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LIST OF SYMBOLS

The following are the symbols used in the Description

(Section 3):

(a) Elements of Structure

(i) The Sentence:

L 3 ﬁ ; Sen. (Element in Compound sentence structure).

(ii) The Clause:
S (Subject); P (Predicator); A(Adjunct);
Z (Pre-emphatic element); I (Clause Initiator);
x (Emphatic element); o (Clause final element).

(iii)‘The Verbal Group:
M; r3 b; £; p; C (Complement)

(iv) The Nominal Group:
H (Head); Q (Qualifier); n (nominal qualifier);
j ( adjective qualifier); 1 (numeral qualifier);
k (rankshifted qualifier); & (dei¢ctic qualifier);
t (post-deictic qualifier); N (Element in compound

nominal group structure)

(v) Compound Structures:
& (Iinking element)

(b) General

* Example drawn from outside the text.

— "is replaced by" or "is changed into"

A figure enclosed in brackets preceded by a name,

e.g. Ward (16) is a bibliographical reference.
(See Bibliography pp. 267-270)
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1  Yoruba Langugge

The langmage, Ybrubd, is a "dialect continuum"l spoken by
about seven million people in the area which covers most of Western
Nigeria, the Ilorin Province of Northern Nigeria and the country,
Dahomey.

It comprises about a dozen dialects such as }jébh, Bgba, 1jésd,
O0y6, Owd, 00d8, each of which differs considerably from the other
phonologically and lexically, and, to some extent, grammatically.2

For the purpose of education, writing and contact between persons
of different dialects, the type of Yérhbé used is a "koine"3 which may
be called Standard Ydrub4. This koine is based on Qyd dialect; but
it is not co-extensive with it, because non-standard forms exist in
the dialect, and the koine has certain forms which do not occur in
the dialect, but which are found in some other dialects.

The koine, Standard Yorubd, may therefore be defined as the

type of Ybrubéd learnt at school, and spoken or written by an educated

native speaker when addressing an audience who speak different dialects.

This is the type of Ydrub4 described in this thesis.

4

L For the term "dialect continuum", See Hill (38), p.443.

2 No study has yet been made of these differences. For a few examples

of phonological and lexical differences, See Delano (6),p.xii and
cf. 1.2 below. A full list of Yoruba dialects and the geographical
areas where they are spoken is given in Westermann and Bryan (27),

pp.84-85.

5 A "koine" is defined as "any tongue, distinct from his own vernacular,

that a person shares with the speakers of some other vernaculars."
Hill (38), p.443.

4 of. Siertsema's definition of Standard Ydrubé, Siertsema (13), p.42,
note 3.



1k The Text

The grammatical description in Section 3 is based on a recorded
text of a three hours' free conversation between the author and three
other educated native Speakers of Yoruba. With the exception of about
ten occurrences of dialectal forms typical of the background of each
speaker (e.g. néé (1jébd) for n6d "that"; wdhsin (Ekitl) for wiésd

"preach"; dtb (0yé) for atrd "stop"; dbd (Hgbddd) for 1di "anus"),

—_—

the text is a good example of Standard Ydrubd. (A sample of the

transcribed text is given in Section 4.4)

Ly Previous Grammatical Studies

Starting with Samuel Crowther's Yoruba Grammar published in 1852,

there have been quite a few grammatical descriptions of Yoruba. All
of them are short grammars mainly intended as companion pieces to
dictionaries.

Besides Crowther's grammar, the other studies are: J.P. Bowen:

Grammar and Dictionary of the Yoruba Language, 1858; Gaye and Beecroft:

Yoruba Grammar, 1914; Yoruba Composition, 1922; Ida Ward: An Intro-

duction to the Yoruba Language, 1952; I.0. Delano: A Short Yoruba

Grammar and Dictionary, 1958; and R.C. Abraham: Dictionary of Modern

Yoruba, 1958.

All these studies have thrown much light on many grammatical
features of Yorubd. ©Even in the earliest of them, one finds perceptive
accounts of certain features of the language; for example, Crowther
on the tone of the pronoun complement (p.4), and Bowen on nominalisation

(pp.13-16) and verbal group structures (p.46). Of the more recent
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studies, Wardts description of the tense system (pp.76-105),

verbal combinations (pp.106-116), interrogative clauses (pp.117-122)

and Abraham's subject-predicator Junction rules (pp.xix-xx) and werd

classes (particularly verbs) are most invaluable.

In recognising this vital contribution, it must be admitted
that these studies, in varying degrees, share certain faults which
are typical of most traditional grammars.l The most obvious are:

(1) Categories based on notional criteria;

(ii) Transfer of categories from other languages;

(iii) Undefined and unco-ordinated categories.

(i) Categories based on notional criteria

Categories derived from the contextual meaning of items abound
in the early grammars. For example, Crowther ((5) p.9) and Gaye
and Beecroft ((8) p.8) hafe the category of "gender" which is expounded
by lexical items referring to male and female persons respectively,
e.g. Masculine: ©bdbs "father"; oko '"husband", 0sé "wizard";
Feminine: 1y4 T"mother", aya "wife", djé "witch". Crowther has
three degrees of comparison of adjectives (p.ll) based on the meaning
of the wverbs iﬁ "exceed" and ig_ig "exceed, go'". Bowen's classific-
ation of adverbs (of time, place, manner etc.) (p.51), Gaj and Beecroft's

system of mood ((8) p.35) and Delano's classification of certain items

as adverbs and conjunctions (pp.lxvi-lxvii) are further examples of

this fault.

L im3i ferences to these faults, cf. Nida (24), pp.l2-39,
%ﬁitiiﬁ;l?£8§? pp.148-150, Robins (25) "for much of the history of
grammatical studies, semantic crlyerla, though never reliable definitia
of grammatical classes or categorles! have @een brougbt in, tac}t;y
or explicitly, in grammatical analysis gnd in grammatical C%aSSlflC—
ations, including in places the definitions of word classes".



Ward's book and Abraham's dictionary are the most satisfactory

on this point.

(ii) Transfer of categories from other lansuasces

All the grammars are faulty in this respect. In spite of Ward's
awareness of the fault of transferring categories,2 her classification
of certain items appear to be based on their English translation
equivalence, e.g. si ‘"and" (Conjunction), nitoripé "because"
(Conjunction), p.153; sl "to" (Preposition), p.129. Abraham,
whose classification of items is on the whole quite good, has 8
subjunctive in Yoruba (p.xxxi), and an elaborate pattern of "if-
clauses" (pp.88-90).

In the other grammars, the situatkon is rather unsatisfactory.
The typical attitude may be illustrated by the following comments:

Bowen: "Yoruba nouns are not varied in form to express gender,

number, or case", p.43.

Gaye and Beecroft: "There is only one voice in Yoruba verbs, the

Active Voice" (8), p.35.

Crowther: "No article has yet been discovered, and probably there
is none", p.6.
The grammars set out to "discover" categories already established
for English. They have the traditional eight parts of speech with

the complete trappings of cases, number and, in-all cases except one,

= "The study of Yoruba, as of other African languages, has been _
vitiated by an attempt to equate Yoruba words andjusageg with Engllsh,
and, ignoring Yoruba idiom, give them thg same labels, lrrespecﬁlve
of their origin-or grammatical function in the Yoruba sentence.

Ward (16), p.3.



gender. By far the worst example of this fault is Yoruba Composition

by Gaye and Beecroft. In this book, not only are the grammatical
categories for English equated with Yoruba ones, but even the exem-
plification of the Yoruba categories is usually a direct translation
of that of the English categories. The following example is typical
of their approach:
"The Infinitive Mood may be used as: (a) The Subject;
(b) the object of a finite verb.
To live a pious life is the duty of a Christian
Lati wad ni iwd mimd je isé ti Kristiani
Eat to live

Jeun lati wa" (p.lO)3

An indirect result of the transfer of categories is the
construction of linguist's examples, as in the case above, to expound
such categories. Only Ward, whose study is based entirely on actual
texts, is free from this fault. Abraham's dictionary (otherwise an

excellent work for the wealth of material it contains) provides many
instances of such stilted examples:

"Remote future contingency:- .......

‘ Were I to have money, I should buy a book tomorrow ....

m b4 1éwb 14w, emi méa ra fwée kon 16Jla" (p.88)
"témi iwé yii ni

this boék is mine" (p.435)

2 In their preface to this book, the authors wrote: "The authors can
rightly claim this production as the first of its kind ever published?2.
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(Iii) Undefined and Unco-ordinated Categories

Categories established in most of the grammars are very rarely
defined. We are told that the noun is one of the parts of speech.
But, what is a noun? The nearest we get to an answer is an exempli-
fication by "noun" items. Since these items are an open set, a
listing of all such items is impossible. Therefore, we can never
hope to know what a noun is through exemplification nor through listing.
What is true of a noun is true of most other "parts of speech". They
feature from page to page, without any definition of what they are and
where they operate in structure. Delano makes an incursion into
structural definition when he states that verbs are so called because
they may be preceded by auxiliary verbs and the particle A (pp.ix-x).
But the criteria for the other parts of speech are assumed as known
for the purpose of the grammar.

Gaye and Beecroft in Yoruba Composition (but not in their other
4

book) define their main categories in the familiar way:

"A Sentence is an Assemblage of words conveying a complete
sense or thought.
A Simple Sentence expresses a single statement, command or
question. It contains one finite verb only.
A @ompound Sentence consists of two or more simple sentences,
each of which gives, when taken separately, a complete meaning." (p.5)
On the principle that a bad definition is better than no definition,

Gaye and Beecroft may be said to have done better than the other gram-

marians in this respect.

4 cf. Similar definitions of the sentence quoted in Fries (21),pp.9-18.
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In a proper grammar of any language, categories cannot be
assumed . They must be defined by reference to structures. Not
only that, they must be co-ordinated, i.e. related to each other.
In a way, this condition is automatically satisfied if the categories
are, in the first instance, defined by reference to grammatical
structures. In none of the grammars is there any evidence of such
interrelation of categories. This, in effect, is a consequence of
the ad hoc nature of the descriptions.5 A proper description must be
based on a linguistic theory. This is generally accepted in modern

linguistics.

ALk The Present Study

The present study differs from any previous study in that it is
consciously based on a theory.l Unlike previous grammars, categories
established in the grammar are defined, and their relation to one
another is implied in the interrelation of the hierarchy of units in
the theory. The categories set up for the grammar are based on the
internal structure of the language and are not derived from the
categories of English Grammar or of any other language.

With the exception of the few items marked with asterisks,

exemplifiecation of categories is drawn entirely from the text.

B0 Ward ((16); 1i4

1 See Section 2.




1.5 The Transcription

A transcription different from the standard orthography is used
for the text for two reasons:

(2) the need to indicate phonological contrasts which the
of A

does not.
Ex.
Qrthography \ Transcription
(1) i1é bab4 i ilée babé "father's house"
(nominal)
ilé kékeré ilé kékeré "a small house"
(adjective)
(ii) aso tuntun aso tuntun "the new cloth"
(nominal group (nominal group)
or clause) * agd tuntun "the cloth is new"

(clause)

(b) the need to avoid indicating orthographic contrasts which are

not phonological.

EX—.
Orthography Transcription
(i) okdnrin | okinrin  "man"
okoniin
(ii) Ale 4 lo "going"
hbd A bd "coming"

In carrying out (b) above, it has been necessary to consider two
aspects:
(i) The disparity between the orthography and phonology may involve
-a phonological item realised by a single phonetic item, but

represented in the orthography by two or more items.
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Orthography Phonetics Phonology
on
[3] /3
an
(as in fbon, Jkan)
e
. [e] SE/
el

(as in éyéy eiye)

In this case, the orthogresphic contrast is dispensed with in the
transcription,l egpecially as it is considered unnecessary to introduce
such artificial contrasts into a transcription made from a recorded
oral text. Therefore for the two examples immediately above, the

transcription is on and g respectively.

(ii) The disparity between the orthography and the phonology may
involve a phonological item realised by two or more phonetic

items, and represented by a similar number of items in the

orthography.
Ex.

Qrthography Phonetics Phonology
hlo [h3o] - Ao/
fhibd @b 5] / hbd/
hké [fké ] / hké/

In this case, it is felt that a consistent phonological
transcription will o much violence to the orthography. For example,
the non-syllabic nasal [n] (which occurs only before Wit woser——=pty
& nasal vowels) and the lateral [L ] (which occurs before eral

vowels pARIAAAAAN M ) will be realisations of one phoneme; SO

1
Abraham does exactly the same in his dictionary.
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will syllabic nasals and the vowel [f], and, indeed, so will syllabic
nasals and the non-syllabic nasal [n] . This kind of consistency
may be disconcerting to those acéustomed to the standard orthography
and it may make the text unnecessarily difficult to read. Therefore,
only i&g?departurel ha®s8 been made from the orthography in this
respect: Bt
u‘ All syllabic nasals are represented by one symbol in the
transcription (n).
@ Since nasal vowels do not contrast with corresponding oral
vowels after nasal consoenants, nasalisation is not indicated
s wm e e .
on nasal vowels after nasal consonantsAe.g.

mi "take" [a]
cf. kiin "to be full" [@] and kG "die" [u

oymbols used in the Transcription

I 15} %, d, k, g, D, gb
m, n., n
1,
T
i &y s h
J
Wy J
LT (2) i e, e, s Q, 0, u

(b) im, en, on,  un
(A1l the symbols in I and II except n are the same as those used
in the orthography. The phonetic equivalent of the symbols is

roughly the same as that of similar symbols in the IPA Chart,
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with the exception of: p [kp] , s [f], J [dz)y ¥ [§], e[e]
bl o[o], in[r], en[z], on [3], un [U]. Initial
capital letter symbols are used to indicate names).
III The system of tones in the syllable (4.112) is indicated
by the symbols: _

* (high tone) e.g. k6 "teach"

*(low tone) e.g. k¢ T"refuse"

. (assimilated low tone) e.g. y6. "will" (cf. y6§ "to
be filled with food")

Unmarked (mid tone) e.g. ko "write"

The mid tone is marked (-) when there are two syllables
having nasal vowels of the same quality e.g. réf "send him"
(Note that nasalisation is indicated as for one vowel i.e. rbid
instead of rén on . Also, in the case of a nasal vowel after
a nasal consonant, nasalisation is indicated instead of a

repetition of the vowel i.e. min instead of ml u "take it").2

IV Elided vowels in contracted forms (4.2) are indicated by the

symbol ('), as is often done in the orthography.

Ex.
gb' owb (i.e. gba owd)
take money
dé 'wb (i.e. d& owd)
contribute

V Word division is indicated by spacing, except in the case of

fixed verb<nominal collocation (e.g. jé.ké "sit", pddé "meet),

s This convention agrees with that of Abraham in his dictionary.
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two syllables having nasal vowels of the same quality (e.g. wod
(i.e. won &) "they don't"....) and simple single-gillable
contractions (4.221) e.g. ri i.e. ri i "see it". In a
reduplicated word (4.3), word division is indicated as between

two words.

VI For the symbols: //, /, and : used in connection with the
contour group, See 4.111. The following sample of the standard
orthography may be compared with a transcription of the same text

as it would appear, if it were part of the text used for this study.

Orthography

Iwo omQ, se akiyesi eniti o duro ni apa otun re yi, wo o dada,
on ni ng o ran si ¢ ni ehin o¢la, nigbati iwg ba kuro ni kekere,
ti iwo ba di okunrin, eleyi ni yio to o wa, ti yio so bi aiye on
3

bg i ri fun 0.

Transcription

two omo // se dkiyési eni t{ & dhrb ni apd Jttn .re .yi // wd
6 dbadda // Sun ni n 6. rém si o nf éhin Jla // n' L.gba ti
iwd b4 ktrd ni kékeré // ti Iwd b4 di okinrin // elé.yi ni yb.

t3 6 wa& // ti yb. so bi ayé Suh b4 ti ri fhn ¢ //

5 This piece of text is taken from Fagunwa (7) p.5
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2 STRUCTURES AND CLASSES IN THE THEORY OF GRAMMAR

2.1 Grammar
d&%nul n s 4&0?3 oS

Grammar ishﬁhat part of the formal level of language at which
closed systems opefate? To account for the grammatical level, the
theory of granmmigprovides for a set of interlocking and mutually-
defining categories - Unit, Structure, Class and System - and three
gcales of abstraction which relate these categories to one another and

to the linguistic data.

2.2 Scales of Abstraction

The three scales of abstraction are: Rank, Delicacy and Exponence

2.21 The Rank Scale

Grammgtical units are of varying extent. For instance, the
sentence is“larger’ than the clause and the clause is“larger’than the
group. The relation of one unit to another is one of constituency.l
BEach unit, except the smallest, consists of one or more members of the
next largest unit. Units, therefore, form a hierarchy, and the rank

scale is the scale of abstraction set up Powr-eecoorme SR this

hierarchy. Units are ranged on the rank scale from the lowest to the

highest end (or vice versa).

e

2.211 Rank Shift
It follows from the relation of constituency between units that the

highest unit may consist of a single lowest unit. Although this

2.1 Note 1 For a detailed exposition of the theory, See Halliday (36)
pp. 241 - 292. The description of Yoruba in Section 3 is based
on thig theory.

2.21 Note 1 For "relations of constituency" See Juilland 839)2%9. 29 =
32. Cf. Bazell's "relations of containment™ Bazell (29) Dp.
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relation is not reversible, it sometimes happens that a unit on a
higher rank is found in the structure of a unit on a lower rank. For
example, the clause, "I met" in the structure of the group "the man I
met". A unit of one rank may also be found within the structure of
another unit of the same rank; for example, the group "in the garden"
in the structure of the group "the man in the garden'. In both of
these cases, we talk of a rank shift. In the one case, a clause which
is a constituent in sentence structure rankshifted into group structure,
in the other, a group which is a constituent in clause structure

rankshifted into group structure.l

2.22 The Scale of Delicacy

The scale of delicacy is an abstraction for describing increasing
complexity.l A parallel of this scale at work outside grammar'may be
found in the following descriptions of a girl: "a tall blonde", "a tall
blue-eyed blondd', " a tall blue-eyed blonde wearing dark glasses".

Each successive deécription gives an additional detail about the girl,
and is, for that reason, more delicate than the preceding one.

In grammar, a structure or a class becomes more delicate if
further differentiation is made in such a way a&s to yield secondary
structures or classes.2 Categories are ranged on the scale agcording
to their degree of delicacy; one end of the scale being the least

delicate, the other, being the most delicate.

2.211 Note 1 For examples of rankshifted units in Yoruba, See
Sections: 3D, 3E.

Soe e As Halliday points out, this scale is a clinej; a cline
being defined as "a continuum carrying potentiality of infinite
gradation". See Halliday (36), pp.272; 249.
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2.23 The Exponence Scale

The justification for setting up abstract categories at all in
grammar is the existence of some data to be accounted for. Therefore,
the categories have their value in their possibility of being related to
the data. The exponence scale is the abstraction employed to indicate
this relation. On the highest end of it is an abstract category, and
on the lowest end, the formal item which is said to be an exponent of
this category.l One can move directly from the highest to the lowest
end, but between the two ends of the scale, it is also possible to take

gradual steps in exponence.2

2.231 Steps in Exponence

These steps are of three kinds:
(i) a statement of class with reference to the structure of the
unit next above;
(ii) a statement of structure in terms of elements of structure;
(iii) a statement of the class of the unit next below operating at

Eilimlnl each place in structure.

The last two steps may be taken for all categories, but the first
step may only be taken for the unit.

Steps in exponence are taken in succession: (i), (ii), (4iii);
G Cid), ((i11) ete. for the unity (di)y (ddii); (i), (dii) ete. for
other categories, except an element of structure for which the succession

is (FaF), (3i); (2i41), (ii1) etes

2»25 Wotel The formal item itself is an abstraction from the phonic
or graphic substance. See Diagram of the framework of linguistic
levels, Halliday (36) p.244; and p.271 note 68

2420 Sllouche This is done without any move on the scale of Delicacy.
Cf. Halliday (36) p.271.
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The number of steps to be taken depends on (a) the kind of category
(for example, a unit, a structure and an element of structure on the
same rank differ respectively by one step); (b) the position of the
category on the rank scale (for example, there is a difference of two
steps in exponence between a clause structure and a group structure)
i.e. the higher the category on the rank scale, the greater the number

of steps to be taken before reaching the ultimate exponent.

2.24 Interrelation of Scales

A move down the exponence scale automatically involves a move on
the rank scale.l With this exception, a move on one scale may, but

need not, involve a move on any other scale.

2.3 Unit

The category of the unit accounts for the varying stretches that
carry linguistic patterns. The relation between one unit and another
has already been discussed above (See 2.21). The justification for the
recognition of a higher unit is the possibility of (i) having more than
one member of the next lower unit in the higher unit and (ii) all the
classes of the former unit functioning within the latter. (See

restrictions' 2.421).1

2. 248 ool The position taken here is different from that of Halliday.
Cf. Halliday (36) p.270. ., The example cited by him of a move in
exponence only - exemplification of classes of a given unit - really
involves a move in rank (an upward move) as well, since the classes
of a given unit are groupings of this unit according to its
occurﬁe?ce in the next higher unit on the rank scale. See 2.231
Step (1).

&r G e o (42) p.4 "Crucial to the setting up of one level as
over against another, however, is the analytical requirement that
unit types on one level must in some sense (1) be a matrix for
controlling the occurrence and relative (fixed or free) order of
included constituents, and (2) be structurally orgenised in a manner
which in some sense is sharply in contrast with the layer pext
higher or lower in the hierarchy."



= e

The number of units to be recognised depends on the particular
language. But theoretically, every language must have at lé%t two
units.(otherwise there will be no rank scale, no structures and no
classes). For English, as well as Yoruba, it has been found necessary
to recognise five units. These are (in descedding order): Sentence,
Clause, Group, Word and Morpheme.

It is the nature of the lowest and the highest units that they are
partially "defective". The lowest unit lacks a Structure, because there
are no lower units operating within it, and the highest unit lacks
classes because it does not operate in the structure of a higher unit.2
2.4 Structure

Since every unit consists of one or more members of the unit
immediately below it on the rank scale, it follows that a unit may be
described in tefms of syntagmatic combinations of members of the next

lower unit. For example,

Highest T S (KKK)
Unit_ K (GGG)
Rank G (Www)
Scaie W (MVJM )
Lowest M
Uit oY

Each of such combinations constitutes a structure of the particular unit.

e Cf. Haas (35), p.68. "Sentences having no other than analytic defin-

itions, can be classified only by reference to constituent features".
For an example of such classification, See Bendor-Samuel (18), pp.35-39.
The absence in many languages of a unit above the sentence is what
makes the sentence so difficult to define: Cf. Halliday (22),p.182
"a...here 'sentence' is the name given to the largest unit about which
grammatical statements are to be made."  Picke®f4l), p.31:"Because

of the complexities of this type (i.e. the sentence), we suggest the
choise of a more easily described unit to be used as starting point

in early analysis. The unit suggested is the CLAUSE".



- 20 =

2.41 Elements of Structure

It is the nature of a structure that the occurrences of the same
unit of which it is composed can be differentiated from one another by
the way they pattern in structure - either by the relations they
contractl or by the positions in which they occur. The possibility of
such differentiation is reflected in the setting up of different elements
of structure. For example, for a clause structure in which groups are
differentiated K (Gl G2 G3) - roughly G nominal, verbal and adverbial
respectively, we may have a structure SPA with the different elements
S, P, A (wakigllyp- equivalent to Subject, Predicator, Adjunct).

Every structure is made up of elements each of which occupies a
place in structure. The number of elements in a structure is equal
to the number of places in that structure. (See 2.421)

In many structures, it is possible to have more than one occurrence
of the same element of structure. Most structures in Yoruba admit of
this possibility. In the description of Yoruba structures, this
possibility wiil be assumed unless the contrary is specifically stated

in a particular case, such as, for example, H in nominal group structure.

2.42 Criteria for Structures

The difference between one structure and another is determined by
three criteria: (i) the number of places in the structure, (ii) the
elements of structure in these places, and (iii) the sequence of these

elements.l

s o These are presupposition relations: +traditionally,
concord, agreement, government etc. See Juilland:"relations
of presupposition" Juilland (39) p.33. Cf. Bazell: "relations
of accompaniment" Bazell (29) pp.13-15.

2.42 Note 1 Structures may differ in rank and class as well. But
these need not be considered separately since such differences
are automatically reflected in the differences above.
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The first two criteria are crucial because they apply to all
structures; the third applies only to structures in which sequence

is a feature of the relation between elements of structure.

2.421 Places in Structure

Bvery structure is characterised by the number of places in it.

An English clause structure of three places (e.g. SPC: "He saw a man")
is a different structure from one of two places (e.g. SP: "He came")

Bvery unit (or a class of it) has one or more structures. For

example, primary structures of the nominal group in English are H, MH,
HQ, MHQ.l In this example, the smallest structure has only one place,
and the largest has three places. Two restrictions must however be
noted:

(i) Although a unit may have a structure of one place, every unit
must have at least one structure of more than one place. (The
structure of a unit with only one structure of one place is
already accounted for by that of a lower unit).

(ii) Every unit must have at least one structure with the maximum
number of places.i.e. the same number as there are elements of
structure. (otherwise there will be a redundant element).

In describing the rank scale, it is the largest structure that is

- usually taken as representing the structure of each unit.

2.422 Different BElements of Structure

Two structures may have the same number of places and yet be

1 por "primary structures" See 2.43
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different structures. This is definitely the case if the elements

of structure in the places in one structure are not identical with those
in the other. For example, the English clause structures: SPC and

SPA (e.g. "He saw a man"; "He worked in the garden"). If however the
elements of structure are identical, the structures can only be the same

if sequence is not a crucial feature of structure.

2.423 BSequence of Elements

The importance of sequence depends on whether it is a basic feature
of the relation between elements of structure. In Latin, for instance,
sequence is not a feature of the primary clause structure. The six
possible sequences of the clause "puer fratrem amat" constitute only one
structure at the primary structure degree of delicacy.

In some structures, sequence may be only partly crucial; one or
more elements of structure may be non-sequence-determined. An example
of such an element is the Adjunct in English clause structure. The two
clauses: "They carefully considered the plan" and "They considered the
plan carefully" may be described as having the same structure SPCA in
which A is not tied to sequence.

When sequence is a basic feature of structure, two structures which
differ in sequence are different structures. For example, English SP
(e.g. He is) as opposed to PS (e.g. Is he?). It may be necessary in
some cases to consider sequence non-crucial for primary structure, but
to make it a criterion for further differentiation of thé Same primary

structure. A hypothetical example of this is

//’(a) D Tt Core

SPC = (b) P ¢ev...

S

in which the element in initial position is marked. This gives one
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non-sequence-determined primary structure and three sequence-determined

secondary structures.

2.4% Primary and Secondary Structures

Structures can be ranged on the scale of delicacy. The least
delicate structures are primary structures. They comprise the
minimum number of elements neceséary to account for the operation in a
given unit of members of the unit next below. These elements are known
as Primary Elements of Structure.

Progressively more delicate structures of the same unit (or class)
are secondary structures. They arise from a further differentiation of
primary elements of structure into secondary elements of structure. For
example, the primary structure HQ in Yoruba has secondary structures
which arise from a differentiation of the element Q into six sequence-

determined secondary elements of structure.

2.44 Simple and Compound Structures

A compound structure is two or more structures of the same unit plus
a linking element (&). For example, the Yoruba compound nominal

group: baba 24ti 1y4 (father and mother)
N & N

A simple structure is one without a linking element.l

2.5 (Class

It has been shown in 2.41 that members of a lower unit operating

in a higher structure can be grouped according to the way they pattern

L
In Halliday (26) "simple" and "compound" are used in a different
sense. See p.253.
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in structure. Such a grouping provides the basis for both elements

of structure and classes. The different elements make up the

structure of a unit, and the grouping of members of the unit next

below according to which elements of structure they expound yields

classes. In an SPA clause structure in English, the members of the

unit group which expound the elements of structure constitute three

classes of the group: Nominal Group, Verbal Group and Adverbial

Group.

A rigid interpretation of this definition of class means that

there are as many classes as there are elements of structure. The

S : 1l
theory, however, allows for one modification. Two or more elements

of structure may be expounded by the same class if (i) the items

operating at the place of these elements are substantial 1y the samez

(ii) some items operating at the place of one element are assigned

on morphological grounds to the membership of a class expounding

another element.

3

il

This modification takes into account the realities of the
patterning of items in structure (i.e. the possibility of a group
of items occurring at more than one place in structure). But it
may have the effect of weakening the syntactic concept of class,
especially in case (ii) below.

Cf. Halliday (36) p.263, especially note 51

Also, Halliday (37 "Where the set of items operating as two or
more elements of structure show more than an arbitrary degree of
overlap, as in the case of subject and complement -- most items
that can be subject can also be complement, and vice versa -=- these
are conflated into a single primary class: thus the nominal group
is the primary class expounding both subject and complement in
English clause structure”.

See Halliday (37). Commenting on the class membership of the item
"this morning" in the clause "I came this morning", he says: "The
syntactic class defined by operation as adjunct is the adverbial
group; that defined by operation as subject or complement is the
nominal group. Syntactically, therefore, this morning could be
assigned to either of these classes. Morphologically, however, it
clearly resembles other nominal groups (this morning, this man etc.)
rather than other adverbial groups (quickly, on the floor etc.), and
this can be allowed to determine its primary syntactic assignment."
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2.51 Primary Classes

Classes in a one/one relation to primary elements of structure

are primary classes.

2.52 Secondary Classes

Classes in a one/one relation to secondary elements of structure
are secondary classes. The following diagram reproduced from

Halliday (36) illustrates the way in which secondary classes are

constituted.
Least Scale of Most
Highest A EQ;}cate Delicacy Dellsfte
Abstractive A _— D
. Primary Secondary
Structure Structure
Scale
of
Expanence
Primary Secondaryl
Data | Class Class
B e —> c

Secondary classes may be divided into two types according to the
secondary structures in which they operate.
Type (a) is exemplified by the following diagram:

A —— D

S s
Post head nominalj adjective;
gqualifier numeral

B C

The secondary classes are in one/one relation to elements of

structure which are derived from Q by differentiation into three

1 Halliday (36) p.263. The letters A, B, C, D not in the original

diagram are inserted here for ease of reference to the direction
of the arrows.
A further modification involving BC will be introduced in 2.53.
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sequence-determined secondary elements of structure.
Type (b) is exemplified by a simplified English clause structure

SP in which the class at S is restricted to a particular kind of nominal

group.
A  —————— D
T
SP Sa/b Pa/b
it
Nominal Group S(a) Nominal Singular P(a) Verbal group
B (Verb + z)
(b) Nominal Plural (b) Verbal group
(Verb %

C
The secondary classes are in one/one relation to secondary elements
of structure derived from SP on the basis of presupposition relation

between more delicate divisions of the two elements of Structure.2

2455 Subclasses™

More delicate classes derived from primary classes on the basis
of a systemic choice from a finite grouping of the exponents of such
primary classes may be called sub-classes. For example, a free clause

2

in English exhibits a system of mood. On the basis of this systemn,

the primary class may be grouped into four subclasses:

oo e A third type exemplified by the hypothetical structure
XYZY —> XYaZY¥Yb is given in Halliday (36) p.260. Thig in fact
belongs to type (a), since it is derived from a primary
structure in which Y is non=sequence-determined relative to Z.

2r53 Noteisl "Sub-classes" in Halliday (36) (See p.260) refers to
secondary classes of type (b) 2.52.

2,55 Hote 2 pon "system" and "systemic choice", See 2.6
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SP EAffirmative Clause) )
PS Interrogative Clause
SR AT P (Imperative Clause)

B R (Moodless Clause) 3
>C  [Sub-Classes]

3 This diagram represents a modification of the original to allow

for subclasses at C.

Halliday's position in his paper (Halliday, (36)) is that ADC

(secondary class) is always equal to ABC (Sub-class): "More

delicate classes derived from secondary structures are referable

both as exponents to secondary structures and as subdivisions ....
to primary classes" p.263, note 50. "their i.e. subclasses'
relation to secondary elements of structure is implied but need

not be stated" p.265. In fact, ADC # ABC except in type (b)

secondary class in which the complementary secondary classes are

subclasses of two different primary classes as well.

The recognition of independent ADC and ABC secondary classes

(§§§ Halliday (37)) is a modification by Halliday of his original

position. This modification has the following implications for

the theory:

(1) Secondary classes may be set up without.reference to secondary
structures. This may lead to the setting up of purely
contextual choices e.g. animate/inanimate nominals as secondary
classes.

(ii) A1l the possible structures of a unit qualify as secondary
classes.

(iii) The distinction between 'class' and ‘'paradigm' is partially
blurred, since paradigms ("groupings of items on the basis of
likeness in their own structure" p.262) may become secondary
classes of the ABC type.

On the other hand, ABC classes help to account for important
grammatical choices like mood, voice, transitivity etc.
Therefore, it is advisable to retain ABC classes (provided
paradigms are redefined). But it should be pointed out that,
because they are not tied to secondary structures, ABC classes
are less powerful than ADC classes. Thas is why the two types
have been separated here as sub-classes and secondary classes
respectively.

In a recent paper (Halliday (37)), Halliday makes a distinction
between classes, like ABC above, derived through choice ("choice
classes") and classes derived through sequence ("chain classes").
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2.6 System

Items are said to constitute a system, if they are finite and
mutually exclusive, and if the value of each item varies according
to the number of items in the system.l Every system therefore
implies a choice - a systemic choice. A choice between "table"
and "pen" in the frame "The - is over there" does not constitute a
system because it does not fulfil the three requirements above,
whereas a choice between "boy" and "boys" in "I saw the - " is a
system.

A system therefore has to be related to secondary classes or sub-
classes.2

There are two types of systems: (i) a system of secondary classes
(ADC, type (b)) in which the system is inferred from the secondary
structure, and (ii) a system of sub-classes in which the sublclasses

are inferred from the system. (ABC)3

2.61 Terms in a System

BEach of the items in a system is a "term" in that system.

See Halliday (36) p.247.
Cf. Firth (34) p.22

Since secondary classes and subclasses imply primary classes, and
primary classes imply places in structure, it follows that a system
exists onliy at a place in structure.

