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Y ro O K IL

Of the different Progrefs of 0pulence m differeng =

Nations.

€ H A P I.
Of the natyral Progrefs of Oj;zzlence;

TH’ E great commerce of every civilized fociety, is tha*f carried C HA P,
on between the inhabitants of the town and thofe of the ' ,,,,..,_ﬁ‘ .

country. Itconfifts in the exchange of rude for manufactured pro-

duce, either immediately, or by the intervention of momney, or of .

fome fort of paper which reprefents money. The country fupplies
the town with the means of fubfiftence, and the materials of ma-
- nufaéture, The town repays this fupply by fending back a part
of the manufaétured produce to the inhabitants of the country.

The town, in which there neither is nor can be any reproduction

of fubftances, may very properly be faid to gain its whole wealth

and fubfiftence from the country. We muft not, however, upon
this account, imagine that the gain of the town is the lofs of the

country. The gams of both are mutual and reciprocal, and the

divifion of labour is in this, as in all other cafes; advantageous to
alt the different perfons employed in the various occupations into
~ whicl it is fubdivided. The inhabitants of the country purchafé of
the town a greater quantity of mantfactured goods, with the pro-
duce of a such fmaller quantity of their own labour, than they
muft have employed had they attempted to prepare them themfelves.
The town affords a maxkeg for the furplus produce of the country,

+ie
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460 . THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF

B CI)I? or what is over and above the maintenance of the cultivators, and
v it is there that the inhabitants of the country exchange it for fome-
thing elfe which isin demand among them. The greater the num-

ber and revenue of the inhabitants of the town, the more extendive

is the market which it affords to thofe of the country; and the'rhbre

extenfive that market, it is always the more advantageous to a greag

number. The corn which grows within a mile of the town, fells

fhere for the fame price with that which comes from twenty miles.

diftance. But the price of the latter muft generally, not only pay

the expence of raifing and bringing it to market, but afford toe

the ordinary profits of agriculture to the farmer. The proprietors.

and cultivators of the country, therefore, which lies eithe
neighbourhood "of the town, over'and above the ordinary profits

of agriculture, gain, in the price of what they fell, the whole value

~ of the carriage of the like produce that is brought from more diftant
0% parts, and they fave, befides, the whole value of this carriage in.
%{Lf;@ the price of what they b_uy,?”  Compare the cultivation of the lands.

Tyon ﬁ]w M in the neighbourhood of any confiderable town, with that of thofe
"_,M( %ﬁ“which lic at-fome diftance from it, and. you. will' eafily fatisfy
A &“’f G yourfelf how much the country is benefited by the commerce of the
(4 il town. Among all the abfurd fpeculations that have been pro-
Love "agated conc}eming,‘thc«balancc‘of.trade, it has never been pretended:

W‘:dﬁthat either, the country lofes by-its commerce with the town,, ar
Foat &) é; the town by that with the country. which maintains it..
“//; — As -'fubfrf’cencesiys', in the nature of things, prior to conveniency:
Ly and luxury, fo the induftry which procures. the former, mufb
s Lt peceffarily be prior to. that which minifters to-the latter.. The
_[-a,.;}(d ; I . ; , .
,,m"”j e cultivation  and improvement of ‘thc coun‘?r‘yg,‘ thercib.xe,, whichy

Bayide Jorod gffords fubfiftence, muft, neceffarily, be prior- to. the - increafe of B
et b g ’heitown,-w_hich»fqrniﬂ)cs- only the means of conveniency and luxury 4 '
o< o It 1s the furplus produce of the country only, or what is:over and
: | | o * .- above

e R
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THE WEALTH OF NATIONS. T 3

habove the maintenance of the cultivators, that conftitutes the fubfift- CHAP,
ence of the town, which can therefore increafe only with the increafe -.a-:»--J
of this furplus produce. The town, indeed, may not always derive ‘
itg,whole fubfiftence from the countr y in its nelghbomhood oreven )
uﬁr@mﬁthe territory to which it belongs, but from + very diftant coun-
trigs;; and this, though it forms mo exception from the general
;,,ullei, has occafioned confiderable variations in the progrefs of -
opmlkgncc in different ages and nations,
sy _
. Fuat order of thmgs Wthh necefﬁty impofes in general, though
'xm every particular country, is, in every particular country,
' pmmoted by the natural inclinations of man. If human inftitus
»sthors thad  never thwarted thofe natural inclinations, the towns
1dould no where have increafed beyond what the improvement and
Igiltivation of the territory in which they were fituated could fup~
"”poxt till fuch time, at leaft, as the whole of that territory was
bebmpletcily cultivated and improved. Upon equal, or nearly equal
fp&loﬁts, moft men will chufe to employ their capitals rather in the -
- improvement and cultivation of land, than either in manufaétur es.
or in foreign trade. The man who employs his capital in land,
has it more under his view and command, and his fortune i's»muchﬁ
lefs liable to accidents than that of the trader, who is obliged fre
quently to commit it, not only to- the winds and the waves, but
to the more uncertain elements of human folly and injuftice, by
giving great credits in diftant countries to-men, with whofe cha-
ralter and fituation he can feldom be. thoroughly acquamted
The capital of the landlord;: on the eontr ary, which is fized in the
mmovcment of his land, feems to bz as well fecured as the nature:.
of human affairs can admit of.. The beauty of the country befides,
the pleafures of a. country.life, the tranquillity of mind which ir
pxomlﬁ,s, and wherever the injuftice: of human laws dogs not’
shﬁ:mb it,, the mdependency which. it really aﬁoxds, ‘have charms®
_— that.
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BOOK that more or kefs atral every body; and as to cultivate the ground
L,.E.E.,_; was the original deftination of man, fo in every ftage of his

exiftence he feems to retzin a predileCtion for this primitive
employment.

WitnouT the affiftance of fome artificers, indeed, the cul-
tivation of land canmot be carried on, but with great incon-
veniency and continual interruption. Smiths, carpemnters, wheel«
wrights, and plough-wrights, mafons, and bricklayers, tanners,
fhoemakers, and taylors, are people, whofe fervies the farmer
has frequent occafion for. ~ Such artificers too ftand, occafionally, .
in need of the affiftance of one another; and as their refidence is
wnot, like that of the farmer, neceffarily tied down to a precife
fpot, they naturally fettle in the neighbourhood of one amother,
and thus form a finall town or village. 'The butcher, the brewer,
and the baker, foon join them, together with many other artificers
and retailers, neceffary or ufeful for fupplying their occafional
W»ants,r and who contribute fill further to augment the town.
The inhabitants of the town and thofe of the country are, =

mutually, the fervants of one another. The town is a continuab

fair or market, to which the inhabitants of the country refort
in order to exchange their rude for manufatared produce. It
is this commerce which fupplies the mhalmtam«ts of the town both'

with the materials of their work, and the means of their fubfiffence. ;
 The quantity of the finifhed work which they fll to the in-

habitants of the country, neceflarily regulates the quantity of the
materials and provifions which they buy. Neither their employ-
ment nor fubfiftence, therefore, can augment, but in proportion te: .

the augmentation of the demand from the country for ﬁniﬂie’d‘

work ; and this demand can augment only in propomon to the
extenfion: of 1mprovement and cultivation. Had human inflitu-

tions, therefore, never daﬁurbed the naturapli couzfe of things, the

7 progrefﬁve
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~ progreﬁive wealth and increafe of the towns would, in every CHIA P.
political fociety, be confequential, and in proportion to the ime teeyemd
provement and cultivation of the territory or country.

In our North American colonies, where uncultwated Iand
is ftill to be had upon eafy terms, no manufa&ures for diftant fale
have ever yet been eftablithed in any of their towns. When an
artificer has acquired a little more ftock than is neceffary for
carrying on his own bufinefs in fupplying the neighbouring countrys;.
he does not, in North America, attempt to eftablith with it a
manufacture for more diftant fale, but employs it in the purchafe
and improvement of uncultivated land. From artificer he be-
comes planter, and neither the large wages nor the eafy fubfiftence
which that country affords to artificers, can bribe him rather to work
for other people than for himfelf. He feels that an artificer is the
fervant of his cuftomers, from whom he derives his fubﬁﬂence but
that a planter who cultivates his own land, and derives his neceffary
fubfiftence from the labour of his own famﬂy, 1s really a maﬁcl,
and independent of all the world,

In countries, on the contrary, where there is either no un
eultivated land, or none that can be had upon: eafy terms, every
artificer who has aequired more ftock than he can employ in the
oecafional jobs of the neighbourhood, endeavours to: prepare
work for more diftant fale. The fmith erefts fome fort of
iron, the weaver fome fort of linen or woollen manufactory..
‘Fhole different manufattures come, in. procefs of time; to be
gradually fubdivided, and thereby imiproved and refined in a
great. variety of ways, which may eafily be conceived, and thch
it s tlmrefmemmmceifary to explain any further.. C
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T fecking for employment to a capital, manufactures are, uporn

‘equal or nearly equal profits, naturally preferred to foreign

commerce, for the fame reafon that agriculture is naturally
preferred to manufactares: As the capital of the landlord
or farmer is more fecure than that of the manufafturer, {0
the capital of the manufacurer, being at all times more within
his view and command, is more f{ecure than that of the foreigxf
merchant. In every period, indeed, of every fociety, the furplus
part both of the rude and manufactured produce, or that for which -
there is no demand at home, muft be, fent abroad in order to

be exchanged for fomething for which there is fome demand
at home. But whether the capital, which carries this farplus

- produce abroad, be a foreign or a domeftick one, is of very

ittle importance. If the fociety has not acquired fufficient capita]
Loth to cultivate all its lands, and  to manufafture in the com-
pleateft manner the whole of their rude produce, there is ‘even
a confiderable advantage that it fhould be exported by a foreign
capital, in order that the ‘whole ftock of the fociety may be
employed in more ufeful purpofes. The wealth of ancient Egypt,
that of China and Indoftan, fufficiently demonftrate that a

pation may attain a very high degree of opulence, though

the greater part of its exportation trade be carried on. by |
foreigners. ‘The progrefs of - our North American and Weft
Indian colonies would have been much lefs rapid, had no capital
but what belonged to-themfelves been employed in exporting their
furplus produce. o '

Accorping to the natural coufe of things, ‘therefore, the
greater part of the capital of every growing {ociety is, firft, -
direted to agriculture, af’;erwards to manufadtures, ‘and laft

“of all to foreign commerce. This order of things is fo very.
“patural, that in every fociety that had any territory, it has

-always,




THE WEALTH OF NATIONS.

always, I believe, been in fome degree obferved. Some of their
lands muft have been cultivated before any confiderable towns
could be eftablithed, and fome fort of coarfe mduﬁry of the
manufaturing kind muft have been carried on in thofe towns,

before they could well think of employing thcmfelves In foreign

commet ce.

But though this natural order of things muft have taken place
in fome degree in every fuch fociety, it has, in- all the modern
ftates of Europe, been, in many refpects, intirely inverted,
The foreign commerce of fome of their cities has introduced all
their finer manufattures, or fuch as were fit for diftant falc,
and manafaltures and foreign corhmerce together, have glven

birth to the principal improvements of agriculture. The manners

and “cuftoms which the nature of their original government in-
tioduced, and which remained after that government was greatly
altered, neceﬂ'auly forced them into th1s unnatural and retro~
grade oxdel.

