, One cannot celebrate the Supper alone, There

must be others in attendance,
£. Christ took, broke, and distributed comuon
bread, not the Figure of it.

5. The elewents need not be consecrated. The
giving of thanks suffices,

30, lbid., p. i4,
$i., 1bid., p. 15, \
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4, Christ offered Himselif to His disciples in
remewbrance, The disciples did not off'er Him,
He did not say, 'Sacrifice me," but ftacke from
mwe,'" Therefore, the Mass is no sacrifice,

5., Christ commanded ug to 'eat,'! He did not
commwand us to demonstracve with the elewments,
elevate them three times, or to walk around
with them,

6, Christ intended that the bread should be a
present remembrénce of Him, Both Luke and
Paul testify to this., :

7. Christ commands us a&lli to drink from the
chalice, '"Drink ye all, of it,?

8, Similarly, the wine is the present remembrance
of Chg;?t's shed blood, It always remains
wine j~%

Hbwaler lays great siress on his last point, "IT is
the duty of each individual," he says, "to decide for himself
if nhe has & genuine desire to partake of the elements., This
must not be done in a casual fashion.® Since the Supper is
the culmination of true discipleship, each participant uwust
understand the Gospel commands and be at one with his neighbor
in brotherly love,

He closes with this thoughts "Christ will return in
body in the same menner in which He left. Therefore, 1t is our
Guby to awalt His return wifh.yatience and not to search for
Him in the bread and wine.go/

Soon after the publication of this tract, Leonhard and
Hans von Liechtenstein decided in favor of Anabaptism. Coun-
viaced that Hbmaler's leaching was true, they submiited to
baptism after publicly confessing their faibh?é/ﬁﬂbm&ier's

reputation grew immensely after their conversions and his

1 Ibi . ipe 18=-£0. &8. Iblu.. P 24

O o Eeck,’Jggef 11, Lie Gaschiehts:ﬁﬂc&gﬁ der dWieder-
tiuter in Oesterreich-Ungarn, Bd. ALLI11, "Fontes Aerum
Austriacarum" (Hist, Comm. Kaiserl. Akad, der Wiss., in Wien),
Carl Gerdld's Sohn, Wien, 1883, p. 406,
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church orgenization went forward unbindered. In & general
sense, all factions were united behind his lesdershiy and
w#orking towards a ccmmon objective,

On December Z2lst, HHbmaler sent znother writing to
Froschauer, 1t closely resembles several of his former tracts
and deads with baptism and the Supper., He exploits his latest
hriumyh by presenting the materiael as a discussion between the

Liechtenstein brothers, The titlie is Ein Christennliiche

lLeértafel/ die ein Yediicher mensch ee und er im Wasser getaufft
55/
wirdt/ vor wissenn solle,

Another glimpse into the Roman theological education of
sixteenth century furope is provided by his introductory wards.
Cne of BHbmeaier's duties at Ingolstadt was the examination of
candidates for the cowl and cioth, He found that most of thege
were ignorant of Christianity's basic doctrines, It will be
remembered that he earlier confessed his ocwn deficlency in this
regard. He writes:

"ian wir haben ye, als Exeminatores, verhbrer
vond beysitzer etlich vil Ptraffen vn l8nch
gmacht, W&ihe all vber einen hauffen, nit
gewlsst die wenigsten Epistel Pauij, zfluer-
telltschen, Ja nit pecht lesen, . .Darmit
ich aber solhe mein vnnwissenhayt mit melner
aigne schamrdtte bezellge so sag ich vnuer-
holen, vn Got waise das ich nit lellg, das
ich alilso zu eine Doctor in der heiligen
Schrifft (wie man den die Sophisterey genent
hat) worden bin, vn hab doch dise Christeliche
Artickien so hierin in dem klainen Biechlen
begriffen, nit verstande. Ja auch dantzmal nye
kaine Euangelisten, noch Epistelen Paull vom
Anfang bilss an das end gelesen, was m8cht ich
den fdr ein helliig wort cnder geleert oder
jnen gepredigt haben,no6

35, Appendix XVII.
36, 1bid., pp. 6~-2,
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God's Word is fundameéntal to & whelescme Christianity, 1t
must strive not only to effect an inward transformation, but
also to encourage a public stand for Christ. And fourthly,
God's Love must bﬁ the source of preaching, and evangelism
4l
must be its aim,

Hibmsier shares some thoughts on free will during the
remainder of his discussion, but these are yet half-formed,
He later devotes two major tracts to the problem which will
be examined in due course.

The writing closes with answers to two (uestions:

4/
Bfhat 18 eternal 1ife?" anc "Who wilil receive it?® He writes:

"Es ist eln ewige, sichere vn freudenreiche

anschawung des G8tliche angsichis, wdichs
von anfang der Welt beresyttet ist allen
Christgl#ubigen die erftiiiet hioben die
werck der barmhertzighayt an irem nechsten,
unnd da ist den wun, freud, frid, ridw vnd,
alle gicherhait in die ewigkait.?®
Eternal life is prepered for such Chrigtian peopie as Christ

characterizes in the Beatitudes.

In order to guard eageinst the growth of schisms,

Hbmaler devoted the iast weeks of December, and the fifsb few
days of January to the writing of four tracts. These were of
special importance to his church organization., If the congre-
gation were united behind his ideas of the Supper, church dis-
cipline, excommunication and baptism, the disrupting influence

of certain fanatics coula be checked, if not completely
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thwarted, That he lost no time in preparing the writings
suggests that Hut, heving recently arrived in Nicolsburg, had
Jjoined ferces with the unsteble and rescticnary element and
begun his subversive activity. Hut wes a formidable adversary
whose influence could be disastrous,

In order of their writing these four tracis seft
Hlbueler's hande: Ein Form des Nechtwsals Christi, Von der
Briederiichen straff,

Teuffen

steniichen Baun, and Ein

Aiready a rcmarkably high levei of church organiza-
tion had been achieved at Nicoisburg., This fact speaks well
for HUbmaier's ability to deal with people who were proud of
thelir religious independence, Ihe Nicoldsovurg church was
organized in the following manner. Hflbmaler occupied the
position of "preacher" or Diener des Evapngeliums. As the
spiritual leader, his first task was to interpret the absciute
authority of Scripture to the fiock. After the dissolution
of the Nicolsburg congregation the preachers were seisecied
from the group as a whole and ordained by the chosen eiders.

luwediatedy under HUbmaier in the scadle of authioridty
was Une bishop., His cuties were to hedp the preacher in the
Communion service wnd to perform other simpie duties in con-
nection with baptism, The office was huncruary and bestowea
upon the noble Patron of the church,

There were thrve offices in the third eccldeslasticeld
grade, Missionary work was done by Yaposties", sub-preucners
substituted for the pastor when he was absent, and "helpers®
did the work of functionaries. Economic stress awong the meto-

bers was alieviated by & group of soeiul workers, The church,
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as a whole, decided major issues and bud the finai word in the
vrdering of practice.

The worship services were extremely sisipie. FPreaching
heid the centrali position, but it was closeiy foliowed by conm-
mon prayer, exhortation and thanksgiving. The Supper was never
celebrated uniess a sermon had preceded it., Ihe services be-
gan with & hywn and ended wlith prayer., 7The exact order of
events wilii be given during the discussion of Ein Form des
Necntmal risti, DBaptism anae Cumsunion were the major ordi-
nances, adthough marriage anu ordination were {later raised to
positions of greater spirituadl 1myurtance%é/£ith siight local
variation cthis church polity wes retalned by mainstreaw Ana-
baptisn,

Returning tov the first in this latest series of tractus,

Ein Form des Nuchbtmals Christi, we find that Hibmaler hes left

w4/
behind his degmatic reasons for the celebration of the Supper,

He feels that these have been adeguabely covereu in Ein ain-
feltiger Unterricht. Now he wants to present « guiue for the .
church to follow in its Comwunion service, fhere are ten sieps:

"l, Where end when the ocrdinance will be ob-
served is Lo be announced earliy enough to
al.ow members o be informed., ALl necessaly
arrangewents are to be macve before hana,

2. The service should begin with & geaneral con-
fession of sin, whereby the priest anu the
congregation kneel and ask for God's for-
giveness and Grace. Their prayers shoudd
foliow this form:

tFPather, we huve sinnea in the sight
of heaven and are unworihy to be
calied Thy chiiuren, bBut if Thou
wilt give us one wora of assurance

45, Beck, op, cit,, "Introduction,"

44, Appendix #XVIIL.
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our souls wilili be cleansed., Gou is
gracious to sinners. The Alwighty,
eternal ana werciful Coc wilt have
compassion upon our sgin, release us
through His Grace and purge us from
a4l sOrrow anu uncleanness., He wil Q
dead us into eternal life through
Jesus G rist, cur Lord and Redeenmer,
Amen, 145/

S« Now the priest seats himself among the congre-

%

€.

gation, expobed)the Seriplures anc admonishes
his flock to be resciute and earnest in the
faith,
Thereafter, the men may ssk guesiions about any
parts of the exposition which they do not under-
stand, 'The women of the congregation are to
remain silent, but if they shouid desire to
learn something, let them ask their husbands
in the privaecy of their cwn homes, in order
that alld things may be ordered gfier Lhe com-
mand of I Corinthians il:i4,14®
The woras of instellotion cover four main as-
sects of the Christian iife,
§a3 Beliief in Christ's redeeming death;
b) A sincere longing after the heavenuiy
breaa by which one expects a spiritual
betterment;
(¢) The duty to minister to others as Christ
ministered to us;
(d) To stimulate brusheriy love among the
brethren.
The breaking oi breuad does not make the fellow-
ship, but where the feliowship is felt in the
soulg of the people, there is the bread broken.
Just as water baptism is a yubxic testimony of
Christian feith, s¢ is the bu$per & public
testimony of Christian Love.®
#hen this affirsstion is mede any one may pur-
ticipate in the Supper who can say that Gou has
mace him master of his fiesh in Uhe constant
attempt to destroy sin., A true Christian can
say this, but nol one who stiil iives in the
Olda Adaw, God can give men the desire to con-
guer templtation and do good to his feliow men,
God will forgive the inevitable incompietion,48/
A prayer for the strengthening of Faith and
Love 1s foliowed by a silent contempiation of
Christl's suffering. The silence is bruken by
the unison repeating of the Lord's Prayer,
4 -

45, Ibid., pp. 2-3.
46, Ibid.. b. 4.

47. Ibldo’ Fie 5“'11
adl, IOLQ., File O
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8. The priest then explains that the bresada and
wine are not actually Christ's body awnd
blood, as people have beiieved for so long."

This is foliowed by a form of litany in which the communicants
assent to four propositions of the Christian FPaith, These are:
(1) love to God; (&) love to one's neighbor; (3) submission to
church discipline, and (4) aesire-to participate in the Supper.
Ihis litany 1s callea Die Liebepfiicht end the first section is
as foliiowss

"Ir bruder und schwestern, wollent ir Got
in der kraft seips helilgen und lebenuigen
worta, vor in und ob alien dingen lieb-
haben, 1o allaln diene, eeren, anbette,
vnd seinen name furan heiligen, auch
euren fleiscnliche und sundigen wilien
seinem gotliichen willen den er durch sein
iebenndlg wort in euch gewirckt hat,
underwurfiich machen zum leben und tod,
S0 sag ein §?dllcher in sonderhayv,

ICH WILL,"%

"o, After the Liebegf%icht is pronounced, the
Bishop takes the bread, iifts his eyes to
heaven and gives thanks, After this the
priest takes the bread, breaks it and gives
the words of instelletion, The bread is
then distrivbuted, In iike manner the cuy
is given to the congregation, When all
have partalen, the pricst says, 'As often
a8 you eat thils bread, ana drink of this
cup, you uo show forth the Lord's death
till He come, "V

iU, The priest concludes by admonishing all the
participants to exemplify Christ in their
actions and to encourage brotherly love
among themselves, One facet of this love
is to warn an erring brother of his sin,"®

This work was dedicated to Bureuno von Cornitz, another of the
infiuentisal Moravien noblemen.

The second trect in this series of practical guides is

‘q}gq m&.’ P‘J. i—b“"i’l’.
50. lbid., pp. 17-18.
* Nellher a literal, nor & complete transiation.
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Von cer Briederlichen §trg§f§l/Habmaier begins ugol the yremise
that there can be no church where broctherly discipline is .
wanting, even if the Supper and baptism are properly held. He
expliains this by relterating that the baptism of an individual
carries with it the rescolution to live @ new life in the com~ ~
pany of other beliievers., The local congregatlion represents a
nparticular® segment of the "general® Church to whose Wiil
all mewbers are obllged to conform. An honest survey forces
one to admit that people are weak and remain sinners after
baptism., For this reason there must be some spiritual purga-
tive oyerabiné within the Church to rid it of the corruption
caused by hugﬁn inadeguacies, This purgative 1s brotherliy
discipline.sdéhe best reason for 1is use, according to hHilbmaler
is man's tendency to defend himself with convenient halif-
truths, Two of these are, "Falth alone justifies," and "The
human will is notv free to do good," HUbmaler argues thal
these words were never intended as proof Uexts under which Che
persistent sinner can take shelter. c?h@ Gospel injunctions
are not parts of an expedient ethic.ad/

He now discards any lists of sins against which one
may check his own, ano draws a general difference between
fopen® wnd "hidden" sin., Sin perpetrated publicly to the
agetriment of the church shouid be publiecly combated after the

examples of Jesus anc Peul, FHidoen sin should be dealt with

in secret; first by the two parties concerned, then by two or

51. Appendix #XIX,
52. Mi; Q_t-f- —‘ﬂ.»“':-;’.
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three witnesses if the first effort fails, and finally by the
church in general. The witnessesg are necegsary becsuse the
offended party is a guilty sinner hi@self end mway require the
removal of & beam from his own eye.Sqéf the matter cowmes before
the whole church, the erring sinner should be remindea of his
baptismal vows and given opportunity to repent, If he accepts
this opportunity, appropriate punishment may be set. I he
refuses, he should be excluded from the felicwship.

Hubmeier is convinced that infant baytism is a detri-
ment for those who might be saved by Christian chastisement,
One who was baptized as an infant can claim 1gno§§nce of the
vows done for him, ang iumunity from punishment.JO/

In conclusion, Hibmelier returns to the maln theme.
"Some," he says, "argue that baptism and the Supper are oniy
gutward signs, so why quarrel about thew, The fact is that
Christ established them for the founcations of His Church,
the improving of faith ana love, and the overthrow of sinners
through brotherly discipline. Where the baptismel vow is
lacking there can be no punishment, and thereby, no Church,
There would be no way of cetermining who 1s, or who ls not a
member in good st&nding."ab/ |

Hibmaier's next writing, Von dem Christenlichen Banu,

5%/
begins where the former finished. He purposes to give the

meaning of the ban, an explenation of the Church's rigint to

use it, und the form of its exercise.

S5¢, Ibid., pp. 7-9.
56, 101G, py. P=i0.
56, 1bid., pr. 10-16,
57. Appencix #XX.
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"It is to notice that the ban 1s the public
exclusion of the persistent sinner from
the felicwship of the Chrisclen Church,
according tc the command of Chrisc, The
purpyose of the ban is to preserve the goud
name of the Church, and to insure that
) weaker members will not be led astray by
another's sin, It also serves to compedl
the sinner to betier himself,n58/
He goes on o explain that Christ gave the power of The Keys
to His dlisciples before He ascended into heaven (Matthew
i6319; 18:18). This power was given to the believing fellow-
ship as & whole and nol to & specific segwent of Chat fellow-
59/
ship, The first Key uniocks the portals of the Church for
those who have found forgiveness and have been baptized ugon
thelr cunfession of faith, Defore His ascension no one
pUssessed this key but the Master, Consequentiy, John had
Lo direct those he baptized to Jesus. Afterward, this key
was given toe the Cohurch to preserve until Christ's return,
if one is adswant that Christ is bo?iiy in the Bupper, he
©U
deprives the Church of this power, The second key provides
the Church with the power o exciude,
In the beginning God held absoiute right to both
Keys, bul this right was transferred to Jesus, whoc in turn
61/
doagned it to His diseiples until the Parousia,
Hitbmaier follows this introductory word with a sug-
gested form for the ceremony of excomwunication, The priest
first advises the sinner that he has one lasl chance Lo remem-

ber his vows, and a final opportunity to rencunce the Devil

56, Ibid., .
so: Bk +
60. Ibid., p.

0L, Lbid., p.
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and the Flesh, Parts of the spcech are as follows:

nBrother _ s 1t is ay auty o remind you
of your Vows and your pledge of love, You
gublicly gave the former at your baptism,
and the latter you have given in the bresk-
ing of bread before God, the Pather, Scn and
Holy Spirit., You willingly pledged to honor
the Chrigtian feilowship. You confessed
your faith in Aimighty God and our Lord
Jesus Christ; affirmed your desire to extend
brotherliy iove to your nelghbor, and allowed
God's Wiil to reign in your-life. 4s you
have not fulfillied these pledges, you are
hereby given over to brotherly discipline
according to Christ's commend in Mat, 18318
« + sBecuuse of your discbedience, and in or-
der that we mwey not be made participants in
your gins te our eternal dampation and punish-
ment, WE EXCLUDL YOU from cur felliowship and
recommend you to the Devil for the destrue-
ticn of the flesh that 397 Splrit may be
saved at the Last Day.n>%

The fate of & person thus excommunicated was not
plieasant, The membershipy could have nothing to do with him,
but neither could they do¢ him bodily harm, He could be com-
forted in time of deeprsorruw, but all nermal acts of Irlend-
iliness were to cease.ﬁé/

To guard against a tyrannical uge of' the ban, Hbmalier
cites various Justifisble offenses. They alil deal with'bxas-
phemy or trespass egainst the ordinances for which the ofTender
is not prepered to meke zmmends. The nume of t%e excluded per-
son was to be circulated tu cther fellcwships?é The locse way
in which RRome used excommunication As reveolting to Eflbmaler.

Failing to pay & tithe to the value of three shillings)worth

of hazelnuts is not sufficient grounds as far as he is concerned,

62. Ibia. 3 Py. 9-‘11‘
68, dbid., pp. 1i-i6,
64, Itid.. pp. 18-19,
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He concludes with an appeal Lo the nobles to encourage
the institution of church discipline, Without it there is no
possibility for life uunder the rule of Chris??/ The manger
scene analogy at the end suggesits that the work was completed

during Christmes week of 1526,

fhe final instructive pemphlet in this series 1is

His purpose agaln is to provide a procedural plan for Uhis
lmportant church ordinance, The writing is addressed to UThe
nobleman Jan von Dubschanski) and requesis that he examlne this
desceription of the KNicoldsburg practice to see if 1t agrecs with
the Scriptures,

Four procedural steps must be foiiowed by one who
desires baptisum,

The candidate must {irst present hiwself to the bishop
for examination in the basic articles of the Christian raith,
If he proves to be knowledgeable and sincere, the bishop will
present him to Cthe church and ask that inlercessory prayer

be made for him. After a short vocal prayer is given,the

bishop will recite the Apostles' Creed and ask the candidate

Lo affirm each article, He must then dencunce the Devili, staie
that, with God's help, he will change his manner of living, and
agree to suffer yuﬁishment at the hands of the church 1if he
transgresses his vows. When he reqguests buptlism agaln, he ig
baptized by affusion in the name of the Trinity to the for-

siveness of sin. Heception into the church is completed when

65, Ibid., p. 19,
66. Appendix FXXI
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the bishop places his hunds on the candidatéds head and asks
for another intercessory prayer from the membership.67/

Hlbwaler belleves that this form of beaptlsm reveals
three grave errors in the practice of baptism current among
other groups., Firstliy,"dost of Furope is being deceived by
the baptism of infants who are not capable of receiving it."
Secondly, "The Supper 1s being celebrated by people who have
never been baptized, in spite cf Acts ZL:42.% .Habmaier en-
larges upon this point by saying that some consideration should
be given to weak people when they err in unimportant things
such as the celebration of Roman festivals and The observance
of food restrictions, They should be allowed to roilow their
habits until proper instruction can be given, But thlis 1s nct
the case when Lhelimportant commands of Christ are veing 1g-
nored or misconstrue&. Ko toleration may be given to those
who err in their observance of Baptism and the Supper. These
ordinances are the foundations 0f the church.

Thirdly, Hilbmaler observes that some groups are com-
mitting a grave error by attributing a sacramentald significance
o the baptismal water. This ls felse and idolatrous. The
true Secrement is found in the baptismal vow, and the love oath
sworn by the brethren, Thus, the Sacrament occurs only once
and 1s sutticlent for all eternity. Therefore, ne who receives
baptism after giving his oath, is not receiving a re-baplisum,
but the true baptism.e&

OQur review of these four instructive pamphlets may seen

67. Ibid., pp. 5-5.
68. Ibld‘, FHe s"‘?n
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overly simplified in view of the lmportant subjecils they dis-
cuss, but that has not been the intent., It will be remembered
that Hbmaler was addressing his thoughts to simpie peocpie who
reguired a straight forward presentation of the lssues atl slake.
If he were going to make his ideas understandable, they had (o
be presented without esbeliishment., Where we would ap reciate
further comment, HUbmaier often falls to give it, Conseguently,
&8s the remaining tracis, books and pamphlels ccwe under our
investigation, only their contents will be given, A summation

of Hilbmaler's thought wili be given in the final chapler.

D. Discord and Strife (Spring of i1527):

Hibseier's suspicion of Hans Hut was Justitied early
in 1527 when the latter's sensational precching made millenial
prophecy the majJor toplic of discussion among the Anabapllists.
Bbmaier's Iorms for ecclesiastical practice seemed dull and
uninteresting when visions of Christ's fined coming, The cul-
mination of all things, and the vindication of the perseculed
remnant, were suddenly open for investigation. 1f the end of
the world were to come in the near futlure, the visible church
needed no organization, 8Soon it was noised about that Hat had
given the peopie more valuable instruction during a few weeks
than had Hbmuier during his six months' ministry.

AU this inopportune moment the Anabaptist communiiy
was shocked by the promulgation of &« nationad war lax to aid in
the impending war with the Cttomen Empire. The law of lhe land
required that everyone must pay, but many ol the Ansbapilists
were pacifists with scruples against the shedding of blocd.

These were balanced by the milltent group which cared litlle
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which side would triumph in the coming struggie. The desiruc-
tion of this world's rulers was all that mattered to them, If
their own magistrates could be forced to lead the procession,
Christ might appear all the sooner,

Hiibmzier was neatly trapped by thisg turn of events, On
the one hand he longed to preserve the uniﬁy he had bulll awong
the Anabsptists, and on the other hand he could not afrord to
alienate the afiections of the Nicolsburg magistracy in whose
hends resided the key to this religious sanctuary., Because of
his own characteristics, he was the only leader who could com-
promise the situation, Had the others placed lhelr conridence
in him, & solution might have been found, but unfortunalely,
this did not happen. The preachers, Augustiin and Bastian,
Bishop Gdschel's chaplain Niklas, Spitalmeier and Glaldt
deserted him and Joined the reacgionaries, Viedemsnn, J8ger,
Adew Schlegei, Burkhard von Ofen and Leonhard Schiemer, This
group then asked Hut to be thelr leader and spokesman, HUbmaier
could see only one thing to do, He pleced his familiar con-
fidence in a jpublic disputetion and proposed that the pros and
cons of war-taxation be given a thorough airing. He asked rirst
that the debate be held at Bergen, but when this was not ac-
cepled, he srranged for a discussion in the castlie of the
Liechtenstein brothers, It is uncertain when this occcurred,
put it must have been during January or February., By March of
1527 Hut had returned to Augsburg.

The majJor topic of the disputation was stated as,
"Concerning the Sword/ whether or not one should use it/ and if
one should pay taxes for war purposes." According to Hans Hadler

of Brlangen, seven other points were discussed; (o wit: baplism,
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the SBuprer, the Righteousness of God, Goed's Judguwent, the end of
the worlid, the new Eingdom and the future coming of Cnrist?QI
Littie rewains as & record of the debate, bul it is
obvicus Irom succeeding events that But so thoroughly exas-
perated the Liechtenstein brothers that they tried to detalin

hiw in the castie. He no doubt put forward ideas such as those

¢nt Artle - predigers zu Nickelspurg.

contained in the

These ares (i) the Gospel shouid not be preached publiely in
the ehurch, but secretly im houses; (&) Christ was tainted by
originai sin; (&) the Virgin was not the mother of God, but
oniy the mother of Christ; (4) Christ is not Gou, but ovnly &
prophet to whom Lhe word of God was given; (o) Christ's death
was not sufficient efficacy for the world's sadvation; (6) no
magistrate may be a Christian; and (8) the angel of God was
bound in the flesh with Christ, UThese articles were later
attributed to HUbmaier, but this has no foundation in fact,

During the first night of his imprisonment, Hut was
rescued by a sympathizer who lowered him over the foriress
wall in & rabblt net, The next day he raised a cry of prctest
and may well have drawn a comparison between his experience
and one of 8U, Paul's at Damascus. Perhaps his hearers agreed
that the Liechtenstein action had been high-handed, bul noune
were wiliing to follow Hut's pian for storming the castie.
Shortly therealter, he Judiciousiy ieft Ricoisburg.

The disputation was widely discussed in Morevia, but

because of conflicting lestimonies, much o Hut's hercsy was

69, Loserth, op. eit., p. 135,
70, 1bid., Appendix 4. a.
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attributed to Hlibmaier, It was sald that he was the author of
the eight Nicolsburg articles., Some of the charges of heresy

and treason brought against him at Vienna may be atiributed to
this eonfﬁsion.

Hut visited Vienna before returning to Augsburg where
be was Tinally captured end imprisoned, He accidentalily set
“fire to his straw bed and died of his burns a few days ia£er.

Hilbmaler worked from March until June trying to repgair
the damage, but this Task was made more difficult by the
estrangement of his former friends and the understandable
doubts of the Llechtensteins, The noblemen never et contl-
dence in Hflbmaler, but they were suspicious of the Anabaptists
as & whole,

Two dogmatic studies concerning the freedom of man's
will apreared under Hbmsier's name during this pericd, YNon
der Freyhait des Wiilen, was finished on Aprii ist, and Das
Ander Biechlein von der Freywiligkalt des menschens leit his
hands on Msy £0th,

Iv 1s'reasonabie to think that Hbmaler's magnum opus
on magistracy, Von dem Schwert, should have appeared prior to
these. Von dem Schwert was not published until June Z4th.
Certainly, HUbmeier must have applied himself to a Justification
of nis stand as soon as possible after Hut fled the city. Per-
haps the books on free will were written before the disruption,
and their publication delayed because of it,.

