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Introdauction

The subject of this thesis a,.earea at rirst to lack
promise, It seemed that John "itherspoon's career had been
thoroughly described. His place in history is fixed by the
great service he rendered in America during the years that
include the birth of the United States. He was president of a
leading college; he was a member of the Continental Tongress:
he was one of the signers of the Declaration of Indepcndence;
and he was moderator of the first Generzl Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in the newly founded American republic.

On closer examination,however,the subject showed great
promise. The career of John ‘Witherspoon in America has
overshadowed his earlier 1life in his native land. He was born
in Scotland, and for twenty-four years he was a minister of
the Scottish Church. This period sihould be brought to light,
because it is important in itself and because it contains the
elements of his later achievements. V.L.Coliins,in his two

volume work, President Witherspoon, leaves nothing to be

desired in his exposition of "ithersyoon's American career;

but he has not fully treated his attainments in his native
land, Yo one has written fully on this period. It is the obhject
of this thesis to discover and elucidate the facts of the
career of John Vitherspoon as a Scottish churchman.

“itherspoon's Scottish ministry naturally divides itself

iv



in such a way that the outline I have followed in this work
is almost inevitable, Chapter one supplies the necessary
material and spiritual background; chapter two describes
Titherspoon's home and formal education. Because ¥ithersgpoon
separated his parish ministry from his extra-parochial
ministry,I have done so. His parish work at Beith and Paisley
is treated in chapters three and four,respectively. Of his
extra-parochial ministry,the part dealing with "itherspoon's
place in the church controversies is considered in chapter
five; his general influence,other than controversial,is
described in chapter six.

I wish to make grateful acknowledgment of the kindly and
helpful interest of all the ministers,librarians and
employees in government ofiices to whom I have applied for

information in the course of my investigations.
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The Msaterial and Spiritual Background

of

“ithers.oon's Scottish Ministry




TH: MATERIAL AXD SPIRITUAL BaCKGROUND OF

WITHERSPOON'S SCOTTISH ZIINISTRY,

CHAPTER I,

The material and spiritual forces that affected Scottish
life in the early part of the eighteenth century are essen-
ttizl elements of the enviromment in which John WVitherspoon
wes born and in which he grew up. These forces made the
general background against which “itherspoon rose to import-

tance as 2 minister of the Scottish Church,

The whole of Scotland was beggared in 1700 cs a result
of the failure of the Darien Scleme, the unfoundedly hopeful
project for making the Isthmus of Panama the comrercial cross-
:roads of the world, to the profit of Scottish pockets,
Patriotic enthusiasts had subscribed £400,000, an amount equal
to the val?e\of two-thirds of all the coin in circulation in
the country%) although only a little over half of this
subscribed sum was ever paid in,(z)the failure of the schene
brought poverty to the nation and dissipated all hopes of

prosperity. But prosperity was "just zround the corner",

a prosperity less spectacular but more lasting,

1. Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the Zighteenth
Century, vol.ii, p.245.

2. Graharm, Social Life of Scotland in the Zighteenth
Century, vol.ii, p.242
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This surer prosperity began to flow as a result of the Act

of Union between Scotland snd England in 1707.

The provision of the Act of Union removing all customs
barriers between Zngland and Scotland stimulasted trading
between the two kingdoms, But the results of thiis trade
were slightly in Znglcnd's favoui%) Another provision of
the Act relative to trade had the opposite efiect on Scotland;
this provision removed the restriction that had prohibited
Scotland from trading with English colonies, Jithin the
generation after the Act of Union the comnerce with Virginia
and the Indes trought fortune to Glasgow, Traffic in
tobacco brought the first tide of prosperity. The increased
possibility for trade stimulated tiie manufacture of articles
suitzble for export. Opinning and wesving developed rapidly;
the cozl mining and iron industriec, more slowly, As over-

tseas commerce increased the demand for ships stimulated

sripbuilding.

Scotland's union with “ngland marked the beginning of
a world-wide point of view for Scotlend, At lazst she
needed no longer to keep a wztchful eye of the Borders,
Looking farther afield she began to see the world as the
proving /
1, Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the _ighteenth

century p.247; Cunningham, 7,, The Growth of Znglish
Industry znd Commerce, vol.ii, p.334.
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proving ground for her sons and her industries. Interest
in war paled as the necessity for it disappeared. In the
wake of increased commercisl activity came improved stznd-
tards of living; 1improved standards of living facilitasted

1

the growth of culture and letters, The gr-ster part of
Scotland's contidbution to humen progress was made sfter
1707, in consequence of the Union,

All this directly affected John Witherspoon, Govern-
tment subsidies given in fulfilment of terms of the Union
aided the linen trade in Yester rfarish where Witherspoon's
father was ministerfl) As a boy Witherspoon saw the turf on
either side of Gifford Vater used as drying greens for the
newly formed British Linen Compané?) Paisley,where 7ither-
‘spoon was minister of the -«igh Church after 1757, was as
typical in 1700 of the dearth of Scotlish 1life as its thiiv-
!ing properity of fifty years later was typical of Scotland's
rising success. In 1700 faisley was a village of thatched
dwellings, whose 2,000 inhabitents depended on spinning yarn
on rock and reel to supply the 87 handloom weavers, who
sold their stuff at the cross in the market to Znglish

(3)
pedlars,

1. Kerr, istory of Scottish Banking, p. 65.

Bremner, The Industries of Scotland, p.216,
2. Collins, President Witherspoon, vol.i, p.3.
3. Brown, History of Pzisley, vol.ii, p,94,
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pedlars, Within less than twenty years efter Witherspoon
left Paisley the town's prosperity was proverltisl, From
a population of 4,000 in 1738 the town had grown tc¢ 27,00C
by 1786. The narrow, dirty streets and the people with
their slovenly manners c¢nd dress had teen succeeded by
"streets spacious and well-paved", new and elegant houses,
end gay and polite people; the servant mzids were more neatly
dressed than were formerly the citizens' wives, Paisley
had cecsed to Le self-conscious zbout riding in coaches,
The town had z new inn, its own bank, #nd high expectations:
"if they go on for twenty ears more in the wey they have
done in the twenty past, Paisle{l?ill be a much more consid-

terable place than even Glasgow", In 1789 tlre ?o%al yearly
2

value of manufazctures in Paisley was over £660,000 .
The increecsing flow of information about America coin-
icided with those yeare of 7Witherspoon's boyhood when the

mind is accuisitive of information, iic grew up accustomed to

think intelligently of America,

Because John Titherspoon's father wes & minister, and
because John himself becziie one, the character and develop-
tment of the Scottish Church in the first part of the
century/

1, Scots Magazine, XLVIII, p.619. (December, 1786)
2, Statistical Account, wvol, vii; p.73; 1793.



D

century deeply affected his early life and his mature cler-
tical outlook, The force of Presbyterianism in Scotland
in the seventeenth century was cpent in mesintazining itself
as the religion of .the established church, ost of Scotland
was primarily loyal to Presbyterianism; persons were loyal
because they preferred Prestyteriznism on its merits, or
because they disliked episcopacy, or because they feared
papacy. Others preferred the Presbyterien form of church
constitution on purely political grounds; they resented
English efforts to conform the Scste Church to the Church of
Ingland, The Revolutivbn Settlement of 1689 provided that
the Estaltlished Churcli in Scotland should be Prestyterian;

the Act of Ynion confirmed this estatlishment,

The Scottish Church emerged from tle persecution of the
seventeeth century more distinguished for irnensity than for
culture, Ministers driven from their manses - hunted, inm-
tprisoned and tcrtured -- could not be expected to have much
time for leisure, or inclination to cultivate the student's

even mind,

The clergy and the people of Scctland were one in this
spirit of intense indepcndence, Though the ministers
might sometimes tryannize over the gzple in matters of

parish /
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parish discipline, the people remembered that the clergymen
were their chempions against governmental tyrannies., The
Scottish folk were mindful that the ministers of the Church
could have made terms for the-selves, znd secured good liv-
¢tings and court favour ty selling poruler freedom to auto-
tcratic power, But instead, they hzd died in the Grassmarktet
of Edinburgh and on the moors of Ayrshire, contending for
what was both religious znd political liberty. ©So ingrzined

was this devotion to liberty that it tore fruit not only in

Scotland tut in the lands to which it was carried,

"When, for instange, in this (eighteenth) century the
Scot went over to America, he carried with him his hatred of
tyranny and his courage in public affairs., At the first
Declaration of Indcpendence, it was a Scots ministeﬁ wlio
brought the Continental Congress to & decision, declaring,
'Though these grey hairs must s-on descend to the sepulcire
I would infinitely rather that they descended thither by the
hand of the executioner than desert at this crisis the
sacred cause of my country'. Dr, Jeclin ‘itherspozn had
been a leader in the Scots Kirk about tie midile of the
century, as well as ¢ scmewhat broad satirist, but in 1768
re vecame Principal of Princeton College, New Jersey, and it

was to him that Horace Wszlpole alluded when re said in the

Tnglish/

* John Witherspoon
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English Parliament, 'Cousin America has run off with tre
Presbyterian parson'"sl)

£t the beginning of the century Scotland was wlmost
devoid of literature, lien of letters there were none; what
books there were came fro- “ngland; the people lived humbly,
spent sparingly, travelled seldom, snd read little, Lven
a laird's bookshelf m%g?t contaip only a few Latin bosks and

a Confescion of Faith ., From 1617, when Drummond publish-

ted his book, entitled Forth Fessting, till Ramsay collected

fragments of literature ?ng published them in 1721 there had
3

been silence in Scotland,

The “hurch, both clergy and people, began to mellow from
the austerity of the seventeenth century, The change in
theology and religious feeling began to show itself pzrticu-
tlearly in two specific cases. One was the prolonged agita-
:tion over the alleged heresiec of John Simson, Profescor of
Sivinity at Glasgow; the other was thc controversy over a

book, the lierrow of liodern Divinity, IThe Marrow of Xodern

Divinity was a long-forgotten English book setting forth the
teachings of the reformer, Martin Luther; Thomas Boston, of
Ettriek, republished it and annotated it st the richest
expression /

1, Wstson, The Scot of the Bighteenth Century, pp.1l5, 16.

2, Graham, Scottish Men of Letters in tiie Eighteenth Century

pP.2.
3., Wztson, The Scot of the “ighieenth Century, pp.319-320,
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expression of sound doctrine, Those who condemned the Marrow
were hard put to it to prove that it deviated from the stand-
tards of the church, but they had unezsy suspicions thst the
book and its supporters were infected with that antinomian-
tism which often accompanies a well-known type of piety,

Tre Genersl Assembly of 1720 condemned the book, Twelve
Mministers --- thereafter known as the ilarrow Men --- made

& representstion ageinst the decision and interpreted as a
mark of Divine displeasure the fact that at the moment of the
decision against the llerrow "a dreadful tempest of thunder and
heil took plece, delaying with itse fury the proceedings"”,
Boston, who was one of the .larrow men, issued a new edition of
the book several years later; all the .‘arrow men continued to
recorr end it, The Agsemkly, however, took no furtier notice,
The people gsve these men their devdtion end lcooked upon them

(1)
as the only faithful teschers in the land,

For over a decade the Churclh was agitated by the charges

of heresy made ageainst rrofescor Simson, fle was brought

to trial in 1714 and zrain in 1726, before the General
(2)

Lesembly, largely at the incstance of Alexander Vebester,

the fervid Evangelical leader, The clief error of which he

was /

1, Campbell, Two Centuries of the Church of Scotland, pp.45-46:
Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the liighteenth Century,
vol,ii,p.88: Raleigl, Annals of the Church in Scotlsnd p.288.

2, Ceripbell, Two Centuries of the Church of Scotland, p.44,
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was accused in his first trisal was that he attributed too
much to naturéf) and too little to God. The year he was
brought to trial was the year of the birth of Jean Jacques
Rousseau, who was to carry the gospel of nature to conclu-
:sions not dreamed of in the philosophy of either Vebster or
Simson, This case against Simson huné?for three years, when
he wes finally excused from the charges made against him,with
a slight censuré?) Other professors were enjoined against

following his tenets.

In 1726 Simson was asgain brought to trial, Fe had

studied Ssmuel Clzrke's Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity,

a work -f Arian tendency. He had framed his teaching zc-
tcordingly., At hie trial his students gave their versions
of his lectures as evidence; tut their versions varied,

The professor had lectured in Latin, as was the custom; the
variety of conflicting ideas that the students had gathered
from these Latin lecturcs was €0 embarassing that thereafter 7
the lectures were given in English, In 1728 he abjured his
alleged errors; but in 1729 he was suspended from tesching,
without being deposed, e continued to drzw his sclery for
eleven years more., Nothing was proved by his prolonged
trials, except %g?t they articulated the Church's attitude

towards arianism,

1, Raleigh, Annals of the Church of Scotland, p.287.

2, Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the ulghtanth Century,
vol.ii, p.88.

3. Cunningham, Churcl History of Scotland, vol ii,400,
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The Simson cases and the liarrow controversy are evidences
of two rivel tendencies that ran side by side in the church in
Scotland, Both were heretical in. that both werc half truths,
The former expressed tre religion of reason;i the latter,
the re.igion of feeling, Both gained ground from the re-
taction to the political religion of the seventeenth cen-
:tﬁryfl) The further development of these tendencies will
be discussed as they come abreast Witherspoon's ministry, The
Arian tendency showed itself in the paganized Christians
azainst whom WVitherspoon directed his satire, the Zcclesiasti-

tcal Characteristics; the liarrow tendency contributed to the

Secession,

The Secession was an accomplished fact before Withersioon
was in his teens. The Xarrow men were the leading Seceders,
But their tenets of free grace, which their opyonents called
antinomian, probably never would have carried them to the
point of withdrawing from the iZsteblishment, The occasionsal
cause of their secession was their unredrecssed grievance
zrpainst the law of patronage -- 1in its principle and its
applicationfz)

The law of patronage is the c¢ivil law providing for the
appointment /

1, Cunninghar, Church History of <ecotland, vol.ii, p.446.
2. Mathicson, The Awckening of Scitland, pp.l146-147,
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appointaent of the ministers of the Zstatlished Church to
their benefices by the landed proprietors; ’ these proprietors
are called the patrons of the respective benefices zt their
disposalfl) Except for a brief period following 1638, lay
patronage had existed in Scotlend from the Reformation un-
:til the Revolution, In 1690 the right of presentation was
taken from patrons, The heritors and elders of a landwerd
rarish, or the pagistrates and elders of a burghal parish,
were to "name and propose™ a minister to the congregation.
Tiie patrons were compensated for the loses of their privi-
tlege by a payment from the heritors and elders of 600 merks
for each patronage, If a congregation disapproved of
the prcosentee of the heritors end elders, their reasons for
disapproval were weighed by th:s prestytery; the judgment
of the prestytery was to be final, If the heritors znd
elders presented no minister to a vepvant parish within six
months, the right of presentation fell to the presiytery,
jure devoluto, 2)

In 1712 lay patronage was restored by sct of Par.izment

in spite of the protests of the Churclh of Scotland, The

ict /

1, See Appendix I.
2. Wellwood, Life of Zrskine, appendix, pp.422, 450,
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Act of 1712 repealed the Act of 1690 and restored the
patrons to their former rights, with the exception that the
Act of 1712 retained the jus devolutum, whereby & patron
fzciling to present a minister to?vacant perish within six
months forfeited his right of presentation to the presby-
:tery.(l)

"For many years 2fter the date of the act restoring
patronages, presePtetions were by no means introduced into
general practicegf) Lany patrons, including the Crown,
consulted the wishes of cocngregations and presbyteries be-
:fore iscuing their presentctions. Publiec opinion con-
tdemned a man who accepted a presentstion from a petron with-
tout the goodwill of the congregation, But no idea of popu-
tlar election, as understood today, wzs then curré%%. From
1712 until 1732 "the icsembly pronounced many sentsnces -
without much regerd to the rights of patronagefﬁ)

Ag long as the Church was mainly of one psrty, the
settlement of minicsters wae deternined in great measure at
the discretion 3f the Church, But & division of opinion
began to appecr as 2 result of the doctrinal disputes over

Frofessor/

. 7ellwood, Life of “rskine, pp.422, 460,

Wellwood, Life of Z“rskine, p. 436,

Witherspoon, Works, vol,vi,p.250: lXorren, Anncls of the
Assenmbly, vol,ii. p.209,

. wellwood, Life of Zrskine, p.437.

1
2
3
4
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Professcr Simson and the Marrow, These disputes had caused
much feeling; the opposing parties aggravated their differ-
tences until they developed the habit of party spirit. With
party spirit came inevitsbly the desire for ascendencys; the
mode of electing ministers, ~"ho in due course would be voting
members of church courts, became the concern of all pertisans,
For a number of years after the Hevolution Scttlement tlere
had not been enough ministers to man the Churchfl) Ac the
eighteenth century czdvanced the number of men intending to
be ministers increased; the Church began to take more care
in ordaining and settling ministers, in crder to k<ep un-
tdesireble men from entering tie sacred officé?)

The settlement of vacant parishes began to give pro-
:longed trouble to the church courts, Two parties bccame
clearly defined., The first, called the -‘oderate Party,
favour~-d the exercise of patronage according to txe law,

Ihey rallied behind tie law of patronage because of the
merit of the law, and because the law was = part of the

Constitution of the Church, The other party, cslled the

Popular Barty, felt that the law of patronage was contrary

to /

1, Grzhamn, Social Life of Scotland in tl.e Zighteenth Century
vol, ii, p.8.
2, Campbell, Two Centuriec in th Scottisr Church, p.51.
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to the Christian liverty of the great body of members of the
Church, and that it violated the individual rights of freedcm

of conscience,

Each year more and more time was teken up in the Generel
ssembly with cases of settlements, The decisions of the
General Aésembly did not always bring peace, It fell to the
presbyteries to execute the decisions of the .ssembly; but
oresbyteries often held Popular opiniones and plea%fconscienf-
‘tious scruples speinst settling a minister against the wishes
of a congregation, In 1729 the device was adopted whereby
the duty of a reczlcitrsnt presuytery would be done for it
by a comaittee appointed for the purpose by the General
Assembly o¥ the Commission, These committees were celled
"riding comittees”, Forced, even violent, settlrments
often occurred, In the hope of delivering the Church from
these discreditable zltercations another expedient was zdopt-
ted in 1732, In that year =n Act wes pzsced providing
that presbyteries, in exercising the ius devolutum, were to
proceed upon & call given by the heritors, provided they were
protectents, and by the elders of the parishj the heads of
families representing the congregstion, were onitted from the
process of the ca.l, exce, .t for & nominal expression cf opin-
tion after the call wss settled, This Act was pasced by the

(1)

Assembly on their own authority.

1. Campbell, Two Centuries of the Church of Scotland, p.53.
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+he Popular Party resented the provisions of this act,

No sooner had the Acssembly risen than iir, Ebengzer Erskine,
minister at otirling, began to sound an alarm, charging that
the act was a gross encroacrhment upon the rights of the
people, thct it wae a breach of the Constitution of the Church
and that it was " wound given to the prerogative of Christ”fl)
T.e synod censured Zrskine for his words; he ap_ ealed

from their censure to the Assembly of 1733, This Assembly
sucstained the synod's censure end refused to receive Zrskine's
protest against their decision, Before the year was out
Erskine and the ministers wh5 had joined with lLim in his

stand against patronage were loosed from their charges, In
defiance they erected the Associate Presbyteryfg)

The clamour against the fct of 1732 became so general and
s> vioslent that the Assembly repealed it in 1734. For the
next six years the Assemblies did all they could to heal the
breach between the seceders and the Church, Not only was the
Act of 1732 repealed, but the sentence of suspension against
Erskine and his friends was removed, All conciliation was

(3)

in vain, In 1740 the seceders, still obdurate, were deposed.

