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PREFACE

In assembling charter texts scattered in four countries, I have

been nmuch indebted to a number of owners and custodians. Through

the facilities granted to the Regesta Regum Scottorum committee by
the Rt Hon. the Earl of Southesk and the late Lt-Col. W. W. S.

Cuninghame of Caprington, I was able to inspect texts in their family
muniments. .I am grateful to Sir Hugh Watson, who had a search made

on my behalf in the records of his firm, Messrs Dundas and Wilson,
Edinburgh, for the missing Kinloch charters, which nevertheless
remain undiscovered.. At the advanced age of ninety-nine, the late
Dr C. H. Hunter Blair kindly gave me infofmation about another
charter which is still lost, the grant toﬂ?dmuhdrde Lacy. I owe a
particular debt to IlMr K. B. lcFarlane, of-MBgdalen College, Oxford,
;whonot only provided facilities on several occasions for my study
of the Brackley charters among the Magdalen College archives, but
also took considerable trouble in arranging for photostats o be made
for me. Mr P I. King, of the Northamptonshire Recbrd Office, and
lllss Jean Preston, of the Huntington Lib;ary, San Marino, Californié,
U.S5.A., were also most helpful in providing photostats. In France,
I received kindly guidance from IM. ‘Pierre Thilliez, Archiviste-en-chef
de la Département de 1'Orne, at Alencon.

Transcripts of Crown-coPyriéht records in the Public Record

Office appear by permission of the Controller of H.M., Stationery

Office.

Research of the kind presented in this work is a lonely task,

and I have been sustained by the guidance of my supervisors, the late

-

Professor /



PREFACE iii

Professor /. Croft Dickinson, Professor Gordon Donaldson and lr Alan
Harding. I have benefited greatly from discussions which I have had
with them, and also with my friends Professor G. W. S. Barrow,
Professor A. A. Il. Duncan and Mr Bruce Webster. I have also been
encouraged by the interest taken in my research by my colleagues in
the Scottish Record Office, especially Mr John Imrie, Curator of
Historical Records, Dr Athol L. Murray and lr Andrew M. Broomn. The
typiﬁg of*my nmanuscript has been done by lrs Il Young, who by her
slkill end intelligence has contributed a great deal to the presentation
of the work. Iy mother, Mrs M. Simpson, also helped by typing drafts.
Another of my colleagues, lir Ian H. Adams, generously took time from
his own research to re-draw my maps.

It has often been said that historians of today, looking back
upon great scholars of the past, mﬁét feel like pigmies standing on
the shoulders of giants. 1 have tried in this thesis to continue
the tradiftion of historical scholarship which has been ;ssociated
Tor meny years with Her Ilajesty's General Register House in Edinburgh,
and especially with the distinguished nameéiaf Thomas Thomson, Deputy
Clerk Register from 1806 to 1841, and John liaitland Thomson, Curator

of Historical Records from 1895 to 1906. They £00 have been my

nentors and friends.

G.G.S.

Scottish Record Office,

... General Register House,
Edinburgia.
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LIST OF MANUSCRIPT SOURCES

Sources of acts surviving as full'texts1

" (a) Originals

BRECHIN, JAngus

Muniments of the Earl of Southesk, Kinnaird Castle, box 1, no..24
No. 21 |

EDINBURGH
Scottish Record Office:

Dalhousie Mhniménts (GD 45), sec. 13, no. 262
No. 29

Register House Charters (RH 6), nos. 46, 54
Nos. 26, 38 ‘ | :

LONDON

British Museun:

Cotton Charters, viii.7
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Harl. Charters, 55.B.6, 55.B.7, 83%3.B.42
Nos. 134, 143, 145 |

Lord F. Campbell Charters, iv.lO
No. 78 . *

Public Record Office:

Ancient Deeds, series A (E.40), no. 13417
No. 153

OXFORD /

l. TFollowing each entry is a reference to the text or texts from
that source presented in the collection of acts below. For
descriptions of cartularies, see G.R.C. Davis, Medieval Cartula-
ries of Great Britain (London, 1958), to which cross-references

s e —

are given,



MANUSCRIPT SOURCES viil
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01133, D.90, D1164, D-207’ D024-7 » | .