Vor.lL 30
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CHAP IL

OF the Difeouragement of Agriculture in the antient State of Europe
: after the Fall of the Roman Empire.

" ﬁ T HEN the German and *Scythian nations over-ran the

weftern provinces of the Roman empire, the confufions -
which followed fo great a revolution lafted for feveral centuries.
The rapine and violence which the barbarians exercifed againft
the antient inhabitants, interrupted the commerce between the
towns and the coun'tr‘y. The towns were deferted, and the country

was 1eft uncultivated, and the weftern provinces of Europe, which

had enjoyed a confiderable degree of opulence under the Roman
empire, funk into the Tloweft flate of p‘over'ty' and :barbai'ifm.
During the continuance of thofe confufions, the chicfs and princi-
pal leaders of thofe nationg, acquired or ufurped to themfelves the
greater part of the lands of thofe countries. A great part of

" them was uncultivated ; but no part of them, whether cultivated

or uncultivated, was left without a proprietor. = All of them were
engroffed, and the greater part by a few great proprietors,

Tais original engroffing of uncultivated lands, though a great,
might have been but a tranfitory evil. ‘They might foon have
been divided again, and broke into fmall parcels either by fuc-
ceffion or by alienation. 'The law of primogeniture hindered them
from being divided by fucceflion : the introduétion of entails pre-
vented their being broke into {mall parcels by alienation.

WaenN land, like f moveables, is confidered as the means:only
of fubfiftence and enjoyment, the natural law of {ucceffion divides

it, -
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it, like them, among all the children of the famﬂy, of all of
whom the fubfiftence and enjoyment may be fuppofed equally dear
to the father. 'This natural law ef fucceflion accordingly took place
among the Romans, who made no more diftintion between elder
and younger, between male and female, in the inheritance of
lands, than we do in the diftribution of moveables. But when land
was “confidered as the means, not of fubfiftence merely, but of
power and protection, it was thought better that it fhoi)ld defcend
undivided to one. In thofe diforderly times, every great landlord
was afort of petty prince. His tenants were his fubjedts. He
was their judge, and in fome refpects their legiflator n peace, and
thcxr leader in war,  He made war according to his own difcretion,.
ﬁequcnﬂy agaxnf’c his neighbours, and fometimes again{t his fove-
reign. The fecurity of a landed eftate, therefore, the proteéction,
which its owner could afford to thofe who dwelt on it, depended
upon its greatnefs. "To divide it was to ruin it, and to expofe every
part of it to be opprefled and fwallowed up by the incurfions of
its neighbours. The law of primogeniture, therefore, came to
take place, not immediately, indeed, but in procefs of time, in

the {fucceffion  of landed ef’cates, for the fame reafon that it has

generally taken place in that of monarchies, though not always at
their firft inftitution. That the power, and confequently the fecu-

rity of the monarchy, may not be weakened by divifion, it muft
defcend entire to' one of the children. To which of them fo im-

portant 4 preference fhall be’ given, muft be determined by fome

general rule, founded not upon the doubtful diftintions of per~
fonal merit, but upon fome plain and evident difference which can
admit of no difpute. Among the children of the fame family,
there can be no ihdifplitable difference but that of fex, and that
of age. . The male fex i 1s univerfally preferred to the female; and

when all other things are equal, the clder every where takes pIacc
302 o -of
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of the younger. Hence the‘origin of the right of primogeniture,
and of ‘what is called lineal fucceflion. -

L.aws frequently continue in force long after the circumftances,
which firft gave occafion to them,. and which could alone render
them reafonable, are no more, In the prﬁferit ftate of Europe,
the proprictor of a fingle acre of land is as perfeétly fecure of his
pofleffion as the proprietor of a hundred thoufand. ‘The right of
primogeniture, however, {till continues to be refpected, and as
of ail inftitutions it is the fitteft to fupport the pride of family
diftinStions, it is ftill likely to endure for many centuries. In
every other refpect, nothing can be more contrary to the real in-
tereft of a numerous family, than a right which, in order to enrich
one, beggars all the reft of the children.

r Entairs are the natural confequences of the law of primo-
geniture. They were introduced to preferve a certain lineal fuc-
ceffion, of which the law of primogeniture firft gave the idea,
and to hinder any part of the original eftate from being carried out
of the propofed line cither by gift, or devife, or alienation ; either
by the folly, or by the misfortune of any of its fucceflive owners.
They were altogether unknown to the 'Romans. Neither their
(abftitutions nor fideicommiffes bear any refemblance to entails,
though fome French lawyers have thought proper to drefs the
modern inftitution in the language and form of thofe antient

ones.

Wuen great landed effates were a fort of principalities, entails
might not be unreafonable. Like what are called the fundamental
laws of fome monarchies, they might frequently hinder the fecurity

- {_ of thoufands from being endangered by the: caprice or extravagance
‘f;;"‘"""'. M of one man. But in the prefent flate of Europe, when fmall as
vy W " ‘ ‘ LT ' Co Twell

»
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well as great cftates derive their fecurity from the laws of their CHAP,
country,* nothing can be more compleatly abfurd. They are u—g—-..:
founded upon the moft abfurd of all fuppofitions, the fuppoﬁtlon"’ﬂwl‘m wadiey foa
that every fucceffive genera‘uon of men have not an equal right Caire wmnot Be b
to the earth, and to all that it poflefles; but that the property of L im, Vi GTG’W fleced
the prefent generatxon fhould be reftrained and regulated according (e g
to the fancy of thofe who died perhaps five hundred years ago. banded eobaXeq)| |
Entails, however, are fill refpected tlnough the greater part of twfeveed tF w o pl
[ Europe, in thofe countries pdltlculax]y in which noble birth is= Jerery o ey, £
|

a neceflary qualification for the enjoyment either of civil or military She terdey el ﬁﬁﬂ%
honours. Entails are thought neceffary for mamtamlng this ex- ‘o viglats. Bk
clufive privilege of the nobility to the great offices and honours ° ‘?“W ferres ﬁ-; ﬂ
of their country; and that order having ufurped one unjuft ad- Geckdioicin wé ?’3\,@
vantage over the reft of their fellow citizens, left their poverty esbuitel— 15 &We‘;s
fhould render it ridiculous, it is thought reafonable that they fhould (Whe oy W
have another, The common law of England, indeed, is faid to Vol “eg
abhor perpetuities, and they are accordingly more reftrifted there ™ "”"} aae

* than in any other European monarchy ; though even England js x%" }'Wﬁﬁl
not altogether without them. In Scotland more than one- ﬁftf;;;‘} WA 0ty
perhaps more than one-third.part of the whole lands of the country, MJ—“@ bns

are at prefent under fhict entail. : = fever £ 100 W '
' “Wﬁ.w\ s agLe tw{' Ul A4
GrEAT trafts of uncultivated land were, in this manner; not e»‘mz“&g) e e Jrq i;

only engroffed. by particular families, but the poffibility of their , “MJM boin |
being divided again was as much as poffible- piecluded forever. gy, .
It feldom happens, however, that a great proprietor is a great 03( {Vm o Wl _wgf;}
improver. In the d1forde11y times which gave birth to thofe bar- b i m?“u
barous inftitutions, the great proprietor was fufficiently employcd (T haldeved Ww
in defending his own territories, or in extending his j,urifdié’tion g AT e e
and authority over thofe of his neighbours. He had no leifure 0., o) _ W
attend to the cultivation and improvement of land. When the 4 g

eftablithment of law and order afforded him this leifure, he often ?‘
wanted the inclination, and almoft always the requiﬁtc« abilities. If

Yook ‘ the

WLWMWW
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B(% I(l?K the expence of his' houfe and perfon either equalled or exceeded
wsmu his revenue, as it did very frequently, he had no ftock to

employ in this manner. If he was an ccconomift; he generally
found it more profitable to employ his annual favings in new
purchafes, than in the improvement of his old efate. To im-
prove land with profit, like all other commercial projeéts, re-
quires an exalt attention to {mall favings and {mall gains, of which
a man born to a great fortune, even though nat‘uralvly‘ frugal, is

“very feldom capable. T he fituation of fuch a perfon naturally

difpofes him to attend rather to ornament which pleafes his fancy,
than to profit for which he has fo little occafion. 'The-elegance of

his drefs, of his egquipage, of his houfe, and houfhold furniture,

are objets which from his infancy he has been accuftomed to have
fome anxiety about. The turn of mind which this “habit natu-
rally forms, follows him when he comes to think of the improve-

" ment of land.  Fle embellithes perhaps four or five hundred acres

in the neighbourhood of his houfe, at ten times the expence which

the land 1 worth after all' his improvements ; and finds that if

he was to improve his whole eftate in the fame manner, and he
has little tafte for any other, he would be a bankrupt before he
had finifhed the tenth part of it. ~‘There fill rerhain in both parts

~ of the united kingdom fome. great eftates which have continued

without interruption in the hands of the fame “fa:mily\ fince the
fimes of feudal anarchy. Compare the prefent -condition of thofe
eltates with the poffeflions of the {mall proprietors in their neigh-

" pourhood, and you will require no other argyment to convince

you how unfavourable fach extenfive property is to improve-
ment, ) ‘ ‘
Ir little improvement was to be expected from fuch great pro-

Jrietors, fill lefs was to be hoped‘ for from thqi’e who occupied
-he land under them. In the antient fate of Europe, the occupiers

_of land were all tenants at will, They were all or almoft all flaves;

' » but
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but their flavery was of a milder kind than that known among CHAP.
the antient Greeks and Romans, or even in oup Weft Indian colo- twmyuy

nies. They were fuppofed to belong more direétly to the land
than to their mafter. They could, therefore, be fold with it,
but not feparately. They cou’ld‘ marry, provided it was with the
confent of their mafter; and he could not afterwards diffolve the
marriage by felling the man and wife to different perfons, If he
maimed or murdered any of them, he was liable to fome penalty,
though generally but to a finall one. They were not, however,
capable of acquiring property.  Whatever they acquired was ac-
quired to their mafter, and he could take it from them at pleafure.
Whatever cultivation and improvement could be carried on by means
of fuch flaves, was properly carried on by their mafter, It was
at his expence. The feed, the cattle, and the inflruments of
hufbandry were all his. It was for his benefit. - Such flaves could
acquire nothing but their daily mainfenance. It was properly the
proprietor himfelf, therefore, that, in this cafe, ‘occupied his own

lands, and cultivated them by his own bondmen, "This fpecies of *

flavery ftill fubfifts in Ruffia, Poland, Hungary, Bohemia, Mo-
ravia, and other parts of Germany, It is-only in the weftern and
fouth-weftern provinces of Europe, that it has gradually been
abolifhed altogether, :