The first of these tracts, Von der Freyhait des Willens,

is uddressed to Prince George, Count of Brandenburg and the
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nobles of Stettin, Pomerania, Nfirnberg, cnd Hﬁgan.vl/

The book begins with & complaint, Hfbuasier says lhat
the Gospel hss been prezched gincerely for several yezrs, but
& large nuaber of yecpie have grasped only two things, «opd these
are only halif-truths, They know that Justification is by taith
alone, and that they are incapsble of doing good, bscause thelr
wills are in bondsge. In his estimation these half-truths are
worse than positive lies, because they masquerade &g complete
truths and are accepted at fece value by unthinking peojpie,.
It is rutile tc admonish such peopie to lmprove their lives,
because they answer, "We cannot improve; all things cccour
according to God's predestined plen," Hibualer adds, "II you
threaten them with the advice that evil-doers will be thrown
into Hell, they weave a protecting cloak out of fig leaves
and say, 'faith alone saves us and not our works,.!" Hibmaier
is determined to destroy this false doctrine and to explain
Just what one 1is cfpabie of deing tkhrough the inwsrd and out-
ward Grace of Goﬁ?ﬁl

In the following five pages he gives his conception of
maen's three-foid nature using Gen. 2:7 &5 his text, and many
other passages for support. He euwphasizes that man is & cor-
poral and resscnable creature, Out of the following discus-
sion we lesrn thet man consists of three things: body (made by

God out of dust or ashes); spirit (the ilife-giving, resuscitat-

7i. Appendix #XXII, p. €. If s recommendation 429
years ola is of any value, attention shouid be given to the
message penned &b the top of the title page, Tobias Glayt
writes that this book pleased him, FHe has made one or UwWo
other marginali comments in the body of the work,

72, Ibid., py. S-4.
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ing breath); and soul (1ife itself). Hach of these has its

own will and all three wills were affected difterently through
the Fail of Adam, The will of mun's Fiesh does nol wunt to
suffer., The will of the Soul wouid like to sulffer, but it must
accede to the will of!the Flesh, The Spiritts will is euger
and able to suffer?s/

Before the Fall each will had the powsr of determing-
tive action, Each could choose freely between good and evil,
life and death, heaven and bell, After the Fall this power was
aestroyed or severely curtesilied, The Flesh lost its freedom
forever to choose what is right, It can only sin anc return
sgain to whence it came (Romans 7:8, 1 Cor. 15:?%/ The Spirit
remaing as it was formerly, because it is & spark of the
Divine, It has no gullt of 1ts own, but it must participate
as & prisoner in the actions of the Flesh (I Thess. 5:&5??/ The
Soul is grievousiy wounded; so weak that it ceannot begin or
finish any govd action. The tocl of its labor, the Flesh, is
broken and useless., HNevertheless, there is hope for the Soul's
recovery through the power of God's Word, HHbmsier reuaches
this concliusion by recourse to one of his fevorite analiogies,
He says that Adew (the figure of the Soul) did not want te eat
the forbidden fruit, but Eve (the figure of the Fiesh) did.
Because the Zoul was cbedient to the Flesh, man lost the ability
to choose anything except that which pleased his Flesh., The
Scul stili retains the desire for the YgoodY, but it dces not

76/
know how te find it.

75, 1bid., pp. 5-8, 4. Ibid., pp. 10-11.
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The Gospel of Christ solves this dilemma, A faithful .
heering of 1t causes drastic changes ip the will ¢f the Scul
end this is the deciding factor. The Fiesh remainsgs in its
corruption and the Spirit is stiil divine, but the Soul finds
healing end is restored to ils original free state, DBecause
the Soul stands between the Flech and the Spirit ss iLdam stoog
between Eve and God, it can now decide for cither alternative,
Whether & man is saved or damned depends upon the decisien of
his Soul, Christ brings this second chance to man and alds
him in meking the right choica.7?{f man is sincere in his
desire, he wiil be grunted a spiritual rebirth, "¥hat Acam
lost for menkind is recovered by Christ, and, therefore, no one
mey pardon his actions by claiming thet he lucks the freedom

15/
of determinative action,.t

The second booklet,

Wi digkalt des menschens, is Edbmaler's final word on the
sub;ect?a His purpose is to enlazrge on the fact that man is
free to choose the gocd or the evil.

Addressing his Introductory remarks to the lLower Siie-
sizn prince, Fredrick of Lignitz, Hiibmaier presents first a
few thoughts concerning femptation, He sees all men &s sub-
Jeet to it Just as Christ was, Satan is constant in his st-
tempt to interfere with God's Will by leading men inte sin,
Man occupies & free orbit between God and the Devil anu his
oscilliations may place him in the hands of either, Hibmaier

reasons that if man is not free but predestined to one or the

??I ;_m. pl" - 18-25. ?8 . Lgid [ yy . E- 5""32 .
79. Aipendix #XXIII. ’ -
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other destination, he can neither be punished for his guilt nor
praised for his salvation. OUnuiy one who has a false conceplion
of God can say that He dauwns people who are not guilty of their
own sin?o/

For those who have not read Von der Freyhail des

dillens, he recapitulates the major points, iaying particular
emphasis upon the affect of Christ's "widerbrachten fal® upon
man's will, Man is free to choose., The sterility of his Fliesh
mekes no difference to his salvation or demnstion., A host of
texts are usea to support this claim, and strangely enough,
many cowe from the Cld Testament] Some of these are Gen, 4:16fL;
Deut, ll:z6ff,., 30s1l1ff.; Jer, 1l3llff,, B8:3iff.; Isa. 1:19;
) 81/
Mat, ©o:67; Luke <c:l4; Phil, %:13; John 11:11ff,, 8:151ff.
All together 515 texts are cited in this writing aend at Least
1£5 of these are different, HHibnaler never iacked a text to
prove or support a contention,
He carries his love for disputing into yet anocher
tract, Fifty-eight topics are given a cursory treatment in
the second major secticn, Of these the twenty-five listea
below are worthy of mention,
"i. If one doubts that man cannot accomplish the
goud works God commands, he wisunderstaods
the power of God.

&. Lhrough His Word, God recurns tu maen nis
iost freedon,

¢, He wno has expericnced rebirtau will not aeny
freedon,

7. Christ does not commwand something without
giving men the capacity to honor the command,

8. fhe Fiesh wust do toe wild of tue Soud,

. Oniy a spiteful lord would command his pecple

to run & race 1f Cthey were chained down at
the starting iine,

80- ;bld', Po 15. blo ;bial, p;'a 5-1?.
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10, God wiii punish the lie that we are not
subject to sin,

i1l, God meligns Himseif if He invites men but
actualiy does not want them to come,

14. God commands nothing iwmpossible.

2ld. 1T man refuses to do gocd as Goa desires,
he will be punished by being capable of
chousing only the evii,

24, 8in is not sin to those who receive it
as & punishment to be borne with a gooud
heart in order that it may not be laid to
thelr cnarge at the Juagument,

£25. We do not know who God has elected,

6, It is oniy certain that Christ desires the
salvation of all men,

«?, We shoudd listen to Christ and not grieve
ocurselves with the secret thoughts of God.

26, 1t 1s folly to explore Goa's private wili,

8l. When we know what Falth anc Love mean, we
uncerstand Goa's reveaied Will,

o4, The amount of God's Love in us is in propor-
ticn to the death ¢f our Fiesh,

v, Herod sinned by following his innate dispo-
sition to sin., Peter was not similarly
guilty, because he refused to follow that
dlsposivion.

42, God does not will Sin.

45, because be Gees nmol will 1t, we sim out of
disobedience,

SV, 1f God gave us Paradise tuday, we couda not
retain it longer than did Adam,

Ol, Wno, therefore, accuses Adam, accuses hiwselfl,

54, God's Merecy can be seen more cleuriy in the
Pallen Adaem, tnen in tne Adam before the Fall,

55. This is not to say that one should sin in
order that God's Mercy can be seen more cleardy.

87, If one denies that God's Word brings freedom,
he denies the truth of the Bible,"Y&/

Ifne third aivision of the writing contalns Bibmalier's
reactiun to sixtleen biblical texbs. Eviaentiy, eacu one of
Chese nas been useud Lo defend double precestination or the idea
that man can a0 noe good works, Eis answers reflect now heavily
he relies upon the Gifference between Gua's "revealed" and
liconcealed® @Wills, asthough he is quick Lo explain that this

differentiation is maue sociely to clarify (he igsue. God has

84‘3 Ibiﬁn’ Ple -1-?"'23.
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only one Wiil,lbut part of it is unfathomable to man, The six-
teen texts are as foliowss

Homans 9:18. "So then-he has mercy upph whomever he
wills, and he hardens the heart of whomever he willis.," (RSV).
Hflbmaler sees this passage as a reference to God's hidden
#iil, This cannot be examined with a common rule, What is
not revealed to us is none of our concern., We should mealtate
only on Christ's revelation of free pardon to all men?b/

I Timothy &£:4, "Who desires &ll men to be saved and
come to the knowledge of truth." (RSV) and Romans 9:18."For
#ho can resist his wilim (RSV). God's revealed Will may be
seen in the first text. He invites us to come to Him and
receive His Grace, His concealed Will is illiustrated by the
second passage. 1f one ignores His open invitation, he may
expect to be ignored ana spiritually blindau?*;

Romans 9:17. "For the scripture says to Pharaoh, 'I1
have raised you upy for the very purpose of showipng my power in
you, so that my name be proclaimed in zll the earth,!'v(RSV)

The objection arising out of this passage is that God used
Pharach without considering Pharaoh's free wiil. Pharaoh had
to sin, and the Israelites bhad to follow his example, Pharach
wWas nut free to do good. HUbmasier explains thaet since Pheraoh
had sinned terribly, God could have dispatched him in a moment,
but He desisted in order thet Phaeraoh's ultimate downiall would
be the greater, and God's example the more terrlfylng?s/

Kalachi 1:5. "And I hated bksau" (KJ). Romans 9:13,

83 . Ibia .3 PP - 26"‘2‘&? . 8‘4 . Ibid. E] r.[) . 25"'62 .
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"As it is written, 'Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.'" (KSV)
Here seems to be undeniable proof that freedom of the will is
only wishful thinking. Notl s$0, however, according to Hibmaier,
Godts foreknowledge is the concern of these texts, God knew
before time began thal Esau would sin, but Esau was not pushed
in that direction. Through words such as these, Goo dempens
the Jewish presumption that salvation is dependent upon member-
ship in Judaism. Even & son of Abraham can be damned,

At this goint, Hftbmaier inseris an afterthought con-
cerning Romans 8:17. He says that one might gather frow this
text that Pharoah and Pilate were withcut sin if the oppression
of the Jews and the crucifixion of Christ were in the Willi of |
God, Had these sinners acted a&s they did in order that God's
Will could be fulfilled, perheps they would have been guilt-
less., DBut because theyﬂﬁqre motivated by selfish interests,
their deeds were sinful?&/

Romans 9320, "But who are you, a man, to answer back
to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, 'why have you
made me thus?'"(B8V) "Certaeiniy," answers Hilbmaier, "through
His concesied Will Goa can do what He wishes with man., But
through His Grace He has wmade the beligver a vessei of honor,
1f this vessel proves tu be unsound when 1t_i§ brought to the
test, it must bear the responsibility itsel??é

Romens 9316, "So it depends not upon man's will or
exertion, but upon God's mercy." (RSV) Hiibmaier agrees that

of himself no man can dreate goodnese. But the position is
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somewhat different for ¢ bellever upen whom Geoa has shed his
Merecy. OSuch a pérson csn "exert" himself, because it is God
who Mexerts" in him?ﬁj

Il Corinthiens 3:5. YNol that we are sufficient of
ourselves to claim anytbhing as coming from usj our sufliclency
is from God, e¢te,?(RSV) Bfibwaler simply affirms that man can
G0 nothing through his oan power?gf

Philippians 2:18. "For God is at work inm you, bouvh to
will and to work for bis good plessure."(R8V) Ihe auswer to .
this is plain, Man's power to decide for the good is a gift

90/

of God's Grace.

Jeremiah 10182, "0 Lord, I hnow that the way of man
is not in himself; 1t is nel in man that walketh o direct
his steps," (KJ) "A soul that hus not been quickened and en-
lighteved has no sbillity Lo direct itse.f arignt, But Chr.st's
salvation restores this iost capac;ty‘"dl/

Proverbs 16:«. "The Lord hath made alli things for
Himself; yes, even the wicked for the day of evil.," (KJ)
Here H8bmaier takes issue with Sclomon, God has created no
"godlegs" peoplée, Men has gone astray by his own vojition,
and Ged only reserves the judgment for lhe Last Day?‘/

Proverbs 2l:i, not £0; @&s is cited in the wriivang.
"The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers
of water; he turnebh it withersoever he wiii.," (KJ) "Tnis is

Just Solomon'!s admonition to the king to have & mild and gentle

88, Ibid., pr. 40-41, go. 1Ibid., pp. 4l-d2,
90. Ibia., pp. 4e-43. 91, Tbid., 1. 45,

QE - lbid ) y‘i) - “i;‘}_‘-—‘x’* -
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temper, 198/

From the texts John 15:5; I Corinthians 15:10 and
Isgaiah 65117, Hibmaier concludes that the Grace of Ged 1is the
erucisl fector in the szoul's rejuvenation. God hardened the
heart offisrael because of its incessant denlal and liack of
responsef4/

At this point the reformer must deal with the ladea
that Gud is the suthor of evil, Isalab €5:7 reads: "I form
the light, and create darknesﬁ; I make peace, and create evil;
I, the Lord, do all these things." (KJ) Hflbmzier begins on the
premise that there is no evil in God, so He cannot be the
author of it, In the last analysis his argument hinges on the
tiwe proven axiom that God crected man, and man created evil,
Han not only sins in the execution of an evil action, but he
sing duubly by proveking God's rightecusness. The latter sin
carries the greater retrihution?a/ | ‘

He econcludes this writing with an exposition of
I Corinthians 12:6, "And there zre diversities of opersticns,
but it is the same God which worketh all in all.® (KJ) HEfibmaier
urges caution when considering this text because It suggests
that God is the originator of all man's deeds. To¢ be sure,
the whole Blble gives & confusing impression. 1In one pluce it
suggests that God "works" alli good things, zud in ancther it
intimates that wman himself caen do "geod® things, To solve this
problem it is necessgsary to draw g difference betueen two types

of humen actions, Those that are essentizl to the soul's

93. Ibid., p. 44. 94, Ibid., pp. 45-46,
5. 1bid., pp. 47-48.
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saivation @may be avuribatea tu the working of God's Grace, but
Ghouge acilons wnich ndnder the svud's progress wust be aliri-
| 96/
buted Lu a aeleci ia mwaun,
Wiln these concluuing words Hiiomaler claims Chetl he

has exhausied Lhe subjeci,

E. In Defense of Christisn Mugistracys

Hdbwaier diu nob reaiize hal his work was neardy at
ain eld &8 Lhe sixih mponth of 1527 came to Nicolsburg. His
cuaure reg;;neu ils 4USL stabiiley after Hut's withdrawsd, and
e Gally aerrvival of religious immigrants continued to swellits
memwbership, Again Hbuwaier was Ube focal polint of a relligious
pilgrimage as peopie from far and wide came Lo jparticlipate in
e miracle, duey uid not ex}aeu o regelive a bxeaslng Ifrom ihe
Yschbne Earia{“ but Uhe benediction of reilgicus toleration,
Foi' Cuell W€ ielvel was a far greater miraclie, They looked
oii lilibwaier as he symbol of Cne new atvivude., He has often
been frusvrated by his ensmies ana narriea from pi.ce o place
LUt never Ggefeateu., Hach narvow escape strenglhensd the mean-
ing of his mulbto in vhe winds of the people, "lhe truth can-
GOL Ve Sialn.® He was consicered an oracle, and an object of
veneration., He knew how unworcely he was ol such praise, but
Lere was little he ¢ouid 4O Lo discoursge thesze whe found com-
fort in it,

Austria, nowever, saw Lhis oraclie tnrcugh aifferent
eyes. Heresy was roobed ueepiy and spreading rayidly in tne

Babsourg btexrritory. All normel measures for ibs suppression

96' M" Pi). %-51.
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proved ineffectual., Lesser officials of the emplre watched its
spread from their severasl goints of ventasge, but coula not
decide how to cope with it, With Hut ocut of the way tLhere was
no doubt as to where the crushing welght of Austria had to be
placed,

On June Z4th, 1527, H#bmaier published his iast book
as a free man, It represents his appeal to the Christisn to
submit to temporal authority amd to fulfiil the requirements
of citizenship. How ironicsl it is that shortly after defend-
ing the State, he was rewarded with death &t its hands.

Von dem Schwert, ¥in Christennliche erklerung cer
Schrifften, is sadressed to the Horavian government, but it
is actuall% directed to those Anabaptists who deny worldly
authorit;?; Henry C. Vedder appanqu a géon translation of
this writing to his Hubmaler stud;?/

At the outset, the author plieads innocent to the
charge of anarchy. At Weldsit he, wore than any othcy
preacher in the neighborhood, defended the rvights of magistracy.
That he also tried to indicate where magistracy was in error,
is notsufficient reason to condemn him as a disturber of the

99/
pe&ce .

97. Agpendix #XXIV,

98, Veader, H., C,, & Tdbmals
Anabeptists, pp. 875-610. By comyaring Vedaer's translation
wlvn the ariginal writing seversl wmistakes in his arrungement
may be seen, There is an obvious break in thought in the last
sentence of p, 02, Here Vedder uas xo8i & puragraph, 1t is
paragraph £, p. 8 of Appendix #XXIV. The thought may be re-
sumed in the last paragraph on pages 300 and 307, 4iso the sec-
tion translated by Vedder as, "The Last Passage a Sanction of
Hagistraey Awong Christicns" (508) does not belong after the
thirteenth passage, but after the fifteenth, The last two para-
grayhs of the fiftesnth passage actlually belong at the end of
the final passage. 99. Appenuix #XXIV, pp. 2-4.
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Eighteen biblicel Texis are examined in much the same
way &5 were the sixtleen conieined 1o Les Anver Blechieln von

ger Freyullliighkalt deg menschens, There are John 18:166;

Kab, 2B:550f,; Luke 9:54f.; Luke 12:iBff.; Mat, 5:40; I Cor.
6:1-8; Mat, 18:15~17; Mat, D:38-59; Luke 6::9; Eph, 6311aff,;
II Cor., 10s4ff,.; Mat, 5:4d-48; lat, Bikl; Luke ZZ3125ff,;

Rom, i%:19; Eph. 1:£2; Col, 1:18, and Rom. 1831-7.,

The fir:ct two arguments arising cut of these texts
are (1) the Christian's Kingdom is extra-worldly, Therefore,
he owes ne alleglence to temporal gevernments, and (2) Chnrist
forbade His disciples tc uge the sword.

To the first, Efibmaicr enswers that only Christ coula
say, "y Kingdom is not of this world," because He was born
without the biemish of sin., Even if ail pious Christiuns loock
forward to citizenshiy in thaet heavenly Kingdom one day, they
must admit that they are unholy &8s long as they 1ive anc,
therefore, obiiged to suffer under their present rulers,

In answer to the second eargument he advises that
Christ admonished Peter to put hig sword in its sheath. He
did not order nim to throw it away. This means that the sword
is Torbidden to those who have not been eiected to ils use,
or to theose who have taken it to further their own endas, 1f
pigus and godly men have been chosen to bear the sword, they
wilil do so for the protection of the- innocent and the tcrror of
100/
the gulity.

The thira through the sixth arguments deal with che

gquestion of law courts and the office of Jjudge. That Christ

100. lbigg’ yl—vo 5"‘3.



refused to render & judgment (Luke 12:13-14) suggests that no
Christian may do so,., Hbmaler explains that Christ's mission
was to bring salvation and not to juuge petty disputes. He
then takes the view that no person is better qualified to give
a fair Judgéent than & pious Christian. Of course, une snouldd
not uncdertake that responsible task unlesg he feels called to
it, ”

Hlibmaler sgrees that the believer must be long suffer-
ing and williing to go the second miie, He should endure much
more injustice than an unbeliever would, but in certaln cases
legal action is unavoldable. How much better it is then to
have a Christian magistrate deciue or arbitrate the matter,

If one sins and quarrels with another and then brings the issue
before an unbelieving judge, his s=ln is doubly greathl/

The seventh guestion asks why Christien exccommunication
is necessary if magistracy is allowable, Hlbmaier explains
that the civil magistrate has no right or power tc act against
certain offenses, Civil courts have no jurisdiction over
spiritual offenses, The Christienm Church reserves the right
to punish these,

One may see in these pages that Hibmsier's ideas con-
cerning the separation of Church and State have come o
maturity, He sees the Church ag the element in souciely whose
first concern is the morali and spiritual betterment of man,

It appeals to men's better nature anu acts as a gulce., In
oraer that this work mey be g&rriea on effectively, tne Church

should not be encumberea withextraneous responsibiiities and

101. Ibid., py. 9-15.
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interests of secondary importance, It must not be the yuiiai*
cal partner of the State, because such a partnership tends to
divide the view and lessen the influence of both. The State
gains Just as much by this separation,

Hllbmaler takes an honest look at man and ceclides that
he is a sinner, Even after a spiritual rebirth has ovecurred,
the Soul may succumb to dewonic seduction and cuuse the Fiesh
to ao physical, as weli as spiritual harm to others. 1t is
necessary, therefore, to have a temporal State whose duty it
is to keep order and to regulate the functions upon which
humen socliely depends., If scociety is to survive, there must
be an organizing body. The State should be autonowous in this
sphere and outside the domination of the Church, because the
Church has often pluced its material welfare above the moral
and spiritual betlerment of its members, IC is ridiculious to
hold one's seif aloof from the State upon the basis of pecudiar
plety. Ali wmen have participated in its buiiding and it stands
as e wmwonument to what men is, Law, sword, fire, stocks &ana
gallows wouid be superfiuous if man were not sinfui, Eis cwn
discobedience wight well be the reason for poor ruiers, To
iiiustrate this, Hlbmaier points to evili kings of Judah and
Israel who reigned at times when evil was rampant among the
Hebrew people. Al the end of this review he writes:

"Wie das volckh/ also ist auch der Kélnig."

"Ein st8rek hert auff die fr8schen, die den

Esopischen vnd vnschedlichen blécken nit 108
wolten flUr einen Khilnig erkennen noch annemen, N

The eighth argument deals with the difference between

luz. Iuia., P. *8.
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the Uid Testament injunction to demand "an eye for an eye," and
Curist's commend to "turn the other cheek," Here the author
sees what great yprogress hses been made since the coming of
Christ. Originaliy an injured person had to take hils grievance
to & megistrute and demand satisfaction, But a higher standard
is reached when no complaint is made, but the maglsirate still
punishes the evil, 1t 1s the Christian magistrate's duty to
seek out and punish the offender, because Gou has sppolnted

him to protect the innocent?o/

The crux cf the ninth, tenth and eleventh argusents
is that the temporai sword serves to frighten those who will
not heed the sword of the Gospeld, No personal mallce is con-
nected with the use of the temporal sword, It fails from the
hands of the magistrate as & natural consequence of trans-

| 104/
gressing Gou's law,

Foiiowing this Hlbmalcr answers the question, "How can
one kili when Christ has said, 'he wsho kilig wiil be in danger
of Jjudgment'?" Hilbmaler does this by exposing a long list of
biblical contradictions. In each case one must call upon his
reason to findg the right answer, Hfibmaier conciucves thut the
kiliing Christ has forbidden is that which is committeu because

of human wrath, malice and abuse. The Christian magistrote is

106, lpid., pp. 20-ci, l04, lIbid., pp. £1-87.

¥ AU thls point attention should be directed to the
marginal comment on page <5 of this appended writing (Appendix
#XXIV). Htibmaier writes, "As no Christian shouid hate anyone,
but should love every man, so should a Christian megistrate
have no enemles, nor hate anyone.," The marginal comment reads,
"Yes indeed, nc enemy, no hate., I heve feiled grestiy." The
tone anc content of four other remarks suggest the author's
identy. A guess wiil be made after all the reuarks have been
reviewea,



not motivated by such baseness, but by the divine command (o

punish the wicked and to protect the pious, He writes:

"He who does not protect the pious, kili.s
him, and is guiity ¢f his death just as
if he had_ajiowed a hungry (persom) to
starve, "4Uo

LUB/#

The thirteeanth and fourteenth arguments are repelilous,

Under the fiftecenth text, "Christ is our heau, and we

are hls members," Hibwaier combats the ldea that the Christiun,

iike Christ, should neither strive nor fight, but go patientiy

to his death, He gives three pointss

1.

S

in temporal sffsirs Christ is nct our Head,
and neither are we s members. When He is
righteous ana truthful, we are bad and decelt-
ful, Christ is & child of Grace, we are chili-
dren of wrath, Christ committed no sin; we
are concelved and born in sin. Notice how you
members compare to the Head. "

"Our membership in Christ ccwes through Fuith,
We confess that we should be members, but are
not because of our own guilt, ana beg Goa to
forgive us through Jesus Christ, 1f this is
done sincerely, our sin is pardoned and we

are members of Christ, but mot in will and
works, and that which comes out of cur Fliesh
but in Faith,"

"Now that we know that we are children of God
and memwbers of Christ only in Faith, so we
wust alse know that we have not all the same
office. Some teach, another protecis, &

third tilis, a fourth mekes clothing, but all
these cecupations emerge from Faith anuy should
be carried on to the benefit of our neighbors,
e « «80 it is that mugistreacy has been or-
dained to fiil & necescsary function: not to
misuse its power or to trespasg upon thut

of the merginal comments,

105. Ibid., p. 32,

J-Ub. Ibiﬂc’ Me Ok o

# Even 1f Hilbmaler has repeated himself in this sec-
tion, he has not falled to mske an impression upon the auilhor

Be writes that the unbeliever 1s

covetous of the plaudits and esteem of men, "But & Christian,
even if he 1s a mugistrate, pays no attention to the likes of

this.

He does not desire that men should honor him wilh the

title 'Junker.'" (Appendix #XIV, p. 94) The marginal comment
reads, "I, dear Balthasar, I, I."



which concerns the Soul, but to protect

widows, &id the pious, and locse those who

are oppressed. . .therefore, God has hung &

sword at the_side of magistracy and not a

fox tail,ndo?