Nos. 1, 2, 3, 52, 90, 92-95, 98~103, 105, 107-9, 112, 113,
116, 117, 151, 152

Whitfield, 71, 159
Nos. 3, 68

SAN MARINO, Californisa
Huntington Library:
Hastings deeds, HMC nos. 129, 130, 213, 214

Nos. 49, 50, 63, 64 }

(b) Manuscript copies
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National Library of Scotland:
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34.3.29. (Fragment of Scone Abbey cartulary. xiv cente.)
| Davis, Cartularies, no. 1179] |

Nos. 9, 10
34.4.7 (Dryburgh Abbe cartulary. xv cent.) [Davis,

Cartularies, no., 1138
NOS. 21, 40, 42

34.4.13 (Newbattle Abbey cartulary. Late xiv cent.,)
[Davis, Cartularies, no. 1173] )

Nos. 28, 37
Scottish /
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Scottish Catholic Archives, 16 Drummond Place:

MS. Registrum Vetus of Church of Glasgow. (Cartulary of °

Churcg of Glasgow, xiii cent.) [Davis, Cartularies, no. 1150]..
No. 3 . D

Scottish Record Office:

Dalhousie lMuniments (GD 45), sec. 27, no. 8 (St Andrews
Cathedra% Priory cartulary. xiii cent.) [Davis, Cartularies,
no. 1175 u | _ , .. .

Nos. 19, 20, 22

KILMARNOCK, Ayrshire

Muniments of Captain R. Fergusson-Cuninghame, Caprington Castle:
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British Museum: . ‘ 0
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Nos. 127, 138

Cotton MS. Vespasian E.xvii. (Cartulary of St Andrew's Priory,
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No. 118 :

Harl. MS. 1555, (Heraldic collections of Mr Richard Mundy.
xvii cent.)
No. 91

Lansdowne /
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Lansdowne MS. 415. (Garendon Abbey cartulary. xii-xiii cents. )
| Davis, Cartularies, no. 431]
No. 83

Royal IS.l1l.B.ix. (Cartulary of St Andrew's Priory, Northampton.

xiii cent.) [Davis, Cartularies, no. 699]
No. 39
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.'charter Rolls, 37 and 41 Henry III (C.53/45, 47)
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Exchequer, King's Remembrancer, lMisc. books, series i (E.164),
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No. 115

MANCHESTER
John Rylands Library:

Latin MS. 223. (Warden Abbey cartulary. xiii cent.)
[Davis, Cartularies, no. 998] | B
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NORTHAMPTON
Northamptonshire Record Office:

Finch-Hatton Muniments, no. 170. (Sir Christopher Hatton's
Book of Seals. xvii cent.) L o

Nos. 4%, 56, 57, .58

OX*ORD
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Magdalen College:
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Nos. 95, 110, 111

Brackley, D.1l19. *(Fragment of Brackley Hospital cartulary.
xiii cent.) [Not in Davis, Cartularies] '
No. 111 - I

"(¢) Printed texts

Holyrood Liber, no. 62. (Original penes Lord Panmure, 1840)
No. 50 " r

Inchaffray Chrs., no. 42. (Original, Dupplin Muniments, no. 141(i))
No. '/ | |

General manuscript sources
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Archives Départmentales de 1'Orne, series H, files 907, 950, 935
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National Library of Scotland:r

}Lth BISG 34! 6024 . * b #-i
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Register House Charters (RH 6), nos. 34, 35, 38-4C~ 51B, 52, 54,
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EVREUX
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Glasgow University Library:

D. W. Hunter Marshall's manuscript maps of xii-xiii century
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LONDON
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Lord F. Campbell Charters, xxx.4 ,
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Duchy of Lancaster, Deeds, series I (DL 25), nos. 42, 2336