Bur if great improvements are feldom to be expeted from
 great proprietors, they are leaft of all to be expefted when they
employ flaves for their workmen, ‘The experience of all ages and
nations, . I ‘believe, demonftrates that the work done by - flaves,
~ though it appears to coft only their maintenance, is in the end the

deareft of any. A perfon who can -acquire no property;tcan have -t

no other intereft but to eat as much, and to labour as little as pof-
{ible. 'Whatever work he does beyond what is fufficient to pur~
chafe his own maintenance, can be fqueezed out of him by vio-

o
oy

i In ant orecellfi bl iDrd
lenceonly, and not by any intereft of his own. In antient Italy, f { LByl
Vor. I, - 304 " how
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‘how ‘much the cultivation of corn degenerated, how unprofitable
4t became to the mafter when it fell under the management of | ‘
{laves, is remarked by both Pliny and Columella, In the time
of Ariftotle it had not been much better in antient Greece. Speak-
ing of the ideal republic defcribed in the laws of Plato, to main-

tain five thoufand idle men (the number of warriors fuppofed

neceffary for its defence) together with their women and fervants,
would require, he fays, a territory of boundlefs extent and fertility,
like the plains of Babylon. ’ o

Tue pride of man makes him love to domineer, and nothing
mortifies him fo much as to be obliged to condefcend to perfuade his
infcriors. V Wherevcr'the law allows it, and the nature of the work
can afford it, therefore, he will generally prefer the fervice of flaves
to that of freemen. The planting of fugar and tobacco can afford
the expence of (lave-cultivation.  The raifing of corn,. it {eems,
in the prefent times, cannot. Invthe Englifh colonies, of which
the principal produce is corn, the far greater part of the work is
done by freemen. The late refolution of the quakers in Penfyl-
vania to fet at liberty all their negroe flaves, may fatisfy us that
their number cannot be very great. Had they made any confiderable
part of their property, fach a refolution could never have beew
agreed to. In our fugar colonies, on the contrary, the whole work
is done by flaves, and in our tobacco colonies a very great part of
it. 'The profits of a fugar-plantation in any of our Weft Indian
colonies are generally much greater than thofe. of any other cul-
tivation that is known either in Europe or America: And the profits
of a tobacco plantation, though inferior to thofe of fugar, are
fuperior to thofe of corn, as has already been obferved. Both can .
afford the expence of flave-cultivation, but fugar car afford it {till
better than tobacco. The number of negroes accordingly is much
greater, in proportion to that of whites, in our f{ugar tham inowr

“tobacco.colonics
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_To the flave cultivators of antient times, gradually fucceeded CHHA P.

a fpecies of farmers known at prefent in France by’ the name of
Metayers. 'They are called in Latin Coloni Partiarii. They have
been {o long in difufe in England that at prefent I know no Englifh
name for them. The proprietor furnithed them with the feed,

cattle, and inftruments of hufbandry, the whole ftock, in fhort,

neceflary for cultivating the farm. ‘The produce ‘was divided

equally between the proprietor and the farmer, after fetting afide
what was judged neceffary for keeping up the ftock, ‘which was re-
ftored to the proprictor when the farmer either quitted or was:
turned out of the farm.. ' ' o

 Lanp occupied by fuch tenants is properly ‘cultivated at the
expence of the proprietor, as much as that occupied by {laves.
There is, however, one very effential - difference between them.
Such tenants, being freemen, are capable of acquiring property,
and ‘having a certain proportion of the produce of the land, they
have a plain intereft that the: whol¢ produce fhould be as great as
poffible, ‘in order that their owh proportion niay be-fo. - A flave,
on ‘the “contrary, who can acquire nothing but his: maintenance,
confialts his own cafe by making the land produce as little as pof=
fible, over and above that maintenance. - It is probable that it was
pai'tly npon account of this advantage, and partly upon account
of the encroachments which the fovereign, always jealous of the
great lords, gradilaily encouraged their villains to make upon their
authority, and’ which feerh “at “laft to- have been -fich as rendered
this fpéciéS"of fervitude altogether inconvenient, that tenure in

villanage gradu'alljrwore'dut vthroug‘h‘the greater part of Europe. ..

The time and manner, however, in which fo important a revo-

lation was brought about, is ‘one of the moft obfeure points in
modern biftery. The chirch of Rome claims great merit i it;
and it is certain“that fo carly as the tyvelfth contury,’ Alexander I11.

Vor. I. a7 ' publifhed
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publithed a bull for the general emancipation of flaves, Tt feems,
however, to have been rather a pious exhortation, than a law té
which exalt obedience was required from the faithful, Slavery
continued to take place almoft univerfally for feveral centuries after-
wards, till it was gradually abolithed by the joint operation of the
two inferefts above mentioned, that of the proprietor on the one
hand, and that of the fovereign on the other. A villain enfran-
chifed, and at the fame time allowed to continue in pofleffion of
the land, having no ftack of his own, could cultivate it only by
means of what the landlord advanced to him, and muft, therefore, -
bave been what the French call a Metayer. '

I't could never, however, be the intereft even of this Iaft Ipecies
of cultivators to lay out in the further improvement of the land,
any part of the little flock which they might fave from their own
fhare of the produce, becaufe the lord, who laid out nothing, was

~ to get one-haif of whatever it produced. The tithe, which is but

a tenth of the produce, is found to be a very great hinderance to-
improvement, A tax, therefore, which amounted to one half,
muft have been an effeCtual bar toit. It might be the intereft of
a metayer to make the land produce as much as could be brought
out of it by means of the ftock furnifhed by the proprietor: but
it could never be his. intercﬁ to mix any part of his own with.
it.. In France, where five parts out of fix of the whole kingdom
are faid to be fhill occupied by this {pecies of cultivators, the pro-
prietors complain that their metayers take every opportunity of
employing the mafters cattle rather in carriage than in cultivation ;
becaufe in the one cafe they get the whole profits to themfelves, in

the other they fhare them with their landlord. = This fpecies of

" tenants fill fubfifts in fome. parts of Scotland. They are called

fieel-bow tenants. Thofe antient Englith tenants, who are faid
by chief Baron Gilbert and Doctor Blackftone to -have been rather

5 " ' bailiffs
o g
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bailiffs of the landlord than farmers properly fo called, were pro- C P%IA‘ P,

bably of the fame kind.

To this {pecies of tenancy fucceeded, though by very flow
degrees, farmers properly fo called, who cultivated the land with

their own ftock, paying a rent certain to the landlord. When fuch <[

farmers have a leafe for a term of years, they may fometimes find
it for their intereft to lay out part of their capital in the further
* improvement of the farm; becaufe they may fometimes expect to
recover it, with a large profit, before the expiration of the leafe.
The pofleffion even of fuch farmers, however, was long extreamly
precarious, and il is fo in many parts of Europe. They could
before the expiration of their term be legally outed of their leate,
by a new purchafer; in England, even by the fictitious action of a \
coramon recovery. If they were turned out illegally by the violence
of their mafker, the action by which they obtained redrefs was ex-
treamly imperfed. It did not always re-inftate them in the pof-
feflion of the land, but gave them damages which never amounted
to the real lofs. Even in England, the country perhaps of Europe
whete the yeomanry has always been moft refpected, it was not
#ill about the 14th of Henry the VIIth that the action of ejectment
was invented, by which the tenant recovers, not'damages only but
pofleffion, and in which his claim 1s not neceffarily concluded.by'
the uncertain decifion of a fingle aflize. This aftion has been
found fo effectual a remedy that, in the modern pratice,. when the
landlord has occafion to fue for the poffeflion of the land, he fe;ldoin
makes ufe of the aftions which properly belong to him as landlord,
the, writ of right' or the writ of enti‘y, but fues in the name of
his tenant, by the writ of ejeltment. In Englandg therefore, the
fecurity of the tenant is equal to that of the proprietor. In
England befides a leafe for life.of forty (hillings a year value is a
freehold, and.entitles the leflee to vote for.a member of parliament ;

’ 3P a2 | and
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BOOK and asa great part of the yeomanry have freeholds of this kind,
ey~ the whole order becomes refpectable to their landlords on account

of the political confideration which this gives them, Thereis, I
believe, nowhere inEurope, except in England, any inftance of
the tenant building upon the land of which he had no leafe, and
tryfting that the honour of his landlord would take no advantage
of fo important an improvement. Thofe laws and cuftoms fa
favourable to the yeomanry, have perhaps contributed more to the
prefent grandeur of England than all their boafted regulations of
commerce taken together.

Tuzr law which fecures the longeft leafes againit fucceflors of
every kind is, fo far as I know, peculiar to Great Britain., It was.
introduced into Scotland fo early as 1449, by alaw of James the I1d..
Its beneficial influence, however, has been much obftructed by
entails ; the heirs of entail being generally reftrained from letting
leafes for any long term of years, frequently for more than one
year. A late at of parliament has, in this refpect, fomewhat.
flackened their fetters, though they are fiill by much too ftrait.
In Scotland, befides, as no leafehold gives a vote for a member of
parliament, the yeomanry are upon this account lefs refpectable to,
their Jandlords than in England,

In other parts of E‘umpe, after it was found convenient to fecure:
tenants both againft heirs and purchafers, the term of their fecurity
was {till limited to a very fhort period; in France, for example,,
to nine years from the commencement of the leafe. . It has in that.
country, indeed, been lately extended to twenty feven, a. period.
ftill too fhort to encourage the tenant to make the moft i imporfant,
improvements. The proprietors of land were antiently the legif~
lators of every part of Europe. The laws relating to land, there-.

- fore, were all calculated for what they fuppofed the intereft of the

proprietor. It was for his 1ntere[’t they had imagihed, that no
4  leafe
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Teafe granted by any of his predeceffors fhould hinder him from CI—% IA P.
enjoying; during a long term of years, the full value of hisland, o
Avarice and injuftice are always fhort-fighted, and they did not

forefee how much this regulation muft obftruct improvement, and

thereby hurt in thelong run the real intereft of the landlord.

Tur farmers too, befides paying the rent, ‘were antiently, it
was fappofed, bound to perform a great number of fervices to-
the -landlord, which were feldom either fpecified in the leafe, or
regulated by any precifé rule, but by the ufe and’ wont of the
manor or barony. Thefe fervices, therefore, being almoft en-
tirely arbitrary; fubjected the teriant to many vexations. In Scot-
tand the abolitiomr of all fervices; not- precifely ftipulated in the
leafe, has in the courfe of a few years very much altered for the
better the condition-of the yeomanry of that country..