In summetion, Hitbmaier says that Romans 13:.i-6€ 1is
ample Jjustification for magistracy and sufiiclent sancticn
for cbedience to it, The magistrate is bound by his soul's
saivation to deal Jjustiy after God's commend, and likewise,
man is bound to obey., If, however, one's ruler is childish,
fooiish, or unfit to rule, it is wiser to fice from him and

3
choose another. God has often punished & whoie nation because
the ruler was wicked., But if this camnot be accompilished
without resorting to vicience and rebeliion, the wicked ruler
should be tolerated. God may well be chestising us through
such & man,

He closes with this observation:

"If we desire to live peacefulily under &

heathen megistracy, why should we not

cesire bo live in peace under a Christian

government? Since we are under a Christian

government, the ordinance of God should

be taken to heart more seriously than under

the government of Lhe heathenl Where does

that lead you, dear Brother?wil8/
Where it led HHlbualer is toid by the author of the marginal
comments, He writes:

"Truly you have experienced it, dear

Balthasar, because you are being
imprisoned at Nicolsburg, and there-

107 - l bid L ] Pi—“ . 55-&7 -
# The marginal comment reaas, "Yes, torow it out,”
Appenaix #XXIV, p. 9.
108, 1Ibid., pp. 57-4E.



after, given over toc the executloner,n#

F. The Judgment of Austria:

Scarcely four weeks pessed after HUbmaier's uefense of
megilstracy appeared in print before he and his wife were under
arrest and con their way to Viemns,., O8ince the boravian margravi-
ate was a fief under the Austrian House, the Liechtenstelin |
brothers were compelled to submit to the dictates of Ferdinena,
whether they wanted tc or net, Ferdinand could see no betler
way of dealing with the Anabaptist boii at Nicclsburg than to
rewove its core, This rebel, Hiibmaier, had slipped ocutl of his
hands too often in the past, and at last the long standing
grievance could be settled,

Sometime in June Ferdipand issued a decree to all
Austrian officialsf* No efforts were to be spared in destroying
the Ansbaptist heresy once and for ali. The Liechtenstein
brothers received special instructions with thelr copy ol Uhis
general ultimatum, They were ordered to travel to Vienna

accompenied by thelr preachers., Upon taeir arrival, Ballhasar

# The evidence is too siight to stand agelinst lhe welght
of severe criticism, but at least a guess can be made as to the
identity of this marginal commentator. We can infer from his
remarks that he is a Christiaen ruler who has faileda in nis dutly
by hating and having enemies (p. £5). He underiines HObmaier's
remark that free psrdon msy be had 1n Jesus Christ (p. o6). He
is ashamed for feeling "puffed up" (p. 54). He regrets that he
must obey an order from a government he does not respect (p.d9),
Aud he knows that Hibmaier is tc be placed under arrest at
Nicolsburg and transported to Vienna for trial and probable
execution (p. 42). What is more, he speaks of Hfibmaier in terms
of genuine affection., As far as we know, only two mwen fit this
picture., Either Hans or Lecamhart von Liechtenstein,

#% See Note H for an earlier mandete concerning the
Anabaptists.
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end Eisbeth were locked in the city prison, On July 2&nd, 1d&7,

charges were brought against Ebmeier for his Waldshul wctivities,
These were sent to Freiburg, anda from there to Ensishelm with

the request that sdditicnal evidence of Hlibmaier's gullt be
returned to Vienna., The letter readsi

fguite some time ago, Dr, Balthasar was a
priest in our city of Waldshut. Through his
preaching of false doctrine there was a great
increase of mischief, strife, ill-will and
rebellion among the common folk in our border
country, So much so that the city of Waldshut
was nearly lost to us and our House. When
Waldshut was conguered, he fied into our
Margraviate of Moravia, @8inece Chen we have
walted for an opportunity to affect his cap-
ture, Lately he has been brought te Vienna
and is now confined in our royal prison, As
yet be ha: been examined without torture on
the enclosed list of guestions, Now, because
you were active in the peasant and Waldshut
disturbances, you must be weil aware of the
Docter'!s part in them. This affair must not
be postponed. Therefore, we command you to
examwine the list of questions with all baste
and without delay, ana forward anyining else
you can learn by a thorough inguiry. Give us
your counsel in this matter that in the future
we may know how to cope with the uprooting of
this evil, We want to punish appropriately
in order that a good exampie may be wade for
others."l037

After several weeks in Vienna, HUbmalier was removed to
Kreuzenstein castle, a political prison, sowme three miles out
of the city. It was Ferdinand's hope to extract & ccmplele
recantation from him which could be displayed throughout the
ewpire, If a man of his influence could be humbied, others
might be persuaded to follicw, HHbmaier, however, heid aloof

from this ocdious task for three months, He was by no means

109, Loserth, gp. eit., p. 176, Original in the
Austriuzn Blate Archives at Innsbruck,
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penitent, nor did he seem to fear that a final reckoning was
close at hand, When Ferdinand was nearly out of patience, and
his demands became more incessant, HHbmaier asked thet his for-
mer friend Johannes Fabri (Heigerlein) be sumsoned tc Kreuzen-
stein for a discussion, He never lost feith in the scolving of
yroblems by qehaﬁé:”'Ferainand sequiesced and Fabri was duly
summoned to Vienna, He took Max Beckh, bishop in Austria, and
Awbrosiug Salzer, Hector of the University cof Vienns with him ©
Kreuzenstein, The discussions between these three men and
Hlbmaier beguan during December of 1087, They lasted a week,
Fhese are some of the toples of comversstion:s (1) the exegesis
and proger understending of the Bible; (2) cihurch tradition and
infant baptism; (8) the Bacraments of the altar and the Mass;
(¢) the petition of Sszintsj (5) purgatory; (6) faith and good
works; (7)-Christian freedom; (8) the adoratiom and honoring of
kary; (9) eschatology; (10) confession and pensnce; (1i) the
papel power of the Keys; (lz) festing; (i3) excommunication;
(14) the Luthersn and Zwinglian heresies, asnd (18%) the find-
ings of Ciureh counci¢;%0/ - |

AU the conclusion of these discussions, Hibmaler agreed
Lo write a retraction of his hereticad beliiefs, The manuscript
was completed and sent to Ferdinand on January srd, 158, It
represents Hﬂbﬁaier's last, extant writing and has remained in
the manuscript form in which he wrote it. It was never given
cut for public consumption because, rather than a retraction,
it ls HUbmalsr's Justificetion., It is generally referred to

as his Rechengechafft., The complete title iss An den Durch-

..Lla . Ibid4 F] rEHe -L75—-L76 -
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%ggggggﬁistenn, vond Greossmechtigistenn Herrn, Herrn Feraingnd,
hunigden gu Vongern vn nggégb, Ertzhertzogen in Osterreich etc.,
Seinen Allergenidigisten Herrn, Ein hechenbcqgfft des Glesubens,

von BalbhaSnren Huebmor von Frydtberg in den Banden, auf XXVII
dritten tag des monats january &bno

Apart from the fact that the document is in HUbumalier's
handwriting and, therefcre, valuable as the only example of
its kind, it contains little of original interest., This is not
the kind of a writing in which one expects to find originmal .
thinking. He was more concerned with the removal of the
charges against him than thbe creation of an unigue contributicn
to the theology of his day. He 1is anxicus to prove that he is
not, nor ever has been, opposed to the basie doctrines of the
Church. An abridged translation of the (wenty-seven articies
may be found in Vedaer%l‘/

From the tone of the writing 1t is plain that the
author was ldaboring under & wmisconception, He beileves thal he
is Dbeing imprisconed solely upon religious grounds and thaet Hut's
heresy has been linked to him., To remove this errcnecus iuea
he cenies complicity in the Nicolsburg Articles and refutes
every heretical tenet of them. "The Virgin Mary is; and always
was, chaste, pure, and undefiled," (Art, ©9) "The Virgin is the
Mother of God." (Art. 10) "Christ was truly Gué." (art, ii)
"adthough Christ has given us meny signs?ﬁno one unows when the
Last Day will dawn except God." (Art, LéiLS/

In the twenty-fifth ana sixth asrticles he makes his

i1il, Appenaix #XXV,

112, Vedder, op. cit., pp. 260-255.

115, Appendix #XXV, Art. 9, pp. 20-22; Art. 10, pp.
Re-z2dy Art. 1l, pp. 26-25; Art. la, pp. £7-3uU,



ungualified opposition to Hut unmistakable. He wsrites:

ndost 1llustrious and mighty king, zll gracious
lord, Without eguivecation I can say that I

am sgainst Hans Hutts interpretation of bap-
tism and the Lora's Supper, 1 wilil combat

his ideas in writing and by word of mouth &s

long as God gives me the power, I mway say in
clear consclence, and with the support of
Seripture that he has grossly misconstrued

the commands of Christ. I have no doubt that
with the help of God 1 wili soun overthrow

his abuses. 1 can assure you that, as I must
answer before God, I have taught nothing

a2bout baptism, save that it should be pre-

ceded by public confession of Christ and the
renunciation of the Devil. . .The paptism 1
taught, and that of Hut are as far apart as
heaven and hell, orient and oceident, Christ

and Basl., As regeards baptism, I pray to God 114/
that I will not be held guilty of Hut's sin, n=+¢

The optimistic note on which Hfibmaler ends tnis_ﬂriting
leads one to think that FPabri must have assured him of his
release if hiz retraction proved satisfuctory. 1f he were re-
signed to death he would never have closed with this paragraph,

"With God's help, 1 resolve to conduct myself

henceforth in such a way as te degerve your
royal pleasure, With the greates®t zezl and
sincerity I will lead the people wherever 1
am to devotion and obedience, Your royal
majesty need have no fear regarding this
pledge; my 'Yea' will be es constant nca, as
it wiil be found at the Last Day, s0 help me
God. His name be preised,1ld

While Hiibmaier was composing this retraction in the
seclusion of hig duwngeon, the Anabaptist heresy was continuing
its virulent course. Vienna ltself was besieged by those who
advocated the new aspirstion and the state of affairs in the
outlands worsened rather than improved. The king decreed that

no defense, excuse or explanation wouid be tolerated, Ald

li4. IbiQ- Pile 48-44,
115. m.: ‘ch bﬁ""b’?l
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heretics were to suffer by fire, sword, .or any other convenient
means of death, Irrespective of their ege or =ex, the} were to
be tortured into reveesling pass-woras, hiding places, or any-
thing eise which would aid in the capture of others. For bis
part, he would provide & nerrifying'exﬁpple in the person of
Hibmaier,

It is guestionable whether Ferdinend ever saw Hflbmaier's
Bechengchafft. Be that as it may, the firgt draft was marhe&
unsatisfactory, His statements on baptism and the Supper were
too ambiguous, Hibmaier sent the revised mevuscript back to
Ferdinand on the 23th of Pebruery, but this was rejected as
wellf The king needed an example,

EBarly in March he was returned to Vienna and tortured
in the presence of the inguisitors, PFailling to force a state-
ment from him, the committee condemned him to be burned alive
on March 10th. Elsbeth Hfibmaier suffered the same treatment
and showed as much fortitude as did her husband. §&She was con-
Gemned to death by drowning, and was hurled into the Danube
on March 13th,

Thirty-nine years as an advocate of Rome brought
Hilbmaler to an awareness of his spiritual poverty, Four years
as an advocate of a new evangelical aspiratiocn brought him to

the stake,

#* Hiibmalier's secona retraction has been lost,



CHAPTER S1IX
A SUMMATION CF HUBMAIER'S8 I'HOUGHT

A. The Layman's Author:

Our review of Hilbmeier's wrilings has mace one point
very clear, That is, the thoughts he shared by means ot the
press were directed, predominantly, towards the laity. Early
in his reforming carecer he observed that the common people
were bewlldered by the religious transformations of the six-
teenth century., The majority bad never subjected their per-
sonal beliefs to & critical examination, They had accepted
the idea that thelr salvation was assured within the frame-
work of Roman Catholicism and had no idea that more was re-~
quired of them than eonformance to &n age old rellgious prac- »
tice, Within a very short period of time this compiacent
atlbitude suffered a severe shock, The layman was asked to
discara & faith and practice which had become an integral part
of his life, and to accept something utterly unfamiiiar ana
confusing. A monk named Luther had started the reliigicus up-
heaval with the phrase, "Justification by faith," but few of
the laity knew what that meant, Others were saying Chat the
liass was no sacrifice; neither the Virgin nor the Saintls were
to be called upon for intercession; the Pope was not infallible,
nor was there efficacy in the papal remission of sin; pligrim-
ages, holy relies, pictures and steatues were ldolatrous and
"abominations before the Lerd"; Lhere was nothing to be gained

by religious festivals ano the observance of food restrictiions,

FAde]
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Now the emphasis was being pleced upon the divine authority of
the Bibie rather than upon (he mundane authority of upne Churceh,
No noman practice was sacred encugh to escape the lconcecliastic
wave., The ovld religion was turned upside down,

The leaders of the new reiigious atiitude had bhad time
to contemplate the necds for, and the resuits of, a urastic
reformation, but the greatest number of lay peojplie had never
given a thought to such matters. Thelr religion bhad been built
upon practice, ritual and forms. "Falth" for tﬂem, was some-
thing nebulous anc intangible., They were in serious need of
instruction,

As a complementary aspect of the "new teaching," the
laywan was encoursged to read the Scriptures and to establish
his faith upon thewm. Dut copies were not easily cbtalned.
Those phat were avallable were generaily written in Latin,
which the simple yérson couid not read. bBesiues this deterrent
waes the fact that the Scriptures needed interpretation and even
the leaders were inconsistent in thelir expositions. It was
aifficult to get a straight-forward answer to an apparently
simple guestion, to say nothing of the confusing and invoived
guestions. Too often the reforming leaders spoke and wrole in
tiie language of the scholar, using phllosophical andg theologl-
cal terminology which wes incomprehensivle to the laity., DBul
the average Christian did gein the impression that his sciva-
tion was at stake, Should he stand by the old faith, or shouid
he foliow the new? If the reformers were right, eternai iife
wight well be denied to the person who did not grasy the key to
the new religious domuin, Therefore, guesticns regardlng a

personal faith in Jesus Christ, free Grace, the significance of
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the Sacraments, the authorivy of the Dible and the freedom or
bondage of man's will were of tremendous interest and impor-
tance. IThne leaders were answering these guestions to thelr
own satisfaction, but very liitile iliuwination was flltering
down to the people.

Hecognizing the need for plain talk, HiUbmaier declded
to meet it by explaining, in the siwmpliest possible language,
what 1s necessary to saivation and the wenner in which the -
Gospel can be appiied to daily Christian living, Every other
consideration had to be sacrificed that this nesd might be met
firsv, Conseguently, Hllbmaier aealt with only those areas of
Christian thecvlogy which the simple layman couwd grasp. bore
often than not his explanations were given in monusyilabies.
He always transisted his Latin, Greek and Hebrew guotations,
Uniy one of his pamphlets was published in Latin as well as
German., The way in which he expressed his thoughts was intel-
iligibie to the masses. Unly rarely weas his argumentl difficult
to follow,

Hbmaier capitalized on the coarse and sarcastic humor
of the Swabian laboring man who had nc aspureciation for iiter-
_ary refinement, He held the attention of his readers with
sentences such as these: "Ddemand chastity within the power
of man is to attempt a fiight over the séa without aiugsfﬁ;
"For Heaven's sake, Cecolampsa, iet's throw this worn out argu-
went under the bench and handle the maiter according to the

'
clear word of Scripturel®™; ®0h, god of child's pjay, water is

i. Achtzehn Schiussreden., A4ppendix Y, p. 7.
£. Yon dem Ehingertsuff. Appendix X1V, p. o.

o
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not baptism or the whole Danube wou.d be a font, end the fisher-

o/
wen and sailors would be baptized daily."; "aAnd wshatl does a

baby answer to the guesticn, 'Do you believe in God the Father,
the Almighty Creator of heaven and earih?! sc weynets/ caer
aber es brintziet dle weyl inm die Winﬁelen?ﬁ It is clear that
he stroce over the boundaries of approved theological discus-
gion, He of;en wrote as if he were speaking directiy to his
auversary.' He never spoke aboutl an antagonist without nawibg
him, and he hed no use for subtie innuendoes, Writing to
Gadolampadius he said, "My cear Uecclampadil, put together your
texts substantiating infant baytism as 1 have put together mine
concerning believers! baptism, Then we wilili compare our col-
ilections and #iil soon be at one with each other, Do 1t --
don't forget it?ﬁ And to Zwingil he wrote, "I've had enough of
your philosophy which has n?b scriptural founcation, and,
consequgntly, is not theology. 1t does no good te suck
fingers.," _

For these reasons Hflbmaier's writings were especladly
popular among the average peoyie, He was readable and under-
standable, but what is more important, he was convinced that

his cwn position wes the right one., This confidence in himselif

inspired conficence in his readers.

ubigen, Appencix

&, Yon dew Christeniichen
V1I, p. 4.
4. ibid., p. 56,
5. Von dew EKhindertauff, A,,endix XIV, p. i0.
6. Yon dem Christeniichen Teuif der giflubigen, op. ¢itl.,
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Ifhat HElibmaler lefl no systematlic theology behind him is
neither proof of his lack of interest in thecvlogical systea nor
evidence thet he lackea abiliity in this field of studay. Philo-
sophical hair-gp.iteing was the major interest of his under-
gracuate experience, He was trained tu confound his debating
opponents with the twists of reason and the turns of logic.

He wou.d not have retained the leadership of the "pPfauenburse”
at Frelburg unless he had been adeyt at threading his way
through elaborate philosophicai and thecological arguumsats.
Allbmaier cou.d have applied the seme rules to a systematizing
of his theology had he so degired. If he had tasen this
course, ne might have lived longer and made & grealer contri-
bution to thne doetrinal literature of the Heformation., Instead
of this, he determined that plain language was the lmmediate
need. After people understood the naked Cruths of a vital
faith there wou.d be time to lay on the clothes of & systematic
theology. 1t is unfortunate that he was never given an oppor-
tunity to arrange nhls thoughts into an corderdy body of doctrine.

Because lllbmaier was precoccupied with the practical side
of Christisnity, he often left gaps in his arguments which need
Lo be fliled in, al least as far as the theologian 1s coucerned,
As he drives towards his goal, he often ieaps over, brushes
past, or misses a gerwane theological issue altogether, We
search in vain for answers U0 some deeply disconcerting gues-
ticons which he himself poses anda then ignores. He completely
neglecte scme of the polemic issues which were adebated long

and earnestly by the other reformers., Twoe of these are, "Sin"
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and "Atonement." He gllied hdmself with no school oI thought
and admitted no other infiuence than the "word or God" as hav-
ing been responsible for the change in his religicus life, He
Gid so not because he saw himseif as free from human intiuence
&and an exabple of & seif-made thinker, but for guite the cpuo-
site reascn., He saw hlmseifl and most ¢of the viher reforumers
as products of too much human influence., 7The influences walch
had been exerted upon his thought for over thirty years had
done nothing to clarify his thinking as far as the truiths of
Christinnity were concerned, Humen wisdom hsd onliy confused
and compiicated the Gospel which he later discovered r'inds its
strength and compelliing power in its simpiicity., Thererore, he
never writes, "Luther says," or "Zwingll says," or "Helunchihon
and Erasmus sayd Appeals (o human agents wou.d not have clduari-
fied an issue which was uninteliigible to hig readers. HRalher,
ne invariably writes, "God says,? "The Geriutures say," "Christ
says® and "Paul says." He was so conscientious in directing
the attention of his readers to the Bible thul he sorely aggra-
vated his reforming contemjporaries. dJ4winglii's exclamation wiil
be remembered in this connecticn, It may be said thet Hibmaler
went tou far with proof texts ratuer than not far enough.

There is reason to think that very littie of HHUbmaler's
privaete theology appesrs in his writings. Now and agein a
portion of 1t creeps into print during his discusslon of various
issues, but as 1if he reailszed that it was dividing his stteniion,
he drops it and secks to establish his comnciusion on another
basis, 1t gives us the impression that he was frightened of a
theologicad polint of view which he had retained from his pre-

reforuming experience. He was dublous of any theoliogy which was



not founded upon the New Testament, #ith this in wind, he
attempled Lo bring his privete ideas in line with Seripture,
and at times, he was not theroughiy successful., This has led
sowe authors to the conclusion that bB#bmecier was a careliess
thinker and toat be began with no predetermined dogumatic sys-
tem. The crror of this conclusion is covious 1f attention is
directed to his biography. Hls educatiovnal background gave
hiw a predetermined dogmatic system. He began with the scho-
Jastic theovlogy of his eoliecague and VTeacher, Johann Eck, and
the nomicellstic phiivsophy of Ockham. The pattern of nils
thaouglit was ueterwsined, moreover, by thirty-nine years as a
Rowan Catnoliic teacher, priest, apologist and crusader, le
uevoled his four reforuwing years Lo Lhe expurgation of toe odd
infiuences which had directed his thoughts into the wrong
channel., It is neither remarkabie nor & disgrace that he failed
Lo purge every vestige of thes,

Only four of HUbmailer's writings may be classilied as
totally Uhecologlecal and two of these are Llitiie more than cohe
fessions of faith, Die tickel Christe
is an enlarged version of the Apostles! Crgég and Ein Christenn-
iiche ‘Leertafel is a iong catechism,

Nowhere does Hibmaier deviate from the orthoacxz funda-

mentels of the faith, as ald Denck with his anti-trinitariun
idecs and the revolutionaries with thelr denials of Mary's vir-
glnity and Christ's divine nature. He advocaled no chiilastice
eschatology snd never displaysd antinomian tendencles, He

states without hesitation that the Aposties' Creed is the best
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:7/
revieas of Chrigtian doetrine, These are sowe examples or his

doctrinal position:

ralmighty God is merciful to sinners, He,
who made heaven and earth, can make me &
son by His Grace."S/ "Jesus Christ, the &on
of the living God, was conceived by the
Holy 8pirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and
beczme man in order that menkind might be
saved, The Christ suffered, was crucified,
dead and buried to redeem man from death.
He descended into Hell and recse ggein on
the third day. He ascended to the PFather
where ie sitteth to help all believers who
trust Him, There is no advocate but Christ
Jesus. The Cuorist wilil return again to
judge manking,nd/

Hbmaier accepts the doctrine of the Holy S.irit at face vaiue,
He defines it only once, but often wakes reference to itls
action and influence.

"The Hoiy Spirit proceeds from the Father

and the Son, and with them 1s oniy one

true God., It teaches truth, increases

faith, and kindles brotherly love 1o the

hearts of believers,"i0/
His beilefs about the resurrection of the body, eternal punisn-
ment for the wicked and eternal life for the rightecus are
similarly orthodox, He is not ciear or consistent un the sub-
Jects of predestinaliocn and eilection, but neither were Luther
and 4wingii. Ceivin contributed the first thorough statement,
Hbmaler stresses that Christ died for alli men, that Goa
desires the salvation of all wen and that each indaviduad is
free to accept or to reject the gilt of Ged's free Gruce. 5o

far his teaching is Arminian, DBut Hbmaier was not thoroughly

7. Ein Christenniiche Leertafei, Ap.endix XVII, p. 24.
8, Die Zweif hrtickei Christeniichs glaubens, Ay, endix
I._A, Ha B
e Ibiﬂ'] Py- 0“8.
10, 1bid., p. 10,
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setisfied with this position, He wants to tighten il by urg-
ing that it is Ged who inltiates the seivation of the indi-
viduad sinpner, Man needs the egsistance of God in umweking the
right decisicn, It is tne Boly Epirit whe inspires and God
who Mexerts® Himself in the soul of the believer, Hibmaier
ileaves il to man to provide & receptive and cunducive atuwos-
ghere for the divine actions,., Therefore, Eﬁbmaief must be
ciassified 45 a woderate Calvinist, He cannot recuncilie the
idea of double-predestination with his concept cof & Just Gugj’
it is only in the areas of eiection and free will that he
yielus to adlegory and philousophy. He was driven Lo exira-
biblical interpretation because the Sceriptures present & con-
fused picture, He couid not understand the reasons for
bibiical c¢ountradictions., He had very litiie grasp of the
eriticali study of the Bible, ana, therefore, he was ariven to
philosophy and reason. He believed Chat this was the onliy way
in which he couid clarify an obscure Uleaching of Scrigture,

When HUbmaier refers to sin, he does not dweii on its
definition, but on the fact thatl God has forgiven it through
Cohrist. He explains briefiy in the leertafei that, ?hvery Lust
against, or discbedience to the willi of God is gim.zaﬁ person
becomes aware of his sin as he learns wshat God's «4iii is, To
igarn Geod's @Will one must read the Bible or iisten to bibiicad
preaching.

Hibmaier acde no coatribution to doctrinal theciovgy by

offering & new interpyretacion of a basic Christian tenet or by

-L-L - E n*:lé : . = t1ak G -
wenschens, Appendalx XXIII, p. 48-i9. i
1. Bip Christenpliche lLeertafel, App. XVII, p. 16,
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systematizing a corpus of reformed theology. Bul if be did nBt
deviate from, or atlemgt to aiter the great Chriscian dectrines,
he may not be accused of being a reciplent, reposlitory or an
advocate of heresy. In the terms of sixteenth century Germany,
Hibmaler was & "heretie" oniy in respecet to peligious yractice.
His purpose was to simplify the difficult ideas and to offer

@b inteliigible Gospel to the cowmon peopie and also to those
of his colieagues who would have beneflited by simplicity.
Practical issues comnected with Christiai iife were his sain
concern, and for this reason, he should be clia88ified as a prac-
tical Thecloglan,’ His four years as & reformer were devoled to
the application of divine truth to daily witnegsing, and it is
in this area that his greatest contribution was made, His
emphases way be given under four broad headings: (i) the abso-
lute authority of 8eripture; (£) a personai raith, aund the
duties of true discipieship; (3) the Church as "gathered,"
nfree" ond "witnessing," asnd (4) & reslistic atiitude tosard

magistracy.