Westminster Abbey: ‘

Dean and Chapter Muniménts, no. 2426, and Luffield Priory . ;
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OLD SLAINS, Aberdeenshire
Muniments of the Countess of Erroll, nos. 21, 23
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1S. Laud misc. 625

MS. Rawlinson B.103
Magdalen College: .
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BIBLIOGRAPHY A  ABBREVIATIONS

The tltles of certain st: .rd works, and of works frequently
cited in this thesis, have be .bbreviated as indicated below.
Abbreviations of Scottish work: -onform to the IList of abbreviated

titles of the printed sources of Scottish history to 1560, published

' as a supplement to the Scottish Historical Review, October 1963.-

Primary sources

Abbrev. Placit. = Abbreviatio Placitorum: Richard I - Edward II,
ed. G. Rose and V. Illingworth (Rec. Com., 1811

Aberdeen-Banff Coll. = Collections for a History of the Shireé of
Aberdeen and Banff (Spalding Club, 1843%)
Acta Lengton = Acta Stephani Langton, Cantuariensis Archievniscopi,

A.D. 1207/-1228, ed., Kathleen Major (Canterbury and York Society,
part cxviii, 1950)

Actes Pontieu = Recueil des Actes des Comtes de Pontieu, 1026-1279,
ed. Clovis Brunel (Collection de documents inédits sur l'histoire
de France, 1930)

éﬁgiggﬁ_ggggg = Descriptive Catalogue of Ancient Deeds in the Public
Record Oftrice, 6 vols. (London, 1890-~1915

inderson, Early Sources = Early Sources of Scottish Historv A.D. 500
to 1286, ed. A, O. Anderson, 2 vols. (Edinburgh, 1922)

iAnderson, Scottish Annals = Scottish Annals from English Chroniclers
A.D. 500 to 1286, ed. A. O. Anderson (London, l908§

Annales lonastici = Annales Monastici, ed. H. R. Luard, 5 vols.
(Rolls Series, 1864-9)

#28 = Acts of the Parlizments of Scotland, ed. T. Thomson and C.
Innes, 12 vols. in 14 (Rec. Com., 1814-75)

Arbroath Liber = Iiber S. Thome de Aberbrothoc, 2 vols, (Bannatyne

Club, 1848, 1856

Blount, Thomas, Fragmenta Antiquitatis (London, 1679)
Brackley / o
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BIBLIOGRAPHY AND ABBREVIATIONS XV

"

|

Brackley Deeds Collection of Brackley Deeds at lMagdalen College,

‘ Oxford, comp. William Dunn Macray, ed. Richard Ussher (Buckinghamn,
1910). [ Reprinted from articles in Buckinghamshire Advertiser

in an edition of six copies, of which one is in the British luseum
(press-mark 9905.h.22).€ |

Bracton, De Legibus = Henrici de Bracton de Legibus An liae, ed.,
Sir T. Twiss, 6 vols. (Rolls Series, 18/8-83)

Cal. Chanc. We = Calendar of Chancerv Warrants preserved in the
Public Record Office, vol. i (London, 1927

Cal. Chart. R = Calendar of the Charter Rolls creserved in tﬁe
Public Record Office, 6 vols. (London, 1903%-=27

Cal. Fine R, = Calendar of Fine Rolls vpreserved in the Public Record
Office (London, 1911~

Cal. Ina. Misc, = Calendar of Inaguisitions Miscellaneous Chanéer )

preserved in the Public Record Office, 6 vols. (London, 1916-63
Cal. Papal Letters Calendar of Entries in the Papal Registers

relating to Great Britain and Ireland: Papal Letters, ed. W. H.
Bliss et al. (London, 18935- |

Calendar of Antrobus Deeds, ed. R. B. Pugh (Wiltshire Archaeological
and Natural History Society, Records Branch, vol. iii, 1947)

Calendar of Documents preserved in France illustrative of the History
of Great Britain and Ireland, ed. J. H. Round (London, 1899

. Calendar of Documents relating to Ireland preserved in ... Public
Record Office, ed. H. S. Sweetman and G. F. Handcock, 5 vols. -

(London, 1875-86)

4

Cambuskenneth Registrum = Registrum Monasterii S. Marie de Cambus-
kenneth (Grampian Club, 1872) .