Cf. Allen (17) p. 131. "The principle to be stressed is that
systems are established at specific places in structure, and that
this is the sole guarantee of their relevance".

An example of (i) is the system of number corresponding to the
secondary classes of nominals (See 2.52)

An example of (ii) is the system of mood corresponding to the sub-
classes of free clauses (See 2.53). Further examples could be
found in Section 3.



2.7 Structures, Classes and Transformation

This section is intended to point briefly to an alternative way of
handling grammatical structures within a different theory (i.e. Trans-
formational) and to indicate correspondences between the two approaches.l

The syntactic component of transformational grammar consists of

two sub-components: Constituent structure and Transformation.

2.71 Constituent Structure

This is another name for immediate constituent structure. It is
usually represented by a "branching tree" diagram in which each
structure is described in terms of its two constituents (or elements
of structure).l It is non-hierarchical (i.e. its units cannot be
described in terms of the rank scale). For example, a sentence
consists of two phrases (NP + VP), but a VP consists of a word plus a
phrase (i.e. Verb + NP).2 But the idea of structure is similar: a
structure consists of a number of places (in this case, two places,
usually), and at each place is a different element of structure. In
constituent structure, both=element of structure and class are
conflated e.g. N is an element of structure in an NP and also the class
of items that are found at that place in structure. As a result of
this, more than one class may be found at each place in structure.

For example, VP is an element of structure in S as well as a class of
structure, Verb + NP; which means that at the place of the element

VP operate the two classes: Verb and NP.

Rl LG For ease of reference, the other theory will be called
"Categorical" grammar, a name given to it by transformationalists.

<ol Lilloter Cf. Chomsky (31) p.23 "A transformational approach to
syntactic description thus allows us to express the element of truth
contained in the familiar theories of immediate constituent analysis,
with their emphasis on binary splitting, without at the same time
committing us to the arbitrary assignment of superfluous structure
Ehgulred(%%)such theories" See "branching tree" diagram in

2.1 Note 2 Ghomsky (%0) p.26
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2.711 Rewrite Rules

Rewrite rules are an important part of the constituent structure
component of transformational grammar. These rules may be classified
into three in terms of "categorical" grammar:

(i) Structural Rules e.g. NP—T + N

(NP sing.)
IR pl. )

(iii) Exponence Rules e.g. T — the

(ii) Systemic Rules e.g. NP—

This classification is an adequate indication of how
"categorical" grammar accounts for the same facts, and for the nature

of abstraction involved in each case.

2.72 TIransformation

The transformational sub-component of the grammar is the level
at which transformations apply to structures. ("A transformation
is defined by the structural analysis to which it spplies and the

structural change that it effects on these strings").l

2.721 Obligatory and Optiocnal Transformations

A transformation may be obligatory or optional. An obligatory

transformation must be applied to an appropriate string (or structure)

Chomsky (30) p.lll

A transformation may convert one structure into another structure
or several structures into one structure. The two types are known
as "singularly" and "generalised" transformations respectively.

(See Chomsky (31) pp. 22-24). Only the former type will be
considered in the present discussion.
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in order to produce a proper sentence (or a final structure which can
be exemplified in the language). An optional transformation need not

be applied to give such a sentence.l

2.722 Systemic and Non-gsystemic Transformations

In terms of "categorical" grammar, transformations may be
classified as to whether they are systemic or non-systemic. Systemic
transformations in turn may be obligatory or optional. Obligatory
systemic transformations are transformations applied to an element of
structure in order to yield a system. For example, "Number
Transformation".

( 8 in the context NP sing - g
C=——o( ¢ in the context NP plu -
( past
[C stands for the system of number which must be selected with
any verb3:L

Optional systemic transformations involve transformations between
structures which are terms in a system. For example, Tq (Question
Transformation) which converts an affirmative clause into an

interrogative clause e.g.

They can arrive ——=Can they arrive? 2
or the passive transformation which converts an active sentence into a

2.721 Note 1
A sentence in the generation of which an obligatory transformation
has been applied is a kernel sentence. Schachter has recently
shown that the distinction between kernel and non-kernel sentences
in so far as optional "one-string" transformations are concerned,
is at best, trivial, and at worst, misfeading, since each
optional transformation may be converted into an obligatory
systemic transformation (See Later 2.722). See Schachter (45)
Ppe 519 ~ 324.

2.722 Note 1
See Chomsky (30) p.39. The arrows=yis currently being used by
Chomsky and others (See Preprints of Papers for the Ninth Congress
of Linguists) to differentiate between transformational rules and
rewrite rules - a distinction not made in Chomsky (30).

2,722 Note 2

Chomsky (30) p.63.
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passive one €.8.

John admires sincerity—sincerity is admired by John.3
Systemic transformations are handled in "categorical" grammar by a
statement of systems. A system of voice in English gives the
distinction between active and passive clauses, and a system of mood
shows the distinction between affirmative and interrogative clauses.

A1l the terms in the system are simply stated. In the case
of optional systemic transformation, this approach has the advantage
of eliminating the need to transform one term from another.

The implication is that a term in a system which is a transform
need not be referred to a non-existent string. For example,
emphatic clauses with Z question items in Yoruba (B5.122) need not
be derived from non-emphatic clauses with corresponding question
items, which do not exist, but will only be listed as a defective
term (under stated conditions) in the system.

Transformations which do not involve a system as defined above
are non-gystemic. Like systemic transformations, they may be

obligatory e.g.

ob.

- sep.

(obligatory separation transformation)
The police brought in him=—=>The police brought him in
or optional e.g.
/P ggé. (optional separation transformation)

The police brought in the criminal=—=="The police brought the
criminal in.

Obligatory systemic transformations excepted, all transformations
may in%olve (i) change of structure (see examples immediately above)
(ii) addition of one or more items e.g. obligatory "do" transformation
to add "do" to the morpheme Z John - S + n't - come=>John doesn't

come or T not: they can come=—=>they can't come.

5 Chomsky (30) p.43
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(iii) deletion of one or more items e.g.

Elipsis of agent transformation (T3)

They were put by the side of the road by the police=——3 They were
put by the side of the road.4

Combinations of one or more of these three are possible e.g.
T adj: The boy is tall=——3the tall boy or T passive (see above)?

"Categorical" grammar does not establish any relation between
structures involved in non-systemic transformation. It merely makes
a statement of the structures involved. For example, "the boy is
tall" is an SPC clause structure, and "the tall boy" is an MMH
nominal group structure. In this respect, transformational grammar
has one important advantage: It can relate structures on the same
rank or on different ranks. Hence, in describing one structure, it
can take into consideration its "derivational history"? This is why

it has been very successful in dealing with structural ambiguity.7

4 See Lees (23) pp.34-35. The other examples are from Chomsky (30)
pp.62-63; pp.T75-T6.

> (@f. Schachter (45) p.321. Given transformations of types (ii) and
(iii) above, transformational grammar may be reduced to absurdity
by transforming any sentence from another. For example, John saw
the girl——=China is industrialising rapidly. This possibility
has been recognised (Cf. example just quoted from Chomsky (31) p.1l9),
but, so far, only tentative suggestions have been made as to what
restrictions should apply in order to rule it out.
See Chomsky (31) pp.20; 24. Putnam (43) p.42.

6 The "derivational history" of a structure may even be fictitious.
This is the case when it is derived from a non-existent structure.
Many of the so-called "embedding transformations" are derived from
a non-existent intermediate structure.

i

For examples of this, See Chomsky (30) pp.88-89. Also Chomsky (32)
Pp«517=523.

However, for over-differentiation of an "ambiguous" structure,

See Lees (23) p.64.
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2.73 Grammar or Lexis?

Transformational grammar accounts for the occurrence of "John
admires sincerity" and the non-occurrence of "sincerity admires John"
'by a statement of restrictions through secondary classes.l

This is a powerful descriptive statement (and it can be made
within the framework of categorical grammar), provided that it is
not too complicated. In practice, however, so many secondary classes
which cut across each other have to be set up. For example, the
following secondary classes of the verb (and they could be multiplied!)
require a grouping of the NP into secondary classes, some of which are

co—-extensive with one or more of the others

(V, e.g. 'admire'; V, e.g. 'frighten'; Vs e.g. 'meed'; V, e.g. teat ')

Categorical grammar acknowledges this difficulty by dividing the
level of Form into two: Grammar and Lexis. The latter level
accounts for linguistic patternings that cannot easily be handled in
grammar. For example, instead of trying to account for the non-
occurrence of "a green baby" in grammar by setting up secondary classes
of colour adjectives and of the nominals with which they occur in
structure, the linguist moves into lexis and talks of the collocation3
of the lexical items "green" and "baby". This collocation is said

to be unlexical just as "sincerity admires John" is unlexical.4

e See Chomsky (30) 5.42.

2 Cf. Lees' 27 secondary classes of verbs. Lees (23) pp.22-23.

3 A concept introduced by Firth and now widely used by many linguists.
See Firth (33) p.194.

4

The case for a level of lexis is convincingly put by . McIntosh
"For there is a difference between speaking about the eligibility
of a particular CLASS OF UNIT in swmecplace or places in the
grammatical structure of a language and about the eligibility of
exponents of that class of unit in such a place or places in a
gi?ticular sentence." McIntosh (40) p.325. For a recognition of

€ desirability of a "semantical" gs oBposed to a "grammaticgl"
level within : &
Patnan (43) pg%gsfra%gvofﬁ o% %rans%ormatlonal grammar, See
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34 THE SENTENCE

toidered i s dwseriphon & be

The Sentence iskthe highest grammatical unit in Yoruba,
and, as such, can only be structurally defined in terms of its
elements of structure. These elements of structure are X ,
and B , and at their places in structure operate the classes of
the clause: free clause and dependent clause respectively. The
two primary structures of the sentence are:

S

Bach of these must have oneel , but not more than one. But there
can be more than one B in the latter structure,in which ﬁ dbsays Frwadﬂ.sot

Phonologically, there is a potentiality of silence before
and after a sentence. But there can be several sentences within
a single utterance by the same speaker. The beginning of an
utterance by a different speaker always marks the beginning of a
new sentence.

Examples of sentence structure:
A : ebi ma A so mo ‘'‘raa won papd

"Families are usually closely-knit"

wén £ 4 se & paédpdd

"Even so, they still do it."

omo anfani Jdo

"May you be blessed with an illustrious issue!"

kkk sPLtt 6 b4 d' 036 Qdtn // wén & 1o k' hso wd

"Whenever there is a festival, they get well dressed."
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n' 11ée YO6b4 // ebi ma 4 so mo 'raa won pipd

"Tn Yorubalend, families are usually closely-knit."

Pﬁ“ﬁ 1* B.x6 // t' 6 0 b4 da // o k' éron n' iyen

f

"In Lagos, if you don't contribute, then you've had it."

Al Compound Sentence Structure

The Compound structure: Sen. & Sen. consists of two or more
sentences linked by linking element(s). The exponents of the
linking element (&) are: sugbén "but"; t2bi, dbi "or"; yild ....

tdbli "whether .... or'.

Ex.
Sen. & Sen. 1' 4yé atijd // n' igbd t' 6h kbékb bére aso ebi
N I d b £ A I . -

(g (B .yen // 6 da // sdgbén n' i.sinyin // won ti # fi
'kon smin bg ¢
"In the past, when the custom of buying a 'family
dress' was first introduced, it was good. But
nowadays, some unfortunate things are being
associated with it."

?enj & &(}‘oenj dwon YOOb4 ma A p' Owé .kon // tdbi wdn ma A

X e

dt 4.2 .kon pé ....

"The Yorubas have a proverb or rather they have

a saying that .... "

Sen. & Sen. & Sen. yalda fvd ni & ni do // tdbii Yortba ni do //

() () (ot)

t2bii Halsé ni 8o ....

"Whether you are an Ibo or a Yoruba or a Hause ... "
As in the example immediately above, a compound sentence structure with
the linker y&i3..... tabi is always rankshifted as a dependent clause
(See 30).
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3B THE CLAUSE : FREE

The free clause operates at &4 in sentence structure.l
There are two types of free clauses: (i) free clauses which
operate in both primary structures of the sentence, and (ii) free
clauses which operate only in a one-element sentence structure.
The latter type usually occurs as a question or an answer to a
gquestion. When it is an answer to a question, it is a free clause
only when not followed by a verbal clause (B2) in the same utterance.
When it is so followed, it is usually a dependent clause (3C).
Most verbal clauses are of type (i), and non-verbal clauses (other
than those with two elements) are of type (ii).

A1l clauses are potentially free clauses in a one-element

gentence structure.

Bl BElements of Clause Structure

Elements of clause structure may be classified into two:
Bagic and Subsidiary.

Basic elements of clause structure are those elements which
can expound .a clause structure of only one element. They are:
Subject (S), Predicator (P), and Adjunct (4).

Subsidiary elements of clause structure are those elements
which cannot expound a clause structure of only one element. They
are: Clause Initiator (I), Pre-emphatic element (Z), Emphatic

element (x), and Clause final element (o).

i A free clause may be rankshifted to operate in a unit lower than

the sentence. (See E10.1; Fl1l.3)
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B2 Subclasses of the Free Clause

There are two subclasses of the free clause: Verbal and
Non-verbal. A free clause structure in which there is a predicator
or an emphatic element is a verbal clause. A free clzuse without

either of these elements is a non-verbal clause.

B3 Primary Structures: The Verbal Free Clause

Primary structures of the verbal free clause may be classified
into two: (i) Basic structures, made up of one or more basic elements
of structure; (ii) Subsidiary structures, made up of one or more basic
and subsidiary elements of structure. Subsidiary structures may be
further classified into: (a) Structures with the emphatic element,

(b) Stmuctures with the clause final element, and (c) Structures with

the clause initiator.

B5 . Basic Structures

Basic verbal clause structures are:
SP, SPA, iz PA.

In each structure, there must be one (and not more than one)
predicator. There éﬁ? only be one subject in a clause; but there
may be more than one adjunct. déﬁmd.ﬁhn

There are two sequence-determined secondary elements dfhthe

adjunct: A, (initial adjunct) and A, (final adjunct).t

Al
The classes of the group operating as subject and predicator
are the nominal group and the verbal group réspectively. The main

class of the group operating as adjunct is the adverbial group.

L e Adjunct in Clause structure is discussed in F2.
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Examples of Basic clause structures:

SP igi .kbén wa
tree one exists

"There is a tree."

SPA 0l bi A kGrd die aié
it has -ing stop little little
"It's stopping gradually."

P mé. gé

not do it
"Ponlt deodbe!

PA ma sbn aid aig
continue pay it little little

"Be paying it by instalments."

B L1 SP Structure

There are two types of SP structures:
(i) SP structures with an overt exponent of S;

(ii) SP structures with a zero exponent of 8.

B 1 Structure with overt exponent of S

An SP structure with an overt exponent of S is marked by a
high tone junction which is indicated on the subject.
The junction rules may be stated in terms of modification

to the final syllable of the exponent of S.
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(i) Final High Tone Syllable: No change.

Ex.
ltem Item as S.
owS "money" owd wd "there's money"
= artigbé "an old person" artghbd we n' 11& "there's an old

person in the house"

(ii) Final Mid Tone Syllables—High (except when immediately

preceded by a High Tone, in which case, a High Tone syllable

is added.)
Bx.
Item Item as S

iyen "that" 1yén géro "that is difficult"
dwon egbée won "their awon egbée wén ti A r' asq .yen

colleagues" "their colleagues are already

buying that dress"

aldso "the cloth seller" alasod wa n' ibi "the cloth seller

is here"

(iii) Final Low Tone Syllable:-+High Tone Syllable (except when
immediately preceded by a Low Tone, in which case, it is

replaced by a High Tone.Syllable.)

Ex.
Item _ Item as S
tigd "teacher" tigad padé .mi "the teacher met me"

olGwa ré "the person concerned" oltwa réé gbb.dd sd 'ra
"fhe person concerned must be careful"

batd "shoe" betd 4 ta 'un 1' ésé "his shoes pinch"
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For the purpose of rules (ii) and (iii), an assimilated low

tone (4.112) operates like a low tone. Hence any syllable preceded

by it:—High.

Ex.

Ttem Item as S

igi .kon "a tree" igi .kén wd "there's a tree"

3 £é '.ke.ji obinrin ti & f£é& '.ke.ji wa

obinrin ti o
"o, woman who doesn't want "there are women who dislike the

a partner" company of other wiveg"

The SP junction is essential for contrasting different

structures in those cases where formal item exponents are otherwise

identical.
Bx.

Nominal Gmw up Clause

* ago tuntun * agd tuntun

cloth new cloth new

"a_new cloth" "the cloth is new"

, which is structurally ambiguous,

(cf. however, * ilé  tuntun
house new

i.e. "a new house" or "the house is new".)

* * émi péliu won * émi pdldu won
I with thenm

"They and I" "I am with them"

The SP junction does not occur before the preverbs (D3.2):

O~

ggﬁ@gi, 1v4, 1bdd, a; nor before the verbs: da '"where is?"; 14

It is optional before the preverbs: yb. and &, and

]

"how about?".
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after the subject that follows the preverb g;.l

iyen S da

"that's not good"

érd & pd cf. 1yén 4 dfird
"there will be many people" "that Will stand"
owb aso da

money cloth where is?

"pay the bill for the cloth"

k' {kinrin méa .... cf. k' mod s4....
should man continue should child run
"a man should be eceos "a child should run away"

When the verbs: ki, pé, ni and the initiators: ti, 1jé are
reduplicated as exponents of the verbal elements of structure: r,
f (D3.21; D3.4), and the clausal elements of structure: x, I
(B3.2; B3.4) respectively, there is an obligatory double exponent
of S consisting of two nominal groups, the second of which is a
pronoun or nominal group (having a qualifier) (3E). The sequence
of these exponents is: Item — Nominal Group — Item — Nominal

Group. There is a contour group division (4.1) after the first

nominal group.

lAbsence of tonal junction correlates in some cases with a zero
third person pronoun subject, and in other cases, with the non-
occurence of a pronoun subject. cf. Rowlands (11), pp. 385-6.
‘The only exception to this correlation is the optional occurence
of the junction in the case of the three preverbs mentioned above.

When the preverb ki "should" is part of the predicator, the
SP structure is partially discontinuous, with ki preceding the subject.
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6ye ki dsd n6d / k' 6 kard 1' 4.4rin wa
should the custom should it

"It is necessary that the custom should be discontinued
among us"

émi é m$ p' A.won “Imdle / pé wbn 4 te 'yonrin

say the muslims say they

"I am not aware that the muslims also divine by making
marks on sand"

b' A dé ge ge ni dgitdn /1' b bk sh j& dde
is sheep is it

"And, as soon as they cut it, a sheep jumped out"

/’i\

dwon fwé +1 ZJwon aldgbaa wa / t' G4 ko

which our elders which they

"The books written by our elders"

216 bioE Chen 4 236 T8 b* ag .yen m

does that blouse does it

"Does that blouse fit in with the rest of the dress?"
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B3.112 Structure with a zero exponent of S

The third person singular pronoun subject (E5.12) has
a zero exponent before the preverbs (D3.2): k&, ki, Ib4,
tpéd, 3b. -
BEx.
k8 f&é rs "He doesn't want to buy"

not want to buy

1béd j¥ fba ni "Even if he is a king"

even if is king is

kI 1 s' ojd "It isn't the market"

not -ing is market

B3.2 Subsidiary Structures with the emphatic element

Structures with the emphatic element must have the pre-emphatic

element (Z) and a subject.
Primary structures with the emphatic element are:

ZxSP, ZxSPA, ZxS, ZxSA.

B3.21 Class and Subclasses at X

The class of items at x is the verbal group consisting of

either one or both of the verbs: ni "is" and gé "is not"

with or without any of the preverbs (D3.2): tié, séd, si, md,

)

s, dé. These preverbs are chargcterised by the SP junction

when they operate in the predicator. But there is no such junction
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between a Z and the following verbal group at =x. It is therefore
possible to contrast an SP structure with a Zx... structure on

this criterion, whenever the verbal group has the same preverb.

Bx.

Verbal group with 9lérun .konnéd md ni do
[] Z L] . »

(No junction before x)

the preverb md:

"It's really the same God"

w
Iyén ma dag

e

(Junction before P)

"That's really good"

There are two subclasses of the verbal group exponents of
the emphatic element: positive and negative. |
The positive verbal group has the verb ni (with or without

preverbs) as its exponent.
Bx.
zxSP 1yen ni & déa "That is what's bad"

that is not good

4 fwq 1' o ma k6 "It's you that will collect
you is you will collect your share"
ZxS 36t6 nt' fyen "Thgt's a fact"

truth 4is that
" 306t4 ni "Tt's a fact"
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The negative verbal group consists of the two verbs:
gé and ni (wiith or without preverbs) in all structures, except
the structure 2ZxS with a zero exponent of the third pe rson

pronoun subject (B3.23).

Ex.
ZxSP owd k§ 1' 2 4 ba jé
Money is not is we -ing spoil

"It isn't money that we are wasting"

" gbogbo wa k§ 1' a dé ma 1' bwbo g4dbvd
all our is not is we and will have money shop

"And it isn't all of us that can afford to run a shop"

In the structure ZxS with a zero exponent of the third person
pronoun subject, the negative verbal group is always kd.
Ex.
owd kb "It isn't money"

26 kb "It isn't Lagos"

B3.22 Structures with P

In a struéture with a predicator, there are two subclasses

of items at Z: positive and negative, based on a system of two

terms.

B3.221 The Positive Subclass

The positive subclass consists of a nominal group (other than

a pronoun), or an item which may be an adjunct (Fl).
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When the positive subclass is an exponent of Z, secondary
elements of Z may be established on the criterion of concord

between Z and the other elements of structure. These secondary

b

elements are: 2% (in concord with ); 2° (in concord with P);

z® (in concord with A) and 74 (not in concord with any element).

(i) Secondary structure with Z%: The exponent of Zz% is a
SO

nominal group and the subject with which it is in}Foncord is
' always a pronoun.l

Ex.

II' 4 r ﬁ-' r
gende merin 1' 0 1 1lo gbe
sturdy persons four is he -ing go carry him

"Four sturdy persons will carry him"

iwo 1! 0 ma kb

you is you will collect

"You are the person who will collect your share"

. » 4
eri ni n ma kO

I is I will collect

"I am the person who will collect my share"
b: There are two further secondary

and sz.

(ii) Secondary structure with 2
elements of Zb: Zbl

Zbl is in concord with the verbal element of P, and its
exponent is a nominal which is a nominalisation of a free verb

in the predicator.

lThe concord between 2% and the subject is similar to that between
a nominal head and the subject of its rankshifted clause qualifier.
(See E10.11)
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Ex.

) 1
*mimG ni wbn md mi
taking is they took me

"The fact is that they arrested me"

sz correlates with an absence of a complement in the
predicator, or with a third person singular pronoun qualifier
within the complement of the predicator. The correlation in the
former case is best illustrated by a transitive verb (D4.2) which
always takes a complement in an SP clause structure having only
one verb (D4.2).

Ex.

dwon sisfi t' & t' BPkbé wh Dl RS S Sh
the fashionable ladies from Lagos is should we ask

"It's the fashionable ladies from Lagos that we ought to ask"

The correlation in the latter case may be exemplified by the clauwme:

) i
* okunrin ndéd ni wén gb' asQ e

man  that is they +took cloth his

"Tt was the man whose cloth they took"

In the case of most fixed verb-nominal collocations (D6.2),

the third person pronoun may be dropped in this clause.

Ex.
" - (] 4 ’ b )
* gko ni wén p' oldéwd ¢

type of food ‘is they call seller its.
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or * éko ni wdn p' o0ldéwd

—_—

"Eko was the food being hawked"

In a structure with S, there is a possibility of ambiguity
between 2% and sz if the subject is a third person pronoun, and
if the verb is unmarked (D4.3). The subject may be in concord with
%, in which case, there is a 2%; or it may not, in which case,

there is a sz. &

Ex.

éyin obinrin 1' 6 1¢& mg
you women is she can know
z%xSP: "It's you women that can know"

Zb2xSP:“It's you women that she can know"

(iii) Secondary Structure with 2Z°%: The exponent of 2z° is a
nominal group in concord with'the third person singular pronoun
gualifier within the complement of a verbal group exponent
of the adjunct (Fl.2).

Bx.

i, I
éyin obinrin néd 1' 6 wd 1' ¢w@ €

you women that is it is in hand her

"Tt's all left to you women"

(iv) Secondary structure with z7d: The exponent of 79 48 @
nominal group or an item which may be an adjunct. Whenever
any of the preverbs: se, i or gbé, fi occurs in the verbal

group, the Z element is a Zd. E

2For criteria for resolving this ambiguity, see E10.11.

3For a full account of these preverbs, see D3.24.
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Yebd bh.yi 1' a 1o agqQ .yi
time such is we used cloth this

"We wore this dress on such and such occasion"

Beé 11 6 ti  beérd
Lagos is it started

"It was in Lagos that it started"

Two items found as Adjunct only in a clause with Z are:
(2) The adverbial groups: .yi "this", and .yen "that".
= o

t! dwon d1uféd 1' a $égé sQ tén .yl ni.sih

"It's the question of clergymen that we've now just
finished discussing thus."

awon n' §f ma O wadsd kiri .yen

"They are the very people who go about preaching.”

(b) The rankshifted clause with ni as clause initiator.
Ex.

n' {.gbd t1 dwon édyon yin wh ki wa n' 64 ri bh a ge 4 ge //
n' 64 b4 1o A se é.

"T+t was when your people came to see us that they saw

our customs and copied them"4

4The structures with these adjuncts point again to the similarity
in structure between a clause with the initial emphatic element
and a nominal group structure with a rankshifted clause qualifier.
In the latter structure, the items in (a) above are gqualifiers.

. B
m

S
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B%.222 The Negative Subeclass

The negative subclass consists of the clause: ki i se ..
K1 1 se

"It isn't ...." with an item from the positive subclass as a
complement in its predicator.

Ex.

ki { se gbogbo wonni & kI 1 se dhadda

it isn't all their is not ~-ing do well
"It isn't all of them that fail to do well."

e, gbogbo won ni O ki { se dbadba
positive ’

"Tt's all of them that fail to do well."

ki { se n* 1.s?n nikon ni kini .yén wa
e -

in religion alore is thing that is

"Tt isn't in religion alone that that thing exists."

i n! {,sfn nikon ni kini .yén wa
positive

"Tt's in religion alone that that thing exists.™

B3.23 Structures without P

In any structure without a predicator, the nominal group after
the emphatic element is the subject.
Bx.
zxS 86t6 n* Iyen
truth is that

"Tthat's a fact."
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ZxSA  dsa t' Jdyinbé n' d1yen phthpité
custom of European is that completely

"That's entirely a Buropean custom."

In these structures, the pronoun subject is anomalous
because it is of the same series as the pronoun complement (E5.12),
Ex.
oré .mi ni yin

"You are friends of mine."

tigd ni mi. Jo

"T am a teacher."

and the third person pronoun subject has a zero exponent.

Ex.
36t6 ni (zx8)
"Ttrs g faet."
owd kb (1)

"Tt isn't money."

There are three subclasses of items at Z based on a system of
three terms: Positive, Negative, Neutral.
The Positive and the Negative subclasses consist of the same
items as in the structures with a predicator.
Ex.
Positive 23é =ni dondon (zxsA)
witch is certainly

"She's certainly a witch."
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n' ipa @n@ @léjﬁ dé n' iyen (2x8)

"That's in the way of a sophisticated person."

Negative ki 1 s' éniy@n ni wén (ZxS)
it isn't person is them

"They are not persons."

A b} - I 4
cf. éniydn ni wdn

positive
. "They are persons."

kit tiéé se tori artgbb ni (zxs)

even reason old person is

"It isn't even because of old persons"

cf. tori arfighd ni
positive

"It's because of old persons."

The Neutral subclass consists of all rankshifted clauses
other than the only one in the negative subclass. These clauses
cannot be imperative (B5.11).

When this subclass is an exponent of Z, the only overt exponent
of the subject found is ixgg "that"; but the zero exponent of the
subject is wéry common.

The emphatic element is always ni (without preverbs) after
a rankshifted clause at Z.

Ex.

Zx8 wén ti se t6n n' iyen

"That means they've finished."



- 55 =

ZxS ara €& gbd 'nbd gon ni

"The fact is that she's very jealous"

ZxSA wén wd gbe ba n' 118 ni pdhpdd

ﬁThe fact is that they brought it home for her."

" won ma k' 6wd f£' ko ni t' 6dun b4 dé

"Phe fact is that they are going to give their husbands
money by festival time."

B3.3 Subsidiary Structures with the clause final element.

The element o occurs (i) finally (in any clause structure),
or (ii) between the initial and the final adjunct (only in a clause
structure having a predicator).

Primary structures with the clause final element are:

SPo, SPAo, Po, PAo,
ZxSPo, ZxSPAo, 2xSo0, ZxSAo

Two mutually exclusive subclasses of the exponent of the
clause final element can be established:
(a) The Weak emphatic subclass which is found in verbal as

well as non-verbal clauses.

(b) The Strong emphatic subclass which is found only in

verbal clauses.

B3.31 The Weak Emphatic subclass

The Weak Emphatic subclass has as its sole exponent the

item Jo.
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Bx.
SPo mo d4 'pé Jo
"I am very grateful."
Po mé. d4 'riko Jdo

"Don't mention names!"
SPAAo 6 d¢ ti A sén dié aié n' f.sd4h Jdo

"Things are now improving gradually"
SPlok dmi @ 18 sgide / torl mid v F et 4ol @

"T can't say for sure, since I don't know the cause yet."
ZzxSo  tisd ni mi Jdo

» u"I.am-acteacher.”

ZxSAo ara & ni sé Jdo

"It's part of it."

ZxSPAo ki 1' a ti ma A pé é ni ddoo wa Jo

"What name do we give that in my district?"

The weak emphatic subclass is extremely common with two

exponents of the adjunct: s& "really"; and jare "please".

BEx.

iybn .yén dba gé& do

"That pounded yam is really very good."

ara ¢ ni s Jo
"It's really part of it."
e gé do jare

"Thank you very much."
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mi ¥ f&& & mb So jare

"Please, I don't want to do it any more."

Boas2 The Strong Emphatic subclass

The strong emphatic subclass consists of a modification of
the syllable immediately preceding the clause final element. The
rules for such modification are as follows:

(i) Final High or Mid Tone Syllable: + Low Tone Syllable.

Ex.
Item Preceding Clause
Clause final element
SPo 6 buréd burd
"It's really bad."
6 ddn ju ' 118 199’ 1q
"It's really better than the
home-made stuff."
zxSo 6 da gon nil _ ni

An alternative, though less common, pattern far (1) iss
+ Low and Mid Tone Syllables.
Ex,

SPo wén ma A ko 1999 1q

"Theg do carry them off."

(ii) Final Low Tone Sgllable: + Mid Tone Syllable.

Ex.
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Ex.
Clause Item Preceding Clause
final element
SPo 6 pdo pd
"It is quite plentiful."
SPAo  1y4 .yén ti so télée té1¢
"That woman did give a notice."
SPoA 6 sdn / t' 6 ba jé pé .... son
"ft's even better if ...."
ZxSPAo ¢yin obinrin ndd 1' 6 wd 1' bwd &e 8

"It's really up to you women."

The adverb gé "really" is always accompanied by the strong
emphatic subclass in affirmative clauses (B5.13).
Ex.
SPAo 6 pd kée

"It's really quite plentiful."

ZxSPAo 06t6 ni md 4 so kge

"I'm really speaking the truth."

B3.4 Subgidiary Structures with the Clause Initiator

The clause initiator occurs initiaXly in clause structure.
Primary structures with the clause initiator are:
ISP, ISPA
IZxSP, IZxSPA, 1Zx8S, IZxSA



- 59 =

The exponents of the clause initiator are:
njé i it a.fact that?"
sé "Is it a fact that?"; "isn't it a fact that?"

gebl, gébl "isn't it a fact that?"

ani "the fact is that"
dgé "I didn't realise that"
Ty ni "connective"

ISP 2j' & & t6

"Will it be sufficient?"

s' e m' Okété

"Do you know what a giant rat is?"
IZxS sebi:l wbn A k' 4jo ni

"Isn't it a fact that they are raising a fund?"
IZxSP géb' 4gd Oyinbd 1' 4 4 t& 1é

"Ten't it true to say that we follow European customs?"
ISP ani tisd .yen néd bd si

"The title 'teacher' is good enough.”

The items ti and ni are clause inifigtors in rankshifted
clauses, the latter in rankshifted clauses after an emphatic
element, only (B3.24). The former item is also a clause initiator

in a dependent clause (Cl(iv)).
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Or91é.p¢ €ké ti wbn ti kb (ISp)

"The numerous lessons they've learnt."

£' é.dyén bd ki / wén 4 d' agq ebd (ISP)

"If somebody dies, they will buy a 'family dress'."

The clause in%%tor may be discontinuous in sentence structure,
i.e. it may be separated from the rest of the clause by a dependent
clause. Fairly delicate contrasts may be expressed by this
variation in sequence.
Ex.
gé 1gbd .yen j’.....wén k& 'rii won
I B | S P
(Lo, {E?P = B )

"Isn't it a fact that at that time they were enough
for them?" ; .
\ 4 kot owein
cESERp gt e || g wn

ISP

"At that time, isn't it a fact that they were enough for them?"

B3.5 Summary of Primary Structures

The primary structures of the free verbal clause may be
generalised in two sets of formulae. The brackets indicate non-
obligatory elements of structure, and the sequence of the elements
indicates the order in which they occur in structure. (cf. howe#er,
restriction in the sequence of o0, relative to secondary elements

of A (B3.3))
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(2) Structures without the emphatic element:
(I) (8) P (&) (o)
Structural Restriction: I presupposes S.

I excludes o}

(b) Structures with the emphatic element.
(I)Z2xs(P)(4)(0)

Structural Re&triction: I excludes O.

There are twenty-two possible primary structures made up

as follows:

asic Structure
Free Verbal
Clause

Structure ——~~ ﬂﬂfﬁﬂﬂ,Structure with emphatic element
Subsidiary Structure with clause final element
Shrueture =
tructure with clause inikiator

(i) Basic Structures

Structure Exemplification

SP igi .kén wd
"There's a tree."
SPA 6 ti 4 kGrd aié aie¢
"Tt's stopping gradually."
b P mé. gé
"Don't do it."