C. fhe Absolute gutnority of Scriptures:

Aill of the reformers accepted Lhe sola deriplurs but

Hitbmaier &«pplied it to every aspect of his relligious thought,
This was a naturali outcome of bhiszs rejection of all mundane
authority in matters of religion, He discovered the power of
simple bibiical Truth late in life and consicered this discovery
a8 the most ilmportant revelaticn of his religiocus experience,

It provided solutions to two troubliesome probiems. 1€ wus a
means tc disentangle the compiicated theclogical problems of

the Reformation era, end it provided an infalilble basis and
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gulue for the practical application of Christ's Gospel in con-
temporary sovclicty, Hébmaler literalliy venerated the oceriptures,
He did not stop with the assertion that they were an ald to the
Christiun iife, For him the Christicn life could not be iived
#ithout the delliy use of Scripture, The Christiun dic not have
to go outside the bible for guildance, Hverything le needed To
know was clearly written in black and white. HiUbmaler ciuimed
that the bible is icentical with the "wora of God." He arltess
"Une shoudid inguire of the Seriptures and not
of the Church. . .Goa looks wore favorably
upon obedience to His Word then upon elilli our
sacrifices . . « He honors God the most, who
holds fast to lHis dord and does not live _
according to dﬁ?gtﬁﬁﬁgn) laws and opinicns,"+9/
Hibmaier advises that when & Christian is perplexed
about & porition of nis falth, he should exawine what Lhe bible
has ©o say al Uthatl poinl, We have seen Lhal he Gic this hili-
seal and thet his treatment of the text is frank and that his
exegesis is alwost always accurate, It wouid be rewmerkeble if
he never erred, but where he does, his error is nonest anda not
preweditated, Many of his mistakes may be atiributed Lo his
useé of the Vulgate, He hau sowe knowiedge of Greek and Hebrew,
but he did not rely on the originel languages, and, itherefore,
cannot be placed amoung Meianchihon end Erasmus as & leaulung
eritical expositor, He was not incterested in studied, textual
criticism because he belleved thal there was no great need for
it on the ievel of the aversge Christiun, The simple trulhs of
the Gospel were piain to see for those who mace an effort to

fina them, It was Hilbmuier's opinion that & teit speuks more

1%, Ein Gesprech Hait

coay Hlbmbr von Fridverg,
Appenuaix VIIL, p. 45,




strongly when it is strip,ed of involved interpretaticms, Of

course, he depended upon common sense as an aid Lo interyre-~

tation, He wass not an unresscoping iiteralist. |
The most explicit statement of H#bmaier's attitude

toward Seripture iz found in the Schlussreden ageinst Eck. He

says there that the Bible shou.d be the oniy Judge in contro-

versial religious issues, because 1t alone contuins the eternal

w

and unchanging truths of God, Truth can be measured only
i4/
agulnst "the level of Scripture,” When Rlibmaler could find no

seriptural support for a religious practice, he decided that

the prectice was not crdained by God and needed to be discarded.
"What is not comwanded in the Seriptures 1is forbiaden in matiers
which concern the honor of Ged and the saivation of the suui?ﬁ
If the Blble then provides & rule for the yroper crientation of
the individual Christian life, it serves as welil Lo corientate
the life of the Church, or the corporate body of Christian
individuals, It is the Church's weapon against heresyfﬁllt
provides a gulde for teaching, and & means by which the con-
cilusions of the Fathers, councils and schoclis may be eVaLuateé?/
Hlbma ler believed that to qepend upon Seripture for this gul-
dance was in the bestiraditions of religiom. The paoks of
Moses are the law and guide for the Jewsf&/

er, Ap.endix IV,

14.
AYLC, V.ﬂ.II, Pe @,
15, Acntzehn Jehiussreden, App. I,. p. ©, and Von dem

Lhinderteuff, App. XIV, ps 9.
16. ﬁog agcggrp und irrep verbrennern, Apsenaiz 111,
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Hlbmeler was nol prejared Lo gpeculatle upon questions
which have no direct answer in the Bible., II he coudc find no
specific advice, he suspectea that the question was of no conse-
quence, At times he relies heavily upon the difference between
God's revealed and concealed wilis when it is obvious to hiw
that & question is importent and not blessed with a plain
biblical enswer., He strains this methou to the breukling point
in nis discussion of free Niii?/ A8 a rule, however, he depends
upon the proposition that Scripture is the oniy legitimate
interpreter of Scripture, Where the meaning of the one text 1s
not clear, several reluated texts must be placed together,
HUbmaler disapproved of any conclusion «hich was reacheu oy
taking tLhe meaning of & passage oul of 1us own context, He saw
yremeq;tQSeu distortion of the Bible as an offense punishable
by Gog?/ His opposition to the attempt to reiaute the New
Testament ceremony of baptism to the Old Testamwent ceremcny of
circumeision is an illustration of this, Neverthe.iess, Lhere
are indicetions that he was vulnerable to this weakness hi.self,
and &t times fell victim to it, In the pechenschaffl he (ries
to prove that Mary was & virgin frowm the words of Gen, é:lbfl/

Hbwaier mukes no sharp cleavage between the bible as
the "outward" reveldation and the Holy Spirit g the "insara®

revelation, His heavy emphasis upon the wora of Sceripiure

i9. Von der Freyha jes wWiiiens, Appendix XX11 and
31001“3" von der Freywiiligksait des menschens,

& i déubigen, aAppendlx
Vii, p. b?; iin Geahrgc Appenuix VIII, p. be, Ein ainiditlbe
erricht, Appendix XVI, pe 40; Von der Freyhalt de e
Q—E' m.’_ ,t‘o éff.
<di. Hechenschafft, Appenaix XXV, p. &l.
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exciuades the possibiiily of extra dependence upon the mystical
Uinner light.," God's word is the oniy basis of true faltlg
faich foligﬁs preaeching and correct preaching proceeds out of
thie Bib;efﬁfﬁubmaier then has a circular Lhecr} ¢f externad
revelation,

According to Hiibwmaier, God reveads Hiﬁself and draews
men outwaruly by the public proclamation of che Gosped, . The
inward "drawing" occurs when the soul is enliightened and .
equipped To accept the unueniablie¢ elemenits of divine trutgff
Hibmaler's ideas do not conflilct with the genmerai opinion of
the other reformers; tc wit: the Bible carries the puwer to
convince (Uberzeugungskraft). He believed that the sinner wiil
remailn in his spiritual ignorance until such a time as he is
eniightened by the correct pfeaching of the Gouspe., Conseguenti-
iy, the lnward and the outward Marawings" of Gou go hand in
hand, When a man gives the truth a falthful hearing, his soul
cannot help but be touched, The reason why many pecpole have
heard the Gospeld and have failed to experience & spiritual
change is that they have sct themselves in opyosition to God,
They do not want Lo be enlightenedfa/

Hibmaier used aiicgory sjparingly and onuy when he couldd
Aot expiain his thoughts in ancther way. DBecause his usuad
method was to prove each contention with text after text of
Sceripture, his infreguent use of allegorical inlerpretation is

more notlcesble., The best example of this veecurs in the writings

£ Von dem hhin ertauff, ﬁyy&ﬂdlﬂ IV, P Yo
. in Chr tafedi, Bilandli AVIi, p. €61,

fi&. _l_b_g&.l’ ie 64.
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on iree wilii, Von der Freyhait ges ®iilens and Las isnde
:;,5/

He writes:

vadam (cthe figure of the soul) stands between

God (the figure of the syiritg and Eve (the

figure of the flesh), 'Just as Adam was free

to choose either aiternstive, so is (your)

soul free to choose,"<6/

In other places he sugeests that the sevenly times seven 1s
reiated to the seventy weeks of Dan, usizf and that Gthe Sabbath
was changed frow Saturdey to Sunday because of Jesus! victory
over the grave whieh finds & related figure in Joshua's vig-
Lory over the amarinesfd/

Hegardless of Hibmulier's occaslional iaci of exegeticual
finesse, he wede a sizable contribution with this area of his
thought, He anticipated what has come to be calied "New
Testament theology" and provided those who followed his teach-
ing w#ith a praGCical and trusiworthy guide for Lheir religious
iives, It was his convictlion that the fine points of theclogy
do not matter in the last analysis of a vitald faith, I{ cune
is coumscientious in his desire to foiiow the major truths, all
peripheral matters wi.l fall into place. He believed that the
least educated person is capable of understanding the funda-

mentals of Christianity,

D. A Perscnad Faith and the Duties of True Discipieshipy:

The direction of HHbmaier's thougnt remains constant

throughout hils writings. He never swerves from his wain point

«5. Appenuices XX1II and XXIII.

<6, gn der E;gxggit des dliiens, Appenalx AX11, pe @0
«7. ¥Yon dem Christenlichen Bann, Apgendix XX, p. 18,

. x5, Rechenschalft, Appgenaix XAV, Art, &0, . 4z.
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aithough he attempts to support it from various angles. The
theme, running through his writings, 1s that tone rule of Christ
must be applied to dally Christian living, Each Chriscvian uust
have & spiritual rebirth through which he recognizes his per-
sonal debt to Christ end glaaly assumes the duby of witnessing
before other men, Hlibuwaler sees the path to Chrisvlan iiving
as a threefoid prugression: (1) the admission of sin and the
earnest desire to repent, (2) a rebirth in the faich, and (3)
tihe resuitant duty to extend brotherly love to ali men in good
works which have their origin in the Gospel.

Hilbmaier believed that the re¢generation of wan is a X
co-operative effort between God and the individuad. Kan cane-
not initlate his scul's salivation by an independent striving
after heilness, but he can prepure & receptive atmosphere for
the work of the Holy Spirit, The conversion of each person is
accompiished by the aliled workings of Lbe internal and exter-
nal reveiations., Both revelations must be operalive in the
scul, &5 neicther one nor the other can accompliish the action
independentiy. The external revelation is only brought to
fruition by the comp.ewmentary internal renewal., HUbmaler wriies:

"The external drawing (revelation) occurs

through the public proclamation of Eis
(Christ's) holy Gospel, which Christ hus
commanded (us) to preach to all creatures
in the world and which is anow known every-
where. The interna.l drawing (revelation)
takes plece when God also enlightens the
soulis of men so Lhat they understand the
undeniabie truth and are so thorcughiy con-
vinced by the Spirit and the ¥preached!?

word, that thelr consciences wmust confless

that Uhese things cannot be otherwise than trued/

“o. Bin Christenniiche lLeertafel, Appendix EVII,

pr. 61 - €2,
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True conversion is inmextricably unlited to the ;itﬁrﬂhl
revedation of God's word in greaching, The fact remains, how-
ever, that many hear but few understand; &t least wany give no
sign that new truth has been revealed o Chem, Such jpeople
have ciosed their hearts. Nothing wiil be revealed to thew
whiie they continue to be spiritualily stubborn, This is the
argument Hlbmaier usually fol.ows; but he is not consistent,

AU times he argues a 5$ricn Ca;vinism with emphasiz upon the
compiete helpiessness of the human spirit. God must initiate
every action while man is passive and docile., God opens the
heart guite independentiy of man's own desire. Dbut H#bmaier
does not want to suggest that God choovses who wiii end who wili
nol be enlightened. What he wanis to say, but cannot guite
articulate is that man wust be responsible for his oan damnation,
but Gua wust have all the credit for his salvation., By examine-
ing the prublem from the vppusite slde, we find that Hibwaler
believes that man can aefy Goud, se¢t himself against the divine
p+an, and by so doing, sead his own doom. Converseldy ULhen, man
does have the abiilty to open himselif and to allow God to work
in his iife., It wilii De recal.ed that HUbmaler attributes the
recovery of the soul's freedom of will to the faithful hearing
of Christ's Gospel. Until the soul has grasped it and under-
stocd its, implications, it remains in icts bondage., 1t cannct
pdace its weight on the gide of the spirit and thus, cver-
balance the Yiesh. Therefcre, the Gospel must be heard before
the work of regeneration can begin., 1f the hearer is sincere
and capable of understanding, his soul is freed and eguipped
for deterwminative action, At this point God's internal ii.uwmi-

nation comes Lo the individual and saics him in the next



important decision, The Gosyel has the power Lo convince, but
the Holy Spivit stiuuiates decision,

An individual 1s saved as soun as he Cul glive an intel-
Jigent affirmation to the gdest}un, 10O you believe on the Lorda
Jesus Christ?n

in the writing Ain © ns ganzen Christilchen Lebens,

gniichen frombomachung, as 1is its

other title, Hibmeler out.ines in five briel paragrayhs how

i N
conversion takes yi&CG?U/ﬂhat this outiine ilucks in theolcgi-
cai subtlety, it gains in beling understandabie to the layuwan,
By tnis time we should be famillisar with HlUbualer's five stepss
(L) Guu's word, (&) the hearing of it, (&) the confession of
sin, (4) baptism, () works.

Firstliy, the "word" coavicts the individuad of his
utier sinfuilness, He does everything that Gou forbilds and
nething that He commands., With this readlzution, the sinnsr's
pride is uest;uyed and doubt tukes the place of his foruwer
s_e.Lf-assurancg'}/ When tnis state has been reached, the indi-
vidual is prepared for Christ's redemptive action. A4s the
tlamaritan of the goul,” Christ bringe spiritucd wedlcuation to
the wounded sinner, "the wine and oili of the Gospei.® Ee telis
the sinner:

"Believe in the Gospel because 1 testily that ,7Z

I huave placed you upon my animal and bhave
suffered death sand martyrdom for your sake,
Through my suffering, I have carried you into
che inn, (the Christian Church) and have com-
manded the servants of the house (those who

preach my Gospyel) to give you the assurauce
of your sin's forgiveness., Thet is to say,

6l., 1bld., p. 63,
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I am your Jhysicien end am come into the

worlid to make sinners rightecus, 1 have

pardoned you and wiii intercede for ycu

before God my Father, Therefore, he who

beilieves in me will not be damned, but

will have everlasting life,"9%
H#bwaier believes that this inward revelation quickens Llhe
sinner, brings him to himself, removes his despondency and
encourages him to give himself completely to Christ from that
woment on, OUne begins the Caristian life with the forgive-
ness of sin and the knowledge of Goal'ls purdonm., With & single.
action the past 1ls wiped away and the sinner 1s relieased from
the staln of guiit, Wonat he could not o for nimself, Christ
has doune for him., He may now begin to live, develop, fliower
and bring forth the fruits of the Chrisvian life., The sinner
Caid say with Paud, "¥et not 1, but Chrisv liveth in we: and the
iife wnieh I now live in the flesh I live by the faiih of the
. so/
Son of God who ivved me and gave Himself for me." (Gai. 2:%0)

Ifhe neturai resulil of the conversion experieance 1is
man's uesire to testiiy publiicliy Co his spiritual rebirth and
to unite with peopie who have had a similar experience., In
ubher words, to join the visible Christian Church by submictting
Lo beilevers' baplism. Lel Hibmaler explein in his own words
what Lhis bapitism is,

"The outwaerd baptism of waver is the publie

testimony of faith., (This is to say that

the candldate witnesses) to the faith which

is given to him by & gracious, goud and

werciful God and Father Unrough Jesus Christ

with whom he 1s at peace, With the pubiic

acCeptance of water bapilism the individual

testifies that he has aiready scceplted the
invard obligation to reorientate and better

0;5. .1(1‘.0 ] P}:o &3‘:‘*“66.



his iife, and he (further) testifies to
his wiliingness to suffer brotherly dis-
ciyilne if his sin gets the betiter of
him, "%/

Iv is plain frow this and other of Hﬂhmaier's‘referances to
baptism that the inward faith is the saving faclor snd not the
outward ceremony, Dellevers' baplism then, ls ihe mark or
seal of the conversion experience, HUbuwaler never guestions

the type of counversion experience this is, He is in cluger

agreement with Luther's idea that it is & Gerechisprechung
(2 once and for all experience) than he is with the Roman
Catholic idea of a Gerechtmechung (the begiuning ol « process
whereby one becomes progressively justified). 1he only major
difference between Luther's snd Hilbmaier's conceplions of con-
version is that Luther emphasizes the death of Christ as ihe
weans by which forgiveness is extended to the converted sinner
while Hibaaier sees ihe Incarnation (Menschenwerdung) as of
egual imyortancefsf

This brings BHHlbmaier to a subsidiary point, 7The person
whe has experienced & rebirth in the Spirit must not assume
that he is immune henceforth to sin and temptation, The Chris-
tian life 1s not passive. The beilever must exert himsell to
combat sin, because he can easlily slip back into his former
state, Hilbuwaier did not believe in "eternal scecurity.®

Under the fifth peint, HUbmeler prescnts the reasons
for and the direction of the good works which are a natlural

resuit of the conversion experience., He says thet they shouid

S¢. lbid., pp. 64-635,

55. Yon dem Christenlichen Bann, Appendix XX, p. 18;
ble zwelf Artickel, Appendix IX, p. 3, Hechenschafft, Appendix
XXV, pp. £6-25,
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not be done with &« view to gaining merit, They are done out
56/
of gratitude to God for the gift of His Crace, He writess
"Phereafter, He (God) directs us to our
nelghbors in order thut se may Gu the
physical and spiritual works of grati-
tude; to feed the hungry, Lo provide
drink for the thirsty, to clothe the
nuked, to cowfort the priscmer, and to
cheer the sorrowing., Christ will accept
these works of mercy as if they had
been done for Him . . . Whoever is right-
minded tosard his neighbor ig in the
groyer Feilowshipy of Christ, a mewber
of His bugy, énca at one with ali godly
people
bDecause HUbumaier dwell so hewvily upon & realized conversion
experience, it was natural that he placed a compliewentary
emphasis upon the actual "fruits" of such an expcrience., He
feared that simple people might be misled by the phrase
tjustificaticn by faith," They might not understand the impii-
catiuns of the statement and rest on their laureis after
experiencing such a falith in Jesus, He urges that it is not
encugh %o have a secret falth., This may work plety in a person,
but it does not save his soul, It is crucial that one's raith
be active and evangeldical, and that its vitality may be shoan
in the exercise of those works which God has coumanded.
Hllbmaier doubted that a second-hend faeith or, as he
terms it, Yen historical faith," iz powerful enough to stiau-
iate a zeal for evangelical witnessing which, in the finai
anaiysis, is & good way of measuring & person's conviction, In

his opinion, faith must be shered the wowent it is received,

i einer Chrigtenlichen frowbuuschung,
Appencix VII &, pre. 668=-T0,
37. Ein Forn des Machtuwuls Christi, Appenalx XVIII,

¥ 6.



248

It was primarily for this resson that Hibmaier was an enemy of
infant baptisw, aud not simply because he could mot rind a
commana for it in the Bible, Ee believed thsat vicariocus raith
cannot compeld action Yo the sawe degree as cun personsd faith.
Even if the Church is absclutely coenscientious in the instruc-
tion of the chiid &z he grows, impressing upoh him that his
faith was yromised when he was an infant, and that he is obliiged
to assume his Christian duties upon reaching the age of respon-
sibility, he will not have as vital a faith as the perscon who
makes an intel.igent confession of Christ at & wmature age. He
will not have a real comscicusness of God's gift nor tné com-
puision to be an effective witness, And Hftbmaler sees witness-
ing as conditional to saivation, He builds his doetrines of
conversion and regeneration uyon Christ's words in Hatthew 10¢
&8, "Whoever therefore confesses ue before men, him will 1

confess before my Father which is in heaven,®

E. The Church as Gathered, Free and Witnessings

A natural progression from one to wanother of Hlbmeler's
emghases may be seen again in his remarks concerning the Church,
If the individual Christien life ié to begin with personal con-
fession, public testimony and the cbligaticn to exhibit the new-
negs of life in works of brotherly love, so the corporate
Christian Jife, the Church, must encourage the individual's new
resolve and provide directicn for his activities,

Only in Die Zweif Artickel, Ein Christenniiche Leertafel,
and Rechenschefft does HUbmaier stste his views regarding the

Caurech in & relstively consecutive manner, Dut These statements

-

elone cannot be considered & connected teaching., Otbher refercuoces
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scattered through his writings are important and @ust be leaknen
inte consicersation. Everything Hibumsier wrote about baptisu,

for instance, is & gignificant part of hiz concept of the Church,
Cne of the mein ressons why he advocated believers! bajptism was
that 1t wee fundamentazl to Lhe correct establishment of the
Church, 4&n examinstion of all of his statements makes one point
very clears he agrees snd disagrees wiith both the Anabaytists
and the conservstive reformers. His conceptivn is unigue in
that it is an amelgamation of both racical and conservative
ideas. He stands between the two extreumes.

Bitbmaler agrece with Zeingll by recognizing that the
chureh must be defined in two ways, He speaks about the
"generel church" (gligewein kirche or the Einzeikirche) and the
Uperticular church® (besondere, Kirchmenge, Pfarrvolckh, or the
Gesamtkirche). He writes:

#The Church ls sometimes consicered te be

all the peopyle #~ho are gathered together
wnd purified in one God, one Lord, one
faith and one baptism, ol whe confess
these beliefs openly, This is the general
Christian Church cr the Feliovwship of the
Saints, which 1s gathered together in the
Spdrdt of God., Then again, the Church is
considered to be & partieniar and locel

gathering; the RKirchmenge or pPfarrvolickh,
who belong under a shepherd or & bishop,
and who come together boui¢y i? teaching,
baptism and the Supper., . "

And agalng
"The Church is a general, hul% and Curiscian
€

feiicwship of ail Christiun beligvers,
#herever they are in the worla,nd2/

. Hin Christenniiche Leertafel, Appenuix XVII,

PP dl-éuo
S8, Rechenschafft, Appendix XXV, p. 23,
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Generaily speasing, the mein ilne of Anabapyiliswi rarely
Grew & distinction between a "geuneral" and a "porticular®
church. The "Irue Church® wes the predomlnant emphasis, wnu
this was & newly constituted body of bedievers which was unigue
ana without parallel except in the New Testument, Frankliin
Licvtell gives a very clear explanation of the Anabaplist posi-
tion. He suggests that (he Anabaptists separaled themscives
from anet they considered the "fallen" Church of wiich bothh the
Refourmed and the Romun groups were members. They then raised
what Littell ciassifies as "Ihe Church of the hestitution® or
Lhe "Irue Church%:/ No cne was admitied U0 membership except
by personal and public repentance, confession gné buptisa,
H8bmalier was wililing to apyly this rule to the Ypartvicular® or
the Gesambikirche, but us wiil be seen inthe ensuing paragraphs,
he was less ready to wpply it to tneIChurch in generad.

It is BHUbmailer's contention that the Church in "general®
and in "particular" is founﬁeg upon the confession that Jesus
is the Son of the living Gou?&/ﬁe writes: "Christ sald, 'You
are Petros (ein felser), and on the rock, (felsenn) which is to
say,your confession', 1 will buila my Church (Mat. ¢6:¢&)?ﬁ/
bBecause the Church is founded upon this personal confession, it
stands in excepglionad newrness Lo Carist, it is His countinuing
boay, and He is its Heau?U/ﬁgain Hbge ier says:

"l confess openly, Lorc Jesus, that you have

sbaptist View of the Church,

40, Littelil, F, H,, The
)y afieTican Soclety o

\Btucies in Church History Voi,

Church History, 1ubg®, pp. 74-9d,
41, Fin Christeunlichel
48e ID1G., Pre vO=04,
4v. fnechenschafft, Appenuix AXV, p. o4.

rtafed, appenuix AVII, pp. wl=i,
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hallowed the Chureh with your rose-red blouq,

that you are her heal and bridegroom and wilid

ve with her until the end of the wordia.,"<44%/

Because Christ has caused the Church to be holy by the shedulng
of His bived, "it is absoiutely besutiful, pure, without
deficiency, unerring and ruied and ordered on earth by the unly
living word of God?glﬁubmuier sees oniy one wajor aifference
between the general and the particuier churches, The "particu-
lar" cun err, but the "general” cannot, OUtherwlise, they ure
46/
united as mother and daughter,

By confessing his faith & accepting believers! pap-
tisim one enrci.s in both churche:?/ This 1s the first point at
which Hbialer disagrees with Zningii; He 1s dogmatic in the
‘assertion that one does not enter or velong to the Church unless
he has wmade & public confession of his faith, A substitucted
faith is of no use, and a secret falth is not enough, Aithough
Hilbmaier constantliy argues thet baptisw shculd not be given
pefore a personsl confession is maede, he gives the impression
nevertheless, thut those who have publicly confessed Christ
are wmembers of tne Church, but are not in as good a stancing
as those who have followed Christ's commeand in respect to their
baptism, HUbwaier never claimed, as did some of the Ansbuptists,
that his church was the oniy itegitimate one, and that the cothers
were unchristian, full of iaclsters and worse thun heathen, On

the eontrary, Hlibmaler believed that his was a zonderiiche

Kirche, a "special church," just ws tne Roman and the Heformed

44, Dgf Zwelf Artickeld, Appendix IX, p. 1i.

A 14 s Appendix XVII, p. &2.
«7, 1lbid., p. 5&.
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were "special® churches., The conly distinction he draws is that
his church is clean while the other "speeizl? churches are full
of dross and tares which will not be rooted out untii Christ's
final Jjudgment, Those who heve not pubiiely and perscnaily con-
fessed Christ may think thaet they are members of the Cuureh, but
in fact they are not.

