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The Khalili Collection of Islamic Art, inv no. POT99, Diam. 36.5 cm H. 10.8 cm.



XI.
Earthenware bowl, covered with a white slip and painted in a brown and red slip under 
a transparent glaze, Eastern Iran, Nishapur or Samarqand, c. 4th/10th century, The David 
Collection, Inv. no. 22/1974, Diam. 27 cm H. 10 cm.



Chapter VI

XII.
Earthenware bowl covered with a white slip and painted in black, yellow, and green under a 
transparent glaze Eastern Iran, Nishapur; c. 4th/10th century, The David Collection, Inv. no. 
13/1975, Diam 21.8 cm H 9.5 cm.



XIII.
Earthenware dish covered with a white slip and painted in red and in an olive-green slip 
under a yellowish glaze Eastern Iran, Nishapur, 4th/10 -5th/11th century, The David Collection, 
Inv. no. 27/1962, Diam 38 cm H 8 cm.



Chapter VI

XIV.
Diasper weave, silk, Iran, 4th/10th-5th/11th century, Cleveland Museum of Art, 61.34.



XV.
Frontispiece of the Freer Qur’an (fols. 247v-248r), Khurasan, 5th/11th-6th/12th century, Freer 
and Sackler Gallery of Arts, F1937.46, 31.3 x 20.1 cm.



Chapter VI

XVI.
Folio from the Freer Qur’an, Khurasan, 5th/11th-6th/12th century, Freer F1937.46, 31.3 x 20.1 
cm.



XVII.
Folio from the Freer Qur’an, Khurasan, 5th/11th-6th/12th century, Freer F1937.46, 31.3 x 20.1



Chapter VI

XVIII.
First folio of a Qur’an (fol. 1r), Khurasan, probably 4th/11th century, Topkapı Sarayı Library, 
R10.



XIX.
Folio enumerating the components of a Qur’an (fol. 235r), Khurasan, probably 4th/11th 
century, TKS R10.



Chapter VI

XX.
A folio from a dispersed Qur’an, Khurasan or Transoxiana, 4th/11th-6th/12th century, Metro-
politan Museum of Art, 40.164.2.



XXI.
A folio from a dispersed Qur’an, Khurasan or Transoxiana,  4th/11th-6th/12th century, Met 
40.164.2a.



Chapter VI

XXII.
A folio from a dispersed Qur’an, Khurasan or Transoxiana,  4th/11th-6th/12th century, Met 
40.164.2b.



XXIII.
A folio from a dispersed Qur’an, Khurasan or Transoxiana,  4th/11th-6th/12th century, Met 
45.140.



Chapter VI

XXIV.
A folio from a dispersed Qur’an, probably Khurasan or Transoxiana, 4th/11th century, The 
David collection, 52/2000, 19.2 x 16 cm.



XXV.
A double-page spread from a Qur’an (fols. 1v-2r), Khurasan or Transoxiana,  4th/11th-6th/12th 
century, Freer and Sackler Gallery of Arts, F2001.16a-b, 15.8 x 11.6 cm.



Chapter VI

XXVI.
A double-page spread from a Qur’an (fols. 16v-17r), Khurasan or Transoxiana,  4th/11th-
6th/12th century, Freer F2001.16a-b, 15.8 x 11.6 cm.



XXVII.
A fragment from a Qur’an, Khurasan or Transoxiana,  4th/11th-6th/12th century, Chester Beatty 
Library, Is. 1419.

Chapter VI



PLATES
Chapter VII



I.
Frontispiece of the Hamadhān Qur’an (fol. 2r), Hamadhān, 559/1164, University of 
Pennsylvania Museum, NEP-27, 42 x 27.9 cm.



Chapter VII

II.
First double-page spread with Qur’anic text in the Hamadhān Qur’an (fols. 2v-3r), 
Hamadhān, 559/1164, UPenn NEP-27, 42 x 27.9 cm.



III.
Finispiece of the Hamadhān Qur’an (fols. 211v-212r), Hamadhān, 559/1164, UPenn NEP-
27, 42 x 27.9 cm.



IV.
Frontispiece of the twenty-eighth volume in Quṭb al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Zankī’s Qur’an 
(fols. 1v-2r), Sinjar, Nusaybin or Khabur, late 6th/12th or early 7th/13th century, Khalili 
Collection, QUR497, 23.8 x 16.6 cm.

Chapter VII



V.
The beginning of the sixth volume of Quṭb al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Zankī’s Qur’an, Sinjar, 
Nusaybin or Khabur, late 6th/12th or early 7th/13th century, Topkapı Sarayı Library, Y898, 
23.8 x 16.6 cm.



VI.
The beginning of the twelfth volume of Quṭb al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Zankī’s Qur’an, Sinjar, 
Nusaybin or Khabur, late 6th/12th or early 7th/13th century, TKS Y898, 23.8 x 16.6 cm.

Chapter VII



VII.
The beginning of the fourth volume of Quṭb al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Zankī’s Qur’an, Sinjar, 
Nusaybin or Khabur, late 6th/12th or early 7th/13th century, Christie’s Lot 48, April 10 2014, 
23.8 x 16.6 cm.



VIII.
A folio from Quṭb al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Zankī’s Qur’an (fol. 34v), Sinjar, Nusaybin or 
Khabur, late 6th/12th or early 7th/13th century, Khalili Collection, QUR497, 23.8 x 16.6 cm.

Chapter VII



IX.
The first double-page spread in the Qur’an of Nūr al-Dīn Maḥmūd b. Zankī (fol. 1r), 
Damascus, 562/1167, Keir Collection, Ham ms. VII., 19.5 x 16 cm.