PA me sén daié di¢

"Be paying it by instalments."
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(ii) Structures with the emphatic element

Structure

Zx3P

ZxSPA

ZxS

ZXSA

Bxemplification

iyen ni & déa

"That is what's bad."

ki 1 se gbogbo won ni & ki 1 ge dhadda

"It isn't all of them that fail to do well."
36té n' iyen

"That!'s a fact."

dsa t' dyinbd n' iyen patéphté

"That's entirely a European custom."

(1iii) Structures with the clause final element.

Structure

SPo

SPAo

Po

PAo

ZxSPo

ZxSPAo

Exemplification

6 pdo
"Tt's really plentiful.”

$y4 .yen ti so télée

"That woman did give a notice.”
s' 9rdo

"Do speak."

méa sb lo kée

"pPlease continue to say it."
drin 1' a fi gb' aso .yen Jo
"We took the cloth cheerfully."
86t6 ni md h s9 kée

"] amreally speaking the truth."
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ZxSAo

(iv) Structures
Structure

ISP

ISPA

IZxSP

IZxSPA

I1ZxS

IZxSA

65

tisd ni mi Jdo

"T am a teacher."

ara ¢ ni sé Jo

"It's really part of it."

with the clause iniator.
Exemplification
nj* 4 4 t6

"Will it be sufficient?"

nj' dkdnrin tié 4 se n' Ind &

"Do men also take part in it?"

séb? 4.4 Oyinbb 1' 2 4 +t& 1é

"Don't we follow European custom?"

s? bbinrin 1' § p¢ jd n' fbé

"Are women in the majority there?"

g' éni t' 6 wad n' 1.14 §14 n' iyen

"That's for a person in a big town, isn't it?"

g!' §jd .yén sln mb '.1G ni / +i gbogbo &jyén

18 1o méa ra "dkon

"Ts the market so near the town that all the people

could go and buy things?"
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B4 Primary Structures: The Non-Verbal Free Clause

The Primary structures of the non-verbal free clause may
be classified into: (i) Basic Structures, and (ii) Subsidiary
Structures comprising: (a) Structures with the clause final element;

ity
(b) Structures with the clause indbriede-elemdat:

B4.1  Basic Structures
The possible structures are:

s’ A’ SA, SS

The first two structures occur as free clauses only in a

one-element sentence structure (cf. 3B).

Ex.
(8) (4)
(s* e m' Jkété) / hén J dada

"Do you know what a / "Yes". / "Certainly"

giant rat is?"

orin /1t b.gupé
"Songs?"// "In the moonlight?"
(8) (&)

dro oblnrin (8)

"A discussion about women?"
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The structure B8 is formed by two juxtaposed nominal groups

ke
EReRY , It zégidentical

with a nominal group structure consisting of a head plus a nominal

qualifier (E5.4) except that there is an optional possibility of a

facultative pause between the two elements of the clause when the

second element begins in a vowel. In practice, there is usually

no ambiguity between the two structures because the clause structure,

which in any case is not common,

(1)

(11)

tends to have as the first nominal group a set of nominals

which do not usually have nominal qualifiers when standing

as head in nominal group structure, e.g. ZLyen "that",
ikon "one", iImid "another";
usually occurs contrastively with one or more of its kind

in the same utterance.

Ex.
imid s6dsi ald.durd // Imidt g6dsi onikind Ss // ss
anotheréhmnh Apostolic

"Some are Apostolic churches, some are.whatnot."

tkon fvd / 1kon Y3SbA ss / ss

"One is an Ibo, the other is a Yoruba."

'y &yl okinrin / éyi obinrin SS // S8
this man woman
"This one is a man, that one is a woman."

b3

(cf. Nominal Group Structure: gyl Qkﬁnrin "the one who is a man")
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By far the most common exponent of the first element is
iyen which usually occurs in single structures. This item is
also the ohly subject found in the text for the structure SA. -

BX.

Ss iyend 'kon
"That's one."
SSo iyen b' 4.wa Y3db4 se ri Jo
"That's how we Yorubas see it."
SA iyen 1' 6.nQ .kon

"That's one way of looking at it."

A

SAo iyen n' 1.14 Al4 do

"That's only in a big town."

B4.2 Subsidiary Structures with the clause final element

Subsidiary Structures with the clause final element are:
20, Ao, S50, SAo
The only exponent of the clause final element in non-verbal
clauses is the weak emphatic subclass (B3.3) which is expounded by

do in all clauses, except the vocative clause (C2.121).

Ex.
So dmin Jdo
"Amen! "
SSo {kon hatséd Jdo

"One is a Hausa."

SAo yen n' 1.14 414 Jo

"That's only in a big town."
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B4.3 Subsidiary Structures with the clause initiator

Subsidiary Structures with the clause initiator are:

IS, IA, ISS, ISA

As in verbal clauses, the clause initiator occurs initially
in non-verbal clauses. There is a difference, however, in the
permissible range of exponents. The initiators: 1i and ni do not
occur in non-verbal clauses, and in the structures IS, IA, the
only clause initiator that occurs is gé.

BEx.

IS gé Imale
"Is it a Muslim?"
I8 sé indo epo pupa

"Is it an oil Lamp?"

IA gé n' 1.14u wa

"Is it in our town?"
ISS  * gébi iyed 'ken

"Isn't that one?"

B5 Systems: The Verbal Free Clause

There are two systems of the verbal free clause: Mood

and Emphasis.
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B5.1 Mood

The system of Mood consists of two terms: Imperative and
Non-Imperative. The latter term consists of two further terms:

Affirmative and Interrogative.

B5.11  Imperative Mood

The imperative mood is expounded by imperative clauses which
display a two-term system of number: Singular and ?lural.l

A singular imperative clause is any verbal clause without
a subject (i.e. P, Po, PA, Pho).

A plural imperative clause is a clause having a second person
plural pronoun subject in addition to the other elements of a
singular imperative clause. (For ambiguity between a plural
imperative clause and an affirmative clause, See B5.13)

Ex.

Singular P lo si s6dpd ba.yi
"Go to such and such a shop."
Po mé. d4 'riko Jo

"Don't mention names!™

PA ma sbén di¢ dig

"Be paying it by instalments.”

PAo méa s 1o kée

"Please continue to say it."

lcf. Westermannt!s treatment of a similar feature in Ewe, Westermann
(26), P.760
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Plural SP e gbh
| you hear

"Listen!"

SPo e jdwd Jo

M"Plegge!"

SPAo ¢ ba mi ra n' ibi Jo

"Please buy from my stock."

The following restrictions in exponence apply to imperative
clauses:

(i) Verbal groups with restricted preverbs (D3.21), or with the
verbal particle (D3.1), do not occur as exponents of P.

(ii) Unless preceded by certain preverbs (D3.23, D3.3 note 1),
the negator m4. and the bound verb mfa or ma occur only in
imperative clauses.

Ex.
ma sén dié die "Be paying it by instalments."
e mbd. ge ba.yi’ "Don't behave like this."
(iii) The verbal groups: jowé '"please", ki "verb in greetings",
and Eélé "greeting" are found only in imperative clauses.
Ex.
e jowd do "Please!"

k' 4.4rd Jo "Goodmorning!"

pélé _ "Accept my sympathy"
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B5.12  Non-Tmperative Mood: Interrogative
At any place in structure where the clausal elements: I, Z,
P and A oecur in a clause structure with a subject, the class of
items at each place may be grouped into two subclasses: a subclass
of "question" items and a subclass of "non-question" items.
An interrogative clause is one having a question item. (There
can only be one question item in each interrogative clause.)
There are four subclasses of Interrogative clauses:
(1) Clauses with I Question Items;
(ii) Clauses with 2Z Question Items;
(iii) Clauses with P Question Items; and

(iv) Clauses with A Question Items.

B5.121 Clauses with I Question Items

The question items at I are: gé, m£jé, sebi, sébi (B3.4).

Contextually, Bjé occurs in "non-rhetorical" questions
(i.e. questions demanding an answer). This answer is either positive
or negative. It is usually negative after a positive question, and

positive after a negative quastion.l

Bx.
Question Answer
1jé 'nkon 're n' fyen iyen & da
"Ts that a good thing?" "That's bad"
1jt bkidnrin tid 4 se n' ind ¢ gon okinrin néd A seéd
"Do men even take part in it?" "Men do take part."
b % . ' 4 1 4 - = A
1jé kS tid¢ thn nff g' &jejd (Np $¢W“f)

"Won't it even be strange?"

1%, Ward (16), p.11T.
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The items: gebd and sébf oocur in rhetorical questions

(i.e. questions which do not demand a reply).

Ex.

sebl wén 4 k' 4.jo ni

"They are arganising a thrift fund, aren't they?"
$éb" 4.9d Syinbb 1' & 4 & 14

"We follow European customs, don't we?"

The item gé& occurs in both types of questions.

Bx.
Question Angswer

s' e m' dkété héd // dada

"Do you know what a giant rat is?" "Yes!" "Certainlgm!"

sé ojh d& t1 12

"People are now sophisticated, aren't they?"

$é 'sé .min wd

"There's another job, isn't there?"2

B5.122 Clauses with Z Question Items

The question items at Z are, or have in their structure,

nominal groups with the following items as head or qualifier:

ki ta  éwo, .wo 816 mé.16 ibo
"what?"; "who?"; "Which?"; "how much - price?"; "how many?"; "where?";
Ex.

ki 1 e ma 4 ge

"What do you usually do?"

2
usually occur in non-rhetorical questions.

With the exception of the items noted in this section, question items
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"Who are church members?"

éwo 1* 6 wh gé i
"Which is better?"

drd .wo 1' okdnrin ma 4 so

"What sort of discussion do men have?"
€16 ni wdén 4 gbd 1' bst

"How much are they paid monthly?"

élydn mé.16 1' 6 ri

"How many people saw it?"

n' 1b6 ni k' 4.won t' 6 ki y& si

"Where should the rest turn to?"

B5.123% Clauses with P Question Items

The question items at P are verbal groups with:

(a) the preverbs: tij] and a combination of ti "has" and

se,
I "yet" as ti 1.
Ex.

6 se jé pé/lyen n' Iwb ri

"Why is it that you saw only that one?"
* 6 ti jé

"How is it?"

* 6 ti

O~

$é nf

e

"Has he done it yet?" 1

lExcept in this interrogative clause, the preverbs: se, ti are found
only in rankshifted clauses (D3.24). The basic structure of this
interrogative clause is obviously related to the structure ZxSP(4),

with bd.wo or ki as Z; e.g. bl.wo 1' o se (td) jé ...., or ki 1' 6 se jé...
"How is it that?" (contd. on p.73) '
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(b) the free verbs: dd “"where is?";: fik§ "what about?";
gbé (only with the subject n).
Ex.

owd agq dd

"Where is the price of the cloth?" (i.e. "Pay the bill for

the cloth")
dwon t1 S bi 'mg .winyen Aké
"What about those without children?"

&

t' 6 b4 k' 6wbd lo hkd

"What about if he embezzles the money?" (i.e. "Suppose he
embezzles the money!")

n gbd
"What do you think?"2

B5.124 Clauses with A Question Items

The question items at A are: bi, don, "is it a fact
that?"

Ex.

* 6§ t6bi Dbi "Is it big?"

* wbn A s' drd.don "Are they talking?"

1 (contd. from p.72)
The interrogative clause with ti I is always positive.

The verbal item ha (¢f. Ward (16), p.118; Abraham (1), p.260) is
excluded from- -the above list, because it is considered a dialectal

form.

. The subject before fk$ may be a nominal group, a clause or an
item capable of opera%ing as an adjunct.
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B5.13 Non-Imperative Mood: Affirmative

Non-imperative clauses which are not interrogative are
affirmative. An gffirmative clause may be a statement or a question.
It bas been suggestedl that the contrast between two affirmative
clauses, the one a statement, the other a question, may be described
in terms of a register difference. It is observed in the text,
however, that both statements and questions occur on normal as well
as high registers. It is difficult to say accurately whether an
affirmative clause is a statement or a question, if it is heard in
isolation. The crucial factors of contrast appear to be both context
and co-text.2 But there is one relevant formal feature — an
affirmative clause having a clause final element can only be a
statement.

Ex.

(i) Question

(a) With co-text (as supplementary question after an

interrogative clause)
(kf 1' e ma 4 se) / & 4 se bojhbojh

"What do you do?" "You play 'hide and seek'?"

(t' 8 b4 tGn ma bi '.mid Akb) /4 & bi fun: ¢ldmin

"What about if she's going to have another child?
Will it be born to another man?"

l.f. Ward (16), p.118; Carnochan (4).

2An experiment conducted with a group of native speakers of Yoruba
confirms that both statements and questions occur on either register.
But the probability of a clause on a normal register being taken

as a statement, and of a clause on a high register being taken as

a question when heard in isolation, is about 3:1 and 2:1 respectively.
These ratios show that register difference is significant. But it
is not a clear-cut exponent of the statement/question contrast.
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(ibi mé.16 ni) // sinnimé wa n' 1.14 .mi

le Yore
"How many places?  Nessse—dmmsbis a cinema in my village?
it !

(b) Context only

e é n' irtd 'yen

"You don't have that type?"

elé.yl s8a 4 din & s4

"This one just hurts you, doesn't it?"
o & i ui ni

"Don't you see me?"

(ii) Statement
2yén sdro

"Thatts difficult."

iyen ni & da

"That's what is bad."

6 burtd
"It's really bad."

twa é 8 da nég ni

"That too means that he has no character."

When there is no verb in the predicator mgrking a basic
clause structure having a second person plural subject as either
definitely imperative or definitely non-imperative, there is an

ambiguity between the imperative clause and the affirmative clause.
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(a) Imperative: "Listen!"
¢ gbd
(b) Affirmative: "You heard."

cf. the megative verbal group in the two clauses:
(2) Imperative: e mA. gbd "Don't listen."

(b) Affirmative: e J gbd "You didn't hear."

B5.2  Emphasis
The system of Emphasis consists of two terms: Emphatic;
Non-Emphatic. Clauses with the emphatic element and/or the
clause final element are emphatic. Clauses without either of

these elements are non-emphatic.

B5.21 Emphatic Clauses

There are two subclasses of emphatic clauses: (i) Emphatic
clauses with an emphatic element, which involve an element-type
emphasis; and (ii) Emphatic clauses with a clause final element,

which involve a clause-type emphasis.

B5 . 2l Element -type Emphasis

In the element-type emphasis, the pre-emphatic element is
marked for emphasis. This emphasis may be positive or negative.
A positive emphasis involves a positive verbal group exponent of the
emphatic element and a positive or neutral subclass of items at Z.
A negative emphasis involves a negative verbal group exponent of

the emphatic element or a negative subclass of items at Z.
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If the emphatic clause has a predicator, there is a corresponding

non-emphatic clause;

an item from the non-emphatic clause.

Ex.

Emphatic Clause

(1) Positive Emphasis

iyen ni J déa
"That is what's not good."
Bké 1' 6 ti bére

"It was in Lagos that it
started."

(ii) Negative Emphasis

owbd k6 1' 4 4 ba jé
"Tt isn't money that we are
wasting."
kiif se gbogbo won ni ¢ ki'i
se dbadéa

"Tt isn't all of them that
fail to do well."

and the pre-emphatic element is, or contains,

Non-Empha tic Clause

iyen & déa

"That's not good."

6 bérd 1' £.x6

"Tt started in Lagos."

24 o' ows 36

"We are wasting money."

gbogbo won ¢ ki’ige d4adéba

"A11l of them fail to do well."

The emphatic equivalent of an imperative clause is a

non-imperative clause with the preverb
Bx.
Emphatic
di% di% ni k' o-ma’sén

"Tt's by instalments that
you should be paying it."

ki in the predicator.

Non-Empla tic

ma sén 4ié dié

"Be paying it by instalments"
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The emphatic clause with this preverb can also have a

non-imperative, non-emphatic equivalent.

Ex.
Emphatic Non-Emphatic
dwon sisi t' 6 ! b wh ni k' 4 bi awon sisi t' 6
k' & bi t' Bk wh

"It's the fashionable ladies "We should ask the fashion-
from Lagos that we should ask." able ladiesf from Lagos."

The following emphatic clauses with a predicator have no
non-emphatic clause equivalent:
(a) Clauses with a Z question item (B5.121);
(b) The clause with the item se or_égg as Z (see below).
If. the emphatic clause has no predicator, there is no
corresponding non-emphatic term.
Ex.
Emphatic
(1) Positive Emphasis J6to n' 1yen

"Mhat's a fact."

(ii) Negative Emphasis ki 1 s' énlydn ni wén

"They aren't persons."

As an exception to emphatic clauses without a predicator,
an emphatic clause with a neutral subclass of items at Z may have

a non-emphatic equivalent term, if the subject is zero.
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Ex.
Emphatic Non-Emphatic
wén ni eye ni wén ni eye
"The fact is that they have "They have witches' birds."

witches'! birds."

wén fi A ¢ ‘Swd ni woén fi A s' owd
"The fact is that they commercial- "They commercialise it."
ise it."

As an alternative to the emphatic clause immediately above,
the emphétic clause with the iten se or égg as Z which is defective
in the non-emphatic term is often substituted.

Ex.

se 1' a mda lo aso .yen

(cf. a mia lo aso .yen ni)

"The fact is that we are going to make use of that dress.”

Agse n' 64 ma 1 é pa
(cf. wbn ma 13 & pa ni)

"The fact is that they will flog you to death."

Since imperative clauses cannot be exponents of Z (B3.23),
the alternative emphatic clause having se or ﬁge as Z is the only

possible emphatic equivalent of an imperative clause in this case.

Ex.
Emphatic Non-Emphatic
fise ni k' o lo f' Skiunrin lo f* dkinrin

"The fact is that you should go "Go and marry."

and marry."
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B5.212 Clause-type Emphasis

" whole
In the clause-type emphasis, the pases of the clause Pwiems

g% is marked for emphasis.
There are two types of emphasis: Weak and Strong.

A Weak emphasis involves the Weak emphatic subclass of the
clause final element (B3.31).

Ex.
Emphatic Non-Emphatic
mo d4 'pé do mo df 'pé
"I am very grateful." "T am grateful."
mé. d& 'rako do mé. d4 'riko
"Don't mention names!" "Don't mention names!"
1yén sdro Jo 1yén sdro
"That's quite difficult," "Phat's difficult."

A Strong emphasis involves the strong emphatic subclass of

the clause final element (B3.32).

Ex.
Emphatic. Non-Emphatic
6 burtd 6 burt
"Tt's really bad." "Tt¥s bad."
iy4 .yén ti so télée iy4 .yén ti so télé
"That woman did give a notice." "That woman gave a notice."
6 daa 6 da

"It's quite good." "It's good."
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B5.213 Double Emphasis

Both the element-type and the clause-type emphasis may be
found in the same emphatic clause. Such a clause is then said
to have a double emphasis,

Bx.

gbogbo édydn néd 1' & £é& s' akhpdo (2xSPo)

"It's everybody that really wants to be the treasurer."
6 da gon ni? (ZxSo0)

"The fact is that it's really very good."

tisd ni mi Jo (ZxSo)

"T am a teacher."

B6 Systems: The Non-Verbal Free Clause

The systems in non-verbal clauses are: Mood and Emphasis.

B6.1 Mood

The system of mood is a two-term system'consisting of the

fterms: Interrogative and Affirmative.

B6.11 Interrogative Mood

A clause with a question item is an interrogative

cla use.
Question items in non-verbal clauses are: clause initiators,

and interrogative items in nominal group structure. (cf. Z Question

Items B5.122).



- 82 =

Bx.
sé inbo epo pupa
"Is it a palm-oil lamp?"
1% $.nd .wo

"In which way?"

B6.12 Affirmative Mood

Non-verbal clauses which are not interrogative are affirmative.
Like affirmative verbal clauses, affirmative non-verbal clauses may
be statements or questions.
Ex.
(i) Question
orin // 1' 6.supéd

"Songs?" "In the moonlight?"

1' 41aalé

"Bvery evening?"

(ii) Statement
dada

"Very well."

iyen bé &

"That's solt

B6.2  Emphasis
There is a clause-type emphasis in non-verbal clauses,
involving the weak emphatic subclass of the clause final element.

The two terms in the system are: Emphatic; Non-Emphatic.
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BEx.
Emphatic Non-Emphatic
en 8o en
"Yes ! " "Yes - "
yen n' {.14 414 So iyen n' {.14 Al4

"Surely, that's in a big town." "That's in a big town."
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3C THE CLAUSE : DEPENDENT

A Clause that operates at F in a two-element sentence
structure is a dependent clause. Both the dependent clause and
the free clause that follows it in the sentence must be in an
utterance by the same speaker. Since all clauses are potentially
free in a one-element sentence structure (B3), the structures of
dependent clauses are already accounted for by the statement of free

clause structures.

Dependent clauses may be verbal or non-verbal.

Cl Verbal Dependent Clauses

The following is a complete list of the types of verbal
dependent clauses:

{, t66 "before“; 2Ibad

(i) The clause with the preverbs:
"gven if".
Bx.
Pd. k' & 66 t6 whkati mé.jt // k6 nii rd dada md
it reaches hour two
"TIn about two hours, it won't be quite sticky any more."

k' &syin t66 18 44 'ri ji /md & ri D6« oo

"Before you can forgive, I will see that «..."

toéa 3* éba‘ni J ies» & A& pa '‘numd
"Even if,he's a king ... he will keep quiet."

B 1062 mBa g dkdko /] .oese
"Bven if he belongs to the 'Cock' party, .... "

#
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(ii) The clause having the preverb }b4 "would have" is a

dependent clause before another clause having the same

preverb in a sentence structure with only one dep endent

Fa»
o’
o~

clause. (However, when the predicator of the clause is

je pé or 1bé se p& "if it is the case that", the clause is

always a dependent clause, and it may occur in a sentence
structure with more than one dependent clause.)
Bx.
pX * 1 'wa 1' 6wd 1' 6wd // @ 'b& rd 'wé .kon
"I would have had money, I would have bought a book."
i.e."If I had money, I would have bought a book."

* 1b8 se pé wén w& // 2 'bA ri won

"If they had come, we would have seen them."

(iii) The clause k' & nf ... "We should say...", i.e. "if".

Ex.
PR k' 4 n' 64 ma k6 '1& A.sth / i1é t' &A ti wh .yen n'
b6t ma kb6 '1é si
"If they wish to put up a building, they will do so in their

home town."

k' 4 ni '.kon n' influ wi jé 'mdle ni // & 'b4 ri 'fkon

- LY
tt d wa n' ibé

"Tf one of us were a Muslim, we would have seen the faults."

(iv) The clause with the clause initiator ti. The preverb bé
"happen to" is obligatory in the predicator of this clause,

unless the clause is immediately preceded by another clause with
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the same initiat-of - 1
Ex.
(a) Without preceding clause

ﬁ% t' 6 b& d' 66 odin // wén 4 1o k' Aso wd

"When it is festival day, they will go and get wekl dressed."

t6 o b4 ti ge mé.ta .yen // 6 ti pa ‘'ri

"If you've done those three, it's finished."

(b) With preceding clause

(1) With preverb bé:

PBX  t* 6 b4 ko 'rin .yen tén So //t' 64 b4 wh & lo '18 //
4 4 sin wbn

"When they finish singing that song and get ready to go home,
she will see them off."
(2) Without preverb bi:
Bb tr 6 v& tiar dgpd /b 6 66 £3....

"As soon as it is old enough, and can fly ...."

tt éyé b4 A& £8 dé // t1 3 r' ibi wd

"And if the bird flies back and finds nowhere to enter ...."

(v) The compound sentence structure with the linkers: y4ld ,,..
tdbi linking clauses with the emphatic element is rankshifted

as a dependent clause (cf. Al).

lThis clause probably results from a dropping of the nominal head
igba "time" from a nominal group with a rankshifted qualifier.

cf. 1gbd t4 a ba sé tgn "When we finish doing it."
t4 a b4 gé ton "If or when we finish doing it."
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Ex.

Rt

P yélda Ibd ni & ni do / tdbii YSrub4 ni So / tdbii Hatsé
atrde ke -

"Whether you are an Ibo, or a Yoruba,or a Hausa,...."
In this compound structure, there may be a zero exponent
of the linkers.
BX.

ﬁ& 6 1o si s6dst ni 3o / 6 1o 2pddé akorin ni So //
k8 1o ni do / kS si 'fkon t! 6 1¢ gé

"Whether or not he goes to the church or to the choir
praetice, nothing can happen to him."

Cc2 Non-Verbal Dependent Clauses

Non-verbal dependent clauses are of the basic structure S
or A or the subsidiary structure with either of the se basic elements

and the clause final element.

C2.1 Dependent Clauses, Structure S or So

There are two secondary classes of dependent clauses:

(1) Concordial Clauses; (ii) Non-Concordial Clauses.

G211 Concordial Clauses

Concordial clauses are dependent clauses in concord with
the following free clause in the sentence structure.

There are two further secondary classes of concordial clauses:

P-Concordial and C-Concordial.
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G2 kL P-Concordial Clauses

In a P-Concordial clause, there is a concord between the
dependent clause and a pronoun (or very rarely a noun, usually a
pronominal (Eﬁ.lZlD in the free clause.

B

PX  dwon 1y4 arfghbb / wbn & wh s' 633

"The old women; they will come to the market."

isu aps Akékdé .yen [/ § da dada

The yams from Akoko; it is very good

"The yams from Akoko are very good."
. g wibeat S&2é>

nnkon té ¢ s .yen //386t4 ni (Qﬁ“‘*ﬁe i oneered g

What you say; it is a fact

"What you say is true."

eyl t' 6 b4 mu 1o s'“inti igbé //Lyen 1' 6 1' omo
The one that takes her to the bush, it's that who owns the baby

"It's the one that takes her to the bush that owns the baby."

BBt dwon t' 6 A 1lo si (school) //awon tisd t' 6 A k6 won //
wén k& 'rii won
Thos e who go to school; the teachers who teach them; they

are enough for them.

# There are enough teachers to go mound the pupils."

62,112 C-Concordial Clauses

In a C-Concordial clause, the concord is between the clause
and a following clause with an emphatic element. The C-Concordial
clause is expounded by a nominal group whose head word is a nominal-

isation of the predicator in the rankshifted clause qualifier (E10.1).
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Ex,

ﬁX ®oplpd T e Siird mi /) Gge 1Y 6 g8 j&. " Jde
seeing that he saw me

"On seeing me, the fact is that he rushed out."

G2.1.2 Non-Concordial Clauses

Non-concordial clauses are dependent clauses not in concord
with the following free clause in the sentence structure.
There are two subclasses of non-concordial clauses: Vocative

Clauses and Introductory Clauses.

C2.121 Vocative Clauses

Vocative clauses are non-concordial clauses which have the
item § as the exponent of their clause final element.
Contextually, a vocative clause is a nominal group of
address.
Ex.
ﬁNﬂ mamé mils /AN kau 114
mother mnmy greeting on getting back home

"Mother, glad to see you on my return."

Oyin // iyén &nd 0k
personal name
"Oyin, what about the pounded yam left overnight?"

LY

* gbogho aré ayé O //bBb& ob& ti Jrun dé Jo
all inhabitants warld

"Attention everybody! The king's father is back from

heaven."
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cz.1l22 Introductory Clauses

Non-concordial clauses other than vocative clauses are

introductory clauses.

Contextually, introductory clauses are mainly exclamations,
€.g. &n (I agree), & (exclamation of surprise), yéé M"Alas!",
o (I agree).

Bx.

pr en J 6 da kée

"Yes; it's really quite good."

en /) 2yen & da

"No; that's bad."

2 // iyén da

"Of course; that!s good."

yéé / mo a4 'pé Jdo

"What a relief! I am very grateful."
o /' 6 88

‘Yes. you did it

"Yes; thank you."

C2.2 Dependent Clauses, Structure A or Ao

_Exponents of the Adjunct operating as dependent clauses
are either adverbial groups, nominal groups or verbal groups (Fl).
(i) Adverbial Groups: Adverbial groups are not common.

BEx.
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Ex.

fX dondon //md & b& won lo

"Certainly, I'll go with them."

té1étélé // 6 a2 bi eni pé .J..

"Originally it appeared as if ...."

(ii) Verbal Groups: Verbal group exponents of the Adjunct
as B are ligted in F1.2. The most common of them is

the verb ni "in, on" plus complement.

n' 1.14 dyinbd .yi o // 6 pé t' 6hA ti h kiri
"In this country of the Europeans, it's a long time since
people have been hawking wares."
Bpx 1! dyé atijé J n' 1i.gbd t' bh kb6kb bére aso ébi .yen [/
6 da
"In the past, when the custom of buying 'family dress' was
first introduced, it was good."
BX *  ju gbogbo .¢ lo / a gbb.dd md pé ....
exceed all it go
"Above all, we must know that ,..."

kdkd t' 6 ma fi jé ‘kon // k' 6 kGkG jé mé.ji me.ji

rather
than

"Rather than being one, should there be two?"
(iii) Nominal Groups: These are:
(a) Nominal groups with the nominals bi, "like", titi "until"
and the nominal beginning with the item 2fi "except" as

head.
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b' 6 g' Okeélé mé.ji pbré // olfwa & 4 bi

"Even if it's only two morsels, the person will have a bite."
b' 61 b4 ti ni 'AkgA se / wén & gb' Ara jo pd

"Whenever they have something to do, they will get together."
bt i.y2wé .yén b4 bl 'mo // 4 & pa omo .yen

"If that wife has a baby, she will kill it."

b!' 6 ti wd ki wbn pa eldmin t6 // wbn ni 1' 4.ti mh

omoo wWon '

"No matter how they (witches) may kill others, they must
kill children of theirs."

bi entkddkon wa k& J 6 4 ye k' & ....

"As individuals too, it is necessary that we ...."
* titi osd .kon // yb. pa dd wh

"In about a month, he will come back."

af' dwon t' 6 tin ma A ta rédisi // 6 tén

"Those selling rice excepted, there aren't any others."

Nominal groups with the nominal tori "reason" or

t! 36t6 "of a truth" as head.

tord 063 /[ ekt 6 36 ..
"For that reason, he should be ...."
£t 86t6 So // €44 ni won

"Admittedly, they are fellow creatures."
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(c) Nominal groups of time of the structure head plus

qualifier.

=
4

igbd .mid / ajd 4 mu

time another

"At other times, the dog will catch it."
0s¢ .kon // wbn £ A 36 'jb egbé

week one

"For a week, they will still be carrying on the age—-group
dance."

0jé6 .kon // igi .kén wd
day one

"At a certain time, there was a tree."

C3 Combination of Dependent Clauses

In the same sentence structure, combinations of dependent
clauses of different structures occur.
Bx.
(1) Verbal + Verbal
ﬁ'ﬁi tt &.0yén b4 gun / k' 6 t66 t6 whkdti mé.jt //
ko

nii ré6 dada mé

"If one pounds it, in about two hours, it won't be quite
sticky any more."
(ii) Non-verbal (S) + Non-verbal (A)
BB & // n' fla.rb pdbpds // oja alé n' 6A ma 4 nd

"Yeg! Even in Ilaro town, people go to the market in

the evening."
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(iii) Verbal + Non-verbal (A)

ﬁﬁi ti n A wd 630 / n'i.14 .mi // Jpdlb.pd éniyon
1' § nti.yawd papd Jdo

"If I consider it, I can say that most of the men in my
village have more than one wife."

(iv) Verbal + Verbal + Verbal

BBEX k3 'b48 waA n' 116 oko & //t' b4 bh £4& se 'dkon //
t' 62 b4 2 ¢4 2 ri // won nii sé

H=

"Even if she is in the husband's home, if they have to
do anything, they won't do it unless they ask her."

(v) Non-verbal (A) + Non-verbal (S) + Non-verbal (8)

ﬁ#b{ nt {.jév4 .yen padpsé / &won 'mdle // osd .kon //
won T A §' 46 egbé
"Bven in Ijebu district, Muslims carry on the age group
dance for more than e month."
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3D THE GROUP : VERBAL

The verbal group is that class of the group that operates

as the predicator in clause structure.l

D1 Primary Elements of Structure

Primary elements of structure of the verbal group may be
classified into:
(a) verbal elements, whose exponents are verbs;
(b) & nominal element, the exponent of which is a rankshifted

nominal group.

The verbal elements are: n , r, b, £f, p with the wverbal
exponents: verbal particle, preverb, bound verb, free verb and
post verb respectively.

The nominal element is the complement (C).

D2 Primary Structures

Primary structures of the verbal group are subject to the
following restrictions:
(i) The element f is obligatory in every structure;
(ii) No element of structure excludes any other element;
(iii) 1) presupposes an immediately following verbal element
other than p.

(iv) Every C presupposes an immediately preceding verbal element

other than 1§y or .

Irhe emphatic element (B3.21) is expounded by the verbal group.
A few exponents of the verbal group are also found at A, and as
rankshifted qualifiers in nominal group structure (E10.2).
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(v) The sequence of elements is as follows:
T precedes b and £
P follows b and £ ;
b and f may occur in either sequence;

1 immediately precedes or follows r, b or
a secondary element of f (D3.41);

€ may precede or follow any element, except that
it may not precede r.

(vi) There can be more than one of each element of structure,

except 3 .

In all, there are 32 primary structures. These are listed

and exemplified in D7.

1515 Classes of Verbs

The classes of verbs are: verbal particle, preverb, bound

verb, free verb and post verb.

D3.1 The Verbal Particle

The verbal particle has the exponent é before the verb
which immediately follows it, and an optional junction consisting
of an addition of a high tone syllable to this verb or its complement,
if another verb follows it.

BEx.
(i) Without following verb

woén tié A ko 'rin dada
: 4 P
"They even sing well."
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oja d§ BE A 13 n' 1.4
"And people are now getting sophisticated."

(ii) With following verb

(a) Without optional exponent

wén A f' okdn si
"They concentrate on it."

nikén £1 4 yi pa da

"Things have started to change."

(b) With optional exponent

won 4 f' okdh si gon (cf. example above)

"They really concentrate on it."

en f£f' ojlu t' okiunrih wd 6 (cf. okdnrin)

"You are considering it from a men's point of view."

ago 3¢ 4 gbbd lo (cf. gbd)

"Her clothes are getting worn ou‘t."l

The marked form of the first and second person pronouns
(E5.12) occurs as subject only before the verbal particle.