1, Campbell, Two Centuries of the Church of Scotland, p.55
2, Xorren, Annals of the Assembly, vol,ii, pp.1l-10,
3. liorren, Annals of the Assembly, vol.ii, pp.1l7-18,
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It was during this period of increasing comnisrcial
prosperity, a period whici. ushered in a new age for Scot-
:land, thst John Witherspoon was growing up. In the Church
there was still kcen party strife, in spite of the secescion of
drskine and other leaders of the Popular Party, Witherspoon
was to begin his ministry in the Church within lesc then a

decade after the final deposition of the seceders,



CHAPTER II

The Childhood and Formal Education

of

John Witherspoon,
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CHAVTER II,

John Witherspoon was born at Gifford, in Zast Lothian,

(1)

Fevruary 5, 1723, the eldest son of James Witherspoon and
Anna Walker, Mr, Witherspoon was minister of the parish

(Yfester Parish) and Mrs.ﬁitherspo?n)was a daughter of the
2
manse; her father was David Walker, minister of Temple

Parish, near Edinburgh,

His home was confortable, The mense was new, It
had been built only 15 years before, in 1708, at the same

time the church was built, I'is father's stipend was £100

(3)
a year, including the glebe, If the averag? %ncome of
4
ministers was £40 a year, as Graham says it was, then the

(5)
"Titherspoon household was above the average, And if the
income of the clergymen in a parish stood second, excecding

that of many of the lairds, then John Witherspoon must have

been born to circumstances of unusuzl comfort and position,

Industry was touching Gifford, The linen trade was
employing 15 hands, Beyond the bleachfield there w:ts no

manufacturing/

Fasti Ecec. Scot., vol,iii, p. 174 - see appendix 2,

Fasti Zcc, Scot. vol.i, p.349.

Statistical acct, of Scotland, vol,i, p.346,

Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the= “ight-enth Century,
vol.,ii, p.1l6.

Ibid,, p.18.

Statistical Account, vol,i, p,347.
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manufacturing in the parish, The name of the parish, Yester,
is a corruption from a word "ystrad", which describes the
local aspect of the parish, For "ystrad"” m:ans "strath",

and the parish forms a strath on the banks of a rivulet called
Gifford Water, a tributary of the Tyne. Various small streams
descending from tlre Lammermoor Hills form the Gifford Water,
"This strath is one of peculiar bezuty, Although it is 400
feet above the l§ve1 of the sea, it is highly cultivated, and
richly wooded"fl An older account tells us there were

"some very fine trout" in Gifford Water, For the growing

boy there was climbing ttrough tie heather to the tops of

the Lammermoors: Lammerlaw, the highest of them all, is in
Yester Parish, There was also fishing. Ncarby was Yester
Castles Scott was t. mention it in liarmion, Witherspoon
long remembered the fishing for we find him in a sermon draw-

(2)
ting a metaphor fro: the careful baiting of a fishhook,

~

What we know of the Rev, James Witherspoon makes for the

(3)

inference that he was all that the New Statistical Account

says 0f him: "eminent for his piety, learning, and fidelity

as a minister of the gospel", An estimate of his cbility

as /

1, New Statistical Acct, vol, ii, pp.l1l54 ff,
2. Witherspoon, Works, vol, iv, p. 177.
3., New Statistical Acct, vol,ii, p.158-159
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as a prescher comes through the celebrated Robert Vodrow
who reports what he heard from a friend, Under the date of
YMay 13, 1728, 7odrow writes, "Yesterday in the forenoon, Lr,
Rouat preached before the Commissioner ,.. Ie had very good
things and did not meddle at all, almost, but very generally,
wit: what was before the Ascembly. However, his succescotr in
the afternoon, iir, Jitherspoon, followed not his example,
Yis text was, 'Contend earnestly for the faith', and those
who heard him say e explained very softly, and much over-
:looked eurnestness, and pressed, which are good things, mod-
teration and charity, and showed this contending is akout man-
tners of speaking and words of different meanings, and it may
Le, people who are mistaken may be at the bottom", Wodrow com-
tments further, "Such as preach now are bound to be mistaken by
sne side or other, =nd it's no desiralle province, I did not

hear ir. Witherspoon, minister at Yester, but went to the Tron

Churchgf) He prezched before the Lord High Commissioner agzin
on the morning of)th? second Sztbath of the sitting of the
Assembly of 1745? In 1744 he wes made a King's cheplsin-in-
ordinaré%) At the age of 66, two yecrs before his death,

he/

1. Correspondence, Wodrow Society, vol,iii, p.365,
2, Yorren, Annals,of the asrembly, vol.,i, p. 335 (appendix)
3. Fasti Ecclesiae Scoticsznae,vol.i, p.400,
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he was a member with his son of the Assembly of 1757. The
father and the son were both apypointed members of the same
com:ittee, the committee on overturéé? These facts, with
other considerations, largely contradict the picture drawn

by Alexander Carlyle of the elder Witherspoon,

Although Carlyle, a contemporary and associate of John
Wit erspoon, gives us our only account of the life in the
Yester manse, it is a picture that cannot be wholly relied
on, To begin with it was written, not at the time when he
visited the Witherspoons, but toward the end of his life.
His observations were those of an unformed youth, recollected ;
and recorded in 0ld age. Not only time ktut John Witherspoon's
subsequent greatness must have warped Carlyle's memory,. Both
father znd son are represented as unpleasant; their good qual-
tities are grudgingly mentioned, It is unfortunate for our
picture of John Witherspoon that the chief contemporary
acquaintance who wrote about him should be a prejudiced wit-
‘nesc, Speaking of John he says, "I used sometimes to
go with him for a day or two to his father'c house at Gif-
:ford Hall, where we passed the day in fishing, to be out
of reach of his father, who wus very sulky and tyrannical,
but who, being much given to gluttony, fell asleep early,
and /

1, Ms, Records of General Assembly for 1757, p.394.
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and went always to bed at nine, and, being as fat as a por-
:poise, was not to be awaked, so that we had three or four
hours of liberty every night to amuse ourselves with the
daughters of the family, end their cousins who resorted to
us from the village, when the ol man was gone to rest, This
John loved of all things; and this sort of company he enjoyed
in greater perfection when he returned my visits, when we
had still more companions of the fair sex, and no restraint
from anzustere father"fl)

Such was the opinion of the youthful Carlyle, It is
natural for him to find “he older Vitherspoon austere (his
own father was exceptional in his scllowing Cerlyle to dancé§2
he naturally thought nhim dull, fat, and sluggish for what
stripling lad does not so think of most men of over 45; he
refers to James Witherspoon as "the old magéz although he
was just over 4, To this youthful opinion he adds an in-
sterpretation that savours of a cynical cnd bitter old age.
Carlyle adds to the above account, speaking of John Wither-
:sooon, "so that I always considered the austerity of manners
and aversion to social joy which he affected afterwards, as
the arts of hypocrisy ¢nd awbition; for he hied & strong and
=nlightened understanding, far alove enthusiasm,and a temper
that /

1, Carlyle, Autobiogrephy, Dp. 73.

2, Cerlyle, Autobiography, p. U3
3, Carlyle, sutobiography, p. 73.
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(1)
that did not seem liable to it". 1In 1758 "itherspoon said,

"Men discover such a proneness to disparage every profession
of piety superior to their own. How common it is to
ascribe such appearance to weakness or hypocriséa?

Out of all this there apypear the facts that John ®ither-
spoon loved fishing, and indulged in it and in other
youthful pastimes, more than his father thought good for
him. After he grew‘up, in his life as a minister in the
Scottish Church, he put away his youthful irresgonsibi}ity,
and took life so seriously that he never "played" aga§g.

He knew that his austerity of life gave offence to his more
worldly brethren. Of the true minister he s&ys, "There are
many who will complain of him, as too rigid, and impute to
ill-nature and indiscretion, what arises from the dictates
of conscience, and a sense of dutéﬁz This he said in the

last sermon he preached before leaving Scotland for America.

In the summer of 1744 Carlyle was visiting the clergy of
the Presbytery of Haddington, as the forms reguired that he
should perform that duty before he was admitted to trials.
In Carlyle's words: "I went to the next manse, which was
Y:ster, where I had been frequently before with Jchn
Witherspoon, afterwards/

Carlyle, Autobiograrhy, p. 76
Witherspoon, "orks, vol. v, p. 22

Witherspoon, Vorks, vol. vi, p. €95
*jtherspoon, *orks, vol, iii, p. 291
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afterwards the celebrated doctor, The father, who had very
few topics to examine on, as the depth of his reading was in
the sermons of the French Calvinist ministers, which he
preached daily, was, besides, too lazy to engage in anything
so arduous as the examination of a student -- how to eat and
drink znd sleep being his sole care, though he was not with-

s$out parts, if th=e soul had not been buried under a mountain

(1)

of flesh,"®

The truth sorted from the prejudice in this picture

shows a man of parts, somewhat a sensualist, not catholic

in his reading, But as this was the year he was made King's
Chaplsin he could not have been immersed in obesity, a might-
have-been, He knew young Carlyle weli; the presbytery
evidently thought well of ‘Vitherspoon's abilities, for he

was one of a comnittee of three appointed by the presbytery
to examine "Carlile" zss a candidate for "Trya§§3 He did his
work for he was one of only two of the committee of three who

the
resorted to/presbytery the result of their examination,  He

(3)
was an examiner of "Carlile's" thesis, The feature of
this portrait which is reflected in John Witherspoon is the
knowleige of the French Calvinist writers. One of the few

illustr-tive anecdotes that John Witherspoon used in his writ-
tings /

1. Carlyle, Autobiography, p.l105. ‘
2. iIs,Records of the Presbytery of Haddington,October 16,1744,
3. Ms, Records of the Presbytery of Haddington, September 2,1745.
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tings and sermons was taken from the history of French Pro-
ttestants, a story of Des Barreaux who prayed, "Great God,thy
judgments are full of rightesusness, thou takest pleasure in
the exercise of merecy; but I have sinned to such a height,
that justice demands my destruction, and mercy itself seems
to solicit my perdition., Lisdain my teare, strike the blow,
end execute they judgment, I am willing to submit, and adore,
even in perishing, the equity of thy procedure, But on what
place will the stroke fall, that i: not covered with the blood
of Christ"? This Deg Barreaux was "a foreigner of eminent

station, who had been %reat profligate, and afterwards be-

a
(1
tcame a grezt penitent", He gives no source of reference
for this incident, as he is scrupulous to do usually; he

evidently recalled it from his cnildhood,

From a memoir of Dr, John wWitherspoon, the materials of
which were chiefly derived from the sermon preached at his
funeral, we read that "his father was a worthy man - eminent
not only for piety, but for literature, and for a hatit of
extreme accuracy in all his writings and discourses, any
propensity, when it has once become characterictical of a
race, is peculiarly apt to be propagated by the influence of
early associations, The father': example, therefore, may be

supposed/

1. Witherspoon, Works, vol,i, p.283,
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supposed to have contributed not a little to form in ‘he son
that taste and love of correectness, united with a dignified
simplicity, for which he was so much and so justly distinguish-
sed through the whole of his life.sl)

John vitherspoon's mother was Anna Welker, the daughter
of the Rev, Duvid Walker and 'argaret Paterson, his wife,
The alleged descent of the Walkers from John Knox is the
source of the oft-repeated but unproved claim connecting John
Witherspoon with the reformerfg)

The date of iirs. 7itherspuon's birth is no longer a
matter of fecord. But the baptismal register of Tenple
Parish shows t.at she was baptised on July 19, 1696, It is

safe to ascume that her birth did not precede this daste by

many days, In is last seruon at Paisley Witherspoon men-

ttioned that the custom still preva%1§d to baptise tabies as
3

goon as poscible after they were torn, Of her personality

and character our only knowledge is derived by inference from
the facts of her ministerial parentage and her carriage to

a Lowland parish minister, and from the early training of
her six children, born within ten years, Her death
occurred /

1, 7itherspoon, ¥orks, vol,i, p.xii.

2. Appendix 3,
3. Vitherspoon, Works, vol,iii, p.292.
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occurred sometime before 1744, when her husband describes
himself as a widowerfl) James Witherspoon died August 14,
1759, after his son, John, had been settled at Pzisley a
little over two years, Witherspoon came through to Gifford
on this occasion and remained to preach the Sunday following
in his late father's pulpgi? Of his will, probated the fol-
$lowing December, John :/ithers oon is the sole executor; the
only item of indebtedness to his estate mentioned in this
document is the salary of King's chaplain, due from July 5,

(3)
1759 until his deazath,

John Withers.oon often mentions parents and ciildren
in 1'is writings and sermons, In how far these ideas reflect
his home training, and in how far trey are the ideals of
child-training that he acquired after Le had himself left
his father's rcof he has not told us, In his visits to
the Yestar I'anse Carlyle noticed the firm discipline of the

father over the children, Once, in his sermon, Seasonable

sdvice to Young Persons, John Witherspoon seems to have in

mind his own father's discipline, "One of the first and
most important lessons which parents and guardians must
teach -- is moderztion and restrzint", "It has been some-
:times observed, that persons strictly and piously educated,
when/

1, Collins, President Withersioon, vol.i, p.7

2. is,Record of the Presbytery of lizddington, August 1759,
3. is.Register of Testaments, Ldinburgh, Dece-ter 20,1759,
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when they have come into the world, have run headl.ng into the
most vicious and abandoned course of life, This has been
commonly ascribed to the rigour of their former confinement,
and an advice grafted upon it, that parents should be less
severe to their children, lest they should more than compen-
:sate this early restraint, bw&he liberties which they after-
‘wards assume, But though I willingly adwit that every parent,
shhould temper his authority with gentleness and love, yet 1
am far from thinking the effect just now mentioned is ascribed
to its proper cause; it is not owin_ so much to the rigour
of parentsl authority, 2s to young persons getting into the
society of men without principle ---," "I have s>bserved
that the children of pious parents, who are betrayed into
vicious courses, are almost always such as have been most
early reuoved from their immediate inspection." Witherspoon
is saying that he did not suffer from a strict regulation
in youth; rather he benefited by it, It kept him from evil
companions and from forming time-wasting znd wviecious hab§%;.

At an early age John wes sent to the Grammar School at
Haddington, He distinguisiied hinself sufficiently tg be
handed down as an out-sianding pupil of the school.(2
James/

1, Witherspoon, Works, vol,v, pp.l01-102
2, Miller, Lamp of Lothian, p.194.
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Ja:ies Ziiller mentions the early scholars of Haddington school
and continues: "Such were a few of the early distinguished
scholars of Haddington, where the llzitlands -- the Cockburns
-- and Knox were educated; and, in later times, itherspoon
and ‘.ylne, men alike distinguislied for their literary talents
as well as their learning", Of course, Withersgoon's atten-
¢tdance at the school i ht not have been m=ntioned but for

q

'ig later distinction,

In 1724, John Leslie was .izster of the grammer-school at
Haddington, "Previous to this period the school of Hadding-
:ton had beamn convened at six oclock in the morning, susrier
and winter., On the 14th of Dece ber, 1699, the town council
ordained, for the health of the children, 'that from Hallownas
to Candlemas, the school should in future meet at nine morn-
:ingmfl) This change of time was fortunate for young John
Vitherspoon who had to walk the four miles from Gifford to
Haddington every day. The school-house was near tiie Tyne,
which runs through Haddington, It wes once spoiled by flood
(1673); on ite being "redd and cleansed", sests and, later,
desks were provided for the pupils., This was the equipmnent in
Witherspoon's day. «#ithin 20 years after he left the school

(1753) the t-own council built a new school, It is likely a

new/

1, ¥iller, Lamp of Lothian, p.195.
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new school was needed when Vitherspoon attended. IHe spent
the day at the school, with two hours allowed in which to eat
the two meals the food for which he had brougiht from home,
In winter it was dark long before he reached home, He was
taught Latin, mathematics, gramiar, writingand singing. In
addition he was given the usuzl religious instruction in the
scriptures and the catechis&%) The school was intended
principally to impart factual knowledge; home training wes
relied on to build character, Jithers oon szid years later
in a sermon, "Public instruction is, in a great measure, use-
tless to those who are not prepered for it by more femiliar
teaching et home”EZ)

For z long period there had existed in Grammar Schools
the custom of performing Latin plays. This practice was
designed for the furtherance of lezrning, end not to pander
to any weakness for professional play-acting. The Haddington
Grammar Bchool hed its Latin Plays, Alexander =ome, school-
imaster of Dunbar, had composed when James VI wues king, a
piece called "Bellum Grzuu aticale", in whicl. the various
parts of speech are personified and appear to argue with
ezch other their respective claims to precedence over the
rest. During John Vitherspoon's school days this end such
pedagoric moral plays were performed on festive school
sccasions /

1, Milier, Leuwp of Lothian, p. 1995.
2. Witherspoon, Works, vol,iii, p.226.
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occasions; the public functionaries, eminent citizens, and
ninisters came with subdued excitement to witness the per-
tformances, Schoolmaster Leslie's boys' acting was received
"with genersl applause”, On one occasi?n)he secured "the
most celebrated Scottish poet of the timi, the azuthor of the

pleasant pastoral comedy of the 'Gentle Shepherd', to intro-

tduce his young Thespian heroes to their auditors with an
address, To display their arpreciation of these Lztin
drematic entertainments, the town council defrzyed the ex-

(2)

tpenses annuelly, for erecting the stage,

When in 1756 the Tragedy of Jouglas was performed and

raised a storm of opposition to the stage, 7itherspcon added

Effetts
et of

tis "Serious Incuiry into thrhe Yature =nd

the Stage’ to the general hue and cry against the stage, It
must have given him some embarrassment to recall that he had
taken ordinary parts in the Lstin plays of his school dsys, )
e carefully explains: "There is a discourse of a foreiggé
ter of sorie note, in which he ascserts all his eloquence in
commnendation of plays, when used in the public schools, for
the improvenent of youth in action and elocution, under the
direction of their masters. Ac this gentleman was a

clergyman, his cuthority is often used on this subject,

But/

1., Allan Rc.:.say.
2. killer, Lamp of Lothian, p,196,
3. Werenfels Oratio de Comoediis,
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But it ought to be observed, that as he was a young man

when he employed his eloquence in this cause, so, what he
says strongly supports the propriety of. the distinction"
between public plays and school plays, "He expressly con-
ifines the argument to such plays as were prcsented by youths
in the schools, and rejects with great abhorrence the public
stage, ¢nd such as were acted by mcrcenary playeré}? By the
time he wrote his essay against the stage, school plays were
banned, And as though answering someone's remninder that the
rnagistrates and town council of Haddington used to sanction
their grammar school plays hLe dogmatises: "But (the) magis-
ttrzte can never be safely intrusted with the direction of
what regards our moral and spiritusl improvement, and he

(2
would be going out of his own sphere should be attempt it,

2~

For does he allow to esczpe mention "the aggravated sin of
ministers writing plays, or attending the stage", "The
stage 1s not only improper as ¢ means of instruction, but --
all, or the far grectest number of pieces there presented,

(3)

nust have, upon tlie whole, & pernicious tendency".

In his thirteenth ycar John Witherspoon was sent to the
University /
1, Witherspoon, Works, vol.vi, p.70.