Cartae Antiguae Rolls 11-20, ed. J. Conway Davies (Pipe Roll Soclety, .
new series, vol., xxxiii, 1960)

CC = Calendar of the Close Rolls preserved in the Public Record

e

Office |Kdward I - Henry VI1] (London, 1900-

CDS = Calendar of Documents relating to Scotland oreserved in H.M.
Public Record Office, ed. J. Bain, 4 vols. (Edinburgh, 1881-8

Chron. Bower = Joannis de Fordun Scotichronicon cum Supplementis
et_Continuatione Walteri Boweri, ed. W. Goodall, 2 vols.
Edinburgh, 1759

Chron, Melrose = The Chronicle of Melrose (facsimile edition),
ed. A. O. Anderson et al. (London, 1936)
CIPIT /
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BIBLIOGRAPHY AND ABBREVIATIONS - Xxvi

CIPIl = Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mbrtem eee in the Public
~ Record Office (London, 1904- h

C. Lib. R« = Calendar of the Liberate Rolls oreserved in the Public.
Record Office London, 19l6-

Correspondence ... of the Priory of Coldingham, ed. J. Raine (Surtees
Society, 1841

Coupar Angus Chrs. = Coupar Angus Charters, ed. D. E. Easson, 2 vols,
SHS, 1947

Couvar Ancus Rental = Rental Book of the Cistercian Abbevy of Cupar
Angus, 2 vols. (Grampian Club, 1879, 1880) |

CPR = Calendar of the Patent Rolls preserved in the Public Record
— Office [123%2- , (London, 1l906-

CR = Rotull Litterarum Clausarum in Turri Londinensi asservatl *
[1204-27], ed. T. D. Herdy, 2 vols. (Rec. Com., 1835, 1844 );
Close Rolls of the Reign of Henry III vpreserved in the Public
Record Office |1227-72), 14 vols. (London, 1902-358

CRR = Curia Regis Rolls ... .reserved in the Public Record Offlce
~— (London, 1922-

Delaborde, H.-Fr., and Petit- Dutalllis, Ch., Recueil des Actes de
Philippe Auguste, vols. i, ii (Paris, 1916, 1943

Delisle, Leopold, Catalogue des Actes de Philippe-August (Paris, 1856)

Documents illustrative of the ... History of the Danelaw, .ed. F. I
Stenton (London, 1920 ‘

Dryburgh Liber = ILiber S. Marie de Dryburgh (Bannatyne Club, 1847)
Dunfermline Registrum = Registrum de Dunfermelyn (Bannatyne Club,
1842) s | |

Early Records of Aberdeen, 13%17, 1%98-1407, ed. W. Croft chkinson

0HS, 1957 . ,
English Register of Godstow Nunnery, ed. A.*Ciark, 3 vols. (Early
English Text Society, 1905-11) ,
ER = The Excheouer Rolls of Scotland, ed. J. Stuart et ‘al., 23 vols.

(Edinburgh, 1878-1908

§§Q = Early Scottish Charters prior to 1153, ed. A. C. Lawrie
(Glasgow, 1905)

« g
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BIBLIOGRAPHY AND ABEREVIATIONS xvii

EYC = ZEarly Yorkshire Charters, vols, i-iii, . ed. W. Farrer .

— (privately printed, Edinburgh, 1914-16); vols. iv-xi, ed. C. T.
Clay, and Index to vols. i-iii, by C. T. and E. M. Clay (Yorkshire
Archaeological Society, Record Series, Extra Series, vols. i-iXx,..