BEX.

(i) Marked Pronoun Subject

a2 h ge bojﬁbojﬁ

"We play 'hide and seek'.

b 3

adkon tf md 4 se

"What I am doing."

lAfter the negator ki (D3.23), the exponent of the verbal particle
is 1. Bx.: a a ki i1 se bé &€ "We don't do that."
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(ii) Unmarked Pronoun Subject

af g' dki

"We are engaged in funeral ceremonies."
L4 - ] 4

en £' ojhu t' okinrih wd 6

"You are considering it from a man's point of view."

Certain preverbs exclude the verbal particle (D3.21);
and others involve certain restrictions when occurring with it
(D3.22). In combinations of more than one free verb, the particle
usually precedes the first free verb or, in the case of a secondary
class of free verbs (D3.41), it precedes either the first or the

second free verb.

DE .2 The Preverb

The preverb is the class of verbs that must be followed by
a free verb, and cannot be preceded by a free or a bound verb in
verbal group structure.
There are three subclasses of preverbs:
(i) Restricted Preverbs;
(ii) Unrestricted Preverbs;

(iii) Negators.

DS .20 Restricted Preverbs

Restricted preverbs are mutually exclusive, They do not

operate in imperative clauses, and they exclude the verbal particle.

w0 exceptions to these restrictions are the preverbs: ki which
does not exclude ba and t66; and Dbi which does not exclude mba,

nif (in rankshifted clauses only, D3.24) and the verbal particle.
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The full list of restricted preverbs is as

1vé
b
ba

ibéd

2 'bAd T

1l

"would/should/could have"
"happen to"

"oreverb after ki"

"even if"

"must"

"will"

"will"

"to be going to"

"habitual preverb"

"should"

"vreverb after ki"

"will" "preverb after kd:3"

tdkon t' 6 wd n' ibé

"We would have seen what's there."

t! 6 —b-é d' Qjé Qdﬁn .« 009

"When it is festival day, «...

n

343 j' 6ba ni

"Even if he's a king."

k' 6 ba 18 ma gin 'yén n' ibi

follows:

"So that she may prepare pounded yam here."

6 gbb.dd mo % ohun ti :

éniyén fé

"He must know what one likes."

&l yon 6. ri pé ....

"One will see that ....
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wén & ni ....

"They will S8y ee.."

336 ma rd

"It's going to rain."

* won g mda lo s' ko

"They usually go to the farm."

k' 6 mé. klkh gé rari

"He shouldn't do it at all."

"Before he knows."
inéwbd & 6 nii pd

"His expenses won't be excessive."

D3.,22 Unrestricted Preverbs

Unrestricted preverbs do not exclude any preverb, and do
not exclude the verbal particle.
The full 1list is as follows:
(A) Can be preceded or followed by the verbal particle.
(i) Can be preceded by the verbal particle only after
the negator kl:-

(a) Two exponents of I) obligatory:

tid- "even"
s43 "ju_s'b“
thn "again"

k6kb; kb "first"
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ms "emphatic preverb"

si; dé "and; in addition"

kon "only™"

kGkda "rather"

siy; £ Mgtilgn

dédé "just by chance"
ti "have"

ti; gbé)"preverbs in

£i % rankshifted
) clauses"
Pe ) (D3.24)

(b) Two exponents of n optional:
tinbd  "further"
sésé "have just"

jaja "managed to"

(ii) Without restrictions:-

tété "quickly™
mdémgd  "intentionally"
jumo "together"
nikon "alone"

(B) Can only be preceded by the verbal particle.

(i) Can be preceded by the verbal particle only after

the negator ki:

18° "ecan; be able to"
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(ii) Without restrictions:

sébaa "usually"

féreé "glmost"

"He couldn't have worked yet."
won O h sébhdi sé
"They don't usually do it."

kt 1 s2f se pé ...,

"And it isn't the case that ..."

eni t' 6 4 tété gba 'rkon ghd
"One who easily believes things."

A

b' 6 tié 1 ma kb

"Bven if he is still going to build."

Da
ct

émi 4 ris aliféaa

"And I have seen a prisst.”
omo ti:"_é..l" 6 kbkd ki
"Hig own child died first."

mo sésé dé do

"Ive just come."

a 4 kGki mo 'rkonkon

"Of course, we don't know anything."
mo kon deé ya lo sé

"And I just went out of my way to do

it
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iyen 1' & tGnbd tin 4 bd & jé
"That is what further spoils it."

L S

ki 1 se pé mo dédé ya s' 1ipé

"It isn't that I just got into the place by chance."

D3.23 Negators
There are three negators: k0 or J; ki and mé.
(1) md.
The verbal group in which mi. occurs operates as a
predicator only in an imperative clause, except when

the negator occurs after the preverbs: 2b4, 1bdad, gbb.dd,
ik

ki, 18, féras.

The negator excludes the verbal particle.

mi. d& 'riko Jo
"Don't mention names!"
e ma. ge ba.yi

“Don't behave like this."

rd A ’, . £
0 le ma. wun mi

"It can fail to please me."

k' 61Gwa € mé. sé

"The person shouldn't do it."
(ii) ki

This negator occurs before ibd; yb., 6. and the verbal particle.

lcf. Abraham (1), p.416. This negator does not occur after any
other verb. The type of nominalisation in which this appears to
happen (BE5.11(a)) really involves two imperative clauses, the second
of which begins with the negator.
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Ex,
* g ki 6. 1o md
"We won't go any more."
* k' 1bs tété dé
"He wouldn't have arrived early."

)

a 8 ki 1 se bééd

"We don't do that."

(iii) ko, O

This negator occurs before all verbs (excepts: ¥b., b.;

maa, ma; a; Ei) and before the verbal particle.

"That's not good."

ajéd ¢ nii 1é mu
"The dog will not be able to catch it."

b ] £

iyen 3 4 ' 43¢

"That is not witcheraft."

1~

When preceded by a pronoun subject, the negator ¢ is usually

elided and replaced by the vowel of the pronoun (See 4.212).

Ex.
a dn' i{gé
"{fe don't have any work."
e-?‘_lé s 8 8 0

NYou. ean't deee”
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wol A kiri
"They don't hawk their wares."

cf. unelided example:

adlé .... "We can't ...."

(iv) Combination of Negators: There are two possible combinations

of negators:

(a) gé or gi before any of the six preverbs that can be
followed by mé.
Bx.
* k3 gbb.dd mh. wh
"He mustn't fail to come.”
k! b4 mb. ki

"He wouldn't have died,"

(b) kS and ki before the verbal particle.
Ex.
wod ki 1 t4 k&
"They don't break apart.”
ki 1 ge gbogbo won ni J ki i se ddadéa
"It isn't all of them that fail to do well."
With the exception noted in (i) above, negators precede

other preverbs in verbal group structure.

D3.24 Restrictions on the occurrence of Preverbs in Clauses

The following restrictions apply to the occurrence of preverbs

in clauses:
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(1) Ibéa, t68 (always after ki) are found only in dependent
clauses (G1).

(ii) ba (always after ki) is found in a rankshifted clause
operating as an adjunct (F1.3).

(iii) se, ti or gbé, fi are found as preverbs in rankshifted
clauses with the clause initiator $i and in the clause with
emphatic element.l
(a) ti or gbé: After place nominals as H or 7

Ex.
Eké 1' 6 ti béré

"It started in Lagos."

n' ibi t' 6 ti ma méa gb' owd

"At the place where he is going to be getting money."
* ibi t' 6 gbé ra 4

"Where he bought it."

A nominal with the nominalising prefix & before the verb
ti "from" (E5.11, note 3) is treated as a place nominal.
4%i18 1' 6 ti wb wh
from the ground h

"Tt was bad from the beginning."

(b) fi: After nominals of reason, and a few nominals of
time such as 1gbad "time", 2kOkd "séason, time", 0j6é "day".
Ex.
tordi iyen 1' dtn fi kGrd
"T+t was for that reason that he left."
idi ¢ t' 4wwén fi lo

"The reason why they went."

1l ¢f. B5.123, Note 1
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* 1t £.k6kd t1 mo fi wad 1' bko

"At the time that I was on the farm."

(c) se: After nominals of reason.
Ex.
torf & 1' a ge so pé ....

"Tt was for that reason that we said that ...."

tori omo 1' a ge 4 g' isé
"It is because of our children that we work."

i.e. "We work in order to keep our children."

The preverb se and/or ti also occurs after the nominal

bi "like".

b' 4 se 4 je 'un
b se

- "How they eat"
i wén ti 4 ta 'ja

"How they sell things."

o

b4 a ti se 4 ge ti wa

"How we do ours"

(iv) b4 oceurs with the preverbs méa and_nii only in a rankshifted
ciause qualifier with'the'clause initiétor 17k 43
Ex.
eni t' 6 b4 ti ma se aldféd
"Any person who has decided to be a priest"
t4 & b4 dé nii t¢ le

"And if we aren't going to follow it"
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(v) All the preverbs not specified above as restricted to

certain clguses only, can be found in all types of clauses.

D3.25 Sequence of Preverbs

Preverbs are found in the following sequence for which eight

places have been set up:l

I Iioga TR L V. W TIE VIII
Negators 1bé ma tié si si, 1 gbd.do All the
other

yo. séa kon de koka  t66 preverbs

b4

1ibés

ba

&

ki

Ex.
t' 6 b4 tin ma bi (TT VITL, VILIT)

"If she's going to have another baby."

b! 6 tié I ma ké (Tv, VI, VIIT)
"Even if she's going to build one.”
obinrin ¢ gbé.d@ jé '.de (T, ¥ET)

"No woman must go out of doors."

dwon $63si gbogbo té a $ié kdn $ié dé wh ni  (IV, IV, IV, V)

"And even all the churches that we have"

lThe structure in which the ne gator mé. occurs after the six preverbs
listed in D3.23 is an exception to this sequence pattern.
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emi S md 1¢& so 'kiin sé 'yén do Gy ET L, - VIIT)
"I can't weep while doing that."

g

gari mg

((F)
L ]
.

(IIT, ¥, VIIL)

type of
food

"Gari has also become o..."

t¥ 60 bk d8lle & .... (T, EX, ) SVLEET)

_——— == T

HAndyif cyouscan't do it ...

D555 The Bound Verb

The bound verb is the class of verbs that must be followed,
and can be preceded, by a free verb in verbal group structure.

The complete list of bound verbs is as follows:

(a) (o) (e)
Can be preceded or Can only be preceded Can only be followed
followed by the by the verbal by the verbal particle
verbal particle particle
£i "with" tén (with complement) méa or ma "continue tont
"again"
“"b& "with, for" d4 (with complement)

i, YErom™

d4 (without com-
plement] "alone"

Ex.
wén £' odgin 4 sé

"They do it with medicine."

44 d8 lo £fi rd &

"And he will go and buy it with it."

lExcept before the verbal particle, after restricted preverbs, and
after unrestricted preverbs that can only be preceded by the verbal
particle, the bound verb mda or ma is found only in imperative clauses.
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md 4 b4 won lo

"TI'1l go with them."

dwon eni t' 6 ma m' 4jé4 d4 nf

"Those who will hold the dog"

6 ye k' & tin 1& tln won wd

"It is necessary that we should be able to examine them again."
ma sén dié aié

"Be paying it by instalments"

awon n' 64 ma ma wo

will continue-
to

"They are the people they will be looking up to."

awon t' & 4 t' oko bo

"Those returning from the farm"

D5.4 The Free Verb

The free verb is the class of verbs that may operate as the

only verb in a verbal group.

D3.41 Secondary Classes of Free Verbs

On the criterion of the position of tﬁzlelement 7] in verbal
dert

group structure, two secondary elements wg f may be established:

f. which may be preceded and/or followed by 1

1

f2 which may be preceded but not followed by 1

These secondary elements are not bound by sequence. Hence fl

operates before f2 and vice versa.
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There are two secondary classes of the free verb corresponding
to the secondary elements: fl free verbs, and f2 free verbs.
| The secondary class of fl free verbs consists of a limited
set of free verbs. YdddsAoUasiaNO N There are two subclasses of
fl free verbs:
(a) free verbs not associated with specific complements: lo "go",

4

@ "COlIle", 32 "assemble", @.ﬁ "make tO", dtrbd "stand".

(b) f£ree verbs which belong to this secondary class only when in
collocation with specific complements: & 'ra "to be quick",
ro 'ra "to be careful", 84 're "run, r@n 'ti "remember",

j4 '.de "go out", shijh  "precede", wo 'lé "enter", bére

n ’ .
"start , jé.ké6 PaitV.

The secondary class of f2 free verbs is a large open set of
verbs, e.g. gbd "get", je "eat", gbé "carry", sun "sleep",
bd "return", 18 M"use", fin "give".

Ex.

wén jo 4 ja d' oyé
£

SR
"Phey contest-against each other for posts."
woén lo 4 ri babaléwo

=
"They go to see a fortune teller."
6 ro 'ra i kd 'nkon

1 £y

"He is carefully learning something."
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struc

There

D3.42
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s’ 4

6 wa f ji 1o s' 1ibé

f Lze B

a 2 =il
"He started going there stealthily."
woén A gb' 6hje wa b' &1dmin
=5 5 5

"They bring food to others."

Junction between f ree verbs

When there is more than one free verb in a verbal group
ture, there is a junction between each verb and the next.
are two types of junction:

(i) High Tone junction;

(ii)Bero junction.

1 High Tone Junction

A high tone junction consists of an additional high tone

syllable to a free verb or its complement. It is to be found only

after the following free verbs (complete list):

bérési "start", 36 "to be sufficient", ge "do",
£fé "want", ni "have", mdé "know", dudn "o be sweet",

[4

: 3 " n L]
yé "stop", sdro "to be difficult", wd "please".

All these verbs are f2 verbs, and, as such, cannot be followed

by the verbal particle. When they are preceded by the verbal

e
particle, the high tone junction coincides with)Pptional exponent

of the verbal particle.
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wén wh  Dbérdsii so
come start

"They started to tell."

nin féé sé mb

.

want do

"I don't want to do it any more."

6 mg 'nkoh ko
know write

"He could write."
k' 4 yéé so pé
stop say say
"We should stop saying"
wén duidf ton

sweet deceive

"It's easy to deceive them."

eni t' 6 tin ni ‘dkon .midin s

have

say
1

"Any person who has something else to say"

ko geé ri
gee

"Tt can't be seen."

1

The high tone junction may probably be traced to an elided original

{

refix i before the following verb.
11), p.586.

cf. Ward (16), p.116;

Rowlands
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D3.422 Zero Junction

A zero junction consists of an absence of any modification
to the final syllable of the free verb or its complement. It is
t6 be found after all free verbs.

Ex.

woén & son 'wd fln mi
pay mmey give me

"They will pay me."

woén & lo k' 4so wd
go ke dress wear
"They will go and get dressed."
d & jo Jjé.k6 je ¢&
assemble sit eat it

"We will sit down to eat it together."

a mg¢  “wE péi,.d.
know say say

"We know that «ess”

D3.43 Subclasses of Free Verbs

Two open set subclasses of free verbs may be established on
swbclas
the criterion of the junction they make when preceded by the gmmssp
of high tone junction - contracting verbs in D3.421. These

subclasses may be called: Strong Verbs and Neutral Verbs.
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D3.431 Strong Verbs
: covl
A strong verb is a free verb which must~h-§? a high tone
junction when preceded by a high tone Junction-contracting verb.
Ex.
8o "say", gbé ‘"carry", se "do", $dn "deceive",
ko "write".

(For examples, See D3.421)

D3.432 Neutral Verbs

drach

m_ q
A neutral verb is a free verb which may~£g=p a high tone
A

Junction or a zero junction when preceded by a high tone junction-

contracting verb.

Ex.,

.i.l.i. Nexceed" - fﬁn "give n ; l—_?. ||t,%.o ] : Ei. "say "

There is a formal and contextual contrast between a structure

with a high tone junction and one without.l

Ex.,
Structure with high Structure with zero junction
tone junction
* amdd wi pé ... a mg wi pé ....

know say say

"We know how to say that ...." "We know that ...."
* & gorob6 fuin won 6 sdro fin won
is difficult give

"It is difficult to give them" "It is difficult for them"

1 translation
The English/equivalence of a neutral verb in a structure with a
Zero ;unction is usually an adverbial word or a preposition.
¢f. fan “give, for'.
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B5%5 The Post wverb

The postverb is the class of verbs that must be preceded by a

free verb in verbal group structure. The complete list of post verbs is

0]

si "into", 1& "on", k& "on", dé "for one's arrival"

"inll -

IB

In verbal group structure, a postverb is the final verb.l

Oge important exception to this sequence pattern is the post verb
nl which may be followed by a free verb. There are two types of
structures with this post verb:

(1) The structure in which ni plus its complement is a fixed
verb-nominal collocation (D6.2). In this structure, the
post verb may be preceded by any free verb. When this
fixed collocation is preceded by a verb with a complement,
the resulting fCpC or pCpC structure corresponds contextually
to a verb-complement structure in which the complement is
composed of the two complements in the former structure.

Ex.
18 woén 1' 6j4 (£CpC) = la ojtu won (£C)
open them in eye open eye their

"open their eyes"

1é won 1' 6ri (pCpC) = 1& orii won (pC)
on- them in head on head their
"on their heads"

(ii) The structure in which ni plus its complement is a
separable verb-nominal collocation (D6.%). In this structure,
only a subclass of free verbs precede ni.

Ex.

fhn “give“, @ “teach“, Eé Neall", b_l "ask",
fun mi ni t6rd "Give me threepence";
pe & ni ago ¢hi "Gall it 'family dress'"

Wardt!s classification of this subclass of verbs as "verbs
which can take two objects",(Ward (16), p.l144-5), is therefore
a little misleading.
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O~
O

mi 19 s' int ighbé
take her gointo inside forest
"He will take her into the forest."
& & gbe ka 'nd

carry it on fire

"She will put it on the fire."

)

wéré ni n mda jd 1& won 1' 4ri
quickly is I will fight on them in head
"I will quickly engage in a quarrel with them."
won & fun 1% &Sbd e

give him in kolanut eat
"They will give him kolanuts to eat."
* dhrd dé mi

stand

"Wait for me."

D4 Subclasses of Verbs

Three subclasses of verbs may be established on the criterion

of transitivity. These subclasses are: Intransitive, Transitive

and Unmarked.

D4.1 Intransitive Verbs

An intransitive verb cannot be followed by a complement in

the structure of the verbal group.
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All preverbs are intransitive. Of the bound verbs, only
méa is intransitive. Intransitive free verbs are an open set,
e.g. BS "drop", o "assemble", pd "to be many", pupa "to be
red", ga "to be tall", dara "to be good™".

Ex.

| (D

tr 6 8 bd dé 1é sé& (Preverbs)

not happen and can

"And if you can't do it"
& & tlnbg mba gb' i1l¢ si (Bound verb)

"It will continue to take root further."

won & Jo pe o oS (Free verbs)
assemble to be complete/to be many

"They will assemble together."

orii wén ti  funfun (Free verbs)
to be white

"Their hairs have become white."

D4.2 Trangitive Verbs

A transitive verb must be followed by a complement in the
structure of the verbal group, unless it is immediately preceded
by another complement, or a high tone junction-contracting verb,
in which case it may or may not be followed by a complement.

(For a special case of transitive verbs in two types of clauses to

which the above restrictions do not apply, see below.)

lThe high tone junction-contracting verbs fe, yé, and bérési are an
exception. A transitive verb after them must be folldwed by a

complement.
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Ex.

(a) Complement

(1) ILransitive verb without preceding complements
wén 4 1o k' 4so wd
g0 take dress wear
"They will go and get well dressed."
(ii) Dransitive verb with preceding complement:
(1) Followed by complement:
wén & son  'wé f£hn mi
pay money give me
"They will pay me."
(2) Not followed by complement:
nd 'dyon  pa
beat person kill

"beat a persoﬁ to death"

(b) Verb

(1) Transitive verb without preceding high tone junction-

contracting verb:

wbn wh ghe ba.
come carry it meet her

"They came and brought it to her."

(ii) FPansitive verb with preceding high tone junction-

contracting verb:

(1) Followed by complement:
nind £éé sé md

want do it anymore

"T don't want to do it anymore."
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(2) Not followed by complements:
* 6 duh gbé
sweet carry

"It's pleasant to carry."

In a rankshifted clause qualifier (E10.1l) gnd in a clause
with an emphatic element, a transitive ve:b is not necessarily
followed by a complement. When it is not, there is a correlgtion
between the absence of a complement and the nominal head or the Z
element. (B3.221(ii))

Ex.

(i) Transitive verb without complement

oun t' & gbé 1t éri
carry on head
"What she's carrying."
dwon obinrin 1' a ma bi n' i.yen
ask

"We should ask the women that."

(ii) Transitive verb with complement

eni t' 6 g! dluféa
do priest

"A person who was a priest."

fven 1V 6 LI omo

possess child

"T+'s that one that owns the child."
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All bound verbs except méa and d4 are transitive. Transitive
free verbs are an open set, e.g. bi "ask", gbé "carry", fin
"give", .12_ "resemble", wd "wear", dé& ‘"cover". All post
verbs are transitive.

Ex.

md & D& won 1o (Bound verbs)
with them go

"T'11 go with them."

wbn £' odgin 4 gé o) ")
with medicine do it

"They do it with black magic."

woén & son*twd fin mi (Free verbs)
pay money give me

"They will pay me."

o & 18 B! isé olukd ! )
do work teacher

"You can't be a teacher."

. o g' bko (Post verbs)

go to farm

"do to the farm."

6 fun ni ‘'dkon ! )

gave in something
her

"He gave her something."
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D4.3 Unmarked Verbs

An unmarked verb is any verb, other than a transitive verb,
that can, but need not, be followed by a complement in a verbal
group structure.

When an unmarked verb is'a monosyllabic verb with a low

tone, there is a formal contrast between a structure with a following

complement and one without.l
BEx.--
Verb without follow- Verb with following
ing complement complement
ta ta  "sell"
mg mQ "know"
ra ra. “buy"
16 o  "uge"
wo WO "l ook”

(i) Verb without following complement

md 4 18 md "I'll be able to know."

kf 1' e "What do you think?"

6 wo "They know how to examine it."

=
O
s
B
Q.
O~

know it look

(ii) Verb with following complement

lo ago .konndg¢ pd "use the same dress together"
i.e. "wear the same type of dress"

wo t' awon JSyinbd "Look at the Buropeans'"

lo ta 'dkon "Go and sell something"

lThis contrast does not apply in the case of a pronoun complement
(D4.42).
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The only unmarked bound verb is dd. Mot of the free. verbs
are unmarked, e.g. jé "dance", son ‘"pay", gbé "hear", bi
"give birth", so "tell", kd "remain".

Ex.

L4 ti m' 4j4 44 ni (Bound verb)

take dog alone have
"He would have held the dog"

émi § 1¢& 80 do (Free verbs)
"I can't say, really."

14

t' é.0ydn bs gbd

"If a person hears"

§ sésé bi 'mo

Ry

"She has just had a baby."
won £ A j' 136 egbé

dance
"They still organise the age-group dance."

D4.4 Subclasses of Transitive and Unmarked Verbs

Transitive and unmarked verbs, which are all monosyllabic,
may be classified into two subclasses on the criterion of the
junction they make with their nominal group complements:

Subclass I ¢ Verbs having a high tone;

Subclass II: Verbs having a mid or a low tone,
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D4 .41 Subclass I Verbs

A subclass I verb has a high tone before its complement, and

its pronoun complement (except the second person pluralﬂl has a

mid tone.

Ex.

(i) With Nominal Complement

6 ni k612 funfun
"He has a white collar."

A

wéd si : 114 JSyinbb

"Come to Britain."

woén lo 4 ri babaléwo

"They go to see a fortune teller."

(ii) With pronoun complement

bad won 1o
with them go

"Go with them."

1

s

’
of i

"He saw it."

fin mi

. 2
"Give me."

1 The second person plural pronoun complement has a high tone, and
the junction between it and the verb is an additional mid tone

gyllable, e.g. xrii yin "see you". cf. verb: ri.

2Two syllables having vowels of the same quality may be contracted

into one syllable according to the rules given in 4.221, Hence
the verbal goup structure with a third person singular pronoun
complement may be ri i or ;; and that wit@ a second persm plural
pronoun complement may be rii yin or ri jin.
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When a subclass I or a subclass II verb is followed by a
complement which begins with a vowel, its final vowel or the initial
vowel of the complement often undergoes an elision. It is difficult
to formulate any general rules about which of the two vowels in
contact is to be elided. (An attempt is made in 4.2 to indicate
some general tendencies.)3 Whichever vowel is elided, the tone
of a subclass I verb is retained before all complements.

In the case of a complement beginning with a mid tone, the
high tone of the verb replaces this mid tone. But in the case of
a complement beginning with a low tone, this low tone is assimilated
to the high tone of the verb (cf. 4.112).

Ex.

(i) With a mid tone initial complement

gb' 6do (i.e. gbé 0db )
carry mortar

bdeime: Wdves b1 omo )

give child
birth.to

G sty (Ivec® gor 2136 )

dance a dance

(ii) With a low tone initial complement

bt &.gd (i.e. DA &gl )
with devil

rt 4,41 & (i.e. vi faf &)

see cause its

fé '.kejl (i.e. £& ekejl )4

like companion

et Ward (16), pp. 123-133; Rowlands (11), pp.382-385; Siertsema (14),

pPp. 398-400.

s rahan (1) usually leaves the low tone of the complement unassimilated

to that of the verb in this structure, but not consistently. cf. his
j43de (not assimilated) and jékdé (assimilated).

In my text, the low tone is usually assimilated.cfSiertsema (1%),
p.398, Note 16.
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D4 .42 Subclass IT Verbs

A subclass II verb hgs a mid tone before its nominal group
complement (other than a pronoun), and a mid or a low tone before
its pronoun complement, which has a high tone.

Bx.

(i) With nominal complement

te ddrd "play the organ"
lo aso .konnéd "wear the same type of dress"
Je gdri "eat gari"

(ii) With pronoun complement

18 6 "ise it"
kd dun mi "it doemn't hurt me"
se é "do it“l

When the final vowel of the verb or the initial vowel of the

complement is elided, the initial tone of the complement is retained.

BEx.
kg fwé (i.e. ka 2Iwé )
read book
son 'wbd (i.e. son owbd )
pay money
s' 3jé (i.e. se 4jé )

do witbhhecraft

1 Yhen contracted according to the rules in 4.221: gse & — gé.
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D5 The Complement

The complement is expounded by a rankshifted nominal group.
(For exemplification of the complement, see D4, D7.)l

The structure of the nominal group is described in 3E.

D6 Verb-Nominal Collocation

Any verbal element of verbal group structure together with an
immediately following complement can be regarded as a verb-nominal
collocation. There are two types of verb-nominal collocations:

(1) Separable; (ii) Fixed.

D6.1 Separable Verb-Nominal Collocation

A separable verb-nominal collocation is one where the
complement can be separated from the verbal element, i.e. the
clause in which the complement occurs contrasts with a corresponding
emphatic clause in which the same nominal group expounding the

complement operates at Z.

Ex.

Non-Emphatic Clause ! Emphatic Clause
6 gb' 646 wh odbé 1' 6 gbé wa

C Z
"She brought a mortar." "It was a mar tar that she brought."
aman j' iyén iybn 1' a ma A je
C Z ¢

"We usually eat pounded yam." "It's pounded yam that we

usually eat."

- After the verbs: ni, pé "say", the complement is usually one
or more rankshifted sentences.
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All consonant-initial complements enter into separable verb-

nominal collocations with the immediately preceding verbal elements.

Ex.

Non-Emphgatic Clause Emphatic Clause
6 ma 4 te ddrd dird 1' 6 ma 4 té

* G . S :
"He used to play the organ." "It was the organ that he
used to play."
6 ra mbtd métd 1' 6 rad
C Z

"He bought a car." "It was a car that he bought."

A separable verb-nominal collocation, though usually contracted,

may be uncontracted.

Ex.
(i) Contracted (ii) Uncontracted
J*t éshba ji egba
steal whip
3 136 j6 ijd

dance a dance
&  dséld di dgéld

become legislator

D6.2 Fixed Verb-Nominal Collocation

A fixed verb-nominal collocation is one where the complement
cannot be separated from the verbal element, i.e it can only be

found in a verbal group structure.l A fixed verb-nominal collocation

is always contracted.

& Fixed verb-nominal collocations are treated in an earlier paper by
me as a class of verbs which are rankshifted verb-nominal compounds
(See Bamgbose (2)). The present description accounts for the
difference between a fixed verb-nominal collocation and a separable
one at the same rank, and consequently avoids the incongruity, implicit
in the earlier description, of a nominal junction (E4) between a "verb"

i . cf. 6 padée babsd "he met father".
and a nominal complement P e p.129)
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There are two types of fixed verb-nominal collocations:
(1) Unique fixed verb-nominal collocations.

(41) Non-unique fixed verb-nominal collocations.

D6.21 Unique Fixed Verb-Nominal Collocation

A unique fixed verb-nominal collocation has no "separable
verb-nominal collocation" counterpart.

Ex.

£

padé ‘"meet", gbdgbé "forget", dide M"stand",

4

jolLkd - Mgitn bé_ré Natartt péla "be with"

| (De

D6.22 Non-Unigque Fixed Verb-Nominal Collocation

A non-unique fixed verb-nominal collocation has a "separable
verb-nominal collocation" counterpart.
Some non-unique fixed verb-nominal collocations contrast

formally with their contracted "separable verb-nominal collocation"

counterpart.
Ex.
Verb Separable Pixed

fé f'  brdn fé '.rdn
like cause like

gba gba 'nb gb' ind
take fire catch fire

ghé gh' ése ghé  'sé
remove foot walk Dbriskly

(contd. from p. 128 )

lisa "verb", pddé mekes a nominal junction with the complement
bsbé, whereas, as a fixed verb-nominal collocation, it contains
2 nominal item which makes the junction with another nominal item.
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But most non-unique fixed verb-nominal collocations are

homophonous with their contracted separable verb-nominal collocation

counterpaxrt.
Ex.
Verb Separable Fixed
pé p' 0ldéwd "call the owner "hawk"
of money"
ni 11 60 "has eye" "there are"
kb k' éron "buy meat" "be done for"

D6.23 Complement in Fixed Verb-Nominal Collocation

The nominal group complement in a fixed verb-nominal
collocation can either:

(a) have no qualifier at all

Bx.
gb' ilé "take root"
gb' ind "catch fire"
kt' éron "be done for"

or (b) have only a nominal qualifier (E5.4).
Ex.
padée won "meet them"
p' 0léwbé éko  "hawk €ko"

béree 'gé "start work"

. ho
When this nominal qualifier is the same item as a Z 2 in a

corresponding emphatic clause (B3.221), the third person singular

pronoun with which the sz item is in concord may be a zero. This

is never the case with a separable verb-nominal collocation.
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Bx.

(1) Fixed Verb-Nominal Collocation

Non-Emphatic Clause Bmphatic Clause .

wén p' oléwd &ko * &ko ni wbén p' o0lbwd &
"They hawked eko." * gko ni won p' oléwb
"It was eko that they hawked."

(ii) Separable Verb-Nominal Collocation

Non-Emphatic Clause Emphatic Clause
won gb' ago okunrin néd * okinrin néd ni wén gb' asgo g
"They took the man'sclothd" "It was the man's cloth that
they took.™"

D7 Exemplification of Verbal Group Structures

The following are the 32 possible primary structures of the
verbal group.. (The possibility of more than one of each element
of structure, except 7§, is implied in each structure and indicated

in the examples.)

Subjects are enclosed in brackets.

Structure Exemplification
£ (6) po

"Tt is plentiful.”

it nnkon t1i (md) 4 se
"What I am doing."
rf (3j6) ma rd
"It's going to rain."
bf (e) ma gbd

continueto hear

"Listen!"



Structure

fp

£C

nef

nbf

fp

nfC

rfp

rbf

rfC

bfp
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Exemplification
ibi &' (8) ya si
tarn 5o

"Where he went to"

(6) ri i
£
"He saw it."

() ti 4 kG4rd

"It's stopping."

édydn n' (6A) 4 ba4 16
"They deal with people."

Syinbb 1' (3) & t8 1&

j

1
as

"Tt's European custom that we copy."

() 4 se bojibojl
C
"We play 'hide and seek'."

bé¢ n63 ni ('dkon .&) tdnbd ma tébi i

S
% r T P
further will be big to

"Tt's in the same manner that your things
will further increase."

(4) 4 ma jé

"She will be dancing."

(6) sés¢ bl 'mg
C

"She has just had a baby."
ibd t* U(6) a8 sun si
alone sleep into
"The place where she slept alone."
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Structure Exemplification
bfeC (e) b4 mi rad
{oYl (6 i

"Buy from me."

fpC (6) hon si ayé
£ P c
show to world

"It is clear to everybody."

s

nrbf érd t4 (a) ti ma 4 ni
TS f

"Mthe ideas we used to have

nrip nikon ti (obinrin) tin 4 jd si

"What a woman fights over"

nric (won) tié % ko 'rin
r 5 C
even sing song

"They even sing."

nbfp * ibi t' (6) A 44 sun si
"The place where she usually sleeps alone."
nb£fC (wn) £* odgin 1§ sé

b C £
with medicine do it

"They do it with black magic."

NfpC () w& & J1 Qo st  1ibg
£ £ T D C
come steal go to there

"He then went there stealthily."

rbfp * gt (§) ti d& stn si
"The place where she had slept alone."
rbfC (md) & Da wgn 1o

b f
will with them go

"I'11 go with them."
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rfpC

bfpC

Orbfp

HrbfC

n rfpC

1 bfpC

rbfpC

NrofpC
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Exemplification
(4) & gbe ka 'nd
r D c

will put it on  fire
"He will put it on the fire."

(0) w& b4 wa s' Jrd s' ind 2
£ b £ G " 'p C
come with us say talk into inside its

"You've come to join us in talking into it."
ibi t' (6) ti A d4 sin si

"The place where she used to sleep alone."

awon n' (1) kb ma 1B t¢ si:dno .kon
r b f bp C
first contimie bend to way one
to

"They are usually the first to incline one way."