Tur publick férvices to which the yeomanry were bound, were:
not lefs arbitrary than the private ones. To make and maintain.
the high roads, a fervitude which fill fubfifts, I believe, every:
where, though with different degrees of oppreflion in different-
countries, was not the only one: When the king’s troop's,' when.
his houthold or his officers of any kind pafled through any part of
the country, the yeomanry were bound to provide them with horfess.
carriages, and provifions, at a price regulated by the purveyors:.
Great Britain is, I believe; the only monarchy in Europe where
the oppreflion of purveyance has been entirely abolifhed. = It fill.
{ubfifts in France and Germany:. N :

Tur publick taxes to which they were fubje@t were.as-irregular-
and oppreffive as the fervices. The antient lords, though extreém_ljr
unwilling to grant themfelves any pecuniary aid to their fovereign,
eafily allowed him to tallage, as they called it; their tenants, and'

' had:
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BQ E) K had not knowledge enough to forefee how much this muft in the
ey end affeét their own revenue. The taille, as it fhill fubfifts in France,

may ferve as an example of thofe antient tallages. It is a tax upon
the fuppofed profits of the farmer, which they eftimate by the
fock that he has upon the farm. It is his intereft, therefore, to
appear to have as little as poffible, and confequently to employ as
Iittle as poffible in its cultivation, and none in jts lmprovement,
Should aziy ftock happen to accumulate in the hands of a French
farmer, the taille is almoft equal to a prohibition of its ever being
employed upon the land, This tax befides is fuppofed to dithonour
whoever is fubjeft to i, and to degrade him below, not only
the rank of a gentleman, but that of a burgher, and whoever
rents' the lands of another becomes {ubjeét to it. No gentleman
nor even any burglg‘e‘r that has ftock will fubmit to this degradation,
This tax, therefore, not only hinders the ffock which accumulates
upon the land from being employed in its improvement, but drives
away all other ftock from it. The antient tenths and fifteenths, fo
ufual in England in former times, feem, fo far as they affected the
land, to have been taxes of the fame nature with the taille,

Uxper all thefe difc;ouragcinents; little improvement could be
expeted from the occupiers of land. ‘That order of people, with
all the liberty and fecurity which law .can give, muft always ifnprove
under great difadvantages. The farmer compared with the pro-

- prietor, is as a merchant who trades with borrowed money com-
Ppared with one who trades with his own. = The ftock of both may

improve, but that of the one, with only equal good conduét, muft
always improve more flowly than that of the other, on account of
the large- thare of the profits which is confumed by the intereft of
the loan. The lands cultivated by the farmer muft, in the fame
manner, with only equal good conduét, be improved more flowly
than thofe cultivated by the propictor; on account of the large

: : fhare
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fhave of the produce whichis confumed in the rent, and which, had C HIIA P..

the farmer been proprietor, he-might have employed in the further womy——a

improvement of the land. The ftation of a farmer befides i is, from
the nature of things,, inferior to. that of a proprietor. Through.
the greater part of Europe the yeomanry are regarded as an infe-

rior rank of people, even to the better fort of tradefmen and .

mechanics, and in all parts of Europe to the great merchants and.

;mafter manufacturers, It can feldom happen,. therefore, that a:

man of any confiderable ftock fhould quit the fuperior in order

to place himfelf in an-inferior ftation. Even in the prefent ftate:
of Europe, therefore, little ftock is likely to go from any other pro--

feflion to the improvement of land in the way of farming, More
does perhaps in: Great Britain than in- any other country, though

even there the great ftocks which are, in. fome: places, employed:
in farming, have generally been acquired by farming, the trade,,
perhaps,, in which of all others ftock is commonly acquired moft.

flowly.  After fmall PlOpI‘lCtOI‘S, however,. rich and great far-

mers are,. in. every. country, the principal i improvers. ‘There are

more fueh. perhaps in- England. than in any other European

monarchy. In the republican governments of Holland and of
Berne in Switzerland, the farmers are faid to be not.inferior to thofe

of England..

Tap antient policy of Europe was, over and above all this,.

unfavourable. to. the improvement and cultivation of land, whether

carried on by the proprietor or by the farmer ; firft, by the general

prohibition of the exportation of corn without a {pecial licence,

which feems to have been a very univerfal regulation ; and fecondly,.
by the reftraints which were laid upon the inland commerce, notonly .

of corn but of almoft every other part of the produce of the
farm, by the abfurd laws againft engroflers,. regrators, and fore-.

ﬁallcxs, and by the privileges of fairs and markets.. It has aheady :
been,.




“480

THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF

BOOK been obferved in what manner the prohibition of the exportatlon of
u-—-r--..a corn, together with fome encouragement given to the importation

of foreign corn, obftructed the cultivation of antient Italy, naturally

the moft fertile country in Europe, and at that time the feat of

the greateft empire in the world. To what degree fuch reftraints

upon the inland commerce of this commodity, joined to the gene=
ral prohibition of exportation, muﬂ: have difcouraged the cul-
tivation of countries lefs fertile, and lefs favourably circumftanced,

it is not perhaps very eafy to imagine,

CH AP I

OF the Rife and Progrefs of Cities and Towns, afier the Fall of
' the Roman Empire.

HE inhabitants of cities and towns were, after the fall

-of the Roman empire, not more favoured than thofe of
the country. They confifted, indeed, of a very differént order of
people from the firft inhabitants of the antient republicks of Greece
and Italy. Thefe laft were compofed chiefly of the proprietors of
lands, among whom the publick territory was originally divided,
and who found it convenient to build their houfes in the neigh-
bourhood ofl one another, and to furround them with a Wali for
the fake of common defence.  After the fall of the Roman empire,
on the contrary, the proprietors of lands feem generally to have
lived in fortified caftles on their own cftates, and in the midft of
‘their own tenants and dependants. ‘The towns were chiefly inha-
bited by tradefmen and mechanicks, who feem in thofe days to

“have been of fervile, or very nearly of fervile conditian, The pri~
vileges
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vileges which we find granted by antient charters to the inhabitants CHAP.
of fome of the principal towns in Europe, {ufficiently fhow what i

they were before thofs grants, The people to whom itis granted
as a privilege, that they might give away their own daughters in
marriage without the confent of their lord, that upon their death
their own children, and not their lord, fhould fucceed to their
goods, and that they might difpofe of their own effects by will,
muft, before thofe grants; have been either altogether, or very nearly
in the fame frate of villanage with the occupiers of land in the
country. ‘ '

Taury feem, indeed, to have been a very poor, mean fett of
péople, who ufed to travel about gvfi‘th their goods from place to
place, and from fair to fair, like the hawkers and pedlars of the pre-
{ent times. In all the different countries of Europe thew; in th,e fame
manner as in feveral of the Tartar governments of Afia at prefent,
taxes ufed to be levied upon the perfons and goods of travellers,
" when they paffed through certain manors, when they went over
certain bridges, when they carried about their goods from place to
place in a fair, when they erected in it a booth or ftall to fell them
in.  Thefe different taxes were known in England by the names of
paflage, pontage, laftage, and ftallage. Sometimcs the king,
fometimes a great lord, who had, it feems, upon fome occafions,
authority to do this, would grant to particular traders, to fuch
particularly as lived in their own demefnes, a general exemption
from fuch taxes, Such traders, though in other refpetts of fer-
vile, or very mearly of fervile condition, were upon ‘this account
called Free-traders. - They in return ufually paid to their pro-

teGtor a fort of annual poll-tax. In thofe days protection was

feldom granted without a valuable confideration, and this tax
might, perhaps, be confidered as compenfation for what their
‘patrons might lofe by their exemption from other taxes. At firlt,

Vou, L, 3 Q ’ both
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BOOK both thole poll-taxes and thofe exemptions feem to have beer
- _I__" ) altogether perfonal, and to have affeCted only particular indivi-

duals, during either their lives, or the pleafure of their protectors.
In the .very imperfe@t accounts which have been publithed from
Domefday-book, of feveral of the towns of England, mention
is frequently made, fometimes of the tax which particular burghers
paid, each of them, either to the king, or to fome other great lord,
for this fort of protection, and fometimes of the general amount
only of all thofe taxes. -

But how fervile foever may have been originally the condition

~of the inhabitants of towns, it appears evidently, that they arrived

at liberty and independency much earlier than the  occupiers of
land in the country. That part of the king’s revenue which arofe
from fuch poll-taxes in any particular town, ufed ‘commonly to
be lett in farm, during a term of years for a rent certain, fome-
times to the theriff of the county, and fometimes to other perfons.
The burghers themfelves frequently got credit enough to be
admitted to farm the revenues of this fort which arofe out
of their own town, they becoming jointly and feverally an-
fwerable for the whole rent. To Iett a farm in this manmer was
quite agreeable to ‘the ufual ceconomy of, 1 believe, the fovereigns
of all the different countries of Europe; who ufed frequently to

lett whele manois to all the tenants of thofe manors, they be-

coming jointly and feverally anfwerable for the whole rent ; butin
return being allowed to colleét it in their own v'Way, and to pay
itinto the king’s exchequer by the hands of their. own bailiff, and
being thus altogether freed from the infolence of the king’s officers;
a circumftance ‘in t'hofg, days regarded as of - the greateft impor
tance, - B :

At
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A firft, the farm of the town was probably lett to the burghers, CHA P.
in the fame manner as it had been to other farmers, for a term of u.-l-lis-:

years onlly. In procefs of time, however, it feems to have be-
come the general practice to grant it to themin fee, that is forever,
referving a rent certain never afterwards to be augmented. The
payment having thus become perpetual, the exemptions, in return
for which it was made, naturally became perpetual too. Thofe
exemptions, therefore, ceafed to be perfonal, and could not after-
wards be confidered as belonging to individuals as individuals, but
as burghers  of a particular burgh, which, upon this account,
was called a Free-burgh, for the fame reafon that they had been
called Free-burghers or Free-traders,

Aroxc with this ‘grant, the important privileges above men-
tioned, that they might give away theéir own daughters in marriage,
that their children fhould fucceed to them, and that they might
difpofe of their own effets by will, were generally beftowed upon

the burghers of the town to whom it was given. Whether fuch

privileges had before been ufually granted along with the freedom of
tiade, to particular burghers, ‘as individuals, I know not. I
reckon it not improbable that they were, though I cannot produce

any dire&t evidence of it. - But however this may have been, the

principal attributes of villanage and {lavery being thus taken away
from them, they now, at leaft, became really free in our prefent
fenfe of the word Freedom.

Nor was ‘this all. They were generally at the fame time
erected into a commonalfty or corporation, with the privilege of
having magiftrates and a town council of their own, of making
bye laws for their own government, of building walls for their own
defence, and of reducing all their inhabitants under a fort of
military difcipline, by obliging them to watch and ward, that is,

3 Q2 - a3
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BOOK as antiently underftood, to guard and defend thofe walls againit alt
4,.2{.._; attacks and furprifes by night as well as by day. In England

they were generally exempted from fuit'to the hundred and
county courts; and all fuch pleas as fhould arife among them,
the pleas of the crown cxcepted, were left to the decifion. of their
own magiftrates. In other countries much greater and more

extenfive jurifdictions were frequently granted to them.

It might, probably, be neceffary to grant to fuch towns as were:
admitted to farm their own revenues, fome fort of compulfive
jurifdiétion to oblige their own citizens to make payment. 1In thofe
diforderly times it might have been extremely inconvenient to.
have left them to {eck this fort of juftice from any other tribunal..
But it muft feem extraordinary that the fovereigns of all the different:
countries of Europe, fhould shave exchanged in this manner
for a rent certain, never more to be augmented, that branch of
their revenuie, which was, perhaps, of all others the moft likely -
to be improved, by the natural courfe of things, without either ex--
pence or attention of their own : ‘and that they thould, befides, ‘have

in this ‘manner voluntarily ereted a fort of 1ndependent repubhcks,,.

in-the heart of. thClI‘ own dominions. .

-

In orderto underftand this it muft be remembered, that in thofe
days the: fov«eielgn of ‘perhaps no country in Europe, was-able to
protect, through the whole extent of liis dominions, ‘the weaker
part of his fubjeéts from the oppreffion of the great lords. Thofe
whom the law could not prote&, and who were not ftrong
enough to defend themfelves, were obliged either to have recourfe
to the sproteétion of ‘fome great lord, and in order to obtain it
to become either his flaves or vaffals; -or to-enter into a league

. of mutual -défence for the :common . .proteftion of one another.