2, Witherspoon, 7orks, vol, vi, p.92 footnote,
3. Witherspoon, Works, vol, vi, p,126,
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University of Edinburgh. Until 1708 the course of instruc-
ition at the University was conducted vy regents, thet is,
teschers each of whom carried his class through & three or
four yecrs' curriculum, until the cless rezched the stage of
leureation, In thet year the method of each regent lecturing
on a multiplicity of incongruous subtjects was abandoned in
favour of the system whereby each subject was trezted by one
man who made it hils specizl study. Although Witherspoon came
to the University in 1736 there still remszined a remnant of
the "regenting system" that r-quired him to matriculate under
a given ;rofessor; and so it happens that in the manuscript
book of matriculation for 1704-1762 preserved in the univer-
teity archives is found John Witherspoon's signature under
tl:e heading "Discipuli Domini Johanni Stevenson", The
date of his signing this register was February 26, 1736,

But he must have signed later than hic srrivsel, some months
later; UbLecause the term ren from November to 1Ly, one con-

“

stinuous term ?ighout the poscibility of s student's enter-
2
ting in February, and because he is mentioned hg Dr.Carlyle

(3

zs one of his house mates in the autumn of 1735,

Coming to the university wes merely znother step in
"7itherspoon's /

1, Bower, History of the University of Zdinburgh, vol,ii,
| pp.71-83.
2. Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the =ighteenth Century,
vol.ii, p.193
3. Carlyle, Autobiography, p.34.
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“Titherspoon's progress toward his goal, the ministry. His
character was well-formed; his purpose was well-defined;

he was more mature than the average, The sccidence of wyni-
:versity life --- 1living quarters, srmusements, end com-
tpanions -- had smsll effect on him, He lived in the same
house with his childhood friend, Cerlyle, and other men whom
Carlyle describes &s "very guod company", John and Alexander
axwell, with their tutor, were boarded there, Also in the
house were kinsmen of the young llaxwells, Sir Harry Nisbet
of Dean, snd John Dalrymple viv with Carlyle shared the bene-
:fit of the Maxwell's tutor. "John ‘axwell was remarkatly
tall and well made +-, but of such gentle manners znd so
soft a temper that nobody could then forsee" that he would
be = distinguished colon-=1 in the &allied army undcr Prince
Ferdinand in the yecr 1759. Sir Harry was to become an
ary officer and fall in battle zt an early age. John
Dzlrymple wes later Sir John and made his first appearance
before tle Synod of Lothian znd Tweedale as &n advocate de-
:fernding Alexander Carlyle against the libel brought against

(1)

him for attending the performance of the tragedy, "Douglas",

'7itherspoon must have cared little to make cny impression on

nis companions or to partake in their 1life, Carlyle says,

ot/

1, Carlyle, Autobiography, p.337.
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of Witherspoon, "At the time I speak of he was z good
scholar, far advuanced for his age, very sensible and shrewd,
but of a disagreeable temper, which wes irritated‘by & flat
voice and awkward manner, which prevented his maeking an im-
ipression on his companions of either sex that was at 21l
adequate to his zbility. This defect, when he wzs a lad,
stuck to him when he grew to manhood --—ﬂ(l)

In his meture purpose for his life and in his capacity

“or pursuing that purpose singly Witherspoon wes advanced for
his yeers. But this maturity seems to have been at the ex-
stpense of other sides of his development. In his singleness
of purpose he consciously eliminated @ll influences that he -
felt to be either not helpful, or imimical to his preparation
for the ministry. He was irmmune to the influences from out-
tside himself which he chose consciously to be free of.

Those subtle influences -- the historic traditions of the
city, the benefit of meeting the world, the cultivation of
taste, and the gcining of "a certain menner and address that
can only be obtained at the capital" - left Witherspoon un-
ttoucned. Those cormon experiences that bind friend to
friend Witherspoon never shared with anyone, But it was by
his own choice that it was so, and not by accicdent, He

cultivated /

1. Cerlyle, Autobiography, Dp.34.
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cultivated assiduously that which was conducive to the

purpose of religion.

In the early years of his ministry he wrote, "The know-
ledge of history is, in many respects, necessary for the
great nurposes of religion®. "If cny csk,how or why the
knowledge of history is necessary to the purvoses ol religion?
I answer it is necessary for proving the truths of naturzl
and confirming those of revealed religion; for repelling the
nttacks of adversaries, and giving us such 2 view of the plcn
of providence, as may excite us to the exercise of the duties
of adoration, thankfulness, trust, and submission to the sup-
reme disposer of all even£éa. This elevated resction would
scarcely be the major one which old Edinburgh would arouse;
therefore he spent no time "savouring" its old stones and
Wa2YSe With respect %“o the opportunities of city life
Jitherspoon felt that for all Christians "their duty ss Chris-
tians should constrain them to be at odds with the delicacies
of life, or the polite and fashionable pleasures of the(iée”.
He often speaks in lcter years ageinst laymen who conform to
the world, but more especlally against ministers who make
their address and conversation and employments agreeable to

me n/

1. +‘Vitherspoon, Jorks, vol.vi, Pp. 97-98,
2. Jitherspoon, Works, vol. vi, Do 78.
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men of the world, This zscetic detachment prevented his
having friends during his student days, and was to prevent
his participation in the fellowship of &ny clerical group
during the years of hié Scottish ministry, whether social

or political,

During his university years Witherspoon missed the
pverty-haunted struggle which many students had to make,
dis lodgings in a house half way down the Lawnmarket were

those of
the best any student had, and in contrast with/the great
majority of lads who were extreuely poor and lived in mean
T students

garrets in the wynds; fthosi/who were less poor === lived
in chambers in the main gquadrengle of the university, The
poverty of students was acute, iieny brought with them in
autumn their winter's supply of oat and barley meal, which
with occasional supplies from home, 1?sted by careful stint-
sing till the sescion was over in Hé;. Even well-off students
lived cheaply. Carlyle scys tkat in 1742 "living &t Edin-
sburgh continued to be wonderfully cheap, as there were or--
‘dinaries for young gentlemen, at fourpence z-head for a very
good dinner of broth znd teef, and a roast =nd potctoes every
day, with fish three or four times z week, and all the small-

(2)

reer that wzs called for till the cloth was removed",

1. Grahem, Social Life of Scotland in theX ighteenth Century,
vol,ii, pp.190-191,
2. Cerlyle Autobiography, p.71.
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Students who could pay it could find board for the sescion

(1)
for £10,

Witherspoon was well advanced in his proficiency in
lenguages when he entered the univereity, He is reported
as seying afterward thst he understood Latin and Creek and
“rench at this time as well as he ever dgg? It was common
for the boys coming up to the university from school to know
Latin, It was left to the schools to trzin their pupils in
that learned tongue «nd grammar. Long after the University
of Ldinburgh estabtlished a profescsorship in Latin, it was
usual for students to prosecute their courses znd take their
degrees without entering a Latin clag2? The text books were
in Lzting the philosophical lsctures were based on claéﬁc
and médieval writers; and the lectures were delivered in

Latin. Withers.oon's facility with Latin was the key to

much of the benefit he derived from his professors and studies,

X

The knowledge of Greek helped Witherspoon to progress
more repidly than if he had had to learn Greek at the wni-
:versity. ZThe time he would have devoted to Greek was free
for other studies, and tie classic Greek writings that he studied
were readily open to him through his knowledge of the language,
1. Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the Zighteenth Century,
vol, ii, p.191.
2, Collins, President Witherspoon, vol,i, p.l2,

3. Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the Zighteenth Century,
vol, i, p.16,
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His proficimcy in French was more unusual. Because
his father was interested in French literature he had seen
to it that the boy hed a good knowledge of the languagé})
Carlyle, who had been as well educated as 7itherspoon in
other respects, lacked French, ©Skill with the use of the
French language was so uncommon and the demand for instruc-
:tion in it general enough that the university gave leave to one,
Kerr, to teach French in a college room and to charge his
pupils one guinea for the whole sescion's instructioi?)

For all who came up to the university with Latin and
Greek, as did Witherspcon, only two classes, logie with meta-
physics cnd natural philosophy, were imperative for entering
any learned prcfession or for taking a degree, Up to 173%
the teaching of logic was of the medieval type -- scholastic-
!ism which made Aristotle and peripatetic philosophy the sole
study. With the instruction of natural philosophy was joined
pneumatics, a study of such questions as the being and per-
tfections of God, the natur?4§f angels, the soul of man, and

the duties of natural religion, Of more importance than the

subjects studied were the men who taught them,

ot/

Collins, President Witherspoon, vol.i, p.16,

Carlyle, Autobiography, p.49.

Bower, History of Edinburgh University, vol,ii, p.71

Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the Eighteenth Century,
vol,ii, p.197.
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Of the faculty of the University of Edinburgh at this
time able men like Drummond in Greek and Sir Robert Stewart
in natural philosophy were past their prime, The tutor liv-
!ing in itherspoon's house took over for a term the Greek
classes of the senescent Drummoéé? Stewcert's teaching had
so paled that young Profescor L'Lzurin was brought to Edin-
sburgh in 1725 to supplement the old man's lectures with a
course of experiments in mechanics. A contemporary of ¥ither-
ispoon'tells that in 1738 Li'Lzurin was continuing to augment
Stewart's course with the experiments and with many excellent
lectures in natursl philosophy, which fully compensated the
defects of the other classfg)

".'Laurin was at this time a favourite professor, and
no wonder, as he was the clearest and most agreeable lecturer
on that abstract science [natural philasophy] that ever 1
heard"., This is the opinion of one of his students, who says
further, "He made mathematics & fashionable study, which was
felt afterwards in the war that followed in 1743, when nine-
tenths of theengineers of the army were Scottisli officers,

(3)

The Academy at 7oolwich was not then established",

There is a reflection of his teaching in Witherspoon's

observation /

1, Carlyle, Autobiography, p.37.
2, Carlyle, Autobiography, p.57.
3. Carlyle Autobiography, p.37
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observation in his farewell address when he says, "In teaching
every science there is a certain order that must be obs§rved,
otherwise the labour will be in a great measure lost"fl But
litherspoon studied science as he did everr’thing else, not

as an end in itself but as it might be wvaluable for the pur-

iposes of religion, In his Breatise on Regeneration he points

out: "ZIven amongst those who ar: instructed in several
branches of human science, it is astonishing to think what )
ignorance there is of everything that relates to religionfg
Witherspoon reflects little of the influence of this man who
was a friend and trusted disciple of Iszac Newton, aznd a
vrofessor of wide renown, Interested though Witherspoon

may have been, his ideal for the ministry had in it no element
of this "new" scientific truth, although i:®*Laurin was its most
enthusiastic apsstle; tnrough his efforts an astronomical
observatory was built in Edinburgh; he delivered a course of
popular scientific lectures which was amusing and instructive
to "a promiscuous audience of both sexes", "His style of
lzcturing is represented to have been uncormonly interestinééz
which was in shining contrast to the system that prevailed
among most professors of dictating their lectures to their
classes /

1, Witherspoon, Works, vol,iii, pp.265-269,

2. Witherspoon, ‘‘orks, vol.,i, p. 241,
3, Bower, History of University of Ldinburgh, vol,ii,pp.247-281.
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classes, in Latin,

The professor who most interested and most influenced
young Jitherspoon was i.r,John Stevencon, who was elected pro-
ifessor of logic and metaphysics in 1730, As lL.'L:iurin had
brocught zbout in the tezching of science the transition from
instruction based on the schovl-men and Descartes to training
based on I:caac Newton, so Stevsnson re-oried&ted the teaching
of his subjects. He supplanted the school logic with studies
in Locke's writings; in addition to tiie study of the Greek
and Homan clascics he added incstruction that would lead to
‘the zyupreciation 0of current Znglish writings, The best
Bnglish authors were little known in Scotland. Iiien who in
life spoke the broadesst vernacular could not easily read or
write in Znglish, which to trem was & foreign tongue in which
they might make more blunders then in school-lezrned Latin,
Stevenson was among the first to point out the works that
ought to be read and studied, in order to imyrove the taste;
cr to specify suthors whose writings were considered as
mnodels after which a young writer shoula copy.(l)

In his careful and zppreciative cstudy of literzture
Stevenson was like Witherspoon's father, The professor

continuad and confirmed John Withersjoon's study =nd tzste

1, Bower, listory of University of Edinburgh, volii. p.269l281
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taste in literature znd widened his scope to include con-
ttemporary works, Stevenson's classes studie%ithf writings
of Dryden, Addison's papers in the Spectatori}ybpe; the
class then studied the critical theories of these snd other
men, such as the Frenchmen, Bossu znd Decier, For comparicson
and contrast the profescor drew illustrations from the rhet-
torical and criticel works of Cicero, Juintillisn, and Horacej;
as fast as the menbers of the class mastered Greek they were
put to reading llomer., He chose Homer that they might improve
their Greek and that they might have Homer as a background for

the study of Virgil and llilton., They next translated, in the

professor's hearing, Aristotle's Poetics, Longinus' Zssay on

th= Sublime, and Heineccius' Logic. The part of the course
on Ontoloiry was made as vtrief as possible in favour of time
spent on the history of philosophy, ending with a study of an

(1)
abridgment of Locke's Sgsay on Human Understanding.

Carlyle says of himself and his fellow-students, "All
of us received the szme impression - viz,.,, that sur minds
were more enlarged, znd that we rece%vid greater benefit
from that class than from any other".2

‘Witherspoon enjoyed this instriction witli many other
students /

1, Bower, History of the University of =dinburgh, vol,ii,
pp.269-281, Wellwood's Life of “rskine, pp,19-20,
2, Casrlyle, Autobiography, p.48.
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students who were to distinguish themselves as clergymen
of letters., "Years a«fter, when a striking similarity was
noticed between Dr, Jitherspoon's lectures on composition
and taste and tlugh Blair's lectures on rhetoric and belles
lettres" WWitherspoon "declared to Ashbel Green that he had
never exchanged a word with his college-mate, the future
“professor of rhetoric and graceful preacher, “and Dr,Green
suggests -- that the similarity of their views wsas due to
their cormon education under Professor Stevensgiz. As for
fitherspoon's own manner of writing, we shall see later how his

immaculate style makes even tne most minute theological

analysis easy to follow,

Professor Stevenson developed in Withsrspoon, beside a
clear style of composition, a wide acquaintance with liter-
tature and & ready illustrative use of it, Of eighteen
literary allusions taken at random from Witherspoonsworks
seven are from Snglisia writings, five from the French, four
from tne classics, and onecach from John Lnox and Robertson's

History of Charles V. But his use of literature is for the

purposes of religion, For example, he ci%e? the life of Cato
s 2
to show the silent influence of a good man, "One of

the ancient authors gives it as a rule for moral conduct,

'that/

1., Collins, President Witherspoon, vol,i, p.l4,
2. Witherspoon, Works, vol,iii, p,.211,



44,
'that men should always imagine themselves in the presence
of such a man as Cato, renowned for gravity and virtue'".
~ut Witherspoon quickly qualifies his implied comnendatiohn
of a heathen's virtue:"But if the fancied presence of a mortal
in whom some faint rays, if I may speak so, of the divine
image appear by reflection, has so much influenceg how much
greater would be the effect of a firm persuasion of the real

presence of a holy God, 'who is of purer eyes than to behold

iniquity'",

~uring the old system of university instruction one
profes=zor, or regent, was responsible for seeing his pupils
through the entire three or four years of their course, He
was anxious to see that as many students as possible took
their degree, for each graduate paid him a guinea fee, When
regenting was abolished and each professor nc longer carried
on his flock of pupils year by year to the end, he no longer
had any professional or pecuniary interest in laureation,.
The number of graduates sank to a negligible few, The cata-
:1logue of Edinburgh University graduates shows that in 1705
there were 104 graduates; regenting was abolished in 1308,
znd by 1745 the nuuber of graduates had sunk to threef1
The usual lizster's degree came to be awarded only as the

result /

1. Graham, Social Life of Scotland in the Zight-enth Century,
vol, ii., p.196, footnote 3,
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result of the student's initiative in seeking it, Such
was the case with Witherspoon and four of his fellows, one

of whom was Hugh Blair,

These young men represented to Principal Wishart and

some of the profescors that they desired to be graduated and
to that end proposed to print theses and defend them publicly.
The authorities, ready té redeem graduation from its obscur-
:ity, agreed to the proposal; the authorities further "improved
the occasion" to encourage other students to seek graduation
by agreeing to remit to such students certain university fees,
As students under Frofecsor Stevenson, 7Titherspoon and the
sthers had been required to compose discourses upon assigned
subjects, and to impugn and defend philocophic theses in the
presence of cacch other and whoever else chose to atteﬁé? S0

they were well trained for their trial for graduation,

On Fetruary 23, 1739, in the university common hall be-
:fore a large sudience, each of the five theses, in Latin,
was defended ty its author and impugned by the four other can-
sdidates, ‘itherspoon's dissertation of twelve quarto pages

hed for its subject, De licntis Immortaliteste, and was de-

sdicated to the llarquis of Tweeddale, the patron of his

father's /

1. Bower, History of the University of Idinburgh, wvol ii,
p.280,



46,
father's parish., The maturity of the production was remark-
:able for a boy just turned sixteen., Th= trials were approved,
On February 26, 1739, three years to a day from his matricu-
tlation, he was laurested .aster of Artsfl)

The following autumn Witherspoon entered tlic courseé pre-
tccribed for students of divinity. The study of divinity
was ill-regulated, The term of & ctudent's attendance at
divinity classes wes not accurately determined by law. The
profescor of theology, by his certificate of a student's pro-
sficiency, could ensure the student's scceptance for trials
in most presbyteries. Regulations repecting these points

(2
were not made until 1782, The professor under whom Wither-

(3)
:cpoon studied was Dr, John Goldie, The prelections of this

man must have been desultory. ©Of John “rskine, who studied

theology about %h%s time his biographer merely says that he
4
studied theology: the education of snother contemporary

student of theologyz ¥illiam Robertson, seems to have been
directed by his father. Carlyle recalls his theological stud-
ti=s in Ddinburgh as followss "I -- passed some part of the

winter in ~dinburgh, attending the divinity class,which had no

attrzctions,/

1. Collins, President Witherspoon, Vvol,i, PP.17-18.

o, Bower, History of the University of &dinburgh,vol.iii.p.30,
. Bower, Eistory of the University of Edinburgh,vol.ii. p.283.

4, Wellwood, Life of =~rskine, p.31.

5., Bower, History of the University of Edinburgh,vol,iii.p.31,.
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attractions, as the Profess:cr, {br.Goldie} though said to be
learned, was dull and tedious in his lectures, insomuch that
at the end of seven yecars he had'only lectured half through

ictet's Compend of Theology". "There was one advantage

attending the lectures of a dull profeséor -- viz,, that he
could form no school, and the stidents were left entirely to
themselves, - nd naturally formed opinions far more liberal
than they got from the professéig. The divinity course gave
“/itherspoon time for deepening and developing his mature
tiieologys 1like Carlyle he formed opinions of his own, but
those of
they were scarcely less l.beral than/the profescor, ILany of
the theological students, Carlyle, John liome, Hugh Blair, and
Willizm Robertson and others, were learning theology from one
another and laying the foundations of life-long friendships,
But Witherspoon d4id not find their company cbngenial -~- nor
they his, The only lasting friendship Witherspoon made in
this period was a romantic attachment to a pious and intel--
:lectual girl, iliss Anna Hogg. ‘itherspoon may have proposed
marriage to her; 1if ne did she refused him end remsined
single all her life, Yet she continued his friend and wrote
to him regularly until his death, She it was .ho kept

him in touch with Scotland, his fsnily, friends, and the

state /

1, Cerlyle, Autobiograpuy, p.63.
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(1)

state of religion, after he left his native land for America.

Dr. Patrick Cumming lectured to the theology students(i?
2

Church History, from furretine's_ggmpendium of Church History.

