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THE RapicaL CUuRe oF HERNIA By HEATON’S OPERATION.—Dr
William S. Bull reports the results of twenty-one cases on whom
he has operated ‘since 1879. He explains that he has had forty

atients in all, but nineteen of these had not been seen since leav-
ing hospital, and extended search failed to find them. The opera-
tion has proved in his hands, as in those of Heaton, a very safe
one, there being no deaths and little constitutional disturbance,
In only one case was there enough local inflammation to warrant
the application of a cooling lotion for a few days. No swelling has
been perceptible externally, but a plug of induration has generally
been felt over the site of the canal, which has disappeared within
two weeks. A very slight epididymitis occurred in six cases, but
subsided in two or three days. One patient had retention of urine
for five days, and in another the rupture (omental) came down the
day after the operation, and was irreducible for a month. Of the
twenty-one cases, five were cured, seven improved, four temporarily
improved, and five were failures. Of the seven improved, two
might be considered as cured were it not that the patients continued
to wear a support. Three others Dr Bull hoped to cure by a
repetition of the operation. The patients were all males but one.
The ages varied from four to seventy-three, the majority being
from twenty to forty. From his experience Dr Bull feels
justified in recommending the operation, and is sure that in
another series of twenty cases he could greatly improve on this
record. In the discussion which followed the reading of the paper
in the N. Y. Surgical Society, several other surgeons gave their
experience. Dr Weir reported the results of forty-one cases, which
he divided into two series of twenty-eight and thirteen. Of the
first series eight were successful, and the others improved. He
did not place much reliance upon the teachings of this series, as it
required some time to properly carry out the technique of the opera-
tion. He had not at first found it an easy matter to throw the
fluid deep into the canal. The second series of cases were operated
on with an improved instrument, and he felt that they were more
reliable. Of the thirteen six were cured. In two the condition
was improved, so that a truss could be worn, which was impossible
before the operation. The rest were failures. Dr James L. Little
reported four cases with two successes. Dr Briddon reported three
cases, all failures. Dr L. S. Pilcher mentioned that one of his
acquaintances had been operated on for inguinal hernia by Heaton,
between fifteen and twenty years ago. The result was complete relief,
which had been permanent.—N. Y. Medical Record, Nov. 11, 1882,

VOL., XXVIIL.—NO. VIIL 5D
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