The mhabltants of -cities -and burghs, -confidered as fingle indi-
v v;duals,
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yiduals, had no power to defend themfelves: but by entering into CHAP..
a league of mutual defence with: their neighbours, they were capable \.-}-Ei--g«
of making no contemptible refiftance.. The lords defpifed the |
‘burghers, whom: they: confidered not only as of.a different order,
but as a parcel of -emancipated {laves, almoft of a different
fpecies from themfelves. The wealth- of the burghers never failed.
to provoke their envy and indignation, and:they. plundered them:
upon every occaﬁqn without mercy or remorfe. The burghers:
~ naturally hated: and feared the lords. 'The king hated and feéredi,
them too 3 but though perhap:s he might defpife, he had'no reafon:
cither to hate or fear the burghers. Mutual intereft, - therefore,
difpofed: them to-{upport the king,. and the king to. {fupport them.
‘againft.the lords, They were the enemies of his- enemies, and it
‘was his intereft to-render-them as fecure and independent of - thofe:
enemies. as-he could: - By granting them magiftrates of their own,
the privilege of making bye-laws for their own government, that of
building walls for their own defence; and that of reducing all.their
inhabitants under a fort of n;ilitaryi difcipline, he gave: them all
the means:of fecurity and independency: of the barons which it was-
in his power to beftow. Without the eftablifhment of fome regular
government of this kind, without fome authority -to -conipel. their
inhabitants to aft according' to fome -certain -plan-or fyftem, no-.
woluntary league-of mutual defence could either have afforded. them.
any permanent fecuriity? or. have -enabled them to give the king:
any confiderable fupport. ‘Bysgranting them the farm:of their town:
int fee, - he took away trom thofe whom he withed to-have for. his:
friends,  and, -if one may fay. {o, for his allies;. all: ground . of jea--
Joufy and. fufpicion that:re was. ever. )afterwai'»ds"\ to-opprefs. them,.
‘either by raifing the: farm.rent. of their. town,or by granting it-
'to fome other farmer.. R | R
"Lae prinees-who lived upon: the yorft terms: with. their-barass,.

‘;ifegm»accqrdingly_ to have been the.moft liberal.in grants of this:
] " kind!
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kind to their burghs. King John of England, for example, appedrs

) 0 have been a. moft munificent benefactor to his towns. Philip

5

the firft of France loft all aathority over his barons. Towards
theend of his reign, his fon.Lewis, known afterwards by the name
of Lewis the Fat, confulted, according to father Daniel, with the

“bithops of the royal demefnes, concerning the moft proper means
of reftraining the violence of the greatlords. Their advice con-
fifted of two different propofals. One was to ‘erect a new order
-of jurifdiction, by eftablithing magiftrates and a. town council in
-every confiderable town of his demefnes. - The other was to form a |

new militia, by making the inhabitantsof thofe towns, under the com-

‘mand of their own magiftrates, march out upon proper occafions to
.the affiftance of the king. It is from this period, according to the

French antiquarians, that we are to date the inftitution of the
magiftrates and councils of cities in France. It was during the
unprofperous reigns of the princes of the houfe of Suabia that the
greater part of the free towns of  Germany received the firft grants
of their privileges, and that the famous Hanfcatlc league ﬁrﬁ
became formidable, .

Tue militia of the cities feems, in thofe times, not to have been
inferior to that of the country, and as they could be more readily
affembled upon . any fudden occafion, -they frequently had the ad-
vantage in their difputes with the ne1ghbour1ng lords. In coun-

tries, fuch as Jtaly and Switzerland, in which, on account

either of their diftance from the principal feat of government, of the
natural ftrength of the country itfelf, or of fome other reafon, the
fovereign came to lofe the whole of his authority, the cities generally
became independent republicks, and conquered all the nobility in
their ne1ghbourhood obliging them to pull down their caftles in
the country, and to live, like other peaceable mhabltants, in the

¢ity, Thisis the fhort hxfcory of the republick of Berne, aswell as

of
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of feveral other cities in Switzerland., If you except Venice, for of C HAP,
that city the hiftory is fomewhat different, it is the hiftory of all the ey

confiderable Italian republicks, of which {o great a number arofe and

perithed, between the end of the twelfth and the beginning of the
fixteenth century.

~In countries fuch as France or England, where the authority
of the fovereign, though frequently very low, never was deftroyed
altogether, the cities had no opportunity of becoming entirely in-
dependent. They became, however, {o confiderable that the fove-
reign could impofe no tax upon them, befides the ftated farm rent
of the town, without their own confent, They were, therefore,
called upon to fend deputles to the general aflfembly of the Qates
of the kingdom, where they might join with the clergy and the

barons in granting, upon urgent occafions, fome extraordinary aid

to the king. Being generally too more favourable to his power,

their deputies feem, fometimes, to have been emponed by him as
a counter-balanee to the authority of the greatlords in thofe affem=~ "
blies. - Hence the origin of the reprefentation of burghs in the‘

frates general of all the great monarchies in Europe.

Orpzr and good governmen.t, and along with them the liberty
and fecurity of individuals, were, In this manner, eftablithed in
cities at a time when the occupiers of land in the country were ex=
pofed to every fort of violence, But men in this defencelefs ftate
naturally content themfelves with their neceffary fubfiftence ; be-
caufe to acquire more might only tempt the injuftice of thvelr op-

preffors. On the contrary, when they are fecure of enjoying the

fruits of their induftry, they naturally exert it to better their con-

dition, and to acquire not anly the neceffaries, but the conveniencies

and elegancies of life. That induftry, therefore, which aims af

fomething more than neceffary fubfiftence, was eftablifhed in cities -
long before it was commonly practifed by the occupiers of land

n
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in the country. ¥ in the hands of a poor cultivator, opprefled
with the fervitude of xéiu'aﬁ-ag*e,{ fome little frock {Hould accumulate;
he would ‘naturally coniceal it with great care from: his mafter,
fo-whiom: it would otherwife have beloriged, and take the firft op=
portunity of running away to a town. The law was at thdt time
fo indulgent to the inhabitants of towns, and fo defirous of di-
rfainifhing the authority of the lords over thofe of the country,
¢hat if he could conceal himfelf there from the purfuit of his lord
for a year, he was free for ever. Whatever ftock, therefore,
accumulated in the hands of the induftrious part of the inhabitants
of the country, maturally took refuge in, cities, as_the only

fanéruaries in ‘which it could be fecure to the perfon that ac-

quired it,

. Tug inhabitants of a city, it is true, muft always ﬁ}timafely‘
derive their fubfiftence, and the whole materials and means of their
induftry from the country. But thofe of a city, fituated near either
+the fea-coaflt or the banks of a navigable river, are not neceffarily
confined to derive them from the country in their neighbourhood.

“They have a much wider range, and’ may draw them from the

moft remote corners of the world, either in exchange for the ma-
nufadtured produce of their own induftry, or by performing the
office of cairiers between diftant countries, and exchanging the
produce of one for that of another. A city might in this manner
grow up to great wealth and fplendor, while not only the country
in its neighbourhood, but all thofe to which it traded, werte in
poverty and wretchednefs. ~ Each of thofe countries, pethaps, taken
fingly, could afford it but a fmall part, either of its fubfiftence, or of
its employment; but all of them taken together could afford it both
a great fubfiftence and a great employment. - There were, how-
ever, within the narrow circle of the commerce of thefe times,
fome countries that were opulent and induftrious. Such was the
| 7 . Greek
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Greek empire aslongasit fubfifted, and that of the Saracens duriﬁg CHAP.
the reigns of the Abaffides. Such too was Egypt till it was con= u.—I-Hru-g

quered by the Turks, fome part of the coaft of Barbary, and all
thofe provinces of Spain which were under the government of the
Moors. S

Tug cities of Italy feem to have been the firft in Europe which

were raifed by commerce to any confiderable degree of opulence,
Italy lay in the center of what was at that time the improved
and civilized part of the world, The Cruzades too, though by
the great wafte of ftock and deftruction of irhabitants which they
occafioned, they muft neceffarily have retarded the progrefs of the
greater part of Europe, were extre@ml%f favourable to that of fome
Ttalian cities.  The great armies 'which marched from all parts
to the conqueft of the holy land, gave extraordinary encouragement
to the fhipping of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa, fometimes in tranfport=
ing them thither, and always in fupplying them with provifions.
They were the commiffaries, if one may fay fo, of thofe armies;
and the moft defiruétive frenzy that ever befel the European nations,
was a fource of opulence to thofe republics. -

Tug inhabitants of trading cities, by importing the improved
manufaétures and expenfive luxuries of richer countries, afforded
fore food to the vanity of the great proprietors, who eagerly pur-
chafed them with great quantities of the rude produce of their own
lands. The commerce of a great part of Europe in thofe times
accordingly, confifted chiefly in the exchange of their own rude,
for the manufattured produce of more civilized nations. Thus
the wool of England ufed to be exchanged for the wines of France,
and the fine cloths of Flanders, in the fame manner as the corn.

of Poland is at this day exchanged for the wines and brandies of

France, and for the filks and velvets of France and Italy.

Vor. L. 7 R. 3 A TASTE
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‘A TAsTE for the finer and more improved manufaé’rures, was i
this manner introduced by foreign commerce into countries where
16 fuch works were cartied on. But when this tafte becamne fo
general as to occafion a confiderable demand, the merchants, in
order to fave the expence of carriage, naturally endeavoured to
eftablifh fome manufactures of the fame kind in their own country.
Hence the origin of the firt manufattures for diftant fale that

feem to have been eftablithed in the weftern provmces of Eumpe,,

after the fall of the Roman empne.

No I‘arge country, it muft be obferved, ever did or could fubfift

without fome fort of manufactures being carried on in it; and when.

it is faid of any fuch country that it has no manufactures, it muft
always be underftood of the finer and more improved, or of fuch
as are fit for diftant fale. In every large country, both the cloath-
ing and houfhold furniture of the far greater part of the peoples.
are the produce of their own indaftry. This is even more univer-
fally the cafe in thofe poor countries which are commonly faid to.

‘have no manufaltures, than in thofe rich ones that are faid to.

abound in them. In the latter, you will generally find, both in the:
cloaths and houfhold furniture of the loweft rank of people, a
much greater propomon of forelgn produ&mns than in ‘the
former. :

Trose manufatures which are fit for diftant fale, feem to have
been introduced into different countries in two different ways.