——

Carlyle gives us onc more picture of John Witherspson,
as he avpeared in 1742, toward the end of his theological
studies and just prior to his standing his trizls before the
Presbytery of Haldington for licensure by that rever%ﬁ body.
During the summer months there were in fust Lothian "no less
than a dozen young scholars, preachers and students of divin-
tity" who generally met with the presbytery. "For two or three
times we dined with the presbytery by invitation; but finding
tl.at we were not very welcome guests, and that whatever number
there were in company they never allowed them more than two
bottles of small Liston wine, we bespoke dinner for ourselves
in another tavern; by this time even the second tzvern in
Haddington -- had knives and forks for their table, -- When
I attended in 1742 and 1743, they had still but one glass on
the table, which went round with the bottle., Very early in
the afternoon, iir, Stedman, a minister of the town, and one or

two more of the clergymen, used to resurt to our company, and

kfeg/

1, Collins, President Witherspoon, volfi, P.20
2., Bower, Hotory of the University of =dinburgh, vol,ii,p.319.
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keep up an enlightened conversatiocn until bedtime, The
ciief subjects were the deistical controversy and moral
philoscphy, &s connected with theology. John /itherspoon

was of this party, who was after.erds a memkber of the Ameri-
tcan Congress, and Adam Dickson, who sfterwards wrote so well
on husbandry,. hey were both clergymen': sons, but of very
different characters; the one open, frank, and generous,
pretending only to what he was, and supporting his title with
spirit; the other close, and suspicious, and jealous, and
alwzys aspiring at a superiority that he was not able to
maintain"fl)

As before, so with this acccunt by Carlyle, the picture
must be looked at as the distorted remembrance of an old man
wr.ose perspective was warped., The true picture can only be
brought into focus by recognising that Carlyle caricatured
Witherspoon, Withersy oon was a success in the discussions
of his peers, but his disagreement with them they took per-
tsonally; at leczst, Ccrlyle could not brook it, Too,

Witherspoon was abstemious in his conviviality,

Witherspoon had little patience with their liberal views
and with clergymen who had hobbies that interfered with

their /

1, Cerlyle, Autobiography, pp.71-73.
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their pastoral work. He must have had Adsm —ickson in mind

when he wrote in hi: sztire, The History of a Corvorestion of

Servents, about the clergyman who had tzken agriculture under
his petronage. In recpect of tlic clerical zgriculturalist
"/itherspoon had the latct laugh for he not only had no improve-
iment in hie crops for all 1is theories but he actually lost

(1)

money,

Of ‘itherspoon's prresonzlity at this period Dr, Carlyle's
autobiography is zgain our only first-hand report. The de-
ifects thet Csrlyle describes as characteristic of Vither-
!spoon on his entering the University in 1736 persisted as he
grew up, especially his "flat voice and awkward niznner”; but
his good qualities zlco develojed, his scholarsiip, shrewd-
ines: and good sense, The rest of the quslities attributed to
With:=rspoon by his antitheticully different cuiipanion -- the
envy znd jealousy that Carlyle scys were tiie motives that made

7itherspoon decide to go to america -- can be largcly dis-

tcounted,

After four years at the Yniversity studying theology,
Witherspoon applied to the Presbytery of Hzddington to be
allowed to stand trizle for licensure to presch, It was
merely a matter of form for the presbytery to edmit t, trials
s man who had s.ent the customary years in study, He wes
assigned his parts of trial®: a seraon, & lecture, a populer

%9ress, an exegesis of =  assage of scripture, ex ositions
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of portions of the Hebrew and Greek scriptures, On
September 6, 1743, "the Presbytery took a review of all

his tryalls and declared their satisfaction with them; =nd
he having answered the questions and subscribed the Formula
accofding to the Appointment of the Act of Agcsembly was
licens?d)to preach the gospel zs a probationer within their
bounds"} In the manuscript roll of the Prestytery of
Haddington for the ssme day is his well-formed, mature

(2)

signature, "Jno, Witherspoon",

1. Ms, Records Presbytery of HadZington, (1743) p.214.
2. Ms, Roll of the Presbytery of Haddington, Septenter 6,1743,
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CHAITER III.

WITHERSPOON AT BEITH,

Witherspoon as a probationer spent nearly a year at his
fzther's manse before he was called to a parish, He must
have known in the late summer of 1744 that his name was be-
:ing considered for the parish of Beith, in Ayrshire. In
August 1744 he asked the Prestytery of Haddington for an ex-
stract of his license; the presbytery ordered it to be given
to himfl) If “itherspoon had been sure of his call, it is
likely the presbytery fecord would have includecd the name of
the presbytery «nd parish to which he wes hoping to be ad-
smitted. But Witherspoon was not sure of the call, He was
only one of four on a leel presented to the parish in the name
of the patron, the Barl of Eglintons2)

Although the presentation was mzde in the name of the
Eerl, the conditions are probably those of his mother, the
Countess. The Earl was necrly the same age as Witherspoon,
Ze had succeeded to the title in 1729 st the age of six.3)

The four candidetes were commended to the congregation that

the /

¥s. Records of the Presbytery of Haddington,August 7, 1744,
Collins, President Witherspoon, vol.i, p.20.
Fraser, Memorials of the llontgomeries, vol,i, p.l1l4.
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the parish might have a choice. The men were asked to preach
in turn; the merit of the preacher was to be considered the
best argument in -~hisr favour, The time between ¥fitherspoon's
lifting his certificate of licensure from the Presbytery of
Haddington and his czll to Beith must have been spent in ful-
‘filment of the terms of the presentation, “hen the Pres-
tbytery of Irvine, in which was Beith psrish, met at Beith on
tie 24th of Jenuary 1745 to decide between the men on the leet,
they found that only two had survived the presching tests;

one was & uir, George iiuirhead znd the other was Ilr, John
Witherspoon, Witherspoon was decidedly the choice of the
congregationfl)

The presbytery asked the heritors, elders, aznd heads of
fomilies to sign &n espplication to the presbytery to moderate
& call at large. This wus done., Then the prestytery asked
for votes on tie two men in order to know whichn srould receive
the call; 49 heritors snd elders voted for lluirhead, but 106
voted for Witherspoon, Of the heads of families, 119 voted
for 7itherspoon while only five stood for Iluirhead, The
record says, "A plsin majority being found of legal voters as
to numbers upon kr, Witherspocn's eside, his name was filled
up in a call", The prEEytery's phrase, "as to numbers" is
significant, /

1. Ms,Record of the Presbytery of Irvine (1743-1759)
pp . 101-1040
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significant., A majority of the legal voters of high distinc-
ition were not for Jitherspoon, The Duke of Hamilton &nd
other heritors voted for Muirhead. <~itherspoon's future father-
in-law, Robert i-ontgomerie, who wes z heritor, neither wes
present at the voting nor sent a letter signifying his vote.
But, s the numters show, by far the greztest number of re-
tsident heritors who were interested enough to take part in
the choice of the new mirister, cast their votes for Wither-
¢tsooon, And as to his populsrity with the rest of the con-
sgregation, their accepténce 5f him was so unanimous that the
presbytery clerk recorded that the "body of Christian people”
were all for hiél)

Those who still favoured lluirihead attempted to delay
‘Yitherspoon's call ty asking the presbytery to make out a
rival call in liuirhead's neme, But the rival cell fell to
the ground, Accordingly, the presbytery presented the call
to 'itherspoon signed by "Heritors and Elders to ye number
of One Hundred and Six" and "elso a paper of Concent signed
by a vast number of Eezds of Femilies", This wes on the
29th of Januery 174é?) The next few months were taken up
with Witherspoon's triale before the Presvytery of Irvine

toward his ordination &nd szdmission to Beith Parish,

The/

1. Ms.Records of the Presbytery of Irvine (1743- 1759) pp.101-104.
o. Mg, Records of the Presbytery of Irvine, January 29, 1745,
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The trials were practically a repetition of those he )
underwent for licensure before the Presbytery of Haddingiin.
During the months while he was demcnstrating to the satis-
:faction of the presbytery his proficiency in preaching, ex-
tegesis, Hebrew znd Greek, church history, and in explaining
the English Bible, he was also supplying the Teith pulpit.
Among his lzst trials he wes called on to defend his univer-
:sity grzduation thesis, and certain of the presbytery were
appointed to impugn it. He circulated copies that they might
be prepared; he scarcely needed preparztion, for he had suc-
:cessfully deiended it =t his graduation, In &ll his trizls
he was approizg. The presbytery appcinted the day for his
ordination. At their meeting that day,1llth April, 1745, in
Beith church they waited a considerable time as Wes the custom
to see if any would object to the doctrine, life, &nd conver-
ssation of Witherspoon. No objection being rezised, they pro-
tceeded to the simple, impressive ordination service, Vither-
:gpoon answered the questions put to him, received the laying
on of the hands of the presbytery, was given the right hand

of fellowship, &nd was received by the heritors and elders as

their minister. The new minister had just turned 22,

In /

1, Above, p.50.
2. Appendix 4,
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In the County of Ayr and the district of Cunningham,
lies the parish of Beith, centering arsund the town of Beith,
The parish is about 16 square miles in srea, and was formed
from tire two pre-Reformation parishes of the Barony of Beith
and the Lordship of Giffen, The newly ordzined minister be-
igan his preaching and administrztion of the sacraments in a
church which was built scon after the Reformation. In the
wall of the building was a stone bearing the date, 15933 in the
Giffen loft wes a coat of arms tearing the date, 1596, The
stipend was 79 volls of m?i%, £17:12:6¢ in money, and a glebe

of 31 acres end three roods, The manse We? ? hand some resid-
2
tence, a former mansion of the Earl of Lglinton, The chief

occupation of thre people of the parish was sgriculture; the
wual social gradustions resulted, from common labourer to

lended gentlemen, In %6§8 the village of Beith contained
3

only five dwelling housec, the church and the manse, But
village life began to flourish with the beginnings of indus-

:trial life. 'In 1752 the population of Be%t? had risen to
4

7003 in the surrounding perish lived 1364 more., Witherspoon

wzs the shepherd of more than 2000 souls,

Though Witherspoon was youthful «nd ummarried, he was

not callow. He wzs now, as when he was ot the university,
mature /

1. Ststistical Account of Scotlend, vol,vii,p.316
2. The Book of Beith, p.36: Paterson, History of the County of
Ayr, vol.,i, p.262,
3, Statistical Account of Scotland, vol,viii, p.316,
See appendix 5,
4. Robertson, Uescription of -yrshire, ete, p,270,
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mature beyond his years, “hat he had learned as a child in
Yester Mense stood him in good stand; the months when he
lived there prior to hic call to Beith must have been months
of activity «nd observation. There was talk that he might
be hig father's colleague and successor. It must hzve been
little more then talk for there is no recsrd that he was
offered such a charge, His father's session records show that
he preached often at a later(égte, but no mention is made
of his preeching at Gifford before hic ordination, He wzs
wise in the ways of the world, judging from the fact that
he referred a particularly delicate case of discipline to a
grave, married eldéi?

Within lesc than four months after his adnission into
this historic parish the young minister was drawn into the
eddies of hiestory in the mzking. Prince Charles Edwerd land-
ted at lipidart in the VWest Highlands late in July, By mid-
August he had gathered enough backing to set up his stand-
tard st Glenfinnan at the head of 1600 men, Sir John
Cope, the King's generel, inexplicably marched to Inverness
znd the Zoung Pretender led his army to £dinburgh, un-
topposed, He was welcomed by the ca_ital, His presence
in the country, his victory at Frestonpans and his march

1, Ms, Records of Yester Kirk-Sescion, 1746-1759,
2. Ms. Records Beith Kirk-Ses:ion, June 1746,
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(1)

march to Derby kept the excited people &vid for news,
Six months after the coming of the Pretender, the Re-

sbellion touched Beith,

The Pretender came north precipitetely after New Year
1746, His defeatat Derby had confirmed the latent
anoverian loyslty of the Clyde valley into open resist-
tance against him. The men of the West were willing to
fight in defence of the new prosperity they were enjoying
under the new royal house, The men of Beith had seen the
rising local industries bring higher etandards of living to
tremselves and their familgis. The Prestytery of Irvine
passed a resolution of loyalty to King George in which they
urged eactr minister to rouse his parish to raise vo>lunteers
for the army of the Duke of Cumberlaég? Witherspoon was not
present the day this recolution wae passed, DBut he took a
decided part in support of the government, and "though hard-
:1y yet known to his parishoners in Beith, he aninmsted them
so effectually to enrol themselves as volunteers in the cause
»f EKing George, that he prevailed on a econsiderzble number
of them to march, along with himself, to Glzsgow to Jjoin
the /

1, Gardiner, A Student's History of England, vol.iii.pp.

739-740.

2. Robertson, Description of Ayrshire, etec.pp. 270-271.
3. lis. Records Presbytery of Irvine, January 7, 1746.
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the royal forces, But here they were informed that their
services were not required, and were ordered home."(l)
Vitherspoon did not return home. Ile went with numbers of
others toward Falkirk in the hope of seeing a battle, The
battle was joined at Falkirk, Jznuary 17th, 1746, but the
sightseers got more than they expected; they were taken
prisoner zlong with the fleeing soldiers of the King. The
prisoners were carried with the army for several days and

finally lodged in Doune Castle, which was in & ruinous con-

tdition,

7itherspoon was only one of scores of prisoners, There
were over a hundred scldiers of the King, and about fifty
volunteers, besides sightseers like "itherspoon, Witherspoon,
two Aberdonians zccused of being spies and in danger of the
gzllows, and five Volunteers from Zdinburgh were lodged to-
sgether, One of the Ldinburgh Volunteers w:s Lieutenant
Joun Home, whom Witherspoon had known &t the university,
and who was later to write the tragedy, Douglas. He has jeft
s description of the experience. In the highest part of
the castle, next to the Lettlements, wes "a large ghastly room",
Opening off one end of this room were two small vaults or
cells; in one of these Witherspoon and his seven fellows
were/

1, Robertson, Description of Ayrshire, ete. p.273, footnote
see Appendix 6,
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were lodged. They had straw to lie on and blankets which
they had purchased from some people in the village of Doune.
The Volunteers thought of nothing tut how they might escape.
Lscape by force was impracticable, so they decided to get
awzy by stezlth, They decided to make a Tope of their
blankets znd let themselves down from the battlements on the
west side where there was no sentinel, ‘he two Aberdonians
agreed to join in the plan, but Witherspoon ssid that he would
go to the battlements and see what happened, that if they
csucceeded, he would prouably follow their example, With
ordinary preceutions of secrecy, the rope was finished and
th?1§lan carried through without detection, Un a moonlight
night, the eight crept to the kattlements, secured the im-
:provised rope, and descended one by one -- all but Wither-
tcpoon, Tive escaped without injury; a sixth was slightly
crippled; but a seventh was mortally hurt by felliné?)
'Titherspoon wes relessed soon afterward, He wzss not present
st the meeting of the Presbytery of Irvine on February 11£%Z
but his zbsence from tnat meeting was excused at the meeting
on larch ll£%z at which uc was present, ~is absence was
excused without comment, The presbytery added him to a
comnittee /
1. Sdinburgh Almeanack, 1746,

5. Home, History of the Rebellion, 1745, pp.1l1-139,
3, ¥s. Records Presbytery of Irvine,
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committee that had been appointed to wait on the Duke ?f)
1l
Cumberland with resolutions of the presbytery's loyalty.

1 . 0 » - .
This was a tzcit comment on Witherspoon's experience of im-

tprisonment,

Vitherspoon evidently did not care to talk about this
expericnce. He left no account of it. He told his close
friend, Dr.Ashbel Grecn, years later that he had had a
shock to his nerves soon after his ordination, but Dr, Green
did not know of the Cactle Doune experience until he read
arout it in t.e Christian Ingstructor, in whick an account of

(2)

it appeared in October 1829,

For three years after Lis imprisonment Vitherspoon
suffered acutely from irrational fezrs, lack of self-control
and other effects of nervous unbalence., Iis attendance at
prestytery mectings was irregular during 1746, Barly in
1747 ne fziled to have ready a sermon which he wes zooointed
t;?inesbytery to preégi. Later the record of the prestytery

tells of the postponement of a case because lir, Witherspoon

(4)
hed forgotten to cite the accused persons, Sometimes in
divine service he would be seized wit%s? presentiment that
he would not live to finish the service. To the end of his

days/

1., Ms.Records Presbytery of Irvine, iarch 11, 1746,
2. Collins, President Witherspoon, vol.,i, p.24,

3. lis,Records Presbytery of Irvine, April 28, 1747,
4. s.Records Presbytery of ‘rvine, February 9,1748,
5. Collins, President Witherspoon, vol.i, p.24,
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days he had & nervous affection which goner:1lly overcame him
when he =llowed himself to feel too keenly on any subject.
Ee was obliged from his earliest participation in public
life strictly t: restrain his emotions. This put him under
the necessity of substituting gserioucsnecss of manner in puktlic
speaking for the warmth and fire of which he was naturally
capabgi. ‘phis necessary self-discipline in speaking extended
to his writing and to tae performance of his clerical duties.
The nervous affection might have been his undoing; it cer-
stainly was a thorn in his flesh; but he so wrestled with it

that he devcloped valuable self-discipline as cne of the ele-

tmente of ris character,

The demsnding routine of a quiet, semi-rural parish help-
:ed to restore Witherspoon's emotional Lzlance, His father's
councel and encouragement caused him to persevere in his chos-
ten c511§§é, e concentrated on his parish., He was evolving
in practice first, anc then in theory, the chcracter of a
good minister, Ie studied hard; the niumbter of candles he
burned znd the number -f books e bought surprised the local
folk, They often com:ented that ?gﬁy saw the light burning

J

late in the mense, high on the hill. The session records

are /

1. Jitherspoon, “orks, vol.i, pXxxi,
2. Collins, President Witherspoon, vol,i, p.24.
3, Tradition supplied by lir, W;odburn,l.iinister of Beith (1935)
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eére incomplete, but those that remain show that he con-
iscientiously exercised discipline, IHigs discipline was
thorough, quickly settled, systematized, and usually settled
without recourse to the presbytery. Couples contracting )
irregular marriages were exhorted and fined five shillinéi
drunkenness brought a rebuke from the sessionrand an intima-
3tion of the rebuke from the pupit -n = Sabbéi%, immorclity
wae usuclly censured by several public admonitions of the
penitent, But one refractory man and woman were ordered to
appear before the congregation the next Lord's day, that they
might have one more opportunity of repenting for their im-
spurity; but they were "to appear no more till they drsire
it, to the end that the church privileges might not seem to
be thrown away on those who by their unchristian behaviour
evi@enced they had no value for c¢r sense of their need of
theé". Discipline was impartially acuinicstered, Kembers
of the sescion who had been present at an irregular wedding
were rebul(cig. A local laird accused by a young woman of being the
fath?;)of her child was brought to trial as quickly as any

swain, Witherspoon was careful for the business interests

of /

Ms.Records of Beith Kirk-Sesrion,1747-1750;1752-1753;1756-1757,
¥s.,Records of Beith Kirk-Sescidn, May 6, 1748,

Ms,Records of Beith, Kirk<Session, lay 6, 1750,

s, Records of Beith, Kirk-Session, January 22, 1752,

I"sRecords of Beith Kirk-Sescion, April 5, 1756,

P o
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of the parish, There are several insta?c§s of his penalising
1
men for encroaching on the "poor lands",

Qut of this period grew his opinions with regard to the
conduct and belief worthy of a clergyman, He was primariiy
alive to the positive qualities and practices that made up
the acceptable ministry, Admonishing a young man at whose
ordination he was preaching the sermon, he gave him in the
charge "a few advices as to the discharge of your important
trust®,

1, "Personal religion is the foundation of all relative
duties",

2., "See that you preach the pure and uncorrupted doctrine
of Christ",

3. "Preach plainly, or in a way that may Tte level to the
capacities of the hearers, both as to sentiment
and expression",

4, "Preach experimentally and practically",

5. "Vou nust be diligent among your people 'from house to
house!'. You must not neglect family inctruction,
and personal admonition snd reproof".