Since Htbmaier believes that both churches are confes-
sional, they must both be visibie., The "garticular® church,
therefore, 1s only & smail segwent of the vast, "generad'
chureh which enfolds all men who have confessed Christ,

HUbaacler writes, "And both churches are visible telicwuships,

48/
anug not imaginary, concepituald or mathematicali,"
sehiussreden, Zwingll

In his a G

attempted to uefine the general church as a "felliowship of true
falth,” and to expizin the national and locel variations by
recourse to history and geograpyhy. When he realized that Chis
was proving too unwieldy, he simplified his teaching with the
assertion that the church is "the general fellowshiy of true
vesievers «ho call themselves Christian?ijfo support his nation-
al church ldea, 1t was pabtural that he shoula emphasige the
gencrai® church, He feared that emphasis on the other side
wight encourage the dangerous attitudes of inuependence and
autonomy,., This is the second point st which Htbmasier took issue
with him, Hibmaier suspected that Zsingii's Eipzeiusirche huar-

bored unbelievers as weil us bellevers, and for this reason,

s Appendix XXV, Art, 17, p. S4.
h, Auslegung und grinde der schluss-

reden, in Kgli, Emix, G rpus reforuatorull, "iwing.is werne" VOLi,
LXAXIX, Bd. I, pp. 53-69.,

)
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placed his major emphasis upon the Gesemtkirche which was con-
posed ondy of those who had made an open confession of Christ
and accepled believers! baptism, He writes agaln:

", « esunnd I am speaking here about the

particular chureh, . Visibie brcthers

and sisters wust heve &« vislble cone
fession or sign (beptism) in ovder that

they may know one another; for even

though faith is only in the heart, pubiic
testimony, through which one agrees to

dive & Chrisctiun life, must accompany it o0/

If then we are to underst.und Hbumaler's conception of
tihe Church, we wust separate hils thoughts concerning its mean-
ing 1in the "general® sense from those concerning ilis meaning
in the "puarticularY sense, his thuoughts concerning the former
mey be stuted very simply. The "general® church is composed of
@ll Christiens who have confessed their faith, This is Lo say,
thet a Romen Cutholie or &« Lutheran, who has made this confes-
sion 1s e member of che "general" church, Infants, of course,
are exciuded, HHbmaier leaves it to Gou to purge this church
of its impurities at the Lastl Judgment, He 1lg pnot prepared to
assumse this task himse.f or to advocate thut physicel meusures
be taken.to accompiish it, OUn the locel and "particulier® level,
however, Htomalier believes thal such & separation can be made,
But this is not an actual separation of people who are aiready
in the particular church, but raether, tie process of recon-
stituvting the particulsar church on the basis of personal con-
iessivn and believers'! baptism, No cvne is admitiea ¢ member-

ship in the nowly constituted feliuwshipy uniess he has fulfliled

the new mewbership requirements, 4t will be remembered that in

50, Von dem Christeniichen Tauf
Appendlix VIL, p. 44,
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Aprii oY 1525, BHbimaier resigned &s priest and dissoived the
waldshut church, The church was then recunstituteé on Lhe
above mentioned bases. Therefore, Hlbmaier was an esiponent of
& particular church, "gathered through confession and baytlsm,"
while recognizing a "confessional"™ general church. Counse-
guently, when we speah of Hllbuwaier's church as being "gathered,"
"free" and "witnessing," we are speaking about his Gesamthirche.
In what sense wuas Hilbmaier's Gesantkirche "free"? It
wey be observed that the mewbers of this church were free to
bind themselves in stronger movald, spiritual and social obii-
gatiuns thun were the members of the Heformed churches which
are not normaliy considered to be "free" churches., Hibmaler
never counsidered freedom to mean spiritual license or social
noncommitment, He emphasized the obligations of the Christian
ethic Uo a very high degree and piaced the threat of exyulsion
&8 a guarantee thuat the conditions of church mewbershipy wouldd
be honored, The conditions were (1) the vow to better cne's
+ife and to corder ilving according to the rule and exemple of
Christ; (£) the obligation to live peacefuliy #ith one's feliow
believers; (3) the duty to'extend works of brotherly love to
one's neighbor, and (4) the commission to sitness for Christ
to those who had not experienced a spiritual rebirth, What
Hbmaier wanted was a freedowm frow spiritual coercion, He
doubted that cone could be compelled tec iive a Christian life
vy force of luw, To demand conformity to a certain type of
religious practice was not the first step toassrds Christian
living, as far as he could see, He observed that Christ invitea
His hearers to accept Iis invitation and to receive the free

Grace He offered., He did not propagate His Guspel with the aid



of the hengmen., Similarliy the Church, &s the representative

of Christ, should prdcia;m Chrlst's message and invite sinners
to accept 1t, Unlike the maln line of ansbuptist thought,
Hibsaler never suggests that the freedom of religicus sell-
determination carries with it an exemption frow the duties and
demanas of socliety, Thouse who h;te freeliy chosen Lo gather
together in the Gegssmthirche have not forsaken their civiec and
national aliegicunces., They are obliged to honor.uhe Gtate in
alli things which are not against God, and to suffer under the
harasiips that are the result of mankind's inhereat sintuiness,
Adtiaough the believer is & member of Christ's spirituad King-
dom, he is simultanecusly a member éf a physicaeld soclety. He
remains so as long as he is bound in the flesh and, theretore,
he must submit to his "worldly" rulers, In this sense, Hlbnaler's
concept of & "free" church only means that the body of Christian
bellevers shou.d be free to ocvder its faith and practice without
interference from the State,

The final facet in Hdbmeier's Church doctriue is his
emphesis upcn the idea thet the Uegamtﬁirche mustl be a witness-
ing fellowship. He saw the UGreat Commission as binding uyon
every member of the fellowship. He interpreted Chrigt's stute-
went literally, as did most of the THufer and, therefore, was
one of the earliest aavocates of what we now know s the modern
missionary movement. The Gospel munes & claim upon every be-
liever, He must evangelize., But this duty to evaugeiize 1is not
superimposed, The believer is not forced to witness by external
pressures,. He does so because of the internal quickening which
cccurred at his conversion, 1t is & natural result ot his

spiritual rebirth,
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Prior to the emergence of this great evengeliculd
aspiration, the oraimary Christian louked to his ecclesiasticud
authorities to order the poiicy and practice of Christilan living,
It was thought that this waes the exclusive prerogative of the
hiersrcehy., After the break, this area of the religious iife
was seen in an entirely different perspective, The bellever
did not need a vast educational background to share his faith,
All he needed was the text bock of the faliih, and the convic-
tion that the Gospel was true, He found encouragement aund
direction for his iabor in the felloashipy of vcher pelievers,

ithe Gesamtkirche that Hibmaier eunvisicned and tried o

orgenize was "gathered" and "free," and utterly different than
Lhe other churches, but it was not static or ingrown, He saw
it as an eiement in so¢liety which existed in order to tesLify
to the Guspel and Lo exert a truly Christian influence ugon
the community.

"This 1s the sum znd totad of & completedy

Christian life, It begins in the word of

God, 1t emerges in the acknowi.edgment of

sin. 1t experiences forgiveness in faith,

and 1t exercises itself in all good Christiean
works, Faith cannot go empty handed,"5d/

The Geacraments in General

As was mentioned previously, Hllbmaler's sacramentadl
ldeas are inseparably bound to his conceptl of the Church, it
is true that he had no sacramented doctrine in the Roman
Cathioiie or the Refourmed sense of the term, ke always denies

that Grace may be had through cutwaru ceremonies, and that the
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elements of water, wine anu bread are sacrzments ln uhems&;V&s.
The inw&rﬂ honoring of Christ's commend is the true Cacrawent,
He carefully &volds the word "Sacrament" and usually speaks
abuut the Pordinances." He recognizes Bapytism and the Supper
as legitimate because they were specifically commanded by
Christ.

Hlom:ier does noit lessen the gignificance of the opdi-
nances by uisassociatinﬁ Grace from them, Be actuaily places
them in the center of his thought., That Christ woudd not have
comsanded his foliowers to perform senseless acts is veason |
encugh for Hdbmaier to stress thelir importance., He sees that
they are meapningful in at least two waeys. The essential impor-
tance of Daptism is open confegsion, Hather than imparting
sowething new, 1t draws out the faith which is potential in the
beiiever through the work of the Holy Spirit., It places the
seal upon the believer's experience and, therefore, dlrecis
atiention into the past to the moment when the sinner cawe to
the realization thet his sins were forgiven, By accepting the
ordinance of Baplism, Lhe believer confesses shat has been done
for him, On the other hand, participation in the Lord'g Supper
ebmpletes the open confession end Carriés with it the second
significance of comwission, When the believer participates in
the ceremony he acknowledges his gratitude to Gud apnd also hisg
duty to extend brotherly love to his neighbor, Christ has comi-
wmissioned him to be & witness, The ordisances mean nothing
unless both aspects of a true faith, i.e. confession and com-
mission, are cperative, Hibmaier goes to considerable ilengths
to muke this clear, but the cruxz of his thought may be staled

in one sentence 3§ the person who acecepts Baplism makes a
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promlse tc God that he will try to be worthy of the new iife he
wes given at the momwent his gullt wes washed away, snuu shen he
paerticipates in the Supper he makes & promise to his neighbor
thaet in the present and in the future he will conduct niwselfl as
a Christian brother should. Therefore, faith and iove, or in
other words, confession and comslssion, are the bases upon which
Elilbmaier bullds his sacramental ideas, Faith and love are the
weans by which the Church binds itseif to Christ, ana they are
alsc the means by which Christ has bound Bimself to the Church,
For this reason, the Church must place the ordinances on the
right fecting, A failure to do this may severe the intimate
association between the Church and her Head. Hibsuzler writes:

"Oh, my Lord Jesus Christ, re-establish Lhe

two bands with «shich Thou hast cutwardldy

bound Thyself to Thy Bride; namely, Baptism

and the Supper, Unless Lhese two ure re-

estabiished according to Thine institution,

we will have among us neither faith, love,

church vow, brotherly diseipline, expulsion

nor excomgunication without which things 1t
will never be welli in Thy Church,"92/

BAPTIEM

Witn this review of Hftbmeier's general attitude toward
the Sacrsments 1n mind, we must now turn our attention w a
summary of his thoughts concerning Baptisw and the Supper indi-
vidually.

Ifnroughout Hilbmaier's bagtismal controversy with Zewingli

. there is oniy one major point of contentions who, according to

Christ's commund is gualified to receive baptism? Hﬁbm&ier

comes to the conciusion thail the regenerate, responsibie and

52, Die Zweif Artickel, Appendix IX, p. i2.



intelilgent believer is the only fit subjJect, The teaching
woich grows out of this conciuslon is simple and consistent,
His stutements are aliways ¢lear. The best single example of
his position is found in Ve Christs

D&/
s LHubig e,

Ihe basis upon which Htbmaler built his doctirine has
been aiscussed in snother connection and need nov be fully
reiterated. Let it suffice to observe that fle found a seemingly
unshakable support for his position by emphasizing the absolute
authorivy of Seripture, The topie of eight writings is that
:%dobapcism is pownere commanded in the New Testament, But
Hlibmaler does not rest his cuse on this negatlive argusment, He
is even more anxicus to point out that Christ made an intelli-
eent apreal and expected an intelligent response. If this were
the essence of the Gospel when 1t was In itvs ianfaney, HUbmulier
coudd not understand why the theme should have changed six-
teen centuries alfterwara, The Chrisviun 1ife shouid always
begin in the same way wiith the personal and inteiligent con-
fession ol Christ,

iather and Zsipgli had committed themselves to the
propositicon that a personai falth is the only Jjustification,
but as far as Hibwaler coulid see, they were not supgorting Che
theoretical side of thelr dectrine with a consistent gracticald
apprlication, Hbmaler had done this bhimself by postioning his
own re~baptlisa for three years after bhe lad accepted the tneo-
reticai basls for it. Therefore, he is persistent im his at-

tempt to bring the Lhecry and the practice together., Io be

bo,., Appendix VII,
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sure, he could not find one Hew Testament report of a bapliswm
which was not preceded by faith, 1t was &t this point that
Bwingli found his greatest dirficudty. If he waré to save his
kinzelkirche idea, he had to retain infant bapiisim, ana ir he
were to retain infent baptism,he had to find svise way of sup-
porting the practice by the authority of Seripture. He coula
nct argue that zedobaynism is Justified even tnough it has wo
seripturad example, becauze to do this would be to admil that

all of the Romun extra-biblical jpractices are Simliariy Jusili-
fied, This would have destroyed his Protestant posiiicon, On
the other hand, a denial of pedobeptiam's Justificdtion would
place him in the camp of The THufer. As neither of these were
satisfaclory adternatives, he had no choice but %o redy on the
most subtle of theories to yrotect his pesition, By retaining
the practice he had to justify the theory, and the Bible was the
only authority upon which such a Justification coula be made.
Conéequenniy, Zwingli interpyrets pedobaptism into the Scripture,
He argues that whether the injunction Lo baptize infanis is in
the Bible or not, at icast its gr;ubice is recorded, dupport
for this srgument 1s found in the references to the Y"whole
erowa" anu the "whole house," Hébmaier turns this aside with
the suggestion that Pilate, ﬁefod and Cailephas might huve been
numbered among the "whole crowd." Zwingll then suggestis that
there must be & forbidding law before something can be forbidden,
Infant baptism is not expressly forbidden, so it must be ap-

) o4
proved, Hibmaler sees Lhis as & nonsenslical argument. The idea

" 54, This work, p. 147, Quotation from Von dem Curisten-
dichen Tauff der gl¥ubigen. Appendix VII, p. 54,
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that circumecision 1s the appropriate symbol of baptism is Che
one that Zwinglil argues the most strenuousldy. Agaelin HUbmaier
will have nothing to do with the idea, He suggests that Nouh's
ark is a much betier symbol,

"I beg you, for the sake of the Last Judg-

ment, to lay aside your Uld Testament ram-
biing about circumeision, You know very
well that circumcision is not a figure of
water baptism, You have no Sceripture to
support it, Hather, it is Noah's ark
(I Peter &3¢ see also Cyril's remarks on
John lib, 6, ¢. 15), How just as no one
entered the ark who did not believe, s0
also in the power of this figure, should
no cne be baptized before he orally con-
fesses his belief,nb5/
Similarly, BHbmaler denies that Christ's invitation
i
to the chilaren (Mat, 19:.i4) supports g&uoba;tism. He says
P
that Christ was illustrating the virtue of humiiity and inti-
mates that Jesus seid, "Let the children come," and not, "Bring
them in your arms,"

All of Zwingli's other argunments are discarded in the
same way. The chiid is not filled (eingegessen) with Grace at
bapilism nor cen he share the faith of his parents, Christian
parents cannot be sure that they wilii proauce Christian chil-

0
aren. Neither is y%dobaptism a Pfiichtzeichen, because a per-
son wust understaend & auly before he cun assume the responsl-
pility for it,

Bbmaler sums up his view of what baptiswm 1s in one
sentence, He writes:

"leon, -- #&s istl der Wassertaufl?

Hang «- Er ist ein eflsseriich uno offentiiche

zeugnuss des inwendigen Tauffs im geyst (inwen-
dige erleuchtung vnnserer hertzen) die der

&

od. Bin Gesprech Baithusar Hibm8r von Fricbersg,
Appendix VIILI, p. is4,
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mensch gibl Wit der enntplfahunng des
dassers, darmit er vor allen mennschen
sieh bekhennet seiner s@nden,"56/

ANy
Bagpiﬁm is the cutward seal of an internal justiti-

Nand WY
cztion h&mfu&th. It is given in remigsié%m pececatorum, not

because the water washes wsway sin nor because the Caurch has

the power to forglive the sinner. Rather, the person who has
already found forgiveness in God's wercy, yetitions the Church
to administer Christ's ccmmands to open its doors four feliowe
ship and to place the baptismal vow upon him., The vow is impure
tent because 1t does not sufiice that the sinner is forgiven,

He must promise to betier himself, The believer can muke tais
promise because he does it in the strength of Goda, The piecing
of the baptismal vow upon him is the exclusive prerogative of

the local religious community (the Ussawtkireche), It also

possesces the sole right of discliplining und excommunicatiug.

This is the crux of Hibmaier's teaching on baptism,.

It is not pussible te attribute his disposition to
hereditary or externad infiuences, He was pondering the ues-
tlon long before he had intimate contact with any Anabaptist
group and as far &s 1s known, he wes never in contact with any
advocate of belilevers' baptism during his formative years.
Consequently, we must conclude thaet his baptiswmual beliefs were
first and foremoust the resuits of his New Testament study and

his rethinking of the Church's true nature.
THE LCRHD'S SUPPER

Hibmaler's eucharistic doctrine is no less important to
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his concept of the Church then is his doetrine of baptiswm, The
reason cthat his ideas do not reach the sauwe yoismié}sharpness
in this respect is simply exjplained by the fact thut he was in
agreement with thq?general Reformation position., 1In the main,
he agrees with Zwih&li and Kerlistadt by viewing the ordinauce
as a memorial Supper, It is not a sacrifice, and Christ 1s not
iliterally or figuratively ccunnected with the elements,
Hbmaier's ideas are presented very clearly in Ein Form
%/ e/
des HNachtwmals Christi and Ein ainfeltige undgerricnt, He
believes (hatl those who partake of the bread and wine declare
their falth in Christ's saving death and agree to do soﬁething
for the Cne who has done so much for them., Just as inward faith
and pubiic confession are Joined to baptism, so faith and
brotherly love are Joined to the Supper. Fedlowshipy aith
Christ gresuuses feliowship with a2il those who believe and con-
fess Him., The ordinance 1s the seal of this feldicwship.
Hibmaler guards ageainst the idea that the outward ceresmony
creates the fellicwship, The feliowship exists already in the
souls of believers in the same way as faith resides in the soul
of the candidate before he is baptized, The culward ceremanies
in both cases testify to inward realities., Without the inaer
feilowship, the Supper is no more meaningful for the partici-
pant than was the original Supper for Judas. Hlibmaler writes:
PBut this is the right fellowship of the Saints,
which exists not because tine bread is broken,
but the bread is broken where true fellowship
exists, ., .(This is so) because ail those who

break bread are not participants in the body
and blocd of Christ. . .Let me ililusirate Llbls

57. Appendix XVIII.
56, A pendix XVI.



by pointing to the traiter, Judas. But

those whoe are now gathered together in a

spiritual fellowship may use the outward

testimonies of this (the bread and wine)

righteousiy. . «Similariy, we do not be-

lieve because we are baptized, but we are

baptized because we believe,wd9 '
The Supper then, has & two-fuld significance., First, it is a
grateful remembrance of what Christ has done for mankind, and
second, it is a love feast through which one pledges his
willingness to serve Christ in works of compassion and mercy
to other men, The Supper is not celebrated properly uniess

€0/
both of these aspecis are in force, Hell is prepared for the
Devil and all those who break the fellowshlipy by leaving the
€l/

works of compassion and mercy unfulfiiled, If the Christian
understands the fundamentali meunings of both cordinances, how-
ever, ana attempts to fulfill the obligations connecled Uthereto,
he has faith, love, the law and the prophets,

#if 1 love God with my whole heart, scul

and strength, and wy neighbor as wmyself, s
1 have fuifilled the law and the pruyhats."b“/

DISCIPLINE AND PUNISHAEENT

With a summary of Hibmaier's attitudes toward disci-
pdine and punishment we come to the last important area of
hiis doctrine of the Church, hflbmaier believes Lhat unless all
four areas of Church life are proPer1§ ordered, the Church can-

not be healthy and efiective, DBaptism, the Supper, disclpline

59, Ein Form des Nachimals Christi, Appenaix XVI1I,

_ - tafel, Appendix XVII, p. o9
alld VQ 4 i & y - aul; 3 bi en, A}yahuix Vll,

E (¥ ristcnniiChE Leer afel, Qgt Cit-’ e 63-
65, Ibid., p. 51,

e e
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anc punishment are tied tougelher and cependent upon vne anciner,
If one is negiecteu, ail the rest must suffer., Ho. then does
Howuler reiate Churen ciseipline ana punishment to the ordi-
nances? Three of his empyhases are lmportant Lo this connecclon,
These ares (i) the baptismal vow (Taufgeillbd); (&) the love
oath (Liebepfiicht) sworn during the celebrution of the Supper,
and (3) the Church's power of the keys, The first two provide
the basis upon which chureh discipline ance punishment are
-esbabliahed. By giving his vow, the bellicever freely aygrees to
betier hils life and to pluce himself under Lhe ruse of Christ,
Through the iove ocath he sweurs to extena brotherly love and
w¥orks of compassion Lo his neighbor, TIresppass agalnst elither
cf these makes a person liable to Christien chastisewent, The
Church's power of the keys provices an external anu cullpdémen-
tary Justification for punishmenc, In other words, the Vow and
the calh are the means, and the keys are the way.

The power of the keys was a funcdamental issue for both
Z4ingli and H¥bmaier, but it is interesting to notice #hat a
wide aifference there is between thelr two views, They agree
st only one point, That is, they are both opposed Lo the pepas
pretention of exciusive right. Zwingil interprets the act of
Christ in giving the keys Lo Peter as nolhing moere than the
commission to preach the Gouspel, Whoever beiieves w«ill be
saved, and whoever does not believe wiil be demned, Hilwmuler,
however, interprets this actl in & way very much cloger Lo the
Aomwan Cetiiolic position, He believes that the Gesamtkirche, as
the Jocas representative of Christ on earth, has the power to

viéce the seal upon the forgiveness that the sinner has found
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in Christ, and to cpen the voor of feldowship to him, “%éonverse-

iy, the Gesamtkirche also has the power to exclude the per-

sistent sinner from the fellcwship if he fails to iive up to
6a/
the agreements mude previocusly,
wWhether a person is admicled or excluded is a watler
for the local fellowship to deecide, It must sct according to
Seripture and be gulded by the insights of Christlan virtue,

It acts oniy wus Christ's represcnlative, and finds ils auchority

65/
to do s0 in Matthew 1lH:ls,
The thought behind Hilbmuler's advocacy of disclipline
and punlishment iliustrates cgain that he was a practicad theo-

ioglan, He bedieves that if the Gesamteirvhe 1s to be etiec-

tive, it must countain onliy those bellievers whose u%dication Lo
Christ is compiete, He realizes that & person can suller &
spiritual relapse and thuraby.weahen the interncl devotivn and
the external effectiveness of the fel;cwshiﬁt/ {herefore, Ulhe
weak Jink has to be strengthened or cust ocut. HUbmaler pro-
videa & way Lo strengthnen a weak member through church disci-
piine, ana o mesans for removing him through the ban if he
proved irreconcilable. The ban was te¢ be used obdy as a Lust
resort; as a means oif compelling the "fallen" weunber to repeunt

anu Lo seek readmission, In the writing Von dew Chrisceniichen

Lann, HUbuaier makes considerable provision for the regentaat
member'!s readwissiovn, Under the title, "How Llhe regentant sinner

shou.d be readwibted," he gives this advices

6o. Yon dew Chrisceniichen Bann, Appendix XX, pe. <o
4. dlbid.

65, 1bid., go 7o

et, Von der iriederdichen streff, Appendix XIX, p. 18,




"In conciusivn, when the bauned member
cenfesses and is sorry lour his sin, and
when he docldes to turn frem 1T, Lo muke
apmends, to beyg Gou to be gracious, and
to betler his 1ife, then he shall be Jjouy-
fully recémicted to the church in the
power of Christ's key of admittance. . .
Ihis shail not haypen only seven times,
but seventy times seven tiwmes, that is
four hundred ance ninety times, . This
is to say that as often as the excluded
sinner is sincere in weking auwenas, he
should be readmitted,67?/

ine stress thet Hibmaier placed upon the idea

=€6

Clia b

vhere is no salvaticn ocutside tihe Church, adued werght to the

threat of the ban, The spiritual governwent of the Gesowt-

kirche requirea this provision,

Fo 4 Heallstic Attitude loward Maglstracy:

Hibuaier's departure frow the mainstream of Anabapiist

chought 1s scen most clearldy in his statementls regarding magis-

tracy, Frankiin Litlell cbserves that obedlénce to c¢ivii

government is the most wifficult problem in the siuay
€g/

baptist beliefls in generad, 1ihls 1s su because Lhere

& wide runge of oginion among the Anabajptists at this

ur discussgion has shoasn that there was ne counsistent

of Ana-
was such
point,

Hllea—-

baptist attitude toward magisbrocy and that Hibmaler proviued

one of the inconsistencies.

Litteil further cobserves thal "a good deal of

Lie

(Anavaprist) resirzaint towsird governweni was due to the denun-

6u/

clation of tofficiai! reldigion.," It is interesting to notice

€7, Von dem Christeniichen Bann, App€nalx -4,
6o, Livteil, o0p. €1ll., p. 06,
to, ibid.
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thet «hile Hibuaier denounced "official religlon," he aid not
similariy denounce official government, He would have nuchinﬁ
to do with the revcelutioneries, and he was egually adverse Lo
the quietistic cdefenseliessness and the complete separation from
the “ﬁurluly" powers which appealed to «hat ﬁe-ﬁave cadied ihe
"mainstream" of Anabaptisw., Just as Hibw.ler's doctrine of the
Church is an amslgamation of Anabaptist and Heformed ideas, so
is his attitude toward wagistracy a cowbination of both points
of view, He takes the middle ground between Lhe Lwo exlremes,
He sees the Church as autonowmous in the reasm of spirituad
government, butbt he recognizes that the Slate must coumand ove-
dience and be autoncmous in the realism of Cemporal government,

Hlibmaler was no less a free churchmwan for Che stand he
took., Perhaps hls free churchmanship was more vital because it
was pleaced on & reslistic footing. In this consideration again
thie practical side of his nature triumphed over the ldeallstic
siue, He realized that it was of no use to fiy in the fuve of
"worldliy" power because it is the product of manklnd's own
syiritual inadequacy, Men cannot discara it because they have
noihing better to substitute, 1t is unfortunate, butl magis-
tracy fudfiils a very necessary function in scciety.

In Von dew Schwert, Hibmaler eny$;%ns Just how it is
Chiat "woridliy" government came into being?’ He atiribuies 1its

_ 74/
origin tu Acam's fall in Lden (Gen, &6:1€)., After the fall, God

gave certain worthy individuals the right te rule, Among these

<

; . A _ T
Hibsaler lists Abrahaw, Moses, and the Juuges.“/fne peOplLe,

I?ui h;yéhhl&. Xi‘_lV, e 17.
7i. 1lbid. '

Tes lhid,
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hovever, were not satisfied aith these dilvineldy a,pointeq men,
Iney wanted rulers who were less dewanding, ahd, consequently,
they turned from God and raised kings over cnemse¢ve:?/ in its
origin then, &ll contemporary magisiracy is indebled to this
sinfud action for its foundetion, 1t is the resulit of mensina's
own sinfulness, To be sure, this is not a very cumforiing ex-
planation, but it is Hibmaler's way of saying, "worldiy" magis-
tracy is here to stay as long as human iiie exists, so the
Christian must find some peaceful relationshipy to it and dis-
cover how it may helpy rather than burt him, It is imgpossible tu
withdraw from it because man cannot withdraw from himselif, Ko
matter how much the devoted Christian yearns for lile cm the
spir%bual level, he wust dive his physical iife on the temporal
JeVGl?/ Hibumaier thinks thet the wiser plan wouid be to exert a
Christian infliuence upon Cemporal povernment; Lo iry and elect
a Christian magistracy or counciz?/ Little, of course, can be
done about hereuitary rulers as thegy hold tnelr right to rule
from God, If they are baeu and oppress their subjects, it may
be Goa's way of punishing a people who deserve no beiter treat-
Te/
ment,

In respect to.exerting influence upon temporal govern-
ment, 1t wust be said that HUbmalier never suggested thuat Lhe
Chureh shouid concern itseif with particular governwental poli-
¢les any more than he sug;ested that the OStute should exert its

infiuence in particuluar matters of religion, Havher, the Church

76. Appendix XXIV, p,., 17,
74. lbid., pp. 5, 55-37.
TS. Ibld,, po. 37T=-40,

76. Ibid., Fe I,
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as a communivy of Christian uisciyles, shoulc aet as the ieaven
in society anu exert un'inuixect influence by giving a tlestimony
t¢ what 1is merally, spirituadily end physically wholiesome, e
s¢e .then that Hbmaier's position is nearly identicual to the
modern free church attitude., Hence, he was not oniy cne of the
first exponents of the modern missionary movement, but he was
alsc one of the first adVUCata$ of mouern free churchmanship,
He believed thut the Church ana the State wmust operate on dif-
ferent levels. The former is concerned with spiritual netters
and has the right to demaend cbedience to gulrituas governaent
which is based on God's Word, 1t alone wmay punish spiritual
offenders, The latter has Jurisdiction in "worldly" alfalirs;
that is, in things which do not concern the faith and lifé of
the Church,

Hibmaier's attitude is realistic, because it makes
provision for life on both levels, Of course, this lite is
to be Christian, but it can be iived in both the "worlidiy"

and the "heavenly" sphere,



CURCLULIUN

Un the tenih day of March, 1586, a fire was lighted
ahiich consumed not only Hibmaler's vody, but Lis type of
Anabaptism as wesl, One of Fercinund's ambiticns was thorough-
4y realizeu, Huns Spltalmeier became Hibmuier's successor at
Nicouisburg and was soun calied upon to ueal with the same type
of factionism which had beset the feliowship early in id27.
uleaeﬁann gontinued Lo auvocate the Cwies CLype ol the faitin
and soun propused that a Coristian communisue be estebiisned Lo
help the poorer refugees who conblinued to arriVe from the west,
1. spite of Hbmaier's efforis to integrave the refugees with
the indigénous Anabeplists, & he.lthy union had never been
achieved, Hlbmaler's teaching, especialily aboutl theWswora,"®
Was not acceplted by the Swslss, siihough it found ready acce,-
tance among Che native Ansbaptists, ITherefore, even when he
Nicouisburg fel.cwsnuip enjoyed 1ts best perioa of iife, there
Was a very real cleuvage in its renks. The majority gave their
alieglance Lo HUbmaier's iveas anu remeined true to thew afver
his death, but the bwiss migority continued to agitale for 1iuis
oun reilglous aspiration., Comuunism was one of the naturad
rezulis of the owiss loeald. It was not long belfore thne union
of the refugees ana the natives was broken and Lhe Two groups
d4ere meeting separately, |

Ihe Licchiensteln brothers rememcered whal huevoe hud
been caused when fuctions formed auring Hut¥s activitles in
Nicolsburg anu decicved thet no civision wousd be toderated

within the Ansvtaptist feliowshipy, hen Wicdemann's party refused

272
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to acqulesce to the will of the majority, Lhey were askea oo
lesve Uhe Liechtensiein Lerriboryf/ wiedsmunn and two hunurea
of nhils foliowers were sscorted to the border of Lhe margra-
viate where bans and Leounmhart drank thelr nealill anu wished

o/ _
them Gou's speeu on their Juurne;i They travedled to the
€slutes of the barons voen haninz near austeriiiz ahere vhey
#ere enthusiasticadldy raceiVeg. Ifhis swaid band of precoumi-
nantliy cwiss brethren became the nucleus of Lhe greal woravian
movement which menaged Lo survive persecuiion anay o pass on
its persuasion to the people who are nuw knosn as the EHennoniles,

Although hBlbmuier's church et Kicolsvurg reuwcined more
or Jess iu tact and true to his tesching, Spitalmaler wos not
capable of continuing HUbmaier's strong leacership and, conse-
gquently, Hibmaler's conservative Ansbaptism soon clieu out,
Hibwaler was the oniy man cupable of preserving Lhe counserva-
tive Anabaptist ideal. He formulated and orgunized it, 4#hen
he was goune, there was no one to teke his piace.