() Xdn 4 nd woén 1' égba
i i c P c
just beat them in whip

"He just beats them."

(&dyén) i e ron 'raa won 1' 4wd
b C £ c p C
with it extend themselves in hand

"People help one another through it."
(4) & +anbd méa, ghb! i1é s&i
T 54 b £ C p C
will further con%%nue take ground to it

"Tt will continue to flourish."

LA (a) “BA T 4 ! 2vantjé lo s' inGu kdtd
r b C £ D C
happen with sadness go to grave

"If we go to our grave in sadness."
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Since all post verbs are transitive, and most bound verbs are
also transitive, a structure with p or b without C is very
rare, since transitive verbs are always fo llowed by complements
except in certain structures (D4.2). This is the reason why four
of the structures without C involving these two elements are exemplified

from outside the text.

D8 Systems of the Verbal Group

There are five systems of the verbal group: Transitivity,

Emphasis, Linkage, Tense, and Polarity.

D8.1 Transitivity

The system of transitivity consists of three terms corresponding
to the subclasses of verbs in D4, i.e. Transitive, Intransitive,
Unmarkedt At each place in verbal group structure where there is a
verbal element, there is a possibility of a choice from each of the

three subclasses of verbs; hence the three-term system of transitivity.

D8.2 Emphasis

A verbal group may be emphgtic or non-emphatic. It is emphatic
if it contains the preverb md, and it is non-emphatic if it does not.

An emphatic verbal group is always found in an emphatic clause
with the clause final element‘.l And the clause in which the emphatic

verbal group occurs is either affirmative or imperative.

Lsbreham (1), p.415 rightly associates mg with the tonal exponent of

the clause final element. He omits to point out, however, that the
latter occurs without the former (cf. B3.32). Contrary to his examples
on the same page, no occurrence of mé in a clause without the clause

final element is found in my text.
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BEx
Emphatic Verbal Group Non-Emphatic Verbal Group
Tyén me burd do burt
"That is really bad." "is bad"
‘1yén md dad da
"That is really good." "is good"
kini .yen 8 md da Jo S da
"That thing is really "jsn't good"
not good."
0lé.run .konndd md ni Jo ni
"It's really the same God." "igh
mé. md b4 won lo s' bko ° mé. b won lo s' 6ko Okété
"0kété do
"Don't you go with them to "Don't go with them to kill
kill the giant rat." the giant rat."

D8.53 Linkage

The system of linkage consists of two terms: ILinked and
Unlinked. A linked verbal group contains the preverb gi or gg
"andj; © in addition". An unlinked verbal group does not.

The clause in which the linked verbal group occurs presupposes

a preceding clause.l

11y is probably for this reason that the items s and dé have been
called linking words (traditionally, "conjunctions"). ‘cf. Ward (16),
p.153; Délang (6), p.lxvii.
In fact, the items share all the characteristics of preverbs
(cf. Abraham (1), p.589), and may contradict linking items.
e.g. sugbén t' 6 bs j' &xydn 1! é%ﬁféé // aluféa ndq 1' 6 de
ye kT 6 fi dpeere rere 1lé 'lé¢
"But if the priest is human, it's him that should also set a
good example." '
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Ex.
Linked Verbal Group Unlinked Verbal Grup
emi dé ti r' 4.10f48 ot 8,.1dF48
"And I've seen a priest." "have seen a priest"
wén dé ba ron ba ron
"And they sewed it for her," "sewed it for her"
6 si sdro 1' 4.ti g' 213yé gdro
"And it is difficult to "is difficult"
~ explain.”
bl eni pé gbogbo A1Uf4a
st ni wbén burt ni

"As if, in addition, it's all "is"
priests that are bad."

D8.4  Tense and Polaritxl

The system of polarity has two terms: positive and negative;

and the system of tense has two terms: (a) Tense without perfective

modification; (b) Tense with perfective modification.

These two systems are taken together because they are partially
dependent.

Although it is possible to have two partially combinable systems

of "tense" and "aspect", this alternative has been rejected in
favour of the less complicated, mutually exclusive terms of a single
system which makes no distinction between "tense" and "aspect”.

cf. Ward (16), pp.78-101.

While recognising its importance ("aspect plays a significant
role in the construction of actual tense"), Bull (19), pp.24-26
excludes aspectual contrasts as terms in his tense system.
¢f. his description of Yoruba tense system (pp.28; 30) which on
account of this restriction ignores many of the contrasts recognised
in the system being presented in this section.
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D8.41  Tense without perfective modification

Tense without perfective modification consists of five terms in

the positive and four in the negative.

D8.411 Terms in the Positive

Conditioval. fasll

The five terms in the positive are: Future, Continuous,
Habitual, Unmarked.
(1) Future: Markers of the future tense are the preverbs:
yb. or 6.5 & "will"} mfa or ma "to be going to".
Ex.
éndyon 6. ri

"One will see it."

woén &4 ni ....

"They will say ...."

0j6 ma ro

"Rain is going to fall."

i.e. "It's going to rain."

(ii) Conditional Past: This tense is marked by the item 1bé

"would/should/could have".

The free clause in which this item occurs presupposes
s dependent conditional clause. (cf. C1)
Ex.

2 'p4 ri 'dkon t' 6 wd n' ib¢

"We would have seen what's there."

0pdlo.pd édyon ni O 'bé méa p' araa won

"Many people would have been committing suicide,"
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(iii) Continuous: The verbal particle (without méa) marks a tense
which can be replaced in the negative by a habitual tense or an
unmarked tense (D8.422). This tense is given the label

"continuous", although contexfually, it is both continuous

and habitual.
Ex.
2 ndkon ti md A se
"What I am doing"
ago &4 gbdd 1o
"His dress is getting worn out."
woén ti¢ 4 ko 'rin dada
"They even sing well."
d 4 se bojlbojh

"We play 'hide and seek'."

(iv) Habitual: Markers of the habitual tense are: the preverb a,

the wverbal particle, with the bound verb mia (i.e. a mia

[0

méa A). The latter is the usual marke r, the former being
treated as literary.

Ex.

M

ebi ma 4 so m§ 'ra won
"Families are usually close-knit."
a mda h ko 'rin
"We usually sing."
* émi a méa 19

"I usually go."
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(v) Unmarked: Any verb or verbal combination not involving the
tense markers above is an exponent of the unmarked tense in

the positive.l

This tense consists of two further terms: past and

neutral.

The past tense is expounded by an open set sub-class of
verbs such as: le "go", rin "walk", bé ‘"return", rd "sell"
pé ‘"call", 16 "use", ri ‘"saw".

Ex.
woén 19 6 lo
used it go
"They used it while going."
woén gbe wa ba
carr}%d come meet her

"They brought it to her."

£

won ji egba .yen
stole whip that
"They stole that whip."

g ri 3
gsaw it
"He saw it."

The neutral tense is expounded by an open set sub-class of
verbs other than past tense verbs, e.g. ni '"have", da "to be
good", tbbi "to be big", rd "think", b& "happen to",

—

wd ‘"exist", gbb.dd "must".

- The only exception is the bound verb méa "continue to", which
expounds the unmarked tense only when not in the combinati on i
in (iv) above.
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Ex.
1yén sdn "That's better."
mo rd pé "I think/thought that.!
6 sdro RTf's difficult."
6 ni kfla funfun "He had a dog collar."?

In a verbal group with more than one verb indicating an
unmarked tense, the tense of the verbal group is that of the
first verb, unless it is one of a number of preverbs.3
Ex.

(a) Neutral preceded by Neutral:

6 kGkG burd

"It's rather bad.X

6 ti¢ 1 thn sdn do

"It's even better."

(b) Past followed by Neutrals

6 kbkb wa

at first exist

"It first existed"

(¢) Neutral followed by Past:
t.gbd t' & b4 dé '1é
hegpn arrive
to

"When he arrives."

2

cf. Ward (16) p.79; especially her classification of the se two
sub-classes of verbs into "action" verbs and "state or quality" verbs.

The same free verb (with or without a complement) is repeated
to indicate an extended action.

Ex. whn ge ge ge ge "They cut it for a long time."
cut it
t' 6 b4 sQ sQ SO SQ "When she's been speaking for a long time"
tell

See D3.22, preverbs under (a), except sése, kb, ti.
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Any of the tenses above, except the conditional past, and the
past, could be contextually past or non-past depending on the context
or co-text. For example, with a dependent clause or an adjunct

indicating a past time, or in a narration of a past event, the tense

is contextually past.4
EX.
(Habitual) k' 6 t66 di pé 6 K& // 6 ma A s' ord wi pé....
"Before he died, he used to say that ...."
(Unmarked a & md 'yen t4618t618
Neutral) ' BT

"We didn't know that before."

(Continuous) * wén A lo 1' 6.la
i A

"They are going tomorrow."

(Future) méméd .mi 4 so fun mi DE aiaaie
"My mother would tell me that ...."

(cf. Examples translated as non-past above.)

D8.412 Terms in the Negative

The four terms in the negative are:Future, Conditional Past,

Habitual, Unmarked.

(1) Puture: Markers of the future tense in the negative are:
(a) The negator ki with the preverb 6.
(b) The negator k8 or 8 with the preverb nii "will".

The latter of these two markers is the usual one.

4 The same is true of the corresponding negative tenses in D8.412.
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Y

ajéd 0 ni% 1é mu
"The dog will not be able to catch it ."
1jé k8 ti¢ tin nif ' 4j&;d
"Won't it even be strange?"
* a ki b6, 1o md

"We will never go."

(i1) Conditional Past: In the negative, the conditional past

involves a double system of polarity (See D8.44).

(iii) Habitual: The habitual tense is marked in the negative by
the negator k0 or J and/or ki before the verbal particle.
BEx.
won A kiri réiré
no
"They don't hawk their wares at all."

ki { s' drd
not

"He doesn't speak."

. . £ b ) A £ L4 -
inGu yin 0 ki 1 wa ni
not not
"Doesn't your stomach swell?"

(iv) Unmarked: In the negative the unmarked tense is expounded
by the negator kd before a verb in the positive unmarked tense,l
Contextually, the unmarked negative temnse may be past or
non-past, irrespective of the two sub-classes of verbs in the

positive.

L The preverb gi or £ is an exception (See D8.422).
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iyen & da

"That's not good."

ko féé ra

"He doesn't want to buy."
a an' Isé

"We don't have any work."

won tété aé

"They didn't arrive early."

D8.42 Tense with Perfective Modification

Tense with perfective modification consists of exactly the same
number of terms as tense without perfective modification. The
difference between the two sets of terms is the occurrence of the
perfective modification marker ti "have" in the former. This marker
is neutral as to past time, i.e. it may be past or non-past depending

on the context or co-text.

D8.421 Terms in the Positive

The terms in the positive are: Perfective Future, Perfective
Conditional Past, Perfective Continuous, Perfective Habitual,
Perfective Unmarked.

Ex.

(i) Perfective Future:

ebi_& ti ph& g@i

"He will have become hungry."
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woén & ti s' isé dié

"They would have done some work."

(ii) Perfective Conditional Past:

3 'b4 ti lo

"I would have gone."

(iii) Perfective Continuouss

(iv)

wén ti A rd 6 £61¢

"They've been thinking of it before."

6 ti A ta (paper) télié

"He used to sell newspapers."

nikén ti A yi pa dd

"Things have started to

Perfective Habitual:

. 3 I

8rd t4 a ti ma A ni

"The ideas that we used

(v) Perfective Unmarked:

6 ti yé mi

"T have understood it."

gbogbo 'dkén ti ya 'td

"Things have changed."

dmi ti r' A.1d0fé2

"I have seen a priest.”

change."

to have."
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D8.422 Terms in the Negative

The terms in the negative are Perfective Future, Perfective
Conditional Past, Perfective Habitual and Perfective Unmarked.
Tense with perfective modification in the negative is expounded
by the appropriate negative tense verbs in D8.412 with either:
(a) the preverb § "yet";
or (b)the perfective modification marker followed, or followed and

preceded, by the preverb i.l

BEx.

(i) Perfective Future

o0 t1 * nif 1& o

"You won't be able to train it yet."

(ii) Perfective Conditional Past (See D8.44)

(iii) Perfective Habitual

* émi kJ ti A 19 s' 6.dé dru ri

"T wasn't in the habit of staying out late."

(iv) Perfective Unmarked

kd 1 s' §r9 % t@n

"She hasn't yet finished speaking."

kd 81 & bl 'mo

"She hasn't had any child yet."

I In these structures, the sequence of 1 in relation to other preverbs
may be different from that outlined in D3.25. The tone of the 1
perfective mad ificatioh marker is also replaced by a high tone (d.e. BL)s

In the case of the perfective habitual, the markers are the

negator and ti (See below).
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ko 1 t4 f kb rirh

"It isn't dead yet."

r a

émi d md £ $1 £ ni So

"I don't really have any yet."

D8. 43 Polarity in Imperative Clauses

The neggtive verbal group in an imperative clause is marked by

the negator mi.
Ex.

mé. a4 'riko do

"Don't mention namesg!"

"Ben't dol autM

e mbd. se 'bh.yl

"Don't behave in this manner!"

Tense with perfective modification occurs only in the negative
in a verbal group operating in an imperative clause.

Ex.

mE,e . b1 T 1o

"Don't go yet!"

D8.44 The Double System of Polarity

In the case of the six preverbs after which the negator mi.
can occur (D3.23), there is a double system of polarity in the verbal
group, corresponding to the two positions of the negators. The

preverb, or the verb following it, is either positive or negative.
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It is positive when it is not preceded by a negator. It is negative

when it is preceded by a negator.

Ex.

6 1¢ m4d. win mi (Positive - Negative)
"It may fail to please me."
elyon & 1& dda tén {Negative - Positive)
"People can't be all good."
k' bltwa & mi. sé (Positive - Negative)

(always

positive)
"The person shouldn't do it."

* kO gbb.d0 mh. wh (Negative - Fegative)

"He mustn't fail to come."

Since the preverb 1b4 which marks the conditional past is one
of these six preverbs, the negative conditional past involves a double
system of polarity.

Bx.

(i) Tense without perfective modification

* n k' 1b4 md (Negative - Positive)
"I wouldn't have known."

k' 1bé4 méd. KG (Negative - Negative)

"He wouldn't have died."
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(ii) Tense with perfective modification

ib4d mé. 1 mo (Positive - Negative)

"He wouldn't have known yet."l

Before 1bd or 1bidd, the negator ké is anomalous in being an
exponent of the positive term.

Ex.

k3 'b4d wd n' 11é oko ¢

"Byen if she's in the husband's house."
kS 'bé wi '.10

"T+ would have been useful."
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3E THE GROUP : NOMINAL

The Nominal Group is the class of the group that operates at

S in clause structure. By cross-identification, members of the class

also operate at Z and a few at A.l

E1l Primary Elements of Structure

The primary elements of structure of the nominal group are:
Head (H) - that element which can operate in a nominal group structure
of only one element; and Qualifier (Q) - that element which must be

preceded by a head in a nominal group structure.

E2 Primary Structures

The primary structures of the nominal group are:

H, HQ

B3 Secondary Structures

Secondary structures of the nominal group involve a further
differentiation of the primary element Q into sequence-determined
secondary elements of structure as follows:

. 1

T B e R T
n j1 k 4 t

= Nominal groups are also rankshifted as complement in verbal group
structure (D5) and as head or nominal qualifier in nominal group
structure (Bl12.3; E5.42).
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Any combination of secondary elements with H is possible in each
secondary structure, with the restriction that there can only be one
H, n or d in any structure.

The names of the secondary elements of structure and the classes

operating at their places in structure are:

Secondary Name Class
Element
n nominal gualifier nominal
J adjective qualifier adjective
ik numeral qualifier nuneral.
k rankshifted qualifier clause; verbal group
d deictic qualifier deictic
t post deictic qualifier post deictic

A1l the classes, except those at k, are classes of words.

The class operating at H is the nominal.

E4 Junction in Nominal Group

Items in the nominal group are of two morphological types:

(i) Vowel Initial; and (ii) Consonant Initial.

The junction between a preceding item (always vowel final) and
a following item depends on which of the two types the following

item is.

B4.1 Vowel-Initial Item

A vowel initisl item retains both its initial tone aml vowel

(other than [i] ) when preceded by another item.l

L lone compounds involving an elision of vowels other than [i] , such as

fla.r6 "place name", omobinrin "girl" (cf. Rowlands (11), pp.378-9)
are treated in this sthdy as single nominals, and not nominal groups
with qualifiers.
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Ex.
aso ebi "family dress"
awon Oyinbd "the Europeans"
114 dyinbd "the country of the Buropeans"

i.e. England

The initial vowel [i] is often elided and replaced by the final
vowel of the preceding item.
Bx.

(aré 114 ) —) ardd '14

inhabitant town "the citizens"

(dwon fmdle ) —> dwonll 'mdle
they muslim "the muslim"

cf. gaga 114 "few towns"

If the last two syllables of the preceding item have low tones,

the latter of these tones is replaced by a mid tone before the initial

mid tone of the following vowel-initial item.2

S Preceding Ttem

oro aso ebi ord
"a discussion about family dress"
§63si ald.dura g6dst

"Apostolic church"

cf. Ward (16), p.54; Siertsema (14), pp.393-4.
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E4.2 Consonant-Initial Items

Consonant-initial items are of three types: (i) Elided
Consonant-Initial; (ii) Nominal; (iii) Other Consonant-Initial

Items.

B4 ,21 Elided Consonant-Initial

An elided consonant-initial item results from the elision of
an initial low tone syllable from a vowel-initial item. The initial
tone is, however, assimilated to the high or mid tone of the final
syllable of the preceding item.l

Elided consonant-initial items are (full list):

apl tthiaY, .wgnzi; "these", .wonni "those", -yen "that",

.wonyen, .wo "which?", .mi ‘"my", .re or .e "your",

mirdn or .mid ‘"another", .kon "one, and the numeral

series (B7) .kini "first", .keji "second", .keta "third" etc.
L0l =£e]1 =Xeta

Ex.
114 Jyinbb .yi "this England"
obinrin .yen "that woman"
odtin .kini "the first year"

ré .mi " friend of mine"

Elided consonant-initial items are always qualifiers in nominal
group structure; but they have corresponding vowel initial items

which can stand as head.

- cf. Initial low tone of complement to a sub-class I verb (D4.41)

and 4.112.
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Ex.
Head Qualifiers
éyi i
iyen -yen
ékini kini
ewo «WO

E4.22 Nominal
When an item precedesa consomant-initial item which is a nominal

(B5), a mid tone syllable is added to the final syllable of the

preceding item.l

Ex.
Preceding Item
iyda  Dbebda wa 1yé; babé
mother father our

"Qur grandmother"

ilée Yddbpa ilé
"Yoruba land"

dyinbbo dbdkita dyinbb

"EBuropean doctor"

dwon kéféri awon

(Final mid tone: no
"the heathen" syllable added)
omooQ wWon QmQ

(Final mid tone:
"their children" syllable added)

& If the nominal is, however, an elided consonant-initial item, e.g..mi,

the appropriate junction for that item applies.
This junction is somethmes (but very rarely) exfemded to a
vowel initial item.
Ex. egbée dséelu "political party"
indo efo pupa "an oil lamp"
The additional syllable is optional if the last syllable of
the preceding item has a mid tone. Ex. ortko Moémédu "Mohammed's name".
Although not a nominal, the deictic ni "that" makes this junction
with a preceding item. Ex. 1gbaa ni "that time"
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If the last two syllables of the preceding item have low tones,
the final low tone is replaced by a mid tone before the additional
syllable is added.

Bx.
e Preceding Itean

awoo  koriko awo

colour leaves

"ogreen colour"

dro bibéli 3rd
word bible

"the Scriptures"

éroo  won érd
thought their

"their ideas"

agsa t' dyinbbd
custom of European

L.
{2
j

"Buropean custom"

B4.23 Other Consonant-Initial Items

Consonant-initial items other than the first two types above
are adjectives, numerals (other than those in BE4.21), past deictics
and exponents of the rankshifted qualifier.

The item preceding any of these consonant-initial items remains

: unehanged.l

-~ The nominal bi "like" makes this junction with a preceding item.

R dwon édydn bii mé.ta

"about three people"
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Ex.
(gdjective) kahtad kékeré
"a small counter"
(Numeral) gil¢ mé.wa
"ten shillings"
(Adjective; awon asd buruki té4 a ni
Rankshifted
Qualifier) "The bad customs that we have"

(Post deictic) ojda ti wa nbd

"Even our own market"

E4.3% Combination of Items

At any place in the structure of the nominal group where any

of the above items occurs, the appropriate junction applies between

it and the preceding item.

Ex.

216 Oyinbé  .yi pépdh

junction jungtion gunction
4.1 E4.21 E4.25

"Bven this England"

dro bibélii won .yen

. junction junction junction
E4.22 E4.22 E4.21

"Natters affecting their dogma"

awon 'mdle he e h e A
junction junction junction
E4.1 E4.23 E4.21

"Those muslims whom we see'



- 157 -

E5 Classes of Words: The Nominsal

Words operating at n and H in nominal group structure are

nominals.

E5.1 Subclasses of Nominals

There are two subclasses of nominals:

(1) Noun;j \ii) Pronoun.

E5.11 Boun
Nominals which may take qualifiers when operating as head are
nouns. The subclass noun is an open set.l
Bx.
é;g "word", omo "child", 114 "towm",
iyawd "wifel! Dbébd "father", odin "year",
egbé "society", a.r6 "place name", Adé&labii:

"personal name" -

awon iyawd ¢ mé.ta
"his three wivesg"

odiin .kini

"the first year"

dwon artgbbo wa Awb1§.wQ ndg
ey (vevsqyi,

n n
our aged persons "even AwolowQ"

= There is a further subclass within the nouns. This subclass is a
closed system of items (pronominals), which are pronoun substitutes
in certain structures. This subclass is fully discussed in E5.121.

= The English translation equivalence of most Yoruba nouns could be
singular as well as plural. The translation into the singular above
is only for the sake of convenience.
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The morphemic structure of many nominals involves a nominalisation.
This nominalisation may consist of a prefix (or an infix) plus another
item, or a reduplication of an item.

The following types of nominalisations are found in the
language:

(a) Prefix + Clause: Nominalising prefixes are:

4 "that which is"; "-ing"; a "one who";

1 "that which is; -ing"; 2% "not -ing"; &ti "to".
(4) &
180" "going" i.e. "departure"
o 5 so — Aardso
think it say "that which is imagined and said"
i.e. "fiction" >
(ii) a
Ex. j* é.ri — ajé.ri

bear witness "one who bears witness"
i.e. "a witness"

With two imperative clauses:

lo; mé. dA4 gbére — alomi.dégbére

go not bid goodbye "one who leaves without
saying goodbye"

3The prefix & is very common as a nominalisation of a clause with the
bound verb ti "from" which may occur without a following free verb

in this nominalisation.
Ex.
i 84ry —p 4tdhrd
from morning "since morning"
t' ilé wh —> 4dtiléwh

ground come "from the beginning"
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"love" "love"

ghba gbd —> 1gbdgbd
take hear
"believe" "belief"

He

(iv) &

=

x.

ni 'nkon pipd —— aini 'dkon Phpd

"have meany things" "not having many things"
"Don't commit sin" "not committing sin"

(v) & vo.. 81 (combined)
Bx.

With two clauses

* j& ; jé& tn — djeljetén
eat it eat it finish "Bating without finishing"
i.e "inexhaustible (food)"

(vi) 2ti
Ex.
r' ago .yen —> ati r' agQ .yen

"buy that dress" "to buy that cloth"

lo s* 1.1Gu wa —> 4ati lo s' 1.10u wa

"go to our town" "to go to our town"
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(b) Prefix + Nominal Group: The nominalising prefix is oni "one
who has".

When the final vowel of this prefix is elided, n — 1
before all vowels, except [i]l . The_initial vowel of the prefix
is also replaced by that of the following item.

Ex.

(i) Vowel Unelided:

kini —> onikini
"Phat "the owner of that thing"
thing"

(ii) Vowel Elided:

With the vowel i

igé olb.run — onisé olé.run

"God's work" "one who does God's work"

i.e."a priest"

With :other vowels

ori burlkd — olori burfikf

"bad head" "a luckless person'"
"edoth" "cloth seller"

epo pupa —> elépo pupa
"palm-o0il" "one with palm-o0il"
eron —> eléron

"meat" "seller of meat"
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(c) Infix + Reduplicated Nominal: The infix ki "any" comes

between the two nominals.

Ex.
nrkon e nnkonkinkon
"something" "anything"
oun s ounkdun
"thing" "anything"
eni —_— enikéni
"person" "any person"

(a) Reduplicated Verbal Root + Clause: The reduplicated verbal
root consists of the initial consonant of the verb plus the
vowel f[i] with a high tone, i.e. 1.

The verbal group in the nominalised form may be of the
same sequence as that in the clause or, alternatively, the
sequence may be changed so that the complement precedes the verb.
BEx.

(i) Normal Sequence:

rin kédkiri - — ririn kédkiri
walk all about "walking about"
gbé '.yawb — gbigbé '.yawd
take wife

"to get married" "getting married"

(ii) Alternative Sequence:

la 'j8 — 0jt 1418
"eivilisation
ko 'rin — orin kiko

sing song "singing"
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(e) Reduplicated Verbal Group: This is an alternative to the
"agentive" nominalisation a + clause. But unlike it, it
embraces human as well as non-human agents, i.e. "one who"

or "that which". It is not common.

Ex.
b Lgjd e bojhbojh
cover face "one who covers face"
ize. "hid e and seek"
jé¢ vaf — jedijgal
eat anus "that which eats the anus"

i.e. "piles"

(f) Reduplicated Noun: In this reduplication, the nouns are
largely restricted to vowel initial nouns of time. The tonal

and vowel changes involved in the reduplication are specified

in: 4Bl

Ex.
odin — odoodun
"year" Yevery year"
osé — 0s0Qs¢
"week" "every week"
egbé —> egbgegbe.

"society" "society by society"
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B .12 Pronoun

Nominals which do not take any qugalifiers when operating as Head

are pronouns. They have different forms in the syntactic positions:

89, C and n.

(i) Pronoun Subject

oingular Plural
il mo a
2 0 e
S 6 wén

These forms of the pronoun subject occur before all.verbs subject

to the following restrictions.

(a)

(p)

(c)

Before the verbal particle, a marked form of the first and
second person pronouns occurs in addition to the above series.

This marked form has a low tone.

Singular Plural
1. md a
2. 3 ¢

Before the preverb & "will", the subject pronoun series are:

Singular Plural
1. ma a
2 wa e
535 & wén

Before the preverbs: kJ, ki, 1ba, 1béd, and yb., the third
person singular pronoun has a zero exponent (cf.B3.112), and
the first person pronoun is n. This item is also the first
person prénoun before the preverb, ba, and an alternative

pronoun before the preverb bé.
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(d) The third person plural pronoun has a mid tone when followed

by a preverb before which the SP junction does not occur. (B3.111).

(e) Pronouns do not occur before the preverb a, and the free verbs:

] . . . - 4 .
da '"where is?", fké '"what about?", ni "is", kb igntgn,t

(ii) Pronoun Complement

Singular Plufal
s mi wa
2. o/le yin
D Vowel of Verb won

The tone of the pronoun complement (other than the second
person plural) depends on the subclass of verb which precedes it -
mid tone after a subclass I verb and high tone after a subclass
II verb (D4.4).

The third person pronoun complement is a reduplication of

the vowel of the subeclass I or II verb.

Ex.
i 4 "see him"
wo 6 "look at her"
je & "eat it"

When contracted according to the rules in 4.221,

ri i — ri; je & —> jé.

(iii) Pronoun Qualifier

Singular Plural
s .mi wa
2 .re/e yin
3. r¢/é won

& As an exception, the third person plural pronoun is found before the

preverb a.
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E5.121 Pronominals

Before the verbs in ES5.12(e) &bove, in non-verbal clauses, and

in compound nominal group structures, pronouns do not occur. Their

places are taken instead by pronominals - a closed-system subclass of

pouns which are pronoun substitutes in these structures.l

Singular Plural
1. émi dwa
2. IwQ éyin
Sl BT _ awon

In these structures in which both pronouns and pronominals may

occur, the contrast between them corresponds to that between an emphatic

term and a non-emphatic term of a system.2
Ex.
Pronoun Pronominal
mo rd pé ,,.. _ émi-rd pé ....
"I think that ...." 11 think that ...."
* dyen 1' o ri iyen n' Iwd ri
"$hat is what you see" "That is what you see."

il

For the theoretical status of substitbion in linguistic description,
See R.H. Robins (25), p.140, note 3.

Perhaps it is on account of this correspondence that these items have
been classified as "pronouns". cf. Ward (16), p.78; Siertsema (14),
p.513 Delano (6), p.lviii; and Abraham (1), p. xxix (independent
pronouns which are nouns"). Only Rowlands (11), p.377, separates
them entirely from pronouns and classifies them as nominals (i.e. nouns).
This is by far the best analysis because these items behave formally
like nouns rather than pronouns. A further step is taken here by
making them a special subclass of nouns.
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After verbs of reporting (ni, pé "say), the third person
pronominal is also the reflexive equivalent of the pronoun, when the

subject preceding the verb is a nominal group other than a Ffirst-or

second person pronoun. The correspondence may be stated as follows:
Pronoun Pronominal
3rd Singular: Non-Reflexive Reflexive
3rd Plural: Neutral Reflexive
Ex.
(3rd Singular) 6 ri pé Suf 1' bwd cf 6
"He saw that he himself had money" — h;; not himself.
(3rd Plural) wén & ni wén 4 d4* &so ebi cf duwbn
"They will say that they are they themselves.

buying family dress" i.e. they
themselves or not themselves.

BE5.122 Systems of Number and Person

There is a system of number and a systen of person at any place

in nominal group structure where a pronoun or a pronominal occurs.
The terms in the systems are:
(i) Number: Singular and Plural

(ii) Person: 1st Person, 2nd Person, 3rd Person
(indicated by the figures 1, 2, 3 in the series
listed above).

E The contextual reference of the 3rd person pronoun to non-human

objects is not accounted for by these systems.
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The contextual equivalence of the two systems is as follows:
Speaker : mo, émi

Speaker +
Addressee(s) or

A

Other Person(s): a, awa

Within speaker's Outside speaker's
ocial group social group
Addressee : 0, 1wQ e, @&yin
Addressees : e, @&yin
Within speaker's Outside speaker's
social group social group
Other Person : 65, Jdun wbén, dwon
Other Persons : wbén, dwon

BE5.2 Clause rankshifted as nominal:

A clause may be found at a place usually occupied by a nominal
in a nominal group structure. Such a clause is a clause rankshifted
as a nominal.

Bx.
(i) Clause as H
(2) Without Qualifier
a8 she. 1o $68si O m! oni.gbdgbd

We go to the church
"Going to the church does not prove a Christian"

(b) With Qualifier

k' '€.3ydn méa w! &.ést .yen
One should contribute to the thrift fund
"That question of contributing to the thrift fund"
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(ii) Clause as n

dro pé wén tié A ta 'Akon yi
talk say they are even selling things this
"This question of people selling things"

E5.3 The Nominal as Head

All nominals can be H in nominal group structure. (For other
items as head, see E12)
Ex.
aluféa .kon
"one priest"

dwon métd kékéké .wdnyen
they car small those
"Those small cars"

dpdlo.pdo won
"myriads of them"

E5.4 The Nominal Qualifier

Any nominal may be an exponent of the nominal qualifier.

E5.41 Subclasses of Nominals at n

There are two subclasses of nominals at n:

(i) Marked (ii) Unmarked

E5.411 Marked Nominal

A marked nominal is marked as restricted to the position, n

by the genitival particle ti "of".
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Bx.

dsa t?! Syinbé

custom of European

"Buropean customs"

adwon omo  ti: fsinyin

they child of nowadays

"The present generation of children"

Marked pronouns are :

Singular Plural
1. - ti wa
2, - ti yin
5 ti ré ti won

Marked pronominals are :

Singular Plural
i t' émi tt dwa
2 t' 1ire t' éyin
5e t' Sun t' dwon

(In this series, the second person singular pronomipal 1w

is replaced by,irg).

A marked nominal enters into a genitival structure with the head.

E5.412 Unmarked Nominal

An unmarked nominal is one without the genitival particle. It
enters into either a genitival or an appositive structure with the head.
(a) Appositive Structure
An unmarked nominal entering into an appositive structure

with the head is referentially identical with the head.
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The pronoun (the third person singular excepted) which can be
substituted for an appositive sfructure is of the same number and
person as the pronoun qualifier. (cf.E10.112)

Ex.

(i) With Pronoun Qualifier

ghogboo wa (k6 1' a)

all us we

_ (pronoun substituted)
"all of us"
oléri burtka e (& o ")
luckless person you you

"You luckless person" (pronoun substituted)
gbogboo yin .yi // (oré .mi ni yin)

all you this you
"gll of you" (pronoun substituted)

(ii) With Noun Qualifier

Oyinbbo  dbkita
European doctor

"A European doctor"
ing  imdndménd
fire 1lightning

"lightning"
dyin obinrin

you . women

"you women"

The appositive structure with the pronominal_éﬂgg as head is

the structure most commonly used to indicate "more than one—ness“.l

1

It has not been considered necessary to set up a system of number
for Yoruba nouns, since "plurality" or "singularity" of nouns can
only be inferred from the context or co-text. cf. Carnochan (20)

pp.l114-5.
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]

H Hn

fydwd "wife or wives" | dwon Iydwd "wives"

oja "market or awon 0ja "markets"
markets"

omo "child or dwon omo "children"
children"

Genitival Structure

An unmarked nominal entering into a genitival structure

cannot be identical with the head.

-E-E.

babda wa
father our
"our father"
ilt dyinbé

country European

"country of Europeans i.e. England”.

awoo koriko

"colour of leaves i.e. green colour"

Contextually, an unmarked nominal in a genitival structure

contrasts with a marked nominal in that the latter is always

"possessive" (i.e. expresses a general sense of "belonging to"),

whereas the former is not necessarily so.