6. "The exercise of discipline is another part of your duty
which must not be omitted”,

7. "Beware of the sin of man-pleasing",

8. "Be much in earnest prayer to God™, (2)

John Witherspoon's extra-parochial work is described
later; suffice it to say here that he took an active interest
in all the church courts, He wze first z=lected Zis.erator
of the Presbytery of Irvine within two months after his

(3
ordination; /
Kirk-session
Me,Record of Beith/®mw#%, Decenber 29, 1752,

Withersgoon, Works, vol,v, pp.42-51,
Z’s,Records of the Presbytery of Irvine, Junefl, 1745,
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ordination; he was subsequently moderztor sevcral tiTe§.
1

e appcared at meetings of the Synod of Glasgow and ~yr,

He was four times a commiscioner fronm ?i§ presbytery to the
2

General Assembly; 1747, 1751,1756, 1757. He published

his satire against the lLioderate party, the XEcclesiastical

Characteristics, in 17533 in 1756 he published a treatise
on the doctrine of justification; and in the following year

he wrote a pamphlet against the theatre,

In the midst of his occupstion with hi: parish work,
his participation in the church courts, and occasional indul-
tgence in recreation, Witherspoon found time to become en-
tgaged to marry llisc Zlizateth I ontgomerie, dazughter of Robert
ilontgomerie, of Craighouse, near Beith, At the time of
their marriage on September 2, 1748, the bride was twenty-
seven, two yecrs older than the bridegrogé? To this marriage
were born ten children, within fifteen years. Only five
of the children survived to go with Dr, and lirs.7itherspoon
in 1768 to make their new home in America, Two are buried
in Beith churchyardf4)

The essay on an aspect of the doctrine of justification,
which /
Jitherspoon, Works, vol, viii,p, 246,
Ms,Records of the Presbytery of Irvine,
i.e ,Records of Beith Parish, H.i.,Register Iousg¢Edinburgh,

lis,Records of Beith and Paisley Purishes, H.l..Register
House, Edinburgh,

BN
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which he published in 1756, Witherspoon describes as the
substance of two sermons put together in the form of an
ess;;? He was evidently giving his hearers serrcons flavour-
ted with current theological interest; the essay was pub-
:lished to refute certain Wesleyzn doctrines,

In 1754 the church building had to> be enlarged to
wovide room for two hundred more sittinéi? A new wing
was added; with this addition, the building had four wings
and the ground plen was that of an equilateral cross, In
each of the four wings was a gallery, Three of the
"lafts" belonged to local lairds; the fourth gallery,
that in the new wing, belonged to tue town, The niches
in ths walls Whére the sezts rected are still t. be seen,
Each galiery was entered by an outside stair, The church
was Without architectural pretensions, and appears to have
veen as plain inside as out, The floor is said to have
been of bare earth, "hether there were pews or not is un-
scertain, When a new church was built in 1810, the older
portion of the "auld Kirk" was razed, leaving only the wing
which was built during Witherspoon's minisﬁ%y. The cost of
the enlargement of the ciurch was borne by the kirk sescion,

with the advice and consent of the heritors, The sescion

paid for the work out of the funds for the poor and reimbursed

the/

1, Witherspoon, 7Torks, vol.i, p.39.

2, Statistical Account of Scotland, vol.iii, p.316,

Personal observations, February, 1935.

Book of Beith, p.35; Paterson, HIistory of the County of
Ayr, vol,i, p.262,
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the poor funds with the money collected for sittings in

(1)
the new wing, The Presbytery of %rvine "cheerfully con-
2
tcurred in rebuilding Beith Church".
(3)

One of “itherspoon's biogracphers relates that the Beith
minister took an active interest in the improvement of the
local roads, for & short time he was one of the overscers
of the roads in the parish., In 1754 the county commiscioners
proposed repeiring the roads according to the provisiongs of
the 0ld law requiring the labour of the men whose land ad-
$joined the roads, This made necessary a list of every man
who farmed in the parish, together with the number of labour-
sers he employed and the number of horses he owned, The
commission announcead that the most public roads would be re-
tpaired first, But ‘/itherspoon and others found objections
to the plan., It was easy to list the farmers, but dif:icult
to list the number of their lzbourers or their horses, as the
number of both varied with the seazson, Further differences
'arose as to which roads should be repaired first -- the loczal
roads by which the farmer went to his neighbours”, the marlet
and church, or the roads leading across the county, The
gentry were criticised for their lack of inter-st in the pro-
tject, Th:se objections .Jitherspoon put into a p.per in
Which/

1. Steatistical Account of ocotlana, vol,viii, pPp.314-328,
Book of Beith, p.35.

2. :s.,Records, Presbytery of Irvine, April 8, 1754,
3. Woods, John Witherspoon, pp.27-30.
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which he championed the popular rights. But he did it in
such a way as to win the respect of the lsnded class, Ie
found no fault with the existing social order, He sought
justice for all alike, not the preferment of any one class,

nor demagogic distinction for himself,

Though this episode cannot be authenticated, it is
typical of itherspoon, He often took up cudgels on behalf
of his parishoners, both in Beith and, later, in Pszicley,

The "decp and evil ways" LlLeading to the "Kirk of Bzythe" are
mentioned in an act of the Scots Parliiament of Charles I in
1633 as sufiicient obstacles to keep the r%ople from attend-
:ing church services, It is nstural that the perish minister
should take an interest in their improveéégt. The records in
possession of the Ayrshire County Council go back as far as
1767; in that yecr begin the minutes of the County Road Trus-
ttees, The County Surveyor of ~yrshire thinks that the office q}
road trustee came into existence only in 1767, which is later
than /itherspoon's incumbency at Beith, During Witherspoun's
time at Beith the roads were under the Justices of the Peace
or zny other men of inteliigence or position in the parishes

who were willing to take an interest in their improvement.

The roads were maintained under statute labour and the levying

of /

1. UIs.Zetter from James Anderson, Isq,, District Of “icer,
Beith, February 5, 1935,
Robertson, Description of ayrshire,etc. P.272.
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’ (1)

of tolls; there were no roau taxes,

John /itherspoon at thirty-three was the minister of a
flourishing church and a devoted parish, KKe had @ reputation
in Beith and beyond, for popular sympathies znd stout leader-
sship, He was known through his published works and through
his participation in the church courts, It is little wonder
that the Ilcgistrates and Town Council of Paisley, the patrons
»f the Lzigh Chureh in Paisley, knew of John Witherspson,
When the Laigh Church f?;§ vacant, in 1756, they presented

him to the congregation,

Th: sescion records show that Withersipoon was careful
for the financial interests of the parish, The last entry
in the records before he left to go to Paisley is made in
t.ise own hand, and is a complete accounting for all the par-
¢tish funds to d;%i. Tliat he owned property in Beith
shows that he wac careful for his own financial interests,
too, The title of one of the oldest feus in Beith is the
title Witherspoon gave to a house and laend that he sold in
1757, after he had removed to rfocisley, Three hundred =znd

(4) (5)

thirty five merks was the purchase price,

}_.I
e

Xs, Letter from George 8. Berr , Esq,, County Surveyor
of Ayrshire, February 2, 1935,

2Is, Records Town Council, ‘zisley; October 8, 1756,

:Is, Records, Beith Kirk Sescion, April 1757

Appendix 7,

Book of Beith, p.43.
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CHAPTER IV,

WITHERSFPOON AT PAISLEY,

Between the time the lizgistrates and Town Council of
Paisley determined to cali Withecrspoon from Beith to the
Laigh Church, and his ordination to that charge nearly a
yezr elapsed., In June, 1796, the presentztion of /itherspoon
to the Lzigh €hurch wss duly made out and sent to Vither-
tspoon for his concurrence, On Witherspoon's accept-nce,
it was sent to the Presbytery of Paisley with a rcquest that
z call be moderated to the minister of Beith, The Presbytery
of Yeisley had congidered the presentation at their meeting
in August, but had delayed action. The Council protested
against this undue delay and a_pealed to the Synod of Glasgow

and Ayr, the court superior to the Presbytery of Paisley,

o,

to order the presbytery to moderateﬁthe call to their presentee,
In October they ap,.ointed commiscioners to ap.ear before the
meeting of the <ynod when their appeal would be heard to
"follow forth and prosecute said ap.eal before the said Synod

or any comuittee of them and employ Lawyers for the purpose

and to do everything necessary" which the magistrates them-
scselves would do if they We;g7sin order to the speedy Pro-

tcuring of the Moderation of thie foresaid Call and a speedy

settlement for I'r. Witherspoon as /
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as minister of said Laigh Church both before Synod or any
other higher church judicature"fl)
The Presbytery of Paisley had never given their reason
for opposing Witherspoon's csll, But With=rspoon surmised
it was due to their animosity agasinst him as the al.leged

author of the znonymoucly printed Ilcclesiastical Character-

tistics, Their opinion had becn voiced thst the publicas
ttion was harmful to the interests of religion and injurious
to the characters of many ministers of the Church, Jither-
tspoon's defence before them is skilful, adroit and brilgiint.
He says that it is unfair that he should appear as one
accused, but he will be glad, none-the-less, to stand in his
own defence, HHe gladly zccepted the handicap because on his
side he can plead that the Presbytery of Pezisley has pasced
a sentence condemning him for being author of the Character-
ticstics when he was not and could not be regulerly before
them; he next avers that the presbytery was out of order in
voting a charge of censure which they have not only not

proved, but have not even properly brought, He szys that the

Presbytery of Puisley has no right to judge whether or not

he/

\
1, Le.Records Pzisley Town Council, October 8, 1756,
2, Witherspoon Works, vol, viii, p,.249,.
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he is fit to be minister at the leigh Church, cspecially as
he has a clean character from his own presbytery and a un-
tanimous call from the Lsigh Church, He furt:er points out
that the'Presbytery of Paisley could not be his judges by
any law, ecclesiastical or civil, because they are themselves
the parties who are aggrieved at him; under no law is a

man judged by those who are prejudiced,

Witherspoon charges that their opposition to him was not
only on account of their exception to him personally as the

author of the Characteristics, but zlso to him and the Char-

tacteristiecs, because he and t..is anonymous wdrk have hurt

the lioderate Party. ke identifies himself with the FPopular

Party and inter:ixes defence of the party with his own defence,

‘he Characteristics next come uy for defence, "3ir, I

would have had nothing to do with it, but would hauve suffered
the book to answer for itself, since its autlior does not think

fit to appear, in ite defence, if they had not been pleased

(1)

t> load me with suspicion, Tnis excuse for defending his
own work is as clever as YMoces' mother getting the care of
her own infant son from Pharoah's daughter., He defends its
being written ironiczlly and its -ttack on the characters

and credit: of part of the clergy of the Chureh:r of Scotland,

1, Witherspoon, Works, vol, viii, p, 251,
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He says that his character has bsen attacked, and that by
ways worthy of the Cpanish ingquisition, The Prestytery of
Peisley had assumed him guilty of writing the Chsesracteristics
until he could te proved innocent; in comiaon equity a man is
assumed innocent until he is proved guilty. Zoreover, Wither-
tspaon continues, the Presbytery of Psisley had appointed a
comaittee to consult him secretly and then spread publicly

on the minutes of the presbytery their findings.

"Thus, Sir, I hope I have made it appear, that the Pres-
thytery of Pezisley have been guilty of most irregular procee—
.dure, =nd flagrant injustice to m=, in pas:cing a sentence on
my character, whereat they had no title to judge me; in find-
ting a relevancy without examination of the subject, and whenp
I could not be heard in my defence; and, lacstly, in appointing
an inquisition for disccvering the fact, directly in the face
ogﬁaw and equity?)

In his closing paragraph Witherspoon even takes the
offensive, e offers tu submit to questioning "eitler in-
sstantly, or upon a month's prepuration,not only «s to this
point,but all that they shall think fit to ssk,as to my char-
tacter,from my birth to this day' if "the ministers of that

presbytery/

1, Jitrerspoon, Yorks, wvol, viii, pp.272,273.
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pr2sbytery do submit themselves to be interr.geted by me in
turn, on tneir doctirine, their diligence in treir pastoral
duty, their care wnd govermment of tueir faniliese, end their
personal truths%/

“nly aiter long discucsciong did tie ¢, nod give ite de-
icicion In fevour of the Pabkley Town Council wnd against the
Presbytery of Paisley. 1ot until =fter the ruffled dignity
snd hurt eccleciastical pride of the accusin; precbytery had
bzen mollified was the truth of Withers,.oogn's rezsoning allow-
ted to bring its weight in favour of his cell to “aisley. The
synod «ppointed a cormittee to canvass tie rnember: of the
presbyterys; &t length it wee cgreed that the synod slould
order the precbytery to muderate the calli t2 Witherspoon with-
:out discussing the presbytery's right to enquire into “ither-

tepozn's connsction with the Zcclesicstical Criracteristics,ard

witnout either arv»roving or dicapyroving the yr?s?ytery's
2
delay of the czl1ll, Hurt feclingcwere thus soothed, The

Presbytery of lcisley authorised the call to John Witherspoon

(3)

on Yecember 29,1756. DBut tlie end wae not yet; a new csll

¥

had to be made out in Feoruary,l757,bscauce @ mistake hzd teen

(4)
mede in the foriier one, It was not until Loy th?t tne day was
set for Witherspoon's admiscion to trne Leigh Church, The

induction took place, however, without further delay on the
day appointed, June 16, 1757.

Witherspoon, Torks, vol, viii. pp. 245-275,

Is.,Records f the Prestytery of Pzisley, November 17, 1756
s ,Records of the Presbytery of Pzisley, Decenber 29, 1756
‘s.Records of the iresbyrtery of Ifuisley, retruary 15,1757,

—d
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.Ricor s of the Prestytery of riisley, .y 1, 1757.
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Thus was effect finally given to the presentation of
the patrons of the Lsigh Church, and to the church's concur-
srence in "a most Harmonious Call to the said Ir, John
Witherspoon To be minister of the said Church subscribed by
the ‘agistrates of the Council and Members of the Kirk Ses-
tsion and a concurrence therewith signed by the Incorporas
¢ttions within the Burgh and other proprietors of the seats
in the said Church And by the Heritors Heads of Pamilys &nd
other Burgesses and Inhabitants within the Burg£%2 By Nov-
tember, 1757, Witherspoon received his first serii-annual pay-
s;nent of £50 on his s‘tipendfz)

This was a period of contested settlements. The &t .empt
of the people »f Jedturgh to secure ir, Thomas Bostcn as
their minister pcrallels in many ways the efforts of the pecple
of Paisley in prosecuting the call to Witherspoon to the Lzsigh
Churég; A comparison of the twos epicudes should exycse the

vexed conditions under which settlexnents had to be made, and,

also, chould bring out the character and churchmanship of

‘Titherspoon,

When the church at Jedburgh fell vacant, the congregation

decided /

1. lis,Records of the Paisley Town Council; lierch 8, 1757
’s.Records of the Presbytery cf Irvine, llarch 15, 1757

2. lis,Records of the Paisley Town Council, November 9, 1757,

3. Struthers, Listory of the Rerief Church, pp.131-153,
“lorren, Annals of the scsembly, vol,ii, pp.82; 1 1; 134;151,
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decided thest they wanted Thomas Boston, the minister at
Oxnam to be their next minister. But the @rown hs1ld the patron-
tsge of Jedburgh and the patronzge was bestowed &t the sug-
tgestion of the IMarquis of Lothian who presented anoti.er man
instead of the desired Boston, The presentee was refused,
not because he wzs not good but because Jedburgh had their
hearts set on Zoston. The sssembly of 1756 decided the pre-
tcentation need not be prosecuted, but might te leid aside;
the Crown was askKed t0 sresent znother men, Tris time the
presentee wss not'only not Lr, Boston, but wsee & man wholly
unacceptable in himself, I'r,Douglas of Kenmure, The sécand
presentee hesd the backing of the patron and the sfecsembly,but
only five of the congregation voted to zccept him. The
Assembly of 1757 ordered the settlement; tkhe prestytery obed-
tiently settled the unwented man., But they did not soc act
until after they were sure that Ioston was resolved to leave the

Establisred €hurch and bescome minister of z free congregation,

The Jedburgh magistrates, the town council, several
heritnrs, inhabitents of the town and pesrisk, and friends from
the neighbouring parishes united in the project to desert
the Tstablished Church and tuild in Jedbt.urgh a meeting-house,
Soston's consent was secured to become trhioir minister, The

project, first agitated in Iy 1757, resulted in contributions

in /
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in money, material, znd lzbour being offered in sufficient
amount that by Dece-ber the sz e year the new congregation
met in t%eir new building snd inducted Ir. Boston as t eir
minister.l)

Bostcn and Witierspoon were both sons of tie mense; koth
took seriousliy their fether's profescsion, B:oth published con-
ttroversial works in 1753, agr:zeing in their stand with the
Popular Party in the Church. Boston had tle invitation of
the town magistrates and ccngregetion to be the minister at
Jedburgh; Witnerspoon had a like invitation from Paisley; in
each case a church court opposed the translation, Jedt.urgh
was & larpger parish thzo Oxnam, snd -‘alisley was considered
& step up frowm Beith, £otl: men were persistently backed by

their friends. But here the parallel ceases.

Their fathers were both ministers but of very different
kinds. The elder Boston's name was & household word fcr
evangelical piety'that often questioned and opposed the
~etatlishment; Janee 7itherspoon wes a devoted ci.urchman
and King's chaplein-in-ordinsry, The pullicztions of the
" younger Zcsston and his contemporary, Witherspcon,in 1753 were
evangelical in character, Eut Xoston's work had been a pre-
:fece to a new edition of his father's sermwon tn schigm and

smacked /

1. Struthers, History of the Kelief Church, p,l141.
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smacked of secession: Witherspoon's wes & satire decigned
to purify the crurch from within, The opposition to Wither-
sspoon was from & local presbytery within his own synod,witi.-
tin fighting range; ZEoston was opposed by ile rerote General
Assembly and the more re ote patron, His Ilajesty, George II.
The Presbytery of Paisley blocked Witherspoon's call on per-
tsonal grounds; the Assembly opposed Ioston because the
patron had not presented him -- tecinicel grounds, The
Acsembly's decision against the wishes of the Jedburgh con-
igregation were not sc muchk against Zoston as they were to
upho%g\the prcestige of the aAcsembly and the rights of patron-
tage, /

Witherspoon was defending the idezl operation of the law
of patronage, He wus presenteu to the saigh Churci. by the
patrons; the presentation was ratified by the heritors, elders,
and seatho.ders, anc concurred in by the congregation. To
7ithercpoon this constituted a call which a prestvtery was
bound to moderate as recuested, It wes for this complete
operztion of the law of patronage that he was contending, as
against construing as & call either an invitation by a con-

tgregation only, or only the presentation by & patron,

5t Jedburgh Boston cconsidered the invitetion of the

congregstion/

1. Xorren, Annals of the A:rsembly, vol, ii, p.152,
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congregation and the cowunity as a valid call to the church
there, without regzrd to the patron's rights., The people of
Jedburgh disregarded the rights and wishes of tie patron. The
Acsembly took the part of the patron, Boston felt that he
might stand in the presbytery until the dszy of his dezth pro-
stesting against this "opprescion® without bringing relief to
the congregation of Jedburgh, So he broke his ties as a min-
tister of the Ecgtablished Church. He became a pioneer in the
exodus from the church of protesting ministers and people into
a felloweship known as the Relief Church. He was formally de-
:posed by the Assembly in 1758, Iir. Douglac of Kenmure, whose
presentation the .seembly had honoured we a call because five
of the congregation ratified it, was settled in the Jedlburgh
parish church.l)

There was only the slightest difference between Wither-
:spoon aznd Boston after the events recounted above, except for
the fazct that Boston was professionally dead, as far as the
Church of OScotland was concerned, In doctrine they both ad-
thhered to tiie Confession of Fzith, and the larger snd shorter
catechisms; Boston, however, held to the standards of the
Znglish Presbyterisn dissenters -- the confessgion of faith

and the catechisms, while Withersp.on held, in addition to

these,/

1. lorren, Annals of the Assembly, vol, ii, pp.153-194,
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to
theseythe books of discipline and church order of the Church

of Scotland., As a minister of the -Zstablished €hurch Wither-
¢tspoon could hold hig pulpit @& long a&s he preazclied the gospel,
As long as he fulfilled this condition he was legzally entitled
to his stipend and could sue at law for its non-payment,
Boston, &s the minicster of a meeting-house, held his office
by the consent of the congregation, and only <c long as they
were plessed with him, Ee had no legzl recourse against non-
payment of his stipend until a numker of his members signed
their names to a bond that he should receive £120 sterling
annuallyfl)

llore than presbyterizl op,osition occupied the minds of
Witherspoon and his clerical cnd lay friends during the in-
:terim between iis call to the Paisley Lioigh Church and his
induction into tast charge. In Decemter, 1756, a play was en-
tzcted in Zdinburgh that set the clerical,literary and social
worlds in a great stir, The play was the tragedy, Douglas,
written by a minister and attended by ministers; this was
enough, irrespective of other interests centering around the
play to bring from Vitherspoon's pen A Seriousg Inquiry into