Baptist historians have urged thet HUbtaicr was ULhe
greatest of the anabaptist iecacers, This ,oint of view, huw-
ever, is conuitioned by (Lhe cbservation thut Hlomeler wes Lhe
first advocate of beliefs which are identical to those thut Uhe
Wouern Bapllsts hold deur, bBut this does not mean thal he was
the greatevst Anavaplist, nor that the modern bejplist persudasicn
was directiy infliuenceu by nls iceas. BHlbmuler sas not the

foremost auvocate of any wovement. He was a movement in hiwself,

+a UWilh, Henry C,, fhe Jtory of the aennoniies,
kennonlilte Publilcation Cffice, Newtun, 145U, p. o0,
2. 1bid.

Se AbIiG.
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ne was an originai thionker who Iormuiated e perticusar Ly,a_uf
evangelicul Christienity for ahich the worlia was noL ready. A
century passed before the English Baptisis and the awerican
Baptists touk up Che ldeals which Hvwaler huu duefenueu, auna
passed them on Lo succeedlng generatiuns: -But tne§e eardy
Daptists never heard of Hibmsier, and eVen;today the vast
majority of Baptisis are ignorant of the identity of tneir
spiritual forefather,

#e have seen thuat Hibsaler rivaied boih Luther ana
dwinglli in populdarity, and that he was & persconality #ﬂu Culli=
wanded attention awong bobh the masses anu the isauers, e
may well ask why, if he was 80 weil knosn auring his iifetime,
is he forgotten today? Adthough he wrcote a great dead, none
of bis thought survived in a way to prove direct indeblea-
ness to him., Pour reasouns for this may be suggested.

First of ail, the worid was nov prepared Lo accept
anat he had vo give, IHis naﬁ\& ccupromise pusition between
twe diffevent types of reformeu Christisnitvy., TLhere was no
room for such a compromise in the sixteenth century, The two
exlremes had to remaeln separcte. The lines of cemarcation
coudd not be wipea out while an infant Protesltantisp {aced a
sature Cathoiicism, Compromise in one area wipht Jead LU CUl-
promise ln another and a successlve dissigation, Lulher ana
Zwingili achieved such a compromise between Catholiiclism aund
Protestantism., They could not carry it furcher.

veconudy, Hlbmalier hau on.y Iocur years Lo cevoule (o
reform, Zwingll was given thirteen years in shich (o work for
his type of reformed Christianity,and Luther enjoyed twenty-

nine yeurs as & refovmer, If Zoingil had been uelfeated ol the
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seconu Zlrich uwisgutetion in 1546, and if Luther bau been
crushed at Jorws in JOogl, We Bay WONUer hoWw we.l hknosn Lhey
Wousd be today enu how much ¢f Lhelr faith wousu have been
preserved, f[he important mecelings at Zlrich and Jorms otturred
Just four years afler Zwingli and lLuther began their respec-
vive reforms. It is remurkaeble thal any record of ﬁﬂugéitr'ﬂ
liie and work remuins €0 us shen we remeuber whet pergecuticn
attenced his later Jlife and what & suppression of nis icveas
foiicwed after his dewuth,

fhirdiy, H@bmeier had neither Clme nor opportuunlicy to
organize nlis beliefs into an orderly boay of doctrine, With-
out a specific and weil thought out doctrinald pusition, no
reformer cou.d hope for & visible continuation ¢f his bei.iefs,
H#bwaier's church at Nicolsburg coilapsed because Lhe members
did not have & secure foundation for their ldead, HUpmaler
wes Shalched from Uhelr midst at Just the eriticad stuage of
uevediopment, There can be no doubt that he was planuning to
systematize his belliefs and to instruct hi§ foiiviwers Just as
50cn &8 the internal division had been overcowe., He began to
GO this with the publication of hié four instructive pap hiels,
but he was interrupted by Hut's untimely appearauce., Alter
that, he made no further rogress,

And lustly, Hbmaier wes never bliessed wilh o reilabie
noble patronage. He was not only oppoused by the Howan aulihori-
ties and the State, but also by his former Swiss collcagues,
fhe tTenuous security he found at Nicolsburg was as cicse as he
ever came o an etmosphere ccnducive to the unrestricted fur-
therance ¢f his reform. The tragecy is thet he weg aclucisy

in the greatest danger at the moment he feil most secure,
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whab wourd have happened haa Hidbmaier surviveda to
carvy on his reform is 4 uselecss econjecture. #we can hardly
visualilize what he wight have done., He was & man of iqgfﬁuous
contraaiction, Who woulid have thought thut & boy who pos-
éessed such a simpie background woulc beccme a friena ana
companion of great men on both sides of the Reforwation
strugg+e? He won the highest praise in his study and went on
to be the priest of an important university church, & profes-
sOor and the virctual heac of the university ictself. 1Is it
reasonable to think that he wouid leave these important posts
to preach hate anc destruction against an Knirenched, ruciad
minority, «nd do 1t so effectively thut success crowned his
efforte where others had failed? He ignited the wost consuwing
fervor for pilgrimage that scuthern Gerwany had ever exjperi-
CnCed 8N, @5 & Iesult, geined the pruise and zumiraiticn of
both his eccliesiastical superiors ana the civie suthorities.
Cousid anything be more contradictury than & strietl ceremoni-
éiist and doman apclogist turning his back on o prowising end
secure luture to advocate a cause completely alien to his back-
ground and experience? He forsock his training enc trauditlion
to champion & wovement shich could not have been wore lforeign
to #nat he formerly defended, Would any of his frienus have
imagined in 1521 that during the seven years foliowing his
deparcure from Hegeusburg he was to be persecuted from ali
siaces, lmpriscned, tortured snd finally condemned Co desth as
& traicor?

Perhaps he was ponuering thoughts and guestions simllar
to those slaled above as the cart rumbied along toward the

sStake, Iisbeth had called encouragement to him from her cell



winuow?/ He couid @io no more than offer & pruyer for ner. ihe
pECple wWere crowding around nDuw, Jesuvlng «nd LLrosidy nlings
into the cart, {here weas the stake., 4 syuwpathetic voice

near by said, YThe fruth caunot be siain,” YPrauy God that

that be true," he lLhought, as the curt cume Lo an abrupl halt,

4. Loserth, Johann, Loctor Baithsser Bllumaier und die
anfoge ver Jiedertdufer in Mahre:n, p. 4165,
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NOTE A.

URSACH WARUMB DER WIDERTAUFER PATION UNND ERETER ARFENGER
DOCIOR BALTHASAR HUEBMAYR 20U WIEN AUFF DEN. ZEHNTEN HMARTIJ
- ANKO 1526 VERBRENNT SEY. DUCTOR BALTHASARS
HUEBR YR HANDIUNG

Dem durchieuchtigen Hochgebornen Fursten und Herrn Georg
Hertzogen zu Sachsen, lLandgrave Jjn Turing und dargrave zu
deysseu u, meinem gnadigesten Herrn Wunsch ich Johan Fabri
Doctor von Goutt unserm Herrn und Heylendt Jesu Christo gnad
undg frid,

Wiewol Doctor Balthasar vil Jjar als ain Christen-
licher Leerer und briester beim gmeiner christenlichen kirch-
en, die ain Seul und grundueste der warheit ist, belliben, das
Ewangelion zu Fryburg jo Brissgew, nuch gmainen chiistenlichen
verstandt gelert, und auch von uvannen gen Ingeistat xhomen,
daselb vil Jar pfarrer gewesen, nachuclgenus 2u hegensburg
predicant in dem Thumstifft worden, die Juden vertriben, die
schonen Marien und derselbligen wailart, such das stalnen
sariabidd daselb vor der capel aufgericht, ist er Goch von
ertlichen bossen practic und hanciungen Wegen, von Hegeuspurg
gen Waltzhut khomen, und daselb sich etliche Jur priesceriich,
und in sonders mit den sacramenten der kirchen pach christen-
lichen brsuch, abermals und wie ainen christenlichen pfarrer
gezimbt, wol genhiten, und in sonderhait hat er fur gotiich
ange Eghen. das er dem hochwiraigen sacreuent neve Cercuony
guffrichte, it dew seibigen under aie kirchthur, wie uer-

e¢lbigen jeunndtbrauch zu Sowmer zelt, gengen, 2Zu ostertichen
fest und in der hoiligen sochen, sO er die unnuer thonen mit
gem_ sscrament zu uen krancken gangen, sonuere unnu anuecniige
procession sueh Ceremoni gehalten,

Als nun aber des verdawpten Luthers leer furgeprochen,
hat er aus seinem hoffertigen ungebornen bosen gelst gedacht,
wlie der, so den tempel Diane verbrennt, asuch untodiich und
reich zu werden, und &lso allie seine such unu vorgende leeren
umbgescurtzt, und newe suchen eingefurt, wiewoli er bestenulig
nie auf keinen beiiben, sonnder stalbz von ainem, wie dan such
duther, Zwingli und des gleichen schwermer gelist, an daz cnder
gelalien, also hat er erstiich mit der idess gelhon, va &r an-
fenngeldich die Epistel und das Buangelium teutsch gemacht, und
also teubtsch in der mess gelesen hut, darnach hat er den Can-
cnen verendert, nachuclgends hat er das Secrament ifur lelb und
elut Chrisoi under baiden gestailen geben und aufgetallitb, und
alspeld die liess gar teutsch aufgericht, zu letst von dlsen
adicm gevallen, und ain newes nechtmal furgenomen, und von uen
sacrament des a.turs, gantz nichtz, dann da: es aillelin brotv und
wein sey, gelert, wWiewol er auch zway Jar an aln wnaer, die
Junckfraw Mariaz, und die heiligen geiobt, alils furpitter geert
und geprediget, und alies nach christendiiclher ordnung gepreuliget
ulu gehalien, hat er aoch zu letst heluwiich versamnlung zu
haben angefangen, zwischen Hat und gmaln zertallung gemacht, Oy
aiso von furbit der muler goltes gefurt, cas Sulve reglna ab-
gethon, freyvag, sembstag und alle t.g flceisch essen erdaubt,
Er hat auch wider furgenomen, daz Kalserlich Edlct zu ver-
werffen, dan es nun susgangen, das geisvdieh und wedtliich 1r
schmerbeuch und seckel aus ver armen blul und seiner arbeitl
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fullen mogent, und hal aliso K,i, zu Hungern und Dehalm aus-
geben, jr, Ma, sey ein kindlicher herre, verfure Jjr vo.ick,
mit trutzlichen wourten, du vippernaterzungl megst mir nichts
schaden! -

Unnd seo er fur sein Urdinari Bischoue zu Constentz
beruefit, hat er gesagt, es sey Jm nit gelegen vor den heuch-
ier zu erscheinen,

Una ais K.k, in den Doctor, &ls ainen aufrurigen nit
hat wellen lenger zu Waltzhut geduldden, hal er an gericht, daz
sein parthey zusamen geschworn, Jjn nit ze Jassen und cie, so
Jn binaus beliaiten, zu erwurgen, hat auch die weloer sufge-
pracht, deren etlich jere wor gehabt, das er velelben sclt,
sind sy 2u adien giocken gelossen una freud geleutet, nach-
uolgends als ellich von den Waldstetien Komen, unc mi¢ denen
von Waltzhbut, darmit gehorsaw werend, gehandeit, hal er bey
achtzig men alweg zwen und zwen an sich geheckt, und uen ge-
santen zu tratz ist er wit sinen bucklein jnen fur dle herberg
zogen, So nun wider erraten man so in furen isssen und ven
der stat verwelsen, das er wider practicilert, das er beliben,
Nachuolgends hat er aber ein sonder practic angeriecht, das
mali ailnen nach dem anuern eingethon, gefregt u. als er uber-
meret, wan solie K, i, gehorssmen, habent sy sich die von waliz-
hut umb Jariieh viertzig guiden ge _en Gem Locoor bBalthasar
muessen verschreliben, laut seines devers, so vorhanden 1stl
Und «ls er etiich zeit zu Schafhausen geweszen, hat er etlichen
von weltzhut vil mal geschriben, und angericht, daz aufl ain
zelt als der durchieuchtig hochgeborn Furst, herr Ernst Marg-
graue zu Baden u,, wmeln genediger Herr, gen iynfelden ain tag
diser sach halb gehalien, und wellen handlen, Garmit etliich
aldgencssen aus der stat und zusatz kament, uabent sein anbang
die pild zerrissen, und gleich desselbigen tag haet mwan in der
nechit das thoer etilchen sufthun muessen, dle heenu dven Doc-
tor von Hellow herab beialt, und wider des Hats wilien elnge-
furt, daz darumb beschehen, darmit durch Margegref Ernsten, die
von Waltzhut nit wurdent beredt, das sy K.i, als jenen Lands-
fursien gehorsam warenl, und hat aiso vor den aldgenossen in
der kirchen und sunst wider zu aller aufrur ansahen predigen,
urd selne versamiungen zum schnabel und cnvern Urten von newen
bingen gehabt, Babst, Kayser, kunig u, auf daz hochst geschmacht,
und in sonder wer sy Fursten habe halssen sein; und ansahen
ieern, wie das gwaln Volick ain cverkalt zu selzen, und zu enni-
setzen hab, sy sind nli schuldlg zehenden, zins, fael, glaes
Zu geben, und welcher so lang zinsset hab, duas er daz haubt-
gut bezahlt, sey nit mer schululg zu geben, ltem duas wasser,
visch, hoitz, feid, bun, waid, wildpret, auch vogel solient
frey sey, wo es geschriben stand, das visch, vogel, weld,
hoitzer, und das wiidbret der herrn sey,

Darnach anfahen precigen, dieweil, sy dle vogel auf-
gestossen, «le lanng sy die nesier, das ist aus filegenheus-
iein, aitar und tauffstain dulden wellen, curauli gen Linder-
taul abgethan, sich selbs und andre tauffen lus:-en, den tauf
aufgeschut und altar zerrissen,

Er hat auch gin Hackenpuchssen in seinen Haus pgehebt,
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larcasch ain fewrpuchss, etwan ain Schischit-

ggnweft, aarmit an die thor gesessen, hat die bo , boiwerck helf-
2 €N, und zu deni uxualutenden VOLCK gsagt, es

se x ain sculickung von gobtt, das sy & der arbairl so gutwlilig
&ei;& E -

Derzu wieder die so messesyuren furent, die grossen
Hannsen vil schmache red geiriben, sconnuer wider K. M, Rat sein
ungenamet una llea von jnen gemacht,

Und als ain mal die pauvren zu waltzhut eingezogen naw,
er zu der precig mit der Tumen lassen schlahen, den pauern
geprewiget wildpret, visch, vogel, wun, wald, holizer, und
dergieichen sind frey, und nit schuldig fael, glaes u., het
8lso mit den paurn in die vesnacht, und sonst vii gmeinschafit
und praciic gehabt, hat auch vermogt, das eilich hivaus von
daltzhut gezogen, wicer den wolgebornen grauen Rudoff von
Sultz, deren alner ersticchen, und zweyen die finger abgehawen,

ltem er hat angericht, daz die kclch, wessgwanat una
anderes von der kirchen verkaufft, von den jim ain schuartzer
schamliote leviten rock worden, daraus hat er ain leibrock
gemacnt,

iltem auf k.k. beueich an cle Liglerung zu Inssbrugk
aoctor Belthasar ausgengen, befindet sich, das ninder doctor
balthasarn, ais aile stat Wa.tzhut crcobret, in libelluelss ge-
funden seind die anschleg und furnemen der paurn, cerseibigen
artickel acht bletter hand, so doctor Balthasar mit algner
hand geschriben, die ubrigen sind durch andere geschriben, doch
durch in gevessert,

Und leret derin, wie daz volck ainer jeden Landscheft
su samen khomen, und ainen bundt machen solilent, s ey auch
ale zeit schon khomen, das Got der weiltliichen heren schinden, -
schaben, stochen, olocken, zwingen, cringen und anvere Lyraney,
nit wer le.den woi, sy Lhuend mil cen armen leuien, wie Herodes
Wil den unschuldigen k.nder, &.iso habe Cer morderischn, lother-
ingiseh hertzog zu lilsass, Zebern, und anderstwo seiner furst-
lichen durchieucbiigkait erste prob gethon., Dawit scii.chs
abslelt, muess wan zesamen komen und ordnung wachen nach dem
wort gottes, dareufl so die guweind der obrigkait zum ersten,

Zum andern ung dricvomel schraiben, das sy in dle bruderschafit
und verainigung knomet, unnd s0 sy nit khomet, alss dan sey
ainer Lamwischafft zugqus en, der obrigkall das schuwert zu
nemen unnd alnem snnderen laster, und leret also wie man kunig
fursten, hertzogen und Landasherrn setzen soise, Namiich, so
das volckh bey ainandern sey, uas sy zusemen gelobent, aas
WOrt gottes zu hu.ten, unnd unnder zwelffen, sC man von den
pauren furschiecht, solle ainer erwelt werden, uml s0l Guran der
Adeld nit angesehen werden, und so derselibig nachuolgencs auch
ungeschichkt wurde, unu von ainer lennaschafft zumw aritten mal
gestraffet, derselblg auch abgesetzt werden, und solient die
landschaiit nin zu alinanndern verbinden, jr leib, eer, gut und
pdut zusemen zZu sireckhen und verglessen,

Wo eber die abgesetzien herrn sich rechen woitent, leret
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er im fierten Capitl, soi sy crkhenncn Ger uew nerr in velt-
iichen bann, und wo cer bamnn nit helifen wurde, alss venn sol
vuer new Lanndssherr seinen Lannd auf bieten, cuer kKrlegss-
leut auf der Landschafft custen annemen, und aen widerspenni-
gen haimsuchen, darmit die plutdurscigen lyrannen sbgetilgetl
surdent,

Darnach volget durch ductor Baithesars hanndgeschrifftv
wie man Stet, Marckht, und Dorifer gewinnen sul und ain aus- .
schreiben jn die Lennd zu aller sufrur, wit Jjngeleglen artigkl,
und ist das Datum zu @aitzhut,

Damit aber jederman wisse, was der weitlich bannsei,
so hat er ain sonnders capitl desshalb gesetat, nambiich,
weéicher 1in dieser alinigung nit sey ouer sein welie, wit den
sol man nit gemeinschafft haben, in essen, irinckhen, baden,
maien, bachen, ackern, melgen, speiss, korm, trauckh, holsz,
fiaisch und mit welb unnd kind den widerspennigen zugeschickht
werden, Uarauf solient von siunu alle Schlosser, kioster und
Pfaffen hewser in bann verkhunt wercen unu des die auss den
sehlosser unnd Kioster, sollent i@ gema.ne hewser zlehen,

War auch die wicerspennigen enthaiit, soll cuch in bann seln,
Gartzu sol man bey eer, ayden, unnd hochisten phlichien, wmit
vil betrewungen, die andern so bey den vertribnen Fursten
selind, abmanen,

Es havent auch dieselbigen arilgki, scull unchristen-
iichen absetz und wutryen, das ich kains wegs dieseibigen auf-
schreiben darff noch wil, damit nit ergernuss darauss eruocdige,

Er nat auch uber sollch instruciion, die er gen Hall
und andere ort aussgeschichki, sondere pawern artigkl, die Jjn
dem truckh aussgangen, gemachi, darauss eruoiget, des dle
Stulinger pawern und in dem Krieckow die ersten gewesen seynd,
die sich wieder die Cbrigkayt erhobt, Gureaus die Jawer.ichn
und erschrocken auffrur und plutuergrissen entstanden ist,
daher auch billiichen er nevh dem Luther die schuldt hat, das
ialder ob hundert tausend pawren erschlagen und vii hundert
tausend Witeen und waysen gemachelt worden seynd,

Als nun Waltzhut wider ercbret, ist er fiuchtig von
Waltzhut hinweghhomen und wicewol er aide ovilder sus der kirchen
gesturmpt, die zerhawnwn verbrent unc wider Gie ads ain ab-
gotterey gar sireng gepreaiget, so haeben doch die herrn
Commissaryen und ich, dan ich der selbigen zeil auch gen Wallz-
Jut khomen, in seinem Hause alinen costlichen und schonen
Jouehim funden, aucrzu ain vesper bild und ainen Sebastian, an
einen Coraiii gebunden, der wol zwentzig vier end gehabt, unnd
Vvast costlich gewesen, daraus diser sacrament und bilasturuer
Baynung «ol mag abgenomen werden, Jdus sy das creucz unnd die
biidnuss des creutzigen herren vervremnet unnd nit fussen in
der sdrchen, auch auil der strass tretien, aber in jren sisten
und halmblichen behaitnuss seind Jnen die Silber unng anndere
blider die rechte gotter, In diser flueht ist er gen Zusch
khomen, daseib hat jn der Zwingly lassen von wegen des wider-
tauffs, fengciich annemen und lenge zelt auch wmiv jm peiniicher



frag handlen lassen, so lanu, blss cas er sich des siderruffs
begeben, unu ais er zZugesagt, er wolile oifentiich un der
Cantzed widerruffen, nichts decler minder in beysein vil
tausent menschen, hatt er das wicver spiil furgenomen, und het
wenig gefalt, er hetter ainen auflauff in Zurch zugericht,
auf cas ist er wicer eingelegt und hart gefangen gewesen, so
lang biss das er den wicerteuff als ketzerey verschworn hat.

Wiewoll nun billich, das er des gethanen aid, Jjnge-
denckh (ewesen ware, Jedoch s¢ hati er sich den allier nachsten
getzogen gen Nicolsspurg, deselb denr widertauflf wider gepre-
diget, gebraucht una desshalb vil buechlein jn den truckh aus-
geen lassen, in denselbigen buechlein seind soull gotloser und
erschrockenliche sachen, daz ich die selbigen nit ertzedien kan
oder darff,

Er hat auch wider das sacrament und andere gotliche,
christeniiche halitung und wahrhait alies furgenomen, das er zu
Wastzhut und enderen orien in sayner ketzerey peprediget, und
demnach er ain suffrueiger, auch offner feind Ku. eay, unnd
des hauss Oesterreich gewesen, Darzu aus diesem wicertaufl,
mytereyen, verrattreyen, und new auffruren, sich an vili orcen
aus seiner anstiffiung erougt, hat ku., Ma Jjn fengcilch annem-
men und gen Wienn fuhren lassen.

Daselb ist er etlich tag gelegen, wnd aus allieriey
ursach nachuolgends auf ain Schioss Gritzenstain gefuert worden.
S0 er nun gesehen, das sein bosshalt und bose auffrurige hand-
lung an tag khomen, hat er begert, das ku. da. in sc gnedlg
sein wolit, unnd mich vor seinem tod zu jm verfertigen, dawit
ob er von mir bessers underricht wurde, wolt er seine Jrriung
widerrueffen.