X.
The beginning of the thirteenth volume in the Qur’an of Nūr al-Dīn Maḥmūd b. Zankī (fols. 
1v-2r), Damascus, 562/1167, Keir Ham ms. VII., 19.5 x 16 cm.

Chapter VII



XI.
The beginning of the 53rd volume in the Qur’an of Nūr al-Dīn Maḥmūd b. Zankī (fols. 1v-
2r), Damascus, 562/1167, Keir Ham ms. VII., 19.5 x 16 cm.



XII.
Frontispiece of Tabṣirat arbāb al-albāb (fols. 1v-2r), Egypt or Syria, 6th/12th century, 
Bodleian Library, Huntington 264, 25.5 x 19.5 cm. 

Chapter VII



XIII.
Title page of Shawārid al-amthāl (fol. 1r), Syria, 6th/12th century, Leiden University Library, 
Or. 1073, size unavailable.



XIV.
The beginning of the thirtieth volume of Muḥammad b. Abū al-ʿAbbās’s Qur’an, Baghdad, 
588/1192, Christie’s Lot 11, 10 October 2000, 19.6 x 14.2 cm. 

Chapter VII



XV.
A spread from Muḥammad b. Abū al-ʿAbbās’s Qur’an, Baghdad, 583/1186, Christie’s Lot 
1,14 October 2003, 19.6 x 14.2 cm. 
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Chapter VIII



I.
One double-page spread with the colophon of al-Zanjānī’s Qur’an, probably western Iran, 
531/1137, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1996.294.4/.5, 25.7 x 19 cm.



II.
Frontispiece of al-Zanjānī’s Qur’an, probably western Iran, 531/1137, Met 1996.238.2, 
25.7 x 19 cm. 

Chapter VIII



III.
A folio with the enumeration of the components of al-Zanjānī’s Qur’an, probably western 
Iran, 531/1137, Met 1996.238.1, 25.7 x 19 cm.



IV.
A folio with the enumeration of the components of al-Zanjānī’s Qur’an, probably western 
Iran, 531/1137, Met 1996.294.6, 25.7 x 19 cm.

Chapter VIII



V.
Left-hand page of the opening spread in al-Zanjānī’s Qur’an, probably western Iran, 
531/1137, Met 1996.294.2, 25.7 x 19 cm.



VI.
A folio from al-Zanjānī’s Qur’an, probably western Iran, 531/1137, Met 1996.294.3, 25.7 x 
19 cm.

Chapter VIII



VII.
Frontispiece of al-Kātib al-Malikī’s Qur’an (fols. 1v-2r), probably western Iran, 582/1186, 
Chester Beatty Library, Is. 1438, 43 x 31.5 cm.



VIII.
Folio from al-Kātib al-Malikī’s Qur’an (fol. 218v), probably western Iran, 582/1186, CBL Is. 
1438, 43 x 31.5 cm.

Chapter VIII



IX.
A double-page spread from al-Kātib al-Malikī’s Qur’an (fol. 124v-125r), probably western 
Iran, 582/1186, CBL Is. 1438, 43 x 31.5 cm.



X.
Frontispiece of one volume in al-Bayhaqī’s Qur’an (fol. 3r), probably Iran, 592/1195, Ches-
ter Beatty Library, Is. 1435, 20 x 14.5 cm.

Chapter VIII



XI.
The end of the fourth volume in al-Bayhaqī’s Qur’an (fol. 116v), probably Iran, 592/1195, 
CBL Is. 1435, 20 x 14.5 cm.



XII.
The beginning of the fourth volume in al-Bayhaqī’s Qur’an (fol. number unavailable), 
probably Iran, 592/1195, CBL Is. 1435, 20 x 14.5 cm.

Chapter VIII



XIII.
Al-Kātib al-Iṣfhānī’s Qur’an (fols. 211v-212r), Iraq or Iran, 555/1160, Dār al-Kutub 
al-Miṣriyya, 144, size unavailable.



XIV.
A folio from the Qur’an of ʿAbd al-Malik al-Iṣfahānī, Iraq or Iran, 495/1101, Dār al-Kutub 
al-Miṣriyya, 227, size unavailable.

Chapter VIII



XV.
The first double-page spread with Qur’anic text in the Qur’an of ʿAbd al-Malik al-Iṣfahānī, 
Iraq or Iran, 495/1101, Dār al-Kutub al-Miṣriyya, 227, size unavailable.



Chapter VIII

XVI.
A folio from a Qur’an (fol. number unavailable), Iraq or Iran, 583/1187, Topkapı Sarayı 
Library, Y752, 32.5 x 24 cm.



XVII.
Left-hand page of the colophon spread in al-Jabalī’s Qur’an (fol. number unavailable), 
probably western Iran or Iraq, 6th/12th century, Chester Beatty Library, Is. 1439, 39 x 33 cm.



XVIII.
Frontispiece of al-Jabalī’s Qur’an (fol. 1r), probably western Iran or Iraq, 6th/12th century, 
CBL Is. 1439, 39 x 33 cm.

Chapter VIII



XIX.
Frontispiece of the Golden Qur’an (fol. 1r), western Iran or the Jazira, late 6th/12th or early 
7th/13th century, Bavarian State Library, cod. Arab. 1112.



XX.
A folio from the Golden Qur’an (fol. number unavailable), western Iran or the Jazira, late 
6th/12th or early 7th/13th century, BSB cod. Arab. 1112.

Chapter VIII



XXI.
A folio from the Golden Qur’an (fol. number unavailable), western Iran or the Jazira, late 
6th/12th or early 7th/13th century, BSB cod. Arab. 1112.
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