193%5-63)

Facsimiles of FEarly Cheshire Charters, ed,*G.#Barraclough'(Blackpool,
1957 {

Farnham, George F., Quorndon Records (privately printed, London, 1912)

Fees = The Book of Fees, commonly called Testa de Nevill, 3 partis
(London, 1921-31) ;

Feudal Ailds = Inouisitions ... relating to Feudal Aids ... preserved
in the Public Record Office, 6 vols. (London, 1l899-192l1

_Fbedera = Foedera, Conventiones, ILitterae et Culuscungue Generis
Acta Publica, ed. 7. Rymer, 4 vols. in 7 (Rec. Com., 1816-69

Giraldus Cambrensis, Opera, ed. J. S. Brewer et al., 8 vols. (Rolls
Series, 1861-91) | .

Glasgow Registrum = Registrum Episcopatus Glas uensis, 2 vols.
Bannatyne and lMaitland Clubs, 1843;

Guillaume le Maréchal, L'histoire de, ed. P. Meyer, 3 vols. (Societe
de l'histoire de France, 1891-1901)

Hastings = Report on the Manuscriots of the late Reginald Rawdon
Hastings, 4 vols. (Historical Manuscripts Commission, 1928-47
Hatton's Book of Seals = Sir Christopher Hatton's- Book of Seals,

ed. L. C. Loyd and D. M. Stenton (Oxford, 1950)

Holvrood Liber = ILiber Cartarum Sancte Crucis (Bannatyne Club, 1840)
Hunts. Fines = Calendar of the Feet of Fines relating to the Count
if Huntingdon, ed. G. J. Turner (Cambridge Antiquarian Soclety,

913
‘Inchaffray Chrs. = Charters ... relatine to the Abbey of Inchaffray,

ed. W. A. Lindsay, J. Dowden and J. M. Thomson  (SHS, 1908

Inchcolm Chrs. = Charters of the Abbey of Inchcolm, ed. D. E. Easson
and A. Macdonald (SHS, 1938) , |

Kelso Iiber = Liber S. Marie de Calchou, 2 vols. (Bannatyne Club,

1846)

Legal and lManorial Formularies ... in memory of J. P. Gilson, ed.
. C. Ratcliff et al. (Oxford, 1933

Liber /




BIBLIOGRAPHY AND ABBREVIATIONS xviii

Liber de Bernewelle = ILiber Memorandorum Ecclesie de Bernewelle,
ed. J. W. Clark (Cambrldge, 1907 |

Lindores Chartulary = Chartular of the Abbey of Lindores, ed., J. .
Dowden (SHS, 1903)

llacphail, Pluscardyn = S. R. Macphail, History of the Religious
House of Pluscardyn (Edinburgh, 18815 |

Macray's Catalogue = W. D. Macray's typewritten Catalogue of the
archives of lMagdalen College, Oxford

S

Madox, T., Formulare Anglicanum (London, 1702)

Velrose ILiber Liber Sancte Marie de Melros, 2 vols. (Bannatyne

Club, 1837 )

Midlothian Chrs. = Charters of the Hospital of Soltre ... and other
Collegiate Churches in Midlothian (Bannatyne Club,.1861) -

Moray Registrum = Registrum Episcopatus Moraviensis (Bannatyne
Club, 1837)

Nat. MSS. Scot. = TPacsimiles of the National Manuscripnts of Scotland,

| 3 parts (London, 1867-71
Newbattle Registrum Registrum S. Marie de Neubotle (Bannatyne
Club, 1849) * .

Oxford Deeds of Balliol College, ed. H. E. Sdlter (Oxford Historlcal
Soclety, vol. 1xiv, 1913%) |

Oxon. Fines = TFeet of Pines for Oxfordshire, 1195-12 1, ed. H. E.
Salter (Oxfordshire Record Series,'vol..xll, 1950

Panmure Registrum = Registrum de Panmure, ed. J. Stuart, 2 vols.
(Edinburgh, 1874 )

Paris, M., Chron. Maj. = Matthaei Parisiensis Chronica Majora,
ed. H. R. Luard, 7 vols. (Rolls Series, 1872-84)

rPi e Roll 21 Henrvy TI Great Roll of the Pipe for the Twen?v-first
year of the Reign of Henry II (Pipe Roll Society, vol. xxii, 1897)