Und wie wol Ku., MajJ. solchs zethun nit schuidig gewesen,
50 hat doch aus angeborner guete unnd miltigkelt Jr May. selner
und vil anderer seel hail zegut, auf den &4, tag Decembris
nachst verschinen jar mich von Grazn sus Ungern abgefertiget
und bin also bei im an dem dritten tag gewesen, una in beyseln
Hern Rectors zu Wienn Doctor Ambrosy Saltzer und herrn doctor
Marx Bock von Leopoltzoorff, Vitzthumb in Osterreich, von
alieriay artigkli wegen, mit Jene gesprech, in aller tugentiichen
mainung gehalten, darauff er sich bedacht, und uber vier una
zwanzig artigkl, sein malnung, K. M, uberschickt, darjn der
merertayl er wider die Lutheranper schreibt, und on zwelfl scite
ér aise vierundzwaintzlig artigkel, so er mit aigner Hannd auss-
gefuert, zu Wittenberg ouer an andern orten, de dle verdaupt
sect furgebrochen, geprediget oder geschryben sein, es hel Jn
der Luther selbs verstainiget,

Aber der zwayen artigkel des kinuertauffs und sacrament
hat er sich wol begeben, er wolie mit den seibigen biss auff ain
kunstig conciiium stiilston, durtzue ob Ku, Kaj. solicher zelt
nit erwarten, wolie er seyn meynung in geschrifft seelden, unna
was Ku, Ma, sawbt jren Ruten darjnn erkhenne, durbey wolle er
das beleliben lassen, uiles wie dan sein algne handgeschrifft
beweyset und einballit.
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Und demnach seln hanndlung so boss, verfuerisch und
auffrurig, also das Ku, Maj. wie ain gerechter Kunig nit hat
mugen der wollen umbgenn, daon das er umb ces grossen ubeld,

S0 er mit seiner zugerichien, pawrischen auffrur, gemacht
gestrufft werden solle, hat Jr Hay. euf sein handiung bekunnt-
nuss, urgicht, und aigne handschrifft zu Wienn jn fur Richter
und Rat stellen lassen, und ist offentliich sein urgicht in
beysein vil tausent menschen verlesen worden, wie hernach
volgtl, unc wir von dem Richter der Btadt Wlen zuegeschickht,

Urgicht so offentiich verliesen,

Erstiich hat Doctor Balthusar Hubmayer bekennt, wie
er zu wWaltzhut geprediget wicer ulie Obrighkalt auffrucrig ding,
die nit zu frid gediennt, sonder ist gewesen wider Got, Hecht,
una sein gwissen, darauss vil widerwerdighkalt und ewmporung
wider die obrigkait, auch gross piutuergiessen entsprungen,

Item, wer hat er bekent, sowle er den vou daltzhut
hab heifen raten unad brief machen, an Fu, Kaj., derseiben zell
Furstiicher Durchieuchtigait, dle da mer diendt haben zu
abwerffung denn zu gehorsame,

Iltem wer hat er bekent, wie er zu den gedachien von
Wallzhut jnen in ire heuser gangen unnd wit Jjnen geredt, sy
haben der sachen recnt unnd fueg, sy solien daraul slerbven
und genesen, hab Jjnen auch geratlen und geholiffen, dass dy sawy
mal ainen aid zusamen geschworen hnaben, sy soi.ien sy adler uer
erwern, dle sy bei der leer diec er gepreuigil, nit beleiben
wolilen lassen, das er asuch bekentlich, das er wider Got und
sein gewlssen, auch wider die Obrigkelt slie gewesen,

Item, mer hat er bekhennt, wie er der pawrn artigked,
s0 Jjm von Jnen zus dem heer zukhummen seln, dyselbigen Jjuen
erweytert und aussgelegt, und denselbigen solches eingebiiat,
die antzunemen &ls christlich unnd piliich, Er bekhennt auch
das er darin gelirrt unnd unrecht getnon,

Iten mer hat er bekhennt, wie es sich hab zutragen,
das etdich vill von der obrigkait aus der Statt Waiizhut gen
Lauffenberg gangen, In dem hab unnd der Hanns Mulner Pawmalster
an stal des Schuithals die gemeynd beruffen lassen in daz Rat
hawss, ca entgegen antzaigt, aus beuelch alnes Ratsgerichi unnd
ainer gemwaynd, den Bericht mit dem Heichspundt, die an stadt
Ku, May, (der selbigen zeit Furstlicher Durchieuchtigkalt) des
willens gewesen, die Stat zu uberuallien und die burgergenafft
zu straffen, also antzunewmen, welcher under ailen solchs nlt
thun woll, der mag sich aus der Stat ziehen, biss dle sach
besser werat, Auff das hat er dactor Baithasar offenntilich,
von Jjederman urlaub genomen, darauf haim gangen und geszsgt, Er
wol in den bericht nit sein, Darnach zu morgens nach dem frue
mal aus der Stat gangen, nach dem selbigen sey er khoumen gen
Zureh, und daseib von wegen cder zwayer tauff aiso gefangen
woraen, wan die selb wider den Zwinglin gewesen, dem die von
Zurch anhangend, Er ist asuch 2zu Zurch der widertauff haiben,
daselb gereckltl worden, una hab an mussen zalgen, wer Jm 2y
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sikcger tayif geyrsacgt gab, una was er in Jjrer gepledt fur
person geteufft hab, Derhalb er von wegen der kindertauff
offentiich ain wicerruf gethon.

Item, mer hat er bekhennt, cas er soich predig gethon,
unnd darzu fat und that geben, dawll er dabey ain gut leben
haben unnd kain herr sein wmochte! In sovichem ailiew bekhennt .
er sich unrecht gethon, Auch Jr Grund und furnemen gewesen
khain obrigkait zu haben, sonnder alliein under jm seibs alinen
Zu schopffen und zuerwellien,

Item, bekhennt gémelter Doctor Balthasar, er halt gar
nichtz von dem 8«-.rament des altars noch von dem kindertauffl,

Also 1ist er Doctor Balthasar umb dise miessetot unnd
verdampt ketzerayen 2u dem Fewr erkhennt, Und wiewold er in
seinen geschrifften, so vorhanden, unnd er selbs kurtziich -
begriffen, die Briesterbeycht 2ugelassen, haochgelobt, darzue
aus dem Evangelio gleicherweiss, wie lLutherus probirt, so hat
er doch nit wollen beichten und ist in den baiden ketzereyen,
des khindertauffs, auch Sacrament halb aiso ketzerisch bestan-
dem und gestorben,

Dise Ding hab ich nit angezaigt, das mich sein Tod
erfrewe, dann ich jn in der gefengnnss treuliich gewarnet, auch
aufi alle christenliiche beschaidenhalit mit iu gehandeit, des
ér dan mit seiner aignen hanageschrifift bewysen una hindger Jjue
gelassen hat, Aber in angehung, das vii verstopter unnd ver-
derter maudichristen feind, so an vil orten geredt, man hab lm
unrecht gethan, er sey ain marirer vor got, Er sey wie Johanues
Huss unschuidenelich verbrennt, darumb der warheit unnd gerech-
tigkait zue Furdernuss hab ich summariweiss anzaigen und sein
handlung erofinen wollen, unnd welcher der ist, su elinen zweyfl
tragt, der mag und wurdet es finden, Jjn kum, Maj. zu Ungarn und
Behaim Cantzleyen, da dan sein bekanntnuss durch aigen des
Dectlor Balthaesars hannd geschriben seynd.,

Date, Wien, 1i, k#irz, i5z8.

Heprinted by Loserth a&s Beilage No., 10.
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NOTE B

EIN WAHHHARTIG ENTECHULUIGUNG UND ELAG CGRUMEINER STADT WALDSHUT
VON SCHULTHELSS UND BATH ALLDA AN ALLL CHIISTGLAUBLIGEN MENSCHIN,
AUSGEGANGEN ANNC 1526

Erstlich, dass man uns verschrell wegen neuer Lehren;
daran geschieht uns ungutlich, Wir horen keine neue Lenre,
wissen von Kelner; sonder horen cl.ielin die Lehre Christi, so
er selbst geprediget und seinen Apocsteln zu preuigen befohlen,
Dech ist uns nicht verborgen, vass cben die Lehre Chrisii
diesen Backenstreich ieiden muss, als sel sle e¢inen neue Lehre;
wle auch dle Juuen unter sich von der Lehre Chrisvl sagtlen;
was 1st das fur ¢ine neue Lehre Mk,1327? Auch Paulus wurde
seiner Lehre wegen von etiichen Goutlogsen ein Klapperwmann, Ver
xinder neuer Lehren geheissen; auch ven denen weiche lhn ge-
fangen, geiragt: mogen wir wissen, was das fur einen uneue Lelre
ist, die voun dir susgeht; neue Dinge trafst du in unsre Ohren.
Ist dises Christus und Paulus geschehen, so solien wir uns nicnt
verwundern, wenn es uns auch geschiehi, sungern frohliich wit
disem Spruche Christi uns trosten: der knecht ist nicht mehr,
denn uer Herr, wollte aber Gott, dass men unsre Verantwortung
mit so gtigen Chren horte, als die Unglaubiien Paulum ( Apostel-
gesch, AVIl: 18 f.).

Zum Andren, uvasswan uns zu Weisdshut der lutherischen

Lehre bescnuidigt, dsrag geschieht uns panz Unrecht, Jlr wissen
n;cgt, ser Luther ist, ke ggnn aouch seine Lehre nichl, er ist

AE auc n Nensch wie wil'; reuet er aber, ouer schreibt
er ale Wahrheit, so thut er es nicht sus sich, sondern aus Christ-
us, Christus kennen wir, und Jlernen ihn tagalch mehr sus sein-
ew heiligen Worte kennen; nichi Luther im Namen Christi, Hicht
Luthers oder eines ghuern Wenschen sind wir getoufl, sonueru
Christiz in seinem Namen beugen »ir unsre hnie und nicht in
Luthers Nawen, 1in seineu Napen mussen wir seiig werden.

Zum Dritten, bezuchtel man uns, cass unsre Lchre ver-
fuhrerisch sel. 4ch Gott, wen thut uns Unrecht. Wir wissen
gar wohl aus 5t, Peters Lehre, dass Jeder Christ einew Jeden
Rechoung geben soll seiner Hoffnung eus seines Glaubens, kouwe
oun wer da wolle; una begehren Hechnung zu geben unsrer Leare
und unseres Glaubens, so wir mehr vann in zwei Jahren pre-
digen gehort, Wir haben dileses auch bezeugl 1in bewuth und
Sanftumuth, in alien unsern Antworten, schrifiiich und mundiich,
an furstilche burchilaucht und ale Heglmenter und an aAnaere,
uns aueh derauf zu Gericht una Hecht erboten; hal aber alies
bisher noch ni.chis helifen mogen, sundern hat wan uns aul uas
rauheste, ja ohne von alie Verhorung une Verantwortiung, uie
goch elnewm Dicbe und Morder zugelassen, wit dem Eopf hindurch
fehren, und mit uns Eragen ab wmcchen wollen, Guiiger Gotd,
du welsst, cuss es nicht genung ist zu schrelieng tolle, tollie,
crucifige, crucifigel wie men uber delnen alieriiebsten Sobn
und sein Lebunais Wort geschrieben hatj; sondern man muss auch
anzelgeny quid male fecitl, was er Uebels gethan hube, Furwahr
wir woilten einen Uchsen oder Esel unsgers Nachsten ungern ver-
fuhren, wir wollien ibhn vielmehr, so er irrte, wieder wufl dle
rechte Sirasse welsen wie uns Golt befohlen; waruwm solliten wir
doch e.nen lkenschen verufuhren, der vield mehr 1s0?



Zum Vierten wcerden wir kezerisch unc hussisch ge-
schciten; als denn unsre Herren und Nachbarn aer zwel Stadte
Freiburg und Breisach in Breisgeu, ins Jungst zugeschriben:
wir sollen der kezerischen ung hussischen Lehre abstehen,
oder sie konnten uns weuer rethen noch helfen, Hier bitten wir
Buch, lieve Herren und guien Freunde von unserm christiicnen-
Glauben verschwarzen; dass ihr uns zum hochsten Thut uleses
dureh eure bochschulen und Gelehrten, oder fur euch selbst;
doch mit Grund der Schrifien, Denn sirai't uns freunalich
und bruueriich, wie euch Chrisuvus (Mat,XVIII:15f) geierht hat.
Zelgt ung einmal an, wo wir 1w Giauben irren., Lasst eure
Hochschulen, Pfarrer und eure Gelehrten, uns doch elnen ein-
zigen Artikel unsers Glaubens mit dem worte Gotles umscossen,
Glaubt, als bicdern Leuten wohl zu glauben ist; wir wolilen
dieses tugendliich una wit  rosser lankgagung von Lfuch und
eucrn Gelehrten snnehmen, I1rren wir, so heift den lirencen,
tle ohne Unterlass um Colles wi.len zu Joedermann um Uncerricht
rufien; woldt ihr sber dieses nicht thun, so horel auf, zu
Kezern und 2zu husgsen: oder man mwus: denken, iar «iszet bel
allem eurem Glsuben nichi, was Kezerlsch oder hussisch sel,
ouer wie sich Christe.leute mit irrenden Menschen halten sclien,
ehe sle aleselben als Kezer ausrufen, Liebe Herren una Freuncel
lrren machnicht EKezer, sunst ware Petrus einer, va ihn Paulus
strafv Gal,2:11; such waren zlle Apostel Kezer gewesen, denn
Christus hat lhnen cllien ihren Ungisuben verwiesen iat,16:16,
Im Irrsal und Unglauben vernarren, und sich nicht wo..ien weisen
iussen; das macht Kezer, Ja, das Weisen wit aem Worte Gottes
begenhren wir, und nicht mit euren Nolhschlangen erovien huben,
auch vied lieber hundert Gulden an Solche 'Hezer! veroriefen,
als funfzig wider aie Turkemn, Auch Breisgach wolile dle Stady
daran wagen, Ensishelm und Andere all ihr Vermogeni Alies in
Gegenwart furstilcher Durchiaucht seibst, s demals zu brei-
sach gewesen, Nicht alsc liebe, fromme Freivurger, bBelsacher
und bansisheiwmer; 1lhr wisst, dess solches nicht christliicn ware,
wir haben es auch weder um Zuch noch um des lobliche Haus Ues-
tercich verdient, Schicikt uns defur tinen coer Luwel von eurer
Hochscihule, die in der Bibel geiehrt sind ung des govtiichen
dortles gewalblg: das isty nuchbariich una christiich, dle wol.en
awir wit Freuse apnehmen, Wit euern hundert Gulden Nolhschlang-
en, weraet ihir uns nicht gu eipem Clauben bringen, wo wir nichi

uruem garen, penn cer Giaube ist im Herzen; das moget ior

LS 4 ) mitl hetten bezwingen, lenn Lenken
und Giuuben ist zoiifr el. Wir mogen aber wohl einsehen, dass
soleche ungeschickte Rede von cuch, ais unsern bisher sonuers
gunstigen Herren und Nachoarn, dem Melster Ulrich Wiriner nicht
ist vefohlen worden; doch ist sie geuchechen, er Kann sle unlcht
widersprechen; obwohl die Rede so unverstandig ist, dass, so
sle uns einfaltigen sch.oichten Weidshutern entfallien, es dann
noch zu viel gewesen,

Doch danken wir lIuch, ercame und welse Herren von
Freiburg und Dreisach, cass ibr uns in rurem Schreliben so
freundalich gebeten und ermant, dass wir unsre lutherischen und
hussischen Pfaffen abthun; in welchem wir Lkuch von Herzen gern
ioxoen woLLten. ﬁger unsre Plaffen siud nicint LuuﬂbllSCh’ sie

Lons ' :n worcen, Auch het man lhgen oicht

gupcrlgche oder hussische Lehre pefohlien, sonuern das Hvangeliuw




o i & " 5 ,_ohne alle . , Dessen
erb¢&ten sle sich zu Recht em offener Kenzedi, gegen kuch una
aiie eure hohen Schulen,

Deegs ihr uns ferner biltel, wir mochien es furan nicnt
mehr sagen, wie unsg ailer Aulsaz und Unwiile nur wegen des
gottilchen Wortes geschehe; gunstige Herren, wir asviiten Euch
gern folgen, wissen sber kelne andere Ursache, S0 muss es
8480 diese sein; oder wolibl uans elne andere anzeigen, wir
versichern Euch auch, cass wir unsern Pieffen gar nichis
grauben; sie bitten uns svger selbst daruw, Unser Glaube lst
nicht aus den Plfaffen oder bonchen, sondern aus dem Worte
Gottes; wie Paulus schreibi, an die Romer am zehnteu Kapitel,
Giaubt aber ihr von Freiburg und Brelsach euern Pfafien und
donschen; so habt ihr wahriich einen schiechien baufeailigen
Giauben,

Dass ihr uns aber zule.t suf das allerernstlichste
zuschreilbt, bel den aiten Suzungen cer ehristiichen Kirche,
wie unsre Voreltern zu bleiben: bis ven denen, $0 es zusleht,
eln anueres geordnet ware, dieses werde uns gegen Gouil und uer
Welt wohl erschiessen: auf dieses sagen wir Euch in Wahrheit
Zu, dass wir wmit der Hiife Gotles bel den alven Sazungen der
rechten chrisiiichen Kirche ausharren woilen, Wir wissen aber
nicht altere oder andere Sazungen ais diejenigen, so begrifien
sind in der Bibel; wisst ihr elwas DBesseres, so wollt uns das-
seibe Ireunalich anmciban.

DQQQQgg_gg;gggmgggre Vurawgg;n fromme Christen gewesen,
VgL G n nicht selig werdeng wir
'e G;&ube macnt Ee4§g_gQgg#
v

nicht mogen taufen lassen, gl«o mogen sie auch fur_uns nicht
ﬁlgggen haben, Wir wissen auch nichts in unseru Gilauben, das
Wan anders ordnen solite; es 1st schon silies georduet, bedarf
auch keiner andern mehr, sondern aliein der pPrediger, Die
Erndte ist vorhanden, es fehlen nur Schnitter,

Dass 1lbr aber zuleztl uns vertrosiet, sciches werde uns
gegen Gott und der Welt wohl erschiessen; konnen wir nicht
Bilsriich versiehen., Wir sind einfaltig, xonnen Gott und die
Welt in unserm Evangelium nirgens zuscamenrelilen; sonuern
finden, dass sich Gobtt und Velt vereinburen, wie Christus und
Beliai, Tag und Nacht, Licht und Finsterniss., Ja wie zwel
wiaerwartige Herren, denen men nicht zuglelch dienen kann und
wohligefelien; denn die delt kennt Gott nickt, Jobh, i, 10U,

50 schreibt ﬁuu¢us, wo er uen Menschen wohl gefiele, 50 ware
er nicht ein Diener Christi. Gal, 4. 10, Doch bDapk Euch Gott
euer Warnung!

Originai in the Basel JStuuatarchiv, Reprinted by
Strickler, Actensemmiung, i, No. 93z,
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NOIE C

BERICHT DES BISCHUFS VON KONSTANZ UBER HUBMAIER. GESANUT AN
STATTHLATER UND REGENTEN VON UBERELSASS, VON DIESEN AN DEN
ERZHERZOG. &0 Feb., 1524

Vonser fruntiicher diesnt vnnd gruss voran, wolgeboruen,
Edlen, strenngen, hochgelerten, verten, iieb hern vonu frunut,
wyr haben Ewer schryben scmpt bllligenuer der von waltzhut
Suplication empfangen vand schicken vch niemit ues pfarers
vssgespreyt artickel zu, doch tagilchs mer artickel wartig.
Vnnd so bald ¥nns die selben zukomen, wellen wyr veh dle ouch
furderiich vberschicken, fruntiich bytennd, Jr wellent mite
gelruwen ernst hanndleun, vana caran syn, Garmit des mulwylilg,
verfurig, Luterisch hanclung vnnd seckt vssgeloscht vond der
geweyn mwan wyderumb Jjnn Christenliche weg gefurt, daran thut
Jr ein gutlich gut werck, wollien ocuch soiiichs fruntiich vmb
veh verdyenen.

Datum Costentz vif famslag vor HRewiniscere anno et.

XXI1iI,
An Statthalter, Regennien Hugo von gousgneuen bischoue
vond Rat Jnn ober Elsass, zu Costantz.

Doctor Badithasars Jjnn qaer
ocbern Kilchen 2u wadltzhut art.

War ist, das doctor Balthasar n, Lutpriester zu waltzhut
vif den Sonntag das Buangelium "Ero sum pascor bonus" (19 Apr,
19g3) sindt die wort gewest, wel.iicher hinin stigt jonn den stal
der schaifliin vaond nit hin jnn got zu der rechten Lhur, ger ist
eyn dieb vnd eyn morder, das synd die pfaffen, die Merliin pre-
gigen vnnd die vnworheyt vnd predigen dale trom uer munchen,
Gregory, Augustinl etc, vond verhalten das Buangellium, sy synd
seilen morder, gotz vernichtig pfaffer, Satunes pfaffen, Selen-
fresser, Vnd hatt also die priesterscnaift geweinlich geschol-
ten vona an jren Eren geschmecht, keynen vssgenomen,

Wyther hatt der selb pfarrer, so baiu er anheymsch ist
worden, schryiftiich zu Jjm berufft XII cder XIII cder mer gon
waltzhut Jjnn syn huss, all gemeinliich vss dem schwitzerliand,
ltel veriumpt luterisch vnd keynem uss synen freuelichen worten,
wie Worslatt, Jst wul zugedencken., was sy gehandelil haben, wann
ander der selben hant ocuch der mossen jnn Jren kirchen pro-
cediert,

Vind damit man uen selben pfarrer wyther erkenn, 5o hatt
er juriert vnd gesvoren die staituten syns Cupitlels, preseriim
den hern vnng Caplitleibrudern ein mol zu geben, wie anuere
bissher gethon haben, vind wie wol der buchstub wysst, waenn
eyner von Decano vnd Cemererio recuiriert werde, dus er sodlicins
thun soll sine ocmniexcusatione, so hatl doch Decavus, Camerarius
Zum erster, andern vnd arytiten den plerrer Galumwb eriorudert vna
gie vier Jurament recuiriert vnnd zuwm vierden die gemeynen

Capitiel hern, das Hatl er ali¢s vber sehen vand poch nit thun,
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das sich cle hern des Caplllels svariich beciagent vind nig
vabidiichi, hoffent ouch, Fr sol darzu gehellen werden, syn
Jurament zehslten.

Item zu Zurich vif dew tTag, der zu hinwerffung vna
abthugung der heyligen messen, uer Bildnuss golz vond der hey-
iigen angesehn worden ist (Oktober disputation) do nun die
meynung, Glie seibigen hintzuwerffen besioseen (sicl), do hatt
er anneben reden vana vif die meynung gesagt, die meynung
sollie billichen allen Cristen menschen geuallien, vand es werae
da by nit biyben, sonnuer so soile vang werde Jjetz hernoch
voigen, dle Aiter uss cer kilchen zeprechen, die giocken vand
amptlen hin zethun vnd die messgewender, kelich vna soliich
geschmetuen,

Itemvif nechst gehaltnen cag zu Zurrich ist er neben
dem Zwinglin gesessen vnd hatt alles das apropiert vind gericht
geurteylt, das der Zwinglin geredt vnu fur cristenilch gehaliten
hatU,

Item vnd hatt sich zu Zurich vif den selben tag als fur
den, der von wegen vand Jjnnamén der vier stetten am Ryu gon
Zurich vssgeschickt vnnd gesant syg, neunen vna schelieh lossen.
etc,

Item so hatt er visshar ver moss gelert vnnd gepreaiget,
Gas evlich halmilch die bilder haben vss uer kirchen brochen
vand geworffen zu waltzhut, vnnd namliich des Crucifix vif dem
predigscul,

Item so hatt er wyther gesagt vnnd gepredigt, das nye-
manus weder zinss, zechenden, renat noch gult further zegeben,
noch synem obern gehorsam oder vnaerthanlg schuldig syn scolie.

ltem vand noch vili artickel, die sich zu vifruren vind
vogenorsamkeyt, ocuch vowisseniich vnnd zu allier wyuerwerilgkeyt
ayenent, noch weilich en wyr offt geschryben habent, aber die
bisshar nye bekomen mogen,

Original in the Statthailereiarchiv &t Innsbruck,
Peslarchiv XVI1I, 55,
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NOTE D
BULGENBACH'S INTRCDUCTION TOU THE TWELVE ARTICLES UF THE PESSANTS

Well bisher grosse Beschwerden wider Goit una alle
Gerechtigkeit dewm gemeinen danne in Stadten und zuf dem Lande,
von gelstiichen una Weltliichen Herren und Obrigkeiten, welche
sie doch selbst mit keinem Finger beruhrt haben, asulgelegtl _
worden; so folgt, dass man solche Burden und Beschwerden nicht
langer mehr tragen oder dulden mag, e€s wollte denn der gemelne
arme Mann sich uné seine Kindskinder ganz unc gar an den
Betteistab bringen, Demnach ist es Jezt das Vornehmen einer
ailgemeinen christiichen Vereinigung, sich mit der Hiife Gottes
davon ledig zu machen, und aleses so viel moeglich, ohne
Schwertschiag und Bilutvergiessen; was aber nicht seln mag ohne
bruderliche Ueberelnstimmung in al.en gebuhrlichen Sachen,
welche den gemeinen christlichen Nuzen betreffen und im Arctikel-
briefe enthelten sind. Dsher geht unsre Bitte, unser Ansinmen
ulld brsuchen «n BEuch dahin, lhr wollt huch mit uns 1in diese
Vereinigung gutwilliig einlassen; dawit gemeiner christliicher
Nuzen una bruceriiche Liebe wieder aufgerichtet, erbaut und
gemehrt werde, Wo Ihr dieses thut, so geschieht damit der.
Wille Gottes, in Erfullung selnes éebotes ven bruderilcher
Liebe, Wo Ihr es aber abschlasgt, dessen wir uns doch kelnes-
wegs versehen, thun wir Euch in den weltlichen Bannj; una
erkennen Euch darin, kraft dieses Briefes so lange, bis Ihr
von Euerm Vornehmen abstehetl, und Euch gunstigen Wiliiens
ergebet,

Der weltiiche Benn hat aber diese Melnung: dass Adle,
80 1n dieser christlicher Vereinigung sind, bei ihren Lhren
und hochsten Pfiichten, mit denen, so sich sperren und welgern,
ganz und gar keine Gemeinschaft haben, weder mit Essen, Trinken,
Baden, Mehlen, Backen, Ackern, Mahen, noch mit Zufuhren von |
Spelise, born, Trank, Holz Fleisch, Saiz oder Anderm; dass sie
von denselben nichts keufen und ihmnen nichts verkaufen, =zondern
men sie bleiben lasse als abgeschnittene und abgestorbene
Glieder., Denselben sollen auch alle Markte, Holz, Wunne, Waid
und wWasser, so nicht in ihren Zwingen und Bannen liegen, ab- '
geschiagen sein, . .Wer von denjenigen, so zu dicvser Vereini-
gung gehoren, solches ubersieht, der soll Ternerhin auch asus-
geschlossen, mit gieichem Benne belegt und mit Welb und Kincern
den Widerwartigen zugeschickt werden.