(2)
the Nature and Lifects of the Stage. It summed up as

soberly /

1, Struthers, History of the Relief Churcl:, p. 144,
2, Witherspoon, Works, vol, vi, pp. 36-128,
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1,

soberly and fairly as the prejudices of the times perrmitted
the position of the Popular Party, "being an attempt to shew,
that contributing to the support of a public theatre, is in-
iconsistent with the character of.a Christiéiz. This pamphlet
left the Laigh Church in no doubt as to the opinions of their

minister-elect on the subject of the stage, in particular, and

recreation, in general,

Any of'his future parishoners who read the pamphlet
found that in Witherspson's opinion the use of recreation
is the same as the use of sleep, and must be some action
~indifferent in its mature. And as to the amount of time
that recreation should occupy, he says, "The need of amuse-
iment is much less than people commonly apprehend;and,where
it is not necessary, it must be sinful", Further, he says
thal labourers need recreation which is cessation from toil
and that those exhausted by the application of tlie mind need
bodily exercise, But he again .arns against excessc or in-
‘dulgences "Ninety-nine of cvery hundred are such as do not
need recreation at all"; and for most of those who do in-
¢dulge, it is recreation from idleness, not from work, 1In his

View recreztion should,in most cases, cost no money,

The /

1, Witherspoon, Works, vol, vi, p. 42,
2. Witherspoon, Works, vol. vi, p. 55.
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The Paisley people would have found Witherspoon's prin-
iciples on deeper subjects, too, in this pamphlet against the
stage. He says in the pamphlet that the grestest number of
the world in general are ungodly and that nothing will im-
tprove the world -- literature nor philosuphy nor culture --
except the application of Christianity. They would find
that his Chrictian emphasis is not on miscions or social ser-
‘vice, for he says: "The progress cf his samtification is
the supreme desire and care of every Christian", for "he is
continually liable to be seduced by temptetion, and infected
by example$%) But they would zlso find inescapable implica-
ttions for Christian living here and now, for he says that
one's piety shows only in its fruits; that true actions can
only come out of a true heart; and that all visible actions
have an effect on others -- "w§ contribute every moment to
form each others cha.racters"E2

The Magistrates could expect plain dealing from a man who
would write: "However useful an ordinance of God magistracy
te for putlic order, there is very little security in the
direction of magistrafes, for scund and wholesome instruction
in religion and morals ... unless they are themselves persons
of true piety. Now it is not reasonable to hope, tlrazt
magistrates /

1, Withercspoon, Works, vol vi, p.63
2. Witherspoon, Works, vol.vi, p.l1lll,
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magistrates in any country, will be always, or even gener-

(1)

tally persons of true piety".

One 1wore concern occupied Witherspoon befire he turned
himself to his new parish, He was commissicner from the
Presbytery of Irvine to the Acsembly of 1757. In the Ascsembly

he read for himself and seven ascociates Rezsons for Dissent

against receiving the commiscions of elders not attested in
terms of Act 9, Assembly of légg. The controversy over the
tragedy, Douglas, occupied the Assembly; Witherspoon must
have tazken active part in the debates for his keen feeling
in the matter had prombted him to write the pamphlet against
the stage, mentioned above, He had personal interest in the

only individual case brought up to the assembly, & libel

against his friend Carlyle, now minister of Inveresk,

During the month following the Assembly Witherspoon was
at length settled as minister of the Laigh Church in Paisley,
The events of the months immediately preceding his induction
-- his argument before the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, his
"pamphlet against the stage, and his dissent from the actions
taken by the Assembly -- were well-knownFn Paisley. He
came to his new charge with the aura of a chaunpion of law
and morels,

1, Witherspoon, Works, vol, vi. p.91 footnote,
2. Morren, Annals of the Assembly, vol,ii, pp.103-108,
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In 1736 the Burgh of Paisley had been disjoined from
the parish of the Abbey of Paisley and formed into a separ-
tate parish, The lagistrates and Town Council were the
Patrons of this new parish, Justifying their new indepen- -

tdence, the Council and the townspeople built a new churchj;
from its situation they called it the Laigh Church. It was
the only church of this burghal parish until 1754, The in-
icrease of population made it necessary in that year to erect
a second church, which was ingenuously called the High Church
because it stood on high ground, The cost of the building was
borne almost entirely by citizens who obtauined sittings in re-
‘turn for their contrivutions; the Council paid about one-tenth
of the cost, r, James Baine was inducted as the first min-
:istﬁr of the High Céizch in 1756, just a yéar before Wither-
:spdon was settled as minister of the Laigh Chuii%,

When Witherspoon was inducted to the Laigh Church he
found himself the colleague of Mr, Baine; their two churches
were in one parish and under a common Kirk Sescion, Despite
Witherspoon's efforts in lé%g, to secure the erection of separ=-
tate sessions; the two churches continued under one session
until lég%,long after Witherspoon had gone to America, In 1781
a third church was built in the parish, called the liiddle
Church./

1.Not minister of the Abbey,zs Collins says,President Wither-
:spoon, vol,i, p.50.

2. Brown, History of Paisley, vol,ii, pp.30-32

3. Ms,Records Paisly Town Council, April 25, 1758,

Morren, Annals of the issembly, vol.ii, p.167.

4, Brown, History of Paisley, vol.ii, p.31,
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Church, The difficulties of operating three churches
-under one session were obvious enough thé%?%resbytery agreed
to divide the parish into three and thus to give each church

the right to its own session, Witherspoon's policy was

vindicated,

Witherspoon was the third minister of the Lzigh Church.
It had been opened for worship.in 1738 when the population
of the town was 3500, It contained over 1300 sittings of
which nearly three-fourths were retainea by those who sub=«
¢scribed to the cost of the building, a sum around £2000,
When Witherspoon was called to the church Puisley had a pop-
iulation of over 5000 and was growiné%) Some said Pzisley
would rival Glasgow, This thriving, young city must have

presented an exhilarating propect to the rising young

minister, Mr, Witherspoon,

The church building where he was inducted is still
standing. It takes very little effort of the imagination to
recapture the picture of the people flocking to the induc-
ttion service, To-day the church sits in its grassless yard
in a side street, within the shadow of the handsome Russell

Institute, Garish shop fronts look down their awnings

at/

1, Brown, History of Faisley, vol,ii, p.94.
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at it from across the street. As one walks through the church-
yard, past the tombstones standing crazily against time, up
to the door of the kirk, one seems to be walking back into the
eighteenth cpntury. When ore turns at the door to survey the
surroundings from the step of the church, one's perspective
has changed, The old stone church seems bigger, seems to re-
tmind its neighbour, the Russell Institute, that the Laigh
Church was once the centre of all the social service there
was in Paisley,. The garish shop fronts are thin disguises
to venerable buildings, Although the church was plainly
built without an architect, it has dignity -- and crow-foot
gables, Far from being effete, the building seems alive
with pious evangelicalism and unornamented efficiency. To-
tday's visitor, loitering at the church door, can easily
imagine himself as one of the eighteenth century audience,
who, having arrived early for the induction of the new min-
sister, waits to be present.this 16th day of June at the long-

anticipated settle.ient of lir, Jitherspoon,

This place of worship of the Laigh Church is in New Street,
just off Causewayside Street. In 1820, when New Strecet was
no longer new, the congregation built another building, with
the aid of the corporation, and changed the name of the parish

(1)
to St. George's,

1, Brown, History of Paisley, vol,ii, p.345.
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The old Laigh Kirk, after various vicissitudes, is now the

place of worship of a non-Presbyterian sect,

Mr, Baine, the minister of the High Church, preached the
sermon at the service, It has survived in published form,
over.aid with an apology by the author for printing it, and
shored up with footnotes, 1IIr, Baine had some purpose in mind
other than welcoming his new colleague, In his preface to
the published sermon he suggests that it will perhaps occur
-to some that "something else than its meritrbrings this little
performance to light", From the fact that in 1766 Mr, Baine
withdrew from the =stablished Church into the relief church,
it may be inferred that the "something eise than its merit"
which induced Baine to publish the sermon must have bheen its
feeble attack on the Moderates, There is little in the sermon
to justify Baine's reputation for grageful preachigéz The
sermon whines with mock erudition, dull evangelism, pretended
classi~al knowledge, ana well-advertised orthodoxy, The
only worthy part of the sermon is the text, which finds men-
:tion only at the beginning: "How beautiful are the feet of
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings

(2)
of good things".

1. Christian Instructor, vol,XXVIII, 1829 p,680 speaks of
Witherspoon's "popular colleague, lLir, B:ine, whose
manner and address were peculiarly attractive",

2. Baine, James, L.A., A Serumon preached at ti.e translation
of the Rev, ir, Wotherspoun etec,
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The new fiinister began to identify himsell with the
life of Paisley, He secured the services of the new Bnglish
schoolmaster as precentor and reader for tie Laigh Chuﬁg%.
He encouraged the local trades societies to continue their

(1)

sittings in his church. The year after hi? adizission to
his new parish, he loaned the town council éioo. The year
following he bought a corner property, facing on the High
Street, in that section of Paisley called Townhead, The
charter c¢f confirumation describes the property as a "third
part of an acre of Burghal land with the kiln house and barn
thereon now converted into one big house or tencment with the
office houses yard and pertinents thereto belonging, lying
within the burgh of Paisley in the Croft called priors Crgft?
He sold the property, however, after he went to Am:ricaj;
since then it ha8 changed hands several times and is now the
site of z large cinemé?)

In 1758 Witherspoon joined with his colleague, Buine,
to petition the presbytery to divide the general session into

two, one for the Laigh Church and one for th: Eigh Church,
9

As /

1.Ms,Records of the Puisley Town Council, Jsnuary, 1758,

2.Ms,Records of the Paisley Town Council, lizrch, 24, 1758,

3, Paisley Chartulary, 1751-1767, p.l44,

4, Ms,Records of the transfer of property, Ofiice of Puisley
Town Clerk,
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As the Laigh Church was the older, the first in the burghal
parisn of Pzisley, the general sescion was cunsidered to be
the session of the Laigh Church, The High Church felt their
dignity compromised and their work hampered because they had
to join with the other church under the one general sess§ig.
Judging from the sescsion records of the day, much of the work
5f any kirk-session, had to do with oversecing the morals of
the parish, Their minutes are engrossed with cases of disci-
ipline of members of the parish f.r imnorality and drunken-
tness. The processes for dealing with these cases occupied
a great deal of time; procedure often required their refer-
‘ence to the presbytery. Anotier item on the session's$
docket that took much time was the care of the poor of the
parish. When one rez.ises that all the cases of discipline
and all the cases of care of the poor for both the Lzigh
and the High Church had to come before one session, it is
plain tha@ tre two ministers were asking aright when they
petitioned the presbytery for the erection of a« second ses:zion
for the High Churcé?"

The Presbytery of Paisley, to whom Witherspoon and
Baine applied for the separate sescion, thought proper to
refuse, Nu reason was given, but personal spite against
Witherspoony

1.Ms.Records Presbytery of Paisley, liarch 29, 1758,
2. Struthers, History of the Relief Church, p. 568,
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Withgrspoon may have had something to do with their refusal,
It had only been two years since he had confuted their ef-
tforts to prevent his sestlewent in Paisley snd perhaps they
were stooping to revenge, "the right hand ,f false greatness
of minéfz

The two ministers appealed against the judgment of the
presbytery to the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, The synod reason-
ted that the request wag fair and granted their petition,
The presbytery was nettled by thc Synod's reversal of their
decision and zppealed against the judgment of the synod to the
next General Assembly. Then the town council stepped in,
They resolved to petitiéﬁ?iresbytery to withdraw their oppusi-
*tion to the second session, but they must have had little
hope of succeeding in influencing the reverend brethren, for
they provided that if the petition were refused the negis-
‘trates and town council would throw in their weight with
Baine and Withercpoon in appealing to the General A:sembly to
obtain their eégg But 7itherspoon's and Baine's efforts
proved vain. The 4ssembly (1758) prohibited the erecting of
the separate sescion for the High Church till that part of the
town should be legally disjoined and formed into a separate

(3)
parish,}

1, Witherspoon, Works, vol,vi, p.100,
2. Ms . Records of the Puisley Town Counc11 March 25, 1758,
3. Morren, Annals of the Assembly, vol, 11 p.167.
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parish,

In the autumn of 1759 ““itherspoon received a call to
the Scots Church in Rotterdam. The consistory, in ﬁrying
to fill their vacant pulpit, had enlisted the help of two
prominent Edinburgh divines, John Erskine, colleague of
William Robertson at Old Greyfriars, and Robert Walker, one
of Hugh Blair's colleagues at the High Church, Both Erskine
and Wa.ker were leaders of the Popular pParty. Walker preach-
ted before the Lord High Com . istioner in 1751, the same year
s did John Witherspoon, The Scots Church wanted John Bonar
of Perth, but he refused to consider a call, Messrs. nrskine
and Walker thereupon recommended 7itherspoon "as one who
possesses all the qualifications reguired by us in a minister,
and that in an eminent degree," ascuring them that "he is
esteemed to be one of the most worthy ministers in the Church

of Scotland", Witherspoon took the call under consideration.

The Consistory imrediately put Witherspoon's name at the
head of a leet of three, secured sanction for the leet from
the burgomasters (the "Noble, Great and Venerable Lords of
the Weth"), and "with perfect unanimity" elected him their
minister. Without delay, the Consistory notified the burgo-
smasters of Witherspoon's election and received civil sanc-

stion for it, The call to ¥itherspoon was forwarded to

him;/
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him; a copy of it was sent to Mr, Erskine and Lr, Walker in
order that they might urge the call on Witherspoon and on
the town and Presbytery of Paisley, "Reasons of ye call of
ye Scots Church to Mr., John Witherspoon" were'urged by the
Consistory as follows: 1. The call was perfectly unanimous and
prayerfully arrived at. 2, The Scots Church needs Wither-
- heeds Them
‘spoon's eminent qualifications more than Paislex@ the church
in Rotterdam is one designated by the Assemblies of 1596,
1633, and 1742 as an Eminent Congregation, and serves persons
of the highest quality from Great Britain and Holland, The
c¢hurch in Paisley could easily be filled, but it is diffi-
fcult to find and obtain one that is sufficiently qualified
for such a congregation abroad, 3. The Church of Scotland
should send a good man a: an evidence of gratitude to the
city of Rotterdam for its kindness to Scottish refugees from
persecution, 4. The post is a good one in point of salary,
church building, and the goodwill of the Lords of the city.
This document is a most cogent appeal, In addition to the

call, the Consistory wrote Witherspoon a letter pressing him

to accept their call,

The Scots Church in Rotterdam rested their cail on
Witherspoon's willingness to accept it, Trey instructed
their representatives, Messrs, Srskine and Walker, not to

apply/
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the |
apply to/presbytery for his transportation unless he were

heartily in favour of it, At the last meeting of the Con-
isistory for the year 1759 a letter was read "wherein Mr,
Jitherspocon thanks the Consictory for the honour they had
done him, but refuseth to accept their call-E%).

Anothcr controversy arose in 1760 between the Town Coun-
:cil of Paisley and the ecclesiastical courts., In that year
the Council and the Kirk-Ses:cion agreed to unite the offices
of English 8choclmaster and Session Clerk, The plan was that
the magistrates, who had by law the right of nominating the
session clerk, should draw up a leet of three names, submit
them to the session for a.proval, and nominate the sessi-n's
choice for the position, All was going smocthly; the min-
tutes of the Counc%;)record the election of one, William

Adie, for the new post, and the close harmony between the

Council and Kirk-session,

Baine, the minister of the High Church, oprosed the
merger of the two positions,not because he primarily opposed
the union of the two pusitions but because he thought the Coun-
tcil's ché%ing the session clerk was an Erastian practice and a

fetten/

1, Mss,R:.cords of the Consistory'of the Scots Church,Rotter-
dam; from October 21, 1759 - December 28, 1759,
2. Ms.Records Paisley Town Council, September 22, 1760,
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(1)

fetter on the spiritual independence of the Church, As the
Council's right to nominate the session clerk was a matter

of privilege conferred at the erection of the parish in 1736,
Mr, Buine's reason for opposing the merger and his time for
urging that reason were both irrelevant, He apfg?led to the
presbytery to prevent the union of the two offices,

The Presbytery forbade the union of the two offices,
Witherspoon appeuled to the synod., The synod upheld the sen-
ttence of the presbytery, contrary to Witherspoon's pleading.
He forthwith appeal:=d from the decision of the synod to the
General Assembly, In all this he had the staunch backing of
the town-council, He appeared in behalf of his fellow-towng-
‘men in the .ssembly of 1761, The case was fully laid be-
:fore the Assembly and that reverend body found "that they
cannot disapprove cf the conduct of the session in approving
the plan of accommodation given in by the town-council, and
that there(§§ notning in it injurious to the rights of the

kirk-session", Witlierspoon came home to his parish and

town the victor in this litigation,

In 1762 the town of Dundee tried to call Witlerspoon and
applied to the Presbytery of Paisley to moderate the call
and/

1, Ms,Records of the Presbytery of Paisley, Nov mber 26,1760,

2, Btruthers, History of the Relief Church, p.200,
3. lorren, Annals of the Assembly, vol,ii, p.243.
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and have him transported, This attempt to call -heir min-
sister brought out expressions of Paisley's great regard for
the minister of Laigh Church, Local trades ssscciations pro-
ttested against the transportation, particularly the "taylors®
who as a society had sittings in the Laigh Chuﬁiﬁ. The
.lagistrates and town-council recurded that they were "rmuch
satisfied with the said Mr, John Witherspoom snd are greatly
against his transportation, and likewise judging that such a
Transportation would be much to the hurt of the Community and
Lay them under very great Hardships and Inconveniency There-
:fore they hereby resolve to op,.ose the said Trancpcortation
to the utmost of their poégl". They forthwith named commis-
isioners to appear in the interests of defe-ting the Dundee
project before the presbytery or any other court. The whole
town stood behind the council in their resulution, The docu-
tments filed in the case attest their attachment to Wither-
:spoon, The arguments cn both sides were too difficult for

the presbytery to settile, The case ultirately came up for

decision before the Assembly of 1762,

The Assembly hezrd tlie appeal of the magistrates, town-
council, town-sesscion and incorporations of Pzisley against
the transportation, They also heard Witherspcon exoress

himself /

1. Ms ,Records Paisley Town-council, January 1, 1757,
2. Ms,Records Paisley Town -council, May 17, 1762,
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himself as unwilling to go to Dundee. This they weighed
against the pleading of the representatives from Dundee who
also appeared before the bar of the Assembly, Witherspoon
was continued at Paislei%)

When one of the Lailies of Paisley, Robert Fulton, died,
Witherspoon was called in to take charge of his papsrs and
to make arrangements for his funerszl. This duty was custom-
tarily performed by the nearest of kin of the deceased, But
not even the man'c widow knew who was his nearest of kin; as
the necessity for providing "mournings" for the widow and
her household and burial for the late bailie was prescting,
the widow and her friends asked their minister if he would
undegyite the expenses, until the heir could be found and the
will opened, Zr, Fulton's estate was known to be in excess
of £12,000, Witherspoon complied with her request; he and
the town clerk stood surety for the expenses to the amount
of £98:16:1., In due course a cousin came forward as the
nearest of kin; when the will was opened, the cousin and

‘the widow found that each had benefityed handsomely by its

provision,

HMr, Fulton had died in April, 1756, Y0 lay lst Wither-
teroon and the town clerk had paid for the mournings for his

relict/

1. Morren, Annals of the sassembly, vol.ii, p,.261,
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relict and the expenses of his funeral, Vien they a:plied
to the widow and the other heir for reimbursement, they were
refused payment, Being left no alternative, the two men
decided tc sue at law for the repayment of the money that
they had advanced, On the 18th of November they gained a
Jjudgment against the cousin and the wicow of Ilr, Fulton for
the amount tliey had spent on their behalf, with intereg%?