Pive Roll 14 Henry III = Great Roll of the Pipe for the Fourteenth
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INTRODUCTION

The present study originated in an attempt to portray the
Scottish baronage of the thirteenth century on a wide canvas, to view
them territorially and politically and to discover'what part they
played in society in the Scotlaﬁé of their day. several years of
research led to the conglusion.that the availablexevidence,.although
reasonably abundant, was too thinly sprea@ifo permit axsatisfa;fory
survey on & large scale, In other words, there are too many barons
about whom too little is known. 'But,this preliminary work did reveal
thet more information was avallable about one man - Roger de Quincy,

earl of Winchester and constable of Scotland - than about anyone else.

1t was clearly possible to paint a portrait of an individual sitter
instead of depicting a group. It.was therefore decided to undertake
a detailed study of this one major baron and to set him against the

background of his times.

One advantage of this approach is that a single baron's surround-
ings, activities and relationships with other men can be viewed from

the inside. Historians have sometimes ﬁeglected to look at affairs
from the viewpoint of the barons themselves. Although in English

history there have been some notable studies which correct this

1

mistaken attitude,™ in Scotland medieval barons can still be cast in

the role of villains: a turbulent and disruptive element in SOCie‘bY-2

Lo Si? Isurice Powicke, Medieval England (London, 1931), pp. 56-65;
Painter, Feudal Barony, p. 1ll; Holmes, Higher Nobilitv, p. 1.

2. E.g. Agnes Mure llackenzie, The Kingdom of Scotland (Edinburgh,
1948), p. 113:. ‘the inveterate hostility of great houses to the

CrO‘fm and to each other oo !
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The Scottish barons of.the late thirteenth century have only recently
been rescued from 'one of the hardest-dying half-truths of Scotiish

history', the fable that they failed to fight for Scotland against |

Edward I because they were afraid of losing their English estates.l
Roger de Quincy belonged to this very class of society - the Anglo-

Scottish baronage - in an earlier generation; and it is therefore

en added advantage that in him we can study.a member of this class at
a point before the Wars of Independence strained and eventually broke
their complex social nexus. These Anglo-Scots have suffered
particularly from the habit of looking at barons from outside the

baronial milieu, since national historians are prone to ignore or

summerily dismiss those of a baron's activities which lie beyond the

2

historian's own national frontiers. When discussing an -English

baronial family, it is easy to forget about the Scottish estates they
may have heZ!.d.3 It is the aim of 'l:his' study to examine one great
anglo-Scottish magnate by the use of evidence from both sides of the
oorder. We must cross and re-cross the border line as frequently
as did Earl Roger himself on his peregrinations around his demesne
estates, which stretched from Perthshire to Oxfordshire. It is

fortunate that source-material is so abundant about the background of

a nan /

l. Barrow, Robert Bruce, p. 113. "

2. Joseph Bain was the first scholar to point out, in 1881, that
the connection of the Quincy family with Scotland required
illustration (CDS, i, p. xxV, noteX.

3. Professor Painter calculated the annual income of the Quincy
earls of VWinchester without including the .profits from their
Scottish estates (see below, Chapter II, psl, n.l ).
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2 man whom Sir Maurice Powicke described as 'one of the most wide-

spread landholders in England and Sco‘cland'.l

It must be made clear that the present work is not a biography
of Earl Roger, although it includes an outline of his career. ' The
meterial does not exist for anything which could be called a biography.
WVe know almost nothing about his personality. But there are.compen-
sations; for previous study of thirteenth-century barons, in.Enéland
at least, has concentrated largely on the political field and
particularly on producing biographies of important political figures.2
There has been no study in depth of any of the less prominent magnates
and this is thereforé attempted in what follows. The result is
intended to be a study in social history, in the widest sense of thatl
ternm. An edition of the collected written acts of the earl forms
part of the work and this not only permits conclusions about
contemporary diplomatic practice but also provides information.about
his household, his retainers, and his estates. Further knowledge
of his estates can be gained from extensive éfficia; records. Unlike
William Farrer's Honors and Knights' Fees; which surveyed a number

0 large estates over the period from.the eleventh to the fourteenth
centuries, the effort here is to sink a ﬁine at one point only through

the tangled strata of contemporary landholding. After examining

these various facets of one man, we can turn finally to a wider view

of the /

..--"’-‘\

l. Powicke, Thirteenth Century, p. 580.