Nachdem aber aller Verrath, Zweng und alles Verderben
aus Schiossern, Klostern und Pfuffenstiftern erwachsen; sollen
diese von Stund an in den Bann verkindet sein. Wo aber Aded,
lonche oder Pfaffen, soicher Schlosser, Kloster cder Stifter
willig aebsteben, sich in gewohnliiche Hauser wie andere ieute

Wit He d_Gut freundtiich und tugendiich gngenommeg werden.
Es sodd ihnen such aties, was ihnen von gotisichen Hechten ge-
b guiich und ¢ al L3 add sintrag verapfcoigt

| werden,

Reprinted by Schreliber, H.,, lasclienbuch, p. <d6.
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RCTIE E
AUS DEWM VERHORE BALTHASAK HUBMAIER'S ZURICH 1526, HARZ 5

Doctor balthasar von Weldishutl git ein anltwurt zlso:
Er sig mit wlssenn und willen von waldtshut gschelidenn und sig
eben jnu allem ubersal una truppel tod kranck gsin, und das
das war sig, so habe jm Hartmenn Appentegger fir xiiii batzen
artzny gschickt, "die heig jnn wider uif die fidss bracht, und
sigind die waidshuter Jun siner kranckhell zum grallienm ovuch
dem von lilschach gwandletl und Jjm selbenn al.erley gebandietv,
das Jm nit zewlissenn sig, und an einem wmitwuchenn da beruffte
men ein gsntze gmeind uff gas rabhuss, una erscheinte Jjnen
wie das man jnn den bericht gan, Jdnd wéicher den nit annimen
wblte, der mbchte Jm nsmenn gottes faren wohin er weit, dar~
uff redie er, iieven frund Jjr wussend, wie ich bisshar uwer
igrer gsin bip Jm wort gottes, OSidwal ubd men aber jon die

1 C_w#urc_man widerumb mess hobenn, such gie

bilder Jni ai kilchenn thup, das mag ich nun nit mer ansechenn
noch lidenn, Und carumb jm hamen goltes wil ich von veh und

und mich gott cvem aiimechiigenn beucichenn, can jeh ein tod
kranckK man bin, cuch welss ich nit wohin iech uss s0d, und pitt
och aiso umb gotles wiilen, wo ich veh jnn dhein weg erzucrnt
hette, wir des umb golles willenn zeuergebenn, glenge damit

Jn sin huss, da semind vil z# Jm, dle vast vbel gh#lbind, uas

es aiso stlinde, Jjm seliben mliste er schnell uss sinem huss, denn
Jo soull warnungen kemind, das er kumber.ich entrinnen mlcht;
keme jnn eins anderen burgers huss, mit dew flre er sampt elnem
schiffwen uber rin oss, gilenge also den necnsten, off Villingen
z#h, denn er wilste nit wo er sBlte, er hette wol nahin jm sinn
gen basel und Strassburg zegand, entsessze doch den von Haps-
perg, das er sich nit hinab wagen d8rfite. Glenge also den
nechsten Har und kemi jnn aberdiins Huss, des williens das er

ein tag ocer zwen gerldwenn wllte, dan jm sine flss gross ge-
schwullenn warind, ouch sich zncers bekleiden, dan er Jnn den
altenn klelderen gar verizeiget und verratenn were, sig uss
aberiins Huss z8 der wiliderkerinen kommen und kelner anderen
weinung dann wann er gerliwete, das er witer zlchenn w8ite,

Dess Eindertouffs halb seit er; sin gwllssne heig Jjonn
nit anuers gwissat, So wlssing mine Herren wol, wie er i, Ul-
richenn geschribenn hebe und allweg begert, mil usruon zerfe-
denn, und wenn er eins anderen wdchte bericht wercen, wdit er
sich glttiich lzssen wissenn,

Es siyg ouch Clnrat grebel und Jacob Hottinger su jm
kommenn unag sich von dem touff mit elpnannderen Bberrett.

Es sigind ouch der kursiner und Hottinger by Jjn gsin,
&is man das letscht gsprech han wBlt, und begertind, das er
mit Jjonen hinuff glenge, off die disputation, .

Als jm ouch firgehalten, wie er duch hinder den Kinder-
touff koumen sig, antwort ery Es sige der priocor ven Sion, mit
namen Huggensperger zu Jm kommenn uny Jnn gepectenn, cas er wit
Jw gen S, Gallen 8Bff ein erste mess ritte, da antwurte er dem
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selben prior, ja, wenn er mit Jw gen Zfrich ritten welie 2zl

W, Ulrichenn, dann er begere Jnn z#besechenn, da spreche der
prior Jaj; oOff cas riilendsy mit einanderen gen o, Gal-enn,
biibind by 1ij Cagen da, und wie sy hinweg wdliind, da geb Jm
Doctor Joachim von Watt ein brieff an Zwingil; und ais sy har
kemind und zur linden jnkarind, da schickle der prior zum
Schwamberger zdl erkommen, wo kM, Ulrich weri, da& wurde er juen
Jon M, l8wen Huss verzoigelt, da glengeinc gy dar, sundind

Jon da, aiso 1l#ldl jnn M, Ulrichen 8if wmorp zum Jjnbiss, jon dem
sy Jm zflwillenn wuraint; und wie er nach cem jubiss hinweg
wllie, da redate M, Ulrich, er weitle Jun nilenderch hin lassenn,
da gilengind sy mit eineandeven 8{f den graben, da heite er
elwa mengen artickel jn ein tefeil 8fizelchnoi, und Jjnsoniders
einen vom kindertouff, von dess wegen er sich mit k., Uirichen
underreaen wBite, also gev Jw W, Ulrich guten bescheid, das

er off das selb mai zefriden werl.

Demselben nach heig er click und sii zli cecoiampadlio,
i0wen, Ductor bastlan gen SBchellbussen uwid anderen gesclribenn
vom toulf, und sige allweg Jr meinung gsin, das mwan dhein hei-
tere gschrifi't vow kindertouff hetie, und have Jm bocior bastian
Jon Sovnnderheit gschribenn, wie das er zu Schafihbussenn offent-
lich vor rat gestanden, una da gsagt helte, das W, Ulirich jm
kindertoufi Jjrte, und hette genanter Doctor sin kind ouch nit
wBllen lassen uvouffen, das habe jn ouch jn den toull bracht das
er so serr darjin kommen sig,

Als jwm ouch flirgenaitenn, ob er kein anschlag ghept
wit wiper Herren ilitenn, die gen daldshut glouflenun, ala oL er
sy berfifft hube, git er sin antwurt, er wilsse gar von keinenm
anschiag, noch von jrew wessen, dann er do zemal ze Schalf-
hussen gsin sig. Es were ouch ze schaffhussen eln gemelne sag,
wie Gas miner Herrenn fenall ze wa.dtshllt off dem merckt
steckote,

Der Zolliinummeren halb so elwan gen waldtshut kommen,
Seit er habe nie nldt ungschickts von jnen gsechenn, helyg ouch
wit Jnen nie anders ghandlett, dann wann sy jnn gfrafet vom
touff nube er Jjnen sin meinung ouch gleit,

Von wegen deren jm kieckBw, antwurt, er hsve fHr sin
person, Jjnen nle nldts zllgseit, ald gesterckt, dann er habe
aliweg das gouswort fdr sich bredigel; was aber die von walidb-
shfit witl censelben gehandlet, woge er nit wissenn, dann sy jn
nie darz# berdifft habind, Es sig aber wol war, er habe etwan
gseli, das es nit b8ss were, wo man einanderen hilff und bis-
Ctana thete, damit und man z8 friden, rdw und einem chrisiein-
lichen wessen keue,

Witer git er sin antwurt des wicerruffs halb, das er
dheiner anderen meynung Jjn aie kilchen ouch uff die xruntzel
gangenn sige, dann das er das helg willienn thlln, aas er zlg-
seit, una ouch miner herren meinung und urctel volistrecken,
unc zllge die grund vom touff darumb vor Jjon hin, das men secie
und horte, das ers nit uss sinen eignen kopff erdacht helie,
und were aem seiben nach dess sins und gwdis, sin wigerruff zu
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lessenn, da wilss er nit als Jm gott also heiff, wlie Jju geschechenn
oder wle er darhinder kommen sig, das er anuers grett, dano er

vor ja sinn ghepti hette, Scnuder so achiet er, dus jnn gott uffs
atlier hBchst helge wblien versuchen, jn siner bekumbernuss, aero
er gantz volli sig, Er sige aber dess willens, und erplettens,
nuchmals sBliich miner Herren urtel zeuolstrechen, w0 una wenn,
ouch wie dick men wdll, pitt mine Herren Jjm s8.i.ch sin ungschicki-
lichelitv umb gotis wilien zuuergeben, wdile er sin wicerruff thilln
una allies wicerbringen, was er verhdnt heig unu wo ers nit

thllyg, s8lile man junn von stuna an, one alle gnad, Jnn sasser

oder fur werifenn,

Er selt ouch, Jjn helg gar niemandis gesterckt, noch ouch
Jemandats nlldvs geschribenn. £&So¢ bab er ouch gar nudts mit jm har
bracht denn Hossen und wamsel.

Es helg sich ouch uff ein Zit begebenn, dep man ein
kep,eli vor waidtshilt abbreche, gienge er ouch usshin una wie
er by Jjnen stlinde, da redte aberlin, wie das gott Jonn dheinem
tempell wonete, der von menschiichenn Henden gepuwen were, und
wle er das norte, frugte er wer der wer, der also gerett hette,
seite man jm, das es der aberliin von Zlrich were, aa grtisie er
Jn und blitte jm die Hand, dann er jn vor nie kent hetie, und
wie sy miv dem keppell grech werind, giengind sy mit elipnanderen
Jnhin gen Waldisblit, da flrte er den aberiin fUr das wirtshuss,
und gienge er mit den anueren gen zZnacht essen., Darnach Keude
aberlin zfl jm und redte wmit jm som touff; da geb er jm antwurt,
aas ers nit anders Jnn der gschrifit funce, cann das man zlo
ersten predigen unu leren, demnach toulffenn s8tte, sunst wilsse
er von dheiner verpuninuss gar nflats. Es sig ouch uff die selb
zit ein Hottinger wit dem aberiin de gsin,

8¢ sig sin Hussfruw zu jm off das rathuss komuen und Jm
gseit, wie es zu waidtshut glenge, und wie man wmit uem sinen
handliotte, vuch sine kieluer verkoufite upna verganitetve, sy hab
im ouch ein grliss vom aberlin gseit, sunst heig sy Jjm nlidis
anders gseit, noch von jemendis gsierckt,

Als er ouch von waldisbut msle, geb Jjw sin fruw by

vi.gld

Der fleschenn hulib, die voll ge.is sBlie gsin sin,
rett er, sin Hussfruw heig jm die voili reppiss gfult, und wie
er zum Herren von Mandach komwenn, bave sr die {ieschen uff
den tisch gstelt, und jnen daruss zazutrinckemn gebenn; Es sig
aber dhein gelt carjnn gsinn,

Und als er cuch von sinem silbergschir goiraget, selt
er, Meister Augustin der bildhlwer zu Schaffbussenn, der have
i1j silberin vecher unu zwen gllden ring, die sigind sy, dann
er habs Jm vor Jjar una tLag zlghoiten gen,

Und als wan jnn wideruwb von Schaffhussenn beschlckt,
sigind Jm ettliich gselilen engegen komuen jnn zlibelielten,

Er ist ouch bekanntiich, das Jnn &, Steffan Zelier und
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Hens Hager frintlich gepetten und gewarnet habind, cvewit und
er gschickt were, sig jm leid, gas ers nit gethan unu Jjnen
geuolget heige.

witer sc ist ¢r ouch bekannitlich und anred, das er
das Zedell, by Jm uff der kuntzlen jm buch ghept habe,

Printed in Eglii, Actenssmumlung, # 911 ff.
Pe 4209 1,



xviii

NCIE F,

HUBRALIER'S RECANTATION UBTAINED AFIER LORTURE AND PRESENIED
ON APRIL 1llth, 1526 AT ZURICH

Als Her Doctors Henndel ghdrt und veriessen, han sich
mine Herrn erkennt, das er uff Jelzt fritag den ersuien wiuer-
riiff, als er sich dann vormads ergoitenn hatt zum frésen wmiln-
ster thun s8lle, Darnsch am Sontag an moOrgen zum grossen
munster, und darnach zu Sant petier uand So das geschichit, Sol
er ein urfecht und uss miner Herren gricht und piett schwerenn,
und wine Herren wit sim touffen rflwiyg lassenn, dann wWo er wicer
umb keme und ergriffen, wurde man jm thun nach sinen verdienen
und erpletienn, und sol man ouch dem blldhbwer gegen schafl-
hussenn schriben vamit und die becher und ring zu winer Herren
Hunden kommind, und wenn die becher und ring komsenu, sond
mine Herren Jjren costen davuon nenmenn unu eas dann dorig ist,
s0ld wan Jm usshin gevenn und sin strass furen lessenn, Act,
mitwuch nach Quasimodo (April 11) presentibus Her waluer ret
una burger Anno U.ixvj.

"Ich, balthascr Hubmejer von Fridberg bekenn orfentiich
mit diser meiner Handschrifit, dass ich nit anders gwllsst, noch
verslanden all scuriften, so von dem Wassertaulf lautend, dann
dass munn zum ersien predigen scllie, carnach glauben, zum o,
taufft weruen, Worauff hab ich wich endsich gréndet, Nun aber
ist wir anzelgt, durcn M, Huldrich Zwingii, der bund Gottes wit
Abraham und seinem ssamen gewacht, auch dle Beschmeydunyg als ein
bundtzelchen, und wie der Tauff an der bschneyuung statt fanae,
weiches ich nit bab ndgen aufilidsen, auch so ist wir von an-
deren, als M, Leon, Doctor Bastlan una Kiconien fir ghalten
worden, wie die liebe ein rvichterin und urchellierin in asiien
schriften seyn solie, welches wir vast zeherzen gangen ist,
und assv der ilebe vili noch geducht habe, und entiich bewegt
@orden, uass ich von meinem drnemmen, von dem, dass wann die
Kinger nii cauffen solle, gefailen, und dass ich wmit dem Wicer-
tauff geirrt hebe; fUr das ander, so kompt mir f¥r, dass ich
veruachi selg, ais verwerff ich clie Obrigkelit, und suge, es
udg ein Cnrist in der Obrigkeit nit sitzen, darinn mir gwadit
und unrecht bschicht. Ich hab le und alivwegen gesagt, es wlg
wull ein Christ in der Cbrigkeit sitzen, und ie ciwistiicher
€r syge, ie ehrbariicher er regiere, dass hab ich mit vii
schrifften bewisen, der ich ietz nit eingedenk bin, ltem, so
widd ich verdeachi, als hav ich siie Ding wolien gmein muchen,
das ich aver nit gethan; sonder das beb ich ein christl:che
gueinschafft ver glteren gechelssen, wann einer hab, und sehe
selnen necasten noth leyden, dass er lhm solle selin Alimusen
miliheilen, dawitl den hungrigen, durstigen, nackenden und ge-
fangenen gehulifen werde, und ie wehr der mensch s8iche ierk
der bamhertzighkeit fibe, ie nehener er seige uem Christenlichen
Wesen, S50 hab ich auch dem Tauff nicht zugeben, hab mich keines
ewpfindens darinn berflhmt, ich bin auch nit der erst gsein, der
sich hal iassen tauffen, sonder vil vor mir, auch woll ein
fdrteil Jares, Es hand sich auch zu Waldshut etlich tauffen vor
mir, < So hab ich soncerlich in einer wmeiner Herren gebietlen una
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Landtschaliften nlemand getaulft, wie menn dew hatt mit Un-
wahrhelt von mir ausgeben,

ltem, so hab ich nle gesagt, dass ich ohn slnd syge,
oder nismer sfnden ulge, soncer le und allweg mich bekennt,
dass ich ein armer slndaer seige, in sfnden empfangen und ge-
boren, und werde ein slinder blss in den tod bielben, Gott
w8ll mir soich mein sdind nit zu ewiger verdammnuss zaurechnen
derhaib sich niemand an soichen articlien, an denen ich @ibel bin, -~
melnes nammens berflhmen s#lle, ocder mich flr ein Deckmuntel
firserfen. Zum dritten, die well nun Augustinus, und vil
andere noch ihm auch zu unseren Zeiten gelrrt habend, derha.b
bitten ich £,W, uwmb Gottes willen, wo ich auch ie einen hier-
inn erzfirnt hab oder beleldiget, dass er mirs verzelhe, wie
wir begehrend, dass uns Goit unser sfind verzelhe, w8ilend auch
L.We elngedenk seyn meiner grossen Krankhelt, Wicerwertigkeit,
Verjagung und Armut, dann ich kein elgen rok anzlegen heb, ali-
80 bioss bin ich darvon kommen, auch w8llend bewrachten ven
grossen Zorn und grimmen, cen weline Jiderwertigen gegen mir
gelasset hubend, und wolilend mich hierauf mit gnaden ansehen,
umb Goltes wiilen, damit als vil an E.W, gllgen, ich nit in
gie Héne meiner feinden komme, oder gegeven werde, dann ich ie
auch ein bilder mensch bin, una kan in disem bl8den Jeib leib-
ilcher sorgfeltigkeit nit absagen, das wil ich gegen Gett ge-
bitten f¥r E.W. und umb Christenliche regierung mein l8ben
iang nit verglssen, solle zuch E.Ww, oder anueren kein arges
weder mit worten, noch m.{ werken von mir erzelgt weruen, uass
soilend mir B, W, wahrliich vertrowen,"

Printed in Egil, Actenscwmiung, #940,pp. 449-450



NOTE G,

THE FOURTEEN AGTICLES OF FAITH OF THE AUGSBURG ANABAPTISTS AS
REPORTED IN AN AUGSBURG CHRONICLE FOR THE YEARS 1518---1583

La

15,
i4,

Evangelium non esse praedicandum, etiam in Hecelesis,nisi
in aures, & in domibus priuatis.

Christum conceptum esse in peccato originalil,

B.V. Hariam non esse matrem Del, sed Christi tantum,
Christum non esse Deum, sed tantum prophetam, cul elo-
quia Dei sunt credlta.

Christum non satisfecisse pro peccatls totius munaul,
Nullam potestatem & magistratum debere esse circa
Christiancs.

Extremus dies Jjudicil post duos annos venturus est.
Quod Angeli cum Christo incarnati sunt, & carnem cum
Christo susceperunt. :
Qui Deo confidere & credere non possunt, baptizeri ncn
debent,

Quicunque aligquid proprium habet ex coena Dmini nullam
partieipatonen habere debet,

Daemones & mail homines finaliter saivabuntur,

Sacra Seriptura fidelibus non est cuncessa, sed pecca-
toribus.

Omnes homines gui doctl sunt, praedicsntes Evangeliium,
perversores saecrarum Scripturarum sunt,

In coens Domini nihil aliud est, nisi panis & vinum,
nen corpus Lomini,

VEro Aug
antiquis Annalibus HES, culusdam conteumporanel fidel-
iter descripta, & nunc publici Jjuris facta. "idZTW,

p«25LL,

Heprinted in Schelhorn,
pe £86fL,
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NOTE H,

A EANDATE OF FERDINAND AGAINST THE ANABAPTISTS FROM JANUARY
ist, 1528 .

Wir Barll der funfiv ven gouls gnaden Lrweller Homischer
keyser zu al.ien zeyten Herer des lelehs x., In Germania 2u
Hispanien baider Siciiien Hierusalem Hungern Dalmatien Croatien
X, Kunig BErtzherzog zu Osterreich Hertzog zu Burgundix. Greue
zu Habspurg Fiandern und Tyrollix, Empicten alien vind yeghklichen
vasern vand des hailigen Heichs Cnurfursien/ Fursten/ gaistiichen
vnd weitlichen/ Prelaten, Grauen/ Feyen/ Herran/ Rittern/
Enechten/ Hauptleuten/ Landtuogten/ Vitzthuwben/ Vogten/
Priagern/ Verwesern,/ amptleuten/ Schultheissen/ Durgermaistern/
Richtern/ tiathen/ Burgers vnd UGemainden/ und suust ailen ancern
vnsern vnd des Relilchs vnderthanen vnd getrewen In was wirden
standts oder wesens die sein/ unser freuntschafft gnad vnd alles
gut. Hoch vad Erwirdigen,/ Hochgebornen iieben Fruendt,/ Neuen/
Chaimen/ Churfursten/ Fursten/ Wolgebornen/ Edlen/ Ersamen/
Adechtigen vnd lieben getrewen., W#Fiewol in balden gaistliichen
vad weltlichen Rechten der Widertauff bei schweren penen ver-
beotten/ vnd sunderlich die Keiserlichen Recht bey hochster
straff des todts/ gesatzt vnd geordmet/ des kainer/ so ein mal
nach Christlicher orcinung geteaufft ist/ sich widerumb oder zum
andern mal tauffen lassen/ noch einen andern tauffen solie, 8o
vernemen wir coch mit becchwerlichen gemuel/ das solehs vnange-
sehen auch vanbetrachi der lang herbrschten Christenlichen ord-
nungen vna geprauchs sich yetzundt vil im halligen Helch
teutscher Nation/ Frawen vnd mans person/ veerdas sle vormais
in yrer Jugent den Christenlichen Tauff entpfangen/ in kurtzen
anzal sey/ =0 zu soichem widertauff alies fleiss furpredigen,
rathen/ reitzen vind helffen/ vnd also auss yrer seibst freuelim
matwillen/ erdichten erfundung/ vnd irrigen verfueruung/ aus-
serhalb allies frundis Gottlicher schriffi/ ain aygen verdampte
Sect/ etiich bose such ander vil unchristiich grausame vnod
vnerhort artickel vnd ordenung/ erdacht vand suffiracht, Vnd
das auch in svichem nit die geringst beschwerdt ist/ das viler
solcher widertauffer auffsatz vnd gemuel ganizliich dahin das
8y in schein soicher yrer irrigen sekt des widerlauffs/ all
Uber vnd Erberkait/ auch gewain ruwig wesen/ ordnubigen vnd
pollicey/ abzuthun vnderzutrucken vnd zu uerwurstens Auss dem
ailem zu ietst nichts gewlssers/ dan Christenilchs pluts ver-
glessung erucligen wurde. Dlewell denn soicher verpottner wider-
tauff auss irrigen boser vermessenhait/ zu dem waren Christea-
lichen gisuben/ vnd der rechten lieb des nechsten/ nit allein
nit furderiich mutz noch dienlich ist/ sonder zu verfurischer
ergernuss, verdamnuss der seelen/ zerruttung erbars wesens vnd
poliicey/ vnnd vil snderer unschicklichkait, aii merckliche
enrey tzung vand vnleidiicher pfiantzung geplert, ©So hetten wir
vns der piilichait nech versechen/ yr die Uberkaitern solten
gegen solicher ingewachssener beschwerdt des widertauffs/ vad
zu sbwendung desselben/ vlieissiger vno ernstlicher einsehen
gehapt heben, Vnd werden also darumb als Homischer kayser der
notturfft nach/ hochlich verursacht/ euch ewer als der ober-
Kalten vnd Megistraten Ampls vna gepur in soichem zuerindern,
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Hiemit von vnser keyserlichen macht/ Euch sampt vnd besonder
ernstiich geplettentd/ vnd wollendi das yr Ewer vnderthan
verwandten vna angehorigen von soldcher verpottnen Irrigen vnd
beschwerlichen Bect des wxidertauffs vond obberurtem yren anhuang/
durch Ewer gepott vnd sunst suff den Cantzeln durch Christiiche
vnd gelierte prediger/ geirewlich vnd ernmstlich/ auch der peen
des Rechten in svichem falil vnd zuwm furdersten der grossen
straff Gobtes/ die sie zugewarten heben/ warnen/ abweysen vnd
ervindern, Vnd gegen den/ so aiso in solchem laster vnd irrung
des widerthauffs erkundiget erfunden vnd bet ettven wurden/ mit
obgedachten vnnd andeven gepurlichen penen des HRechten wir yr
dann solchs ampts helber schuldig seyt/ vieissig/ vnd wie sich
solchs gegen alnem yeden seinem verdienst nech/ gepuret/ vnd

yr zuthun wol wisset/ volinfaret/ vnd desshaib nit sewmig seyet/
damwit solch vbel wie gemelt gestrafft. Vnd ander obberurter
varath vnd weyterung/ so sunst darauss weehsen mag/ verhuet

vnd furkommen werde/ Als lieb Euch sampt ¥nd besonder sey unser
vod des Heiehs hochstevngnad vnd straff zuuerneyden. Geben in
vaser vod des Relchs Statt Speyer am vierdten tag des konats
Januarij Nach Christi gepurdt Funfzehnbundert vnd im Achtund-
zeaintzigsten, Vnserer Reiche des Bomischen im Neundten und der
andern aller im Zwolften Jaren.

Philippus, Markgref zu Baden, Ad mandatum comini
Rais, Statthaiter, wanma pro- Inperatoris proprium
},Jria.

Reprinted by Nestler, Die Wieder c8uferbeweiung
in Hegensburg, p.5l
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HUBMAIER, Balthasar, } ' 3 g
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XXV

HUBRAILK, Ba¢nhas&r, Axiomata, Quae Baldazar Pacimontanus,
Musca, Huiaryehi Zuinglii in Christo frater, Icanni
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iich ain bericht den kinder Tauff vnd des Nachtmal
beiangent, 1525, Anschluss. geben zu waldshut

‘ Sambstat nach Petri wvnd Pauli, July i, 1525. ®Zn,
Appendix #VII a.

nagz Friedberger daldashut offentliche
an gii chr aubipg me hen amw andeyren
tag Ges Hornungs bcschehen. iBb, ®MZ®, Appendix
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X i gar erern Urtaili, Second
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Grund E%% Ursach. Das einn yedlicher mensch,. der
gdelc seiner Khindthalt gotaufft ist. schuldig
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Vop dem Khindertauff: Ecolampsadius Thomas Augustinia

ner Leesmaister i, Jacob lmmelen M., Wuolffg: welssen.
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- A887. W%, Appendix #XIV.
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am, 7. ca. Getruckt durch Simprecht Scrg genant
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D. Balthasar Huebmor von Pridberg. Die warhait ist
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Hibudr von Fridberg. Die werhalt ist untédliich,
Nicolspurg MD xxvii. "Br.", Appendix #XX.

Ein Form ze Tauffen im wasser die vnnderrichten im
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guttes ze/ w8lien und zethon, OUder sy aber Ehinder
des Zorns wie sy denn von vatur seind ze blelben
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Getruckt durch Simprecht Sorg genant Froschauer,
Nicolspurg. 1527. "Br.", Appendix #xXII.

Des Ander Biechlen von der Freywllligkeit des menschens.
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den Durchieughtigistenn, vnnd Grossmechtigistenn
Herrn, Herrn Ferdinand, Chunigen zu Vongern vn
Behaimb, Ertzhertzogen in Uslerreich etc,, Seinen

%;lergenedigfgten Herrn, rin nechenschafit de
laubens, von Balthase Hilebmdr_von Fryolberg in
den Banden, suf XXVII Artigkhel, gegeben An den

. ary Anno ete. Im XXVIII
, Appendaix #XXV,
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