(i) Marked * asgo t! ebi

dress of family

"dress of the family" i.e. dress belonging to the

family.
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(ii) Unmarked asgo ebi <::‘"dress belonging to the family"
"family dress" - dress worn by
all the family on a special occasion.
When the marked and the unmarked nominals are "possessive" the
marked nominal is a more emphatic "possessive".
Bx.
dsd Jyinbd "European custom"
dsa t! dyiﬁbé "Custom of Europeans"
ojda wa "Our Market"

ojaa ti wa "the market of ours"

E5.42 The Rankshifted Nominal Qualifier

A nominal group may be rankshifted as a nominal gqualifier.
Such a rankshifted nominal group may, like a nominal at n, be
marked or unmarked. An unmarked rankshifted nominal group is
usually found in a genitival structure except after a head which is
(a) a pronominal, (b) a personal or place name, or (c) a nominal
which rarely takes a qualifier other than a nominal qualifier. In
these cases it is usually found in an appositive structure.

Ex.

(i) Marked

omo ti 14 .miAd

child of town another

"a child belonging to another town"

asa t' dwon Jyinbé
custom of they European

"the customs of the Buropeans"
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(ii) Unmarked

(2) In Genitival Structure

&ro pkdﬁ won
thought heart their
"Their thoughts"

édydn dwon ' 6 ki
people they who remain
"The relations of the rest"

(b) In Appositive Structure

Ywo 2ydwb .mi

you wife my

"You, my wife"

éyin arf .mi
you relation my
"You, my friends"

Since the structure of a rankshifted nominal group may consist
of a head plus a nominal qualifier (Hn), there is a possibility of

recursive Hn structures.

EX.
iyba babba wa "Our father's mother
mother | father our i.e. our grandmother"
H n
H n
1t6jh awon artgbbo wa, "the care of our
care \ they old people our aged persons"
n
H n

oo
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E6 Classes of Words : The Adjective

The class of words operating at j is adjective. It is an open

gset of words.

Ex.

kékeré '"small", ptpd "many", dtdd "black™
funfun "white", rere "good", ai® "little"
1ile "hard".

Hj Structures

k61a funfun "a dog collar"
collar white

oja kékeré "a small market"
market

dpeere  rere "a good example"
example

igé 1ile "a hard job"
work

Adjectives display a system of intensification which consists
of the terms: Intensive; MNon-intensive.
The intensive term has as its exponent a reduplicated form of

the non-intensive term.

Ex.
Non-Intensive Intensive
burdkd burikt burika "bad"
014 114 1514 "big"
‘kékeré kékeré kékeré "Small"

Contextually, the intensive term almost always indicates "more

than one-ness".
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dsd burdkd burfkd
"bad customs"

asa burfkd
"a bad custom/bad customs"

E7 Classes of Words : The Numersl

The class of words operating at 1 is numeral.

Numerals may be classified into four subclasses: Types 1, 2,

5 and 4.
Type 1 Ex. mé.ji mé.whd mh.rtn 2bd mé. j2din1égln
"two"  "ten" "five and a half" "eighteen"l
Type 2 Ex. mé.jddjt mé.té8ta mé.jééje mé.wédwh
"both" "g1l three" "gll seven" "all ten"
(This series is limited to 2 - 10)
Type 3 Ex. .kgokon mé.jt méji mé.sén mé.sbén
"one each" "two each" "nine each"
mé.rinlé mérinlé
"fourteen each"
Type 4 Ex. é&ke.ji, .ke.ji gke.fd, .ke.fd éke.je, .ke.je
"second" Daixth? "seventh"
8ke.jil4 .ke.j1l4
"Bwelfth"

For multiples of ten from twenty upwards, there are only two

subclasses.
(i) Non-Reduplicated (ii) Reduplicated
oghn  "twenty" ogoogun "twenty each"
ogbhdn "thirty" ogboogbdn "thirty each"
s

The series of items for naming the figures 1, 2, 3 etc. and for

counting e.g. 66kon, é&ji, é&éta; eni, &ji, ¢ta "One! Two! Three!"

N2 aot
are nouns.
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Morphologically, the relation of the four subclasses to one

another is uniform for all numerals except "one"2

-E_x.
Type 1 Type 2 Type 3 Type 4
mé.ji mé.jééjd mé.ji mé.ji éke.ji, .ke.ji
mé.rin mé.réérin mé.rin mé.rin éke.rin, .ke.rin

The subclasses Type 1, Type 2, Type 3 are mutually exclusive,3
and they precede Type 4 in nominal group structure.
Ex.

Type 1 0jé mé.rtn "five days"

silé mé.jf dbd "two and a half shillings i.e. a
half-crown"

Type 2 awon mé.tééta "all three of them"

Type 3 iyawd mé.jl mé.jf "two wives each"
Type 4 0jbé .keji "the second day™"
odtn .kini "the first year"

ETWD Numerals ) * &won omo mé.ta .kini

(Type 1 - Type 4) "the first three children"

For numerals which are multiples of ten from twenty upwards, the
structure Hj is rare. The common structure with this series of
numerals is an Hn structure in which thenumeral is a qualifier as
Hy (El2.2)

Bx.

L

ogun odlin "twenty of years' i.e. twenty years"
twenty year

ogb.rtn eénydn "one hundred persons"
hundred people

g The series for the numeral "one" is: .kon "one", .kgokon "one each",
eékini, .kini "first".

3 The numeral .kon is an exception.
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There is a contrast between the two structures when the numeral

is of the non-reduplicated subclass.

Ex
Hj * orin ogin "the twentieth hymn"
Hn * ogin orin "twenty hymns"

E8 (lasses of Words : The Deictic

The class of words operating at d is the deictic. It is a

class of closed system items comprising the following (complete list).

yi "thig"
.wdnyi  "these"
.yen "that"
.wonyen  "those"
ni Nthat®
.wonnt "those"
. WO "which"
Shtin nthattt

Ex.

dsa t' 110 .mid t' 64 mh wid Lyl

"This custom belonging.to another country which
they've introduced"

oko .yen

"that farm"

dwon t4{ d bi ' mo .wonyen

"Those persons without children"

igbaa ni

"that time"

1 The deictics .wonni and .wdnyen sometimes (but very rarely)

precede the rankshifted qualifier.
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h ]

org¢ .wo "which talk"

s6dsd @hﬁn néd "Even that church"

E9 Classes of Words : The Post-deictic

The class of words operating at t is pbost deictic. It comprises

the following items (full list) which are not mutually exclusive.

néd "that very"
gon "exactly; even"
paépaé "too"
nikon "alone"
gbogbo ng11nt
ké "even"
Ex.
dwd .yen néd (Hdt) "That same colour"

116 Oyinbé .yi p34pds (Hndt) "This England too"
awon gaﬁ n@@ (Htt) "Even they too"

iyen ndd padpdd (Htt) "That very one too"
obinrin .yen nikon (Hdt) "That woman alone"

oun t4 4 A so gbogbo (Hkt) "All the things that
we are saying"

bi enikddkon wa k& (Hnt) "As individuals too"

E10 The Rankshifted Qualifier

Items operating as the rankshifted qualifier are rankshifted

clauses and verbal groups.

= The item "gbogbo" is an adjective when it precedes the rankshifted
ualifier, because it is only in this structure that a deictic
%immediately after the rankshifted qualifier) can follow it.
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E10.1 The Rankshifted Clause

The rankshifted clause is of the structure 1SP(A), with the
item ti "who", "whom" "which" as clause initiator.
Bx.

dwon 34 3 bi 'mo .wdnyen

"Those people who don't have children"

dwon sisi t' 6 ' k6 wh
"The fashionable ladies who come from Lagos"

dwon 'mdle t4 & n ri .yen (ti & contracted to t4 &)

"Those muslims whom we see"
eyl i d da nbd
"That which is bad too"

£

dwon 1 ' A s! isé dﬁk@ ndéd (ti 6 contracted to ti)l

"Those who are engaged inteaching"

El10.11 Concord between Head and Subject

In a nominal group structure with a rankshifted clause, the
subject of the clause may be :
(i) antecedental i.e. in concord with the head,
(ii) non-antécedental i.e. not in concord with the head,
(iii) Neutral i.e. unmarked as to antecedental 'non~antecedental
and therefore potentially ambiguous.

iﬁ?_@eﬂw& % ONe DJF ?epsm or  nuwmber  (Se Eﬁﬂﬂ“’) $

(1) Antecedental

eni ! 5 wad n' iwdja dun

person who he is in front him

"The person who is in front of him"

A possible but rare structure is a rankshifted clause with a zero
exponent of the clause initiator.

Ex. eni mo m¢ ri "a person whom I knew before". This is the only
type of rankshifted clause gqualifier after the nominal bi "like" as
head. Ex. bi wén se md '"How they knew".
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(ii) Non-antecedental

oun t4 = mo k¢n ri
thing which I enly see
"What I only see"

(iii) Neutral

45
egl_ £ é bé fé

person who he happens to like

(a) Antecedental: "The person who likes"

(b) Non-antecedental; "The person whom he likes"
For the purpose of describing which of the three types a subject

is, the subject of a rankshifted clause may be classified into:

(i) Noun Subject (ii) Pronoun Subject (iii) Nominal Group

Subject (i.e. nominal group with qualifier(s)).

E10.111 Noun Subject

The Noun subject is non-antecedental.
Ex.
pikon .mid t° é.éL@n me QA se

"The other things that people do"
2gbd ! é.lﬂTfééé b4 4 ja

"When the priest quarrels"

E10.112 Pronoun Subject

The pronoun subject may be subdivided into:
(i) All pronouns except the 3rd singular

(ii) 3rd person singular pronoun.
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(i) All pronouns except 3rd singular. When the subject is a
pronoun other than the 3rd person singular, it is non-
antecedental, unless the head is a pronominal of the same
number and person. When the head is a pronominal of the
same number and person, the pronoun is antecedental.

Ex.

(i) With non<pronominal head

I 4

ojé t& a ni
"The market that we have"

06 1 n}_o k6 a' Q.34

"The day that I first arrived in Oyo"

(ii) With pronominal head

(1) Of same number and person

éyin ti e wd n! ibf .y4
you who you are in place this
"You who are in this place"

é%on alufés +! éﬁ A ja atr oyé

they priest who they fight
"Phe priests who scramble for posts"

(2) Of different number and person

dwodl 'méle té é h ri .yen
they muslims we

"Those muslims whom we see"
dyin ti mo mg

you L

"Those of you that I know"
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(ii) 3rd Person singular pronoun. The third person singular
is antecedental, non-antecedental or neutral
E‘

(2) Antecedental

ehi t' § ki

person he

"a person who died"
awon t' 6 ki
they he

"those who are left"

(b) Non-antecedental

dnd ¢ E b4 £é

"the way that he likes"

nikon %' 1é1§ SQ
"what he is saying"
(¢) Neutral
awon t' 6 md
they he
(i) Antecedental: "Those who know"

(ii) Non-antecedental: "Those whom he knows"
dsikd +! i ko ja

time it
(i) Antecedental: "The time that is past"
(ii) Non-antecedental: "The time that it passed"
Since the 3rd person singular is potentially ambiguous, it is
necessary to supply a set of criteria for determining which type of

subject it is in a particular case. The following criteria are
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suggested for this purpose.l

(i) If a noun cannot be substituted for the pronoun, it is
antecedental.

B.

eni ' § kiv "The person who died"

k
\L‘ i
ndkon t' 6 1& gé "What can happen to him"
(ii) If the deletion of ti and the pronoun results in a lexico-

grammatically unacceptable clause, the subject is non-

antecedental.
E_X..
ono t' & ba £é "The way he likes"

odtn kini ¢! g béree 'sé "The first year that he
started to work"
(iii) If a nominal can be substituted for the pronoun, and the
deletion of ti and the pronoun does not result in a lexico-

grammatically unacceptable clause, the subject is neutral.

Ex.
eni ! l b4 £& (a) Antecedental: "The person who likes"

(b) Non-antecedental: "The person whom
he likes"

awon t' 6 md (a) Antecedental: "Those who know"

(b) Non-antecedental: "Those whom they
' know".

Delano's criterion for determining transitivity of verbs in
rankshifted clause qualifiers is the reference of the subject to the
head (i.e. concord between subject and head) Delano (6) p.xx.
Siertsema criticises him for assuming that reference can be

determined without knowing whether or not the verb is transitive:

"It is true, then that we must know whether the pronoun points back

to the noun preceding "ti" before we can say if the verb is transitive
or intransitive in Delano's sense. But it is equally true that we
must know whether the verb is transitive or intransitive before we can
say whether the pronoun refers to the noun preceding "ti".

Siertsema (15), p.573. The criteria which follow show_ that the =
reference gf5%hepsubject can in fact be determined ou sxge transitivity.
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(1)

(ii)

— T84 &

Nominal Group Subiject

nominal group subject may be subdivided into two types:
(i) Nominal group subject without pronoun qualifier

(ii) Nominal group with pronoun qualifier

Nominal group without pronoun qualifier: A nominal group

without a pronoun qualifier is non-antecedental (i.e. like

a noun subject).

Ex.

nikon kékéké ti Zwon obinrin A £& .wdnyen

"Those small things that the women like"

nikon +4 dwon éﬁz@n méa S0

"What people will say"

Nominal group with pronoun gualifier: A nominal group with
a pronoun qualifier behaves like a pronoun subject (E10.112)
Ex.

ndkon t' 6koo wi A se

"What our husbands do"

dwon obinrin arGgbd ti orii Wén t1i funfun

"The old women whose hairs are grey"

E10.12 Structures with Rankshifted Clauses

Structures with rankshifted clauses may be exemplified as

follows:

(1)

With one clause only

(Hjkd) tba diédfé t' 6h 4 t24 .yen
H J k d
"Phose few quantities that they sell"
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(Hnkd) 2w 'mdle t4 & 4 rf .yen
H n k d
"Those muslims whom we see"
(ii) With more than one clause
(Hjkk) nfkon kékéké t' 6 pd//t' 64 18 wh ra
H j k k

"Petty things which are cheap and which they
can come to buy"

(Hnkkk) dwon d1Ufés t' 64 A jd d' oyd//+'6A 1o 4 ri
H n k k

babaldwo//t' 6h f£' odgin A sé

"The priests who scramble for posts, who consult
diviners and who try to secure posts through

black magic"

Bl0.2 Rankshifted Verbal Group

Verbal groups rankshifted as qualifiers in nominal group

£ Y c.',ecg L
structure are the verbs: ni "in", si "to, into", fGn "give" ii&%% J

complements, and péla "with".
Br. o
114 dyinbb n' ibi .yi (Hnk)
country European place this
"this country"

ibi .kon ni apéd 'sdlé t' 4 j¢ pé
H 1k k k

"A certain place in the south which is ... "

ogn  odtn g' é.hin (Hnk)
twenty year to back
"Twenty years ago"
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* 316 kb giga fin Iwé kikd
house knowledge high give bodk léarning
"A high school for learning"

* okinrin péld obinrin (Hk)

men with women

"Men and women"

Ell Sub-modifiers

Nominal groups with adjectives or numerals may have in their
structure adverbs (3F) modifying these qualifiers. Although an
open set, these adverbs are few in number amd they collocate with
particular gualifiers or class of qualifiers. For example, nini
with the adjectives meaning "cold", "white" or "new"; soso with
the numeral *one' and péré with numerals.

Bx.

dkélé mé.ji péré
morsel two only

"Two morsels only"

odun .kon .péré

"Only one year"

iydwbd .kon s0s0
wife one only
"Only a single wife"
- % ggo funfun nini
cloth white snow-white

"g snow-white cloth"



- 187 -

E12 The Head in Nominal Group Structure

The head in nominal group structure is usually a nominal. But

it may also be a qualifier operating as head or a rankshifted nominal

group as head.

El12.1 The Nominal as Head (See E5.3)

El2.2 The Qualifier as Head

An adjective, a numeral or a marked nominal, all of which are
usually qualifiers, may be found as an exponent of the head. The
structure in which this head occurs is very often of one element
(i.es H only).

Ex.

() md & gé tiAyd fun

I will cut of Ayo give him

"T will cut Ayo's for him"

(H) kt { se méta

"It isn't three"

(Hn) ogln odun "twenty years"
irinwb é "thousands of it"

gbogboo won "1l of them"

El2.3 The Rankshifted Nominal Group as Head
The ranksﬁifted nominal group head can be either of simple or
compound structure (E13).
(i) Nominal group of simple structure: The nominal group of
simple structure rankshifted as head has a nominal, an

adjective or a numeral qualifier. The structure with the
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nominal qualifier is by far the most common of the three,

1 by a nowived gno

and ,like the nominal gubiis qualifierA‘ay involve recursiv

structures.
EE.

(a) Structure Hn

‘H n
ilé | ékdo t' dwon onigbdgbd
house|learning | of they christian
H n

"Mhe Christian schoolsg"

H

dyinbbo | dbkitaa
European | doctor
H n

wa
our

"Our Buropean doctor"

2

Two structures consisting of the same items but differing

in the position of the rankshifted nominal group may be

contrasted as follows:

E_x.

(i) Nominal Group as Head

(aso ebii ) won "Their 'family dress'"
dresg family  their

H

n

(ii) Nominal Group as Qualifier

* ago (ebfi won) "The dress belonging to their family™

H n

(b) Structures Hi; HL

Hj (baba Alda ) wa
father great our
H n
"our forefathers"
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Hl (gda ke ji ) &
version second its
"the other version of G

Hl (aago mé.ta ) Jsén
clock three afternoon
|'13 p.m. 1]

Two structures consisting of the same items but differing
in the sequence of these items and their places in structure may
be contrasted as follows:l
BEx.

Hn (9j6 .ke.ji ) osé
day second week
"The second day of the week"

Hnj  9j¢ ¢os¢ .ke.ji

"The second Sunday"

(ii) Nominal Group of Compound Structure (See E13)

El3. Compound Structures

Compound nominal group structures are of the structure:
N & N; ore W Nl & N
Linking items in these structures are:
(1) ati "ang"
&x. ’

olo 8t ' 0dd N &N

"Grinding stone and mortar"

t! fmdle ati t' fgbaghyd N & N

"That of the muslim and that of the christian"

5 Cf. Rowlands (11) p.381

omo .mi kekeré '"my small child"
omo kekeré .mi "my junior"
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(g9 abd i o ati "both ... and"
Ex.
gt ' dun a4t ' fdin N &N
"Both himself and the maggot"
(A1)t el bl -Mboth ... and”
Ex.
t' owd t' esé N & N
"Both hand and foot"

(iv) t2bi, abi "or"

E_X.
odtin .kgn”té.bi odtn mé.ji N &N
"One or two years"
dwon k&f&ri[tabi dwon imdle N &N
"The pagans or the Muslims"
(V) -y aTdi e tabf "either ... or"
E’

y414 imdle / tabi k8féri N & N

"Either a Muslim or a pagan"

(vi) zero (Only in the structure NN ..... & N)

Ex.

ewbdti / ilé /) éfé [/ ati ‘fkonkon
type of vegetable

"ewedu, okra, vegetables and the like"

3géd¢ /£ ata // ndkonkon

"banana, pepper and the like"
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The compound structure, N & N is the most common. In the

structure N N... & N, there may be more than one overt linker.

But usually there is only one overt linker before the final N,
and zero linkers between the other N's.

@l

(i) With one overt linker (See (iv) above)

(ii) With more than one overt linker

Skété //tabi dpard // tdbi &luld

"The giant rat or the bush fowl or the cuckoo”

El3.1 Rankshifted Compound Structure

A compound nominal group may be rankshifted as a nominal
qualifier or a head in nominal group structure.
Bx.
(1) Head
(bab4 3t ' 1yba) wa Hn
Our father and mother
(ii) Qualifier
Srd (1yhlé at ' iydws) Hn
"The problem of the senior and the junior wives"
n' ipa (016.7un baba //0lb.run omg // &t ' olbrun emi mimf)
in respect of

"About God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost"
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El4 Exemplification of Nominal Group Structures

H Q
n T K el s
1. kéfhte kékeré
2. oruko Mdémbaud nikon néd
$. 114 dyinbé .yi |pdépaé
4. Qdtn kinfl t'6 si bére nbd
ol Lyisé .yen
5. agoQ
6. iba diedfe t161 A t4 .yen
7. awon mamé t'6,wd .yen
1' B.kb
8. 11t Oyinbb ¥ byl
9. dlufés kon |n' inf ogd.rin
t' 6 jé pé...
10. igé bii t4 4 A se
oluk
11. aré .mi n' ipa tiollwa
12. i1é ¢&kbo t ' Swon
onigba-
gbd
13. asa Lt 114 ]
mif t' on mG wé i
14. ijé mé.rim
mé .rin
15. dwa eniyon
dhda
16. awon t1 0 bl 'mo L wQn-
yen
17. ati s' igé fin .yen gon
114
18. awon mdtd  |kékeké L won-
yen
19. géhaé mé.rin
20. k614 funfun
21. baba kon t' 6 A gbé
'lée wa
22. &mi ati g
alufaa
23. Jpdlépdo, won
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H Q

n J ik k d t
24. &da .kejdf e
25. baba fhléa wa,
2650 110G énydn gon
27. eyo .kon
28. 1kddkon ti 6 da ndg
29. awa onighagbd pabpad
30. awogn ‘mile | t4 & h ri .yen
31. dpeere rere
32. ohun lburaki t' 6 jé pé
33. si1é mé.jiah)
34. gbogbo nkon

.wonyen
35. awon 5! & 1' bwo .yen |gon
36. babsa wa Sadétné
37. egbé london t' 6.Gn b4 se |[.yen
38. Awblb.wd t' 6 wa n' {. |[.yen
joba

39. éyin obinrin néd
40. aso t' 6n 4 15 1o |.yi

Translation of Examples

1
2
3
A
Bis
6
T
8.
9

. A small counter

. The name of Mohammed alone
. This Buropean country too i.e.
. That first year in which he started to work

Cloth

This country

One priest in a hundred

. The few quantities which they sell
Those middle-aged women who are in Lagos

Even this England
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10. The jobs that we do, such as teaching
11. My brethren in the Lord

12. The Christian schools

15. These customs belonging to another country which they have introduced
14. Every five days

15. We, Africans

16. Those people without children

17. That very idea of serving one's country
18. Those small cars

19. Four stalwarts

20. A white collar (i.e. a dog collar)

21. One old man who lives in our house

22. The inclination to be a priest

23. Many of them

24. The reverse of it

25. Our forefathers

26. One's own country

27. Only one

28. A few that are bad

29. Even we Christians

30. Those muslims that we see

31. A good example

32. A bad thing which ...

33. A half-crown

34. All those things

35. The very people who have money

36. Our father, Sardauna

37. That very society to which he belongs
38. That man called Awolowo who heads the government
39. You, women too

40. This type of dress that someone is wearing.
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3F THE GROUP : ADVERBIAL

The Adwverbial Group is the ﬁain class of items operating as
Adjunct in clause structure. Since all adverbial groups are also
words (i.e. adverbs), the structure of an adverbial group is
accounted for at the rank of the unit "word".

The adverbial group is an open class of adverbs. These
adverbs are of two types:

(i) Adverbs with independent lexical meaning

E_X.

dada digaie papd

"yery well" "little by little" "?ery much"
pétéphté téletéle

"completely" "originally"

ma sén dié dié "Pay it by instalments"

kd ni r6 dada m§6 "It won't be quite sticky any more"

any more

ebi ma A so md 'raa won pipd "Families are usually close-knit"

(ii) Adverbs without independent lexical meaning. (The meaning
of each adverb depends on the verb with which it is in
collocation)

These adverbs may be sub-divided into:
(a) Onomatopoeic Adverbs

Ex.

f{ ihd Jkété pu pd pu

sound
"blow hot air into the giant rat's hole"

b

yQ gburd

"ocome out suddenly"
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(b) Intensives
6 dun gé "It is quite sweet"

mi 'ra gidigidi "do very well"

F1 The Adjunct: Non-Adverbial Exponents

Apart from the adverbial group, there are a few other items at
A which can be identified by their structure as belonging to a class
other than the adverbial group. These items are: nominal groups,

verbal groups and rankshifted clauses.

F1.1 Nominal Group as Adjunct

Nominal Groups at A are:

(2) Nominal groups with the nominals bi "like, titi "until, and
the nominal beginning with the item afi "excepf" as head.
As H in a nominal group structure, the nominals bi and
1iti must be followed by a nominal qualifier or a.
rankshifted clause qualifier.
Ex.
bi

(i) With pominal qualifier

won & j4 fAf4 bi dwdn 'mo dtigbd

"They are not as efficient as the children of the past
generation"

k3 nii po phpd bii t' 3yinbé

"T+ won't be as much as that of the Buropean"

(ii) With rankshifted gqualifier

k3 da fun awa éniydn dldd bi mo ti A wd 6 si
like I look it

"From my own point of view, it isn't good for Africans

like us"



e

awon & k& bi 1jobd bé pé wén 1' &jé

like government happen call them in case

"They don't care if the government sues them"

titd

(i) With nominal qualifier

* wén &4 1o titi alé
"They will go fowaids evening"

(ii) With rankshifted gqualifier

dun nikon 4 fi s' éwbd 't' 6 ma fi k0

"He alone will hold it until he dies"

kté,un 1' bwd titi 4' fgba .kon
reach time ore

"He should have money until a certain time"
The nominal beginning with the item afi involves a
nominalisation of the clause with fi as predicator
(f.e. prefiz § + £1 .os )

EEI

wo A s4b24 kiri 1' B.kiti // af'ohje d4rd
' food morning

"Breakfast excepted, food is not usually hawked in
Ekiti district"

émi & 1& £' ara mb won / Afi bi mo ba mo ...

"I can't join them unless I KNow ...... "

(b) Nominal groups with the nominal tori "reason" or

t! 36t6 "of a truth" as head, which is usually found as
a complement to the verb ni "in", but which can also be
an exponent of the adjunct.

(i) tori

The nominal tori is always followed by a nominal
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qualifier. This qualifier is either a clause
beginning with the verb pé ,u... or any nominal.

EE-

ko 1é ju 'su lo / tori pé wén fé 'rom 'yén
reason say '

"It can't be anything other than yams because they

are fond of pounded yam"

won 1 A & pddpdd / tord pé (t6 8 bl £féé rd //wén a

gbe wa bi en' 11€)
(Enclosed in brackets is a sentence rankshifted after
pé cf. D5 note 1)

"They still do it even so, because if you don't wish
to buy it, they will bring it to you in the house
won 1 ge ige Ogéld .yen tori orfiko
- name
"They become legislators in order to be famous"
(14) 4! 66t§
The marked nominal t' 06t is a qualifier as head
E&.
6 ya b0 & éété
"As a matter of fact, it is different"
(c) Nominal groups of time of the structure head plus gualifier
which 'are . exponentsof the Adjunct only when the adjunct is

operating as a dependent clause (For exemplification,

See €2.2(c))

(d) Nominal groups of the compound structure N & N with the

linker ti .. ti "both ... and".
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The two nominals so linked may be the same nominal or
different nominals.
EEI

(i) ¥With same nominal

woén gbd 4 ! ayo t' ayo
Joy
"They took it with joy"

(ii) With different nominals

dwon 1' 2 A wo ! owo t' esé
hand foot

"It's them that we copy in every way"

Fl1.2 Verbal Group as Adjunct

Some verbs with their complements are classified as verbal
group as adjuncts. The criterion for making these verbal groups
adjuncts rather than clauses is that, unlike clauses of structure
P, they can be exponents of theﬁgﬁphatic element Z, they can be
preceded by the clause initiétor géﬂ and they occupy certain
positions which can only be occupied by an adjunct.

There are two subclasses of these verbal groups:

(a) Verbal groups which expound the adjunct in all clause

structures.

(b) Verbal groups which expound the predicator, and not

the adjunct, in a basic clause structure.

The criterion for separating the two subclasses is that

whereas the first subclass can, like other items at A, be an

exponent of Zd, the second subclass, like other items at P, cannot.
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Ex.

(1) Subclass (a)

ajé ké 1! 4.nd cf. * 1' £.nd 1'4jé ké

A z¢
"The witch cried "It was yesterday that the
yesterday" witch cried"

pélﬁdéwg l'ama fi ki * & & ki p814 dwd
z A

"It's with respect that "We shall greet him with

we shall greet him" respect"

(ii) Subclass (b)

fin mi nf t6rd "Give me threepence"
P C
wbn & son 'wbé fhn mi "They will pay me"
£ ©

Subclass (a) comprises (full list): the verb ni "in, on"
with complement, fin "give" with a nominal of time as complement,
the fixed verb-nominal collocation 4! ipd "fill place", and pélt
"with" when followed by a non-personal nominal.

Subclass (b) comprises (full list): the verb ni with
complement, fin with a non-temporal nominal as complement, pgll
 followed by a mMepersonal nominal, the fixed verb-nominal
collocation kdkd "rather than" and the verb ju "exceed" with

complement, followed by the verb lo "go".

s
won & jé 1' 6jd6 .ke.jd "They will eat it on the following
A day™"
tyen 1! 6nd .kon "Phat's in a way, i.e. that's one
A way of looking at it"

woén 4 ti s' isé fin .gba dié "They would have worked for
A some time"




* g ipb eyl // o y& ki .... "Instead of this, it is
(Adjunct as B ) necessary that ...."
kdkd t' 6 ma fi jé '.kon // k' 6 kikt jé mé.j}l me.ji

(Adjunct as B )

"Rather than being one, should there be two?"

F1.3 Rankshifted Clause as Adjunct

Rankshifted clauses at A are:

(a) The clause with the initiator ti.
In this clause, the preverb b4 is obligatory unless
another clause with the same initiator precedes it,
or the predicator of the clause is ié_gé "is that",
or the verb after which the clause is an adjunct is
one of the following: ghé Yhear"; rl "see"; t6 "to
be enough";_pé "to be late"; ge "do"; wd, be, ni "is".

E._X-‘

(i) With preverb bé

inGi .mi &4 ddn t' 6 ba kard

"I shall be glad if it stops"

by 4 4 . 4

3 4 ma d' &.6s0 t4 a b4 ti A s' isé

"We will start a thrift fund as soon as we have
started working"

(ii) Without preverb bé

(1) After another clause (See C1 (iv))
(2) With predicator

’

dgbdjo owo 1' a 1& fi s 'ya / £' 6 jé pé & & ‘dun gon

"It is only a collection of fists that can strike
the chest with the result that it sounds well"

i.e. "United we stand"
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(3) After verb

S pé £760 ti A kiri

"It's a long time since they've been hawking wares"

o tié gé t6. o Wi,

You even did it that you come
"Thank you even for coming"

t1'6A b4 gbbd ! €.0yon .kén p' oléwd mikon

"If they hear that somebody is hawking something"

dwon ni a 1é mda ri / 34 a 1& mba fi so pé

"It's them that we could be seeing and be saying that"

awon obinrin .mift wd t'drea wbén gbb tnd

"'There are other women who are jealous"

(b) The clause with the preverb Kki.
Except in the case where the preverb t86 or_ba is in the
predicator of the clause, the fact that the clause is a
rankshifted clause at A is indicated solely by its
inclusion in one contour group with the preceding clause.

E.

otn féé ri k' 6.un t66 ki

"She wanted to see it before she died"

6 gb' 636 wh 1! 4.tilé / k' 6 ba 1é ma gin 'ybén n' bl

"She brought a mortar from home so that she might pound
yams here"

6 ye k' 6 1 mfa y' ayd .yen

"Tt is necessary that she should have that merriment"

woR £6 k' 6 ' 380

"They don't want it to be wasted"
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b 3

elyon & ki 4 wa k' 6 mi. ni siebdn

"A man doesn't exist without a fault i.e. there isn't

any man without a fault"

F2 The Adjunct: In Clause Structure

There are two secondary classes of the adjunct corresponding
to the secondary elements A, Az.
The initial adjunct (Al) precedes the clause final element,
and the final adjunct (A2) may be preceded or followed by the clause

final element in clause structure.

Exponents of the final adjunct are rankshifted clauses or

items with rankshifted clauses as qualifiers.l

Ex.

bi mo t& 4 wd 6 si "as I see it"

afi bi mo b4 md "unless I know"

t' 6 b4 kGrd "if it stops"

k' 6 t66 d' alé "pefore evening arrives"

Adverbs, and items without rankshifted clauses as qualifiers,

are initial adjuncts.

Ex.
patapata "completely"
aié die "gradually"

af' ohje d44r¢ "except breakfast"
1' 6j40 émi "in my own view"

fin '.gbd dié "for some time"

1 Some rankshifted clauses with ki are initial adjuncts only.
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F2.1 Structures with the Adjunct

Clause structures with the adjunct may be exemplified as

follows:

SPAlAl

SPAlAlo

SPA1A2

SPAloA2

ZXSA.

ZxSA

ZXSPAlAl

k6 nii pd ptpd bii t' Syinbd

"It won't be so much as the Buropean's"

6 din gon 1! 644 émi Jdo

"In my view, it is very sweet"

whn & ti ' isé dfé fhon '.gbd did k' 6 t66 di pé

"They would have worked for some time before ..

emi 6 1& so 6o / tori mi £ t1 2 r' f.41 &

"T can't say because I don't know the.cause yet"
éntydn ni wén bii ti wa

"They are people like us"

woén ma k' 6wé f' Oko ni t' &dun b4 dé

"The fact is that they are going to give their
husbands money by festival time"

ki 1* 6 bére aso ebi .yi go@l n6 -

"How did this custom of buying family dress really

start?"

F2.2 The Adjunct and the Complement

The adjunct may be contrasted with the complement in those

cases in which the verb is an unmarked low tone verb.

Whereas the junction between the verb and the complement is

a mid tone (D4.3), that between the verb (as predicator) and the

adjunct is a low tone.
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E.

(1) Verb + Complement

mo ilgé %0 "know how to run the family™"
ro ord ndd wd "consider the matter"
T

(ii) Verb + Adjunct

md n'ipa t' ohAje .yen "kKnow about the food question"
et :
ro bl mo 18 sé "think that I can do it"
= -

When an item can be an adjective as well as an adverbial group,
ambiguous clause structures may result. Examples of such items
are: dada "good, well"; di& "small, a little"; plpd "many, much".