John Witherspoon was typical of his contemporary brother
ministers in his attitude towerd parish discipline, He
charged a young minister that the exercise ¢f parish dis-
tcipline is & part of tie winisteriszl duty that camot be
omitted, "Tiicre must needs te offenees in the Christian
church, But when discipline is neglected, then the offenee
becomes unspeakably more dangerous, especially to the young
and .~eak", Wiilerspoon says further that discipline must
be strict, regulaf, and impartial, He favoured public cor-
trection for public offences, citing the scripture, "Them
that sin, rebuke before all, that otuers also may fear"; he
thinks "superiors of all sorts,magistrates,ministers,and heads
of fawilies, may, and oughkt to reprove, both with authority
and severity, because the end is not the reformation of an
individual/

1. Unextracted Processes, Adams Office, Letter W, Bundle 2,
No,10; 1766: Eis llzajesty's Repister House, Edinburgh,
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individual, but the preservation of others, and the general
1)
gooé. This rigid ecclesiustical discipline had the close

co-operation of the civil authorities,

Percons who came afoul judgments of kirk-ses:ions
usually made the réquired amends, Sometimes they fled the
parish, Occasiuvnally trhey were not submissive, although
they knew that insubordination to the session meant social
ostrascism, Such was the case with a young lawyer of Pais-
¢:ley named Snodgrass, who with his associates withstood the
censures of itherspoon and his elders,

On the Scturday night before the first communicn Scoklath

February,

in/1762,a party of young men met in & tavern for a drinking
bout. Their tippling came to the notice of the session be-
:cause they had made & midnight disturbance. Further inves-
:tigation brought out that there had bLeen some vague refer-
tences to the Holy Communion and to the local ministers; one
of the roisterers had even produced a comunion token, The
enormity of the drinking and alleged blasphemy was oversiadow-
ted by the fact that young Snodgrass was unrepentant and de-
:fiant. The stir in Paicley over the case was unpreceuented,
At the height of the public interest Witherspoon preached a

(2)
sermon entitled Seasonable Adviece to Young Persons, In his

zeal /

1, Witherspoon, Works, vol, iii. p.}32; p.135.
2. Witherspoon, Works, vol., v, pp.90-125,
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zeal to improve the occasion to the warning of the young, he
assumed as proven all the misdeamours that had been charged
against Snodgrass and hic friends and named Snodgrass especi-

tally as a young man of vicious habits and character,

The case became so aggravated that the sescion appealed
to the Presbytery of Paisley to deal with the young men,
The presbytery found that many of the allegations had not
beecn proven, especially the heinous one of sacrilege, and
sentenced the accused only to rebuke at the bar of the presby-
:téi;. Witherspoon was aggrieved that the pfesbytery had
dealt so lightly with the case and resolved to publish his ser-
“stmon and to appeal to the General Assembly., His sermon he
did publish, with @ prefixed "authentic narrative of the dis-
¢orderly and riotous meeting on the night before the celebra-
ttion of the Lord's Supper", which gave occésion to his dis-
s:course, But by the time of the Assembly in May, by agreement
with the presbytery, he #g¥e#é¥%¥ withdrews his protest to the
Assesé%iy. He suffered temporary discredit through his prose-
scution of this case., The disc§edit was largely local and
quickly forgotten by the parigi. However, Snodgrass and the
Presbytery/
1.Ms.Records of the Presbytery of Paisley, April 28, 1762,
2.Register of Descrects,llukenzie Office; vol,6633.arch 9,1776.

lorren, Annals of the Assembly. vol,ii, p.263,

3.Ms,Records, Paisley Town councils April 5, 1766; Cctober
28,1766,
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Presbytery of Paisley were disappointed that Witherspoon
had not insisted on his appeal to the Assembly where they
hoped they might have made his reputation suffer throughout
the church, Tre Assembly that heard the Snodgrass protest
against Witherspoon's failure to carry trnrough his appeal was
also the Acsembly that prohibited Witherspoon's transporta-

ttion to Dundee,

The sale of the ser:on had been suspended, until after
the Assembly should decide whether or not Witherspoon should
be translated to Dundee., After the Assembly had risen, the
sermon was put on sale again, itherspoon decided to re-
publish the sermon in self-defence against the wide allega-
ttions Snodgrass was making, that Witherspoon "was actuated
by mere carnal passions of pride and resentmen£%2 The
matter was brought to an issue when Snodgrass prevailed upon
all of his compenions in the notorious revel, except one,
to join with him in suing Witherspoon for criminal libel;
they asked for £100 each demages and £100 costs, Before
the case had come up for hearing, public opinion éecided
in favour of the ninister, onodgress and his friends found
themselves very unpopular in Paisley; they said they even
went in danger of their lives. They had not the reputa-
:tion sufficient to stand against the minister; one sutmittied
to/

1. Register of Descreets (liackenzie Office) vol.663; lirch
17763 p.50: His liajesty's Register House, Edinburgh.
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to censure; two more left Paisley; finally, Snodgrass him-

¢self removed to Glasgow,

The courts were not as qguick as putlic opinion in render-
ting a verdict. OSnodgrass, who had sume skill in law, pro-
tlonged the case unti} 1776, He Qas angling for a favouratle
judgment, but he was equally anxious to damage Witherspoon in
the eyes of his own generation and for posterity. Wither-
¢spoon's fame as an zuthor and his increasingly prominent
career Snodgrass tried to poison; this was his avowed inten-
ttion, and probably gave rise to most of the rumours that
Titherspoon left Scotland because "Paisley beca:'e so hot for
himsf) A final decision was handed down on ilurch 9, 1776.
It provided that Witherspoon should pay £150 demages to Snod-
:grass and kis fellows, and £20 costs, Technically this de-
tcision is against Witherspoon, but the amounts provided are so
small, compared to what was ?r%gin?l%y asked, that it is
practically a decision in hiszfavoug.

This simple case of parish discipline assumes s:ch impor-
stance and publicity because it was aggravated by Witherspoon's
excegsive zeal. Though his motives were unimpeachable, his
enemies /

1, Paterson, History of the County of Ayr, vol.i, p.262.
2. Register of Descreets, (llackenzie Office)vol.éé3; Lizrch

9, 1776,
3. See Appendix 8,
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enemies laughed at him for outrunning his u:ual good Jjudgment,
The wording of the sermon indicates that Witherspoon was as
outraged by the fact that he had been mocked Ly these tipplers
a8 he was by their supposed sacrilege. He complains, "They
employed a gocd part of their time in mock preaching and that
not merely imitating the tones or gestures cof ministers in
different words, but -- the words of Scriptiii". The man
who made the whole church laugh at the Lloderates by his satire,
the Characteristics, was not able to laugh at himself, He
practically admits that his pride has been hurt when he says,
"Contempt -- is intolerable to pride, some remains of which,
capable of being irritated, zre to ke fcund in the very best
men on earth", Witherspoon says that truc piety "is always
in this world atcended with human infirmity, this affords a
hendle to profane persons to load it with reproach", Wither-
!spoon's nervous infirmity made hix speak in o« slow unemotion-
tal manner, which may have been easy to caricature., If Wither-
¢spoon had seen with his usual perspicuity he would have re-
iccgnigsed that the infirmity his enemies were laughing at was
not a physical one, but his pride in his zeal for discipline,
But VWitherspoon weas loeing none of his eminence in the
eyes of the Church. In 1764 the University of St. Andrews

conferred/

1, Witherspoon, Works, vol, v, p,92
2, Witherspoon, Worke, vol. v, pp.111-112,
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(1)

conferred on him the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity.

It was fron his pulpit that he exercised his permanent
influence, A numker of his sermons were printed at the request
of his congregation, just before he went to America, Because
he was going away he did not hesitate at publishing them for
he was anxious "to speak, while absent, and continue to in-
sstruct those whom it is so mucl: my duty to love and serégz.
These sermons are published as they were delivered to the
Paisley people. Yet there are few allusions or subjects pe-
tculiar to Paisley, In only two sermons, beside his fare-
twell sermon, does he refer to Paisley, Once when he was
preacrning on tl.c danger of poverty lLe szid that he was sorry
the su?gect was so "well suited to the circumstances of this
placegfl In his sermon against the roisterers, Snodgruss
and his companions, he suys, "I think I can discover, in the
aspect of the audience, that you already suppose I have been
led to the choice of this subject, by the late atrocious and
flagrant offence corritted in the near neighbourhcod of where
I now stand; and which neth filled every thinking person

(4)

in the place, with & mixture of indignation and scorn,"

The subjects of his seri.ons Witherspoon chose su as to

show /

1. Ms Minutes of St, Andrew's University, vol., vii, p,49.
Witherspoon, Works, vol,iii, sdvertisement,
Witherspoon, Works, vol.iv, p. 113

Witherspoon, WOTkS, vol.v, p. 114,

PN
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show the plan of salvation from sin through Christ, His
objective Sunday by Sunday was the same as that which he ex-
trresses in thepreface to one volume of his sermonst "The
following sermons have been selected in order to form a little
system of the truths of the gospel, to point cut their rela-
ttion to one ahother, and their influence on practice, --
The choice of the subjects for publication nas msde in such a
manner &as to give a pretty full view cof the revelation of
divine mercy in tune gospel, -- But as there is & great danger
of running too much into controversy and speculation, the best
way to avoid this seemed to be, to let the sermons retzin
e-erything particular «:.d practical, intended for the instruc-
ttion, reproof, or consolation, of the audience, when they

(1)

were first delivered",

The social system of his day Witherspoon accepted as con-
:structed by divine providence, «nd therefcre beyond necess-
1ity of question, In one ser.cn he says that sucial differ-
iences are "the various stations in which God hath thought fit
to place us". "This difference of station requires supplies
of the\conveniencies of life, suited to the part we are bound
to agié. He speaks harshly of the poor who act "as if they
had o title to rectify the mistakes of providence, in the dis-
stribution of worldly ;ossessicns", "The rich are indeed, in
point /

1, Witherspoon, Woks, vol, ii, p.iv.
2. Witherspoon, VWorks, vol,iv, p. 93.
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point of conscience, bound to ascist the poor", he preaclies
farther, but "no person has & right to make ti.cu. generous and
charitable against their-wills, ar to exercise their .wn gen-
tercsity and charity at their expensé%Z The final chcck on
the rich was 3eft to the "Supreme Judgec at the last day".
‘Witherspoon': salvation for the inequelities and hardships of
the socizl system of his day was not prinerily of this world,
but of tre next, He was less keen for sucial justice here and
now because he was so sure that God would put &ll right in the
life after death, But Witherspoon presched that religion
strengthened the social tie and & feeling of mutual responsi-
sbility vetween clasces, The fellowskip of Christian believers
is the fountain head of poor relief, hospitals, self-govern-
iment, education and socia. integrity, Witherspoon points(§&t.
Witherspoon sought for all classes the things Le valued most;
preaching, sound discipline and catechising, material prosper-
:ity arising frcwu righteousnesc, and education, He wus not
conscious of the need of good housing conditions, o0ld age pen-
!sions, recrectional facilities, and such. The highest good
in life, in his opinion, was saving preparation for the life to
come -- to be sure of hell,‘but to be surer of heaven, If one
is tempted to condemn him for lack of socisl vision, he must
remember /

1, Withersjoon, Yorks, vol, iv, p.11l5,
2. Witherspoon, Works, vol, iv., p. 326,
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remember that the present industrizl system was in its first
infancy. Hargreaves did nct invent the spinning jenny until
1767 nor Watt the steam engine until 178%?)

Witherspoon felt that he preached by sacred authority
and tnat preaching was on a par with the sacraments. "Cur
blessed Redeemer hath established in his church a standing
ministry, and the regular administration of ordinances, --
And -- yet in no other way doth he now communicate his will,
and vouchsafe his presence to his people, but by the reading
and hearing of his word, and attendance upon his instituted
worshiﬁé2) Speaking in another place of ministers Withersgoon
says that they sjeak in the name of God, and carry a message
from the £ing of kingg§) In closing one sermon Witherspoon
rises to this emphasis: "I bear from God himself this message
to ycu allgﬁz. The content of his preaching did not consist
of his own ideas primarily, but the truth he found in the word
of God, ©Scarcely a page but has & scripture reference as an
illustration or proof., His preaching is naturally his inter-
:pretation of scripture, but the s$cripture is always the sub-
:ject, He distorts no passages to suit his interpretation; on
the contrary, he suits his arguments to what appears to him as
the /

1. Gardiner, A Siudent'tc History of “ngland, vol,iii,pp,.815-816,
2, Witherspoon, Works, vol, iv, p.39.

3, Witherspoon, Works, vol, iii, pp.285-286.

4, ‘Titherspoon, Works, vol, iv, p.278,
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the compelling truth of scripture, Of thirty-six sermons the
texts of twenty are chosen from tine Old Testament and sixteen
from the New; seven of the 0ld Testament texts are from the
I{salms, His sermons took between forty-five minutes and an
hour to preaé%?

Anyone who went to worship in the Luigl Church found the
order of service simple; the minister distrusped as super-
¢tstitious all but the simplest forius of lituré;? But the
worship was deeply reverent, and all took part. The congreg-
tation were taught by their minicster that social worship was
peculiarly acceptable to God, And when the minister rose to
preach he spoke in simple, dircct language, a sermon that
evidenced spiritual ana literary preparation, His discourses
were not-like "paeinted windows, which with fine colours upon
the .selves keep out tie light" -5 as Witherspoon once described
excessive elegance of pulpit sﬁ%le. He spoke to the capac-
tity of his hearers, both as to subject matter and expression,
For tnose who came to church to censure or admire the prezcher
Titherspoon had no patience, Not only his jealousy for the
Worship of God, but also nis sensitivenccs of niis own emotional

limitations in speaking,made him averse t, criticism of pulpit

style./

1. The average time calculated from reading aloud slowly.
2., Witherspoon Works, vol, iv, p. 324,
3. Witherspoon Works, vol, v., p,46,
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style.

The November Comuistion of the Assembly of 1757 request-
ted the King to proclaim & day of national fasting ana prayer,
on account of "the present situation of affairs in the nation",
Accordingly by royal proclamation February 16, 175 was ap-
tpointed a fast da§%) In his sermon on that day Witherspoon
spoke fully about national life under tie titie, Prayer for

Tational Prosperity, snd for Revival of Religion, Inseparably
(25

Connected,  But for this seraon little might hazve been known

of the interest of the minister of the Laeigh Church in nation-

&l secular affairs,

Witherspoon pointsd out the reverses which the nation had
suffered., Britain had lost Iiznover, thrs Island of llinorca,
and certain forts in America, Paisley had particular interest
in txe Awmerican wars for the Earl of Du?donald, who was well-
known locally, was fignting in Am:ricéé british trade had
been obstructed; the government was in the hands of Newcastle,
Devonshire and Pitt wiow withersgoon thought to be factious
politicians lacking in puolic spirit; the£200,000 spent for
the defence of Hanover had Lee? lost; tne conditions cf the
colonies abroad were depioraéie. This "series of abortive
projects", makes the most obstinate and inconsiderate s*tand and

pause,/

1, Morren, Annals,of the Assembly, vol.ii,p.150.
Witherspoon, Works, vol, v, p.57.

Semple, Zistory of the Shire of Renfrew, p,254,
Gardiner, A Student's History of DLngland, vol,ii,p.748,

Pl



104

' (1)

pause, and seriously ask, Is tiere not a cause?” Jit.erszpoon

propounds what he considers the cause to be,

The seron is built on the Cld Testament belief that
prosperity is a sign of God's favour, and that adversity is a
sign of his disfavour, This test of godlinescs 7ithers.oon
applies to nations as well as iﬁdividuals, in temporal as well
as spiritual mafters. The nation has suffered reverses;
nothing is said to bring any light into the dark picture of
national life. Anything gcod the nation may do is of Godj
citizens may take no credit for it nor hope from it, Any evil
tining the nation does is its own doing, a«nd citizens must be
responsible, sny national achievement is of the grace of
God @nd it cannot be urged to balance the weight of national
failure, All men can Go is to pray further and confess their
sins, "The fzult, doubtlesc, lies in ourselves, OQur fasts
have not be:n such as God(h?s chosen, and therefore he hath
refused to hear our prayeri."

The remedy is prayér for spiritual revival first, and
temporal mercies next, accoruing to Witherspoon; the two al-
twaeys stand related in that order of i..gortance, Ee procecds
to denounce tie nation as irreligious,tainted with infideiity,
poastful /

1, 7itherspoon, Works, vol, v, p.58.
5. Witherspoon, Wo*ks, vol, v, pp.58-59,
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boastful, and dependent on the "arm of flesh"., He exhorts
witi. the measured thunders of a prophet, Like a Jsruphet, he
cites history to re-enforce his expectatione of ti.e divine

mercies that will flow upon a repentant nation,

Witherspoon's view of higtory is black and whité with
sentiment rather tian coloured with a tlend of truth and
falsehood. In his view of history all men were either all
good or zll bad. He says of the King of Prussia,Frederick
the Great, ""hile we give thanks to God for r=ising up an
eminent prince in Germany as the head of the reformed inter-
test, and signally supporting him hitherto let us also "pray
that he may continue his protectio:. to him, -- and fight his
battles", He says that under King Gecorge, Britain has had a
mild and legal government and enjoyed as much happiness as our
national guilt would allow, 2. must have kno.sn little about
rfrederick tnc Great and his objectives; as for his remarks
about Britain, Witherspoon himself in otlher parts cf the sermon
complains of the "weak and divided counsels" of these who
governf liore reirote history he sees ideally -- the Protestant
wars on tiie continent, the Covenauting time? in Scotland and

the revolution of 1688, all of these he cites ac times of pure

religion when the church appeared in unblemished purity and
dignity./

1, Witherspoon, Wurks, vol. v, p,.86,
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dignity. He says, "BEven those who preserve some regard for
religion, fall very short of that eminent cnd examplary
piety wiich some alive have seen in Christiuns of the last
age, and of which our fathers have told ué%?

But Witherspoon faces facts with regard to the colonies.
He assesses the fighting in America as more important than
that on the cuntinent of Zurope., He points out Britain's
supremacy on the seas and her generzl progress in her cclonizl
contest with France, Kis national outlook is British, rather
than merely Scottish; he speaks in terms of an empire rather

than merely « kingdom,

Those who sat under the preaching of Witherspoon found

their minister well-informef.) His sermons had not the high
2

polish of those of Hugh Blair, nor the emotional spontaneity

(3)

of the sermons of men like Alexander Web?t?r (who could pass
4
from jollity to the most fervent devotion), or George White-

:field, whose preaching was sweeping Scotland during Wither-
ts oon's incumbency at Puisley. The Paisley folk of the
Laigh Church had a woll-rounded ministry, Their minister was
zealous withou: being fanatical, And his zeal was temnpered
with /

'Jitherspoon, Works, vol,vi, p.267,

Graham, Scottish len of Letters in the 18th Century, p,123.
Morren Annals of the «ssembly vo,ii, p.375.