2. E.g. Charles Bémont, Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester,

1208-1265 (new edition, Oxford, 19350); N. Denholm-young,

Richard of Cornwall (Oxford, 1947).
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INTRODUCT ION 4

of the baronial society in which he lived, especially as it existed

in Scotland.

It has been a deliberate intention to approach the subject fronm
the viewpoint of Scottish history. It seemed worthwhile to emphasise
the Scottish aspect of Earl Roger, even at times in face of a consi-
derable paucity of evidence; for it is gll the more necessary to0
analyse baronial society in thirteenth-century Scotland simply be;:ause

our knowledge of it has so far been sketchy. More attention has been
paid to the origins of Anglo-Scottish baronial society, which lie in
the period of Anglo-Norman penetration into Scotland in the twelfth
century, than to the continuing and developing contacts of the
thirteenth century. To permit concentration on Scotland, therefore,
sone features of Roger's English activities are merely touched upon

in passing. In particular, it would have been possible to look
more closely at the earl's English estates and the tenants upon then;

but this topic could probably be illustrated more effectively on i
other great estates. For similar reasons, the jurisdictions |

exercised within his estates and the lawsuits which he pursued have
not been examined in detail. The corpus of the earl's written acis

lorms the core of the present study. In England, thirteenth-ceniury
1

episcopal acts have been collected and scrutinised; but no

collection of baronial charters from this period has been published.2

Indeed, /

L. See Acta Langton and Cheney, Bishops' Chanceries.

¢. FProfessor Geoffrey Barraclough is preparing an edition of the
chartgrs of the earls of Chester to 1237 (Facsimiles of Early
Cheshire Charters, ed. G. Barraclough, Blackpool, 1957, p. Xi).
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Indeed, a Scottish student may be allowed to reflect that English
historians appear to lose interest in charters when the twelfth
century ends, presumably because they can at that point turn thelr

attention to the series of public records which then commence.

Experience of handling the contemporary Scottish matérial, in the

midst of which an original.baronial charter stands out like a nugget

e B e - —— — - - —— - —
-~ -

of gold, encourages greater respect .for these rather neglected English

- My

deeds. It is likely that for other English magnates a larger body
1

—

of charter texts could be assembled,™ but the seventy-nine full texts

— i —

collected for Earl Roger seemed to be a sufficiently solid base on

which to rest conclusions. Seventy-eight notitiae, oxr records of
acts which have not survived in full, have been included also in order
to present a more complete picture. The writer hopes that this
edition of texts may provide a staffingepoint for any future investi-
gations of the diplomatic of Scottish documents, and of Scottish law,

in the thirteenth century.

-y A AR —— = i - - =

The task of assembling a body of charter texts.from scattered

sources could be protracted until it became the work of a lifetime.

Although the search for Earl Roger's acts has been pursued inter-

v il ey = - -~

mittently for ten years, it cannot be claimed that every surviving
text has been found and it seems advisable to indicate how thorough

or how superficial the search has been in different places. In

Scotland, / ' | - S

L. A. P. Duggan, 'The chancery of the Norman earls of Chester'
(uppublished Liverpool University M.A. thesis, 1951), pp., xXXi-
XX1v, lisis eighty-five charters of Ranulf de Blundeville, earl
of Chester from 1181 to 1232. But Denholm-Young, Seignorial
administration, p. 14n., notes only thirty-six extant charters
zf Isabella de Fortibus, countess of Devon and Aumale from 1262

0 1293.
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Scotland, a close acquaintance with the contents of the Scottish
Record Office and research in private archives in the service of the

Regesta Regum Scottorum committee have ensured that all likely sources

have been covered<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>