SomeTIMEs they have been introduced, in the manner above
mentioned,” by the violent operation, if one may fay fo, of the
ftocks of particular merchants and undertakers, who cftablithed
them in imitation of fome foreign manufaures of the fame
kind., Such manufatures, therefore, are the offspring of fomgn

© OMMErce,
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commerce, and {uch feem to have been the antient manufa&ures CﬁfA P.
of filks, velvets, and brocades that were. introduced into Venice (=

“in the beginning of the thirteenth century. Such too feem to have
been the manufattures of fine cloths that antiently flourifhed in
Flanders, and which were introduced into England in the beginning
of the reign of Elizabeth; and fuch are the prefent filk manu-
faftures of Lyons and Spital-fields. Manufaures introduced in
this manner are generally employed upon foreign materials, being
in imitations of foreign manufattures. When the Venetian
manufatture flourithed, there was not a mulberry tree, nor confe-
quently a filkworm in all Lombardy. They brought the materials
from Sicily and from the Levant, the manufaéture itfelf being in
imitation of thofe carried -on in the ‘Greek | empire. Mulbeny
trees were firft planted in Lombardy in the beginning of the fiz-
teenth century, by the encouragement of Ludevico Sforza duke
of Milan. ‘The manufatures of Flanders were carried on chiefly
with Spanifh and Englith wool. Spanifh wool was the material,
not of the firft woollen manufacture of England, but.of the firft

that was fit for diftant fale. More than one half the materials.of -

the Lyons manufacture is at this day foreign filk; when .t was
firft eftablifhed, the whole or very nearly the whole was fo. - No
part-of the materials of the Spital-fields manufacture is ever likely
to be the produce of England. The feat of firch manufactures,
-as'they are generally intreduced by-the fcheme and projett of a few
individuals, is.fometimes:eftablifhed in a maritime ¢ity, and Jfome-

times in an inland town, according as their mtmeﬁ ;judgement or

caprice happen to determine,

At other times manufattures for diftant fale-grow up-naturally,
-and as it were of their own -accord, by the gradual -refinement of
.thofe, honfluold -and coarfer manufaétares -which -muft -at all times
ibe carried on even in the pooreft and rudeft coustiies. Such

3R 2 | manufattures
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manufactures are génerally employed upon the materials whick
the country produces, and they feem frequently to have ‘been firfk

refined and improved in fuch inland countries as weére, not indeed

at a very great, but at a confiderable diftance from the fea coaft,
and fometimes even from all water carriage.. An inland country
naturally fertile and eafily cultivated, produces a great furplus of

‘provifions beyond what is neceffary for maintaining the cultivators,

and on account of the expence of land carriage, and inconveniency
of river navigation, it may frequently be difficult to fend this {fur~
plus abroad. Abundance, therefore, renders provifions cheaps
and encourages a great number of workmen to fettle in the neigh-

“bourhood, who ‘find. that their induftry can there procure them
more of the neceffaries and conveniencies of life than in other

places, They work up the materials of manufaéture which the
land produces, and exchange their finithed work, or what is the
fame thing the price of it, for more materials and provifions. They
give a new value to the furplus part of the rude produce by faving
the expence of carrying it to the water fide'or-to fom e-diftant market;

‘and they furnith the cultivators with fomething- in exchange for

it that is either ufeful or agreeable to then, upon eafier terms than

they could have obtained it before. 'The cultivators get a- better

price for their furplus produce, and’ can purchafe cheaper other
conveniencies which they have occafion for. They are thus both
encouraged and enabled toincreafe this furplus produce by a further
improvement and better cultivation of the land; and-as the fer=
tility of the land had: given birth to the manufaéture, fo the pro-
grefs of the manufacture re-atts upon the land, and increafes fll. . |
further its fertility. 'The manufacturers fitfk fupply the neigh-
bourhood, and afterwards, as their work improves and refines, more-
diftant markets. For though neither the rude produce, nor even
the coarfe manufattire could, without the greateft difficulty, fup-
port the expence of a confiderable land carriage, the refined and.

4 , : , improved.
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improved manufature eafily may. In a fmall bulk it frequently
eontains the price of a great quantity of rude produce. A piece
of fine cloth, for example, which weighs only eighty pounds, con-
tains in it, the price, not only of eighty pounds weight of wool,
but fometimes of feveral thoufand weight of corn, the maintenance
of the different working people, and of “their immediate employers.,
The corn which could with difficulty have been carried abroad i
its own fhape, is in this manner virtually exported in that of the
complete manufa@ure, and may eafily be fent to the remoteft
corners of the world. In this manner have grown up natura]ly,,

and as it were of their own accord, the manufactures of Leeds,.

Halifax, Sheffield, Birmingham, and Wolverhampton. Such
manufaétures are the offspring of agriculture, In the modern

493
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hiftory of Europe, their extenfion and improvement have generally

been pofterior to thofe which were the offspring of foreign com-
merce. England was noted for the manufacture of fine cloths made
of Spanifh wool, more than a century before any of thofe which now
flourifh in the places above mentioned were fit for forelgn fale. The

extenfion and improvement of thefe laft could not take place but in

confequence of the extenfion and improvement of agriculture,
the laft and greateft effett of foreign commerce, and of the manux
factures 1mmed1ately introduced by it, and which I thall now pro=
eced w explain,.
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CHAP. IV.

How the Commerce of the Towns contributed fo the Improvement of
the Country.

B00K 'R mcz“eaife and riches of commercial and manufaturing
ML A towis, con’tributed to ‘the improvement and cultivation of
SV the countries to which they belonged, inthree different ‘ways.

FirsT, “by' affording a great and ready market for the rude
L . produce of the country, they gave encouragement to its cultivation

iy wusirbiom @l 0 further improvement. This benefit was not even confined to-
o //« 2ok otitysiesthe countries in which they were fituated, but extended more or lefs
S B 0 St Hrsto all thofe with which they had any dealings. To all of them
They afforded a market for fome part either of their rude or manu-

g land bt ”‘Kﬁ faftured produce, and confequently gave fome encouragement to
. f;, ’4 4;72 f% the induftry and improvement of all. Their own country, how-
, 7 "0/ ever, onaccount of its neighbourhood, neceffarily derived the Grcateﬁ
VZ %W/f sehenefit from this market. Its rude produce being chalged with
k lefs carriage, the traders covld. pay the growers a better price for it,
/ and yet afford it as Lheap to the confumers as that of more dif’cant

‘ /5%,? b / 7{/ countries.

‘ WW ‘ ScconpLy, the wealth acquired by the inhabitants of cities was

et frequently employed in purchaling fuch lands as were to be fold,
. diigh-a great part would frequently be uncultivated. Mer-
charits are commonly ambitious of becoming country gentlemen,
and when they do, they are generally the beft of all 3 Lmprovers. A
merchant is accui"come to employ his money chiefly in profitable

1 projefts; whereas a mege country gentleman is accuftomed to
i employ _
%&/w O/H’» 'fu”ﬁ:zuﬂﬂ s MWWQW T
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employ it chiefly in expence. The one often fees his money go. C IiIVA P
from him and return to:him again with a profit: The other when' «oywd

once he parts with it, very feldom expe@s to fee any more of it.
Thofe different habits naturally affect their temper and difpofition
in every fort of bufinefs. A merchant is comm@nly a bold; a
country gentleman, a timid undertaker. The one is not afraid ™
to lay out at once a large capital upon the improvement of his
land, when he has a probable profpect of raifing the vatue of it in
proportion to the expence. The other, if he has any capital,
which is ot always the cafe, {eldom ventures to employ it in this
manner. If he improves at all, it is commonly not with a capital,.
but with Wh&t he can fave out of his annual revenue. Whoever
has had the fortune to live in a mercantile town fituated in an un-
improved country, muft have frequently obferved how much more
fpirited the operations of merchants were in this way, than thofe of
mere country gentlemen. ‘The habits, ‘befides, of order, ceconomy”
and attention, to which mercantile bufinefs naturally forms a '

e

merchant, render him much fitter to execute, W1th profit and
fuccefs, any project of improvement,
TuIRDLY, and la{‘cly, commerce andf manufattures gradually . . .

introduced order and good government, and with them, the liberty

and fecurity of individuals, among the inhabitants of the country, <.
who had before lived-almoft in a continual ftate of war with their
neighbours,. and of fervile dependency upon their {uperiors. This,
though it has been the leaft obferved, is by far the moft important
of all their effefts. Mr. Hume is the only writer who, fo fqr as:,
I know, has lntherto taken. notlce of it. ’

[

Ix a country wh1ch has nexther foreign commerce, nor any of the:

finer manufactures,. a great proprietor, havmg nothing for whi¢h he: &

can exchange the greater part of the produce of his lands which is
over and above the mﬁl%enance of the cultlvatprs, -confumes the:

b

A SR . whole:
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whole in ruftick hofpitality at home. If this furplus produce is fuf«
ficient to maintain a hundred or a thoufand men, he can make ufe of
it in no other way than by maintaining a hundred or a thoufand men.
. He is at all times, therefore, farrounded with a multitude of
retainers and dependants, who having no equivalent to give in
return for their maintenance, but being fed entirely by his bounty,
mufk obey him, for the fame reafon that foldiers muft obey the
prince who pays them. Before the extenfion of commerce and
‘manufaétures in Europe, the hofpitality of the rich and the greafs
from the fovereign down to the fmalleft baron, exceeded every thing
which in the prefent times we can eafily form a notion of. Weft-
minfter hall was the dining room of William Rufus, and might
frequently, perhaps, not be too large for his company. It was
reckoned a piece of magnificence in Thomas Becket, that he
frowed the floor of his hall with clean hay or rufhes in the feafon,
in order that the knights and fquires, who could not get feats, might
not fpoil their fine cloaths when they fat down on the floor to eat |
their dinner. The great earl of Warwick is faid to have entertained
every day at his different manors, thirty thoufand people; and
though the number here may have been exaggerated, it muft, how-
ever, have been very great to admit of fuch exaggeration. - A hof-
pitality mearly of the fame kind was exercifed niot many years agoﬂ
in many different parts of the highlands of Scotland. It feems
to be common in all nations to whom commerce and manufadures
"are little known. I have feen, fays Doctor Pocock, an Arabian
chief dine in the ftreets of a town where he had come to fell his
cattle, and invite all paffengers, even common beggars, to fit down
with him and partake of his banquet.

V TaE occupiers of land were In every refpect as dependent upon
the great proprietor as his retainers. Even fuch of them as were
not in a ftate of villanage, were tenants at will, who paid a rent
' : | m
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m no refpedt. cquivilent to the fubfiffence whichi the land afforded € fi'ivf& P,

them. A cfown, half a ¢rown,. a theep, a lamb; was fomeé years
ago in the highlands'of Seotland commeoni- rent for lands which
mamtained a family. In foine places it is fo at this dayy nor will
money at prefent purchafe a greater quantity of cominodities there
thaw in other pldces: . In a country vheré the furplus produce of
a farge eftate' muft be cofifumed‘ upon the eftate itfelf,: it will: fre-
quently be more convenient for the proprietor, that part of it be
confumed at a diftance from his own houfe, provided they who
confume it are as dependant .upon him as either his retainers or

his menial fervaits.; He is thereby faved from the embarrafiment

of cither too large a company or tao large a family. A tenant
at will, who pqﬁeﬁ&' land ‘f{lfﬁﬁicﬁc’t to 'rﬁéfhféﬁiﬁfgisffa‘mil‘y for little
more than'a quit-rent, is as dépendant upon the proprictor as any
fervant or retainer whatever, and muft obey him with as’ little
referve. . Such a proprietor, as he feeds his fervants and retaihers
at his own houfé, fo he feeds his tenants at their houfes. The
fubfiftence of both is derived from his bounty, and its continuance
depends upon his good pleafure.