Ex.

wén & ti ' isé dié
they will have done work little

(i) Clause structure SP with C isé di§
"They would have done some work"
(ii) Clause structure SPA with C igé "work"; A dié "a little".
"They would have worked a little" |
The ambiguity may be resolved by substituting a pronoun
complement for the nominal complement
i.e. SP wbn & ti gé "They would have done it"

SPA wbn &4 ti sé d4é "They would have done it a little"

F2.3 The Adjunct in Discontinuous Verbal Group

Although the adjunct is shown in clause structure as preceded
by the predicator, there are a few rare cases of the adjunct only
partially preceded by the predicator. Such cases involve a

discontinuous verbal group structure.
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Ex.

b' & ti yo gbird s' fsta (SPA)

"As soon as i% bursts out"

6 thn y& *4d die si t' dwon alé.durd  (SPA)

"It is a little different too from that of the Apostolic sect"
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3G FREQUENCY OF CLASSES AND STRUCTURES

The preceding chapters of Section 3 are entirely devoted to
a display and exemplification of the different classes and structures
in the Grammar of Yoruba, with all classes and structures getting
roughly equal prominence. In fact, from the descriptive point of
view, not all structures and classes are equally important. A very
common structure or class deserves to be given more prominence than
a very rare one. The section that follows is designed to put the
various structures and classes into perspective by showing, through
a frequency count, how common or rare they are. For the purpose of
the counting, 600 sentences, 1,000 clauses, 1,275 verbal groups and

2,500 nominal groups are selected at random from the text.

G1L The Sentence

FPigures for the sentence show that the simple sentence structure
is far more common than the compound sentence structure (95.5% : 4.5%).
Of the 573 simple sentence structures, 433 (or 75.6%) are one-element
sentence structures. This means that one-element sentence structures
account for 72.2% of all sentence structures. Sentence structures
of more than one element are 140 in number or 24.4% of the simple
sentence structures (the number of P's in these structures is indic-

ated in the table below).
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b
St m&ture 433  (72.2%) TOTAL
SIMPLE One B 113 (18.8%) Total 577
Pot (23.3%)
More than 3 (.5%)
two B 's
Two Sen. 25 (4.2%)
COMPOUND 27
More than - (4.5%)
itwo Sen. 2 (.3%) ’
.i- —
| 600 (100%)}
g_!
G2 The Clause
The class distribution of the 1,000 clauses counted is as
follows: Free Clause, 64.5%; Dependent Clause, 21.5%; and Rankshifted

Clause, 14%.

G2.1

The Free Clause

A free clause has a very high probability of being affirmative.

0f the 645 free clauses, 579 are affirmative, 55 interrogative, and

only 11 imperative.l

non-verbal shows that verbal free clauses are predominant.i

The breakdown of free clauses into verbal and

Only 50

(or roughly 6%) of the total number of free clauses are non-verbal.

& The relative paucity of imperative clauses in the text is probably
due to its contextual register.
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G2.11  The Verbal Free Clause

Well over half of verbal free clauses (62.8%) are of basic
structure. Of this percentage only .07% have a structure without
a subject (i.e. P(A)); the rest are of a basic structure with a
subject (i.e. SP(4)). (For a further breakdown of the exponents
of 8 in these structures into overt exponents and zero exponents,

See Table below).

Subségiary clause structures are 222 in number, and 37.7% of the
total number of verbal clauses. Of this number, structures with the
emphatic element are the most numerous (156 or 70.3% of the total).
Strgctures with the two other subsidiary elements (clause initiator
and clause final element) number 30 and 47 respectively. Since a
combination of the emphatic element with either of the last two elements
is possible, the figures given immediately above are likely to exceed
the total number of subsidiary clauses. In fact, they do by 11.

This is the number of clauses with more than one subsidiary element of
structure; and it shows that most subsidiary clauses (211 eut of 222)

have only one subsidiary element of structure.

] : 'With Tunction 296 Total Total TOTAL
With 334
Overt S | ywithout Junction 38 (56.83%)
Stru%t?re 369
SP(A :
With a7
s ik 35 (5.9%) (62.73%)
Struc?ure 4 (.07%) 373
P(A -07%
( . (62.8%)
With I 30 (5.04%
With Predicator 85 Totaly (Less 11
With x ] 156 E structures
Without Predicator 71 (24..36%) with more
SUBSIDIARY e than one
Weak Subclass 21 47 - element) =
- d, 222
LM © | strong Subclass 26 el (37.2%)_
: 595 (100%9
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The Dependent Clause

Unlike the free clause, most dependent clauses are non-verbal

(80% of the total number of dependent clauses).

are generally of a basic structure (78.6% Basic;

These non-verbal clauses

1.4% Subsidiary), and

those having a basic element S far outnumber those having a basic

element A (50.3% and 29.7% respectively).

The verbal dependent

clauses are almost entirely those having a subsidiary structure with

a clause initiator (41 out of 43).

Basic %
tswuct— 2 (.9%) TOTAL
B Snty )y With I 41 Total
Sub-
s sidiary} With x Nil . 41 43
With o s Nil (19.1%) | (20%)
doncordial] 66 | Gus.ilTotal
Struc— o Intro- Total
tureslln: e vdial ductory #8 51 107
2 Vocative| 3 (49.8%)
Basic P \ 169
ture 62 (28.8%)
i
NON- - o =
VERBAL Concordial Nil Total 172
Sk Intro- _ [Potal ; (80%)
Non- ductory 1 4
50 Concordial L (.5%)
Subsid+ Vocative Nil 3j
iary (1.4%)
Struc-—
ture 2 (39%)
Ao
'\

215 (100%)!
,. ]
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G2.3 The Rankshifted Clause

Rankshifted clauses are all verbal clauses. Of the total
number of 140 rankshifted clauses, 111 (or 79.2%) are of a subsidiary
structure, all of them having the clause initiator ti. The remaining
29 clauses of a basic structure are almost entirely those having the
preverb kiz Three of these clauses have a double exponent of the

subject.

G3 The Verbal Group

The verbal groups counted are distributed in the four possible

syntactic positions as follows:

Verbal Group at P : 1,000
g i " x 3 178

i X " A : 95
Verbal Group rankshifted at k : 2
Total 1,275

G3.1 Verbal Group at P

This syntactic position is the primary one for the verbal group.
As shown in the table above, the total number of verbal groups at P is

1,000.

G3.11 Prequency of Structures

Verbal group structures are classified into two: structures
of only one element (i.e. f only) and structures of more than one

element (i.e. f with other element(s)). The latter of these two types



- 212 -

of structures is predominant (87.4% of the total number of verbal
groups) . In the structures with more than one element, the figures
show that the most common elements of structure found in combination

with £ are C and r with 570 and 502 occurrences respectively out of

a possible 874. The total number of occurrences of all elements with

I is 1339. oince there are only 874 structures of mare than one
element, the differente of 465 shows that 46.5% of verbal group
structures having more than one element have at least three different

elements of structure.

"r" 1 TOTAL
f only { 126 (12.6%) 126
= (12.6%)
With 138 (13.8%)
With 502 (50.2%) 2
£ with (5.6%) 874
other With b 56 5.6% -
elementsf : - (87.4%)
jWith p T3 (T :3%)
lﬂith C__ 570 (57%)
i [ 1,000 (100%}
i Total number of occurrences of other elements with £ ..... 1,339

Total number of structures having more than one element.... 874
Total number of structures having f with at least two

obther elemenBa & st satels s osiaie s s N e T T Y S S ) (s 465

G3.,12 Density of Elements of Structure

The density of elements of structure per verbal group is obtained
by counting the number of occurrences of the same element of structure

and dividing the result by the number of structures having that element.
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The figures obtained show that the density is roughly 1 in each case.

Number of Number of Density
Structures Occurences
of Element

£ 1,000 1,060 1.06
r 502 628 1.25
b 56 56 T
P 13 15 1
¢ 570 640 114

(The density of the element ) is a constant 1, since
there cannot be more than one occunence of it in one

structure.)

G%.13 The Preverb

Subclasses of the preverb are distributed as follows:
Restricted ..... 279
Unrestricted ... 202

Negator e..cees 147
Total .... 628

G3.14 Verb-Nominal Collocation

Verb-nominal collocations are predominantly separable ones.
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TOTAL
SEPARABLE 506 (79.1%) 506
(79.1%)
Non-Unique 117 (18.2%) 134
FIXED . = (20.9%)
Unique 17 (2.7%)
1 640 (100%)
G%.15 Distribution in Systems

Verbal groups are distributed as follows in the following

systems:
Einked
LINKAGE:
Unlinked
Emphatic
EMPHASIS®
Non-Emphatic
Pogitive
POLARITY: Negative
Double
Polarity
G4 The Nominal Group

35
965

998

746
152

122

(3.5%)
(96.5%)

(o2%)
(9948%)

(74.6%)

(13.2%)

(12.2%)

Thes diétribution of the 2,500 nominal groups shows that nominal

groups of compound structure are comparatively rare.

simple structures are H only.

Most of the

- TOTAL
H only 1542 (61.6% 2474
e HQ 932 (37.3%) | 99
SOMPOUND 26 (1%) &%)
| 2,500 (100%)]
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G4.1 H-only Structures

H-only structures are distributed in terms of exponence and
syntactic positions as shown in the table below. The figures show
that just over half of H-only structures (826 out of 1542) are pronouns
which occupy only two syntactic positions (i.e. S and C). Most
pronouns are found at S (670 at S, 156 at C). The corresponding
figures for nouns (other than pronominals) show a striking contrast
(134 at S, 376 at C). Whereas pronouns are predominantly S, nouns
(other than pronominals) are predominantly C. Pronominals, like
pronouns, are predominantly S (38 at S, 2 at C). The only class that

can expound an H-ebly structure at A is the qualifier as H.

j

S (8] Z A © TOTAL

Pronvun 670 156 - - 826
(53.6%)

Pronominal 38 2 8 - 48
(3.1%)

Nouns 134 376 93 - 603
(Other than (39.1%)

pronominals)

Qualifier as H 4 31 4 4 43
(2.8%)

Clause rank- 14 7 i - 22
shifted as (1.4%)

nominal

TOTAL 860 572 106 4 1542

(55.8%) (37.1%) (6.9%) (.2%) (100%)
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G4.2 HQ Btructures

HQ structures may be examined from three points of view:
Syntactic position, Distribution of secondary elements of structure,

and Exponent of H.

G4.21 Syntactic Position

The syntactic positions occupied by the nominal groups of
structure HQ:are, with the exception of H and n, the same as those
occupied by nominal groups of structure H. Almost half (43.5%) of
the total number of nominal groups with qualifiers occur at C. The
number of such nominal groups at S is just a little over half of the
number at C (26%). A comparison of the distribution of nominal groups
of either structure (i.e. H only and HQ) shows that nominal groups at
A are almost entirely HQ. The largest number of H-only structures
(55.8%) is found at S, whereas the largest number of HQ structures

(43.5%) is found at C.

S 242 (26%)
C 404  (43.5%)
Z 93  (9.9%)
n 142 (15.2%)
H 4 (.4%)
A 47 (5%)
TOTAL 932  (100%)
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G4.22 Distribution of Secondary Elements of Structure

The most common secondary element of structure is the nominal
qualifier which accounts for 553 out of a possible total of 932 structures
with qualifier(s). These figures show that over half of all nominal
groups with qualifiers have nominal qualifiers. The difference between
the total number of occurrences of qualifiers and the total number of

nominal groups with qualifiers gives the number of structures with more

than one qualifier. This number (88) is surprisingly small.
Nominal 529
Adjective 30
Numeral 64
Rankshifted 215
Deictic 107
Post-deictic 99

\ -
J 2

Total number of
occurrences of qualifiers 1,024

Total number of nominal
groups with qualifiers 932

Total number of structures
having more than one qualifier 88

G4.221 The Nominal Qualifier

A breakdown of nominal qualifiers into marked and unmarked shows
that all but a few of them are unmarked (538 unmarked; 15 marked).
Nouns (other than pronominals) constitute the largest number of the

unmarked ones, whereas pronouns constitute the largest number of the

marked ones.
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Unmarked Marked TOTAL
Pronoun 119 7 126
Pronominal 6 Nil 6
Nouns (other
than pronominals) 241 4 245
Clause rankshifted
as nominal 34 Nil 34
Nominal Group
(with qualifier) 138 4 142
TOTAL 538 15 553

G4.222 The Rankshifted Qualifier

The rankshifted qualifier is expdunded by a clause or a verbal
group. Of the two classes, the. clause is the predominant exponent
(93.4%) . In most of the structures having rankshifted clause qualifiers,
there is only one clause. A division of the clauses into antecedental,
non-antecedental and neutral shows most of them to be either of the

first two (103, 106 and 10 respectively).

TOTAL
- One clause 186
* -
CLAUSE Two clauses 12 (9%01%)
More than
two clauses 3
VERBAL
14 (6.6%) 14
GROUP (6.6%)
215 (100%]

*

Antecedental 103
Non-Antecedental 106
Neutral 10

Total 219
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G4.25 BExponent of H

The exponent of H is, as may be expected, almost always a

nominsal. The figures are as follows:

! TOTAL
_NOMINAL 920 920
' QUALIFIER 8 8
NOMINAL Simple 4 4
LA Compound .‘Hil

| 932

G4.3 Compound Structures

Compound nominal group structures are mainly those having two
nominal groups linked (88.5%) of the total). The usual syntactic

position is either S5 or C.

S ) Z n H A TOTAL

Two N's 8 8 3 4 Nil Nil 23
(88.5%)

More than

two N's 7 L Nil 1 Nil Nil 3
(11.5%)

TOTAL 9 9 3 5 Nil Nil 26

(34.6%) (34%6%) (11.5%)  (19.3%) (100%)




- 220 -

3H

ANALYSTS OF SAMPLES FROM THE TEXT

SAMPLE A

(i) Text
(2:)wp

won
they still

rd / whn gbe W
they will take it c
1 .kon t' & jé
have friend one who it is
b NG,
house

o 8 s patpas /) 5D

in house is

i

do it even

I 4

a
buy

6.ré

féé

even

dé wa ba

and came take it meet her
s /8 gyon
pay money its they
£ SR Id k! 4ridn

with shame contract disea

afgaiéd //
little little

ghbe

son twé

sigbbn
but

4t
who he

{.s34 //t1 0 V&
if I happen take

/] dré

friend my is

6 n mb: ebi

take

asgo
dress family
m'
now
yin .yi .mi ni
you this

L se é pddpasd / tori

she not want buy

[ 4

O

TS, |

23 vibh  ERéé

reason say if you not happen want
& bh n' 11¢& //

ome meet you in house
(2a)

pé(la)t'

e (2)émi tiéd

I even

ba
take it meet her in

pé wbn wa n'

say

a // (4) wén wh

ghbe
they came

ba
take it meet her

AT
they

ghe
they came

wén dé ba
they and help her

wvdng g M)

in house

ron
sew it
de. al 1 B.ti
she and had in to

¢ /) Duen 4
they

'mid nbéd A se bé

other too do like it

/) 20) yen &
they will say be paying it

ni ma son
se
(ll)é ti A 4! ighésé s' 4.won
become debt to them
(lla)n,

it has
1t 6rdn / ni
for reason say

// mo mg pé
I know say

tori pé:

in neck by
4so  gbl Ve
dress fanily

/7(12)

gbogbo
all

mg & gé ti : Ay

I will cut that of Ayo

yin
you
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fun //md & ge : 4! dyin fun ﬁ£l4)m5 & gé
give him I will cut +that of you give him I will cut
tis sisfi wa $' & j6.k6 .y fun //(15)1110 md

that of lady our who she sits this give her I know

wi pé : (16) & // mo ni / (l6a)$ré mi //wébn & son

say say yes! 1 say friend my  they will pay
o mi ) elenén T) 4 vigbs 40 e wmais
money give me but at +time +that we will
Skt 4 ma dun // (ls)gbogbo é & ma dun //
funeral ceremony will be grand all it will be grand

it becomes say should I say say money cloth
aa 740 g pair ma B R e L
where is? oh! I not emphatic still have still had

n s pé owb aso

do //(2l)bé ¢ k& /J/ érin 1LY @ £i 2 gba @80
like it even laughter is we with got cloth

.yen Jo [/(22)6 1é jé pé (22a)ijé 1t 2 ma fi pa
that it may be say fight is we will with end

'ri & //

it

(Different speakers at Sentences 1 and 8)
(ii) Translation
Bven now, it (i.e. buying family dress) is still done. Even
if you are not interested in buying, the dress will be brought
to you. There is even a friend of mine to whom it was brought.
Although she wasn't interested, the cloth was made into a dress
and sent to her. And, of course, she had to pay for it.

Others buy family dress in order to keep up with the

Joneses. They decide to pay by instalments. At present,
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those who organise the buying of family dress run the risk of
financial loss. Suppose I buy some cloth and cut a piece for
Ayo, a piece for you and another for this lady sitting here, I
might say that you are all friends of mine and that I could
count on you to pay for the cloth. But when the grand
ceremonies are over, I might ask you for money and you might
tell me that you couldn't pay yet. This might result in a

quarrel, in spite of our friendship.

(iii) Grammatical Analysisl
In this analysis, a figure indicates the beginning
of a new sentence, and a figure plus a letter indicates the
beginning of a sentence rankshifted after the verbs pé, ni
"say" within the sentence indicated by the figure. (For
example, (1), (2), (3) are three successive sentences; (la)
is a sentence within (1); (2a) is a sentence within (2)).
(1) 8tr.ot ; fr. cl. str. SPAA; S, nom. gp. str. H, pro.;
P, wb. gp. str. ryfC (L 4 se é); C, nom. gp. str. H,
pro; first A, Al adv; second A, Az nom. gp. str. Hn;
n, c¢ls r/s as nominal str. £C (pé «.ee. n' 118), C v/s
sentence (la).
(la)Str.px ; B, dep. cl. str. ISP; S, nom. gp. str. H,
pro.; P, vb. gp. str. rrff (S oys rd), junction
between fr. verbs. X , fr. cl. str. SPA; S, nom. gp.

str. H, pro.; P, vb. gp. str. rfCffC; both C nom.gp.

Abbreviations used in this analysis are: str. (structure),

cl. (clause), nom. gp. (nominal group), vb. gp. (verbal group),
adv. (adverb), pro. (pronoun), pronom. (pronominal),

r/s (rankshifted), fr. (free), dep. (dependent).



(2)

(2a)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)
(10)
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gtr. H, pro.; A, vb. gp. str. pC (n' 116); C, nom. gp.
gtr. H; nouns

Str.et ; fr. el. str. SP; S, nom. gp. str. H, pronom;

B, vb. gp. @tr. rfC (tie .... n'd1&); €, nom. gp. str.
Hjk (8ré .... n'4ié); k, r/s cl. str. ISPy S, nom. g£ps
str. H, pro; P, vb. gp. str. ££C; O, r/s sentence (2a).
etrs ol 3 freeel: Bhir. SPA; S, nom, gp. 8tr. H, pro.;

P, vb. gp. str. £££C; C, nom. gp. str. H, pro.; A, vb.
gp. str. pC; C, nom. gp. str. H, noun

Str. o ;3 fr. cl. str. SP; S, zero exponent; P, vb. gp.
str. rff, junction between fr. verbs.

Strs o)y fre el str. 2xSA; 'Z, T/s cl. str. [Bs for (2a)/;
S, zero exponent; A, adv.

Streeliy cfr. cl. gtr.. 8P B, non..gp. str. H, pro.;

P, vb. gp. str. rbCiC; both C, nom. gp. str. H, pro.
Streol 5 fr. cl. str. SPA; 5, nom. gp. str. H, pro;

P, vb. gp. str. rf£fCfC; both C, nom. gp. str. H, pro;

A, (As for 2a).

Str.el s fr. el. str. SP; B; nowm." gp. str. H noun
involving nominalisation: ati + cl.

Strool iz £rs el str. SR 9, nom. gp. sbr. Hat; P, vb.
gp. str. nfC; C, nom. gp. str. Hn.

Shpsel sie el el abrl GPs 8. moms gpst Str. H, pros P,
vb. gp. str. gbCfC; both C nom. gp. str. H. noun

- (11) Compound Sentence str. Sen. & Sen.

Streols fr.cel.-8tr. SP;- S, noms gp. g8tr. H, pro; B,

vb. gp. str. rfC; C, r/s sentence (10a)
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(10a) Str.o; fr. cl. str. PA; P, vb. gp. str. bfC; C, nom.

(11)

(1la)

(11v)

(12)

(15)
(14)

(15)

gp. str. H, pro; A, adv.

Soxe o0l cEreel. Str. 8PA; 8, non. gp. stre H, pro; P,
vb. gp. str. rgfCpCpC (1 seee 1'6rin); first and third C,
nom. gp. str. H, noun; second C nom. gp. str. Hk; k, r/s
cl. sbtr. I8P; '8, nom. gp. str.-H, pro; P, vb. gp. str.
nfC; C, nom. gp. str. Hn; A, vb. gp. str. pC; C, nom. gp.
str. Hn (tori .... ni yin); n, r/s cl. as nominal str.
fC; €, r/s sentence (1lla).

Str. ggol ; first B, dep. cl. str. A, vb. gp. str. pC;

C, nom. gp. str. H, noun; second f, dep. cl. str. ISP;

3, noh. gps. str. H, pro;  P,<wwb. gp. otr, £Csy. 0O, nom. Zp.
str. Hn.

by fre els gty: 8P; S, nom. ghe 8tr. H, pre: B, Vh. ZD.
str. £fC; C, r/s sentence (11b).

Str. pl; B, dep. cl. str. S, nom. gp. str. Hnd; ol , fr.
¢l. str. Zx8; -Z; nom. gp. str. Hn; S, nom. gp. str.

H, pro.

Str. ol 3 £re cl. strs SE; B, nows gps sbrs H, pro;

P, vb. gp. str. rfC£fC; <first C, nom. gp. ‘str. H, marked
noun; second C, nom. gp. str. H. pro.

As for (12)

As for (12), except first C, nom. gp. (marked) str.

Hnkd (gigf s.eamyl); k, r/s cl. str. ISP; S, nom, ‘gp.
str. H, pro; P, vb. gp. str. £C; C, nom. gp. str.

H. noun.

St olvs Sfre, cls gbtr. BP; 8, non. gp. str. H, pro;

P, vb. gp. str. fff.



=225 &

(16) - (17) Compound sentence str. Sen & Sen.

(16)

(16a)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(19a)

(19p)

(20)

(21)

Str.pX ; P, dep. cl. str. 8, nom. gp. str. H, noun;
ohy X ols Btrs SP:. 8; nome &p« .str.s Hy pro; P, vb.
gp. str. £C; G, r/s sentence (16a)

Str. BxX ; B, dep. cl. str. S, nom. gp. str. Hn;

oy Tra elSatr. 8By S, non. g@p. str. H, proj P, wb.
gp. str. rfCfC; first C, nom. gp. str. H, noun;

second C, nom. gp. str. H, pro.

Str.ﬁx; g, dep. el. str. A, vb. gp. str. pC; C, nom.
gpe -8trs Hk; k, r/a cl. str. ISP; 8, nom..gp. str. H,
pro; P, vb. gp. str. r (incomplete); ., L. cl. strh
SF; 8, nom. gp. atr. H; nouny .P, vb. gp. s5tr. ¥bf
Str. ol 5 fr, el. str. SP; 8, nom. gp. str. Hn; P,
vb. gp. str. rbf.

Str..0t 5 Tr. els str. SP; 8, noms gp. 8tr. H, pro;
P, vb. gp. str. ££C; C, r/s sentence {19a).

Strsok s Pr. el, gtr. SP; B, nem. gp. =tr. H, pro; P,
vb. gp. str. rffC; C, r/s sentence (19b).

Str.el § fre els str: SP; 85 noms &ps gbtr. Hojz B,
vb. gp. str. f.

Str. BX ; B , (&s for 16);

ol 5 frs cl. Btr. SPo; S, nom. gp. str. H, pronoun;
P, vb. gp. str. rrrrrf.

Str. X ; P , dep. cl. str. S, nom. gp. str. Hnt;

&, fr. cl. str. ZxSPo; Z, nom. gp. str. H, noun;

S, nom. gp. str. H, pro; P, vb. gp. str. bfC; C, nom.

gp. str. Hd.
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(22) Str.ol ; fr. el. str. 8P; S, nom. gp. str. H, pro;
P, vb. gp. str. rffC; C, r/s sentence (22a)
(22a) Str.oA ; fr. ¢l. str. ZxSP; ‘%, nom. gp. str. H, noun;

S, nom. gp. str. H, pro; P, vb. gp. str. rbfC; C, nom.
gp. str. Hn.
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SAMPLE B
(1) Text

(l)igbé mid n' {.sfh // eldmidin wa t* 6 jé pé

time other by now another person there is who he is say

(la)é 4 béré Axlb) 4L 4 méa kiri [/(2) .gbd
he will start he will be hawking wares time
t* & ba 1! bwé  si /& & ra kéhtad
that he happen have money to it he will buy counter
kékeré // (3).gbé 7o R S 7 S thn  1' bwd si //
small time that he happen again have money to it
BTN 1o 0E Taasty e R B S bt
he will go open shop it not even 1is reason old person
ni AﬁS) mo rd pé (52) dini 'Akon phpd ni //
it is I +think say not having things many it is

(6)6un 1' 6 £ da gbogbo 'nRon .yen s' 11¢ /7(7) ni
it is it all +things those to ground for

tori (TE)n' 11Gu wa /J/ wod kr 4z / (8) 1' 4ph

reason in town our they not not in area

»
Exiti // wod & kit ekt L) ey 4
Ekiti  they not hawk wares at all they not

sébdd kil // (10) 43¢  .wo = 64 se A ta ‘'dkon
usually hawk wares like which is they sell things?

(1)g58  ni wxde 4/ PPwbn nf o33 aig  /

market it is even they have market little
(13)en 4/ n' 118 Y8604 .mid // wod A sbds

yes! in lands Yoruba other  they not usually
kiri kée Aé;§?4)gjé kékeré / 1' 4.4r3 / t!

hawk wares even market small in morning that
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$6 ma ng 0 4 6 g tin  d'  Qsén
they will go to when it happens again become afternoon
Infdfn wa /FL6) 5a £ n' 634 alé  do //
another there is they not go to market evening
(17)$ésé 114 ni wén A n! 63 alé //

few towns is they go to market evening.

Different speakers at Sentences 1, 7, 10, 11, 13, 14.

(ii) Translation
A: BSometimes there may be someone who starts by hawking

wares. When he has more money, he will buy a stall

and when he has more money still, he will establish himself

in a shop. It isn't even because of old people (that
people hawk wares). I think it's all due to poverty.
O: Xes, because in my town in Ekiti area, people don't
hawk wares at all. They don't usually hawk wares.
A: How do they sell things?

0: Of course, they go to the market. They have a small

N: Yes, in some parts of Yorubaland, people don't usually
hawk wares.

O: A small market (in the morning) that they will go to.
In the afternoon, there is another. They don't go to

the market in the evening. There's no evening market.

(iii) Gremmatical Analysis
(1) str. pX ; p dep. cl. str. S, nom. gp. str. Hnk; k, r/s
vb. gp. str.pC; C, nom. gp. str. H, noun;
o, fr. cl. str. SPA; S, nom. gp. str. H, noun; P, vb.

gp. sbr. T35 A, r/s'cl. str. ISP; S, nom. gp. str. H,

pro; P, vb. gp. str. £fC; C, r/s sentences (la),(1Db).




(1a)

(1p)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(5a)

(6)

(7)

(72)
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Strol; fr. el. str. SP; S, nom. gp. str. H, pro;
P, ¥b, gp. str. r£C; C, nom. gp. str. H, noun.

vtr.xX; fr. cl. str. SP; S, nom. gp. str. H, pro;
P, vb. gp. str. rofC; C, nom. gp. str. H, noun.

Str.ﬁok; B s dep. cl. str. A, nom. gp. str. Hk;

k, r/s cl. str. ISP; S, nom. gp. str. H, pro;

B, vbe. gp. str. rfCpC (bA ... s8t); first C, nom.
gp. str. H, noun; second C, nom. gp. str. H, pro;
ot , fr. el. str. SP; S, nom. gp. str. H, pro;

By Vbe 2be Btre 03 C; nom. gpe« 8br. B,

Str. Pt ; B, (As for (2)), except vb. gp. str. rrfCpC.
X s fre cl. str. SP; S, nom. g. str. H, pro;
P, vb. gp. str. rf£fC; C, nom. gp. str. H, noun.

Str. ol § fr. cl. str. Zx8; Z, r/s el. str. SP;

S, zero exponent; P, vb. gp. str. rnrfC, high tone
junction after verbal particle; C, nom. gp. str. Hn.
S, zero exponent.

Str. ok 3 fr. cls stre S98; 8, nom. gp. str. H, pro;
P, vb. gp. str. £fC; C, r/s sentence (5a).

Str. 'k 3 Fr. el. pter. Zx8; 74, nom. gp. str. Hy
noun involving nominalisation: a1 + cl; S, zero

exponent.

8tr. % 3 £r. el: sbre Zx8Ps Z; nom. gp. str. H,
pronom; S, nom. gp. str. H, pro; P, vb. gp. str.
nECPC (B ..« 8" ile) first O, nom. gp. ®tr. Hod;
second C, nom. gp. str. H, noun.

Str. ot 3 fr. el. str. A, vb. gp. str. pC; C, nonm,.
gp. str. Hn; n, r/s sentence (7a).

Str.pX ; B, dep. cl. str. A, vb. gp. str. pC; C,
nom. gp. Str. Hn; « , fr. cl. str. SP; S, nom.
gp. str. H, pro; P, vb. gp. str. rrp (incomplete)
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(8) Str.pp(; B, (As for 7Ta).
Xy fre el. str. SPA; 8, nom. gp. 8tr. H, pro;
2, Vbe g8pe Stre rnfC; C, nom. gp. str. H, noun;
A, adv.

(9) 8tr. ok ; £fr. cl. etr. SP; S, nom. gpe. str. H, pro;
P, vb. gp. str. rqrfC; C, (As for (8))

(10) 8tr.o ; fr. cl. str. ZxSP; %, nom. gp. str. Hd;
S, nom. gp. str. H, pro; P, vb. gp. str. rn fC
(se ... "dkon); C, nom. gp. str. H, noun.

(11) Str.o ; fr. cl. str. ZxSAo; Z, nom. gp. str. H,
noun; 8, zero exponent; A, adv.

(12) 8Str.ok ; =£r. cl. str. SP; S, nom. gp. str. H, pro;
P, vb. gp. str, £C; C, nom. gp. str. Hj.

(13) Str. BpX ; first B , dep. cl. str. S, nom. gp. str.
H, noun; second P , dep. c¢l. str. A, vb. gp. str.
fC; C, nom. gp. str. Hn; H r/s nom. gp. str. Hn;
A ; fr. cl. str. SPAo; S, P, (As for (9));

A (As for 11).

(14) Str. X ; fr. cl. str. SA; 8, nom. gp. str. Hjk;
k, (discontinuous) r/s cl. str. ISP; S, nom. gp.
gtr. H, pro; P, vb. 2p. 8tr. rf; A, Vb. gp. str.
p0 (1* 4.4r9); C, nom. gp. str. H, noun

(15) sStr.pt; B, dep. cl. str. ISP; &, nom. gp. str. H,
pro; P, vb. gp. str. rrfC; C, nom. gp. str. H, noun;
A fr. e¢l. str. SP; S, nom. gp. str. H, noun;
P, vb. gp. str. £.

(16) 8tr. oK 3 £r. cl. str. SPo; S, nom. gp. str. H, pro;
P, vb. gp. str. rnfC; C, nom. gp. str. Hn.

(17) Str.ol 3 fr. cl. str. ZxSP; Z, nom. gp. str. Hn;
S, (As for (16)); P, vb. gp. str. nfC; C (As for

(16)).
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4. APPENDTIGCES

4.1 Appendix I Phonology and Grammar

Formal contrasts made at the grammatical level must be reflected
at the phonological level. The latter level is therefore important
to a complete understanding of the former. It is not intended in
this brief section to give a detailed account of the phonological
level. Instead, a sketch of the hierarchy of phonologicaliunits
will be given, and correspondences between these units and grammatical

structures will be illustrated.

4,11 Phonological Units

Three phonological units are established for Yoruba: The Contour
Group, The Syllable and The Phoneme. These three form a hierarchy
in which each unit consists of one or more of a member of the unit

immediately next below - the contour group being the highest unit.

4.111 The Contour Group

A sequence of syllables delimited by two obligatory pauses is

a contour group.l
E_X.
dwon &lyon wa // &gbé ni wén
Qur people they are farmers
"Our people are farmers"
ewédd // ila // €£6 . // 4ti 'dkonkon
"ewedu, okra, vegetables and the like"
t4{ n & wd 6 do // n* 1.14 .mi // Jpdlo.pd
ddyon 1'4 n' {.yawb pipd do
"Tf I consider it, I can say that most of the
men in my town have more than one wife."

L ContQur groups are associated with certain grammatical structures
(See 4.121)
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Within the contour group, there is an optional system of "breaks".
The.sequence of syllables making up the contour group may be
interrupted by a hesitatory break consisting of a pause with a
lengthening of the final syllable or a facultative break consisting
of a pause without a lengthening of the final syllable. Both these
pauses are optional.

Ex.

(i) Hesitatory break
émi 0 ri : 141 &
"I don't see its cause"

awon t' 6A ti : wh s' 1.14 dylnbé
"Those who've been in England"

dwon : aluféa

"The priests"

nidkon ti : dwon Oyinbd A se
"What the Europeans do"

(ii) PFacultative bresk
o ri pé / Stmn 1' bwd
"He saw that he had money

obinrin .yen 4 ka / t' 64 b4 ti s¢ fun
"That woman would give the facts as soon as she had been told"

b! é.0yén ba se se / si J9ré
"How a person behaves to a friend"

kS 1é ju 'su lo / torl pé woén fé 'ron iydn
"Tt can't be anything other than yams because they are fond

of pounded yam"
gwon O k0 / bi 1joba bé& pé wén 1' &jo
"They don't care if the government sues them"
A contour group (or rarely, a section within it delimited by a break)

may occur on a normal or a high register.2 (Register differences are

not indicated in the transcription).