Carlyle, Autobiogr«phy, p.251,

1
2
3
5, Butler, Wesley and Whitefield in Scotland, p.63.
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with toleration. He concludes one sermon thus: “"Iveryti.ing
is beautiful in its place wnd season, «nd is then not only

(1)
most acceptable to God, but most useful to men",

During the surmer of 1766 Witherspoon received = call to
Duvlin which he declinég? A few montns later « very differ-
sent call came -- the call to Princeton, He refused at first;
finally he acce:ted, YThe Paisley t.wn records conizin refer-
tences to tiie este-m in whel. Dr, Witherstoan was held, DBesides
the townspeoples' efiorts in prosecuting his call in 1756-57,
and their stand against the Dundee call, in 1762, there is re-
scorded their adaitionzl au.reciation in 1766 in the following
minute; The magistrates and town council "considering the good
services donc To the Comiunity by the feverend ir, John Jither-
tepoon minister of ye Gouspell in ye Laigh Church Hereby agree

to give tc¢ said .r, Witherspoon a compliment of fifteen pounds

(3)

sterling..." In the same year Witherspoon's stipend was

increased by twelve pounds in order to make hig equal with
that of the minister of the High Church, successor to I,
Bzine, There can never iLe any doubt that Witherspoon left

Paisley much regretted and entirely on his own decision,

The/
1. Witherspoon, works, vol, ii, p,318.
2. Ms,letter, Jltherspoon to ualLace ,an Edinburgh merchant,

quoted by Collins, President H¢cherspodn vol.,i, p. 80
s ., Records Paisley Town Council; April 5, 1766
lIs.Records Puisley Town Council; October 28, 1766

Lo
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The words of the record are eloquent: "The lL.gistrates

and Council being Informed that the Reverend lr, Witherspoun
minister in the Laigh Church in this place is to give in his
Demiscion to the Prebytery of Puisley toworrow the tenth day
of llay seventeen hundred and sixty eight years Do hereby
appoint" a cormission "to attend the Presbytery and signify to
them that though they have lived in the greaﬂest hzr:.ony with
him since he was their minister and could have wished that he
had continued in his present charge, yet since he has seen it
his duty to accepgt of another ofiice from respect and friend-
tship for him they resolve to give no opposition But are will-

(1)
ting that the Presbytery accept nis Demission",

1, Ms.Records Paisley Town Council; liay 19, 1768,
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WITHZRSPOON'S PART IN TH: GOVE-NLILN

QF THE CHURCH.

Besides being a successful parish minister VWitherspoon
was a leader in the life of the church. His interests were
by no menns confined to his own flock. Pather, his interest
v s broad. He was not content to limit their vision or his
activities to the bounds of the pzrish. From the beginning
of his ministry he took an aggressive part in the life of the
Church of Scotland. His people benefitfed by his national

outlook.

As the eighteenth century advanced Scotland's prosperity
increased. Religion had no political repercussions in this
cen-urye. The nation was freed from the bonds of extreme
poverty and religious persecution -- an age which was too>be
remarkable on its seculcr sicde for unprecedented industrizl
change and progress, and in its ecclesiastical side for the
triumph ofrliberalism. The second half of the eighteenth
century gave more distinguished names to Scottish history
than any other similar period, The men who carried these

names,/

1. Mathie8on, The Awakening of Scotlecnd, pe 200 footnote.
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names were born very nearly together, Hugh Blair, the

rhetorician and graceful preacher,was born in 1718; Robertson,
the historian,and Smollett, the novelist, in 17215 John Home,
the author,in 17223 and Adam Smith, the economist, in 1723,
the yecr of wWitherspoon's birth. David Hume weas only seven
years older than Blair. ‘itherspoon's acquaintance with Blair,
Yome, and Kobertson began during their days at the university.
Yet from the beginning of his career Witherspoon found himself
opposing his friends., Blair and Home became prominent members
of the Moderate Party of which Robertson became the leader,
Witherspoon's childhood friend, Alexander Carlyle, ranged with
the lea‘ers of the Moderates. Witherspoon stoutly opposed

the lloderates, and stood high in the Popular Party, as the
opvonents of the Moderates were called. There is no indica-
tion that Witherspoon regretted the necessity of opposing his
friends. He held no social intercourse with them, although
many of the men of the age who could not see eye to eye, yet
sat knee to knee over a bottle of clé%it. There was a warm
friendship between Hume, the sceptic, and the lloderates,
Carlyle, Home, Blair, Jardine and Robeiigon. But by the time
Witherspoon sat in his first Assembly in 1747 he felt so strong-
ly the issues that were vexing the church thst he would not

l. Carlyle, Autobiography, p. 2503 Graham, Social Life of

Scotland in the Eighteenth Century, vol. iii « 92
Graham, Scottish Menbf Letters, p. 250 PP T

2. Carlyle, Autobiography, p. 251



-116-
not distinguish personal from ecclesiastical loyalties.

Controversy over the operation of the law of patronage

was coming to a new crisis. Since the Secession in 1732 the
Assembly had dealt leniently. Settlements had been pro-
tracted and vexed, but had been made with a conciliatory
hand. But neither side was satisfied with permanent compromise.
As the men who had accepted presentations began to predominate
in the General Assembly, the Assembly's opposition to patronage
steadily declined. The presbyteries showed a growing re-
luctance to differ with the Assembly. But the populace who
knew that the Secession church was open to them as a refuge
in case of defeat, became more obstinate and he=zdstrong in
asserting their claiééz

In the Assembly of 1747, the first in which Vitherspoon
sat as a2 commissioner, ten disputed settlements came up for
considerastion. The disputes vearied: one was between the
backers of rival candidates for the call; another between
a presbytery and a synod; another between pztron and parishg;
and a fourth between presentee and members of the congregation
to which he had been presented. The decisions of the
Assembly seemed consistent with no rule; only their enforce-

ment was/

1. Cunaingham, Church History of Scotlend, vol. ii, p. 534.
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was uniform. In the settlementi at Barrowstounness the cz211

to a probationer wrs sustzained against the a>7e2l of the pztron,
the Duke ol Hamilton. In the settlement at Balmaclellan

a libel against the presentee was dismissed =nd "the Assembly's
dissatisfaction with the libellers intimated to them". In

the dispute at Scone two rival probationers were both set

aside and a new call ordered. The Presbytery of Glasgow

had refused to settle at Govan the man »>resented by the patrons;
the presbytery w:. s o¥dered to proceed with the settlement.
Subsequently the presbytery refused and the Assembly finally
resorted to the expedient of ordering the Synod of Glasgow

and Ayr to settle the man, Hach of these various settlements
could be cited as precedents in similar disputed cases in

later Assemblies. Thus the confusion éilw.

Witherspoon was a Keen observer of what went on in the
church courts. In a speech before the Synod of Glasgow and
Ayr he referred to the refusal of the Presbytery of Paisley
to settle a lr. James Campbell as minister of the Abbey
Parish of Paiéiiy. The case cene by apoeal to the Synod
and to the Assembly of 1$Z%. The Assembly confirmed the

decision not to setile iir, Campbell, and directed the pres-

bytery to moderate a new c211 2t large. But the Assembly

cleared/

1. Morren, Annals of the Assembly, vol. i, pp. 98-106.

2 witherspoon, "orks, vol. viii. pe. 271

3. iorren, Annals of the Assembly, vol. i, pe 1133 p. 361
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cleared Mr. Campbell of implications of Episcopalian disloyal-
ties to the Establishment. Witherspoon cites the attitude of
the presbytery toward Campbell as inquisitorial, ana exposes
the irregular method by which they prejudiced Campbell's char-
acter by unproved insinuations. He further charges that the
presbytery's action in this case disobliged the people and
iostered jealousies. This sort of personal difference fed
Witherspoon's opposition to the Moderate Party as much as
differences of principle.

'In the Presbytery of Irvine in 1751 Vitherspoon had his
first fling at the rights of patroéi? In that year the Earl
of Eglinton presented Mr. Charles Bannantine to the parish of
Irvine. “itherspoon led a faction who took exception to one
point in the presentation. In his letter presenting Nr.
Bannantine Lord Eglinton indicated that he was reserving to
himself any sum of money derived from the church lands in excess
of the stipend of the minister. The presbytery accepted the
presentation, including this condition. But Witherspoon dis-
sented and carried a complaint to the General Assembly. The
Assembly dismissed the complaint and handed down a decision
thet the patron had a right to make such a condition as Lord
Eglinton had made; but this condition was not to be construed
as preventing the minister from seeking

an/

l. Ms. Records of the Presbytery of Irvine, March 28, 1751
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an curmentation of his stipend if there were ground for it.

Wither?f?on w-s not »resent at the admission of ilr. Bannantine

to Irvine.

The Assembly of 1751, before which Witherspoon presented
his appesl in the case of the settlement =t Irvine, is the
same Assembly at which he preached before the Lord High Com-
missionei?) As a member of this Assembly he heard the report
of the fziling cause of the augmentation of stipends, he
heard thdlengthy discussions of the Torphichen case, he wit-
nessed the beginning of the ascendancy of William Robertson,
then minister at Gladsmuir, to the leadership of the dominant

party in the church. This Assembly dealt with a number of

vexed settlements.

Witherspoon was increasingly in touch with the life of the
Church. Besides his attendance at Assemblies he was active in
his presbytery and synod. He sometimes preached for his
father at Gifford during communion sefsons. On one occasion
7illiam Robertson was one of the clergymen assisting witézﬁim.

In these first years of Witherspoon's ministry two con-
tested settlements of the usual kind, occurring in succession,
broucht/

1. ls. Records of the Presbytery of Irvine; ilorren, Annals of
the Assembly, vol. i. p. 2185 p. 367,
o, iis. Records of General Assembly, 1750-1753, p. 186.

3., Ms: Records of the Kirk-session-of'Yegster Pparish,
August 15, 1746
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brought the controversy over patronage to an issue. The

first was the Torphichen case; the second, the Inverkeithing

casete.

The minister of Torphichen, Mr. John Bonar, one of the
twelve lMarrow men, died in 1747, This left the highly
evangelical parish vacant. In order to meet tire delicate
question of a successor, Lord Torphichen, the patron, submitted
a leet of five candidates to the parish. One of these,

a Mr. Watson, received a call from twenty-four heritors, and
was therefore presented by the patron; but a majority of the
heritors, all but one of the four elders, and almost all the
heads of families percisted in demanding a Mr, Turnbull, whose
name, despite their petition, had not appeared on the leet.

The Presbytery of Linlithgow referred the Torphichen case to
the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, " hose decision in favour
of Watson vas confirmed by the Assembly of 1749, In 1750 and,
again, in 1751, on =z reference from the synod, in consequence
of the presbytery's persistent delay of the ordination, the
same judgment vas given. On this, the third and last occasion,
the mutinous presbyters, after pleadins in vain their con-
scientious reluctance to fan the flame of secession, were
rebuked at the bar of the Assembly for their disobedience.,

A ¢cmnittee was appointed, with or without their concurrence,

to/
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to ordain the presentee. This committee was the last (1)
1
"riding committee"; William Robertson ws s a member of it,.

From this censure against the Presbytery of Linlithgow
Principal Wishart and twenty-two others dissented; they con-
sidered it harsh and unnecessary. More extreme in the
opposite direction was the motioncof John Home to suspend
the presbytery; he was seconded by William Robertson. It
was the first time either had spoken in the Assembly.
Robertson took the opnortunity of unfolding those principles
of ecclesiastical government which were next year acted upon
in the case of Inverkeithing, and which fpimed the guide
of his policy when he established himsel: as leader of the
Moderate Party a decade afterwards. The way in which the
Torphichen cas= rebounded from court to court, and the contra-
dictory results arrived at during its litigation certainly
weighed in the arguments for the exercise of more vigour,

as well as uniformity, in the discipline of the churche.

The settlement of a new minister at Inverkeithing was

already assuming a serious aspect when the cese ccme before the
(2°
Assezibly in 1750. A veeczney had occurred at Inverkeithing

in/

2. Morren, Annals of the Assembly, vol. i, pp. 156, 181, 198,

367
2. Morren, Annals o7 the Assembly, vol. i, p. 182.



0
)

in 1749, The coniregation mdrderated a kind of ceall to 2n
=n~lish dissenting minister, a Lr. sdam. They were not

very serious in the »nrosecution of this "e~1l", but they were
determined at =211 events that they would not accept the
minister of Broughton, lir. ichardson,of irreproachable
attainments and character, who, with the concurrence of several

3

aristocratic heritors, 3 been presented by the patron,.

The Presbytery of Dunfermline deferred to the wishes of the
people and refused to induct .ir. Richardson. The potron
appealed to the Synod of rife, who in turn referred the matter
to the Commission o%?issembly. The call to Richardson

was sust:ined by the Commission, but the presbytery refused

to sive effect to this decision. The Cormission of 1751
insisted on the ovresbytery's compliance with the former
decisions and even threatened "very high censure" if they
disobeyééz The presbytery, however, continued to disobey.

If any o»resbytery had grounds for osposing a forced settlement
the Presbytery of Dunfermline had; they had seen the lecders
of the Secession withdraw from their own fellowship twenty years
earlier. They were chary of any action that might fan this
fire agagiz

when the Commission met again they had reversed their

attitude toward the Dunfermline Iresbytery. They admitted

the/

1. lorren, Annals of the Assembly, vol. ii, pp. 222-227.
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the reasons alleged by the presbytery for their continued

disobedience; they not only inflicted no censure but they

relieved the presbytery by devolving their task upon the
synode. This solution of the cese by the Commission was
bitterly attacked, even by the members of the Commission
itself; a minority, led by willi~m Robertson, dissented from
the decision and published their reasons for dissent, This

Reasons for Dissent was immediately looked upon as the mani-

festo of the Moderate Party. It was answered by the Popular
(1)

Party with an equally ultimate statement of their views.,

The case of Inverkeithing was still unsettled and came up

before the Assembly again, in 1752,

The Assembly flatly reversed the lenient decision of the
March Commissgg;. A resolution, agreed to without a vote,
‘expressed the opinion that the Commission had exceeded their
powers. On the same day a drastic motion was passed ordering
the entire Presbytery of Dunfermline to meet at Inverkeithing
on the fourth day for the purpose of admitting the presentee,
raising the quorum from three to five (a number which it was

known could not be obtained), and requiring every clerical

member to appear on the fifth day a2t the bar of the Assembly
to/

l. Morren, Annals of the Assembly, vol. ii, pp. 228-260
2. Stevart, Life of Robertson, P, 171
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to answer for his conducte. FProm the examination on that day

it appeared thot only three of the presbytery had been present
at Inverkeithing for the induction and had been unable to act
as they had not a quorum. Six mutineers gave in their defence
in written form, which they refused to modify or retract.
The Asseinbly resolved that one of the six should be deposed.
The next day Gillespie of Carnock presented a '"humble represen-
tation" in his own name, It is probably owing to this cir-
cumstance, and to the fact that he had been ordcined by a
sect of =Znslish Independents that the vote of deposition fell
on him. He felt himself a martyr and closed his reply to
the loderator's sentence of depos tion thus: "I rejoice that
to me it is given in behalf of Christ, not only to believe
on him, but also to suffer for his saézg. The sentence of
depostion was .deb ted by subseguent Assemblies, but he wrs
never reponed. In 1761 Gillespie j ined Boston of Jedburgh
and one other to form the Presbytery of Relgzg.

Richardson wos finally admi:ted to Inverkeithiggz but
three ministers of the presbytery who were absent from the

induction service without excuse continued for thirteen years

under a sentence which suspended each one of them from acting

in/

l. Morren, Annals of the “ssembly, vol. i, p. 263,
e Morren, Annals of the Assembly, vol. i, P. 271,

2

3. OStruthers, History of the Rielief Church, P. 161
4, Morren, Annals of the ~scembly, vole i, pe 272.
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in any church court but his own session.
The cleavage between parties was sharp. The Moderates

rallied around the principles set forth in the Reasons for

Dissent.“ The Answers to the Reasons for Dissent was the

manifesto of the Popular Party. Both parties held that the
Church could prosper only under the exercise of strong
authority by the General Assembly. But the Popular Party

said the Church could not prosper unless the rights of individ-
uals were considered. The Moderates held that freedom could
exist only on the basis of law which all accept. The Pdpular
Party maintained that law can exist only vhere due protecticn
is accorded the individual. This dilemma is common to all
forms of representetive governmeéf?

The Moderate Party was the dominant party, the Popular, the
minority party. The Moderates, after the usual practice of
dominant parties, stood on the principle of authority; the
other party, being the opposition, was true to type in assert-
ing the rights of the individual. The Moderate Party had
just begun to control the Assembly. In the Assembly of 1751
Robertson was able to muster only eleven votes, and these had
been corralled from "a select company of fifteen" who "were
called together in a tavern/

l. Morren, Annals of the Assembly, vol. i, p. 274

2. A Just View of the Constitution of the Church of Scotland-
A Juster View of the Constitution of the Church of Scotlaﬁd
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tavern, a ni§ht or two before the case was to be debested in
i

the Assembly". In the Assembly the next rear in the vote to

depose one of the Presbyterypf Dunfermline, Robertson wes
able to marshall a majority of 93-65. ifter the deposition
of Gillespie fhe Moderates entered upon fifty years of un-
rivalied supremacy in the Church., The first twenty years

Robertson was the acknowledged leader of the dominant party.

The Moderates found the government =nd the landed classes
on their side as a result of the abortive effort of the Church
to secure from Parliament the augnmentation of the stipends
of the clergye. The Assembly of 1750 resolved to epproach
Parliament for financial relief. They had every right to
expect it, both because the clerical loyalty to the Haznoveriens
had been of great value to the government in the Uprising in
1745, and beczuse the stipends had not been increased to keep
pace with the costs of living. The lznded class opposed the
augmentation scheme with all their power, both in the Assembly
and at Westminster. The claims of the Church were rejected.
Parliam-nt cast reflections upon the haphazard enforcement
of the law of patronage and reminded t e Church that she
should be more careful cbout obeying the laws before esking
for increased stipenéiz The crovn controlled one-third of
the/

1. Carlyle, Autobiography, Dpe 257,
5. iorren, Annals of the Assembly, vol. i. pp. 370-376.
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the livings in 3cotlond; the nobles another cne-third.

They resolved to assert their influence in the Church by the
more rigourous exercise of their rights as patrons. Thus
it waz that the lloderates found their policy backed by the

government and the landed clesses.

The controversy over patronage was the expression of a
more basic difference between the Loderstes and their oppon-
ents, the Zopular Party. - Th- difference lay hbetween the
humanism of the lloderates and the evangelicalism of the Popular
Party. During the first half of the century the austere
religious character of Scotland was disintegrating. The
growth of interest and employment in trade gave new occupations
to the peopnle and new outlets to their energies. Social life
began to change. As long as there was social stagnation their
thoughts remained in the old grooves. But with changes men
began to discuss material concerns more and spiritual concerns
less; fuller intercourse with the world rubbed off many a
prejudice. Increased identification with England opened -
more cosmopolitan life to all classes of the rising generation.

The “hurch and the character of the clergy were naturally
affected by these changes. The party that followed Robertson
was an intellectual and liberalising, as well as an ecclesias-

tical force.

In/
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In the first half of the century the church began to

bresk with the past, and its narrow theological views. The

Assembly of 1720 condemned the Marrow of vivinity; Professor

Simson's heresy charges were dismissed by 2 later Assembly
(1)

with only  an admonition to the inoffensive old manj Professor
Campbell, who was later to answer Hume, survived a charge of
heresy in 1735 in connection with his pamphlet, Apostles No

(2)
Enthusiasts. The humenistic philosophy of Shaffesbury,

expounded and sytematized by a Glasgow professor, Francis
Hutcheson, had =2 wide influence. Simson's opinions, vhich
hzd been condemned as too favourable to nature and to reason
hasd anticipated to some extent Hutcheson's new "gospel",

He disputed no dogma, and taught no heresy as he discussed the
beauty of mor#1l virtue, and descanted on the "harmony of the
passions"” and the dignity of human nature. His personality
was a2ttrective, his methods of teaching were originzal., He
lectured in English inste:-d of Latin. But he aroused rather -
than controlled the new spirit. Some of his pupils preferred
the master to the disciple and openly avowed their admir<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>