Upon the authority which the great proptietors’ neceflarily
Had infuch a ftaté of 'th'ing“é: over their tenants and’ réte’ii’ﬁ'érs," was
founded the power of the antient Barons. They neceflarily became
the’ judges in' peice, and the leaders in war, of all who dwelt
upon theit effatés: They dould " maintain” order and executé the

law within' their refpective demefnes, becaufe each of them could -

there turn thé whole force of all the inhabitants againft the injuftice
~of any one. No other perfon had {ufficient authority to do this.
The king in particular had not. In thofe-antient times he was
little more than the "greateft proprietor in' his dominions, to
whom “for the fake of common defence againft their common ene-
mies, the” other’ geat proprietors paid certain refpects. 'To have
enforced paymierit of a”finall debt within the lands of a great .pro-

Vor. I. 395 : prietor,
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B (I)IP K -prietor, where all the inhabitants were armed and accuftomed to
tomy—= ftand by one another, would have coft the king, had he attempted

it by his own authority, almoft the fame effort as to extinguifh
a civil war. He was, therefore, obliged to abandon the adminif-
tration of juftice through the greater part of the country, to thofe
who were capable of -adminiftering it and for the fame reafon to
Jeave the command of the country militia to thofe whom that.
militia would obey. ' ‘

Tt is a miftake to imagine that thofe teritorial jurifdictions took
their origin from the feudal law. Not only the higheft-jurifditions
both civil and criminal, but the power of levying troops, of coin~

T .o .
. Ing money, and even that of making bye-laws for the government

of their own people, were all rights poflefled allodially by the great
proprietors of land feveral centuries before even the name of the
feudal law was known in Burope. ~ The authority and jurifdiftion
of the Saxon lords in England, appears to have been as great before
the conqueft, as that of any of the Norman lords after it. But
the feudal law is not fuppofed to have become the common law
of England till after the conqueft. - That the moft extenfive au-
thority and jurifdictions were poffefled by the great lords in France
allodially long before the feudal law was introduced into that
country, is a matter of fa& that admits of no doubt. That au-
thority and thofe iurifdi&'iohs all neceffarily flowed from the ftate .

+ of property and manners juft now defcribed. . Without remount-

ing to the remote antiquities of either the French or Englith
monarchies, we may find in much later times many proofs that fuch .
effects muft always flow from fuch caufes.  1tis not thirty years ago

' fince Mr. Cameron of Lochiel, a gentleman of rLQchabg_r‘in._Scot-

land, without any legal warrant whatever, not being what was then.
called a lord of regality, nor even a tenant in chief, but a vaffal of
the duke of Argylle, and without being fo much as a juftice of

' peace,,
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peace, ufed, notwithftanding, to exercife the higheft criminal jarif- C IiIVA P,

diction over his own people.
great equity, though without any of the formalities of juftice ; and
it is not improbabls that the ftate of that part of the country
at that time made it neceffary for him to affume this authority in
ord‘;:r"to main_tain the qulick peace. That'gentlcman, whofe rent
never exceeded five ‘hundred pounds a year, carried, in 1743,
eight hundred of his own people into the rebellion with him,

Tz introdution of the feudal law, fo far from extending, may

be regarded as an attempt to moderate the authority of the great

allodial lords, - It'é&abliﬂied' a iré‘gﬁ]ax‘ I'ubordiha;tmi‘qn; accompanied
with' a long train of fervices: and duties, from the king down to
the fmalleft proprictor. During the minority of the proprietor,
the rent, together with ‘the management of his lands, fell into the
hands of his imquiate‘fupérior, and, confequently, thofe of all
great' propl_'"ietor's into the hands of the kjin‘g,‘ who was charged
with the maintenance and education of the pupil, and who, from
his authority as guardian, was’ fuppofed to have a right of dif-
pofing of him in marriage, provided it was in a manner not up-
fuitable to his rank. But though this inftitution n‘eceﬂ"arily tended

to ftrengthen the authority of the king, and to weaken that of

the great proprietors, it could not do either fufﬁciently for-eftablifh-
ing order and good government among the inhabitants of the
country ; becaufe it could ’nbt‘ alter fuﬂiciently thét‘ ftate of
property and manners from which the diforders ‘arofe..  The
authority of government ftill continued to be, as before, too weak
“in the head and too ftrong in the inferior members, and the
exceflive ftrength of the inferior mersbers was the caufe of the

weaknefs of the head. After the inflitution of feudal fubordi-:

nation, the king was as incapable of reftraining the violence of
the great lords as before, T hey ftill continued to make war ac-

3852 : cording
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cording to their own difcretion, almoft continually upon one another,
and very frequently upon the king; and the open country ftill
-continued ta be a feene of violence, rapine and diforder.

Byr what all the violence of the feudal inflitations could nevex
have effe@tcd, the filent and infenfible operation of foreign commerce
and manufactures gradually broughs about. Thefe gradually fur-
n'ifhc@ the 'g,i'.e,gtwprongietgrs’ with fomething for Wbi_Ch~th§=y could
exchange the whole farplus produce of their lands, and which they-
could confume themfelves without fharing it either with tenants or
retaimers.  All for purfelves, and nothing for other people, feems, in.
every age of the world, tohave been the vile maxim of the mafters of
marglgiﬁd. As foon, thgrefore? as they could find a method of con~
fumiﬁg the whole value of their rents themfelves, they had no dif=
pofition to fhare them with any other perfons. For a pair of diamond
buckles perhaps, or for fomething as frivolous and ufelefs, they
exchanged the maintenance, OF what is the fame thing, the price of
the mantenance of a thoufand men for 3 year and with it the
whole weight and authority which it could give them. The buckles,
however, Werg to bg all their own, and no other human creature
was fo, have any fhare of them;s wheress in the more antient

method of expence they muft have fhared with at leat a thoufand

people. - Wigh the judges that were to determine the preference,

this difference was pérféé?c].x decifive; and thus, for the gratification

of the moft childifh, the meancit and the moft fordid of all
vanities, they gradually bartered their whole power and authority.

In a country where there is no foreign comtaerce, NOr any of the
finer manufactures, a man of ten thoufand a year cannot well
employ his revenue in any other way than in ‘maintaining, perhapss
a thoufand families, who, are-all of them neceffarily at bis com-
mand. In the prefent flate of Europe, aman of ten thoufand a
year can. fpend his whole revénue, and he generally does fo, with-

' ’ &, OUE
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out direétly maintaining twenty people, or being able to command CHA P,
more than ten footmen not worth the commanding. Indirelily, u-l-\,j;?—*
perhaps, he maintains as great or even a greater number of people

than he could have done by the antient method of expence. For

' though the quantity of precious productions-for which he ex-

changes his whole revenue be very fmall, the number of workmen
vemployed in colle@ing and preparing it, muft neceflarily have been

very great. Its great price generally arifes from the wages of their

labour, and the profits of all their immediate employers. By

paying that price he indireCtly pays all thofe wages and profits,

and thus indiretly contributes to the maintenance of all the work-

men and their employers. He generally contributes, however, -

but a very fmall proportion to that of each, to very few perhaps

a tenth, to many nota hundredth, and to fome not a thoufandth

nor even a ten thoufandth part of their whole annual maintenance.

Though he contributes, therefore, to the maintenance of them all,.

they are all more or lefs independant of him, becaufe generally

they can all be maintained without him. ‘

Wazx the great proprietors of land fpend their rents in main-
taining their tenants and retainers, each of them maintains entirely
all his own tenants and all his own retainers. Butwhen they fpend
them in maintaining tradefmen and artificers, they may, all of them.
tﬁaken_togeﬁher, perhaps, maintain as great, or, on account of the
wafte which attends ruftick hofpitality, a greater number of people
than before. Each of them, however, taken fingly, contributes often:
but a very fmall fhare to the maintenance of any individual of this
greater number.  Each tradefiman or artificer derives his fubfiftence;
from the employment, not of one, but of a hundred ot a thoufand.
different cuftomers. Though in fome meafure obliged to therrr}\1
all, ,‘thmifgfore, he is not abfolutely dependant upon any one of o,
them. | ~ ;
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Tuz perfonal expence of the great proprietors having in this

b= manner gradually increafed, it was impofiible that the number of their

retainers fhould not as gradually diminifh, till they were at la%t
difmiffed altogether, The fame caufe gradually led them to difmifs
the unneceffary part of their tenants. Farms were enlarged, and the
occupiers of land, notwithftanding the complaints of depopulation,
reduced  to the number neceffary for cultivating it according to the
imperfect ftate of cultivation and improvemer{t in thofe times,
By the ‘removal of the unneceflary mouths, and by exacting from
the farmer the full value of the farm, a greater furplus, or what
is the fame thing, the price of a greater furplus, was obtained for
the proprietor, which the merchants and manufacturers foon fur-
nithed him with a method of fpending upon his own perfon in the
fame manner as he had done the reft, The fame caufs continy-
ing to operate, he was defirous to raife his rents above what his
lands, in the a8lual ftate of their improvement, could afford, - His
tenants could agree to this upon one condition only, that they
thould be fecured in their poffeffion, for fuch a term of years as
might give them time to recover with profit whatever they fhould
lay out in the further improvement of the land. The expenfive
vanity of the landlord made him willing to accept of this condition ;
and 11encc the origin of long leafes,

Evex a terant at will, who pays the full value of the land, is
not altogether dependent upon the landlord. The pecuniary ad-
vantages which they receive from one another, are mutual and .
equal, and fuch a tenant will expofe neither his life nor his fortune -
in the fervice of the proprietor. But if he has a leafe for a long
term of years, heisaltogether independent ; and his landlord muft
not expect from him even the moft trifling feryicebéyond what is
cither exprefily fipulated in the leafs, or impofed wupon him
by the common and known Jaw of the country.

Tue
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THE tenants having in this manrier become independent, and € HAP.
the retainers being difmiffed, the great proprietors were -no longer —‘ee—v—¥

capable of interrupting the regular execution of juftice, or of dif-
turbing the peace of the country. Having fold their birth-right,
not like Efau for a mefs of pottage in time of hunger and neceflity,
but in the wantonnefs of plenty, for trinkets and baubles fitter
to be the play-things of children, than the ferious purfuits of
men, they became as infignificant as any fubftantial burgher or
tradefman in a city. A regular government was eftablithed in
the country as well as in the city, nobody having fufficient power
to difturb its operations in the one, any more than in the other,

It does not, perhaps, relate to the prefent fubjeét, but I cannot

]

help remarking it, that very old families, fuch as have poffefled-

fome confiderable eftate from father to fon for many fucceffive
generations, are very rare in commercial countries. In countries
which have little commerce, on the contrary, fuch as Wales or
the highlands of Scotland, they are very common. The Arabian
hiftories feem to be all full of genealogies, and there is a hiftory

written by a Tartar Khan which has been tranflated into feveral

European languages, and which contains fcarce any thing elfe;
a proof that antient families are very common among thofe
nations. In countries where a rich man can fpend his revenue in
no other way than by maintaining as many people as it can main-
tain, he is not apt to run out, and his benevolence it feems is
{eldom fo violent as to attempt to maintain more than he can

afford. But where he can fpend the greateft revenue upon his

own perfon, he frequently has no bounds to his expence, l?ecaufé
he frequently has no bounds to his vanity, or to his affe'éhcn fér
his own perfon. In commercial cou;mtrie‘g, thegefore, riches, in
fpite of the moft violent regulations of law to prevent their diﬁi_g
pation, very feldom remain long in the fame family. Among
' fimple
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K fumple nations, en tha contrary, they frequently do without any

tpmemed Tegulations of law ; fox among nations of fhepherds, fuch' as the

Tavtars, and Avabs, the confumable nature of their pr oprerty necef-
fawil y renders all fuch mgulatmns rmpoﬁible.