2 The high register often coincides with emphasis, interruption,
contraﬁiction, or a question.
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4,112 The Syllable

Each tone bearing segment is a syllable. The two possible
structures of the syllable are CV and V (C and V being the consonantal
and the vocalic elements respectively.).l

There are two systems of tones for the syllable:

System I consists of the three tones: High, Mid, Low, which occur
independently on any syllable (i.e. CV, V3 GV, Vi OV, V).2

Ex.

okd (Mid; High) "hoe"

oko (Mid; Mid) "husband"
ok¢ (Mid; Low) "boat"
0kd (Low; Low) "spear"

System II consists of a High or a Mid Tone occurring in
combination with an assimilated low tone on the same syllable (i.e. %.;
Ve The system operates in contracted forms and in nominal group
structures with elided consonant initial items.

In a contracted form (4.2), a low tone is assimilated to the high
tone of the preceding syllable, whether or not the vowel on which the

low tone occurs is elided. (See D4.41). This assimilated low tone

is phonological because a high tone syllable contrasts phonologically

The syllabic nasal expounds a syllable of structure V

The so-called glides (Low-High, Low-Mid, Mid-High, Mid-Low, High-Low,
High-Mid) recognised by many scholars (cf. Olmsted: (10) pp.247-248;
Ward (16) pp.32-33; Rowlands (12) p.336; Abraham (1) pp.x-xiii) are
treated in this system as separate tones occurring on two syllables.
Cf. Siertsema (13) p.63.

The actual pitch exponent of a tone may vary from structure to
structure. For example, a high tone preceded by a low tone

(e.g. Oré "friend) is realised phonetically as a rising glide.
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with a syllable having a high tone with an assimilated low tone.

For example,

Uncontracted Contracted
ri igé r' igé (second syllable having high tone)
find work

* ri “:igé r' i1.sé (second syllable having a high tone

with an assimilated low tone)
find poverty

~ (The phonetic realisation of a high tone preceded by a low tone cf.4.112
note 2 is preserved even when the low tone has been assimilated to a
high tone).~
In certain close compounds in which the high tone has been replaced

by a mid tone, the assimilated low tone continues to be phonologically

significant.
E_X.
Ta.r6 (i.e. 116 Ard)
Place name town of Aro
ibe.ji (Peea dbl =« eji)
twins birth two

In a nominal group structure, the low tone surviving from the
elision of the initial syllable of an elided consonant-initial item
is assimilated to the preceding high or mid tone. (In the transcription,

this assimilated low tone is indicated before the first syllable of the

item).
Ex.
.yi "this", .yen "that", .kini "first"
owd .yl (second syllable having a high tone with an
"this coin" assimilated low tone)

5 The assimilated low tone also occurs in the contraction of two
single items: y60—> y6. "will" (cf. ybé "to be filled with food")
masg—-> mé. "don'tt"
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cf. owbd yi (second syllable having a high tone)
"the coin rollsg"

omo .yen (second syllable having a mid tone with an
assimilated low tone)

4.11% The Phoneme

The phonological item expounding the element C or V of the syllable

is a phoneme. For example, in the CV syllable, kd, the phonemes are /k/
and /o/.

4.12 Correspondences between Phonology and Grammar

The contour group and the syllable expound certain grammatical

structures.

4.121 Grammatical Structures and the Contour Group

The following elements of grammatical structure are delimited by
contour groups:
(a) Sen. in compound sentence structure.
i.e. Sen // & Sen (See A1)
(b)ﬁ)oL in sentence structure.
i.e. P // X
(c) More than one k (expounded by clauses) in nominal group
structure
i.e. Ht // k // k (See E.10.12)
() N in compound nominal group structure of more than two
nominal groups
i.e. N //N// &N
and of two nominal groups having the linker téhi (See E.13)

(e) The subject in a clause having a double exponent of S (See B3.111)
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The adjunct is never separated from the rest of the clause by a
contour group, except when it is expounded by the following items:
(1) the clause having the verbs ki ... ba, (ii) the clause having the
initiator ni or ti, 6 when rankshifted as an adjunct in a clause with the
emphatic element, and (iii) the nominalisation beginning with afi. (See F1)

Whether an item is covered by one or two contour groups is very
crucial to grammatical structures. For example,

(1) kini .yi  // ki 1 s' ejb6 okinrin pX

"This thing, It isn't the man's fault"

kini .yi ki i g' ejé okinrin sF
"This thing isn't the man's fault"

(ii) pé (3sa wa 1/ bY & bAde s ) fﬁ
"that our customy if it is good <s.o "

pé (dsa wa t' 6 b4 da ) ﬁ
"that our custom which is good, ...."

(iii) won £6 // k' 6 g' O£ dx
They don't want it. It should be wasted.
wod £6 k' 6 5 '0f0 8

"They don't want it to be wasted"

The hesitatory break usually coincides with a break in a
grammatical structure of the modifier-modified type. It is found
between a verbal element and a complement, a head and a qualifier, an
initiator and a subject, a preverb and a free verb.

Ex.
(i) Verbal element and Complement
dwon t' A mg : iléé 6
know house
"Phose who know how to manage the house"

6 y& 't0 si : ogbén inu eni
to wisdom
"It is different from inherent wisdom"



(ii) Head and Qualifier
awon : alufés
"the priests"
(iii) Initiator and Subject
t1 : 1kén b4 wa n' {186
q:f one
"If there is one in the house"

nnkon ti : awon Oyinbd 4 se
which  they
"The things that the Europeans do"

(iv) Preverb and Free verb

won 4 : gé kini
will cut
"They will cut whatever thing"
tien. til : wa s!' 1.14 Syinbd
have come

"who have come to England"
The facultative break usually coincides with a break in a
grammatical structure other than the type above. (See examples in

Fhs S G I

4.122 Grammatical Structures and the Syvllable

Grammatical structures are expounded by:
(i) Change of Tone
(ii) Addition of Syllable (The syllable added has the same vowel

as the preceding syllable.)

(i) Change of Tone

Grammatical structures marked by change of tone are those involving:
(a) SP junction (B3%.111)

(b) Pronoun Subject preceding verbal particle (D3.1)

(c) Subclasses I and II verbs with pronoun complement (D4.4)
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(d) Subclass II verb with low tone preceding nominal complement

(D4.3).

(ii) Addition of Syllable
Grammatical structures marked by addition of syllable are
those involving:
(a) SP junction (B3.111)
(b) Structure with clause final element (B3.32)
(¢) Junction after verbal particle (D3.1)
(d) Junction after high tone. junction-contracting verb (D3.421)

(e) Junction between item and a consonant-initial nominal (E4.22)
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4,2 Appendix IT E Contrsection

In Yoruba, when an item precedes another item beginning with
a vowel, an elision of the final vowel of the preceding item or the
initial vowel of the following item often takes place. The
resulting combination is a contracted form.
There are two types of ‘contractions:
(a) Double-Syllable Contraction;

(b) Single-Syllable Contraction.

4,21 Double-Syllable Contraction

A double-syllable contraction involves the elision of one of
the two vowels in contact, and a replacement of it by the other

vowel, i.e. vy + e + vV, or Vs, + V,.

This type of contraction is typical of nominal + nominal,
pronoun subject + preverb, a set of ifems + pronoun subject, and

the verb ki "verb used in greetings" + nominal oomplement.l

4.211 Nominal + Nominal

The contracted form, nominal + nominal involves an elision of
the initial vowel [1I] of the following item (Cf. E4.1).

Ex.

aré Tl sy vapia Y1
inhabitant town

1 ¢f. Rowlands (11), pp.378; 386-388.
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obé il4

W
O

o’
(D

1)

soup okra

03¢ isinmi — 0Jj69
day rest

i.e. "Sunday"
\
dwon ¥bdddn —  Awod
. they place name
i.e. "the people of

'baddn

Ibadan"

4.212 Pronoun Subject + Preverb

All pronouns before the preverb § "negator", and the second

person plural pronoun before the preverb & "will" have a double-

syllable contraction involving an elision of the preverb.

(i) Negator
Singular
1. mi S-mid
2,000 0
3. -

(ii) Preverb

¢ & (from é + &)

4.215%

Plural
a 0-2a 2
e d—ve @

won O —won

Set of Items + Pronoun Subject

Clause initiators (except ni);

pé, ki;

and the nominal bi have their final vowels elided

the linkers tdbi, 2bi;

the verbs

and replaced
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by the initial vowel of the pronoun subject.l

Eg.

ki o——>kb o
bi e—>bé e
Since the first person singular pronoun is consonant-initial, there
is no contracted form with it. But the onsonant [W] initial of the

third person plural pronoun is elided, and contraction takes place

as above.

ti woén — t' 64

bi won — b 64

4.214 The Verb ki + Nominal

When followed by a nominal, the vowel of the verb ki is elided
before all vowels except [i] .
E—XQ

kG aby —— k& abo

"Welcome"

ki alé —— k& alé

"Good evening"
Ich 116 — skt ulé
"Greeting by

someone arriving
back home"

1 The thira person pronoun after bi, ki and the first person plural

pronoun after ki enter into a single syllable contraction (i.e. bi 6 —
b' é6; ki 6 —k' 6 and ki a—>k' 4).

4.214 Note 1. With kG + nominal, contraction rarely takes place before
vowels other than &) or [l e.g. ki odln "Greeting on festival day".
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4.22 Single-Syllable Contraction

A single-syllable contraction involves the elision of one of the
two vowels in contact, without a replacement of it by the other vowel

l.€. Vl + 'V'2—--—-—) Vl or V2

There are two types of single-syllable contractions: Simple and

Complex.

4.221 Simple Single-Syllable Contraction

A simple single-syllable contraction involves a following item of
only one syllable which has the same vowel as the final vowel of the
preceding item. The rules for contraction are as follows:

TV —— v
v — ¥
ri i — ri
see it
. ——> fun
give him

ge &€ —— gé
do it
Jelmertioe gl ot
eat it

A double-syllable contraction may be further contracted into a

single one.

E.

s st ey gl g Byhieh wel ...

sé e—>gé e ——g' e "did you ....?"

£ The simple single-syllable contractiog may also involve two
syllables within the same item e.g. ddadaa —s dada "well";
mida—sma "continue to".
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4.222 Complex Single-Syllable Contraction

A complex single-syllable contraction involves a following item of
more than one gyllable. This type of contraction is typical of a verb
(or one of the set of items in 4.213) + a following nominal.

The difficulty of formulating phonological rules to account for
which of two different vowels in contact is to be elided has long been
recognised.l For example, a vowel in contact with another vowel may be
differently contracted.

Ex.

(o0 +2) fo agg —— fo a0
wash clothes

fo ape —— f' ape
wash pot

and two different vowels in contact with the same vowel may be
contracted in the same way.
Ex.

e: ) gbé ago —— gb' dso
E = % 1ift clothes

P e a8

ghd ariwo —s gb' &riwo
hear noise

The diversity in the contraction of individual items may be illustrated
by the following:
(a) the vowel of the same verb may be elided before one nominal and
not before another.
BX.
gbé ind —— gbé 'nd
1ifs fire
gbé 046 —— gb!' 6db
1ift mortar

1 see Ward (16) p.274, Rowlands (11) p.383, Abraham (1), p.xxxi.
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(b) the vowel of the same nominal may be elided when preceded by
one verb, and not elided when preceded by another.

;E-EC

fo aso— fo 'so
wash clothes

gbé ago — 3 gb! 5.&_)
1ift clothes

(c) The vowel of a verb may be elided or retained before the same

nominal (or vice versa)

E-_z -
_ oY ( je 'yén
j € 1yQn ——> ( 2
( j' iyén

eat pounded yam
Examples such as these tend to discourage any further inquiry
into this problem and to lead to one of two conclusions: that the
elision of vowels is not governed by any rules at all,or that, if
governed by rules, these rules are lexical and we have to know a particular
verb and a particular nominal before we can know their contraction.
The first of these conclusions is false because, except for rare
cases such as (c) above, the choice of the vowel to be elided in the
case of a particular verb with a particular nominal is generally not
Tree. It is fixed. An elision of the wrong vowel in such a case
produces a different item. For exanple,
fo 'so '"wash clothes"

but f' ago "pull clothes"

2 In some cases, the alternative contracted form is restricted to
a nominal followed by a qualifier e.g.
se igé —— g' 1gé ) o y )
cf. se isé olukdb—sg' isé oluky or se 'sé olukQ
do work teacher
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The second conclusion is also defective as will be shown by the
principles indicated below.

There have been attempts by two scholars to indicate some general
principle(s) involved in the elision of vowels. The first is by Bowen3
who gives the formulation: "The stronger of any two concurring vowels
is retained in preference to the weaker". According to him, vowel
strength depends on whether the vowel is long or short, grave or acute,
accented or unaccented, open or close. But since "these elements of
strength and weakness may be variously distributed", and since the
principle formulated by him may be "reversed to prevent ambiguity",
it is impossible to know which of the two vowels in contact is to be

elided. The second is by Rowlands4

who gives an arrangement of nominals
and verbals "in an ascending scale according to the degree of survival

of their vowels". As the author admits, the scope of this kind of
analysis is severely limited.

In the sections that follow, an attempt will be made to suggest
rules which are mainly phonological and partly grammatical to indicate
which of the two vowels is to be elided.

As already mentioned in D6, a fixed verb-nominal collocation is
always contracted. Therefore the two items of which it is composed
are never found independently, and, for that reason, it is not
necessary to account for which vowel is to be elided. The discussion
which follows will therefore be confiped to separable verb-nominal
collocations.

The following principles govern the elision of vowels in complex

single syllable contractions:

(i) The vowel [i] whether of the verb or of the nominal is almost

3 Bowen (3) pp 6-T
4 Rowlands (11) pp.382-385
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always elided.
E.

ri owd — r' bwd
see money

il egba —j' égba
steal whip

5

ni omg — 1' 6mo
have child

gbé in — gbé 'né
1ift fire

gba 1igé — gba 'gé
take job :

WO ilé — wo '1é
look ground

Exéeptions

sée is¢ —— gl dge
do work
bi emQ — bi 'mo

give birth to child

Je dybn  ——— . ' dyén or Je 'yén
eat pounded yam

(ii) The vowel [ul of the verb is almost always elided, except
before the vowel [i]
Ex.
(a) Before [i]
wi inh —— wa 'nd
swell stomach '
ju igu —— ju 'su
exceed yam

> Before vowels other than [y , [1] replaces [l
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(b) Before other vowels

du

scramble over title

bu omi

oye —— d!

—_——
take water
bu epo —
take oil
Exception
ot ghd —
take soup

'bl

'bf

bu

omi

epo

‘be

(iii) The initial low tone vowel of a nominal (other than il ) is

usually retained.6

_E—E-.
se ajé ———  g' 4jé
do witch
¢  Oy6 ——> a' d.y
reach place name
wa ong —— w' b6.n
find way
kb eké ———— k' é.k

learn lesson

déd égse —— d' é.s

WO~

O

SO~

Y
€

(iv) The initial vowel of a nominal whose first two syllables are

vowels of the same quality is usually retained.

Bx.

£

be truth

jé 66t6 — J' 6.6

t

I 4
Q

6

A few nominals such as ong,

enyon, dkon and vowel initial numerals

e.g. eke.jil, eke.ta, have their initial low tone vowels elided.
ng edyon— nd ¥dydn; £fé  é&ke.ji—fé 'ke.ji

E£. 1la. ong—la 'nd ;
open way

beat person

want a second
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gha odgin —— gb' odgin
take medicine

kb eegun —— k' eegun
collect bone

(v) In the case of the other vowels, it is more useful to determine

the elision of the vowel from the verb rather than from the
nominal, because nominals beginning with different vowels show

much less variation than verbs ending in different vowels.

.EE‘
E ewé ewé
( leaf
( eja gja
( fish
T
%zie % owe b owd
money
% omo omo
chilad
Cf. gba gh' ewé
take
té té 'wé
spread ) ewb ———
wd e wh 'wé
shed 3
kb k' éwé
collectg

The £ollowing additional principles apply to vowels of the wverb

not covered by principles (i) - (iv) above.

(a) The nasal vowel of the verb is usually elided amd nasalisation

fi with the

is transferred to the initial vowel of the nominal

following exceptions:

(1) The nasal vowel [3] of the verb is usually retained before
the initial vowel [o] of the nominal. Before other vowels,

this nasal may or may not be elided.

. Rowlands (11) p.384
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(2) Nasalisation is dropped when the elided nasal vowel |i]
occurs after verbs beginning with [f] or |m] .
Ex.

Nagal vowel elided

With nasalisation transferred

ddn ‘eja —— dén Ya
fry £fish

rén 8p0 — > TAn '.pod
sew bag

With nasalisation dropped

o ; fin ko ——3 £ 6ro
give husband
mi agsQ —m' 450

take dress

Nasal vowel not elided

gon owd —> son 'wd
pay money
gbén epo —> gbdn 'po

scoop oil

(b) The vowel [] of the verb having a high tone is usually
retained, except when preceded by [p] or f[w] .
Bx.
gb4 epo ——— gbA 'po
fry oil :
aé owd ——dé 'wb
contribute money
f4 obé —— f4 '1é
scrape SOoup
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j8. ewé ——— j&4 'wé
pluck leaf
ya owd ——y4 'wd
be hand

guick
of

Preceded by f[b]l or [wl

bé eron — b' éron
with domestic
animal

wh owd — w' bwb
seek money
(c) A subclass II verb with a low tone is often differently
contracted from a subclass II verb with a mid tone (For

subclasses I and II verbs fee D4.4).

Ex.
td ) (t' epo
sell g ta epo_——agsell
Ll il "
S T
spill ) spill (spill
rd ) (r* owd
5 —
buy % K R Ebuy
ra y or rub (re 'wd
b ) (rub

(d) In cases other than (a) - (c) above, the vowel of the verb

is usually elided.

Ex.
£é okinrin —— f£' okunrin
marry man
kb ebf —— k' &bl

collect family
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ghd ariwo — 3> gb' Ariwo
hear noise

gbe ele ——s gb' 610

1ift grinding
stone

gba owb ~—— gb' owb
take money

A casual study of the examples of contracted forms given in this
section (i.e. 4.222) is enough to show that complex single-syllable
contractions are liable to be ambiguous. For example, K! émg is a
contraction of the nominal omo '"child" and three different verbs:
k6 "teach", k8 "collect", and ki ‘"greet".

In practice, ambiguities tend to be avoided by leaving structures
uncontracted (e.g. £' okun "with rope", as opposed to fi okun "swing
the rope"), by departing from expected contractions (e.g. b@ aso —
b8 'so ‘"remove clothes" and not b' &80 which is the only possible
contraction of bé aso "with clothes'y and bya preference for the structure
fCpC as opposed to fC in the case of the postverb ni (See D3.5, note 1)

(e.g. dé mi 1' ésé as opposed to d7 es@ .mi

tie me in foot tie foot my
"tie my foot").
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4.3 - Appendix TITIT Reduplication

When the morphemic structure of a word comprises two or more
items which are themselves words (or groups), this word is said to
be a reduplicated word.
There are two types of reduplication:

Item + Item; Item + Infix + Item

4.5 Item + Item

There are two types of "item + item" reduplication: vowel-initial

and consonant-initial.

4,511 Vowel-Initial

Vowel-initial "item + item" reduplication is restricted to nouns
of time and number, a few other nouns and numerals (from twenty
upwards) which are multiples of ten.

In this reduplication, the final tone of the first noun is
replaced by the initial tone of the second noun, and if the final vowel

is different from the initial vowel, one of them replaces the other.

BEx.
odoodlin cf. odln
"every year" "year"
EREEE ct. 988
"every week" "week"
alaalé cf. alé
"every evening" "evening"
ogoogud cf. osgu

"every month" "month"



egbeegbé
"rank by rank"

0ebQQgbdn

"thirty by thirty!?

aradartn

"five by five"

L 5L Consonant-Initial
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cf. egbé
"I’al’lk n

cf. oQgbdn
"thirty"

ctq a‘.rfll'l

"five"

There are two types of consonant-initial "item + item" reduplication:

(i) Without tonal variation;

(i) Without tonal variation:

(ii) With tonal variation.

Reduplication of consonant-initial

items without tonal variation involves the following:

(a) Adjective + Adjective (cf. B6) -

BEx.

burtkd burtkd
Hbad n

hlé Alé

"big"

pipd phpd

"many"

pelebe pelebe
"flat"

(b) Numeral + Numeral

BEx.

mé.ta mé.ta
three

r F ’ .
me.rin me.rin
four

! 4 4 s
mé.wa me.wa
ten

1Tbad n

1Tbigﬂ

Tlmanyll

n fla-t "

"three each"

"four each"

"Ten each"
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mé.jil4 mé.jilé "twelve each"
twelve
(¢) Adverb + Adverd
BEx.

kisd ki4 "quickly"
gquickly

wéré  wéré "gquickly"
quickly

paté paté "completely"

comple-
tely

aié até "little by little"
a little

(d) Verbal Group + Verbal Group

Ex.

jedijeéai cf. jé 'ai
"piles" eat anus

woléwolé cf. WO 11é
"sanitary examine house
inspector"

pandpand ef. . pa 'ng
"fireman" extinguish fire

(ii) With Tonal Variation: Reduplication of consonant-initial items
with tonal variation involves the following:

(a) Adjective + Adjective
(With the tones: low and mid respectively)

Bx.

rdbdtd roboto "very fat"
fat
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gbandd gbandu "very big"
big
1lanti lanti "very big"
big

(b) Adverb + Adverb
(With the tones: high, mid;and low, mid respectively. The
meaning of the reduplicated word is always pejorativel).

BEx.

waru wiru "rough"

jati jati "useless"
A 2 " ]

wére wére crazy

(c) Adverb + Adverb + Adverb
(With the tones: high, low, high respectively)

% Meaning depénéds
) on verb with which
) item collocates.
)

4.32 Item + Infix + Item

The infix ki is inserted between two nominals (cf. E5.11(c)).

Ex.
niikonkinkon cf. nhkon
"anything" "something"
enikéni cf. eni
"any person'” "person"
0Jok6id cf. 0j¢
|fany day" lldayﬂ
twaki.wa cf. 1lwa
"any behaviour" "behaviour"

i.e."bad manners"

1 of. Abraham (L) pekid
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Appendix IV

Sample from the Text

t' €.0yén bl tié gb' fydnja 1' A.ti rbén 'ti gbogbo : nikon
If one even tries to remember all the things
i 6 ma A se n' f1.gbd t' 6 wd 1' OGmodé / émi

that he used to do when he was & child I

mal B Tém Pl 'R diohel &f Mgl mee ag gt bko! //
usually remember such times when we used to go to the farm.
mamé .mi & so fun mi'pé : méd.d DA won 1o s

My mother would tell me "Don't go with them to

bko dkété do //

the farm to hunt the giant rat".

ki ni aée /f
Why not?
s' e m' dkété //

Do you know the giant rat?

héd // dada //
Yes! Very well!
n' 1.gbad t' a wd n!

At +that time when we were at

t1 1o st 8ko /J/ Adwon eni
went to the farm, those
ti m' 4j4 d& ni
would have held the dog;
okété / pu
the giant rat's heole (sound
the

11&

home,

yen [/ bé
whenever people

b6h
£ G déd ni
who

// wén g b
they would blow hot air into

4

ma m' ajé
would hold the dog

ma, iho

pu  pu
of blowing
air)
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S e ma A ri pa daadda //

Did you usually find several to kill?

& /& 4L i pad /w6 bE 1 o //

Yes, we usually did. As soon as it jumps out

won' i omi ki m . mA. « b won l¢ // sugbbén ma &
they've said that I shouldn't go with them; but I would

ni dondon md &4 b4 won Tor " TEieS 6T pa

say that certainly I would go with them. When everything is

ti y& // wbn & ni k' énflcen 10 dGrsé 'bé  .yen //
ready they would ask one person to go and stand there.

iyén 4 dGrd £ ihd e A & ma fin //
That one would stand near the hole. He would be blowing air into it.
4 4 ma, fin /- 4 ma fin /

He would be blowing air into it. He would be blowing air into ift.

.gbd %' &6 ©b& y& 1' é&.ékon néd // & & kdn yo

After some time, suddenly it would just rush out
gburd // b! 6 ti  yo gbird st ita //
(noise of As soon as it rushed out (noise) to the surface,
rushing out)

wbn & nf / & yo S0/ 6 yo So // gbogbo ollkhlikd
they would say, "It's out! It's out!" Everybody

& bérésii B4 'ré k! 44 mu // tgbd .min //
would start to run so that the dog might catch it. Sometimes,
ajé 4 ma // 2gbd .mid J/ ajé 3 nii 1é

the dog would catch it. Sometimes, the dog would not be able
mu // pabpaé irG ‘nkon .mid gbogbo t' &.dybn

to catch it. Especially such other things that one

ma 1 ’se Dbé! cgen mbt dlppal B2 65 wa ni kékeré //

used to do like that when one was a child!
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6 ddn gon 1t 634 émi do / tori pé
From my own point of view, it was very interesting; Eor 3f I
ki ni // ém{ ma A rén 'ti 1gbd ¢! a ma A
may say S0, I usually remember the time when we used to

£3 5 Skété it iyén 1t bko b4! yen //

eat the giant rat with pounded yam on the farm in that way.
6 ma A diw . Ju 6t ilé 109
It is usually sweeter than something cooked in the house.

mo r8 pé& ! oko .yen  gon 1! 6 féréé

I think that that of the farm really is the one that is almost
dun ju

sweeter.

ayé oko /it é.yin 1o s' ko ri 7

Life on the farm! Have you gone to the farm before,

k! éh se "Nkon 1! bko [/ k& e j& 1' 6ko //

while something is cooked on the farm which you eat there?

r

& /[ Tybn okéb ma, A ddn //
Yes, the pounded yam prepared on the farm is usually sweet.

dwon aya agbé néd6 ma 4 je dié dié dié n' ind & //
The farmers' wives too eat bits of at,.
had  //

Yes.

bhje ok6 dé& ma A diin  ju

And the food prepared on the farm is usually sweeter than that
£t 118 //

prepared in the house.
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en / 6 n' f2adid = 7/

Yes. There's a reason for that.

bé & k¢ // oun t* a £1i 4 s & ntf 118 /f
Even though  the things we use in cooking it in the house,
8194 // oun @13 t! a fi 4 sé é

the ingredients, the ingredients that we use in cooking it

n' 11¢& 77 8 ju t!' oko lo e i)
in the house, they are more than those used on the farm;
sugbén 6nje okd ma #H din // mo rd pé /

but the food prepared on the farm is usually sweet. I think that
A' torl P& gbogboo WA ma 4 .... [/ & A jo pé Jje
because all of wus usually ... We will be assembled
Bol /AR e 36.k6 A
together. We will sit together to eat it.

en // ki i sé ‘yen nikon // ki i sé ‘'yen nikon //
I agree. It isn't that along. It isn't that alone.

st e md wi pé t' é&.Qdydén b4 wd 1' Obko /i
You know {(don't youd) that if one is on the farm,

& 4 t1 g!' igé ILk* 4.t84Pd .yen // ara ¢ 4
he would have worked from the morning. His body would have

5 i j& k' & téo a' ald // ebi 4 ti pa
become weary before evening. He would have become very

gon // okdn ré gon & i wd 1' ond wi pé /
hungry. His mind too would have been occupied with thoughts that

b® 1ybn yon L ba. i me ton 80k /i
as soon as the pounded yam is ready, ....
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s

won 4 ya ki 4 mbé '1& kbénrdén //

They would quickly eat it up in no time.

“h' 6 o' Jkélé.umé.jl pére 1' ollhwa & bd //

If it's only two mouthfuls that the person can get,
4 & adn  gom //

it will be very sweet.

06t6 ni g4 / torl pé // bhje ' &G.dyén ma n je
That's quite true, because @ it's the food that one eats
1f ko [f dun 1 o) ma 7 ma mi o
on the farm, It's that that makes me go there.
ati pdé4pdsd // mo tun 13 wi pé Awon  'nkon .midin
Furthermore, I also think that other considerations
tin wd 4' né // s e md wi pé 2dwon eron bii Jkété //
are involved. You know (don't you?) that such game as giant rat,
tabl  dpard // tabi: &lm.du /) tabii dya // tabd
or bush fowl, or the cuckoo, or the cane rat, or

-

bi ori.gsiri.si eron .wonyen // wbn ddn ju eron %!

guch other game as these, they are sweeter than meat
ilé lo // mo rd wipé wén dun ju
from domesticated animals. I think that they are sweeter than

némd lo // &ti pabpds // 1gbd mid // a ma 4 lo: Awon €18

beef. Furthermore, sometimes we  use other ingred-
aid bii 8gboyin //

ients such as raw palm-oil.

kind. & /f eyin. dpe .yen [/
Its whatnot. The oil-palm fruit.

en // bé ¢ ni
Yes. So it is.
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wbn 4 gbo &6 dada //
They will crush it well.

6 féreé din ju epo gon lo //
It's almost sweeter that palm-oil itself.

en : o // ki 1' a ti maf P& 'yen ni : ddoo

Yes. What is it that we call that in our
wa 6o // mo ti gbagbé 'pkon t' b4 4 pé & //
place? I have forgotten what they call it.
£ 64 ma se 1' 6j6  .komndd // t' 64 ma bo
That stuff that they make on the same day for which they ckush
eyin [/ t' 64 ma fi se : epo 1' ésdkesé 4/

the oil-palm fruit and use it to make oil instantly -

4

i g j& Syl +' 64 4 se ni kini //
which is not the type that is made in whatnot.

mo rd pé. 'yem gon 1f 6 A ma k' 6 ddn gon //
I think that that exactly is what makes it very sweet.

nikon  .mid &1 n ma tun i ron “ti 4 'pa @ igba i
Another thing that I also usually remember about the time that
é&.0y6n wa ni kékeré ni : k' é.0ydn méba : s' eré Jdsiph //
one is a child is playing games by moonlight.

ki 1' &ylnma b se 1' éré dsipd 1' B.kitd //

What do you usually do by moonlight in Ekiti?

omodé O ma A ' eré Jdsuph mé Jdo //
Children don't really play by moonlight any more.

6 y& mi 1' énu //
I am surprised.

1t 4Ayé sttt // won A sé mb //
At the present time, don't they do it any more?
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min »d bY 64 h b mé gon ./
Really, I don't think that they do it any more.
a // &6 md Dburt do //
What a pity! It is really very bad!
25 Ly 4 ' ‘ Y Aoyt g 2 AL2 Fl
boy&a  // o ki si : dwon 114  kékéeké g4 do //
Perhaps it's still done in some small villages even so.
min 1é so //

I can't say
won A sé t6 bé €& mb n' i.sifh //
They no longer do it so much these days.

won sé mb n' i.sth //
Don't they do it these days?

ki 1' ¢eyin ma Hh se 1' éré Jdsupd n' i.gbd t' e wd ni kékeré //
What did you usually do by moonlight when you were children?

en // sé 'dkon t' bA se A s' eré OJsuph
Now, isn't the reason why they played games by moonlight

1¢ Byé %16 1l waws // mo rd wé pé A' tori
in the past, the fact that ....? I think because

6 jé oko n' 6 B To S/ t* 64 DbA wh 4é 1
it was the farm that they went to. Whenever they came back in

y4

616 oo // sigbbn /1' é.hin : .gbd t' 6 jé pé
the evening ... but since the time that
wbn 4 1lob 1188 'wé // eldmint // 6 wd n' ibi téblli ¢ /
they go to school one he is by  his table
t' 6 ro  tea A kb ‘dkon ti oldkd ni k' b
and he is quietly studying the things that the teacher gsked him
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k6 wa& // mo rd pé. 'yenni & jé& k' 6A ma se :
to study. I think that that is what stops them from playing
eré dsuph mb // mo ré wi pé/ dwon omo
games by moonlight any more. I think that the present
isih gon // owbd owd tié ni wén
generation of children, it's money and only money that they are
mo // won & mo wi pé d A g' erbes:....//
interested in. They don't know about playing .....
ginnimd =n' 64 ma log A& wS //
It's the pictures that they go to.

iyen n' 1.14 nld  do L/
That's only in a big town, of course.

sigbbdn eré dslipsd ddn sid do //
But playing games by moonlight is interesting.

gt Sent  HY 6 wa n' 1.14 A1éd n' 2yen //
That's for someone who is in a big town, isn't it?
ibi mé.18 ni // sinnima wa n' 1, 1Gmi //
How many places? Are there picture houses in my town?

eni b4 wi n' 1.14 kékeré nké //
What about a person in a small village?

h)

en [/ Hh' tori pé / n' i.gbd t' a wd 1' E.k6 n' i.gbd

Yee; because when we were in Lagos when
t! é.mi 1 kéré 1' B.x6 // & & kb 'raa wa jo

T was still a child in Lagos, we would gather together
Rl // & & mda s' ere dsupsd //

in the evening. We would be playing by moonlight.
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béyd // 1gbd .yen // ind Imdndmbébnd S ti I pd //
Perhaps at that time, there was little electricity.
6 pdo
There was phenty
s$'' e d¢ mo wi pé / iné Imdndméné .yen //
And you know (don't you?) that elecyricity
6 ti gba Jgupéd gon 1' 4wbd dwon arid Bkd ba.yl n' i.sih //

2t has now deprived those who live in Lagos of moonlight.

b¢ ¢ ni //

That's so.

ki 1' éyin ma H ge ni: ere ni: flGu yin 1/
What do you usually do by way of games in your town?

ki 1' ¢ ma A ge //é A se Dojhbojh //
What do you usually do? Do you play 'hide and seek®?

en // wbn ma 4 k' orin 1' E.kitd gom ni //
Yes. They usually sing in Ekiti, really.

s,

& f se Dbojlbojh // a mha H k! orin //
We play 'hide and seek'. We sing.

4 mha ©H pa: ald
We tell riddles.

orin // 1' b.stph //
Songs? By moonlight?
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en // wén ma £ p' 818 // ki ni* h' ewd //

Yes. They tell riddles (Song) "Bhat has grey hairs?"

he // dddn h' ewh // ‘he . // won & wh
(refrain) "The bat has grey hairs" (refrain). They will
so 'wb // wbn 4 ma ko icind 4/ orin 4

join hands. They will be singing whatnot. Songs.

won - A ma se : gbogbo eré +! i h ge

They will be playing all the types of games that are played
ni bl irG 1jévt // Rgbh // &ti ghogbo & //
in places like Ijebu, Egba, and all other places.

iyen nfd 1' a ma 14 sge //
That is what we usually do.
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