A REVOLUTION o{? the greatelt i’mpar;tance to' the publick hap-
pinefs, was in this- manner brought about by two 'd*ifferen*é orders
of people, who had not' the leaft intention to ferve the public.
'To gratify the mof¥ childifh vanity was the {ole motive of the

great proprietors, The merchants and artificers, much lefs ridi~

culous, atted merely from a view to their own intereft, and in
purfuit of their own pedlar principle of turning a penny wherever
a-penny was: to be got. Neither of them had either knowledge or
forefight of that: great: revolution which the folly of the one, and:
the induftry of the other was gradually bringing about.

- Imis:thus that through the greater part of Europe the commerce
and: manufaSures: of cities, inftead of being the effect, have been
the- caufe and occafion of the improvement and cultivation of the
-cotmtry. '

'I‘Hxs order, however, being contxary to the natural ‘courfe
of things, is neceffarily both {low and uncertain. Compare the
flow progrefs of thofe: Buropean- countiies of wlnch the wealth
depends very much ‘upon their commerce and manufatures,
with the rapid advances of our North American colonies, of
which the wealth is founded altogether in agriculture. Through
the greater part of Europe, the number of “inhabitants is not fip-
pofed to double in lefs than five hundred years. In feveral of our
North' Ameﬁcan colonies, it is found to doublé in twénty or five
and twenty yea:rs. In Europe, the law-of Prlmégemttue, and per:
petumes of dzﬁ’eren‘c kinds, - prevent “the~ dm’ﬁon of great eftates,

b AR e , and
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and thereby hinder the multiplication of finall propmctors A CHAP
fmall proprietor, however, who knows every part of his little wy—wi

territory, who views it all with the affe€tion which property,
efpecially {mall property, naturally infpires, and who upon that

account takes pleafure not only in cultivating but in adorning it,

is generally of all improvers the moft induftrious, the moft intelli-

gent, -and the moft fuccefsful. The fame regulat;ops, befides, -

keep fo much land out of the market, that there are always more
capitals to buy than there island to fell, fo that what is fold always
- fells at a monopoly price - The rent never pays the intereft of the
purchafe money, and is befides burdened with repairs and other
occafional charges,, to whlch, the intereft of money is not liable.
To purchafe land. is ‘every where in Europe a moft unprofitable
employment of a frmall capital. For the fake of the fuperior fecu-
' rity, indeed, a man of moderate cucum{’cances gJwhen he retires
from bufinefs, will fometimes chufe to lay ougrhis little capital in
land. A man of plofeﬁion too, whofe revemle is derived from
anothex fource, often loves to fecure his favings in the fame way,
But a young man, who, inftead of applying to trade or to fome
profeﬁlon, fhould employ a capital of two or three thoufand
pounds in the purchafe and cultivation of a fmall piece of land,
might indeed expet to live very happily, ‘and very independently,
* but muft. bid adieu, forever, to all hope of either great fortune
or great:
{tock he might'have had the fame chance of acquiring with other
people. - Such a p@rfon too,‘ ough he cannot' afpire at beinga

proprietor, will- often chfdam a farmm.‘ The fmall quantity
of ‘land, therefore, whlch is brought to market, and the high
price of what is brought, prcvc%ts 4 greatT number of capatals from.
being loyed in its cultivation and- improvement which would
otherwi

Vor. L 3 T : v S to

illuftration, which by a different employment of “his.

have taken that diretion. - In Worth Ammca, on the
contrary, fifty or fixty pounds is often found a fu?ﬁczent frock:
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BOOK to begin a plantatxon with. The purchafe and mpl‘ovement of
g..-In,L.J uncultivated land, is. there the moft profitable employment . of

~has, no. doubt, been gradually advancing too: But it feems to:

the f{malleft as well as of the greateft capitals, and the moft direGt

‘road to all the fortune and illuftration which can be acquired in

that country. Such land, indeed, is in North America to be
had almoft for nothing, or at a price much below the value of

the natural produce; a thing impoffible in Europe, or, indeed,

in any country where all lands have long been private property,
If landed eftates, however, were divided equally among all the
children, upon the death of any proprietor who left a numerous
family, the eftate would generally be fold. So much land would

come to market, that it could no longer fell at 2 monopoly price.

The free rent of the land would go nearer to pay the intereft of

the purchafe money, and a fmall capital might be employed in pur-
~ chafing land as profitably as in any other way.

EncraND, on account of the natural,fertility of the foil, of the
great extent of fea coaft in proportion to that of thewhole country,
and of the many navigable rivers which run through it, and afford
the conveniency of water carridge to fome of the moft inland parts
of it, is perhaps as well fitted’ by. nature as any large country in.

‘Europe, to be the feat of foreign. commerce, of manufaftures for

;h‘lch thefe' can occafion..
zabeth too, the Englifh:

dxf’cantﬁfale,,and‘ of all the i improv
From the beginning of the reign o

legiflature has been peculiarly attentive to the interefts of commerce:

and manufactures, and ‘in reall
Holland itfelf not excepted, of.
more favourable to this fort of i

there is no. conntry in Europe;,
h the law is upon the whole
firy. Commerce and. manu-

factures have accordingly been, camtmually advancmg during all:

this period. The cultivation and improvement of- the country:

havc followed. {lowly, and at a dlﬁance, the more rapid pmgrefs of

iy commerce
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commerce and manufactures. The greater part of the country CHAPR
muft probably have been cultivated before the reign of Elizabeth oy

and a very great part of it flill remains uncultvated, and the

“ ‘cultivation of the far greater part much inferior to what it might
be. The law of England, however,. favours agriculture not only
indire&tly by the proteCtion of commerce, but by feveral dirett

encouragements. Except in times of fearcity, thie exportation of
cornn is not only free, but encouraged by a bounty. It times of

‘moderate plenty, the importation of foreign corn 1s loaded with

duties that amount to 2 prohibition. The importation of live
cattle, except from Ireland, is prohibited at all times, and it is but of

i

therefore, have a monopoly againft their countryfien

. late thetit-waspertiitred-front themee.—Thofe who cultivate the land,

o)) the WO

greateft and moft important articles of lzmd—Pl'O‘?lu%‘:‘4tf;l‘”e d"and

butcher’s meat. Thefe encouragements, though at bottom, perhaps;
as I {hall endeavour to {how hereafter, altogether illufory, fufficiently
demonttrate at leaft the good intention of the legiflature to favour
agricalture. But what is of much more importance than all of them,
the yeomanry of England are rendered as fecure, as independent,
and as refpeé‘cable as law can make them. No country, therefore;
in which the right of primogeniture takes place, which pays tithes,
and where perpetuities, though contrary to the {pirit of the law, are
admitted in fome cafes, can give more encouragement to agriculture
than Ergland. -Such, however, notwithfranding, is the ftate of

sts cultiviion, What would it have been, had the law gf’f"‘iikvcn no.

direft encairagement to agriculture befides what ‘arifes ndirectly

from the piogrefs of commerce, and had left the yeomanry in
the fame cordition as in moft other countries of Europef it is

féw more thay two hundred ye‘al‘sﬁﬁncef“”the:_begii‘xluing' of the reign

of Eii‘%abetll’ 4 period as long as the courfe. of human profperity
ufually endures. T o

3 T 2 S FRANCE
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B %? K« Frawce feems to have had a confiderable fhare of foreign com~ .
Mt merce near a century before England was diftinguithed asa com<
mercial country. The marine of France was confiderable,
according to the notions of the times, before the expedition of
Charles the VIIIth to Naples.  The cultivation and improvement
of France, however, is, upon the whole, inferior to that of
England. The law of the country has never given the fame

direct encouragement to agriculture.

e

Tuz foreign commerce of Spaih and Portugal to the other
parts of Europe, though ch' fly.-carried on in.foreign..fhips,..is
very conﬁdera&blew”ﬂimaﬁfw to their colomes is carried on in their own,
“and 35 “much greater, on account of the great riches and extent
of thofe colomies. But it has never introduced any confiderable
manufactures for diftant fale into either of thofe éouzutries,,,'and
'thye' gl'eater part of both ftill remains._uncultivated.k The fofeign
commerce of Portugal is of older ftanding than that of any great

country in Europe, except Italy. ' . :

- Iravy is the only great countfy of ELlfope“'Whichce1ns to

have been cultivated and improved in every part, by means of -

- foreign commerce and manufaé’tmcs‘ for diftant fale. Before the

invafion of Charles the VIIIth, Italy, according to Guicciardin,

was cultlvat;ed not. Lefs n the moft mountainous and bau en partg

of the country, than in the plaineft and moft fertile. The ad-

vantageous fituation of ‘the country, and the great, number of

sm independent ftates which at that time.fubfifted in it, probably
' v contributed ‘not a little to this genelal cultivatiof. . If-Is not
?;mpo{ﬁble too, notwithftanding. this: general expefﬁon of one
of the méf judicious cﬂ]d referved of medefn mf’corx s, 'that
SR Italy
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Italy was not at that time better cultivated than England is at CIiI VA P,
prefent. ‘ Yo

pey

2 -

Tue capital, however, that is acquired to any country by com-
merce and manufaétures, is all a very precarious and uncertam
polleflion, till fome part of it has been fecured and realized in the

i

cultivation  and improvement of its lands. A merchant, it has

been faid very properly, is not neceffarily the citizen of any par-

ticular country. It is in a great meafure indifferent to him from

what place he carries on his trade ; -and a very trifling difguft will

make him remove his capital, and togetherwith-it all the mduftry .

‘which it fupports, from one country to another. No part of it

can be faid to belong to any particular country, till it has been

fprcgg,d as it were over the face of that country, e;itllt;r in buildings, or .~ . -

i the lafing improvement of lands. No veftige now remains of the

great weilth, f2id to have been poffeffed by the greater part of

the Hans towns, except in the obfcure hiftorics of the thirteenth

and fourtenth centurics. It is even uncertain where fome of them

were fituatd, or to what towns 1n Eﬁrppe tb¢ Latin names givern

to fome of them ‘belong, But though the misfortunes of Italy

in the cﬁd, of the fifteenth and beginniﬁ.g of the fisteenth cen- ‘

turies gfezﬂy diminifhed the commerce ‘and manufactures of the i

cities of Jombardy and Tulcany, thole countries ftill qu_lyt'inue ' '

to- be m@ng the moft pophlous and beft cultivated in Europe.., o

The c;'r(rzi wars of Flanders, and the Spanifth government which s o ﬂ

fuccecde them, chafed away the great COmmerce of  Antwerp, i P '

Ghent, nd Bruges. But [I' landers {hill continues to bﬁj one of ' '

e richft, beft cultivated, and -moft populous  provinces of

E m:blm.? The Oi‘dim“'y revolutim}s of War and governmcnt‘eaﬁly' , |

dry upghe fources of thet wealth which ar}ies. from co‘mmeyr"c? -

only. .rhat which arifes from the more folid 1mproven:1§nt’s of t Lo e
. . 7 DR agrcuitures . : e - L
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BOOK agrmuitme,r is; much more durable, and cqnnot be deftroyed but~
s byt: 7 e violent convulfions occafioned by ‘the. depxedatmm;
01 o€ and barbarous nations continued for a century or two
togethcr, “fuch®as thofe that happened for fome time before and
| the fa}l of the. Roman empire in the weftern plovmces of

".Europe. S , : p
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